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REPORT 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 


Nayt  Department, 
Washington,  November  15, 1898. 
The  Pkbsidbnt. 

Sib:  Since  my  last  annual  report  the  Navy  has,  for  the  first  time 
since  its  rehabilitation,  been  put  to  the  supreme  test  of  war.  Years  of 
patient,  persistent  training  and  development  had  brought  it  to  a  point 
of  high  efficiency,  which  resulted  in  the  unparalleled  victories  at 
Manila  and  Santiago — victories  which  have  given  the  names  of  our 
naval  commanders  world-wide  fame,  and  added  an  additional  page  to 
the  glorious  naval  history  of  our  country. 

It  is  not  possible  in  the  space  of  an  annual  report  to  state  in  detail 
the  operations  of  the  Navy  in  the  recent  war,  or  do  justice  to  the  con- 
spicuous gallantry  of  its  officers  and  men.  Only  a  brief  summary  of 
the  appendices  which  accompany  this  report  can  be  given. 


THE  WAR. 

Throughout  the  year  1897  the  vessels  on  the  North  Atlantic  Station 
were  busily  engaged  in  enforcing  the  observance  of  our  neutrality  laws, 
and  the  Department  exercised  all  possible  vigilance  and  activity  in 
that  regard.  At  the  same  time  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Cuba  and 
the  consequences  to  the  United  States  and  Spain  made  it  evident  that 
war  might  come  between  them. 

The  Department,  recognizing  this  fact,  on  the  11th  of  January  last 
directed  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  European  Station  to  retain 
those  men  whose  terms  of  enlistment  were  about  to  expire.  The 
Helena,  then  on  her  way  to  the  Asiatic  Station,  was  directed  to  proceed 
to  Lisbon  and  there  await  further  orders.  The  commander  in  chief  of 
the  South  Atlantic  Station  was  informed  of  the  critical  condition  of 
affairs  in  Cuba,  and  was  directed  to  proceed  with  the  Cincinnati  and 

Gastine  firom  Montevideo  to  Para  on  the  north  coast  ot  Brazil. 
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On  January  24  the  Maine  was  ordered  to  Havana,  Cuba,  This  was 
the  first  visit  of  a  vessel  of  the  United  States  Navy  to  any  port  in  Cuba 
for  several  years,  although  the  necessity  of  protecting  American  inter- 
ests made  the  presence  of  our  ilag  in  Cuban  ports  desirable. 

On  February  15,  at  9.40  p.  m.,  this  noble  battle  ship  was  blown  up  in 
Havana  Harbor,  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  lives  were  lost.  The 
news  of  this  appalling  catastrophe  was  communicated  in  the  following 

dispatch  from  the  commanding  oflflcer. 

Havana,  February  15,  1898. 
Seckktary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C.  . 
Jfaine  blown  up  inHavanaHarbor  at  9.40  to-night,  and  destroyed.  Many  wounded 
and  doubtless  more  killed  or  drowned.  Wounded  and  others  on  board  Spanish  man- 
of-war  and  Ward  Line  steamer.  Send  light-house  tenders  from  Key  West  for  crew 
and  the  few  pieces  of  equipment  above.  No  one  has  clothing  other  than  that  upon 
him.  Public  opinion  should  be  suspended  until  further  report.  All  officials  believed 
to  be  saved.  Jenkins  and  Merritt  not  yet  accounted  for.  Many  Spanish  officers, 
including  representatives  of  General  Blanco,  now  with  me  to  express  sympathy. 

SiGSBEE. 

This  judicious  telegram  did  much  to  secure  in  the  public  mind  a  dis- 
passionate view  of  the  disaster.  A  board  of  inquiry,  appointed  to  report 
to  the  Department  the  cause  of  the  explosion,  proceeded  to  Havana  and 
began  its  investigation  February  21. 

After  an  exhaustive  examination  of  the  wreck,  and  after  taking  the 
testimony  of  witnesses  and  of  experts,  the  board  reported  on  the  21st 
of  March  that  the  Maine  had  been  destroyed  by  the  explosion  of  a  sub- 
marine mine,  but  that  it  was  unable  to  fix  the  responsibility  upon  any 
person  or  persons.  It  was  evident  that  the  cause  of  the  disaster  must 
have  been  from  the  outside. 

Meantime  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  European  Station  was 
instructed  to  attach  the  Albany  and  New  Orleans — then  purchased  in 
England  of  the  Brazilian  Government — to  his  command,  and  bring  the 
latter,  the  other  being  unfinished,  to  the  United  States.  The  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Asiatic  Squadron  was  ordered  to  assemble  his 
squadron  at  Hongkong.  The  Olympia,  under  orders  at  that  time  to 
San  Francisco,  was  retained  on  the  Asiatic  Station.  The  Oregon  was 
ordered  to  proceed  from  Bremerton,  Wash.,  to  San  Francisco  and  pre- 
pare for  a  long  voyage. 

Commanders  in  Chief  of  stations  were  ordered  to  husband  ammuni- 
tion and  to  keep  their  vessels  filled  with  the  best  coal  obtainable. 
Enlistments,  even  in  excess  of  the  established  quota,  were  ordered  to 
fill  the  complements  of  men  for  the  Columbia,  Minneapolis,  Miantonomoli, 
and  other  vessels.  The  North  Atlantic  Fleet  was  greatly  strengthened' 
and  vessels  were  concentrated  in  the  neighborhood  of  Key  "West.  The 
Flying  Squadron  was  organized,  under  command  of  Commodore  W.  S. 
Schley,  and  stationed  at  Fortress  Monroe  for  the  protection  of  any 
point  on  the  coast  which  might  be  menaced  by  a  Spanish  fleet. 

On  the  9th  of  March  Congress  passed  the  emergency  bill  appropri- 
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ating  $50,000,000  for  national  defense,  and  the  Department  at  once 
took  steps  to  secure  auxiliary  vessels.  On  the  12th  of  March  a  board 
was  appointed  and  directed  to  make  thorough  examination  of  such  ves- 
sels as  might  be  desirable  for  purchase.  Purchases  were  made  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  board ;  the  vessels  bought  were  at  once 
sent  to  the  different  navy -yards  and  private  yards;  the  changes  neces- 
sary to  fit  them  for  naval  purposes  were  pushed  forward  with  the  utmost 
dispatch,  and  the  purchase  of  ammunition,  guns,  and  all  classes  of 
naval  war  material  went  rapidly  on. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  the  Asiatic  Station  and  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  North  Atlantic  Station  had  been  engaged  in  thoroughly 
preparing  the  units  of  their  commands  for  the  test  of  war.  The  squad- 
rons, ships,  officers,  and  crews  were  in  admirable  condition  and  training, 
had  been  for  months  engaged  in  tactical  maneuvers  and  gunnery  prac- 
tice, and  were  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  the  auxiliary  vessels  as 
rapidly  as  converted.  The  bureaus  of  the  Department  had,  by  wise 
forethought,  prepared  them  with  every  facility  in  the  way  of  men, 
supplies,  ammunition,  information,  and  drills,  and  as  early  as  April  15, 
four  weeks  before  Admiral  Oervera's  fleet  reached  Cuban  waters,  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  was  ready  for  the  outbreak  of  hostilities. 
The  North  Atlantic  fleet  at  Key  West  covered  Cuba;  the  Flying 
Squadron  at  Hampton  Beads  stood  ready  to  defend  our  own  coast,  or 
to  threaten  that  of  Spain,  and  the  Asiatic  Squadron  at  Hongkong 
only  awaited  information  of  the  outbreak  of  hostilities. 

On  the  19th  of  March  the  Oregon  left  San  Francisco  for  Callao,  Peru. 
The  Department  issued  orders  to  the  Marietta,  then  at  San  Jose  de 
Guatemala,  to  precede  her,  in  order  to  arrange  for  coal  and  to  facilitate 
in  every  way  possible  the  passage  of  this  powerful  vessel  to  reinforce 
the  fleet  in  the  North  Atlantic.  From  Callao  she  proceeded  to  Valpa- 
raiso, then  to  Sandy  Point,  Patagonia,  and  arrived  at  Eio  Janeiro  on 
April  30,  at  which  point  the  Department  advised  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  declaration  of  war  and  of  the  sailing  of  the  Spanish  fleet 
from  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands  on  April  29.  She  arrived  ofl'  Jupiter 
Inlet,  Florida,  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  in  good  condition  and  ready  for 
service,  and  was  ordered  to  Key  West,  where,  after  coaling,  she  took 
her  place  with  the  blockading  squadron  and  became  a  part  of  the  com- 
mand of  Admiral  Sampson. 

In  order  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the  Atlantic  coast  between 
the  capes  of  the  Delaware  and  Bar  Harbor,  Maine,  the  Northern  Patrol 
Squadron  was  organized,  and  was  placed  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore J.  A.  Howell  on  April  20.  This  squadron  consisted  of  the  San 
Francisco  (flagship),  Prairie,  Dixie,  Yankee,  and  Yosemite.  At  various 
times  there  were  also  attached  to  it  the  Columbia,  Minneapolis,  Badger, 
and  Southery. 

On  April  21  Congress  declared  war.  Admiral  Sampson,  in  command 
of  the  North  Atlantic  Fleet,  which  had  been  engaged  during  the  five 
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or  six  preceding  months  in  gunnery  and  tactical  practice  off  Florida, 
was  at  once  ordered  to  blockade  that  part  of  the  northern  coast  of 
Cuba  extending  from  Cardenas  to  Bahia  Honda.  At  6,30  a.  m.  on  April 
22  the  admiral  sailed  on  that  errand. 

ASIATIC   SQUADRON. 

On  the  24th  of  April  the  following  telegram  was  sent  by  the  Depart- 
ment to  Commodore  Dewey,  in  command  of  the  Asiatic  Squadron : 

Washington,  April  S4,  1898. 
Dewey,  Hongkong : 

War  has  commenced  between  the  United  States  and  Spain.  Proceed  at  once  to 
the  Philippine  Islands.  Commence  operations  at  ouce,  particularly  against  the 
Spanish  fleet.     You  must  capture  vessels  or  destroy.     Use  utmost  endeavors. 

Long. 

On  the  27th  this  squadron,  composed  of  the  Olympia  (flag),  Balti- 
more, Raleigh,  Petrel,  Concord,  Boston,  and  McGulloch,  sailed  from  Mirs 
Bay,  China. 

On  the  morning  of  May  1  it  entered  the  harbor  of  Manila,  success- 
fally  passing  the  forts  and  mine  defenses  guarding  the  entrance  to  the 
bay,  and  destroyed  the  Spanish  fleet  under  the  guns  of  the  forts  at 
Cavite. 

The  Beina  Christina,  Castilla,  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa,  Bon  Juan  de 
Austria,  Isla  de  Luzon,  Isla  de  Cuba,  General  Lezo,  Marques  del  Duero, 
El  Gorreo,  Velasco,  and  Isla  de  Mindanao  (transport)  were  burnt  or 
sunk,  and  the  tugs  Bapido  and  Hercules  and  several  small  launches 
were  captured.  Admiral  Dewey  has  contracted  for  the  raising  of  the 
Cuba,  Luzon,  and  Austria,  and  this  work  is  now  in  progress. 

The  Spanish  loss,  as  given  In  the  report  of  Admiral  Montejo,  was, 
including  those  at  the  arsenal,  381  men  killed  and  wounded,  ijot  a 
man  was  lost  in  our  fleet,  and  but  nine  slightly  wounded.  Ko  damage 
was  done  our  ships. 

This  victory  gave  to  our  fleet  the  complete  control  of  the  bay  of 
Manila.  The  naval  station  at  Cavite  was  taken  possession  of  and  its 
fortifications  were  destroyed.  The  Admiral  reported  that  the  city  could 
be  taken  at  any  time  when  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  were  on  hand 
to  hold  it. 

Aside  from  the  mere  fact  of  having  won  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
life  such  a  brilliant  and  electrifying  victory  at  the  very  outset  of  the 
war,  with  all  the  confidence  which  it  infused  throughout  the  country 
and  into  the  personnel  of  every  branch  of  the  service,  it  removed  at 
once  all  apprehension  for  the  Pacific  coast.  The  indirect  pecuniary 
advantage  to  the  United  States  in  the  way  of  saving  an  Increase  of 
insurance  rates  and  in  assuring  the  country  of  freedom  from  attack  on 
that  coast  is  incalculable. 

It  was  at  once  determined  to  reenforce  the  Asiatic  Squadron  and  to 
send  troops  to  take  and  occupy  the  city  of  Manila. 
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Early  in  June  the  Charleston,  which  had  previously  sailed  from  San 
Francisco,  was  joined  at  Honolulu  by  the  chartered  steamer  Gity  of 
PeMn,  and  on  the  4th. sailed  with  her  and  with  the  army  transports 
Australia  and  City  of  Sidney  for  Manila,  carrying  the  first  detachment 
of  troops.  The  Charleston  proceeded  to  Guam,  one  of  the  Ladrone 
Islands,  arriving  there  June  20.  Demand  was  made  for  the  immediate 
surrender  of  the  defenses  of  the  island  of  Guam  and  all  ofBcials  and 
persons  in  the  military  service  of  Spain.  The  surrender  followed  and 
the  American  flag  was  hoisted. 

With  a  view  to  further  reenforce  the  Asiatic  Squadron,  the  Monterey 
sailed,  with  the  collier  Brutus,  from  San  Diego  on  June  11,  and  the 
Monadnock,  with  the  collier  Nero,  from  San  Francisco  on  June  25. 

Admiral  Dewey  continued  to  exercise  in  the  Philippines  a  wise  dis- 
cretion, which  constantly  strengthened  the  power  of  the  United  States  , 
in  those  islands,  and  on  August  13,  after  the  arrival  of  General  Merritt, 
the  city  of  Manila  surrendered  to  the  Army  and  Navy. 

PACIFIC   SQUADRON. 

On  July  27,  1898,  Admiral  J.  N.  Miller,  U.  S.  F.,  commander  in  chief 
of  the  United  States  Naval  Force  on  the  Pacific  Station,  sailed  from 
San  Francisco,  Oal.,  for  Honolulu,  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies 
attending  the  assumption  of  sovereignty  by  the  United  States  over  the 
Hawaiian  Islands.  The  Philadelphia  arrived  at  Honolulu  on  August  3, 
joining  the  U.  S.  S.  Mohican  already  at  that  port.  On  the  12th  of  the 
same  month,  the  date  set  for  the  transfer  of  the  islands  to  the  United 
States,  the  offlcers  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Mohican,  and  a  force  under 
arms  from  those  vessels,  represented  the  Navy  at  the  ceremonies. 

NORTH  ATLANTIC  FLEET. 

This  fleet  was  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Montgomery  Sicard, 
U.  S.  N.,  until  March  26,  when  it  was  found  necessary,  on  account 
of  his  health,  to  relieve  him  from  that  onerous  and  exacting  duty. 
Captain  Sampson,  the  senior  officer  present,  who  was  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  personnel  and  materiel  of  the  fleet,  and  with  all  the 
arrangements  which  had  been  made  preceding  the  actual  outbreak  of 
hostilities,  was  given  command  of  the  fleet,  with  the  rank  of  rear- 
admiral. 

The  North  Atlantic  Fleet  was  composed  of  the  blockading  squadron. 
Commodore  J.  C.  Watson  commanding  from  May  6  to  June  21 ;  the 
First  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Commodore  J.  C.  Watson  commanding 
from  June  21  to  June  27;  Commodore  J.  A.  Howell  commanding  from 
July  1,  on  which  date  the  Northern  Patrol  Squadron  became  part  of 
Admiral  Sampson's  command  to  the  close  of  hostilities;  the  Flying 
Squadron,  Commodore  W.  S.  Schley  commanding  from  May  24,  upon 
which  date  it  was  placed  under  the  orders  of  Admiral  Sampson,  to 
June  21,  upon  which  date  it  ceased  to  exist;  and  the  second  North 
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Atlantic  Squadron,  Commodore  W.  S.  Schley  commanding  from  June 
21  to  the  close  of  hostilities. 

A  squadron  called  the  Eastern  Squadron,  Commodore  J.  O.  Watson 
commanding  from  July  7  to  September  20,  was  organized  with  the  view 
of  threatening  the  coast  of  Spain;  but  owing  to  the  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities it  did  not  proceed  upon  that  duty. 

In  addition,  Commodore  George  O.  Eemey,  who  was  in  command  of 
the  naval  base  at  Key  West,  was  directed,  on  June  21,  to  exercise  com- 
mand over  all  vessels  within  signaling  distance,  under  the  authority  of 
Admiral  Sampson 

During  the  entire  period  of  hostilities  a  portion  of  this  fleet  was 
engaged  in  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

On  April  29  Admiral  Oervera's  fleet,  composed  of  the  armored  cruis- 
ers Cristobal  Colon,  Vizcaya,  Almircmte  Oquendo,  and  Infanta  Maria 
^  Teresa,  and  the  torpedo  gunboats  Furor,  Terror,  and  Pluton  sailed  from 
the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands. 

As  its  destination  was  uncertain,  Admiral  Sampson  sailed  east  with 
a  portion  of  the  fleet  under  his  command  for  the  purpose  of  observa- 
tion. He  left  Key  West  on  the  4th  of  May  in  the  flagship  J^ew  York, 
and  off  Havana  picked  up  the  Iowa,  Indiana,  and  Detroit.  On  the 
way  east  he  was  afterwards  joined  by  the  monitors  Terror  and  Amphi- 
trite  and  the  Montgomery,  Porter,  WompatucTc,  and  collier  Niagara. 

At  Cape  Haitien  on  May  7,  he  received  dispatches  from  the  Depart- 
ment advising  him  that  the  Spanish  squadron  was  reported  at  St. 
Thomas,  West  Indies.  Instructions  were  also  received  that  the  vessels 
accompanying  him  were  not  to  be  risked  or  crippled  in  the  bombard- 
ment of  fortifications,  as  it  was  considered  unwise  to  risk  any  of  the 
vessels  of  our  Navy  until  the  Spanish  fleets  had  been  met  and 
destroyed.  Continuing  eastward  in  the  hope  of  finding  the  enemy  at 
San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  he  found  it  necessary,  on  account  of  the  small 
coal  supply  of  the  monitors,  to  take  them  in  tow,  and  the  squadron  did 
not  arrive  off  San  Juan  until  the  morning  of  the  12th.  A  bombard- 
ment of  that  place  followed  for  two  hours  and  a  half,  but  as  there  was 
no  land  force  to  hold  it  in  case  of  its  surrender,  and  as  the  Spanish 
fleet  was  not  there,  it  was  determined  to  return  to  Havana,  where  it 
was  possible  Cervera  might  have  gone. 

While  the  squadron  was  on  its  return  the  following  dispatch  was 
received: 

The  Spanisli  fleet  from  Cape  Verde  Islands  off  Curacao,  West  Indies,  May  14. 
Flying  Squadron  en  route  Key  West,  Florida.  Proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to 
Key  West. 

Meantime  the  St.  Louis,  which  had  joined  the  squadron,  was  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Santiago  and  Guantanamo  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  cables- 
to  Ponce,  Porto  Eico,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  thence  to  St.  Thomas 
to  wait  orders.  This  work  was  bravely  done  under  exposure  to  the 
enemy's  fire. 

On  the  morning  of  May  17  the  flagship  left  the  squadron  in  the 
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Bahama  Channel  and  proceeded  to  Key  West.  That  afternoon  the  Dm 
Pont  was  met  with  a  dispatch  from  the  Department  stating  that  the 
Spanish  fleet  had  munitions  of  war  destined  for  the  defense  of  Havana, 
and  was  under  imperative  orders  to  reach  Havana,  Cienfuegos,  or  a 
port  connected  with  Havana  by  rail ;  and  that  as  Cienfuegos  appeared 
to  be  the  only  port  fulfilling  the  conditions,  the  Plying  Squadron  would 
be  instructed  upon  arrival  at  Key  West  to  proceed  to  Cienfuegos. 
Instructions  were  at  the  same  time  given  to  Admiral  Sampson  to 
increase  the  Plying  Squadron  by  such  armored  ships  as  he  might  deem 
desirable. 

On  May  19  the  Plying  Squadron,  composed  of  the  Brooklyn,  Texas, 
Massachusetts,  and  Soorpion,  sailed  from  Key  West  for  Cienfuegos  with 
instructions  to  establish  a  blockade  at  that  place  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  May  20  the  Iowa,  Gastine,  and  the  collier  Merrimac  sailed  to  join 
Commodore  Schley's  squadron  off  Cienfuegos.  On  this  day  the  Depart- 
ment informed  Admiral  Sampson  of  a  report  that  Cervera's  squadron 
was  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  advised  him  to  order  Commodore  Schley 
to  proceed  off  that  port  with  the  vessels  under  his  command. 

Admiral  Sampson  left  Key  West  for  the  Havana  blockade  on  the  21st, 
having  previously  sent  the  Bu  Pont  with  dispatches  to  Commodore 
Schley  and  ordered  the  Marblehead  and  Eagle  to  join  the  Plying  Squad- 
ron. By  the  Marblehead  orders  were  sent  to  Commodore  Schley  advis- 
ing him  that  the  Spanish  squadron  was  probably  at  Santiago  de  Cuba 
and  directing  him,  if  he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  at  Cienfuegos,  to 
proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  upon  arrival  there 
to  establish  communication  with  some  of  the  inhabitants  and  ascertain 
definitely  whether  the  ships  were  in  port  or  not.  The  HawTc  followed 
with  duplicate  dispatches  which  were  delivered  to  Commodore  Schley 
on  the  23d. 

On  May  22  Admiral  Sampson  received  a  dispatch  from  Key  West 
stating  that  Cervera's  squadron  was  in  the  harbor  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba  on  the  morning  of  the  21st;  also  a  telegram  from  the  Department 
that  it  was  expected  to  visit  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  and  if  Commodore 
Schley  found  that  it  had  left  Santiago,  he  should  follow  it. 

At  8  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  Admiral  Sampson  left  off 
Havana,  sailing  eastward,  with  a  view  to  occupying  Nicholas  Channel 
in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  the  approach  of  the  Spanish  squadron 
in  that  direction.  The  Montgomery  joined  him  on  the  24th,  with  dis- 
patches stating  that  information  had  been  received  to  the  effect  that 
Cervera's  squadron  had  not  left  Santiago. 

On  the  26th  Admiral  Sampson  received  from  Commodore  Schley  a 
letter  dated  May  23,  stating  that  he  was  by  no  means  satisfied  that  the 
Spanish  squadron  was  not  at  Cienfuegos,  and  that  he  would,  therefore, 
remain  off  that  port  with  his  squadron. 

The  Was]^  was  sent  on  May  27  to  carry  advices  to  Commodore  Schley, 
informing  him  that  daily  confidential  reports  received  at  Key  West 
from  Havana  stated  that  the  Spanish  squadron  had  been  in  Santiago  de 
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Cuba  from  the  19th  to  the  25th,  inclusive,  and  directing  him  to  proceed 
with  all  possible  dispatch  to  that  port.  At  this  time  two  telegrams  dated 
Cienfuegos,  May  24,  were  received  by  Admiral  Sampson  from  Commo- 
dore Schley,  stating  that  coaling  off  that  port  was  very  uncertain;  that 
he  had  ascertained  that  the  Spanish  fleet  was  not  in  Cienfuegos,  and 
would  go  eastward  on  the  next  day,  the  25th,  but  that  on  account  of 
short  coal  supply  in  ships  he  could  not  blockade  if  the  Spanish  squad- 
ron was  in  Santiago,  but  would  proceed  to  the  vicinity  of  Nicholas  Mole, 
on  the  western  coast  of  Haiti,  from  which  point  he  would  communicate.. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  information  Admiral  Sampson  at  once 
decided  to  go  to  Key  West  for  coal,  and,  if  authorized  by  the  Depart- 
ment, to  proceed  to  Santiago  in  person.  The  New  Orleans  was  instructed 
on  this  same  day.  May  27,  to  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  that  port, 
in  company  with  the  collier  Sterling,  and  with  orders  to  Commodore 
Schley  "to  remain  on  the  blockade  at  Santiago  at  all  hazards,  assuming 
that  the  Spanish  vessels  are  in  that  port."  This  order  further  directed 
that  the  collier  Sterling  should  be  used  to  obstruct  the  channel  leading 
into  the  harbor,  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  utmost  care  should  be 
exercised  that  none  of  the  Spanish  vessels  in  that  port  be  allowed  to 
escape.  Admiral  Sampson  arrived  at  Key  West  on  May  28  and  cabled 
to  Commodore  Schley,  advising  him  that  the  New  Orleans  would  meet 
him  off  Santiago  on  May  29  with  important  dispatches,  and  farther 
emphasizing  the  importance  of  immediate  communication  with  persons 
ashore,  in  order  to  ascertain  definitely  whether  or  not  Cervera's  squad- 
ron was  in  the  port  of  Santiago, 

Commodore  Schley  left  Cienfuegos  on  the  evening  of  the24:th,  and  at 
5.30  p.  m.  on  the  26th  reached  a  point  20  miles  or  more  to  the  south- 
ward and  eastward  of  Santiago,  where  the  squadron  stopjied  while 
repairs  were  made  to  the  collier  Merrimac.  At  7.50  p.  m.  he  signaled 
to  the  squadron,  "Destination  Key  West,  via  south  side  of  Cuba  and 
Yucatan  Channel,  as  soon  as  collier  is  ready.  Speed,  9  knots."  About 
9  p.  m.  the  squadron  got  underway,  and  after  steaming  to  the  west- 
ward until  11.20  p.  m.,  stopped  to  make  repairs  to  the  Yale. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  Harvard,  from  Mole  St.  Nicholas, 
delivered  to  Commodore  Schley  the  following  dispatch: 

T,  o.   ,r.  ,  ,      „  ,     „  Washington,  May  Z5,  1898. 

Harvard,  St.  Nicliolas  Mole,  Haiti: 

Proceed  at  once  and  inform  Schley  and  also  the  senior  officer  present  ofi'  Santiago 
as  follows :  All  Department's  information  indicates  Spanish  division  is  still  at  San- 
tiago. The  Department  looks  to  you  to  ascertain  facts  and  that  the  enemy  if  therein 
does  not  leave  without  a  decisive  action.  Cubans  familiar  with  Santiago  say  that 
there  are  landing  places  5  or  6  nautical  miles  west  from  the  mouth  of  harbor,  and 
that  there  insurgents  probably  will  be  found  and  not  the  Spanish.  From  the  sur- 
rounding heights  can  see  every  vessel  in  port.  As  soon  as  ascertained  notify  the 
Department  whether  enemy  is  there.  Could  not  squadron  and  also  the  Harvard 
coal  from  Merrimao  leeward  off  Cape  Cruz,  Gonaives  Channel,  or  Mole,  Haiti?  The, 
Department  will  send  coal  immediately  to  Mole.  Report  without  delay  situation  at 
Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Long. 
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At  11  a.  m.,  two  hours  after  receiving  this  dispatch  from  the  Depart- 
ment, Commodore  Schley  signaled  to  the  squadron,  "Can  you  fetch 
into  the  port  of  Key  West  with  coal  remaining  ?  Eeport  by  signal."  At 
noon  the  Harvard  left,  carrying  his  reply  to  the  Department's  dispatch, 

as  follows : 

Kingston,  May  S8,  1898. 
Secnav,  WaaMngton: 

*  *  *  Men-imao  engines  disabled ;  is  heavy ;  am  obliged  to  have  towed  to  Key 
West.  Have  been  unable  absolutely  to  coal  the  Texas,  Marblehead,  Vixen,  Brooklyn 
from  collier,  all  owing  to  very  rough  sea.  Bad  weather  since  leaving  Key  West. 
The  Brooklyn  alone  has  more  than  sufiBcient  coal  to  proceed  to  Key  West ;  can  not 
remain  off  Santiago  present  state  squadron  coal  account.  Impossible  to  coal  lee- 
ward Cape  Cruz  in  the  summer,  all  owing  to  southwesterly  winds.  *  »  »  Much 
to  be  regretted,  can  not  obey  orders  of  Department.  Have  striven  earnestly ;  forced 
to  proceed  for  coal  to  Key  West  by  way  of  Yucatan  Passage.  Can  not  ascertain 
anything  respecting  enemy  positive.  *  •  »  Very  difiScult  to  tow  collier  to  get 
cable  to  hold. 

Schley. 

Later  in  the  day,  the  squadron  meantime  having  again  moved  west- 
ward, the  signal "  Stop"  was  made  to  the  Flying  Squadron,  after  which 
the  Texas  and  Marblehead  went  alongside  the  Merrimac  and  coaled. 
The  squadron  was  at  that  time  distant  about  40  miles  to  the  southward 
and  westward  of  Santiago. 

The  Plying  Squadron  remained  here  until  1.12  p.  m.  of  the  28th, 
when  signal  was  made  to  return  in  the  direction  of  Santiago.  This 
course  was  kept  until  a  little  after  dark,  when  the  squadron  stopped 
for  the  night  about  10  miles  to  the  southward  of  Santiago,  with  the 
Marblehead  scouting  2  miles  inside  the  squadron. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  a  Spanish  man  of- war,  the  Cristobal 
Colon,  was  seen  lying  at  anchor  inside  the  harbor  entrance,  and  later  a 
second  man-of-war  and  two  smaller  vessels.  At  10  a.  m.  Commodore 
Schley  cabled  that  Cervera's  squadron  was  at  Santiago.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  31st  with  the  Massachusetts,  Iowa,  and  Hew  Orleans  he 
exchanged  fire  with  the  ships  inside  the  harbor  and  the  forts  at  a 
range  of  about  7,000  yards. 

On  June  1  Admiral  Sampson  arrived  off  Santiago  and  found  Com- 
modore Schley's  squadron  in  column  to  the  westward  of  the  mouth  of 
the  harbor.  Immediately  upon  the  concentration  of  these  two  forces 
at  Santiago  a  close  and  eificient  blockade  was  established.  Admiral 
Sampson  in  command.  The  harbor  was  closely  guarded  day  and  night 
by  our  ships  in  a  semicircle.  Powerful  search-lights  were  thrown  upon 
its  entrance  during  the  dark.  A  plan  of  attack,  by  which  our  vessels 
were  to  close  in  at  once  upon  any  of  the  enemy's  coming  out,  was  pro- 
vided for  in  standing  orders.  On  June  3  an  attempt  was  made  to  close 
the  harbor  by  sinking  across  its  entrance  the  collier  Merrimac.  This 
attempt,  though  unsuccessful  in  its  object,  was  daringly  executed.  It 
is  now  one  of  the  well-known  historic  marvels  of  naval  adventure  and 
enterprise,  in  which  Naval  Constructor  Hobsoii  and  his  men  won 
undying  fame 
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On  June  7  the  Marblehead  aud  Yanhee  took  possession  of  the  lower 
bay  of  Guantanamo  as  a  harbor  of  refuge  for  the  fleet,  and  on  June  10 
the  first  battalion  of  marines  was  landed  there  and  went  into  camp. 
For  three  days  and  nights  these  men,  supported  by  the  Marblehead  and 
Dolphin,  fought  almost  constantly.  The  position  which  they  defended 
was  a  most  important  one  for  the  fleet,  as  it  was  necessary  to  have  near 
at  hand  a  harbor  in  which  ships  could  be  coaled  and  repaired  in  safety. 

On  June  15  the  fort  on  Cayo  del  Toro  in  Guantanamo  Bay  was 
destroyed  by  the  Texas,  Marblehead,  and  Suwanee. 

In  May  the  Department  advised  Admiral  Sampson  of  the  intention 
of  the  War  Department  to  send  about  thirty  transports  with  troops 
from  Tampa,  Fla.,  to  Santiago,  and  instructed  him  to  provide  a  suitable 
convoy. 

On  June  4,  in  reply  to  a  telegram  from  the  Department  asking  if  the 
convoy  was  ready,  the  commandant  of  the  naval  base  at  Key  West 
stated,  "Vessels  all  ready." 

On  June  8  information  was  received  at  Tampa,  through  the  naval 
base  at  Key  West,  from  two  different  sources,  indicating  the  possible 
presence  of  a  force  of  Spanish  vessels  in  Nicholas  Channel.  Tlie 
War  Department  was  informed  of  this  news,  and  orders  were  issued 
to  Admiral  Sampson  to  reenforce  the  convoying  squadron  by  two 
armored  vessels.  On  the  next  day  the  expedition  was  directed  to  pro- 
ceed without  regard  to  this  information,  as  it  was  discredited  both  by 
Admiral  Sampson  and  the  Department,  and  the  following  telegram 
was  sent: 

Washington,  June  9, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.. 

*  *  »  The  expedition  will  proceed -without  reference  to  the  Spaniards.  Depart- 
ment will  Inform  commander  in  chief  North  Atlantic  Station  and  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  this. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary, 

A  suitable  convoy  was  retained  at  Tampa  until  the  transports  were 
ready.  The  Army  expedition  finally  left  Tampa  on  the  14th,  this 
Department  having  rendezvoused  additional  vessels  off  Eebecca  Shoals, 
where  the  transports  arrived  at  8  p.  m.  June  15,  and  thence  proceeded 
to  Santiago. 

Upon  arrival  of  the  convoy  off  Santiago  Admiral  Sampson  sent  his 
chief  of  staff  to  communicate  with  G-eneral  Shafter.  The  chief  of  staff 
took  with  him  a  chart  of  Santiago  Harbor  and  explained  to  General 
Shafter  that,  in  order  to  enable  the  vessels  of  the  Navy  to  enter,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  positions  occupied  by  the  eastern  and  western  bat- 
teries of  the  enemy  should  be  carried.  The  possession  of  these  points 
insured  the  destruction  of  the  mines,  the  entrance  of  the  naval  vessels, 
and  an  attack  upon  Admiral  Gervera's  squadron.  To  this  plan  General 
Shafter  gave  cordial  assent.  The  landing  place  on  which  he  finally 
decided  was  Daiquiri. 
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General  Shafter  reported  to  Admiral  Sampson  on  June  22  his  inten- 
tion to  commence  the  landing  of  troops,  and  Admiral  Sampson  at  once 
put  an  officer  in  charge  of  the  disembarkation,  which  was  begun  during 
the  forenoon  of  the  22d  by  means  of  the  steam  launches  and  cutters 
from  the  ships  of  the  squadron.  The  naval  vessels  shelled  the  coast 
about  Daiquiri,  and  a  demonstration  was  made  at  Cabanas  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  enemy.  All  the  troops  were  successfully  landed 
by  the  boats  of  the  navy,  and  the  joint  operations  of  the  army  and 
navy  began,  which  Anally  resulted  in  the  surrender  of  Santiago. 

On  July  1,  in  accordance  with  a  request  from  General  Shafter  of 
June  30,  the  forts  at  Aguadores  were  bombarded  and  a  demonstration 
made  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Santiago,  and  on  July  2  the  bat- 
teries at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  were  heavily  bombarded,  especially 
the  Punta  Gorda  battery  by  the  Oregon  and  Indiana. 

A  report  of  this  bombardment  was  sent  to  General  Shafter,  and 
Admiral  Sampson  stated  that  it  was  impossible  to  force  an  entrance  to 
the  harbor  until  the  channel  could  be  cleared  of  mines,  which  could 
only  be  done  after  the  forts  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  were  taken 
by  our  troops. 

General  Shafter  replied  that  it  was  not  possible  to  say  when  he  could 
take  the  batteries  at  the  harbor's  mouth,  and  urged  that  an  effort  be 
immediately  made  by  the  navy  to  force  an  entrance.  Admiral  Samp- 
son wrote  to  General  Shafter  that  the  forts  which  had  been  bombarded 
by  the  squadron  could  not  inconvenience  the  army  in  capturing  the  city, 
as  they  could  not  fire  except  to  seaward;  that  as  the  channel  to  the  har- 
bor was  strewn  with  observation  mines  an  effort  to  force  an  entrance 
would  result  in  the  sinking  of  one  or  more  naval  vessels  and  in  closing 
the  entrance  to  the  harbor;  but  that  if  it  was  desired  that  the  navy 
should  attempt  to  force  the  entrance  he  would  at  once  prepare  to  under- 
take it,  although  he  had  hoped  that  an  attack  by  the  army  on  the 
shore  batteries  from  the  rear  would  leave  the  navy  at  liberty  to  drag 
the  channel  for  torpedoes. 

On  the  morning  of  July  3,  an  interview  having  been  prearranged 
between  General  Shafter  and  Admiral  Sampson,  the  latter,  in  the  flag- 
ship Hew  York,  left  the  fleet  for  Siboney.  When  the  flagship  was  about 
4  miles  east  of  her  blockading  station,  and  about  7  miles  from  the 
Morro,  the  Spanish  squadron  was  seen  steaming  out  of  the  harbor 
entrance.  This  was  at  9.30  a.  m.  The  vessels  of  the  blockading  squad- 
ron were,  as  usual,  in  their  designated  positions,  making  a  semicircle 
about  the  harbor  entrance,  counting  from  the  eastward  in  the  following 
order:  Indiana,  Oregon — theWew  Tory's  place  being  between  these  two — 
Iowa,  Texas,  and  BrooMyn.  The  Massachusetts  had  gone  that  morning 
to  Guantanamo  for  coal.  The  Gloucester  and  Vixen  lay  to  the  eastward 
and  westward  of  the  harbor  entrance,  close  to  the  land.  The  torpedo 
)3oat  Ericsson  was  in  company  with  the  flagship. 

admiral  Cervera's  squadron  came  out  of  the  harbor  in  the  following 
order:  Infanta   Maria    Teresa,    Vizcaya,    Cristobal    Colon,   Almirante 
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Oquendo,  and  the  torpedo-boat  destroyers  Pluton  and  Furor.  The 
ifew  Torh  turned  and  steamed  for  the  escaping  fleet,  flying  the  signal 
to  close  in  toward  the  harbor  entrance  and  attack  vessels,  but  our 
ships  had  already,  in  accordance  with  standing  orders,  at  once  engaged 
the  Spanish  ships  with  the  utmost  spirit  and  vigor,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  running  fight,  which  continued  until  1.20  p.  m.,  the  latter  were 
completely  destroyed  and  sunk,  and  the  famous  victory,  with  its  splen- 
did credit  to  officers  and  men,  was  won.  The  casualties  on  our  side  were 
1  man  killed  and  10  wounded,  most  of  them  in  the  drum  of  the  ear  by 
the  concussion  caused  by  the  guns.  Our  ships  suffered  no  injury  of 
any  account.  Admiral  Oervera,  about  70  officers,  and  1,600  men  were 
made  prisoners,  while  about  350  Spaniards  were  killed  or  drowned  and 
160  wounded.  These  estimates  are  probably  considerably  below  the 
actual  numbers.  Many  of  the  enemy  were  rescued  from  their  sinking 
ships  by  our  men.  The  prisoners,  except  the  officers,  who  were  sent  to 
Annapolis,  were  brought  to  Portsmouth,  N".  H.,  and  kept  in  Camp  Long, 
on  Seavey's  Island  in  the  harbor  of  that  city  until  they  were  released. 
During  this  time  they  were  fed  and  clothed  and  comfortably  cared  for. 
There  was  little  sickness,  and  the  wounded  and  ailing  soon  recovered 
under  good  treatment. 

On  July  4,  at  night,  the  Spanish  cruiser  Beina  Mercedes,  which  had 
not  left  Santiago  with  Cervera's  squadron,  was  seen  steaming  out  of  the 
harbor.  She  was  sunk  just  before  reaching  the  narrow  part  of  the 
entrance  channel,  presumably  by  the  fire  of  the  Massachusetts  and 
Texas.  The  object  of  this  maneuver  is  still  in  some  doubt,  but  it  had 
the  effect  of  further  obstructing  the  channel. 

On  July  5  the  Department  telegraphed  to  Admiral  Sampson  that  the 
President  had  issued  the  following  order: 

General  Shatter  and  Admiral  Sampson  should  confer  at  once  for  cooperation  in  tak- 
ing Santiago. 

General  Shafter  immediately  requested  Admiral  Sampson  to  come  to 
him  for  conference.  On  the  next  day  Admiral  Sampson,  being  ill,  sent 
his  chief  of  staff,  who  had  a  conference  with  General  Shafter,  in  which 
it  was  arranged  that  in  case  the  Spanish  commander  refused  the  second 
demand  for  surrender,  a  continued  bombardment  of  Santiago  should 
be  begun  by  the  fleet  on  the  9th;  that,  if  this  was  not  sufficient,  there 
should  be  an  assault  on  the  Socapa  battery  by  the  marines  and  Cuban 
forces,  and  an  effort  made  by  some  of  the  smaller  ships  of  the  squadron 
to  enter  the  harbor. 

On  July  10  the  squadron,  complying  with  the  request  of  General 
Shafter,  began  a  further  bombardment  of  Santiago.  This  was  continued 
on  the  11th.    At  12  m.  General  Shafter  signaled : 

Please  continue  firing  with  heavy  guns  until  1  o'clock,  and  then  cease  firing  until 
further  orders. 

At  4.45  p.  m.  the  Brooklyn  reported  to  the  flagship : 
General  Shafter  states  that  fire  from  ships  very  accurate,  shell  falling  in  city- 
lines  have  heen  advanced.     Flag  of  truce  went  forward  to  demand  unconditional 
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surrender.    Will  oommunioate  with  you  fully  directly  to  Aguadores  as  to  time  of 
filing  and  result  of  truce. 

On  July  12  the  admiral  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Shafter 
stating: 

My  lines  are  now  complete  to  the  hay  north  of  Santiago.  Yoar  shots  can  be 
observed  from  there  perfectly,  at  least  those  that  fall  in  the  town.  Flames  followed 
seyeral  shots  fired  to-day. 

At  8.10  p.  m.  General  Shafter  signaled: 

A  truce  now  exists  and  will  probably  continue  all  day  to-morrow,  the  13th. 

On  July  13,  at  9.05  a.  m.,  Admiral  Sampson  signaled  to  General 
Shafter : 

As  commander-in-chief  of  the  naval  forces  engaged  in  joint  operations,  I  expect  to 
be  represented  in  any  conference  held  to  arrange  the  terms  of  surrender  of  Santiago, 
including  the  surrender  of  the  shipping  and  the  harbor.  Questions  are  involved 
of  importance  to  both  branches  of  the  service. 

This  was  replied  to  at  2.40  p.  m.  by  General  Shafter,  as  follows : 

I  shall  be  glad  to  have  you  represented,  but  difficult  to  let  you  know.  Conference 
may  take  place  at  any  hour.    •     •    * 

At  1.15  p.  m.,  on  the  14th,  General  Miles  telegraphed  to  Admiral 
Sampson : 

I  will  be  glad  if  you  will  send  to  these  headquarters  an  officer  to  represent  yon 
during  negotiations  for  evacuation. 

At  1.38  p.  m.  General  Miles  was  replied  to : 

When  do  you  want  Admiral  Sampson's  representative  there? 

At  2.23  p.  m.,  before  any  arrangement  could  be  made  by  which  Admi- 
ral Sampson  could  send  a  representative  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
Army,  General  Miles  telegraphed : 

Enemy  has  surrendered. 

On  the  next  day,  July  15,  General  Miles  advised  Admiral  Sampson 
that  the  surrender  had  not  actually  been  concluded,  and  then  on  the 
16th  wrote  him  that  at  the  request  of  the  Spanish  ofBcials  delay  had 
been  granted  to  communicate  with  Madrid.  This  letter  inclosed  a  copy 
of  the  agreement  of  capitulation. 

Later  in  the  day  General  Shafter  telegraphed : 

Enemy  has  surrendered.  Will  you  send  some  one  to  represent  Navy  in  the 
matter? 

Admiral  Sampson's  chief  of  staff  arrived  at  the  front  at  the  earliest 
hour  it  was  possible  for  him  to  do  so,  and  informed  General  Shafter  of 
Admiral  Sampson's  expectation  that,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Santiago 
had  surrendered  in  face  of  the  joint  operations  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
he  be  one  of  the  signatories  to  the  agreement  of  capitulation.  This 
General  Shafter  declined  to  permit. 
Ab.  98 58 
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The  Department,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Santiago,  had  an 
examination  of  the  Spanish  wrecks  made,  and  entered  into  a  contract 
with  the  Merritt  &  Chapman  Wrecking  Company  to  raise  these  ships. 
The  Maria  Teresa  was  successfully  raised  and  an  effort  was  made  by  the 
contractors  to  bring  her  to  the  Iforfolk  JSTavy-Yard,  as  under  their  con- 
tract vessels  raised  were  to  be  delivered  at  that  port.  At  the  request 
of  the  company,  a  naval  officer  was  on  board.  On  November  1  she 
encountered  heavy  weather  off  the  island  of  San  Salvador  and  was  on 
that  night  abandoned.  She  was  accompanied  by  the  Vulcan,  Leonidas, 
and  wrecking  tug  Merritt,  and  it  was  anticipated  that  she  had  sunk  in 
deep  water.  On  Ifovember  7  information  was  received  that  she  was 
ashore  on  Oat  Island.  The  Vulcan  and  the  tug  Potomac  were  at  once 
sent  to  the  scene  of  the  wreck,  and  after  an  examination  reported  that 
it  was  not  practicable  to  save  her.  A  court  of  inquiry  into  this  matter 
has  been  ordered. 

The  contracts  for  wrecking  the  other  ships  have  been  canceled. 

It  is  probable  that  a  contract  will  be  made  with  a  wrecking  company 
to  raise  the  Beina  Mercedes,  as  reports  received  by  the  Department 
indicate  that  it  is  possible  to  save  her. 

OPERATIONS  OF  THE  BLOCKADE. 

The  blockade  was  of  an  extremely  arduous  character,  generally 
unrelieved  by  the  exhilaration  of  combat.  Many  devoted  officers  and 
crews,  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  to  the  end,  rendered  most  valu- 
able and  conscientious  service  without  opportunity  for  winning  distinc- 
tion in  battle. 

On  April  27  Admiral  Sampson,  having  received  information  that  the 
Spaniards  were  adding  to  the  defenses  of  Matanzas,  proceeded  off  that 
port  with  his  flagship,  and,  in  company  with  the  Puritan  and  Cincin- 
nati, shelled  the  battery.  This  occasion  is  notable  principally  as  being 
the  first  time  our  ships  were  under  flre.  On  April  29  the  Eagle,  while 
reconnoitering  off  the  entrance  to  Cienfuegos,  was  engaged  by  three 
of  the  enemy's  vessels  in  that  port;  after  a  short  engagement  they 
withdrew,  serious  injury  to  one  of  them,  the  torpedo  gunboat  Oalicia, 
having  been  inflicted.  The  Marblehead  immediately  afterwards  shelled 
the  fortifications  and  gunboats  and  inflicted  damage. 

On  May  11  boats  from  the  Marblehead  and  Nashville  cut  two  cables 
off  Cienfuegos  under  a  heavy  infantry  fire,  during  which  they  were  sup- 
ported by  the  guns  of  the  Marblehead  and  Nashville,  and  later  the  Win- 
dom.  In  this  action  one  man  was  killed  and  eleven  men  were  wounded. 
On  the  same  date  the  Machias,  Wilmington,  Winslow,  and  the  revenue 
cutter  Hudson  were  engaged  at  Cardenas.  The  Winslow,  when  well 
within  the  harbor,  suddenly  found  herself  under  the  fire  of  masked 
shore  batteries.  Many  of  the  enemy's  shells  struck  her,  disabling  her 
port  main  engine,  forward  boiler,  and  steering  engine,  and  setting  one 
compartment  on  fire.  Ensign  Worth  Bagley,  her  executive  officer,  and 
four  of  her  crew  were  killed.  Her  commanding  officer  was  wounded 
and  the  vessel,  with  the  rest  of  the  crew,  was  only  saved  from  entire 
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destruction  by  the  gallant  action  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  HuA- 
son,  who  took  his  vessel  in  under  a  severe  fire  and  towed  the  Winslow 
out.  In  connection  with  the  same  expedition,  a  force  was  landed  on 
Diana  Cay,  in  Cardenas  Bay,  to  explode  the  harbor  mines,  which  were 
understood  to  be  controlled  from  a  station  on  that  cay.  The  station 
having  been  hurriedly  abandoned,  the  American  flag  was  hoisted  over 
it.  This,  so  far  as  the  records  of  the  Navy  Department  show,  was  the 
first  raising  of  the  American  flag  in  Cuba  during  the  war. 

On  the  13th  of  June  the  Yankee  had  an  engagement  with  a  gunboat 
and  batteries  off  Cienfuegos.  On  June  15  the  Texas,  Marhlehead,  and 
Suwanee  proceeded  into  Guantanamo  Harbor  and,  after  engaging  and 
silencing  the  adjacent  fort  and  battery,  took  possession  of  the  harbor. 
On  June  22  the  St.  Paul  engaged  the  torpedo  boat  Terror,  supported  by 
the  gunboat  Isabel  II,  off  San  Juan,  and  drove  them  both  into  port, 
the  former  being  so  seriously  injured  that  she  had  to  be  run  on  shore 
when  inside.  On  June  29  the  Eagle  and  Yankton  had  an  engagement 
with  a  force  of  Spanish  cavalry  off  the  mouth  of  the  Eio  Hondo.  On 
June  30  the  Hist,  Wompatuek,  and  Hornet,  while  making  a  reconnoissance 
between  Cape  Cruz  and  Manzanillo,  were  engaged  with  the  enemy's 
vessels,  field  batteries,  and  infantry  at  Manzanillo.  The  Hornet  was 
struck  many  times,  and  had  her  main  steam  pipe  cut,  being  thereby 
absolutely  disabled.  The  Woinpatuck  gallantly  towed  the  Hornet  out 
of  danger.  Another  action  occurred  at  Manzanillo  on  July  1,  in  which 
the  same  Spanish  gunboats  were  engaged  on  one  side  and  the  Scorpion 
and  Osceola  on  the  other. 

On  the  morning  of  July  5  the  Alphonso  XII  was  run  ashore  and 
destroyed  off  Port  Mariel,  to  the  westward  of  Havana,  while  attempt- 
ing to  escape  from  the  Hawk. 

On  July  12  the  Eagle  chased,  forced  ashore,  captured,  and  destroyed 
the  Spanish  armed  steamer  Santo  Domingo  to  the  westward  of  the  Isle  of 
Pines.  On  July  15  the  Annapolis  was  engaged  with  the  batteries  near 
Barracoa.  On  July  18  the  Wilmington,  Helena,  Scorpion,  Hist,  Hornet, 
Wompatuek,  and  Osceola  engaged  the  gunboats  and  shore  batteries  at 
Manzanillo,  and  succeeded  in  destroying  gunboats  in  that  harbor.  On 
the  same  date  the  Annapolis,  Wasp,  Leyden,  and  Topeka  took  posses- 
sion of  the  Bay  of  E^ipe,  during  which  the  Spanish  cruiser  Jorge  Juan 
was  attacked  and  sunk. 

On  the  12th  of  August  the  Newark,  accompanied  by  the  Resolute, 
carrying  the  First  Battalion  of  Marines,  and  the  Suwanee,  Hist,  Osceola, 
and  Alvarado,  proceeded  to  Manzanillo,  where  a  demand  for  the  surren- 
der of  the  place  was  made.  This  refused,  the  place  was  bombarded. 
At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  a  large  number  of  white  flags 
were  seen  floating  from  the  block  houses  and  batteries,  and  a  boat  came 
out  from  the  shore  carrying  a  flag  of  truce.  The  captain  of  the  boat 
delivered  to  the  senior  officer  present  the  cipher  dispatch  of  the 
Department  stating  that  the  President  had  signed  the  protocol  of 
peace  and  had  proclaimed  an  armistice. 
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OPBKATIONS  OFF  POETO  KIOO. 

The  transports  of  the  army  corps  which  was  charged  with  the  cam- 
paign against  Porto  Eico  were  convoyed  from  Santiago  to  the  southern 
coast  of  this  island  by  the  Massachusetts  (flagship),  Columbia,  Yale, 
Dixie,  and  Gloucester.  The  Columbia  and  Yale  also  carried  some  of  the 
troops.  This  convoy  was  under  the  command  of  Capt.  P.  J.  Higginson. 
At  Guanica  he  was  joined  by  the  Annaj^olis  and  Wasp  and  at  Ponce  by 
the  Cincinnati.  The  army  commander  had  urgently  requested  a  large 
naval  force.  The  Puritan  and  Amphitrite  went  to  San  Juan,  which 
was  also  blockaded  by  the  New  Orleans. 

On  July  28  the  city  of  Ponce  surrendered  to  a  small  squadron  con- 
sisting of  the  Dixie,  Annapolis,  Gloucester,  an(J  Wasp,  a  landing  party 
from  which  took  possession  at  6  a.  m.  and  hoisted  the  flag.  On  August 
1  the  Gloucester  and  the  Wasp  took  possession  of  Arroyo.  On  August 
6  the  AmpMtrite  landed  a  party  at  Cape  San  Juan  and  took  possession 
of  the  light-house  at  that  place.  This  party  held  the  place  during  the 
night  of  August  8  against  an  attack  by  a  much  superior  Spanish  force. 

MAEINE   OOEPS. 

The  excellent  work  done  by  the  Marine  Corps  during  the  war  with 
Spain  is  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  Colonel-Commandant.  An  allot- 
ment of  $106,529  was  made  to  this  corps  from  the  money  appropriated 
for  national  defense,  and  energetic  measures  were  immediately  taken 
to  put  it  in  complete  readiness  for  war.  The  first  marine  battalion, 
composed  of  six  companies,  one  of  which  was  an  artillery  company, 
was  organized  at  New  York,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Huntington,  and 
equipped  for  service  in  Cuba.  The  command  numbered  24  commis- 
sioned officers  and  623  enlisted  men,  and  under  instructions  from  the 
Department  sailed  for  Key  West  on  April  22  on  board  the  transport 
Panther.  On  June  7  the  Panther  left  Key  West  for  G-uantanamo  Bay, 
Cuba,  where  she  arrived  on  the  10th,  and  the  battalion  landed  and 
went  into  camp.  This  was  the  first  permanent  landing  by  our  forces  on 
Cuban  soil.  On  the  following  day  the  camp  was  attacked  by  a  force  of 
Spaniards  and  from  that  time  until  the  14th  was  constantly  under  fire. 
Asst.  Surg.  John  Blair  Gibbs  and  five  enlisted  men  were  killed. 

Too  much  praise  can  not  be  given  these  officers  and  men  for  the  gal- 
lantry and  discipline  displayed  under  the  trying  conditions  which  con- 
fronted them  almost  immediately  upon  landing  on  Cuban  soil.  For 
three  days  and  nights  they  were  compelled  to  remain  constantly  under 
arms,  repelling  the  Spanish  attacks,  and  this,  too,  in  a  semitropical 
country,  where  the  dense  undergrowth  afforded  shelter  to  the  sharp- 
shooters of  the  enemy. 

This  command  remained  in  camp  at  Guantanamo  from  the  10th  of 
June  to  the  5th  of  August  and  did  not  lose  a  man  by  disease,  while  the 
cases  of  sickness  was  only  2  per  cent.    This  speaks  for  the  careful  prep- 
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aration  of  the  battalion  for  the  service  which  devolved  upon  it,  and  for 
the  vigilance  and  care  of  those  intrusted  with  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  men. 

But  praise  is  not  alone  due  to  those  ofi&cers  and  men  of  the  Marine 
Corps  who  served  with  the  First  Marine  Battalion.  The  records  are 
full  of  incidents  in  which  conspicuous  and  gallant  service  was  rendered. 

In  view  of  the  prospective  increase  of  the  Navy  and  the  necessity  of 
guarding  the  naval  stations  which  will  be  needed  in  the  newly  acquired 
territory  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  in  view  of  the  general 
efficiency  displayed  by  this  Corps,  it  should  be  increased  to  at  least 
5,000  men  and  necessary  officers,  and  attention  is  called  to  the  report 
on  this  subject  of  its  Colonel  Commandant. 

NAVAL  MILITIA. 

Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  it  was  found  necessary  in  the 
preparations  for  coast  defense  and  for  the  purpose  of  providing  crews 
for  auxiliary  ships  to  make  a  large  increase  in  the  enlisted  force  of  the 
Navy. 

The  only  additional  trained  men  available  were  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  naval  militias  of  the  several  States,  which,  under  appropriations 
from  Congress,  had  been  armed  and  equipped  and  given  a  certain 
amount  of  training  in  the  line  of  preparation  for  the  defense  of  the 
shores  and  harbors  of  their  several  States.  In  the  absence  of  authority 
for  calling  these  men  into  service,  the  governors  of  these  States  patri- 
otically granted  them  leaves  of  absence  or  permitted  them  to  resign 
from  the  State  organizations  in  order  to  enlist  in  the  Navy.  During 
the  war  about  4,000  officers  and  men  were  added  to  the  enlisted  force 
of  the  Navy  in  this  manner,  and  were  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Auxiliary 
Naval  Force,  the  Coast  Signal  Service,  and  especially  on  board  of 
cruising  ships,  some  of  which,  for  instance  the  Tanhee,  Dixie,  Prairie, 
and  Yosemite,  were  entirely  officered  and  manned  by  them  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  commanding,  executive,  and  navigating  officers. 

These  organizations  were  largely  recruited  outside  of  the  seafaring 
class,  and  lacked  the  experience  in  gunnery,  navigation,  and  the  habits 
of  the  sea  which  are  essential  to  immediate  efficient  service  in  the  Navy. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  were  men  of  a  high  standard  of  education  and 
intelligence,  and  rapidly  acquired  while  on  shipboard  the  knowledge 
necessary  for  their  efficiency.  Considering  their  lack  of  experience, 
the  services  rendered  by  them  were  so  valuable  that  the  country  has 
been  amply  repaid  for  the  money  expended  in  their  instruction  and 
training. 

THE   UNITED   STATES   AUXILIARY  NAVAL  FORCE. 

This  force  was  organized  for  service  in  the  war  with  Spain  under  the 
terms  of  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  May  26,  and  its  pro- 
visions were  immediately  applied  in  the  preparations  for  coast  defense 
which  had  been  progressing  since  March  23. 
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The  personnel  of  the  force  was  almost  entirely  contributed  by  the 
1^  aval  Militia  organizations  of  the  varions  States.  A  small  percentage 
was  supplied  by  the  merchant  marine.  Ten  of  the  old  monitors  which 
had  been  laid  up  for  many  years  were  put  in  commission  and  ofiflcered 
and  manned  by  the  Naval  Militia.  Many  of  these  vessels  cruised  from 
port  to  port  .and  went  to  sea  for  target  practice,  which  gave  the  oflcers 
and  men  valuable  training.  In  addition,  this  service  afforded  a  sense 
of  protection  to  the  people  along  our  entire  coast  line. 

Ten  yachts  and  five  tugs  were  purchased  out  of  the  appropriation  of 
$3,000,000  carried  by  the  joint  resolution,  their  cost  aggregating 
$593,500.  At  the  time  of  its  maximum  strength  the  fleet  of  the  Auxil- 
iary JSTaval  Force  included  41  vessels  in  commission.  These  were  dis- 
tributed at  various  important  ports  and  strategic  points  on  the  coast, 
which,  for  the  purposes  of  administration,  was  divided  into  9  districts, 
6  on  the  Atlantic,  2  on  the  Gulf,  and  1  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

The  duty  of  protecting  mine  fields  and  of  maintaining  quarantine 
regulations  was  performed  by  a  fleet  of  8  converted  yachts,  10  con- 
verted tugs,  and  1  side- wheel  steamer,  all  officered  and  manned  by  men 
from  the  Naval  Militia,  and  by  4  revenue  cutters,  with  their  regular 
officers  and  crews,  which  were  stationed  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  force  displayed  special  aptitude  for  the 
work  connected  with  patrol  duty,  owing  to  their  intimate  knowledge 
of  home  Vaters  and  their  acquaintance  with  the  harbors,  bases  of 
supply,  and  local  prevailing  weather  conditions. 

COAST   SIGNAL   SERVICE. 

The  coast  line  was  divided  into  eight  districts,  in  which  were  dis- 
tributed 36  signal  stations,  officered  and  manned  entirely  by  the  State 
Naval  Militia.  Under  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  Life-Saving  Service  and  the  Light- House  Service  cooperated,  and 
the  observers  of  the  Weather  Bureau  were  also«oalled  upon.  The  dif- 
erent  stations  of  the  Signal  Service  were  connected  with  the  general 
telegraph  and  telephone  systems  of  the  country,  and  with  the  Life-Sav- 
ing Service  telephone  lines,  that  link  together  every  station  along  the 
coast. 

When  all  these  arrangements  were  complete  there  were  2,326  men  on 
the  lookout  for  the  approach  of  an  enemy's  vessel  or  of  suspicious  craft 
of  any  kind.  Practically  our  entire  coast  line  from  Maine  to  Texas  was 
under  observation.  While  this  service  was  not  called  upon  to  report 
the  movements  of  any  of  the  Spanish  ships,  it  gave  a  feeling  of  security 
to  the  people  along  our  entire  coast  line;  and  the  experience  gained  by 
the  instruction  of  this  large  number  of  men  in  the  use  of  the  inter- 
national code  flags  and  books,  and  of  the  "  wigwag  "  code  and  naval 
night  signals,  will  greatly  add  to  the  efficiency  of  such  a  service  should 
it  be  necessary  to  again  organize  it. 
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PURCHASE  OF  AUXILIARY  VESSELS. 

Upon  the  passage  of  the  bill  appropriating  $50,000,000  for  national 
defense,  the  Department  at  once  took  steps  for  the  purchase  of  auxil- 
iary vessels.  On  March  12  a  board  was  appointed  and  directed  to 
communicate  with  the  owners  of  vessels  and  obtain  from  them  the 
terms  on  which  they  were  willing  to  sell  or  charter,  and  to  examine 
thoroughly  such  vessels  as  the  Department  might  designate  or  the 
board  consider  desirable  for  the  use  of  the  Navy,  giving  particular 
attention  to  the  condition  of  the  boilers  and  engines,  coal  capacity,  etc. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  vessels  purchased.  In  addition  to  these, 
the  City  ofPehin  was  chartered  from  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com- 
pany at  $1,000  a- day  for  the  transportation  of  supplies  from  San  Fran- 
cisco to  Manila.  Also  four  steamers  of  the  International  Navigation 
Company  were  chartered — the  St.  Paul,  St.  Louis,  New  Yorh  (renamed 
the  Harvard),  and  the  Paris  (renamed  the  Yale) — at  $2,500  a  day  each 
for  the  first  two  and  $2,000  a  day  each  for  the  last  two.  These  four 
steamers  were,  at  the  request  of  the  War  Department,  turned  over  to 
it  to  meet  its  necessities  in  the  way  of  transporting  troops — the  JaZefor 
sixty-five  days,  the  Harvard  for  twelve  days,  the  St.  Louis  for  twenty- 
eight  days,  and  the  St.  Paul  for  forty-eight  days.  The  city  of  Phila- 
delphia loaned  to  the  Navy  Department,  for  the  nominal  sum  of  $1,  its 
ice  boat  No.  3  (renamed  the  Arctic).  The  yachts  Free  Lance  and 
Buccaneer  were  also  generously  loaned  for  service  during  the  war, 
without  charge,  the  former  by  Mr.  F.  Augustus  Schermerhorn  and  the 
latter  by  Mr.  William  E.  Hearst. 


Name  before  purchase. 


Date  of 
purchase. 


Purchase 
price. 


Previoua  owners. 


Columbia  -  - . 

Alicia 

Almy 

Hermione... 
D.C.  Ivans. 
P.H.Wise. 
Winthrop.- 

ElToro 

Wilmot 


Edward  Luckenback . . 
Walter  A.Luckenback 

Atlas 

Josephine 

Mayflower 

Sovereign 

Creole ■ 

Diogenes 


Not  named) . 
Do 


Wasp 

Horaet 

Eagle 

Hawk 

Nezinscot  . 

Sioux 

Osceola 

Accomac  .. 
Potomac. -- 


Teoumseh  ... 

Uncas 

Wampatuck . 

Vixen 

Mayflower  — 

Scorpion 

Solace 

Topeka 


Manly . . 
Somers  - 


Saturn Saturn 


Mar.  26,1898 
Apr.  6, 1898 
Apr.  2, 1898 
do 

Mar.  25,1898 

Mar.  26.1898 

Mar.  31,1898 

Mar.  26,1898 

Apr.  14,1898 

Apr.  2, 1898 
do 

Apr.  4, 1898 
Apr.  9, 1898 
Mar.  19,1898 
Apr.  7,1898 

do 

Apr.  2, 1898 

Apr.  13,1898 
Mar.  26,1898 

Apr.  2,1898 


$95, 000 
117,  500 
110, 000 
50, 000 
30, 000 
25,  553 
100, 000 
40,  000 
125,  300 

45, 000 
75, 000 
65, 000 
150, 000 
430,  000 
300, 000 
600,  000 
170, 327 

24,  250 
72,  997 

290,  000 


J.  H.  Ladew. 

Henry  M.  Flagler. 

Frederick  Grallitin. 

Henry  L.  Pierce  estate. 

Moran  &  Co. 
Do. 

Staples  Coal  Co. 

Southern  Pacific  Line. 

Ocean  Towing  and  Wrecking 
Co. 

Luckenback  &.  Co. 
Do. 

Standard  Oil  Co. 

T.  A.  B.  Widener. 

Ogden  Goelet  estate. 

M.  C.  D.  Borden. 

Cromwell  S.  S.  Line. 

Thames   Iron   Works   (Lon- 
don). 

Chas.  E.  FUnt. 

Sohiohau  Iron  Works,  Elbing, 
Germany. 

The  Boston  Towboat  Co. 
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Name  before  purchaHe. 


Benamed. 


Date  of 
purchase. 


Purchase 
price. 


PreTious  owners. 


Lebanon . 


ElKorte 

ElEio 

El  Sol , 

ElSud , 

Niotheroy— El  Cid.. 

Ajnazonas 

Almirante  Abru — 

Merrimac 

Niagara 

Sterling 


Enterprise. 
No.  18 


Nashan . 
Zafiro... 


Alice 

C.  G.  Coyle... 

Pen  wood 

Fearless 

Vigilant 

Active 

Hercules 

Southery 

Venezuela  ... 

Tumuri 

Torttown 

T.  P.  Fowler  . 

Thespia 

Kestless 

Ulawara 

Viking , 

Chatham 

Penelope 

Kigbt  Arm . . 
Philadelphia. . 


Corsair 

Menemsha 

John  Dwight  - 

Justin 

Hortense 

Aileen 

Soindia 

Comanche 

niinois 

Kingstor 

Dorothea 

Got.  Bussell. . 
East  Boston .. 
W.  H.  Brown  . 
J.D.Jones — 


Lebanon. 


Apr.    6, 1898 


Yankee 

Dixie 

Prairie 

Tosemite 

Buffalo 

New  Orleans. 

Albany 

Merrimac 

Niagara 

Sterling 


Modoc . 
No.  18.. 


Nashan - 
Zafiro — 


Alice 

Choctaw... 
Powhatan  . 
Iroquois  . . . 
Vigilant... 

Active 

Hercules... 
Southery  .. 
Panther  ... 

Badger 

Eesolute . . . 
Mohawk... 

Hist 

Eestless  . . . 

Oneida 

Viking 

Vulcan 

Yankton- -. 

Pontiac 

Peoria 


Gloucester. . . 

Iris 

Pawnee 

Justin , 

Takoma 

Aileen 

Scindia 

Frolic 

Supply 

Cassar 

Dorothea 

Gov.  Eussell. 
East  Boston . 
Piscataqua  . . 
Apache 


do 

Apr.  15,1898 
Apr.  6, 1898 
do 

July  11, 1898 
Mar.  16,1898 
do 

Apr.  12,1898 
Apr.  11,1898 
Apr.  16,1898 

Apr.  29,1898 
Apr.  18,1898 


Apr. 
Apr. 


6, 1898 
9,  1898 


Mar.  26,1898 
Apr.  19,1898 
Apr.  8, 1898 
Apr.  18,1898 
Apr.  19,1898 
Apr.  18,1898 
Apr.  26,1898 
Apr.  16,1898 
Apr.  19,1898 

do , 

Apr.  21,1898 
Apr.  23,1898 
Apr.  22, 1898 
Apr.  22, 1898 
May  31, 1898 
Apr.  22,1898 
May  2, 1898 
May  20,1898 
Apr.  23,1898 
May  23,1898 

Apr.  23, 1898 

May  25,1898 

May  6, 1898 

Apr.  23,1898 

Apr.  30,1898 

May  2, 1898 

May  12,1898 

May  28,1898 

Apr.  30,1898 

Apr.  21,1898 

May  21,1898 

May  11,1898 

June  2, 1898 

May  11,1898 

May  24,1898 


$225,  000 

575, 000 
575, 000 
575,  000 
575, 000 
575, 000 
1, 429, 215 
1,  205,  000 
342,  000 
200,  000 
190, 000 

30, 000 
2,800 

155,  728 
87, 597 

19, 000 

82, 500 

42, 500 

150,  ODD 

60,  000 

75, 000 

40, 000 

100,  000 

375, 000 

367,  000 

475, 000 

44,000 

65,  000 

29, 000 

60,000 

30, 000 

350,  000 

125,  000 

30,  000 

100, 000 

225, 000 

145, 000 

25, 000 

145, 000 

28,000 

55,  000 

267, 657 

115,  000 

325,  000 

175, 194 

187,  500 

71,  000 

57,  600 

130, 000 

54, 610 


Philadelphia    and    Heading 

E.  E.  Co. 
Southern  Pacific  Co. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Brazilian  Government. 

Do. 

Do. 
Hogan  Line. 

"Ward  Line  Steamship  Co. 
Black  Diamond   Transporta. 

tioii  Co. 
American  Towing  Co. 
Philadelphia  Transportation 

and  Lightering  Co. 
Frank  Smythe. 
Cliina  and  Manila  Steamship 

Co. 
John  M. 'Worth. 
■W.  G.  Coyle. 
Walsh  &  Doran. 
J.  D.  Spreckels  Bros.  Co. 

Do. 

Do. 
Standard  Oil  Co. 
Edward  Luckenback. 
Bed  D  Line  Steamship  Co. 
"Ward  Line  Steamship  Co. 
Old  Dominion  Steamship  Co. 
CoiTiell  Steamboat  Co. 
David  Dows,  jr. 
Hiram  W.  Sldley. 
Eugene  Tompkins. 
Horace  A.  Hutchins. 
Merchants  and  Miners'  Line. 
H.  E.  Converse. 
Merritt  &  Chapman. 
Philadelphia   Pilot  Assooia. 

tion. 
Pierpont  Morgan. 
Miami  Steamship  Co. 
Geo.  T.  Moon. 
Bowring  &  Archibald. 
O'Connor  &  Smoot. 
Eiohard  Stevens. 
Henderson  Bros. 
H.  M.  Hanna. 

International  Navigation  Co. 
John  Holman  &  Sons. 
Thos.  McKean  estate. 
City  of  Boston. 

Do. 
W.H.Brown. 

Merritt  &  Chapman  Wreck 
ingCo. 
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Name  before  purchaBe. 


Celtic  King 

Shaetia 

A.  W.  Booth 

Joseph  Holland. . 


Atala. 


Eliz.  Holland., 


Harlech. 


Aharenda 

(Not  known) 

Peter  Jebsen 

No.55 

Whitgl/t 

Norse  King 

Enqnirer 

Inca 

Huntress 

Stranger 

Kate  Jones , 

Bristol 

Engenia 

Elfrida 

No.  295 

Shearwater 

Sylvia 

Hercules 

Confidence 

Kanawha 

Pedro 

Port  Chalmers 

Titania 

Befrigerating  ship. 
Lncilene 


Kenamed. 


Celtic 

Cassius  — 
Massasoit. 
Hannibal . . 


Alexander . 


Leonidas  . 


Pompey  . 


Aharenda 

Scipio ._ 

Bmtns 

"Water  Barge  No.  1. 

Nero 

Rainbow 

Enqnirer 

Inca 

Huntress 

Stranger 

Seminole 

Cheyenne 

Siren  ...'. ,. 

Elfrida 

Sylph 

Shearwater 

Sylvia 

Chickasaw 

"Waban 

Kanawha 

Hector 

Glacier 

M  arcellus 


Arethusa . 


Bate  of 
purchase. 


May  14,1898 
May  24,1)198 
Apr.  25,1898 
Apr.  16,1898 

Apr.  25, 1898 

Apr.  16,1898 

Apr.  19,1898 

May  5, 1898 
do 

June  3, 1898 
May  25,1898 
June  30, 1898 
June  29, 1898 

do 

June  13, 1898 
June    7,1898 


June 
June 
July 
June 


9, 1898 
6, 1898 
8, 1898 
9, 1898 
June  15, 1898 
June  ,  1898 
May  9, 1898 
June  13, 1898 
June  25, 1898 

do 

June  7, 1898 
June  ,  1898 
July  ,  1898 
June  13, 1898 


Aug.  12, : 


Purchase 
price. 


$340,  900 

160,  594 

30, 000 

147,  941 

206, 826 

147, 941 

111,  929 

175,  000 
85,  769 

215,  000 

24,000 

215, 000 

176,  576 
80, 000 
35,  000 
a7, 500 
75,  OOO 
25, 000 
20,000 
40,000 
50,  000 
50, 000 
26,  000 
25, 000 
15,  000 
20, 000 
50,  000 

200, 000 
340,  550 
90, 000 
247, 704 
218,  992 


Previous  owners. 


Federal  Line  (London). 

"William  Lamb. 

Moran  Towing  Co. 

Erancis      Stanley      Holland 
(London). 

New  Stai  Blue  Line  Steamers 
(London). 

Francis      Stanley      Holland 
(London). 

Jas.  &  Chas.  Harrison  (Lon- 
don). 

J.  Graham. 

Geo.  P.  Walford. 

L.  F.  Chapman  &  Co. 

Standard  Oil  Co. 

McCondray  &  Co. 

Thomas  Honaldson. 

"W.  J.  Connors. 

Frank  B.  McQuesten. 

F.  C.  Fowler. 

Mrs.  Mary  Lewis. 

Boston  Towboat  Company 

J.  J.  Cummings. 

J.  G.  Cassatt. 

Dr.  Seward  "Webb. 

John  Roach  &  Co. 

Henry  E.  Wolcott 

Edward  M.  Brown. 

M.  Revel. 
Do 

John  P.  Duncan. 

(Prize). 

Federal  Line  (London). 

"William  Lamb. 

Thos.  S.  Hopkins. 


THE   FIGHTING  FORCE. 

The  number  of  enlisted  men  allowed  by  law  prior  to  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  was  12,500.  On  August  15,  when  the  enlisted  force  reached 
its  maximum,  there  were  24,123  men  in  the  service.  This  great  increase 
was  made  necessary  by  the  addition  of  128  ships  to  the  Navy.  The 
maximum  fighting  force  of  the  Navy,  separated  into  classes,  was  as 
follows: 

Battle  ships  (first  class; 4 

Battle  ships  (second  class) 1 

Armored  cruisers 2 

Coast-defense  monitors 6 

Armored  ram 1 

Protected  cruisers 12 

Unprotected  cruisers 3 

Gunboats 18 
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Dynamite  cruiser 1 

Torpedo  boats 11 

Vessels  of  old  Navy,  including  monitors 1* 

Auxiliary  navy : 

Auxiliary  cruisers H 

Converted  yachts 28 

Revenue  cutters 15 

Light-house  tenders 4 

Converted  tugs 27 

Converted  colliers 19 

Miscellaneous 19 

IN   GENERAL. 

Fleet  and  squadron  commanders  and  the  captains  of  individual 
vessels  serving  far  away  from  their  bases  of  supply  and  information 
were  kept  in  touch  with  the  Department  by  means  of  cable  communi- 
cation and  dispatch-boat  service,  and  were  furnished  promptly  with 
information  collected  from  the  many  sources  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Department.  Arrangements  were  made  to  supply  the  fleet  in  Cuban 
waters  and  the  squadron  in  the  Philippines  with  coal  and  fresh  pro- 
visions, and  the  North  Atlantic  fleet  had  at  its  disposal  a  thoroughly 
equipped  hospital  ship,  distilling  ships,  and  a  repair  vessel  capable  of 
making  any  but  the  largest  repairs. 

The  Department  feels,  in  contemplating  the  vast  amount  of  work 
necessary  to  the  successful  operations  of  the  Navy  during  the  past 
year,  that  the  country  as  well  as  the  service  has  cause  for  congratula- 
tion in  the  results  which  have  followed  and  which  have  been  so  gener- 
ally approved,  and  in  the  farther  fact  that  no  personal  feeling  has 
arisen  to  mar  the  glorious  victories  and  magnificent  work  of  the 
service. 
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REPORTS. 


EEPOET   OF   THE   ASSISTANT   SECRETARY. 

The  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  charged  with  some  of  the 
most  important  branches  of  the  work  of  the  Department,  and  attention 
is  invited  to  the  valuable  report  which  he  has  made  and  which  has  been 
published  with  other  reports. 

BURBAXJ  OP   YARDS   AND   DOCKS. 

The  expenditures  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  at  the  navy- 
yards  and  stations  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  amounted  to  $1,772,156.10 

At  the  New  York  Navy -Yard  the  improvements  included  a  causeway 
across  the  Wallabout  channel,  several  sections  of  quay  wall  in  the 
yard,  dredging  the  channel,  and  alterations  and  modifications  in 
buildings. 

At  the  League  Island  Navy- Yard  expenditures  were  made  upon  the 
fresh- water  basin,  which  is  of  great  value  for  the  laying  up  of  ships  in 
ordinary,  and  for  dredging  operations  upon  the  Delaware  Eiver  front  of 
the  yard. 

Improvements  have  been  made  upon  the  buildings  at  the  Washington 
Navy- Yard. 

At  the  Norfolk  yard  improvements  have  included  an  important  and 
permanent  extension  of  the  quay  wall  on  the  water  front,  dredging  the 
channel  in  front  of  the  yard,  and  extensive  repairs  to  the  dry  dock. 

Extensive  improvements  have  been  begun  at  the  naval  station  at 
Key  West,  and  at  Fort  Jefferson,  Dry  Tortugas,  Florida,  preparatory 
to  the  construction  of  large  coaling  stations  for  the  use  of  fleets  in 
Southern  waters.  Facilities  at  these  points  such  as  are  now  under 
construction  would  have  been  of  vast  advantage  to  the  service  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  with  Spain. 

At  Mare  Island,  the  principal  navy-yard  on  the  Pacific  coast,  exten- 
sive improvements  have  been  made,  comprising  the  dredging  of  a 
channel  of  ample  depth  in  front  of  the  yard,  and  thence  through  Mare 
Island  Strait  to  the  bay.  Many  improvements  of  miscellaneous  char- 
acter, enhancing  the  value  of  the  station,  were  carried  on  during  the 
year.  A  disastrous  earthquake  visited  this  station  in  March  last, 
doing  great  damage  to  the  buildings.  Proper  authority  having  been 
immediately  given  by  Congress,  the  work  of  restoration  has  proceeded 
as  rapidly  as  possible. 


924      REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVT. 

ESTIMATES. 

Estimates  are  submitted  for  the  yards  and  stations  based  upon  the 
expenditures  of  preceding  years,  and  such  increases  are  asked  as  the 
events  of  the  last  year  have  shown  are  necessary  if  the  yards  and  sta- 
tions are  to  be  maintained  in  a  condition  of  readiness  for  the  demands 
of  war. 

The  last  Congress  made  appropriations  for  extensions  to  the  electric- 
light  plants  at  the  navy-yards,  which  were  found  inadequate  when  it 
became  necessary  to  work  at  night  as  well  as  during  the  day  in  fitting 
out  vessels  for  war  service.  Some  of  these  improvements  have  been 
completed  and  others  are  well  in  hand.  Certain  farther  extensions  are 
asked  for  in  the  present  estimates  in  the  interest  of  increased  efficiency. 

The  service  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  facilities  for  the  storage  and 
handling  of  coal  at  convenient  points  and  intervals,  and  the  Depart- 
ment constituted  a  naval  coal  board,  with  instructions  tg  make  exami- 
nation, report,  and  recommendation  in  the  premises.  This  board  has 
made  an  exhaustive  and  a  valuable  report,  which  will  be  found  in  the 
appendixes  hereto.  The  attention  of  Congress  is  invited  to  a  considera- 
tion of  its  recommendations;  also  to  the  indorsement  thereon  of  the 
Bureau  of  Tards  and  Docks. 

BUREAU  OF  EQUIPMENT. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  includes  the 
reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Naval  Observatory,  the  director 
of  the  I:^  autical  Almanac,  the  hydrographer  to  the  Bureau  of  Equip- 
ment, the  inspector  of  electrical  appliances,  and  the  superintendent  of 
compasses,  showing  in  detail  the  work  done  under  each  of  these  branches 
during  the  past  year.  It  also  gives  the  work  done  in  the  equipment  of 
vessels  and  in  the  manufacture  of  equipment  articles. 

The  obligations  of  the  Bureau  under  the  head  of  "Equipment  of  ves- 
sels" during  the  fiscal  year  amounted  to  $2,975,000,  and  under  "National 
defense"  for  the  same  period  to  $1,021,033.  The  largest  single  item  of 
expenditure  was  for  the  purchase  of  coal.  Four  hundred  and  fifty-two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-one  tons  of  coal  were  purchased,  at  a 
cost  of  $2,122,000,  while  but  138,318  tons  were  purchased  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  at  a  cost  of  $655,921. 

COLLIERS  AND  THE  SUPPLY  OP  COAL  FOR  SHIPS. 

When  war  became  imminent  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  was  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  providing  an  adequate  supply  of  coal  for  vessels 
of  the  Navy  and  began  immediately  to  meet  it.  In  view  of  the  lack  of 
coaling  stations,  it  was  important  to  procure  a  number  of  steam  colliers 
for  supplying  the  fleets  on  the  blockade  and  elsewhere.  .  The  Navy  was 
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unprovided  with  them;  effective  fleet  movements  at  sea  were  imprac- 
ticable without  them ;  and  it  was  necessary  to  procure  them  at  the  earli- 
est possible  time. 

The  vessels  purchased  as  colliers  were  all  of  the  merchant-ship  type, 
and,  in  order  to  render  their  character  more  difficult  to  ascertain,  their 
general  appearance  was  not  changed.  They  were  fitted  with  towing 
appliances,  as  most  of  them  were  powerful  vessels,  capable  of  towing 
disabled  ships  of  war  should  it  become  necessary. 

The  vessels  purchased  and  employed  on  the  Atlantic  coast  and  their 
coal-carrying  capacities  were  as  follows : 

Tons. 

Merrimac 4, 976 

Abarenda 3, 843 

Alexander 4, 200 

Csesar 3, 200 

Haimibal 2,425 

Justin :  2, 900 

Lebanon 1, 800 

Leonidas 2, 450 

Pompey 1,700 

Cassias 2,800 

Saturn 2,400 

Soindia 4, 550 

Marcellus 2,400 

Sonthery 3,000 

Sterling 2,600 

The  Nero,  of  4,200  tons,  and  the  Brutus,  of  4,800  tons  capacity,  were 
purchased  for  use  on  the  Pacific  coast  and  in  convoying  ships  to  Manila. 

These  vessels  were  purchased  outright,  manned  by  a  naval  force,  and 
provided  with  batteries  for  repelling  attacks  from  privateers. 

The  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  in  providing  coal  for  the  fleet 
was  performed  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  and,  notwithstanding 
the  many  difficulties  which  developed,  there  was  at  no  time  any  com- 
plaint of  lack  of  coal. 

HYDROGRAPHIC   OFFICE. 

The  Hydrographic  Office,  under  an  act  of  Congress  approved  May  4, 
1898,  has  been  transferred  from  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  to  the  Bureau 
of  Equipment.  Large  demands  were  made  upon  this  office  during  the 
period  of  the  war  in  supplying  charts  to  the  ships  added  to  the  Navy. 

THE  NAVAL  OBSERVATOKT. 

At  the  commencement  of  hostilities  with  Spain,  the  Observatory  had 
on  hand  for  issue  a  stock  of  nautical  instruments,  including  chronome- 
ters, adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  service  on  a  peace  basis.  To  equip 
the  large  number  of  vessels  added  for  war  purposes,  the  resources  of 
all  dealers  in  such  instruments  in  this  country  were  exhausted,  and 
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some  importations  from  abroad  were  necessary.  In  no  case  was  there 
any  delay  in  equipping  vessels  with  the  navigating  outfit  supplied  by 
the  Observatory. 

During  the  past  year  observations  of  the  sun,  moon,  and  planets 
were  made  on  all  nights  favorable  for  observing,  the  number  of  routine 
observations  of  this  character  being  greater  than  for  any  previous  year 
in  the  history  of  the  Observatory.  Comets  have  been  observed  when 
practicable.  Such  progress  as  has  been  possible  with  the  present  com- 
puting force  has  been  made  in  reducing  observations  and  preparing 
them  for  publication. 

The  Transit  Circle  Star  Catalogue,  containing  the  places  of  5,151 
stars  observed  with  the  8.5-inch  transit  circle,  has  been  completed  and 
is  now  being  published. 

The  department  of  Nautical  Almanac  has  fulfilled  its  functions  by 
the  distribution  of  the  publications  of  that  office.  The  American 
Ephemeris  for  1900  has  been  published  and  that  for  1901  is  being 
printed. 

BTJKBATJ   OP  NAVIGATION. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  includes  the 
reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Naval  Academy,  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  Naval  Training  Station,  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Naval  Intelligence,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Naval  Home,  and 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Signal  Service. 

The  work  devolving  upon  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  during  the 
period  of  war  has  been  of  a  very  arduous  and  voluminous  character. 
The  routine  work  is  always  large,  but  in  time  of  war  the  demands 
upon  this  Bureau  are  enormously  increased.  This  can  be  readily 
understood  when  it  is  realized  that  all  communications  from  and  to 
vessels  in  commission  and  all  orders  to  officers  of  the  Navy  are  made 
through  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  who  occupies  to  the 
naval  service  the  same  relative  position  as  the  Adjutant- General  of 
the  Army  does  to  the  military  establishment. 

It  was  necessary  during  the  war  to  have  an  officer  on  duty  in  the 
Bureau  every  night,  and,  in  fact,  to  provide  that  at  all  times  it  should 
be  open  to  receive  dispatches  and  to  send  orders  and  information.  It 
was  necessary  to  keep  in  touch  with  all  vessels  in  the  service  and  keep 
them  under  orders;  to  inform  commanding  officers  of  the  movements 
of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  to  provide  the  necessary  officers  and  men  to 
man  the  vessels  added  to  the  Navy  as  rapidly  as  they  became  ready 
for  duty. 
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RKTIRED    OFFICERS. 


Upon  the  declaration  of  war  the  following  number  of  retired  officers 
were  assigned  to  such  active  duty  as  their  age  or  physical  condition 
would  permit,  and  rendered  valuable  service : 


Employed 

at  some 

time  during 

the  war 


Hear  admirals 

Commodores 

Captains 

Commanders 

Lieutenant-commanders . . 

Lieutenants 

Lieutenants  (junior  grade) 

Ensigns 

Medical 

Pay 

Engineer 

Chaplains 

Kaval  constructors 

Civil  engineers 

Boatswains 

Gunners 

Carpenters 

Sailmakers 

Mates 

Total 


14 

8 

3 

1 

6 

3 

14 

3 

13 

3 

35 

16 

8 

3 

11 

5 

20 

7 

8 

1 

64 

33 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

6 

2 

7 

2 

6 

1 

3 

1 

2 

0 

Still  on 
active 
duty. 


VOLUNTEER  OFFICERS. 

Immediately  upon  the  outbreak  of  liostilities  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain  an  increase  in  the  number  of  ofScers  was  required. 
Boards  were  appointed  to  conduct  the  examination  of  applicants,  and 
those  who  passed  successfully  were  placed  on  an  eligible  list,  from 
which  appointments  were  made  as  the  demands  of  the  service  required. 

Up  to  September  24, 1898,  since  which  date  no  appointments  have 
been  made,  856  appointments  of  officers  for  temporary  service  were 
issued,  as  follows: 

Commanders 3 

Lieutenant-commanders  3 

Lieutenants 112 

Lieutenants  (junior  grade) 114 

Ensigns 209 

Naval  cadets  (line) 15 

Total  line  officers 456 

Medical  officers 64 

Pay  officers , 64 

Engineer  officers 185 

Warrant  machinists 20 

Total  engineer  force 205 
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Chaplains 2 

Boatswain , 1 

Carpenters 3 

Mates 18 

24 


Total  naval  officers 813 

Second  lieutenants,  United  States  Marine  Corps 43 

Total 856 

Two  hundred  and  one  candidates  who  passed  the  required  examina- 
tions were  not  appointed  by  reason  of  their  services  not  being 
required. 

For  the  line 31 

Medical  Corps 7 

Pay  Corps 71 

Engineer  Corps 92 

Total 201 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  candidates  failed  to  pass  the  required 
examinations. 

Up  to  and  including  November  15, 1898,  513  appointments  have  been 
vacated,  as  follows : 

Declined 20 

By  termination  of  service 7 

By  resignation 26 

By  promotion 11 

By  expiration  of  commission 1 

By  death 3 

By  honorable  discharge 445 

Total 513 

Immediately  after  the  signing  of  the  peace  protocol,  the  Department 
began  to  put  out  of  commission  such  vessels  as  were  not  needed,  and 
to  discharge  the  volunteer  officers  as  rapidly  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  would  permit. 

Notwithstanding  the  limitations  of  their  naval  education  and  experi- 
ence, the  zeal  and  attention  to  duty  of  these  volunteer  officers  were  of 
a  high  order.  Many  of  them  left  large  interests  at  home,  and  made 
material  sacrifices  to  serve  their  country;  and  the  Department  desires 
to  place  on  record  its  appreciation  of  their  services, 

NAVAL  ACADEMY. 

The  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  current 
fiscal  year  provided  for  certain  new  buildings  and  improvements  at  the 
Naval  Academy,  and  appropriated  the  sum  of  $500,000  for  this  purpose. 

Of  these  public  works,  four  double  houses  for  officers'  quarters  are 
now  building  under  contract  with  Mr.  C.  E.  Bartlett.    The  architect, 
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Mr.  Ernest  Flagg,  is  at  work  on  the  plans  and  specifications  for  the 
other  buildings. 

A  board  has  been  appointed  to  report  a  course  of  instruction  in 
naval  construction  at  the  Naval  Academy.  This  is  necessary  in  view 
of  the  large  increase  of  new  naval  vessels. 

BUEEATT   OF   OEDNANCB. 

The  current  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  has  been  greatly 
increased  by  the  war,  in  the  fitting  out  of  auxiliary  vessels  and  in  the 
preparation  and  distribution  of  ammunition  and  ordnance  supplies  of 
all  kinds. 

As  soon  as  it  became  apparent  that  war  with  Spain  was  unavoidable, 
orders  were  placed  for  large  quantities  of  powder,  projectiles,  fixed 
ammunition,  small  arms,  and  small  guns  for  secondary  batteries.  The 
contractors  showed  every  disposition  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Government,  that  work  should  be  carried  on  without  intermission  and 
to  increase  their  capacity  whenever  necessary.  It  should  be  said  in 
regard  to  the  contractors  for  war  materials  that  no  disposition  was 
shown  in  any  instance  to  take  advantage  of  the  unusual  needs  of  the 
Government. 

All  vessels  of  the  Navy,  at  home  and  abroad,  were  filled  with  ammu- 
nition, and  vessels  laden  with  a  reserve  supply  were  kept  in  readiness 
to  restock  the  fleets. 

Gun-cotton  mines  and  mining  outfits  were  prepared  and  issued  in 
large  numbers,  and  torpedo  outfits  for  75  auxiliary  torpedo  boats  were 
prepared. 

The  Government  shops  were  required  to  work  continuously,  and  an 
adequate  supply  of  war  material  of  all  kinds  was  procured.  It  is  a 
striking  fact  that  the  resources  of  the  country  to  supply  war  material 
seemed  practically  limitless,  and  were  lightly  taxed  in  the  recent  emer- 
gency. This  avoids  the  necessity  for  purchases  abroad,  and  it  is  grati- 
fying that  it  was  necessary  to  purchase  so  little  war  material  there. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-one  auxiliary  vessels  and  fourteen  regular 
vessels  received  batteries  and  complete  ordnance  outfits  at  the  various 
navy-yards. 

GTTNS. 

During  the  past  year  112  guns  of  various  calibers  from  4  to  13  inch 
"have  been  completed  at  the  Naval  Gun  Factory,  viz :  Sixteen  4-inch, 
fifty-four  5-inch,  twenty-nine  6-inch,  one  12-inch,  and  twelve  13-inch. 
Thirty-three  6-inch  and  two  8-inch  guns  of  ordinary  type  have  been 
converted  into  rapid-firing  guns. 

Twenty  4  inch  guns  and  mounts  under  contract  with  private  firms 
have  also  been  completed,  and  seventeen  others  partly  completed. 

Forgings  have  been  ordered  for  five  8-inch,  twenty  5-inch,  twenty- 
six  4-inch,  and  one  3-inch  (14  pounder)  guns,  and  contracts  will  soon 
be  made  for  gun  forgings  for  vessels  authorized  by  the  last  Congress, 
Ab.  98 59 
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Seven  hundred  and  ninety  guns  for  the  main  batteries  of  vessels  of 
the  Navy  have  been  ordered,  and  620  have  been  completed.  Of  this 
number  544  have  been  assigned  to  vessels  of  the  new  Navy ;  18  to  old 
vessels;  19  to  training  ships;  while  160  are  available  for  auxiliary  ves- 
sels, and  43  are  in  reserve. 

New  designs  have  been  prepared  for  guns  of  all  calibers  calculated 
to  insure  a  much  greater  muzzle  energy  than  is  obtained  from  guns  of 
the  same  caliber  now  in  service.  The  first  of  these  new  guns  will  be 
installed  on  board  the  battle  ships  Maine,  Ohio,  and  Missouri,  and  on 
board  of  the  four  harbor-defense  monitors  authorized  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress. 

The  work  on  gun  construction  is  well  in  advance  of  all  vessels 
authorized. 

Eeports  have  been  received  from  the  various  vessels  as  to  the  per- 
formance of  their  ordnance  outfit  and  equipment  during  the  war,  and 
the  performance  of  the  guns,  mounts,  turrets,  and  ammunition  was  in 
general  thoroughly  satisfactory. 

SMOKBLESS  POWDER. 

Smokeless  powder  is  a  necessity,  not  only  on  account  of  the  absence 
of  smoke,  but  because  of  the  greater  velocities  obtained  by  its  use  and 
the  freedom  from  residue  which  facilitates  rapid  firing.  While  a  satis- 
factory smokeless  powder  has  been  adopted  and  is  manufactured  in 
considerable  quantities,  it  was,  owing  to  lack  of  time  and  lack  of  facility 
for  manufacturing  on  a  large  scale,  impossible  to  introduce  it  generally 
into  the  Navy  during  the  recent  war.  Nevertheless  several  vessels 
were  given  a  complete  outfit,  and  large  quantities  were  distributed. 
Steps  have  been  taken  to  give  all  vessels  hereafter  fitted  out  a  com- 
plete supply,  and  it  is  proposed  to  accumulate  a  large  amount.  Con- 
gress at  its  last  session  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  for  the  erection  of 
a  Government  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  smokeless  powder,  and 
plans  therefor  have  been  prepared,  land  has  been  cleared  at  Indian 
Head,  Md.,  and  the  work  of  construction  is  now  in  progress. 

TORPEDOES  AND  TORPEDO  OUTFITS. 

The  Department  is  fairly  well  supplied  with  torpedoes  and  has 
adopted  a  type  of  tube  for  underwater  discharge,  to  be  used  in  future 
vessels. 

The  outfits  of  all  destroyers  and  torpedo  boats  authorized  will  be 
ready  in  advance  of  the  vessels. 


All  the  armor  except  the  shutter  plates  for  the  battle  shi-ps  Kearsarge 
and  Kentucky  has  been  completed,  accepted,  and  delivered  to  the  ship- 
builders. 
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Owing  to  circumstances  beyond  its  control  the  Department  was  not 
enabled  to  enter  into  contracts  for  the  armor  of  the  battle  ships  Ala- 
bama, Illinois,  and  Wisconsin  until  June  last,  one  year  and  nine  months 
after  the  vessels  themselves  had  been  contracted  for.  The  contracts 
require  that  deliveries  begin  in  December,  and  such  good  progress  has 
been  made  that  there  is  no  doubt  this  requirement  of  the  contracts  will 
be  met. 

No  contracts  have  as  yet  been  made  for  the  armor  for  the  battle 
ships  Maine,  Ohio,  and  Missouri,  nor  for  the  four  coast- defense  monitors 
authorized  by  the  last  Congress. 

Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  method  of  face-hardening 
armor,  and  have  been  applied  to  certain  experimental  plates  tested  by 
the  Department. 

MAGAZINES  AND   STATIONS. 

The  exigencies  of  the  late  war  have  demonstrated  the  necessity  for 
first-class  magazine  facilities  of  liberal  size  and  with  room  for  expansion. 

At  New  York,  where  the  greater  portion  of  work  was  performed  and 
where  large  quantities  of  ammunition  must  of  necessity  be  stored,  the 
accommodations  are  of  a  temporary  character,  and  it  is  an  urgent 
necessity  that  a  permanent  modern  magazine  be  erected.  A  board  of 
officers  is  considering  the  question  of  a  suitable  site,  in  accordance  with 
a  provision  in  the  last  naval  appropriation  bill. 

At  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk  improvements  are  either  making  or  are 
about  to  be  made  to  the  magazines.  The  shell  houses  at  the  former 
place,  however,  are  inadequate  in  size  and  need  to  be  extended.  With 
these  improvements  completed  the  magazines  at  these  points  will  be 
on  a  satisfactory  footing  for  a  number  of  years. 

At  Boston  the  magazines  and  shell  houses  are  receiving  a  much- 
needed  overhauling. 

The  Department  has  taken  certain  preliminary  steps  with  a  view  to 
the  adoption  of  a  uniform  caliber  for  small  arms  and  machine-guns  and  a 
unLfbrm  standard  small-arm  cartridge  for  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Marine 
Corps.  It  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Department,  very  desirable  that 
the  different  branches  of  the  military  service  should  be  armed  with  the 
same  weapon  and  supplied  with  the  same  ammunition. 

ELECTRICITY. 

The  use  of  electrical  power  has  been  authorized  to  a  greater  extent 
on  the  Kearsarge  and  KentucTcg  than  on  any  other  vessels.  All  auxil- 
iaries outside  of  the  engine  and  fire  rooms,  except  the  anchor  engine 
and  steering  engine,  are  to  be  operated  by  electricity.  Turret  turning 
gear,  ammunition  hoists,  rammers  and  elevating  gear  for  the  turret 
guns,  and  boat  cranes  and  deck  winches  are  operated  by  electric 
motors. 
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In  the  vessels  of  the  Alabama  class  the  use  of  electric  power  is  to  be 
the  same,  except  that  boat  cranes  and  deck  winches  are  to  be  operated 
by  steam. 

In  the  three  battle  ships  and  the  four  coast-defense  monitors  just  con- 
tracted for,  electric  power  is  to  be  employed  to  the  same  extent  that  it 
is  in  the  Alabama  class,  and  it  is  possible  that  even  a  more  extended 
use  may  be  made  of  it. 

The  ease  of  manipulation,  perfection  of  control,  absence  of  heat,  and 
facility  of  running  cables  as  compared  with  steam,  pneumatic,  or 
hydraulic  pipes,  make  electricity  an  ideal  power  on  shipboard,  and  the 
trend  of  opinion  is  in  favor  of  further  extending  its  use. 

ARMAMENT  OB'  NEW  VESSELS. 

Battle  ships. — In  the  armament  of  the  three  battle  ships  recently 
authorized,  the  Department  has  determined  to  substitute  a  new  type 
of  high-power  12-inch  gun  for  the  13-inch  pattern  to  be  installed  in 
the  Illinois  and  sister  ships.  The  main  batteries  of  the  new  ships  will 
consist  of  four  12-inch  rifles  in  two  turrets  and  of  sixteen  improved 
6-inch  quick-firing  guns  in  casemates,  in  place  of  four  13-inch  and 
fourteen  6-inch  guns,  in  the  Illinois  class. 

The  maximum  thickness  of  armor  to  be  employed  in  the  new  vessels 
will  be  12  inches  for  the  main  belt  in  place  of  16J  inches  heretofore 
used,  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  armor  warranting  this 
reduction. 

An  important  feature  of  the  new  design  will  be  the  introduction  of 
submerged  torpedo  tubes,  which  will  be  the  first  installed  on  any 
vessels  of  our  Navy,  each  ship  being  fitted  with  two  tubes  in  a  sepa- 
rate water-tight  compartment,  arranged  with  all  necessary  appliances 
for  operating  them  and  for  the  stowage  of  eight  5-meter  torpedoes.  The 
Department  has  proceeded  with  considerable  caution  in  the  matter  of 
submerged  torpedo  discharge,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  it 
will  not  now  be  thoroughly  successful. 

Monitors. — The  four  new  monitors  are  each  to  carry  two  12-inch  high- 
power  guns  in  a  single  turret,  together  with  four  4-inch,  three  6-pound- 
ers,  and  four  1-pounder  guns. 

Torpedoes  and  destroyers. — The  new  destroyers,  16  in  number,  will 
each  carry  two  tubes  for  5-meter  torpedoes,  and  have  an  armament  of 
two  12-pounder  and  five  6-pounder  rapid-firing  guns. 

The  new  torpedo  boats,  12  in  number,  will  each  carry  three  tubes  for 
3.55-meter  torpedoes,  and  have  an  armament  of  three  3-pounder  rapid- 
firing  guns. 

BUREAU   OF   CONSTETJOTION   AND   REPAIR. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Constructor  refers  to  the  large  amount  of 
work  done  at  the  principal  navy-yards  during  the  war.  At  the  five 
principal  yards,  namely,  Boston,  New  York,  League  Island,  Norfolk, 
and  Mare  Island,  the  force  under  the  construction  department  alone 
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was  increased  from  2,200  in  January  last  to  a  maxim  of  over  6,000. 
In  addition  to  the  maintenance  of  regular  naval  vessels  in  efficient 
condition,  the  greater  part  of  the  work  of  converting  auxiliary  ships 
was  carried  on  at  these  yards.  Private  shipyards  were  also  utilized 
extensively  for  conversion  and  repair  work,  and  rendered  valuable  serv- 
ice in  expediting  the  preparation  and  mainteuance  of  vessels  for  war 
purposes. 

Since  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  sub- 
mitted, the  following  vessels  have  been  conditionally  or  finally  accepted, 
and  are  now  a  part  of  the  effective  force  of  the  Navy : 


Name  of  ves- 
sel. 

Type. 

Speed 

re- 
quired 

b.y 

con- 
tract. 

Speed 

ob- 
tained 

on 
trial. 

Date  of  pre- 
liminary ac- 
ceptance. 

Date  of  final 
acceptance. 

Date  of  com- 
mission. 

By  -whom 
built. 

Knots. 

Knots. 

Prinoeton 

Composite 
gunboat. 

12 

10. 637 

July  25,1898 

May  27,1898 

IMalogue  &. 
Son. 

Eodgers 

Torpedo 
boat. 

24.5 

24.6 

Apr.  19,1898 

Sept.  26,1898 

Apr.     2,1898 

Columbian 
Ironworks. 

Winslow 

do 

24  5 

24.82 

Dec.   30,1897 

May  13,1898 

Dec.   29,1897 

Do. 

Du  Pont 

do 

27.5 

23.51 

Sept.  17, 1897 

Mar.  14,1898 

Sept.  23, 1897 

Herreshoff 
Mfg.  Co. 

Morris 

do   

22.5 

24.05 

May  12,1898 
Mar.  26,1898 
do 

May  11,1898 
Apr.    4,1898 
do 

Do. 

Talbot 

do 

20 

21.15 

Sept.  28, 1898 
do 

Do. 

Gwin 

do 

20 

20.88 

Do. 

McKee 

.do 

20 

19.8 

May  24,1898 

May  16,1898 

Ironworks. 

Iowa 

Sea -going 
battle  sbip. 

16 

17.09 

June  22, 1897 

Dec.     1, 1897 

June  16, 1897 

Wm.    Cramp 
&  Sons. 

NaahviUe.... 

Gnnboat... 

14 

16.30 

June  25, 1897 

Nov.  19,1897 

Aug.  19, 1897 

N  e  IV  p  0  r  t 
News  Co. 

do 

12 

13.02 

Ang.    6,1897 

Dec.    10,1897 

Sept.    1,1897 

Works. 

WheeliDg 

do 

12 

12.88 

do 

Dec.  16,1897 

Aug.  10, 1897 

Do. 

do 

12 

12.29 

July    8,1897 

Nov.  19,1897 

Oct.      5, 1897 

Works. 

Vicksbnrg . . . 

do 

12 

12.71 

do 

Dec.     2, 1897 

Oct.    23,1897 

Do. 

roote 

Torpedo . . . 

24J 

24.53 

July  28,1897 

Dec.     1, 1897 

Ang.    7,1897 

C  olumbian 
Iron  Works. 

CONTRACTS  FOE  NEW  VESSELS. 


Battle  ships. — The  Department,  in  issuing  circulars  and  plans  for  the 
three  battle  ships  authorized  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  concluded 
practically  to  ^upJicate  the  Illinois  class  as  regards  size,  speed,  arma- 
ment, etc.  It  was  decided  later  to  invite  bidders  to  submit  designs  of 
their  own,  preference  being  offered,  other  things  being  equal,*to  bids 
guaranteeing  the  highest  rate  of  speed  and  greatest  coal  endurance, 
without  exceeding  certain  limits  as  to  weight  of  engines,  boilers,  and 
coal,  and  the  space  allowed  for  the  same.  As  a  result  proposals  were 
received  for  18-knot  vessels  of  about  1,000  tons  greater  displacement 
than  the  Department  design,  the  only  material  change  being  an  increase 
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of  20  feet  in  length  and  such  alterations  in  the  design  of  boilers  and 
engines  as  were  necessary  to  meet  the  additional  requirements  of  power 
on  the  weight  allowed.  After  some  revision  and  preliminary  develop- 
ment of  the  new  designs,  contracts  were  made  for  these  vessels,  a 
clause  being  inserted  which  permitted  certain  changes  in  armor  and 
armament,  without  additional  cost  to  the  Government,  provided  the 
same  were  made  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  contract. 

The  maximum  coal  capacity  of  these  vessels  will  be  2,000  tons,  and 
the  vessels  will  be  tried  on  a  displacement  of  12,500  tons,  carrying 
1,000  tons  of  coal,  450  tons  of  ammunition,  and  675  tons  of  equipment 
and  stores,  under  which  conditions  the  guaranteed  speed  of  18  knots 
must  be  maintained  for  four  consecutive  hours.  The  contract  time  for 
the  new  battle  ships  is  thirty-three  months." 

Monitors. — Bids  for  the  monitors  were  invited  on  Department  plans 
only,  which  provided  for  vessels  of  about  2,700  tons  normal  displace- 
ment. The  contract  trial  speed  is  12  knots  and  the  contract  time  of 
completion  twenty-seven  months. 

No  firm  offered  to  build  more  than  one  of  these  vessels,  and  contracts 
were  awarded  to  the  lowest  four  bidders.  Special  consideration  was 
offered  to  bids  guaranteeing  completion  in  less  time  than  the  twenty- 
seven  months  fixed  as  the  maximum  contract  period.  The  only  material 
reduction  in  time  offered  was  to  twenty  months,  in  the  case  of  one  firm, 
whose  price,  however,  was  prohibitory.  The  design  of  these  vessels 
contemplates  carrying,  on  the  mean  normal  draft  of  12  feet  6  inches, 
the  full  supply  of  200  tons  of  coal,  all  stores  and  ammunition,  and  10 
tons  of  spare  feed  water. 

The  bids  for  the  construction  of  the  monitors  were  so  low  and  leaves 
so  large  a  residue  of  the  appropriation  for  them,  that  the  Department 
is  now  in  correspondence  with  the  contractors  with  a  view  to  increasing 
their  size  and  efficiency  at  such  an  increased  price  as  the  appropriation 
will  permit. 

Torpedo  boats  and  torpedo-boat  destroyers. — Proposals  for  the  building 
of  these  vessels  were  invited  under  two  classes — class  1  being  on 
plans  and  specifications  issued  by  the  Department,  and  class  2  on 
designs  submitted  by  the  bidders.  In  all  cases  the  size  was  fixed  within 
certain  limits  governed  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  appro- 
priating for  the  vessels.  The  minimum  speed  for  torpedo  boats  was 
fixed  at  26  knots  and  for  the  destroyers  at  28  knots;  the  contract  time 
in  the  case  of  the  former  being  limited  to  one  year  and  in  the  latter  to 
eighteen  months.  Special  consideration  was  offered  to  bids  guarantee- 
ing an  increase  in  speed  or  a  reduction  in  the  contract  period.  The 
bidding  was  very  satisfactory,  a  few  firms  confining  themselves  either 
to  the  Government  plans  or  to  their  own  designs,  but  a  number  offering 
alternative  bids  under  both  classes. 

No  offer  to  complete  within  a  period  shorter  than  that  specified  was 
made,  but  rates  of  speed  from  two  to  three  knots  greater  than  the 
lower  limit  fixed  were  guaranteed  in  a  number  of  cases.     With  the 
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exception  of  three  boats,  awarded  to  the  Bath  Irou  Works,  all  the  tor- 
pedo boats  have  been  contracted  for  on  Department  plans.  Several 
firms  have  been  awarded  contracts  who  have  not  as  yet  had  experience 
in  this  particular  line  of  work. 

Training  vessel  for  the  Naval  Academy. — This  vessel,  named  the 
Chesajaeake,  is  now  in  construction. 

Ounboatfor  the  lakes. — Plans  for  this  vessel  are  in  preparation,  and  a 
contract  will  be  made  as  soon  as  arrangements  under  existing  treaties 
will  permit. 

The  contracts  for  the  following  new  ships  were  awarded  to  the  low- 
est bidders  who  complied  with  the  requirements,  as  follows : 


Name. 


Battle  ships. 
No.  10.  Maine..... 
No.  11.  Missouri . . 
No.  12.  Ohio 

Monitors. 


No.  7.  Arkansas 

No.  8.  Connecticut 

No.  9.  Florida 

No.  10.  Wyoming 

Torpedo-boat  destroyers. 

No.  1,  Bainbridge 

No.  2,  Barry 

No.  3,  Chauncey 

No.  4,  Dale 

No.  5,  Decatur 

No.  6,  Hopkins 

No.7,Hnll 

No.  8,  Lawrence 

No.  9,  MacdoEOUgh 

No.  10,  Paul  Jonea 

No.  11,  Perry 

No.  12,  Preble 

No.  13,  Stewart 

No.  14,  Troxtun 

No.  15,  Whipple 

No.16,  Worden 


Torpedo  boats. 

No.  24,  Bagley 

No.  25,  Barney 

No.26,Biddle 

No.  27,  Blakely.... 

No.  28,  Do  Long 

No.  29,  Nicbolson.- 

No.  30,  O'Brien 

No.  3],Shubrick... 
No.  32,  Stockton... 
No.  33,  Thornton  .- 

No.  34,  Tingey 

No.  35,  Wilkes 


Contractor. 


Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons 

Newport  News  Shipbuilding  Co  . 
Union  Irou  Works 


Newport  News  Shipbuilding  Co  . 

Bath  Iron  Works 

Lewis  Nixon 

Union  Iron  Works 


Neafie  feLevy 

do 

do 

Wm.  E.  Trigg  Co 

do 

Harlan  &  Hollingsworth  Co . 

do 

Fore  River  Engine  Co 

do -„... 

Union  Iron  Works 

do 

do 

Gas  Engine  and  Power  Co.  - . 

Maryland  Steel  Co 

do 

do 


Bath  Iron  Works 

do 

do 

Lawley  &  Son 

do 

Lewis  Niion 

do 

WUliam  E.  Trigg  Co 

do 

do 

Columbian  Iron  Works 

Gas  Engine  and  Power  Co  . 


Contract 
price. 


$2,  886,  000 
2,  885,  000 
2,  899, 000 


860, 000 
862,  000 
825,  000 
875,  000 


283,000 
283,  000 
283,  000 
260,  000 
260, 000 
291,  000 
291, 000 
281,  000 
281,  000 
285,  000 
285,  000 
285, 000 
282, 000 
286, 000 
286, 000 
286, 000 

161,  000 
161,  000 
161,  000 
159,  400 
159,  400 
165,  000 
165,  000 
129,  750 
129, 750 
129,750 
168,  000 
146, 000 


Eemarks. 


Contractors'  plans. 
Do. 
Do. 


Government  plans. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Government  plans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Contractors'  plans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Government    plans, 
slightly  modified. 

Government  plans. 
Contractors'  plans. 

Do. 

Do. 


Contractors'  plans. 

Do. 

Do. 
Government  plan. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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Including  the  vessels  authorized  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  there 
are  now  under  construction  the  following: 

Battle  ships  (first-class) ^ 

Coast-defense  monitors r * 

Training  vessel 1 

Sheathed  cruiser  (building  in  England) 1 

Steel  tugs 2 

Torpedo-boat  destroyers 16 

Torpedo  boats 22 

Submarine  boat 1 

Total 55 

The  names  of  the  vessels  under  construction,  where  building,  contract 
speed,  and  probable  date  of  completion  are  given  in  the  following 
table : 


No. 


Name  of  vessel. 


Where  building. 


Contract 
speed. 


Probable 
date  of  com- 
pletion. 


BatUeshvps. 

Kearaarge 

Kentucky 

Illinois  a 

Alabamaa, 

Wisconsin  a  — 

Maine  h 

Missouri& 

OMoft 


Sheathed  cruiser. 


Albany . 


Monitors. 


Arkansas^ 

Connecticut  h 

Moridai 

Wyoming  & 

Torpedo-boat  destroyers. 

Bainbridge  h 

Barry  6 

Chaunoey  6 

Dale 

Decatur 

Hopkins  b 

HnU 

Lawrences 

MacDouougb& 

PanlJonesft 

Perry  b 

Prebleii 

Stewart  6 

Truxtun6 

WhippleS 

Worden  b 


Newport  News 

do 

do 

Cramp  &  Sons 

Union  Iron  Works. 

Cramp  &  Sons 

Newport  News 

Union  Iron  Works. 


Armstrong's,  England . 


Newport  News 

Bath  Iron  Works. .. 

Lewis  Nixon 

Union  Iron  Works.. 


Neafie  &  Levy 

do 

do 

Wm.  R.Trigg  Co 

do 

Harland  &  Hollingsworth . 

do 

Fore  River  Engine  Co 

do 

Union  Iron  Works 

do 

do 

G-as  Engine  and  Power  Co.. 

Maryland  Steel  Co 

do 

do 


Knots. 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
18 
18 
18 

20 


28 
29 
29 
30 
30 
29 
29 
29 
29 
30 
30 
30 


Aug.,      1899 

Do. 
Apr.,  1900 
Sept.  24, 1899 
Sept.  1,1899 
June  1,1901 
June  11, 1901 
June    5,1901 


Jan.  11,1901 

Jan.  19,1901 

Oct.  11,1900 

Jan.  5, 1901 


Apr.    1, 1900 
Do. 
Do. 


Apr.  19,1900 

Do. 
Jaji.   29,1900 
Feb.  28,1900 
Apr.    5, 1900 

Do. 

Do. 
Feb.  28,1900 
Apr.    4, 1900 

Do. 

Do. 


oThe  probable  date  of  final  completion  of  the  Illinois,  Alabama,  and  Wisconsin  is  based  on  the  sup- 
position that  armor  will  be  provided  in  due  season. 
6  The  date  of ' '  probable  completion  "  given  is  that  named  in  the  contract. 
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No. 


Name  of  vessel. 


Where  building. 


Contract 
speed. 


Probable 
date  of  com- 
pletion. 


Torpedo  boats. 


Dahlgren 

T.  A.M.  Craven. 

Farragut 


Davis . 
Fox... 


Mackenzie  ■ 


Stringham 

Goldsborough  . 

Bailey 

Bagleya 

Barney  a 

Biddlea 

Blakelya 

De  Longa 

Nicholson  a  — 

O'Brien  a 

Shubrick 

Stockton 

Thornton 

Tingeya 

Wilkesa 


Training  vessel  for   Naval 
Academy. 

Chesapeake 

Submarine  torpedo  boat. 

Plunger 

Fugs. 


Penacook . . 
Pawtucket. 


MoranBros. 


Bath  Iron  Works. 
do 


Union  Iron  "Works. 


"Wolff  &  Zwicker  . 
do 


Chas.  Hilman  Co. 


Harlan  &  Hollingsworth  . . 

Wolff  &  Zwicker 

Gas  Engine  and  Power  Co. 

Bath  Iron  "Works 

do 

do 

Geo.  Lawley  &  Sons 

....do 

Louis  Nixon 

do 

"Wm.  E.  Trigg  Co 

do 

do 

Columbian  Iron  Works 

Gas  Engine  and  Power  Co.. 


Bath  Iron  "Works . 


Columbian  Iron  Works. 


Navy -yard,  New  York 

Navy -yard,  Mare  Island,  Cal . 


Knots. 
26 


22.5 
22.5 


30 
30 
30 
28 
28 
28 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26.5 


Sailing. 


[Completed, 
except  oflEi. 
[    cia»  trial. 
Feb.     1, 1899 
Mar.    1,  1899 
(Completed, 
except  ofB- 
cial  trial. 
Do. 
Deo.     1, 1898 
[Completed, 
except  offi. 
[    cial  trial. 
Jan.  29,1899 
In  doubt. 
Feb.     1, 1899 
Oct.    19,1899 
Do. 
Do. 
Sept.  27, 1899 

Do. 

Sept.  26, 1899 

Do. 


Oct.      1, 1899 
Sept.  30, 1899 


June  16, 1899 


In  doubt. 


Dec.     1, 1898 
Do. 


aThe  date  of  "probable  completion"  given  is  that  named  in  the  contract. 

With  the  exception  of  the  three  battle  ships  and  four  monitors  last 
authorized,  every  vessel  in  the  list  of  those  under  construction  should 
be  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  1900. 

BUREAU  OF   STEAM  ENGINEERING. 


The  report  of  the  Engineer  in  Chief  calls  attention  to  the  enormous 
increase  in  the  work  of  the  Bureau,  due  to  the  war. 

In  advance  of  the  declaration  of  war,  orders  were  given  for  large 
amounts  of  boiler  tubes,  condenser  tubes,  and  material  for  the  manu- 
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facture  of  piping  and  fittings,  which  resulted  in  a  material  saving  of 
time  in  the  repairs  to  several  ships.  Most  of  the  ships  added  to  the 
Navy  required  to  be  supplied  with  evaporators  and  distillers,  and  fur- 
nished with  an  outfit  of  tools  and  stores.  It  was  also  necessary  to 
overhaul  the  machinery  and  make  extensive  repairs  and  alterations. 

New  water-tube  boilers  were  placed  in  the  old  monitors  Ganonicus, 
Manhattan,  and  Mahopac,  at  the  League  Island  yard,  which  it  was 
determined  to  utilize  for  coast  defense,  and  this  work  was  commenced 
within  five  hours  after  authority  was  given,  and  was  completed  in  about 
thirty  days. 

The  Key  West  Naval  Station  was  fitted  out  for  repair  work  as  rap- 
idly as  possible  and,  although  the  facilities  here  were  limited,  repairs 
were  made  to  64  vessels  during  the  fiscal  year. 

The  desirability  of  having  a  vessel  accompany  the  fleet  thoroughly 
equipped  for  making  extensive  repairs  was  early  apparent,  and  the 
Chatham  was  purchased,  renamed  the  Vulcan,  and  the  work  of  install- 
ing machine  tools,  cupola,  forges,  brass  furnaces,  etc.,  was  rapidly 
prosecuted.  She  carried  a  force  of  skilled  mechanics  and  a  large  outfit 
of  stores.  The  Vulcan  joined  the  fleet  at  Guantanamo  on  July  1,  and 
reports  up  to  the  end  of  August  showed  that  she  had  made  repairs  to 
63  ships  and  supplied  stores  to  60.  Her  usefulness  has  been  univer- 
sally admitted,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Department  to  provide  another 
ship  of  this  character  for  service  in  the  Pacific,  as  recommended  by  the 
Engineer  in  Chief. 

The  severe  tests  to  which  the  machinery  of  our  vessels  have  been 
put  during  the  period  of  the  war  have  shown  the  high  character  of  the 
work,  and  give  renewed  confidence  to  the  Department  in  the  eflBciency 
and  reliability  of  our  engines  and  boilers. 

The  performance  of  the  Oregon  on  her  trip  from  Puget  Sound  to  Key 
West  was  so  exceptional  as  to  justify  a  brief  reference.  Leaving  Puget 
Sound  on  March  6,  she  made  the  long  journey  of  over  14,500  miles  to 
Jupiter  Inlet,  on  the  Florida  coast,  and  was  not  delayed  an  hour  on 
account  oi  her  machinery.  The  only  stops  were  made  for  coal.  Imme- 
diately after  coaling  at  Key  West  she  took  her  place  in  the  blockading 
line  at  Santiago,  and  in  the  great  battle  of  July  3  quickly  developed  a 
power  greater  than  that  attained  on  her  trial  trip  and  a  speed  only 
slightly  less,  easily  distancing  all  the  other  ships  immediately  engaged 
except  the  Broohlyn,  and  forcing  the  fleetest  of  the  Spanish  cruisers  to 
surrender. 

Hardly  less  gratifying  as  a  test  of  its  machinery  was  the  trip  of  the 
Marietta,  This  little  vessel  of  a  thousand  tons  displacement  left  San 
Jose  de  Guatemala  on  March  16  and  arrived  at  Key  West  on  June  4, 
having  been  under  steam  continuously  for  nearly  three  months,  during 
which  time  she  covered  a  distance  of  over  13,000  miles.  This  vessel  is 
fitted  with  water -tube  boilers,  and  their  durability  and  reliability  for 
long  cruises  are  sufficiently  shown  by  this  performance. 
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WATER-TUBE   BOILERS. 

The  Department  has  for  a  number  of  years  recognized  the  advantages 
of  water-tube  boilers,  and  wherever  practicable  in  new  construction 
this  class  of  boiler  has  been  specified.  An  exception  was  made  in  the 
case  of  the  new  battle  ships,  which  it  was  at  first  determined  should  be 
identical  with  the  Alabama  class,  and  which  has  cylindrical  boilers. 
Afterwards  the  Department  issued  a  circular  to  bidders  which  encour- 
aged them  to  submit  designs  for  higher  speed  and  greater  endurance, 
and  finally  accepted  bids  oh  the  plans  of  the  contractors,  which  pro- 
vided for  a  ship  of  a  thousand  tons  greater  displacement,  an  increase  of 
6,000  horsepower,  of  2  knots  speed,  and  much  greater  coal  capacity. 
This  practically  makes  it  certain  that  water-tube  boilers  will  be  used  in 
these  vessels,  as  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  contractors  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  unless  boilers  of  this  class  are  installed. 

Water-tube  boilers  were  specified  for  the  new  coast-defense  monitors 
Florida,  Connecticut,  Wyoming,  and  Arkansas,  and,  of  course,  for  the 
new  torpedo  boats  and  destroyers.  The  use  of  these  boilers  has  practi- 
cally become  universal  for  naval  vessels,  as  greater  power  is  secured  on 
less  weight,  steam  is  more  quickly  and  readily  raised,  and  they  can  be 
replaced  or  practically  rebuilt  without  disturbing  the  decks  of  the  ves- 
sels, as  all  parts  are  small  enough  to  pass  through  the  permanent  open- 
ings in  the  ships. 

DISTILLING   SHIPS. 

It  early  became  apparent,  as  a  result  of  the  severe  services  in  southern 
waters,  that  an  increased  supply  of  fresh  water  was  necessary  for  the 
fleet,  the  evaporating  plants  of  the  ships  being  inadequate  to  continu- 
ously meet  the  demands  for  fresh  water.  To  remedy  this  deficiency 
the  Department  determined  to  provide  a  distilling  ship  to  accompany 
the  fleet,  and  selected  the  Iris  from  the  purchased  vessels  and  gave 
orders  to  install  as  rapidly  as  possible  an  evaporating  and  distilling 
plant  with  a  capacity  of  between  fifty  and  sixty  thousand  gallons  per 
day.  The  war  closed  before  the  completion  of  the  Iris,  but  she  was 
used,  to  supply  fresh  water  to  the  army  at  Camp  Wikoff  and  has  now 
been  detailed  to  accompany  the  Iowa  and  Oregon  to  the  Pacific. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Engineer  in  Chief,  a  second  ship — 
the  Bainbow — has  been  selected  as  a  distilling  ship,  with  a  duplicate 
plant  to  that  of  the  Iris. 

BUEEAtr   OP   SUPPLIES   AND   ACCOUNTS. 

The  report  of  the  Paymaster-General  covers  the  financial  operations 
of  the  Navy  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898. 

The  total  credits  under  all  naval  appropriations  amounted  to $137,  042, 869. 72 

The  total  debits  were 58,743,929.37 


Leaving  a  balance  on  June  30  of 78,298,940,35 
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The  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts  makes  all  purchases  for  the 
Navy,  directs  all  shipments  of  supplies,  and  maintains  accounts  cover- 
ing the  entire  Naval  Establishment.  It  performs  the  duties  which 
under  the  War  Department  are  performed  by  the  Pay,  Quartermaster, 
and  Commissary  departments. 

Early  in  March  a  base  of  supplies  was  established  at  Key  West,  and 
stores  for  8,000  men  for  three  months  were  kept  constantly  on  hand. 
At  the  Mare  Island  and  Norfolk  yards  supplies  for  4,000  men  for  the 
same  length  of  time  were  assembled  and  maintained,  while  similar 
provision  was  made  for  9,000  men  at  New  York. 

In  anticipation  of  hostilities  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Asiatic 
Squadron  was  authorized  early  in  April  to  purchase  a  collier  and  sup- 
ply ship,  and  within  forty-eight  hours  thereafter  the  ships  were  pur- 
chased and  the  latter  loaded  with  provisions  for  five  months.  Later 
the  City  of  Pekin  was  chartered  and  sent  from  San  Francisco  with 
three  months'  provisions  for  the  Asiatic  fleet  and  a  large  consignment 
of  miscellaneous  stores,  and  a  refrigerating  ship  was  sent  in  June  to 
Manila  with  fresh  meats  and  vegetables. 

In  order  to  supply  fresh  provisions  to  the  fleet  in  Cuban  waters  the 
refrigerating  ships  Supply,  Celtic,  and  Glacier  were  purchased,  loaded 
with  fresh  meats,  vegetables,  fruit,  ice,  etc.,  and  sent  to  the  different 
vessels  of  the  fleet  under  Admiral  Sampson. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that,  notwithstanding  the  immense  amount  of 
supplies  purchased  immediately  preceding  and  during  the  war  and  the 
necessity  of  expedition,  the  contractors  were  held  to  specifications, 
the  prices  paid  were  no  higher  than  before  the  emergency  arose,  and 
the  work  of  the  Bureau  was  performed  with  the  most  gratifying  efQ- 
ciency  and  promptness. 

BUEEAtr   OF   MEDICINE   AND   SURGERY. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Surgeon-General  shows  the  preparation  and 
operations  of  the  Bureau  during  the  war  with  Spain.  All  the  hospitals 
were  fully  equipped  and  all  vessels  furnished  with  medical  and  surgi- 
cal appliances  for  war.  An  ambulance  ship,  the  Solace,  was  purchased 
and  fitted  out  under  the  requirements  of  the  Geneva  Convention,  and 
has  been  in  constant  service,  bringing  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the 
navy  to  northern  naval  hospitals,  and,  whenever  practicable,  the  sick 
and  wounded  of  the  army  to  army  hospitals.  This  vessel  marks  a 
new  departure  in  the  care  of  the  sick  and  wounded  in  naval  warfare. 
With  comfortable  accommodations  for  two  hundred  patients,  and  fitted 
with  all  the  appliances  for  modern  antiseptic  surgery,  a  steam  disinfect- 
ing apparatus,  an  ice  machine,  a  steam-laundry  plant,  and  cold-storage 
rooms,  she  affords  every  convenience  of  the  modern  hospital,  and  the 
fact  that  but  one  of  our  wounded  died  in  consequence  of  his  wounds 
speaks  for  its  efficiency. 
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All  the  wounded  from  the  Spanish  vessels  in  the  battle  of  July  3 
were  taken  by  the  Solace  to  the  naval  hospital  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  and 
temporary  hospitals  were  built  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  to  receive  the 
sick  of  the  Spanish  naval  prisoners  landed  at  Seaveys  Island. 

Forty-three  volunteer  medical  ofQcers  were  appointed  after  examina- 
tion to  meet  the  increased  requirements  of  the  service,  and  one  of  their 
number,  Asst.  Surg.  John  Blair  Gibbs,  was  killed  in  action  at  Guan- 
tanamo  while  serving  with  the  Marine  Battalion. 

The  Hospital  Corps  of  the  Navy,  established  by  act  of  June  17, 1898, 
is  in  successful  operation,  and  will  prove  of  marked  benefit  by  putting 
in  the  medical  department  a  body  of  trained  men,  who,  by  reason  of  the 
hope  of  promotion  and  permanent  employment,  will  remain  in  the 
service. 

The  casualties  of  the  Navy  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


So 


Si? 
g>5 


•ga 


Action  of  Manila  Bay 

Action  off  Gienf uegos 

Action  off  Cardenas 

Action  oflf  San  Ju^,  Porto  Rico  .  .- 
Engagement  at  G-uantanamo,  Cuba. 
Engagement  off  Santiago  (June  22) 
Engagement  off  Santiago  (July  3).. 
Miscellaneous ; 

Eagle  (July  12) 

Bancroft  ( Ang  2) 

Amphitrite  (Ang.  6) 

Yankee  (Ang.  11) 

Total 


84 


67 


MISCELLANEOUS  RECEIPTS. 


A  detailed  statement,  prepared  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  for  the 
Navy  Department,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  showing  deposits  in 
the  Treasury  from  November  1, 1897,  to  November  1, 1898,  arising  from 
the  sale  of  condemned  stores,  materials,  nautical  books  and  charts, 
fuel,  clothing;  from  rents  of  Government  property;  from  supplies  fur- 
nished to  other  branches  of  the  Government,  and  from  other  lawful 
disposition  of  public  property  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Navy 
Department. 

The  total  amount  so  deposited  was  $125,905.94,  of  which  sum 
$26,536.89  was  covered  into  the  Treasury  as  "Miscellaneous  receipts  on 
account  of  proceeds  of  public  property,"  as  required  by  section  3618  of 
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the  Eevised  Statutes,  and  the  remainder,  $99,369.05,  carried  as  author- 
ized by  law  to  the  credit  of  the  proper  appropriations  to  be  applied  to 
naval  purposes. 

SALE   OF   CONDEMNED   VESSEL. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  of  this  Department  the  U.  S 
torpedo  ram  Alarm,  at  the  navy-yard,  New  York,  condemned  as  unfit  for 
further  service  and  stricken  from  the  Navy  Register  in  pursuance  of 
section  2  of  the  act  of  August  5, 1882  (Stat.  L.,  vol.  22,  p.  296),  has 
been  reappraised  and  disposed  of  at  public  sale  in  accordance  with  sec- 
tion 5  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1883  (Stat.  L.,  vol.  22,  p.  599). 

The  Alarm  was  first  appraised  April  16,  1897,  by  a  board  of  survey 
and  appraisal,  at  $12,000,  and  advertised  for  sale  at  that  time  to  the 
highest  bidder  above  her  appraised  value;  but  at  the  time  fixed  for 
the  opening  of  bids  no  offer  for  her  purchase  was  received.  The  board 
of  survey  and  appraisal  was  thereupon  reconvened  for  the  purpose  of 
surveying  and  reappraising  the  Alarm.  It  reported  that  the  vessel 
was  salable  only,  in  her  then  condition,  as  scrap  metal.  The  board 
recommended  the  removal  of  certain  machinery  and  fittings  from  the 
vessel,  and  upon  the  removal  of  such  material  appraised  the  vessel  at 
$800.  Proposals  were  again  invited  February  2, 1898,  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Alarm,  authority  having  been  previously  obtained  from  the  Presi- 
dent to  dispose  of  the  vessel,  if  necessary,  without  limiting  the  price  to 
its  appraised  value.  Pursuant  to  the  Department's  advertisement  the 
following  proposals  were  received  February  23, 1898,  viz : 

John  Hennessy,  New  York  City $1,575.00 

Wm.  J.  Bannerman,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 2,177.77 

Henry  A.  Hitner's  Sous,  Philadelphia,  Pa 2,905.50 

JohnW.  Sullivan,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 1,000.00 

Walsh's  Sons  &  Co.,  Newark,  N.  J 1,131.76 

John  H.  Gregory,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J 2,111.00 

The  bid  of  Messrs.  Henry  A.  Hitner's  Sons,  Philadelphia,  the  highest 
received,  was  accepted. 

The  expense  of  twice  advertising  the  sale  of  the  Alarm  was  $111,55, 
and  the  balance  of  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  vessel, 
$2,793.95,  has  been  covered  into  the  Treasury,  in  accordance  with 
section  3618  of  the  Eevised  Statutes,  as  "Miscellaneous  receipts  on 
account  of  proceeds  of  public  property." 

NATIONAL   DEFENSE  AND   EMERGENCY  FUND. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  Department  to  be  able  to  report  that  of  the 
appropriation  of  $50,000,000  "for  the  national  defense,"  to  be  expended 
at  the  discretion  of  the  President  (act  approved  March  9,  1898), 
$29,973,274.22  was  allotted  to  the  Navy  Department,  of  which  sum 
$618,447.17  is  reported  by  the  Bureaus  as  not  obligated,  and  it  is 
expected  will  revert  to  the  Treasury  January  1, 1899. 
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Of  the  appropriatious  of  $10,000,000,  approved  Jane  8,  1898,  and 
$15,000,000,  approved  July  7,  1898,  making  a  total  of  $25,000,000  for 
the  Navy  Department  for  an  emergency  fund  to  meet  unforeseen  con- 
tingencies, etc.,  there  has  been  allotted  $3,168,865.19.  Of  this  amount 
$407,631.26  has  not  been  obligated,  leaving  a  balance  November  16, 
1898,  of  $21,423,503.55,  which  it  is  expected  will  revert  to  the  Treasury 
January  1, 1899. 

Of  the  appropriation  of  $3,000,000,  providing  for  the  organization 
and  enrollment  of  the  United  States  auxiliary  naval  force,  there  remains 
a  balance,  November  16, 1898,  of  $2,274,236.79  not  obligated.  Thus  it 
will  be  seen  that  of  the  total  appropriated  for  the  emergency  fund  and 
the  auxiliary  naval  force,  $28,000,000,  there  remains,  not  obligated, 
$23,697,740.34,  which  under  existing  conditions  will  revert  to  the  Treas- 
ury January  1,  1899. 

There  is  also  to  be  put  to  the  credit  of  the  Navy  Department  the  sum 
of  $739,943.70,  being  the  amount  agreed  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  War 
Department  for  the  use  of  the  chartered  steamers  St.  Paul,  St.  Louis, 
Harvard,  and  Tale  for  the  transportation  of  troops. 


Summary. 

Amount. 

Not  obligated. 

For  the  national  defense. 

$29, 973, 274. 22 

25, 000, 000. 00 

3,  000,  000. 00 

$618, 447. 17 

21,423  503  55 

2,  274, 236.  79 

Navy  Department  to  be  reimbursed  by  "War  Department  for  cbar- 

57, 973,  274.  22 

24,316,187.51 

Total,  which  it  is  expected  at  this  date,  November  15,  1898, 

25,  056, 131. 21 

Appropriations,  expenditures,  and  balances  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898. 


Title  of  appropriation. 


Appropriations 
for  iiscal  year 
1898,  exclusive 

ofpnblicworks. 


Amounts 

drawn  in  fiscal 

year  1898. 


Balances  June 
30,  1898. 


General  establishment: 

Pay  of  the  Navy 

Pay,  miscellaneous 

Contingent,  Navy 

Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks : 

Maintenance 

Hepairs  and  preservation,  navy-yards 

Civil  establishment 

Contingent 

Naval  Home,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

Bureau  of  Equipment: 

Equipment  of  vessels 

Civil  establishment 

Contingent 

Naval  Observatory 


I,  235, 385. 00 

300, 000. 00 

7, 000. 00 

275, 000.  00 
440,  000. 00 
67, 110. 44 
15,  000  00 
78,  725  00 

,  558, 117. 00 

15,  525.  00 

15, 000. 00 

5,000.00 


$7, 270, 501. 74 

297, 274. 07 

2, 997. 04 

255,  255.  82 

379, 395. 02 

65,  316. 50 

14,  999. 07 
68, 804. 78 

1, 557, 574. 16 

15,  524. 96 
13, 008.  83 

4, 952. 23 


.{964,  883. 26 
2,  725. 93 
4, 002.  96 

19, 744. 18 
60, 604. 98 

1, 793.  94 
.93 

9, 920. 22 

542. 84 

.04 

1, 991. 17 

47.77 
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Appropriations,  expenditures,  and  balances  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898 — Cont'd. 


Title  of  appropriation. 


Appropriations 
for  tiscal  year 
1898.  exclusive 

ofpubiicworka. 


Bureau  of  Navigation : 

Pay,  Naval  Academy 

Repairs,  Naval  Academy 

Heating  and  lighting.  Naval  Academy 

Special  course.  Naval  Academy 

Contingent,  Naval  Academy 

Naval  War  College  and  Torpedo  School — 

Naval  Training  Station 

Gunnery  exercise 

Transportation,  recruiting,  and  contingent. 

Ocean  and  lake  surveys -.. 

Outfits  for  naval  apprentices 

Naval  station,  Newport,  K. X -. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance : 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores , 

Repairs - 

Civil  establishment 

Contingent 

Torpedo  Station 

Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair: 

Construction  and  repair 

Civil  establishment , 

Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering : 

Steam  machinery , 

Civil  establishment 

Contingent 

Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts : 

Provisions 

Civil  establishment 

Contingent 

Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery : 

Medical  department 

Repairs 

Contingent 

Naval  hospital  fund 

Ambulances  for  naval  hospitals 

Naval  cemetery,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 

Marine  Corps: 

Pay 

Clothing 

Provisions 

Fuel 

Repairs  of  barracks 

Military  stores 

Transportation  and  recruiting 

Forage 

Hire  of  quarters 

Contingent 

Total 


$106, 
21 
20, 
3, 
43, 
11. 


45, 

14, 

33, 

1, 

700, 
30, 
29, 
15, 
71, 

2, 100, 
19, 

985, 

11, 

1, 

1,405, 
70, 
50, 

75, 
20, 
30, 
20, 
1, 
1, 

764, 
97, 

100, 
19, 
45, 
13, 
15, 

'I 
33, 


401.45 
000.  00 
000. 00 
000. 00 
800. 00 
200. 00 
000. 00 
000. 00 
000. 00 
000. 00 
750.00 
000.00 

000. 00 
000. 00 
324.00 
000. 00 
500. 00 

000. 00 
972. 50 

000.00 
900. 00 
000. 00 

000. 00 
432.  03 
000.  00 

000. 00 
000. 00 
000. 00 
000.  00 
200. 00 
000. 00 

140. 20 
255. 00 
000.00 
500. 00 
600. 00 
297. 00 
000.  00 
000. 00 
996.  00 
700.  00 


18,  081, 830.  62 


Amounts 

drawn  in  fiscal 

year  1898. 


$106, 339. 87 

18. 970. 65 
17,  098. 74 

2,  521. 49 
38, 293. 27 

8, 771. 72 
29,  409.  86 

5, 207. 22 
41,929.69 
13, 369.  87 
28, 498.  20 
751. 39 

447, 228.  35 
25,708.46 
28, 137. 60 

14. 987. 66 
58, 150. 89 

1,939,321.11 
19, 256. 06 

971,  610. 11 

11,844.85 

652. 73 

1, 403,  605. 24 
66,  215. 14 
49,  978. 92 

70,908.70 
15, 171. 02 
21, 965. 87 
20,  000.  00 
1,  200.  00 


716, 358. 07 
06, 623. 18 
86, 283. 01 
12,  206.  08 
19, 314.  80 
11, 926. 90 
13, 930. 10 
1,  397. 49 
5, 283. 86 
29, 537.  03 


Balances  Jane 
30, 1898, 


16,415,569.42 


$61.  58 
2,  029. 35 
2,  901. 26 

478. 51 
5,  506. 73 
2,  428. 28 

590. 14 

792.78 
3, 070. 31 

630. 13 
5,251.80 

248.61 

252,771.65 

4, 291. 54 

1, 186. 40 

12.34 

13,  349. 11 

160,  678. 89 
716.44 

13,  389. 89 
55.15 
347. 27 

1,  394.  76 

4,  216. 89 

21.08 

4,  091. 30 
4,  8^8. 98 
8,  034. 13 


1,000.00 

47, 782. 13 
631. 82 

13,  716. 99 
7,29.1.92 

26,  285. 20 
1,  370. 10 
1,  069.  90 
1,  602. 51 
1,712.14 
4, 162.  97 


1, 66B,  261. 20 
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The  appropriationa  for  current  expeases  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30,  1898,  exclusive  of  public  works,  amounted  to $18,  081,  830.  62 

Drawn  by  requisitions  to  June  30,  1898 16,415,569.42 

Balances  July  1,  1898 1,666,261.20 

Drawn  by  requisitions  from  July  1,  1898,  to  October  31, 1898 1,  330, 236. 41 

Balances  November  1, 1898 336,024.79 

Add  balances  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  at  same  date 409. 83 

Available  balances  November  1, 1898 336,434.62 

The  foregoing  statement  embraces  all  expenditures  from  the  annual 
appropriations  made  for  tiie  fiscal  year  1898. 

The  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  1899  having  been  made  imme- 
diately available  by  the  act  of  May  4, 1898,  the  following  amounts  were 
drawn  from  these  appropriations  during  the  fiscal  year  1898 : 

Pay,  miscellaneous $13,076.62 

Maintenance  yards  and  docks 3,  305. 27 

Repairs  and  preservation,  navy-yards 11,  669. 33 

Equipment  of  vessels 103,  631. 44 

Naval  Observatory 235.68 

Repairs,  Naval  Academy 1, 400. 00 

Transportation,  recrnlting  and  contingent,  navigation 3, 550. 00 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 1, 400. 00 

Contingent,  ordnance 41. 75 

Construction  and  repair 534,  093. 41 

Steam  machinery Ill,  559. 00 

Provisions,  Navy 301,565.38 

Contingent,  supplies  and  accounts 175. 10 

Repairs,  medicine  and  surgery 18.00 

Contingent,  medicine  and  surgery 148.00 

Pay,  provisions,  etc.,  Marine  Corps _ 52, 468. 70 

Clothing,  Marine  Corps 4, 605. 16 

1,142,942.84 
There  was  also  expended  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  for 
national  defense,  Navy 20,622,415.20 

Total 21,765,358.04 

Ab.  98 60 
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Comparative  statement  of  estimates  and  appropriations,  1899-1900,  naval  estailishment. 


Navy  Department. 


Pay  of  the  Navy 

Pay,  misceLlaneons  . . . 

Contingent,  Navy 

Bareau  of  Navigation 

Naval  Academy 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  .. 
Bnrean  of  Equipment. 
Bureau  of  Tarda  and 

Docks , 

Public  works : 

Yards  and  docks.. 
Naval  Academy . . 
Naval     Observa^ 

tory 

Bureau   of  Medicine 

and  Surgery 

Bureau   of    Supplies 

and  Accounts 

Bureau  of  Construc- 
tion and  Eepair 

Bureau  of  Steam  En- 
gineering   

Marine  Corps 

Increase  of  the  Navy ; 
Construction  and 

machinery 

Armor  and  arma- 
ment   

Equipment 

Auxiliary  naval  force. 
Emergency  fund 

G-rand  total 


Estimates, 
1899. 


^8,149,060.00 

300,  000. 00 

7,  000.  00 

597,  675.  00 

234,577.45 

9,664,551.00 

8,074,153.40 

392, 710. 44 

6, 044, 612. 60 


34, 200. 00 

361, 600. 00 

525, 432. 03 

143, 007. 00 

167,  900. 00 
191,  966. 13 


3, 970, 473.  00 

4,  254,  800. 00 
215, 000. 00 


45,538,992.45 


Appropri- 
ated, 1899. 


$17, 955, 460. 00 

400,  000. 00 

7,  000. 00 

745, 175.  00 

232,  978. 45 

8,519,651.00 

8,116,153.40 

442, 710. 44 

4,908,012.50 
500, 000. 00 

11, 200.  00 

353, 100. 00 

3,175,432.03 

10,564,407.00 

6, 427,  900. 00 
1, 946, 154. 13 

13,  648, 473. 00 

7, 162,  800. 00 

415, 000. 00 

3,  000,  000. 00 

25, 000, 000.  00 


113,  529, 506.  95 


Estimates, 
1900. 


$12, 726, 440. 00 

500, 000. 00 

20,  000.  00 

495, 125. 00 

195, 463. 45 

2, 475, 124.  00 

2, 615, 455. 10 

453, 442. 23 


Increase  of 
estimates 
for  1900 
over 
amount  ap- 
propriated 
for  1889  for 
same  pur- 
pose. 


$100, 000.  00 

13,  000.  00 

202, 250.  00 

1,  252. 00 

894,  800. 00 

837,  276. 70 

12, 453. 29 


Decrease  of 
estimates 
for  1900 
as  com- 
pared with 
amount  ap- 
propriated 
for  1899  for 
same  pur- 
pose. 


$5,229,020.00 


5, 883, 699. 00  5,  038,  699. 00 
2,120,000.001,620,000.00 


10, 000.  00 

192, 500. 00 

3, 220, 432. 03 

3,  423, 407. 00 

1, 207, 900. 00 


5,000.00 

46,  500. 00 

95,  000. 00 

730, 000. 00 

165, 000.  00 


1,  366, 971. 27     108,  042. 14 


5,992,402.00 


4, 000, 000. 00 
200,000.00 


47,  098, 261. 08  9, 869, 173. 13 


452,  300. 00 

38,  777.  00 

6,939,227.00 

6,  336,  975. 00 

1,721.50 

4,063,012.50 


New  items, 
1900. 


$125. 000. 00 


6,  200. 00 

207, 100. 00 

50,  000.  CO 

7,  871,  000. 00 

5, 385,  000. 00 
686,225.00 

7,  656, 071.  00 

3, 162,  800. 00 

215,  000.  00 

3, 000, 000.  00 

25,  000,  COO.  00 


76, 300, 429. 00 


122,  800. 00 
1,850.00 

12, 185. 80 

4,  729, 899. 00 
1,  620,  000. 00 


225, 000. 00 


65, 000. 00 
81,  000. 00 


7,  027, 834. 80 
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Summary  of  labor  board  reports  for  the  year  ending  August  31, 1898,  and  comparison  of 

totals  for  1897. 
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9 
6 
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460 

9,086 
5,178 
3,661 

80 

6,340 

6,280 

58 

58 

1,460 
493 

3 

3,620 
2,310 

3,243 

4 

21 

5 

2,310 

83 

66 

461 

Norfolk  .      -           

4,420 
4,509 

165 

3,628 

2,998 
3,212 

563 

2 

3,332 

15 

18 

757 

Total  ]  898                        -              

31  254 

305 

22,  367 
6,538 

21, 152 

170 

182 

4,314 
982 

Total,  1897 

16,  226 

105 

6,699 

49 

62 

15,  028 

200 

15,829 

14,453 

121 

120 

3,332 

During  the  past  nine  months  the  practicability  of  the  system  of 
employing  laborers  and  mechanics  at  navy-yards  through  the  boards 
of  labor  employment  has  been  given  a  severe  test.  The  force  was 
approximately  doubled  within  a  period  of  sixty  days  after  February  15, 
1898,  and  in  all  trades,  with  the  exception  of  machinist,  mechanics  were 
secured  promptly.  The  demand  for  competent  machinists  exhausted 
the  registration  lists  on  several  occasions,  and  after  advertising  in  the 
press  that  this  class  of  mechanics  was  needed  a  sufficient  number  did 
not  register  to  meet  the  demand  at  two  or  three  of  the  yards. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Administration  to  give  preference  to 
those  persons  who  served  in  the  military  or  naval  service  during  the 
civil  war.  The  same  preference  will  be  given  to  persons  who  served  in 
the  Spanish- American  war.  Those  who  served  in  foreign  waters  or  on 
foreign  soil  will  be  accorded  preference  as  veterans,  and  those  who 
served  in  the  United  states  or  its  waters,  who  did  not  reach  the  front, 
will  be  given  preference  next  after  veterans,  provided,  of  course,  that 
as  a  preliminary  to  registration  they  present  an  honorable  discharge. 
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LEGISLATION  RECOMMENDED. 


The  Department  desires  to  call  attention  to  the  recommendations  in 
the  report  of  the  Judge- Advocate-General  of  the  Navy  for  certain  leg- 
islation which  in  the  interest  of  the  service  should  be  enacted. 

CIVILIAN  WITNESSES. 

First.  That  authority  be  given  naval  courts-martial  and  courts  of 
inquiry  to  summon  and  obtain  the  testimony  of  civilian  witnesses. 
The  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  passed  an  act  giving  this 
power  to  naval  courts,  and  providing,  in  case  of  contempt,  that  the 
president  of  such  naval  court  may  certify  the  offense  to  the  nearest 
United  States  court  for  its  action,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  offense  had 
been  committed  in  a  proceeding  before  that  court.  This  bill  only 
awaits  the  action  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  enactment  of 
this  measure  into  law  will  enable  offenders  to  be  punished  in  many 
Instances  where  conviction  is  now  impossible. 

DEPOSITIONS. 

Second.  That  naval  courts  be  empowered  to  use,  under  proper  restric 
tions,  the  depositions  of  witnesses  in  like  manner  as  is  done  under 
article  91  of  the  Articles  of  War  in  cases  before  military  courts.  Such 
legislation  is  especially  desirable  for  the  Navy,  as  witnesses  whose  tes- 
timony is  necessary  are  frequently  on  duty  at  distant  points.  A  bill 
embodying  the  views  of  the  Department  in  this  matter  was  introduced 
in  the  House  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

REMOVAL  OF   CHARGE   OF   DESERTION. 

Third.  That  the  act  of  August  14,  1888,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  for  a  period  of  five  years  from  its  date,  to  remove  the  charge 
of  desertion  in  certain  cases,  be  reenacted  without  the  limitation  as  to 
time.  A  bill  having  this  object  in  view  was  introduced  in  the  House  at 
the  last  session  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  but 
seems  never  to  have  been  reported.  It  provides  a  simple  act  of  justice 
to  our  veteran  sailors  and  marines  who  are  now,  in  their  old  age 
debarred  from  certain  privileges  which  they  should  have,  and  removes 
the  stain  of  desertion  from  their  records. 

THIRTY  YEARS'   SERVICE. 

Fourth.  That  enlisted  men  in  the  Navy  who  have  served  for  thirty 
years  be  given  the  benefits  of  retirement,  as  now  allowed  to  the  enlisted 
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passed  the  Senate  at  the  first  session  of  the  present  Congress  and  now 
awaits  the  action  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives.  This  matter  is 
fully  dealt  with  in  the  report  of  the  Department  under  the  head  of 
"Personnel." 

EXAMINING  AND   RETIRING  BOARDS. 

Fifth.  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  1,  1890,  relating  to 
the  examination  of  ofiicers  of  the  Army  for  promotion,  should  be  made 
applicable  to  the  B'avy.  It  provides  that  an  examining  board  shall 
resolve  itself  at  once  mto  a  retiring  board  in  cases  where  the  candidate 
for  promotion  is  found  physically  disqualified. 

CLASSIFICATION  OE  VESSELS. 

Sixth.  That  sections  1529  and  1530  of  the  Eevised  Statutes,  specify- 
ing the  classification  of  the  vessels  of  the  Navy,  be  repealed,  as  the 
classification  therein  provided  relates  to  vessels  which  have  now  become 
obsolete.  The  general  division  of  naval  vessels  into  classes,  upon  the 
basis  of  tonnage,  would  be  much  more  satisfactory,  and  would  be  appli- 
cable to  present  conditions. 

PATENTS  BY   OEPICERS. 

Seventh.  That  provision  be  made  for  the  use  by  the  Government  of 
improvements  patented  by  ofiicers  of  the  Navy,  leaving  the  question 
of  compensation  to  the  determination  of  the  courts.  The  Senate  at  its 
last  session  passed  a  measure  having  this  object  in  view,  but  it  failed 
in  the  House. 


INCREASE   OF   PAY   CORPS. 

The  Department  approves  the  recommendation  of  the  Paymaster- 
General  that  authority  be  given  to  appoint  additional  officers  in  the 
Pay  Corps. 

EXAMINATION   OF   CHIEF   ENGINEERS   FOR   PROMOTION. 

Chief  engineers  may  have  four  grades  of  relative  rank — ^lieutenant, 
lieutenant-commander,  commander,  or  captain — but  at  present  are 
examined  only  for  the  lowest  grade.  It  is  recommended  that  an  exami- 
nation be  required  for  each  of  the  grades  of  chief  engineer,  in  order 
that  at  frequent  intervals  the  physical  condition  and  professional  quali- 
fications of  these  ofl&cers  may  be  determined. 

NAVAL   SUPPLY  FUND. 

The  promptness  and  economy  with  which  supplies  were  furnished  in 
the  rush  incident  to  the  war  were  largely  due  to  the  naval  supply 
fund.  This  fund  has  now  been  in  operation  for  five  years,  and  its 
value  and  utility  have  been  thoroughly  demonstrated.  It  has  been 
increased  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  recommendations  of  the  bureaus 
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and  of  the  Department,  and  is  now  $1,600,000,  It  is  believed  that,  in 
the  interest  of  economy  and  efficiency,  this  fund  should  be  still  further 
enlarged,  so  as  to  enable  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts  to  carry 
such  a  large  and  varied  stock  of  ordinary  commercial  articles  as  the 
needs  of  a  growing  Kavy  demand.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that 
authority  be  granted  to  increase  the  naval  supply  fund  to  $2,500,000. 

PAY  OF  THE  NAVY  DEPOSIT  FUND. 

The  recommendation  made  in  my  last  annual  report  is  renewed,  that 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  January  9, 1898,  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  deposit  of  savings  of  seamen  of  the  United  States  Navy,"  be  made 
applicable  to  the  Marine  Corps. 

SALE   OF  VESSELS. 

Provision  should  be  made,  giving  authority  to  seU  vessels  purchased 
for  the  war,  which  are  no  longer  of  use. 

PBOPESSOKS   OF  MATHEMATICS. 

The  recommendation  made  in  my  last  annual  report  is  renewed,  that 
the  statute  authorizing  the  appointment  of  professors  of  mathematics 
be  so  amended  that,  without  disturbing  those  who  now  hold  office,  no 
further  appointments  shall  be  made.  The  reasons  for  this  recommenda- 
tion are  fully  set  forth  on  page  24  of  my  last  annual  report.  It  is  an 
indefensible  discrimination  that  this  favored  class,  exposed  to  no  mili- 
tary or  naval  hazard,  should  enjoy  a  pension  which  is  not  given  to 
other  civilians. 

Attention  is  also  directed  to  the  fact  that  if  this  recommendation  is 
adopted  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  astrono- 
mers at  the  Naval  Observatory  to  take  the  places,  as  they  shall  become 
vacant,  of  existing  professors  of  mathematics  who  now  serve  in  that 
capacity. 

TRANSPORT   SERVICE. 

In  view  of  the  difficulties  which  have  been  encountered  in  the  trans- 
portation of  troops  by  sea  in  the  recent  war,  it  is  recommended  that 
the  transport  service  be  put  under  the  control  of  the  Kavy  Depart- 
ment. The  recent  experiences  in  the  convoying  of  troops  from  Tampa 
to  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  from  San  Francisco  to  the  Philippine  Islands, 
and  the  landing  of  troops  and  supplies,  make  it  evident  that  we  should 
follow  the  universal  practice  in  foreign  countries  of  placing  this  work 
in  the  hands  of  naval  oflflcers. 

To  make  the  transport  service  efiacient  it  must  necessarily  be  carried 
on  in  vessels  large  enough  to  carry  a  complete  infantry  regiment,  with 
all  accouterments,  arms,  ammunition,  supplies,  etc.,  landing  at  their 
destination  in  as  good  or  better  condition  than  when  received  on 
board.  It  is  believed  that  this  can  best  be  accomplished  by  placing 
the  responsibility  in  the  hands  of  people  who  are  accustomed  to  hand- 
ling and  caring  for  large  bodies  of  men  on  board  ship. 
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If  this  recommendation  commends  itself  to  Congress,  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  construction  of  two  transports,  one  for  the 
Atlantic  and  one  for  the  Pacific  coast. 

NAVAL  BESEEVE. 

The  experience  of  the  war  has  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  estab- 
lishing a  national  naval  reserve,  to  be  recruited  from  those  who  served 
in  the  Navy  during  the  recent  war  and  from  the  various  seafaring 
classes,  to  be  maintained  by  Federal  appropriations,  and  to  be  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  National  Government  in  time  of  war. 

The  Department  has  drawn  a  bill  which  provides  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  such  a  reserve  and  will  submit  it  to  Congress. 

CORPS   OF   JUDaE-ADVOOATES. 

Naval  jurisprudence  is  a  distinct  branch  of  the  law.  Itrequires  study 
and  experience,  and  for  its  efi&cient  and  successful  administration  a 
trained  corps  of  officers  who  can  devote  themselves  wholly  to  it.  The 
present  practice  of  the  Department  is  to  detail  oflBcers  for  duty  under 
the  Judge- Advocate-General  from  any  branch  of  the  service,  but  these 
officers  are  without  the  trainiTig  and  experience  in  the  law  which  are 
important  to  the  i)roper  administration  of  justice.  The  time  has  come 
when  the  subject  is  of  such  importance  as  to  justify  the  creation  of  a 
small  judge-advocate's  corps  upon  a  basis  as  to  organization  corre- 
sponding to  that  now  existing  in  tne  Army. 

The  efficiency  of  such  a  corps  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Depart- 
ment, be  materially  promoted  if  it  were  provided  that  appointments 
might  be  made  from  the  service  or  from  civil  life,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  appointing  power,  persons  only  being  eligible  who  are  learned  in 
both  civil  and  military  law,  promotions  to  be  made  according  to  relative 
seniority  as  vacancies  occur. 

The  duties  which  devolve  upon  the  office  of  the  Judge-Advocate- 
General  of  the  Navy  are  of  great  importance  to  the  Department.  He 
is  the  legal  adviser  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  has  the  drawing  up 
and  making  of  all  contracts  for  the  construction  of  vessels,  the  manu- 
facture of  armor,  etc.,  and  has  direct  charge  of  all  matters  involving 
the  administration  of  justice  in  the  Navy.  The  work  of  the  office  of 
the  Judge-Advocate-General  has  steadily  increased,  and  is  of  such  an 
important  nature  and  so  efficiently  performed  as  to  merit  the  approval 
of  the  Department. 

NAVAi  INTELLIGENCE   OFFICE. 

The  office  of  Naval  Intelligence  has,  for  a  number  of  years,  performed 
duties  of  an  important  nature,  but  has  not  received  legislative  recog- 
nition. 

The  work  of  this  office  mainly  consists  in  collecting  and  classifying 
information  regarding  the  growth  and  progress  of  foreign  navies,  and 


952       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

their  materiel,  construction,  and  personnel;  tlie  defenses  of  foreign 
ports,  and  all  information  which  may  be  of  value  to  the  Navy  in  the 
event  of  hostilities. 

Under  this  ofiftce  the  Department  maintains  at  the  principal  capitals 
of  the  world  a  number  of  naval  attaches  who  furnish  to  the  Offlce  of 
Naval  Intelligence  all  the  information  obtainable  in  relation  to  naval 
progress  abroad.  The  work  of  arranging,  classifying,  and  cataloguing 
this  information  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  it  quickly  obtainable 
requires  a  high  degree  of  ability.  The  recommendation  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Naval  Intelligence  Office  for  appropriations  for  the  clerical  force 
employed  under  him  is  commended. 

PERSONNEL. 

It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Department  that  House  bill  No.  10403, 
which  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  by  the  Naval 
Committee  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  be  promptly  taken  up  on  the 
reassembling  of  Congress  and  passed.  This  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House  as  a  substitute  for  House  bill  No.  7443,  which  was  drafted  by  a 
board  appointed  by  the  Department,  consisting  of  the  then  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  as  chairman,  and  a 
number  of  officers  of  the  line  and  the  engineer  corps  as  members. 

The  bill  provides — 

1.  For  the  amalgamation  of  the  officers  of  the  line  and  the  Engineer 
Corps  of  the  Navy. 

2.  For  an  increase  of  99  officers  in  the  new  line  of  the  Navy. 

3.  For  a  regular  and  constant  flow  of  promotion. 

4.  For  a  readjustment  of  the  numbers  in  the  different  grades  of  the 
construction  corps. 

5.  For  the  retirement  of  officers  who  served  creditably  during  the 
civil  war  in  the  next  higher  grade. 

6.  For  a  change  in  the  title  of  naval  cadet  to  that  of  midshipman. 

7.  That  the  course  at  the  Naval  Academy  be  decreased  from  six  to 
four  years.  ^ 

8.  For  the  appointment  of  100  warrant  machinists. 

9.  That  the  pay  of  the  new  line  of  the  Navy  shall  be  the  same  as 
that  of  officers  of  the  Marine  Corps  or  infantry  of  the  Army. 

10.  That  the  term  of  enlistment  be  increased  to  four  years,  and  that 
all  enlisted  men  of  the  Navy  shall  have  all  the  privileges  now  granted 
by  law  to  enlisted  men  of  the  Army  and  Marine  Corps. 

11.  For  a  reorganization  of  the  Marine  Corps. 

This  measure,  it  is  believed,  meets  the  views  of  the  great  body  of 
naval  officers.  Its  essential  fairness  is  recognized  by  all,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Department  its  enactment  will  result  in  incalculable 
benefit  to  the  service. 

The  amalgamation  of  the  officers  of  the  line  and  engineer  corps  is  a 
natural  evolution,  and  involves  no  radical  departure  in  the  education 
of  officers.    .It  removes  causes  of  friction  and  jealousy;  it  makes  officers 
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of  the  line  capable  of  performing  duty  iu  the  engine  room  as  well  as 
on  deck,  and  officers  of  the  engineer  force  capable  of  taking  a  turn  of 
watch  duty  or  fighting  the  ship  should  it  become  necessary. 

The  additional  number  of  officers  which  it  provides  is  less  than  was 
asked  for  by  the  Department  in  its  last  annual  report,  but  this  defi- 
ciency it  is  believed  will  be  mad,e  up  by  the  provision  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  warrant  machinists. 

The  provision  with  regard  to  the  Naval  Academy  course  will  result 
in  the  immediate  commissioning  of  the  two  classes  now  at  sea,  and  the 
shortening  of  the  term  to  four  years  will  make  a  constant  and  uniform 
increase  of  about  40  per  cent  in  the  number  of  graduates  from  that 
institution. 

It  is  better  if  all  officers  who  go  into  the  service  have  the  education  of 
the  Naval  Academy.  The  volunteer  officers  appointed  for  the  war  with 
Spain  have  rendered  valuable  services,  but  it  is  necessary  to  consider 
the  fact  that  they  were  not  always  capable  of  performing  all  the  duties 
of  the  trained  officer  who,  in  addition  to  graduating  from  the  Naval 
Academy,  had  the  benefit  of  continued  service  and  experience  in  the 
special  line  of  naval  work. 

The  naval  officer  of  to-day  must  not  alone  have  a  knowledge  of 
seamanship  and  navigation,  but  must  be  trained  in  the  technicali- 
ties of  electrical  engineering,  ordnance,  the  use  of  the  torpedo,  be 
grounded  in  higher  mathematics,  and  familiar  with  the  customs  and 
practices  of  the  service  in  its  associations  with  foreign  naval  and  dip- 
lomatic representatives.  He  must  be  a  many-sided  man,  ready  at  the 
orders  of  the  Department  to  take  up  any  branch  of  duty  and  perform 
it  intelligently.  The  officers  who  come  into  the  service  from  civil  life, 
while  full  of  zeal  and  energy,  necessarily  lack  the  training  and  experi- 
ence which  qualify  them  to  perform  many  of  these  duties.  Congress, 
in  the  act  authorizing  appointments  from  civil  life,  limited  such  appoint- 
ments to  the  period  of  the  emergency  created  by  the  war  with  Spain. 

The  number  of  officers  now  allowed  by  law  is  921.  Under  the  per- 
sonnel-bill law  the  number  will  be  1,020.  A  comparison  of  the  figures 
as  provided  by  the  new  bill  with  the  number  at  present  allowed  is 
shown  in  the  following  table : 


New  line  of  thi.  Navy. 

Flag  rank  (rear-admiral) 18 

Captains 70 

Commanders 112 

Lieutenant-commanders 170 

Lieutenants  (senior) 300 

Lieutenants  (junior) 

Ensigns 350 

Total 1,020 


Present  line  and  Engineer  Corps. 


6 

10 
45 
85 
74 


Rear-admirals 

Commodores 

Captains 

Commanders 

Lieutenant-commanders 

Lieutena,nts  (senior) 250 

Lieutenants  (junior) 75 

Ensigns 181 

Chief  engineers 70 

Past  assistant  engineers 66 

Assistant  engineers 59 


Total 


921 
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In  consequence  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  ofQcers  and  of  the 
provision  making  the  pay  of  the  new  line  the  same  as  that  of  the 
oflcers  of  the  Marine  Corps  or  the  Infantry  of  the  Army,  the  expense 
under  the  head  of  "  Pay  of  the  Navy  "  will  be  increased  about  $600,000. 
It  should  be  noted  that  $230,000  of  this  sum  is  for  the  pay  of  the  99 
additional  ofQcers  authorized,  and  that  the  actual  increase  to  the 
officers  now  in  the  service  is  only  $360,000.  This  is  a  small  amount 
when  distributed  among  921  ofiicers. 

But  why  should  this  be  considered,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
pay  provided  in  the  bill  is  only  what  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  the 
Marine  Corps  of  like  rank  have  been  receiving  for  years?  Are  the 
services  of  the  Navy  less  valuable  to  the  country?  The  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  the  naval  officer,  it  is  submitted,  are  certainly  equal 
to  those  of  the  other  branches  of  the  military  service,  and  the  demands 
upon  him,  by  reason  of  his  absence  from  home,  and  the  necessity  of 
returning  while  on  shipboard  the  courtesies  of  which  he  is,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  United  States,  often  a  recipient,  necessarily  involve 
additional  demands  upon  his  private  purse.  By  reason  of  ability, . 
responsibility,  and  the  value  of  the  services  performed,  the  naval 
officer  is  entitled  to  equal  pay  with  his  brother  officer  in  other  branches 
of  the  military  service,  and  it  is  hoped  that  Congress  will  not  longer 
deny  it  him. 

The  bill  also  provides  for  a  regular  flow  of  promotion  from  the  lower 
to  the  higher  grades,  and  in  order  to  accomplish  this  in  the  event  that 
the  retirements  for  age  do  not  create  a  sufficient  number  of  vacancies, 
a  board  composed  of  officers  of  high  rank  will  select  for  retirement, 
from  among  those  officers  whose  records  show  them  to  be  the  least  effi- 
cient, the  officers  necessary  to  create  the  requisite  vacancies. 

Section  8  of  the  bill  provides  for  the  voluntary  retirement  of  officers 
in  certain  cases,  and  the  resort  to  compulsory  retirement  is  to  be  made 
only  when  the  vacancies  created  by  voluntary  retirement  and  retire- 
ment for  age  are  not  sufficient.  It  is  believed  that  this  will  result  in 
material  benefit  to  the  service,  not  alone  by  reason  of  the  promotions 
made,  but  also  by  weeding  out  of  the  service  officers  who  are  the  least 
efficient. 

The  provision  granting  the  privilege  of  retirement  to  enlisted  men 
after  thirty  years'  service  is  only  granting  them  the  privilege  now 
enjoyed  by  the  enlisted  men  in  the  Army  and  Marine  Corps.  It  is  a 
simple  act  of  justice  to  these  men,  who,  after  rendering  faithful  service 
and  incurring  the  dangers  of  military  life,  find  themselves  in  their  old 
age  without  any  provision  for  their  support  in  their  declining  years. 
The  enlisted  men  in  the  Marine  Corps,  with  whom  they  serve  side  by 
side,  are  allowed  this  privilege.  It  should  no  longer  be  denied  to  the 
enlisted  men  in  the  Navy. 

The  section  which  relates  to  the  reorganization  of  the  Marine  Corps 
provides  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  officers,  and  that  the  Com- 
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mandant  of  the  Corps  shall  have  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General. 
During  the  war  the  Marine  Corps  numbered  116  oflScers  and  4,700  men, 
and  the  peace  strength  of  the  Corps  is  over  3,000  men.  This  number 
should  be  increased  as  hereinbefore  recommended.  From  1867  to  1874 
the  rank  of  the  Commandant  was  brigadier-general,  and  during  this 
period  the  Corps  was  smaller  than  at  the  present  time. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  discuss  this  measure  in  great  detail,  as 
its  provisions  have  been  so  fully  and  clearly  set  forth  in  the  very  able 
report  submitted  with  the  bill. 

The  Department  desires,  however,  to  emphasize  the  importance  of 
its  early  consideration  and  enactment.  The  Navy  has  won  a  warm 
place  in  the  hearts  of  our  people;  it  is  our  strong  arm  of  defense;  it 
has  the  confidence  of  the  country,  and  by  its  magnificent  work  has 
entitled  itself  to  every  consideration  at  the  hands  of  Congress.  This 
bill  provides  at  once  some  measure  of  reward  for  past  achievement  and 
a  promise  of  increased  efSciency  and  greater  usefalness  in  the  future. 


In  this  connection  the  Department  suggests  the  propriety  of  legisla- 
tion, such  as  formerly  existed,  whereby  the  way  may  be  opened  for  men 
in  the  ranks  to  rise  by  merit  to  offlcial  grade.  This  might  be  done  by 
authorizing  the  President  to  annually  appoint,  in  accordance  with  sec- 
tion 1515  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  five  naval  cadets  from  the  naval 
apprentices  possessing  the  legal  qualifications,  who  have  been  at  least 
two  years  in  the  service,  one  year  of  which  has  been  spent  on  board  a 
naval  vessel  commissioned  for  sea  service. 

REWARDS   OP    OPFICBES. 

The  injustice  of  the  present  system  of  rewarding  of&cers  for  conspic- 
uous conduct  in  battle  and  extraordinary  heroism  is  so  apparent  that 
the  Department  desires  to  set  before  Congress  the  facts  in  full  and  to 
recommend  a  change  in  the  present  law  on  this  subject. 

As  a  result  of  the  recent  war  certain  officers  of  the  Navy  who 
deserved  reward,  and  who  under  existing  law  could  have  it  in  no  other 
way,  were  promoted  over  the  heads  of  their  brother  officers  who,  by 
reason  of  the  necessity  for  their  services  on  other  duty  not  less  impor- 
tant, had  no  chance  to  participate  in  the  battles  of  Manila  and  San- 
tiago. This  worked  a  hardship  in  many  cases  and  in  some  instances 
prevented  officers  who  are  of  great  desert  from  the  chance  of  reaching 
the  highest  grade  of  the  Navy. 

The  promotion  of  certain  captains  who  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Santiago  renders  it  practically  certain  that  others  will  be  retired  as 
commodores,  who,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  promotion,  would  otherwise 
have  reached  the  grade  of  rear-admiral  and  been  retired  as  such.  This 
will  make  a  difference  in  the  retired  pay  of  these  officers  of  $750  a  year 
in  each  case,  and  is  indeed  a  direct  punishment  to  them.    Whereas, 
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having  performed  arduous  duties  during  the  period  of  the  war  in  a 
highly  efficient  manner,  they  are  rather  entitled  to  be  rewarded. 

This  method  of  promotion  has  the  effect  in  some  cases  of  setting  back 
oflBicers  who  have  previously  been  advanced.  Captains  advanced  for 
good  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Manila  have  lost  numbers  by  the  promo- 
tion of  other  captains  who  participated  in  the  later  battle  of  Santiago. 
In  the  event  of  prolonged  hostilities  it  is  quite  possible  that  an  officer, 
rewarded  in  this  manner,  might  not  only  lose  all  the  benefits  of  his 
promotion,  but  even  finally  find  himself  lower  on  the  list  than  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war. 

This  method  of  reward  is  not  satisfactory,  it  is  believed,  to  anyone. 
No  duty,  for  instance,  in  time  of  war,  is  more  important  than  that  per- 
formed by  the  Bureau  chiefs  at  the  Department  or  by  the  officers  at 
the  navy-yards  and  stations  if  our  fleets  are  to  be  maintained  in  an  effi- 
cient condition.  And  yet  these  officers,  who  have  borne  great  responsi- 
bilities and  worked  day  and  night,  find  themselves  not  rewarded  but 
punished  to  the  extent  of  relative  reduction  in  numbers,  and  of  delay 
in  promotion,  with  the  resulting  loss  of  pay.  To  correct  this,  the 
Department  recommends  legislation  to  the  end  that  some  other  system 
of  reward  for  merit  be  adopted,  so  that  in  rewarding  one  officer  injus- 
tice shall  not  be  done  to  another;  and  also,  that  in  those  cases  in  which 
officers  have  during  the  present  war  been  jumped,  it  shall  be  provided 
that  this  shall  not  operate  to  their  disadvantage,  and  that  they  shall 
still  have  their  regular  promotion  as  before.  Bills  have  been  drawn 
for  both  these  objects,  and  will  be  submitted  to  Congress. 

REVIVAL    OF    THE    GRADE    OP    ADMIRAL,   AND    VIOE-ADMIEAL. 

Section  1362  of  the  Eevised  Statutes  provides  that — 

The  active  list  of  the  line  officers  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  shall  be  divided 
into  eleven  grades  as  follows,  namely :  First,  admiral;  second,  vice-admiral;  third, 
rear-admiral;  fourth,  commodore,  etc.     *     •     * 

This  section  of  the  Eevised  Statutes  further  provides : 

That  vacancies  occurring  in  the  grades  of  admiral  and  vice-admiral  shall  not  he 
filled  by  promotion,  or  in  any  other  manner;  and  that  when  the  offices  of  said 
grades  shall  become  vacant,  the  grade  itself  shall  cease  to  exist. 

These  grades  were  created  for  the  purpose  of  rewarding  certain 
officers  who  rendered  distinguished  service  during  the  civil  war.  The 
grade  of  admiral  ceased  to  exist  upon  the  death  of  Admiral  David  D. 
Porter,  and  the  grade  of  vic6-admiral  ceased  to  exist  on  the  death  of 
Vice- Admiral  Stephen  0.  Eowan. 

It  is  the  recommendation  of  the  Department  that  the  grades  of 
admiral  and  vice-admiral  be  revived,  temporarily  as  before,  to  be  filled 
by  such  officers  as  it  may  be  the  pleasure  of  the  President  to  nominate 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint. 
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ENLISTED   MEN  AND   APPRENTICES. 

The  recommendation  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  is 
approved  that  Congress  give  authority  to  increase  the  enlisted  force 
whenever  necessary  to  20,000  men  and  to  enlist  apprentices  to  the 
number  of  2,500.  While  it  would  not  be  the  intention  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  enlist  this  number  of  men  until  such  time  as  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  vessels  shall  make  it  necessary,  it  is  nevertheless  desir- 
able that  this  authority  be  granted  in  order  that  the  Department  may 
keep  in  commission  such  of  the  auxiliary  ships  recently  purchased  as  is 
deemed  desirable  and  have  sufficient  men  to  man  the  new  ships  as  they 
are  completed. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  apprentices  asked  for  will  enable  the 
Department  to  constantly  add  to  the  ships'  crews  a  certain  percentage 
of  trained  men. 

The  enlisted  force  of  the  Kavy  on  the  15th  day  of  August,  when  it 
reached  its  maximum,  numbered  24,123  men  and  apprentices.  On  the 
Slst  day  of  October  the  enlisted  force  had  been  reduced  to  19,401,  and 
has  since  been  further  decreased. 

At  the  end  of  the  iiscal  year,  June  30,  1898,  there  were  22,828  men 
and  apprentices  in  the  service,  65  per  cent  of  whom  were  native-born, 
and  80  per  cent  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Twenty-five  per  cent  of 
the  remaining  have  declared  their  intention  of  becoming  citizens. 

INCKBASB   OP   THE  NAVY. 

The  isTavy  should  be  increased;  the  development  of  its  various 
branches  should  be  homogeneous,  and  the  increase  in  ships  should  be 
accompanied  by  a  gradual  increase  in  officers  and  men,  and  in  naval 
stations,  coaling  stations,  repair  plants,  etc. 

The  naval  board  on  construction  recommends  the  following  increase: 

1.  Three  seagoing  sheathed  and  coppered  battle  ships  of  about  13,500 
tons  trial  displacement,  carrying  the  heaviest  armor  and  most  powerful 
ordnance  for  vessels  of  their  class,  and  to  have  the  highest  practicable 
speed  and  great  radius  of  action.  Estimated  cost,  exclusive  of  armor 
and  armament,  $3,600,000  each. 

2.  Three  sheathed  and  coppered  armored  cruisers  of  about  12,000 
tons  trial  displacement,  carrying  the  heaviest  armor  and  most  powerful 
ordnance  for  vessels  of  their  class,  and  to  have  the  highest  practicable 
speed  and  great  radius  of  action.  Estimated  cost,  exclusive  of  armor 
and  armament,  $4,000,000  each. 

3.  Three  sheathed  and  coppered  protected  cruisers  of  about  6,000 
tons  trial  displacement;  to  have  the  highest  practicable  speed  and 
great  radius  of  action,  and  to  carry  the  most  powerful  ordnance  suita- 
ble for  vessels  of  their  class.  Estimated  cost,  exclusive  of  armor  and 
armament,  $2,150,000  each. 
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4.  Six  sheathed  and  coppered  cruisers  of  about  2,500  tons  trial  dis- 
placement; to  have  the  highest  speed  compatible  with  good  cruising 
qualities,  great  radius  of  action,  and  to  carry  the  most  powerful  ord- 
nance suited  to  vessels  of  their  class.  Estimated  cost,  exclusive  of 
armament,  $1,141,800  each. 

With  the  territorial  acquisitions  of  the  present  year,  if  the  Philippines 
are  also  annexed  to  the  United  States,. its  outlying  territorial  posses- 
sions will  be  so  great  and  so  extended  that  this  increase  of  naval  force 
will  be  necessary;  and,  as  two  or  three  years  will  be  required  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  ships  enumerated,  appropriations  sufBcient  for  begin- 
ning them  should  be  made  now.  Otherwise  the  authorization  of  the 
second  of  the  above  recommendations  at  the  coming  session  of  Congress 
would  be  enough. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  Naval  War  Board,  as  finally  constituted  during  active  opera- 
tions in  the  recent  war,  was  composed  of  Eear-Admiral  Montgomery 
Sicard,  Gapt.  A.  S.  Orowninshield,  and  Oapt.  A.  T.  Mahan  (retired), 
and  was  constantly  in  session  at  the  Navy  Department.  It  was  equal 
to  every  demand  and  through  it  proper  control  was  exercised  by  the 
Department  over  all  movements  in  the  field;  at  the  same  time  all 
officers  there  were  left  ample  discretion  and  were  never  hampered  in 
their  work.  The  board  was  charged  with  delicate  and  most  impor- 
tant duties,  and  yet  the  Department  is  not  aware  of  an  error  in  its 
performance  of  them. 

With  such  aid  as  that  of  this  board  in  the  direction  of  naval  move- 
ments ;  with  such  most  helpful,  earnest,  and  adequate  assistant  secre- 
taries as  Theodore  Eoosevelt  and  his  successor,  Charles  H.  Allen;  with 
such  efficient  and  competent  bureau  officials  charged  with  the  mainte- 
nance, supply,  and  preparation  of  the  Navy;  with  such  officers  in 
authority  at  naval  stations,  and  with  such  officers  and  men  afloat  to 
carry  on  the  campaign,  the  success  of  the  naval  department  of  the 
Government  was  assured. 

It  is  to  all  these  that  the  country  is  indebted  for  whatever  good  work 
and  renown  have  been  achieved  by  its  Navy  in  the  recent  war.  The 
head  of  the  Department  can  only  in  a  measure  aid  with  a  touch  here 
and  there.  Untrained  in  the  art  of  naval  warfare,  without  professional 
knowledge  of  the  technicalities  of  the  service,  he  is  at  best  only  the 
director  of  its  general  progress.  Throughout  his  service  in  the  Depart- 
ment he  is  greatly  indebted  for  whatever  success  his  administration 
attains  to  the  intelligence,  professional  ability,  and  loyalty  of  those 
who  serve  under  him.  Especially  is  he  dependent  upon  the  chiefs  of 
bureaus,  with  whom  he  comes  in  direct  contact  and  upon  whom  he 
must  rely  for  advice  and  counsel.  In  the  conduct  of  the  recent  war  it 
has  been  necessary  to  refuse  the  earnest  requests  of  these  officers  for 
duty  with  the  fleet,  where  alone  distinction  and  glory  could  be  won. 
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Their  services,  however,  are  never  more  essential  to  the  Department 
than  at  such  a  time,  and  with  a  full  realization  of  the  fact  that  many 
of  them  have  been  waiting  a  lifetime  for  the  very  opportunity  which 
the  war  afforded,  the  Department  felt  the  keenest  regret  that  they 
should  be  denied  the  privilege  of  service  at  the  front.  The  demands 
upon  the  officers  on  duty  at  the  Department  and  the  navy-yards  and 
stations,  alike  with  those  afloat,  are  much  greater  in  time  of  war;  they 
are  often  on  duty  night  and  day;  their  responsibilities  are  vastly 
increased;  and  they,  too,  deserve  reward  for  meritorious  service. 

The  thanks  of  the  Secretary  are  due  to  his  private  secretary,  Mr. 
Lewis  H.  Finney,  jr.,  who  has  collated  the  material  for  this  report,  and 
especially  to  the  clerical  force  of  the  service,  which  has  faithfully 
and  efficiently  met  the  greatly  increased  demands  incident  to  the  war. 

John  D.  Long, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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Navy  Department, 
Washington,  November  15,  1898. 

Str:  111  accordance  with  your  recent  suggestion,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  work  of  this  office  during  the  past 
year. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  I  took  charge  of  the  office  on  May  11, 
1898,  as  the  successor  to  Hon.  Theodore  Eoosevelt.  As  Mr.  Roosevelt 
left  the  office  to  engage  in  active  duty  in  the  Army,  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  leave  any  notes  in  regard  to  his  views,  and  therefore  for 
that  part  of  the  period  covered  by  the  report  it  is  only  possible  to  refer 
to  the  facts  which  occurred. 

By  the  jegulations  of  the  Department  the  Assistant  Secretary  is 
charged  with  the  general  supervision  of  matters  relating  to  the  mate- 
riel of  the  Navy.  This  of  course  does  not  mean  that  this  office  carries 
out  the  details  with  regard  to  the  ships.  This  work  is  ably  performed 
by  the  Bureau  chiefs,  on  whose  professional  skill  and  signal  devotion 
to  duty  the  Department  may  well  congratulate  itself.  The  work  of  this 
office  is  devoted  to  the  iinal  decisions  in  matters  affecting  several 
Bureaus,  and,  in  general,  to  the  expedition  of  all  work  affecting  the 
materiel  of  the  fleet. 

The  reports  of  the  Bureau  chiefs  have  set  out  so  fully  the  vast  amount 
of  work  which  they  have  performed  during  the  past  year  that  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  go  into  the  matter  further  than  to  say  that  my 
association  with  these  officers  has  been  extremely  pleasant,  and  that  I 
have  always  found  them  eager  to  assist  in  every  effort  for  the  promotion 
of  the  highest  efficiency  of  the  fleet. 

THE   AUXILIARY   NAVY. 

Inasmuch  as  the  purchase  of  vessels  from  the  merchant  marine — 
yachts,  etc. — was  conducted  by  this  office,  it  may  be  remarked  that  this 
work  was  managed  with  the  utmost  care  as  regards  selection  of  vessels 
for  their  strength  and  adaptability  to  naval  uses,  as  well  as  with  respect 
to  the  price  paid.  The  majority  of  these  vessels  were  inspected  by 
860 
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a  board  of  which  Oapt.  Frederick  Eodgers,  U.  S.  N.,  was  president, 
and  I  take  pleasure  in  commending  the  intelligence  and  fidelity  with 
which  the  work  of  this  board  was  carried  out.  In  other  cases  special 
boards  of  ofiflcers  were  appointed  to  conduct  the  inspection.  What  I 
wish  to  emphasize  especially  is  the  fact  that  no  vessel  was  purchased 
until  after  it  had  been  thoroughly  inspected  and  had  been  pronounced 
thoroughly  satisfactory  by  offtcers  whose  professional  training  made 
them  experts. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact,  which  may  not  be  generally  known, 
that  in  the  purchase  of  these  vessels  the  same  care  for  the  Government's 
interests  on  the  financial  side  was  exercised  as  would  be  the  case  with 
a  private  individual  or  corporation,  with  the  effort,  in  every  case,  to 
make  the  best  bargain  possible.  In  the  full  tabulated  detailed  state- 
ment which  I  have  furnished  for  your  report,  of  the  number  of  auxiliary 
vessels  purchased,  comprising  the  original  name,  the  price  asked,  the 
price  recommended,  and  the  price  finally  paid,  numerous  instances  will 
be  found  where  the  cost  to  the  Department  was  very  much  less  than 
the  original  price  asked,  sometimes,  indeed,  less  than  the  price  at 
which  the  purchase  was  recommended  by  the  board.  When  we  began 
the  purchase  of  these  vessels  there  was  scarcely  any  competition,  and 
it  is  possible  that  prices  were  higher  than  could  have  been  secured  if 
it  had  been  practicable  to  wait  until  competition  brought  lower  figures. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  law  of  supply  and  demand  holds 
for  the  Government  as  well  as  for  private  individuals,  and  that  true 
economy  and  the  best  interests  of  the  Government  made  it  the  correct 
policy  to  pay  a  higher  price  for  a  vessel  when  her  services  were  vitally 
needed  rather  than  to  suffer  the  Government's  interests  to  be  jeopard- 
ized by  waiting  for  a  lower  price.  Not  very  long  after  the  purchasing 
began  the  competition  to  supply  ships  became  very  active,  and  the 
Department  was  then  enabled  to  get  vessels  at  very  reasonable  prices. 

As  an  example  of  the  generous  patriotism  of  friends  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  time  of  its  need  it  is  a  pleasure  to  record  the  fact  that  two 
of  the  vessels  added  to  the  auxiliary  fleet  were  the  free  and  uncondi- 
tional gift  of  the  owners.  The  Free  Lance  early  in  the  war  was  offered 
by  Mr.  F.  Augustus  Schermerhorn,  accepted  by  the  Department,  put 
into  commission  at  once,  and  gave  excellent  service  throughout  the 
war.  The  Buccaneer  was  generously  given  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Hearst,  who 
also  paid  for  the  exterior  alterations  necessary  to  fit  her  for  service. 
Both  these  vessels  were  restored  to  their  owners  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  the  signing  of  the  armistice. 

All  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  purchase  of  these  vessels  and 
thetr  price  is  on  file  in  the  Department  and  open  to  proper  inspection 
at  any  time. 

CHAETBRED   VESSELS. 

The  four  fine  vessels  of  the  American  Line  were  chartered  from  that 
company  under  an  agreement  which  enabled  the  Government  to  take 
Ab.  98 61 
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them  over  with  the  same  crews  ordinarily  employed  in  their  regular 
service,  so  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  arm  them  and  make  a  few 
other  changes  to  fit  them  for  duty  as  scouts.  This  duty  they  performed 
with  great  efftciency.  After  the  destruction  of  Cervera's  JBeet  off  San- 
tiago, when  their  services  as  scouts  were  no  longer  needed,  they  were 
employed  as  transports  for  the  Army  with'  great  satisfaction  to  that 
arm  of  the  military  service.  During  the  last  few  weeks  of  their  charter 
the  Harvard  and  Tale  ( the  Paris  and  Neiv  Torli)  were  run  entirely  for 
the  beneiit  of  the  Army  and  at  its  expense. 

When  it  was  desired  to  terminate  the  contract  with  the  company  a 
mutually  satisfactory  arrangement  was  made  on  the  basis  of  the  pay- 
ment of  a  lump  sum  to  the  company  as  an  equivalent  for  the  expense 
of  placing  the  ships  in  the  condition  in  which  they  were  when  taken 
over  by  the  Government.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Govern- 
ment saved  a  considerable  amount  by  this  arrangement,  compared  with 
what  the  cost  would  have  been  if  the  course  had  been  followed  of  pay- 
ing for  the  work  of  rehabilitating  them. 

AUXILIARY  NAVAL   FORCE. 

The  organization  of  the  force  for  coast  defense,  together  with  the 
purchase  of  the  auxiliary  vessels  for  such  service,  was  conducted  by 
this  office. 

The  joint  resolution  of  Congress  providing  for  such  organization  and 
enrollment  was  passed  May  26, 1898,  and  was  known  as  public  resolu- 
tion No.  34.  It  carried  an  appropriation  of  $3,000,000.  It  may  be  inter- 
esting to  state  that  of  this  amount  but  $720,639.05  was  spent.  The 
organization  was  placed  in  charge  of  Commander  Horace  Elmer,  U.  S.  I^. 
Upon  his  death  Eear- Admiral  Henry  Erben,  U.  S.  N.  (retired),  succeeded 
as  chief;  subsequently  it  was  placed  under  Capt.  John  E.  Bartlett, 
U.  S.  IST.  (retired),  who  conducted  its  affairs  with  marked  efficiency 
until  the  force  was  mustered  out  of  the  service.  His  report  in  detail 
follows  in  appendix,  and  is  submitted  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

DEWEY'S    SWORD   AND    MEDALS. 

On  June  3, 1898,  Congress  passed  a  resolution  appropriating  $10,000 
for  a  sword  of  honor  to  Admiral  Dewey  and  for  medals  of  honor  to  all 
the  officers  and  men  of  his  fleet  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Manila  Bay. 
Immediately  upon  the  passage  of  this  resolution  you  appointed  a  board 
to  consider  the  same.  This  board  was  made  up  of  the  Assistant  Secre- 
tary, Senator  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  and  Prof.  Marshall  Oliver,  of  Annap- 
olis. This  board  was  convened  at  once,  and  considered. the  subject  of 
the  resolution.  Many  designs  were  submitted  for  both  the  sword  and 
the  medals.  After  careful  consideration  the  board  selected  the  design 
for  the  sword  of  honor  submitted  by  Tiffany  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  and 
the  sword  is  now  beiug  made  in  accordance  with  that  design.    The 
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commission  for  the  medals  of  honor  was  given  to  Daniel  Chester  French, 
whose  very  artistic  and  attractive  design  commended  itself  especially 
to  the  board. 

STATUE   TO   ADMIRAL  PORTER. 

Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  May  4, 1898,  a  second 
board  was  convened  to  consider  the  matter  of  the  erection  of  a  statue 
to  the  late  Admiral  David  D.  Porter.  This  board  consisted  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary,  Admiral  Francis  M.  Eamsay  (retired),  and  Prof. 
Marshal  Oliver.  Various  meetings  were  held,  but  as  there  were  no  funds 
available,  it  was  impossible  to  invite  designs  from  sculptors.  The 
board  has  already  recommended  to  you  that  a  bronze  statue  of  Admiral 
Porter  of  heroic  size  should  be  erected,  to  be  placed  upon  a  granite 
pedestal,  the  latter  being  enriched  with  four  medallions  commemorating 
notable  events  in  the  life  of  Admiral  Porter.  The  board  also  recom- 
mended Franklin  Square  as  a  suitable  locality  for  the  statue,  utilizing 
the  mound  near  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  park.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  Congress  be  asked  to  appropriate  $50,000  to  meet  all  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  design  and  erection  of  such  a  statue. 

INSPECTION   OF   NAVY-YARDS. 

Between  October  2  and  October  15,  I  made  a  visit  of  inspection  to  all 
the  navy-yards  on  our  eastern  coast,  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.,  inclusive,  and  as  a  result  of  my  visits  have  prepared  memoranda 
for  presentation  to  you,  looking  to  possible  changes  and  improvements 
where  they  promise  to  increase  efficiency.  The  following  brief  sum- 
mary gives  the  more  important  of  the  items  to  which  attention  should 
be  given  in  the  near  future : 

NORFOLK  YARD. 

There  are  no  modern  automatic  appliances  for  extinguishing  fire  in 
the  buildings  of  this  yard. 

The  commandant  strongly  recommends  the  alteration  of  the  timber 
basin  into  a  deep  basin  for  shipping.  If  this  change  were  made  there 
would  be  an  addition  of  1,800  feet  to  the  water  front  of  the  yard. 

Changes  are  recommended  in  the  shops  of  the  steam  engineering 
and  the  construction  departments  to  enable  the  plants  to  be  enlarged 
to  meet  existing  needs  and  to  allow  better  arrangements. 

Much  of  the  woodwork  of  the  wooden  dry  dock  is  thoroughly  rotten 
and  needs  extensive  repairs.  This  dock  is  only  nine  years  old,  and  is 
an  illustration  of  the  inadvisability  of  building  wooden  docks.  The 
stone  dry  dock  near  by  is  over  sixty  years  old  and  is  in  perfect 
condition, 

LEAGUE   ISLAND. 

This  yard  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  care  and  preservation  of  ves- 
sels in  reserve,  and  piers  are  now  in  process  of  erection  for  giving 
ready  access  to  such  vessels. 
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As  a  rule  the  buildings  in  this  yard  are  poor  and  unworthy  of  a  great 
department  of  the  Government.  If  the  yard  is  to  be  used  at  all,  suit- 
able buildings  of  a  permanent  character  should  be  erected. 

NEW  YORK. 

Matters  at  this  yard  are  generally  in  an  efficient  condition.  The 
heads  of  departments  have  made  in  their  annual  reports  recommenda- 
tions for  improvement  of  plant  and  necessary  alterations  and  improve- 
ments in  buildings. 

Automatic  fire-extinguishing  apparatus  should  be  fitted  in  the  various 
buildings  of  this  yard. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  Government  at  the  western  end  of  the 
yard  is  cut  off  by  a  public  street  of  Brooklyn,  which  can  not  be  closed 
except  by  act  of  the  legislature.  This  detached  portion  should  be 
joined  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  rest  of  the  yard,  as  at  present  it  is  not 
easily  policed  and  is  a  resort  for  river  thieves  and  other  objectionable 
characters. 

The  No.  2  wooden  dock  is  rotting  away  like  the  one  at  Norfolk,  thus 
giving  a  second  example  of  the  unsuitableuess  of  this  material  for 
structures  which  should  be  absolutely  permanent. 

NEW  LONDON. 

This  small  station  is  well  located,  and  is  fairly  well  adapted  both  for 
use  as  a  coaling  station  and  as  a  base  for  torpedo  boats  and  small  ves- 
sels. It  should  not,  therefore,  be  abandoned.  There  has  been  no  work 
at  this  station  for  years,  and  the  Department  recently,  and  very  wisely, 
dissolved  the  skeleton  organization  which  had  previously  existed,  and 
simply  left  the  yard  in  the  care  of  watchmen .  If  the  Boston  and  the  Kew 
York  navy-yards  are  to  be  maintained  in  an  efiicient  condition,  there 
would  seem  to  be  no  necessity  for  the  fitting  out  of  this  as  a  large 
repair  yard. 

TORPEDO   STATION. 

Here,  as  at  New  York  and  Norfolk,  there  was  great  pressure  of  work 
during  the  recent  war,  and  any  defects  which  appeared  were  rectified, 
so  that  matters  are  now  in  a  generally  efficient  condition. 

One  need  is  a  suitable  building  for  the  storage  of  automobile  torpe- 
does. At  present  there  is  not  sufficient  room,  and  this  has  necessitated 
their  storage  in  various  localities  which  are  not  altogether  suitable. 

TRAINING   STATION. 

The  authorities  here  recommend  that  the  accommodations  for  appren- 
tices be  increased  so  as  to  provide  for  2,000  boys.  Estimates  have  been 
submitted  for  the  new  building,  but  not  for  a  building  of  sufficient  size 
to  accommodate  this  number.  Before  any  building  is  completed  the 
plans  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  permit  of  expansion  when  the  need 
arises. 
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The  commanding  officer  recommends  the  building  of  two  300-ton 
brigs,  similar  to  those  used  in  the  British  navy,  for  training  apprentices. 
If  the  training  of  the  apprentices  is  to  be  chiefly  In  marline-spike  sea- 
manship, this  recommendation  seems  entirely  appropriate  and  to  carry 
it  out  would  not  be  expensive. 


This  yard  has  been  practically  closed  as  a  general  repair  yard  for 
many  years,  and  in  consequence  the  equipment  of  the  shops  has  become, 
in  some  respects,  disorganized.  Worse  yet,  some  of  the  shops  them- 
selves are  in  very  poor  repair.  The  buildings  generally  are  the  best  at 
any  of  our  navy-yards,  and  if  the  reorganization  of  the  working  force  is 
taken  in  hand  by  energetic  officers  this  yard  can  be  speedily  brought 
up  to  a  foremost  position.  One  of  the  most  important  items  for  the 
efficiency  of  any  plant  employing  large  numbers  of  skilled  mechanics 
is  its  proximity  to  a  region  where  skilled  labor  in  large  quantity  can  be 
readily  obtained.  The  Boston  Navy-Yard  has  this  advantage  to  a 
greater  extent,  perhaps,  than  an  •,•  other. 

The  Department  has  already  arranged  for  improvements  in  this  yard 
consisting  of  a  new  dry  dock  and  a  traveling  crane  running  along  the 
water  front.    This  will  add  materially  to  the  resources  of  the  yard. 

The  bulk  of  the  rope  supplied  to  the  Navy  has  for  years  been  manu- 
factured at  this  yard,  but  the  plant  has  become  somewhat  antiquated 
in  certain  respects.  The  proper  officers  who  are  charged  with  this  mat- 
ter have  already  taken  steps  to  bring  the  efficiency  of  the  plant  up  to 
modern  requirements. 

PORTSMOUTH,   N.    H. 

The  nearness  of  this  yard  to  Boston,  and  the  fact  that  it  has  not  the 
same  facilities  with  respect  to  the  labor  market,  make  it  doubtful 
whether  it  is  advisable  to  attempt  to  put  this  yard  on  a  footing  for 
doing  large  repair  work. 

Some  of  the  buildings  in  this  yard  are  of  very  substantial  construction, 
while  others  have  fallen  into  very  bad  repair. 

A  modern  plant  has  been  installed  by  the  construction  department 
for  steel  shipbuilding,  and  the  constructor  believes  that  if  some  work 
were  given  to  this  yard  the  organization  would  soon  become  very 
efficient. 

There  are  advantages  connected  with  the  location  that  make  it  desir- 
able that  the  yard  should  be  put  in  efficient  condition  as  a  repair  station 
of  the  second  class  for  use  in  time  of  war. 

GENEEAL   CONCLUSIONS. 

As  a  result  of  my  visit  to  the  navy-yards  certain  points  have  been 
strongly  impressed  upon  me  which  I  think  might  be  considered  by  the 
Department  with  the  view  to  their  adoption. 

One  is  a  system  for  the  audit  of  accounts.    All  the  accounts  of  the 
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different  departments  should  be  kept  on  a  uniform  system,  and  there 
should  be  an  arrangement  for  having  them  audited  at  the  yards  them- 
selves at  irregular  intervals  by  a  competent  accountant.  Facts  have 
developed  in  connection  with  the  navy-yards  to  show  that  if  such  a 
system  were  in  vogue  the  interests  both  of  the  Department  and  of  the 
officers  and  employees  would  be  much  better  guarded. 

It  has  also  occurred  to  me  that  the  question  might  be  considered 
whether  in  certain  cases  economy  and  efficiency  would  not  be  increased 
by  the  consolidation  of  certain  shops  doing  very  similar  work,  but 
under  different  departments.  There  may  be  good  reasons  why  each 
of  the  several  departments,  for  example,  should  have  a  blacksmith 
shop,  but  they  are  not  apparent  to  a  layman,  and  as  the  expense  of 
superintendence  and  similar  items  would  certainly  be  reduced,  the 
matter  is  at  least  worthy  of  investigation  and  consideration. 

WAR   COLLEGE. 

This  institution  has  rendered  valuable  service  in  stimulating  our 
officers  of  higher  rank  to  professional  advancement,  and  in  the  collec- 
tion and  arrangement  of  professional  information  so  as  to  render  it  of 
the  highest  value  to  our  officers.  I  believe  that  the  institution  should 
be  encouraged  by  the  Department,  and  everything  done  to  render  it 
still  more  efficient  and  useful. 

To  this  end,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  most  important  step  is  the  trans- 
fer of  the  college  from  its  present  location  at  Newport  to  Annapolis, 
where  it  will  form  a  post-graduate  course  for  the  Naval  Academy;  not 
in  the  sense  that  the  midshipmen,  after  completing  their  four  years' 
course,  will  at  once  take  up  the  studies  of  the  War  College,  but  that, 
as  at  present,  officers  of  considerable  experience  who  are  prepared  to 
assimilate  with  advantage  the  course  of  instruction  provided  may  have 
opportunity  for  such  study. 

Annapolis  offers  many  advantages  over  Newport  as  the  location.  In 
the  first  place,  it  will  bring  our  naval  educational  institutions  into  line 
with  what  the  experience  of  our  great  universities  has  shown  to  be  the 
best  plan.  In  none  of  them  has  the  idea  ever  been  entertained  that  the 
advanced  courses  should  be  located  in  a  place  entirely  apart  from  the 
undergraduate  work. 

Second.  The  Naval  Academy  is  already  thoroughly  organized,  and 
with  the  traditions  of  a  great  educational  institution  offers  a  basis  on 
which  a  great  naval  university  can  readily  be  created. 

Third.  The  War  College  needs,  as  well  as  the  Naval  Academy,  a  well- 
equipped  library,  laboratories,  a  full  corps  of  instructors,  and  all  the 
other  elements  of  a  complete  educational  institution.  The  Naval 
Academy  already  has  these,  and  if  the  War  College  is  located  at 
Annapolis  it  will  have  the  use  of  the  existing  facilities  of  the  Naval 
Academy,  together  with  those  which  it  will  bring  with  it  when  it  is 
removed  from  Newport. 
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Fourth.  Many  of  the  professors  and  instructors  at  the  Naval  Acad- 
emy can  be  utilized  in  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  War  College,  and 
if  the  objection  be  made  that  any  of  them  are  not  competent  for  this 
work,  the  obvious  answer  is  that  the  matter  is  entirely  in  the  Depart- 
ment's hands,  and  that  it  is  a  simple  matter  to  secure  competent  men. 

Fifth.  The  central  location  of  Annapolis,  and  the  ease  with  which  it 
can  be  reached  from  points  where  large  numbers  of  naval  officers  are 
on  duty,  make  it  specially  desirable  as  the  seat  of  the  War  College. 
The  offlcers  at  the  Naval  Academy  and  those  on  duty  in  Washington 
would  undoubtedly  avail  themselves  of  the  course  of  lectures  when  they 
could  so  readily  attend  them;  and  there  would  be  the  further  great 
advantage  that,  when  it  would  only  require  a  single  day  for  the  pur- 
pose, Senators  and  Members  of  Congress  could  afford  to  spend  the  time 
to  attend  certain  lectures  which  would  be  helpful  in  their  work,  so  far 
as  it  concerns  the  Navy. 

Sixth.  The  climate  of  Annapolis  also  offers  special  advantages,  as 
tactical  exercises  can  be  carried  out  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  the 
Naval  Academy  is  already  provided  with  the  outfit  necessary  for  these 
exercises  which  are  given  to  the  midshipmen  to  familiarize  them  with 
the  practical  details.  These  would  at  the  same  time  furnish  the  offlcers 
of  the  War  College  lessons  in  the  more  advanced  studies  connected 
with  these  subjects. 

I  have  given  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  War  College  a  great 
deal  of  careful  thought,  and  have  conferred  with  a  number  of  officers 
who  have  the  best  interests  of  the  service  at  heart,  and  these  offlcers 
have  assured  me  that  in  their  judgment  this  plan  is  the  best  for  ena- 
bling the  coUege  to  do  its  finest  work. 

SPANISH  WRECKS. 

I  think  it  was  the  day  following  the  battle  of  July  3,  when  the  reports 
had  come  to  the  Department  of  the  condition  of  the  wrecks  of  the 
ships  of  Cervera's  fleet,  that  you  suggested  the  prudence  of  attempting 
to  save  such  of  them  as  seemed  worth  the  effort. 

Negotiations  were  at  once  opened  by  telegraph  with  the  Merritt  & 
Chapman  Wrecking  Company.  Eepresentatives  of  that  concern  came 
to  Washington,  and  were  mot  at  this  office,  where  the  subject  of  the 
inquiry  was  fully  talked  over,  and  an  agreement  entered  into  between 
the  Department  and  the  company,  by  which  the  latter  was  to  proceed 
at  once  to  the  scene  of  operations  with  a  full  and  suitable  outfit,  to 
commence  operations  at  once,  and  to  continue  them  diligently  until  a 
successful  result  was  reached,  or  until  the  contracts  were  terminated 
by  the  order  of  the  Department. 

The  company  was  to  receive  a  per  diem  compensation,  based  upon  an 
agreed  price  per  man  and  apparatus  employed.  In  the  event  of  suc- 
cessfully raising  any  of  the  ships,  an  additional  sum  was  to  be  paid  the 
company  when  they  had  delivered  such  ship  either  at  the  Norfolk  Navy- 
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Yard  or  sucli  other  northern  port  as  the  Department  should  designate, 
this  additional  sum  to  be  agreed  upon  by  arbitration.  The  possible 
services  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Vulcan  as  a  repair  ship  were  recognized,  and 
provision  was  made  for  her  use  in  that  capacity.  In  the  event  of  suc- 
cessfully bringing  the  Cristobal  Colon  into  port — as  this  was  properly 
regarded  as  the  best  of  the  sunken  Spanish  vessels — the  limit  to  be 
paid  under  the  terms  of  arbitration  was  not  to  exceed  $500,000,  which 
sum  was  to  include  all  the  per  diem  charges  incurred. 

The  wrecking  outfit  started  from  Norfolk,  where  it  had  been  gathered, 
and  without  particular  incident  reached  the  scene  of  the  wrecks.  The 
Colo7i  was  first  visited,  but  when  the  wreckers  had  carefully  investi- 
gated the  conditions  surrounding  this  vessel  they  were  convinced  that, 
with  the  apparatus  they  had  or  could  possibly  obtain,  raising  her  was 
utterly  out  of  the  question.  Admiral  Sampson  appointed  a  board  to 
report  upon  the  general  conditions  of  the  wrecks,  and  that  board,  after 
a  fall  and  careful  examination,  concluded  that  the  Oquendo  was  a  hope- 
less wreck,  so  destroyed  by  fire  as  to  be  completely  worthless.  The 
Vizcaya  they  discovered  broken  in  two,  so  as  to  be  structurally  worth- 
less, with  the  forward  compartments  blown  outward  from  the  explosion 
of  her  own  magazines.  The  Maria  Teresa  was  burned  to  the  protective 
deck  and  the  superstructure  ruined,  but  her  machinery  and  boilers  and 
all  under  the  protective  deck  were  in  comparatively  good  condition. 
The  Mercedes,  sunk  in  still  water,  uninjured  by  fire,  presented  a  simple 
wrecking  problem. 

The  Colon,  the  iinest  ship  of  all,  was  on  the  shore  and  apparently  unin- 
jured by  shot  or  fire.  She  was  on  her  beam  ends,  stern  to  the  shore, 
submerged  for  about  two-thirds  her  length ;  resting  on  coral  sand  for 
about  one-third  of  her  length,  the  remainder  overhanging  in  60  to  70 
feet  of  water.  Being  upon  her  beam  ends  the  beams  of  her  protective 
deck  acted  as  stanchions  and  prevented  her  from  straining,  and  she 
seemed  to  be  structurally  sound.  Owing  to  her  exposed  position,  how- 
ever, and  to  the  fact  that  the  heavy  sea  rushing  through  her  hatchways 
came  surging  out  of  her  ports  and  openings  with  such  volume  and  force, 
it  was  absolutely  impossible  for  divers  to  get  into  the  vessel,  and  danger- 
ous for  them  to  attempt  to  approach  within  12  or  15  feet  of  her  sides, 
so  that  a  careful  examination  could  not  be  made.  It  was  thought,  how- 
ever, inasmuch  as  the  ship  was  put  into  a  sinking  condition  by  her 
crew  after  she  had  surrendered,  that  her  engineer  force  had  probably 
smashed  the  sea  valves  with  sledges,  so  they  could  not  be  easily 
repaired,  and  had  shut  up  the  water-tight  bulkheads  upon  one  side 
only  in  the  hope  that  she  would  capsize  in  sinking,  and  that  this 
accounted  for  her  being  on  her  beam  ends. 

When  the  wrecking  company  appeared  upon  the  spot  they  at  once, 
according  to  their  orders,  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the  Colon. 
From  the  nature  of  their  contract,  which  provided  for  a  largo  sum  of 
money  in  case  they  were  successful  in  raising  the  vessel,  it  would  seem 
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that  every  interest  would  urge  the  most  diligent  effort  on  their  part  to 
save  that  vessel.  As  a  result  of  their  examination,  however,  they 
reported  without  qualification  that  it  was  in  their  judgment  a  waste  of 
money  and  of  time  to  spend  either  in  an  effort  to  raise  the  Colon.  They 
then  proceeded  at  once  to  the  Maria  Teresa,  as  presenting  a  wrecking 
problem  which  promised  satisfactory  results.  In  the  meantime  Con- 
structor Hobson  appeared  at  the  Department  with  a  report  upon  these 
vessels  submitted  by  Admiral  Sampson.  Mr,  Hobson  was  very  enthusi- 
astic over  the  question  of  raising  the  Colon,  which  he  claimed  to  be  an 
engineering  problem  rather  than  a  question  for  wreckers,  and  after 
listening  to  his  plan,  which  seemed  to  have  a  quasi  indorsement  of  the 
admiral,  Mr.  Hobson  was  allowed  to  enter  into  negotiations  for  the  pur- 
chase of  air  bags  and  pontoons  with  which  to  carry  out  his  idea  of 
wrecking  this  vessel.  Considerable  delay  was  occasioned,  and  it  became 
necessary  for  this  officer  to  leave  for  Santiago  before  any  of  the  air  bags 
were  completed  or  shipped. 

In  the  meantime  the  progress  of  the  wreckers  had  not  been  entirely 
satisfactory  to  the  Department  so  far  as  results  showed,  and  the  entire 
wrecking  operations  were  placed  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Com- 
modore Watson,  then  in  command  of  that  station.  Through  him  regu- 
lar weekly  reports  were  made  as  to  the  progress  of  the  work.  The 
wreckers  succeeded  in  removing  a  good  many  articles  of  more  or  less 
value  from  the  wrecks,  but  discovered  unusual  and  unexpected  diffi- 
culties in  the  case  of  the  Teresa.  This  vessel,  after  some  difficulty, 
was  pumped  out  dry,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  pull  her  off  the  rock 
on  which  she  was  resting.  It  then  appeared  that  this  rock  was  of  pin- 
nacle shape,  and  had  penetrated  through  the  lower  bottom,  and  the 
attempt  to  pull  the  vessel  off  made  the  rent  larger,  and  she  immedi- 
ately filled  and  settled  down  again. 

From  that  time,  by  direction  of  the  Department,  wrecking  opera- 
tions were  centered  on  this  vessel.  Cofferdams  were  built  inside;  the 
hull  divided  into  water-tight  compartments.  These  were  pumped  out, 
and  after  a  good  deal  of  hard  work  the  vessel  was  hauled  off  the  rock 
upon  which  she  rested  and  towed  into  Guantanamo  Harbor.  There 
she  was  put  into  such  order  and  fitted  for  sea  with  such  appliances  as 
the  U.  S.  S.  Vulcan,  at  hand,  happened  to  have,  and  started  north  on 
her  voyage  under  the  control  of  the  wrecking  company,  as  by  the  con- 
tract with  this  company  it  was  to  deliver  her  at  the  Norfolk  Navy-Yard. 
On  November  1,  while  being  convoyed  by  the  Vulcan,  the  Leonidas,  and 
the  wrecking  tug  Merritt,  &he  encountered  heavy  weather  off"  the  Island 
of  San  Salvador.  After  a  very  exciting  experience  the  crew  abandoned 
the  Teresa,  and  she  "disappeared  in  the  darkness." 

It  was  supposed  by  those  who  had  left  the  vessel  that  she  had  sunk 
in  deep  water.  The  crew  was  safely  taken  from  the  Teresa,  put  aboard 
the  Vulcan,  and  brought  into  Norfolk.  A  few  days  later — on  Novem- 
ber 7 — word  came  to  the  Department  that  one  of  the  Ward   Line 
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steamers  had  sighted  a  large  vessel,  which  was  thought  to  be  the 
Teresa,  ashore  on  Oat  Island,  a  sand  spit  about  150  miles  to  the  west- 
ward of  San  Salvador  Island.  As  the  wind  was  northeast  at  the  time 
the  Teresa  was  abandoned,  her  natural  drift  would  have  taken  her 
toward  Oat  Island. 

Accordingly,  the  Department  directed  the  Potomac,  a  strong  sea- 
going tug,  then  at  Santiago,  to  be  sent  at  once  in  search  of  the  Teresa, 
and  at  the  same  time  directed  Oaptain  McOalla,  the  captain  of  the 
yard  at  Norfolk,  to  take  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Vulcan,  then  at  Nor- 
folk, and  to  start  at  once,  with  such  wrecking  and  other  appliances  as 
he  had  at  hand,  to  the  place  where  the  Teresa  had  been  reported.  At 
the  time  of  submitting  this  report  both  vessels  were  on  their  way  to 
the  destination.  When  the  Teresa  started  North  under  the  charge  of 
the  wrecking  companies,  it  was  decided  to  terminate  all  the  con- 
tracts then  in  force  with  respect  to  the  vessels  still  oft'  Santiago  under 
the  provision  in  the  contracts  providing  for  such  action.  Accordingly, 
the  commanding  oflftcer  at  Santiago  was  so  directed,  and  the  company 
in  New  Tork  notified  of  the  action  of  the  Department. 

NATIONAL  NAVAL   KESEEVB. 

Our  experience  in  the  Spanish  war  has  really  been  the  only  oppor- 
tunity we  have  had  with  the  system  of  an  auxiliary  naval  force  organ- 
ized as  a  naval  militia,  and  while  such  organizations  responded  with 
eagerness  and  showed  the  greatest  patriotism  and  earnest  desire  to 
render  service  to  the  Government,  it  was  found  that  the  existing  sys- 
tem had  elements  of  weakness,  which,  under  severe  stress  and  against 
a  powerful  enemy,  would  have  caused  great  anxiety;  that  for  the 
actual  needs  of  war  ships  and  such  auxiliaries  as  were  required  for 
deep-sea  work  there  was  needed  a  reserve  which  could  be  promptly 
mobilized  under  the  call  of  the  President,  and  which  would  be  so 
enrolled  that  such  call  could  be  at  once  sent  out  to  the  individuals 
making  up  such  a  reserve  through  the  Department. 

Thus  the  attention  of  all  has  been  turned  to  a  national  naval 
reserve — a  body  of  seafaring  men,  of  the  sea  habit,  whose  occupation 
and  daily  training  make  them  more  or  less  familiar  with  sea  work, 
whose  status  should  be  that  of  a  body  of  men  directly  under  the  control 
of  the  Federal  Government.  To  this  end  such  a  force  must  necessarily 
be  maintained  absolutely  out  of  the  Federal  appropriations,  and  no  other 
appropriation  could  be  considered,  as  complications  of  that  sort  would 
lead  to  friction,  which  could  only  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  force  as 
well  as  tend  to  a  divided  authority. 

The  Bureau  of  Navigation  will  ask 'authority  to  enlist  up  to  20,000 
men,  which  will  be  a  sufficient  number  for  the  present  vessels  of  all 
classes. 
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There  are,  however,  in  process  of  construction  and  under  repair,  but 
not  in  commission : 

Men. 

8  battle  ships,  requiring  each  400  men 3, 200 

4  monitors,  requiring  each  176  men 704 

16  torpedo  destroyers,  requiring  each  60  men 960 

22  torpedo  boats,  requiring  each  20  men 440 

Albany 250 

Chesapeake 50 

Chicago _ 350 

Atlanta 250 

Sartford 200 

Torktown 160 

Vesuvius 75 

6,639 
11  vessels  now  in  reserve,  with  one-third  of  crew  of  150  men  on  board 1, 100 

Total 7,739 

Thus  about  8,000  men  in  addition  would  be  required  should  any  exi- 
gency arise  requiring  the  complete  manning  of  these  ships.  But  it  will 
be  several  years  before  all  the  battle  ships  are  completed,  so  that  it 
would  be  fair  to  say  that  at  the  present  time  provision  should  be  made 
for  one-half  the  number,  or  4,000  men. 

These  4,000  Naval  Eeserve  men  could  be  enrolled  in  this  way:  It 
is  expected  that  at  least  1,500  will  be  enrolled  from  men  who  saw 
service  during  the  Spanish  war  as  members  of  the  Xaval  Militia  (4,216 
Naval  Militia  men  were  enlisted  in  the  regular  service).  The  2,500 
additional  men  required  for  the  first  year,  it  is  expected,  will  be  enrolled 
from  the  seafaring  class — yachtsmen,  merchant  marine,  fishermen,  and 
others — to  many  of  whom  the  amount  of  pay  during  service,  the  trans- 
portation to  and  from  their  practice  stations,  and  the  uniforms  furnished 
will  be  a  suflBcient  inducement.  Indeed,  from  letters  and  communica- 
tions on  file  in  this  office  it  is  believed  that  a  very  much  larger  number 
than  required  for  the  present  needs  of  the  service  will  be  enrolled  in 
such  Naval  Eeserve  the  first  three  months. 

The  cost  of  such  service  to  the  Government  may  be  approximated 
thus: 

4,000  men,  2  suits  of  uniform,  at  $11 $44,000 

4,000  men,  transportation  to  and  from  their  homes  to  practice  ship,  $5 20,  000 

4,000  men,  wages,  officers  and  men,  for  two  weeks,  $20 80, 000 

Total 144,000 

This  will  leave  $56,000  balance  from  an  appropriation  of  $200,000, 
allowing  opportunities  for  supplying  books  and  necessary  equipments, 
and  providing  for  a  further  period  of  drill,  if  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Department  it  seems  expedient. 

Bearing  upon  this  particular  subject,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  hand- 
ing you  the  draft  of  a  bill  embodying  the  views  of  many  ofi&cers  of 
large  experience,  as  well  as  the  opinion  of  this  ofQce  as  to  the  organi- 
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zation  of  a  National  lifaval  Eeserve  for  your  consideration,  and  for 
transmission  to  Congress,  if  it  meets  with  your  approval. 

Coming  to  this  office  without  technical  experience  in  the  work  required, 
and  at  a  time  of  great  activity  in  the  Department,  it  would  have  been 
almost  an  impossibility  to  carry  on  the  duties  with  any  measure  of 
success  without  the  generous  assistance  which  was  freely  accorded  by 
every  oflBcer  with  whom  I  came  in  contact,  and  whatever  measure  of 
credit  is  due  the  oflflce  must  be  shared  by  the  bureaus,  whose  kindly 
cooperation  and  loyal  assistance  made  a  pleasant  duty  of  what,  without 
such  help,  would  have  been  difficult  in  the  extreme. 
Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Allen, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
The  Secebxaey  op  the  IJTaty. 


eepoet  op  the  chief  op  the  tt.  s.  auxiliaey  naval  poece. 

Navy  Depaetment, 
Hbadquaetees  U.  S.  Aitxiliaey  ISTaval  Foece, 

Washington,  October  11, 1898. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  concerning  the 
United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  which  was  organized  for  service  in 
the  war  with  Spain  under  the  terms  of  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress 
passed  to  meet  the  emergency  in  the  month  of  May  last.  As  a  con- 
sideration of  this  joint  resolution  is  necessary  to  a  complete  under- 
standing of  the  organization  and  limitations  of  the  Auxiliary  Naval 
Force,  I  set  it  forth  in  full,  as  follows : 

JOINT  EESOLUTION  providing  for  the  organization  and  enrollment  of  tlie  United  States  Auxiliary 

Naval  Force. 

Resolved,  by  tJie  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentativea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  a  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  is  hereby  authorized 
to  he  established,  to  be  enrolled  in  such  numbers  as  the  President  may  deem  necessary, 
not  exceeding  three  thousand  enlisted  men,  for  the  exigencies  of  the  present  war 
with  Spain,  and  to  serve  for  a  period  of  one  year,  or  less,  and  shall  be  disbanded  by 
the  President  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  chief  of  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  shall  be  detailed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  the  active  or  retired  list  of  the  line  ofScers  of  the 
Navy  not  below  the  grade  of  captain,  who  shall  receive  the  highest  pay  of  his  grade 
while  so  employed. 

Sbc.  3.  That  enlistment  into  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  shall  be  made 
by  such  officer  or  officers  as  the  Navy  Department  may  detail  for  the  purpose,  who 
shall  also  select  from  merchant  vessels  and  other  available  sources  such  volunteers 
as  may  be  deemed  best  fitted  for  service  as  officers  in  said  force,  and  shall  report  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  his  action,  their  names  and  the  grade  for  which  each 
is  recommended. 

Sec.  4.  That  for  the  purposes  of  this  organization  the  coast  line  shall  be  divided 
into  districts,  each  of  which  shall  be  in  charge  of  an  assistant  to  the  chief  of  the 
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United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force ;  and  suoli  aaaistaut  chiefs  may  be  detailed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  the  officers  of  the  active  or  retired  list  of  the  line  of 
the  Navy,  or  appointed  by  him  from  civil  life,  not  above  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
commander. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  officers  and  men  comprising  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval 
Force  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  as  those  holding  similar  rank  or 
rate  in  the  Regular  Navy;  and  all  matters  relating  to  the  organization,  discipline, 
and  government  of  men  in  said  force  shall  conform  to  the  laws  and  regulations 
governing  the  United  States  Navy. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  chief  of  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  or  such  officers 
as  the  Navy  Department  may  detail  for  such  service,  may,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Governor  of  any  State,  muster  into  the  said  Force  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  organi- 
zations of  the  Naval  Militia  of  any  State  to  serve  in  said  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  and 
shall  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  his  action,  the  names  and  grades  for 
which  commissions  in  said  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  shall  be  issued  to 
the  officers  of  such  Naval  Militia,  and  shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  and  disrate 
the  petty  officers  thereof. 

Sbc.  7.  That  the  officers,  warrant  officers,  petty  officers,  and  enlisted  men  and 
boys  of  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  thus  created  shall  be  paid  from  the 
appropriation  "Pay  of  the  Navy;"  and  the  sum  of  three  million  dollars,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  required,  is  hereby  appropriated,  from  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  purchase  or  hire  of  vessels  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  resolution." 

(Approved  May  26,  1898,  and  known  as  public  resolution  No.  34.) 

At  the  time  the  resolution  received  the  signature  of  the  President 
part  of  the  organization  which  it  authorized,  and  some  of  the  results 
which  it  was  designed  to  accomplish,  had  already  been  effected  under 
a  different  name.  This  occurred  because  the  resolution  which  had 
been  introduced  in  Congress  early  in  the  month  of  April  had  been  set 
aside  in  favor  of  legislation  of  wider  scope,  and  in  the  meantime  (in 
anticipation  of  its  passage)  preparations  for  naval  defense  and  offense 
had  to  be  rushed  forward  under  authority  of  existing  laws.  As  a 
result,  when  the  joint  resolution  became  a  law  its  provisions  had  to  be 
applied  to  existing  conditions;  and  various  elements,  which  had  up  to 
that  time  been  developed  separately,  had  to  be  concentrated  under  one 
management. 

On  March  23, 1898,  the  Department  had  directed  Commander  Horace 
Elmer,  TJ.  S.  'N.,  to  prepare,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  a  scheme  utiliz- 
ing the  available  resources  of  our  Atlantic  coast  in  the  formation  of  a 
"mosquito  iiotilla,"  in  general  accordance  with  the  methods  proposed 
by  the  Naval  War  College.  He  was  directed  to  suggest  for  each  impor- 
tant locality  the  names  of  suitable  vessels  (in  such  numbers  as  he  might 
think  proper)  to  be  outfitted  as  improvised  gun  vessels,  rams,  or  torpedo 
boats;  to  indicate  how  and  where  the  armament  of  these  vessels  should 
be  obtained  and  mounted;  how  their  captains  and  crews  might  be 
secured  from  the  merchant  service  or  Naval  Militia;  to  propose  appoint- 
ments for  volunteer  ofScers  and  ratings  for  enlisted  men,  and  to  prepare 
an  organization  for  the  whole  coast  and  rules  for  the  government  of 
each  local  division.  Commander  Elmer  was  told  that  "promptness, 
efficiency,  and  economy"  were  necessary,  and  that  this  scheme  must  be 
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SO  perfected  that  it  could  be  put  into  instant  execution  on  the  issuing 
of  orders  from  the  Department.  A  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Department 
is  annexed  hereto.    (Appendix  A.) 

Commander  Elmer  was  immediately  detached  from  duty  at  Philadel- 
phia and  ordered  to  proceed  to  ISew  York,  where  he  established  head- 
quarters at  the  navy-yard,  and  undertook  with  great  zeal  the  work 
outlined  for  him,  which  soon  proved  to  have  an  enormous  amount  of 
detail.  The  consideration  of  the  needs  of  the  different  ports,  the  ves- 
sels available  for  the  various  kinds  of  service  proposed,  and  the  selec 
tion  of  suitable  officers  and  men  rendered  his  task  complex  and 
arduous.  He  was  assisted  in  various  features  of  it,  however,  by  the 
ofBcers  of  the  New  York  Navy- Yard  and  New  York  Naval  Militia,  and 
by  the  board  on  auxiliary  vessels,  and  had  at  his  command  such  cleri- 
cal force  as  could  be  spared  from  the  pressing  work  of  the  yard. 

During  the  first  week  of  April  the  joint  resolution  was  prepared  by 
the  Department  to  fully  carry  out  the  purposes  intended,  and  Com- 
mander Elmer  was  directed  to  arrange  the  different  districts  in  con- 
nection with  what  was  then  called  the  "Coast  Defense  System,"  or 
"Mosquito  Flotilla,"  so  that  each  district  should  conform  to  the  corre- 
sponding districts  as  subdivided  by  the  Light-House  Board  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  This  was  done  with  the  idea  of  simplifying 
the  organization  and  expediting  its  completion,  as  the  naval  officers 
detailed  as  inspectors  of  the  various  light-house  districts  were  famil- 
iar with  the  localities  in  which  they  were  stationed  and  generally 
acquainted  with  the  personnel  and  material  of  the  districts.  A  copy 
of  the  Department's  letter  is  hereto  annexed.  (Appendix  B.)  The 
light-house  inspectors  were  not  relieved  of  their  regular  duties,  but 
were  ordered  to  assume  in  addition  to  them  the  duties  connected  with 
the  coast-defense  districts. 

On  April  19, 1898,  the  Department  informed  Commander  Elmer  that 
he  could  not  move  actively  in  the  matters  with  which  he  was  charged 
until  war  was  declared  and  the  President  should  call  out  the  Naval 
Militia.  In  the  meantime  he  was  directed  to  use  all  possible  dispatch 
to  perfect  his  scheme,  so  that  each  of  the  vessels  which  he  proposed  to 
assign  to  defense  should  be  selected  and  her  armament  allotted  upon 
his  request  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  held  in  readi- 
ness for  his  orders.  He  was  told  to  prepare  contracts  for  the  work  to 
be  done  upon  the  vessels  in  local  establishments  and  to  see  that  the 
officers  of  the  Naval  Militia  who  were  to  command  these  vessels  were 
nominated  by  the  local  chiefs  of  the  Naval  Militia,  and  that  the  crews, 
also  from  the  Naval  Militia,  should  be  set  apart  by  name  for  each  par- 
ticular ship.    A  copy  of  this  letter  is  hereto  annexed.     (Appendix  C.) 

Of  course,  but  a  part  of  the  many  details  of  this  plan  had  been  worked 
out  when  war  was  declared  on  April  25.  Just  at  this  critical  time,  and 
while  his  experience,  intelligence,  and  untiring  energy  were  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  public  service,  Commander  Elmer  died,  after 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY.   975 

a  very  short  illness,  leaving  the  work  which  he  had  begun  so  admirably 
to  be  carried  on  by  another.  At  the  time  of  his  death  the  plans  of  the 
Department  had  been  elaborated  so  as  to  include  the  defense  of  iifteen 
harbors  and  strategic  points  on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts,  with  a 
flotilla  of  28  gun  vessels,  12  torpedo  vessels  (one  tube  each),  and  40 
patrol  boats,  and  the  armament  of  these  vessels  had  been  worked  out 
with  such  ordnance  as  was  available.  All  of  these  vessels  were  to  be 
employed  in  the  inshore  or  coast-patrol  fleet,  it  having  been  determined 
to  organize  a  deep-sea  or  offshore  patrol  fleet  as  a  distinct  naval  com- 
mand. The  light-house  inspectors  of  all  the  districts  but  three  had 
reported  for  duty  in  connection  with  coast-defense  work,  and  corre- 
spondence had  been  opened  all  along  the  coast  with  the  local  naval 
militia  and  other  sources  to  obtain  data  in  regard  to  vessels  suitable  for 
the  different  classes  necessary  for  the  formation  of  the  "Mosquito 
Flotilla." 

Prior  to  this  time  the  Department  had  taken  up  actively,  with  the 
State  authorities,  the  employment  of  the  Naval  Militia,  but  it  was 
apparent  that  there  was  no  authority  of  law  for  mustering  jSTaval 
Militia  organizations  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  President  was  not  authorized  to  caU  them  out  for  service  outside 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution  became  of 
prime  necessity.  In  the  absence  of  a  national  naval  reserve  the  Depart- 
ment had  relied  upon  the  State  Naval  Militias  to  supply  the  personnel 
for  coast  signal  work  and  for  manning  the  vessels  of  the  coast-defense 
system.  It  was  for  these  purposes  only  that  the  Naval  Militias  had 
been  drilled  and  instructed  under  orders  from  the  Department.  The 
scope  of  their  duties  is  well  defined  in  the  "Memorandum  for  boards 
appointed  to  report  upon  the  condition  and  efficiency  for  service  of  the 
Naval  Militia,"  in  1897,  which  says : 

They  are  not  to  be  considered  in  any  sense  as  a  naval  reserve  capable  of  manning 
onr  seagoing  fleet,  although  their  cooperation  would  be  very  valuable  in  examining 
into  the  seafaring  personnel  of  their  respective  districts,  in  keeping  constantly 
informed  as  to  this  source  of  supply  for  the  Navy,  and  in  suggesting  possibilities  in 
the  way  of  grouping  and  registering  these  men,  which  would  make  them  available 
in  the  case  of  sudden  need.  A  true  naval  reserve  would  have  to  be  established 
under  national  auspices  alone.  The  dual  character  of  the  Naval  Militia,  owing  as 
it  does  allegiance  to  the  State  maintaining  it  and  the  General  Government,  must 
place  a  limitation  on  the  expectations  that  the  latter  has  concerning  it.  (Annual 
Report  of  the  Operations  of  the  Naval  Militia  for  1897,  p.  9.) 

The  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  also  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  Naval  Militia  offered  the  only  means  of  pro- 
curing what  was  in  any  way  a  substitute  for  an  efficient  naval  reserve 
to  consist  of  seafaring  men,  under  direct  control  of  the  national  authori- 
ties, and  noted  that  there  were  particular  and  important  functions 
which  belonged  to  the  Naval  Militia  alone,  and  that  there  were  three 
or  four  of  these  organizations  which  in  the  event  of  a  sudden  emer- 
gency could  be  utilized  at  once  for  manning  some  of  the  smaller  naval 
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vessels.  It  mentioned  the  placing  of  mines  and  the  establishment  of 
signal  stations  for  coast  defense  as  two  of  the  most  important  features 
of  their  work,  all  of  which  was  to  be  performed  in  the  "second  line 
of  defense."    (Annual  Eeport  of  the  Secretary  of  the  ISTavy,  1897,  p.  31.) 

Organizations  of  Ifaval  Militia  existed  in  January,  1898,  in  fifteen 
States,  aggregating  3,703  petty  officers  and  enlisted  men,  and  about  200 
commissioned  offtcers.  Just  prior  to  the  war,  organizations  were  ofBci- 
ally  recognized  in  two  additional  States,  and  provisional  organizations 
were  formed  in  two  others.  Without  waiting  for  special  legislation, 
the  Department  called  upon  the  State  Naval  Militias,  in  the  latter  part 
of  March,  to  furnish  officers  and  crews  for  the  single-turret  monitors 
(which  had  seen  service  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  and  were  then  laid 
up  at  League  Island  Navy- Yard),  and  had  arranged  with  the  governors 
of  the  various  States  that  either  leaves  of  absence  or  discharges 
should  be  granted  to  such  ofi&cers  and  men  as  should  volunteer  for  this 
duty.  The  responses  were  prompt  and  satisfactory,  and  showed  the 
patriotic  spirit  of  the  Naval  Militia,  eight  monitors  being  rapidly  put 
in  commission,  each  under  command  of  a  naval  officer,  all  the  other 
officers  and  the  entire  crews  being  furnished  by  the  Naval  Militias  of 
the  various  States. 

The  Department  also  called  upon  the  States  of  New  York,  Massa- 
chusetts, Michigan,  and  Maryland  to  furnish  officers  and  men  for  the 
merchant  steamers  purchased  for  the  war,  and  renamed  the  Yankee, 
Prairie,  Yosemite,  and  Dixie.  This  was  in  accordance  with  the  sugges- 
tion that  some  of  the  older  organizations  of  Naval  Militia  were  compe- 
tent to  furnish  officers  and  men  for  seagoing  vessels.  This  call  was 
one  which  taxed  to  the  utmost  the  resources  of  the  Naval  Militia 
organizations,  coming  closely  as  it  did  upon  that  for  volunteers  to  man 
the  monitors,  but  it  was  responded  to  with  most  gratifying  alacrity. 
To  fill  the  complement  of  these  vessels,  each  organization  called  upon 
contributed  about  250  men. 

As  examples  of  the  promptness  with  which  the  call  was  met,  the  con- 
tingent from  the  First  Naval  Battalion,  New  York,  reported  uniformed, 
armed,  equipped,  and  ready  for  duty  in  six  hours  after  receiving  notice; 
and  the  contingent  from  the  Massachusetts  Naval  Brigade,  which 
was  notified  at  1  o'clock  on  a  Saturday  afternoon,  arrived  at  the  New 
York  Navy- Yard,  fully  prepared  for  service  on  the  Prairie,  at  9  o'clock 
the  next  morning.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Navy,  pro- 
fessional men,  business  men,  and  men  of  leisure  and  of  the  highest 
education  were  brought  into  the  lower  ratings,  and  fi  om  the  reports 
which  have  come  incidentally  to  my  notice,  it  appears  that  they  served 
with  great  intelligence  and  enthusiasm,  and  after  a  short  experience 
made  good  men-of-warsmen,  although  they  had  had  little  or  no  training 
as  seagoing  sailors,  and  exhibited  some  of  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  the 
care  of  property  and  themselves  that  is  common  to  all  volunteers. 

The  naval  militia  of  the  seaboard  States  had  also  been  taxed  to  fur- 
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nish  officers  and  men  for  the  coast  signal  service.  They  had  been 
trained  to  expect  such  duty,  and  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they 
performed  it  has  been  commented  upon  by  me  in  another  report  pre- 
viously submitted.  Active  recruiting  to  fill  the  vacancies  caused  by 
these  drafts  was  in  progress  in  the  Naval  Militia  organizations  at  the 
time  of  the  declaration  of  war  and  of  Commander  Elmer's  death,  and 
their  officers  were  busily  at  work  preparing  to  fill  the  places  in  the 
scheme  of  coast  defense  for  which  they  had  been  instructed  as  soon 
as  the  formation  of  the  auxiliary  naval  force  should  be  authorized  by 
law. 

This  was  the  situation  when,  on  April  25, 1898  (the  date  that  Con- 
gress declared  that  a  state  of  war  had  existed  since  April  21),  orders 
were  issued  to  Rear- Admiral  Henry  Erben,  U.  S.  N.,  retired,  to  report 
immediately  to  the  commandant,  navy-yard,  New  York,  "for  duty  as 
officer  in  charge  of  the  torpedo-boat  flotilla  work  in  connection  with 
the  coast-defense  system,"  as  the  successor  of  Commander  Elmer. 

The  work  of  the  most  pressing  importance  (war  having  been  declared) 
was  the  acquisition  of  suitable  vessels  to  add  to  the  monitors,  the 
stations  for  which  had  been  determined,  and  which  had  been  assigned 
for  duty  in  the  coast-defense  fleet.  Money  for  the  purchase  of  some 
of  the  necessary  steamers,  tugboats,  and  yachts  was  available  from  the 
appropriation  for  "National  defense,"  and  competent  engineers  and 
naval  constructors  were  at  once  detailed  to  headquarters,  and  boards 
for  the  inspection  of  vessels,  composed  of  officers  of  the  necessary  pro- 
fessional requirements,  were  organized  in  districts  where  there  was  the 
largest  number  to  be  inspected.  Nothing,  however,  could  be  done 
with  regard  to  the  personnel  until  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution, 
which  was  still  unavoidably  held  back  in  Congress  by  the  pressure  of 
legislation  connected  with  the  war.  Admiral  Erben  was  made  fully 
acquainted  with  the  intentions  of  the  Department  and  with  the  situation, 
in  a  letter  dated  April  28,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed.  (Appen- 
dix D.) 

Meanwhile  submarine  mines  were  placed  by  the  War  Department  in 
the  harbors  of  the  more  important  sea;>orts  and  shipping  thereby 
greatly  interfered  with,  and  the  Navy  Department  was  called  upon  to 
patrol  and  protect  the  mine  fields.  This  duty  was  relegated  to 
Admiral  Erben's  command,  and  instructions  were  given  him  relative 
thereto,  under  the  dates  of  May  6  and  May  17,  copies  of  which  are 
annexed  (Appendix  E  and  Appendix  P).  At  this  time,  however, 
but  few  of  the  vessels  purchased  under  the  recommendations  of  the 
board  on  auxiliary  vessels  had  been  prepared  for  patrol  duty,  and  it 
was  impossible  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of  boats  to  perform  this 
service.  In  New  York  the  governor  of  the  State  hired  suitable  tugs, 
fitted  them  out,  manned  them  with  officers  and  men  from  the  Naval 
Militia,  and  put  them  at  the  service  of  the  Department,  and  by  this 
means  the  mine  fields  at  the  entrance  to  the  port  of  New  York  were 
Ab.  98 62 
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thoroughly  patrolled  for  ten  days,  the  Naval  Militia  acquitting  them- 
selves most  creditably  iu  this  duty. 

The  governor  of  New  York  also  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Depart- 
ment, on  April  27,  the  services  of  his  Naval  Militia  aid,  who  was  of 
material  assistance  in  securing  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution 
authorizing  the  organization  and  enrollment  of  the  Auxiliary  Naval 
Force. 

On  May  26  the  President  signed  the  joint  resolution,  and  Admiral 
Erben  became  the  chief  of  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force. 
From  the  foregoing  resume  it  is  possible  to  understand  the  conditions 
existing  at  the  time  that  the  resolution  became  a  law.  The  exigencies 
of  the  war  upon  which  the  resolution  was  predicated  (in  section  1 
thereof)  existed.  An  officer  of  the  Navy,  not  below  the  grade  of  cap- 
tain, already  had  charge  of  the  organization  contemplated  by  the  joint 
resolution,  as  was  provided  in  section  2  thereof.  The  coast  line  had 
been  divided  into  districts,  each  one  of  which  was  in  command  of  an 
officer  of  the  Navy,  assisting  the  chief,  and  it  but  remained  to  complete 
the  alterations  and  repairs  to  the  newly  purchased  vessels  (upon  which 
men  were  working  night  and  day  at  the  various  navy -yards)  to  get 
them  on  their  stations  and  to  examine  and  enlist  the  men  from  the 
naval  militias  and  examine  their  officers  for  recommendation  and 
appointment. 

Prior  to  this  date,  and  in  the  emergency,  the  officers  who  had  been 
commissioned  for  temporary  duty  on  the  monitors  and  auxiliary  cruisers 
and  in  the  Coast  Signal  Service  had  been  ac/septed  without  examina- 
tions, the  only  exception  being  the  officers  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Yankee.  The 
Department,  however,  determined  (as  the  joint  resolution  did  not 
restrict  the  purpose  for  which  the  officers  should  be  used,  but  author- 
ized their  employment  for  general  service)  that  no  further  appoint- 
ments should  be  made  except  upon  the  recommendation  of  examining 
boards,  which  were  thereupon  appointed  and  convened.  The  chief  of 
the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  and  the  governors  of  the 
States  having  naval  militias  were  notified  by  the  Department  that 
there  was  opportunity  for  a  more  general  employment  of  the  naval 
forces  of  the  States,  and  it  was  suggested  that  the  various  adjutants- 
general  should  be  instructed  to  rendezvous  their  Naval  Militia  for 
examination  and  enlistment  of  such  as  might  be  found  qualified. 

Officers  and  men  were  informed  that  the  intention  was  that  their 
services  would  be  used  as  far  as  practicable  for  necessary  coast  de- 
fense (the  duty  for  which  they  had  been  instructed  and  drilled),  but 
that  as  they  were,  when  mustered  in,  to  receive  the  same  rank  and  pay 
as  those  of  the  Eegular  Navy,  they  should  be  prepared,  in  case  of 
special  emergency,  to  serve  wherever  the  Department  deemed  their 
presence  most  necessary.  Those  passing  examinations,  physically  and 
professionally,  were  recommended  for  appointment  to  the  grades  or 
enlisted  for  the  ratings  for  which  they  were  found  qualified,  and  when 
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mustered  into  the  service  were  seut  to  the  nearest  receiving  ship  or 
station,  from  which  regular  details  were  drawn  as  required.  These 
details,  as  far  as  practicable,  were  made  up  of  men  from  the  same  State 
and  organization.  A  copy  of  the  circular  of  "Instructions  for  the 
enlistment  of  the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,"  which  was  sent  to  the 
adjutants-general  of  the  various  States  interested,  is  annexed  (Appen- 
dix G). 

I  also  append  an  examination  paper  upon  which  a  candidate  for  the 
position  of  a  lieutenant  was  examined.  This  was  selected  at  random, 
and  is  an  evidence  of  the  thoroughness  of  the  examinations.  (Appendix 
H.)  Ofiicers  were  rapidly  examined,  recommended  for  appointment, 
and  commissioned,  the  form  of  commission  given  them  being  annexed. 
(Appendix  I.)  No  special  form  of  enlistment  paper  for  the  men  was 
used,  but  on  the  iirst  and  second  sheets  of  the  ordinary  enlistment 
records  the  words  "Auxiliary  Naval  Force"  were  written.  The  limit 
of  the  term  of  enlistment  was  entered  in  each  instance  as  one  year, 
and  the  sentence  was  added,  "  Discharge  will  be  granted  upon  request, 
provided  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  permit." 

Vessels  were  rapidly  purchased  under  the  $3,000,000  appropriation 
carried  by  the  joint  resolution,  and  were  sent  to  the  nearest  navy-yards 
to  be  altered  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  intended.  The  ves- 
sels purchased  under  this  appropriation  included  ten  yachts  and  five 
tugs,  the  cost  aggregating  $593,500.  I  annex  a  list  of  these  vessels, 
giving  their  names  at  the  time  of  purchase,  their  names  in  the  service, 
and  the  date  when  purchased.  (Appendix  J.)  From  the  number  of 
vessels  attached  to  the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  and  which  were  manned 
by  men  from  the  Naval  Militia,  those  which  were  deemed  best  suited 
for  service  in  southern  waters  were  detached  on  June  30,  namely,  the 
Governor  Russell,  East  Boston,,  Apache,  Viking,  Sylvia,  and  (later)  Poto- 
mac and  Kanawha.  These  were  then  given  commanding  ofiicers  from 
the  Navy. 

At  the  beginning  of  July  the  organization  of  the  Auxiliary  Naval 
Force  included  Eear- Admiral  Henry  Erben,  U.  S.  N.,  retired,  as  chief, 
with  headquarters  at  No.  39  Whitehall  street,  New  York.  Attached  to 
his  staff  were  a  medical  inspector,  a  surgeon,  an  assistant  surgeon,  a  pay 
inspector,  an  assistant  paymaster,  6  chief  engineers,  2  naval  construct- 
ors, and  2  lieutenants.  The  light-house  inspectors  were  acting  as 
assistants  to  the  chief  in  the  various  districts,  as  above  described. 
Seventeen  vessels  were  then  being  put  in  commission,  for  the  comple- 
ments of  which  Admiral  Erben  estimated  that  73  officers  and  500  men 
were  necessary.  It  was  contemplated  putting  four  more  monitors  in 
commission.  Twelve  hundred  men  had  been  enlisted  and  sent  to  re- 
ceiving ships  or  stations.  Seventy-seven  officers  from  the  Naval  Militia 
had  been  nominated  for  commissions  and  64  had  beeh  commissioned. 
Only  16  vessels  on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  were  actually  in  com- 
mission, including  6  receiving  ships — the  Minnesota  at  Boston,  the 
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New  Hampshire  at  New  York,  the  Portsmouth  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  the 
St.  Louis  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  Dale  at  Baltimore  (Appendix  Ja) — 
and  the  monitors  CatsMll,  Lehigh,  Jason,  Nahant,  Montaulc,  Nantucket, 
and  Passaic.  The  remaining  4  vessels  were  at  navy-yards,  being  pre- 
pared for  service. 

On  Saturday,  July  9,  forty-four  days  after  the  signing  of  the  joint 
resolution,  I  was  ordered  to  relieve  Rear  Admiral  Brben,  and  assumed 
the  duties  of  chief  of  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  with 
headquarters  at  the  Navy  Department.  A  copy  of  my  orders  is 
annexed  (Appendix  K).  I  immediately  made  room  for  the  headquar- 
ters in  the  Ofi&ce  of  Naval  Intelligence,  and  with  but  one  assistant, 
Lieut.  Herbert  L.  Satterlee,  TJ.  S.  N.  (at  that  time  attached  to  the  Coast 
Signal  Service),  undertook  the  completion  of  the  details  of  the  Depart- 
ment's plans. 

The  submarine  mines  were  receiving  occasional  damage,  owing  to 
the  lack  of  proper  protection.  The  officers  who  had  been  commis- 
sioned and  the  1,200  men  who  had  been  enlisted  were  waiting  on  the 
various  receiving  ships  for  assignment  to  active  duty.  The  converted 
vessels  at  the  navy-yards  were  without  complements,  and  there  was 
need  of  small  dispatch  boats  and  tugs.  The  Naval  Militia,  which  had 
recruited  up  to  its  legal  strength  at  the  request  of  the  Department, 
was  not  fulfilling  the  part  which  had  been  assigned  to  it  in  case  of  war; 
Its  officers  and  men  were  becoming  restless  at  the  inactivity ;  its  facili- 
ties were  not  being  fully  employed,  and  the  Navy  was  still  short  of  men 
for  its  seagoing  ships. 

The  Department  was  overwhelmed  with  requests  for  active  service 
and  the  mustering  in  of  organizations  which  had  been  recruited  for  the 
war.  The  situation  was  urgent  and  prompt  action  was  necessary.  I 
gave  all  the  time  that  I  could  spare  from  my  duties  as  Chief  Intelligence 
Officer  and  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Signal  Service  and  made  myself 
familiar  with  the  situation,  relying  upon  Lieutenant  Satterlee's  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  Naval  Militia,  as  he  had  been  for  years  the  navigating 
officer  of  the  First  Naval  Battalion,  New  York,  and  more  recently 
Naval  Militia  aid  on  the  staff  of  the  governor  of  New  York.  I  found 
at  once  that  no  use  had  been  made  of  the  services  of  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  naval  brigades  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  both  of 
whom  were  ex-officers  of  the  United  States  Navy  and  had  been  study- 
ing for  years  the  duties  of  their  forces  in  the  naval  patrol  and  defense  of 
the  seacoast  of  their  respective  States.  They  were  immediately  exam- 
ined, recommended  for  appointment,  commissioned,  and  substituted 
for  the  lighthouse  inspectors  in  charge  of  the  districts  in  which  they 
were  located. 

As  rapidly  as  possible  the  other  light-house  inspectors  were,  in  suc- 
cession, relieved  of  the  extra  duties  which  had  been  imposed  upon  them 
in  connection  with  the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  and  the  senior  officers 
(not  already  afloat)  of  the  State  naval  militias  were  ordered  to  duty  as 
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my  assistants  in  the  various  districts.  In  the  meantime  the  naval 
officers  commanding  the  monitors  were  detached  and  assigned  to  other 
duty,  and  the  command  of  these  vessels  was  intrusted  to  competent 
officers  of  the  force  who  came  from  the  Naval  Militia.  The  officers 
and  men  of  some  of  the  States  that  had  not  been  given  an  opportunity 
to  enter  the  service  were  examined,  and,  if  proficient,  were  respectively 
commissioned  and  enlisted,  those  from  Louisiana  and  Florida  being 
sent  to  the  navy-yard  at  Pensacola.  Within  forty-eight  hours  from 
the  time  of  assuming  command  I  was  enabled  to  get  two  of  the  con- 
verted yachts  at  'ifew  York  on  duty  patrolling  the  mine  fields,  and  on 
July  12  they  were  joined  by  a  third.  In  rapid  succession  the  various 
yachts  and  tugs  were  furnished  with  officers  and  crews,  put  in  commis- 
sion, and  assigned  to  active  duty. 

After  filling  the  complements  of  these  vessels,  those  monitors  which 
were  still  being  fitted  out  at  the  navy-yards  were  supplied,  and  an 
effort  was  made  to  send  all  the  men  remaining  on  the  receiving  ships  to 
the  front.  To  this  end  a  draft  of  men  was  sent  from  the  Pensacola  yard 
to  the  naval  station  at  Key  West,  and  other  drafts  were  forwarded 
from  receiving  ships  on  the  Atlantic  coast  to  the  Norfolk  Navy-Yard 
for  transportation  south  by  the  first  public  conveyance.  This  was  done, 
not  only  to  complete  the  plans  of  the  Department  for  using  the  Naval 
Militia,  but  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  enlisting  more  men  for  gen- 
eral service.  Several  hundred  men  enlisted  from  the  Naval  Militia 
were  sent  to  Cuban  waters  from  Key  West  and  distributed  among  the 
vessels  of  the  first  and  second  squadrons  of  the  North  Atlantic  fleet, 
where  they  saw  actual  warfare  at  Santiago,  in  the  battle  which  resulted 
in  the  deslructiou  of  Admiral  Gervera's  squadron. 

Our  naval  successes  and  the  situation  of  the  war  in  the  latter  part 
of  July  made  any  further  increase  of  the  force  unnecessary,  and  the 
Department  determined  not  to  issue  any  more  commissions  or  make 
any  more  enlistments.  1  append  a  form  of  the  certificate  given  to 
those  who  passed  their  examinations,  but  whose  services  were  not 
needed.  (Appendix  Ka.)  The  protocol  of  peace  was  signed  while 
some  of  these  drafts  of  men  were  on  their  way  to  the  south,  and  it  was 
therefore  necessary  to  return  them  to  the  receiving  ships  from  which 
they  had  started. 

The  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  on  the  Pacific  coast,  which  had  been 
under  the  command  of  Rear- Admiral  Joseph  N.  Miller,  U.  S.  N.,  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  from  Rear  Admiral  Brben's  command,  was  transferred 
to  me,  and  the  Pacific  coast  was  thereupon  organized  as  a  district,  and 
Lieut.  W.  E,  Gunn,  U.  S.  N.,  who  entered  the  service  from  the  California 
Naval  Militia,  was  appointed  my  assistant  in  charge.  The  four  revenue 
cutters  attached  to  this  district  patrolled  the  coast  from  San  Francisco 
to  Alaska,  in  order  to  protect  the  treasure-laden  vessels  from  the 
Klondike  gold  fields. 

When  at  its  maximum  strength,  and  after  the  7  vessels  hereinbefore 
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named  had  been  detached,  the  fleet  of  the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force 
consisted  of  41  vessels. 

The  yacth  Shearwater,  the  torpedo  boat  Manly,  and  the  monitors 
Canonicus  and  Mahopao  were  attached  to,  it  but  were  never  put  in 
commission. 

The  complete  organization  of  the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

At  headquarters — J.  E.  Bartlett,  captain,  U.  S.  N.,  retired,  chief; 
Herbert  L.  Satterlee,  lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  chief  of  staff;  Henry  W. 
Fitch,  chief  engineer,  TJ.  S.  N.,  retired,  fleet  engineer;  Warren  L.  Saw- 
yer, assistant  paymaster,  U.  S.  N. ;  1  chief  yeoman,  1  stenographer,  and 
1  messenger. 

The  first  district,  from  the  most  easterly  point  of  Maine  to  Hampton 
Harbor,  New  Hampshire — E.  J.  Beach,  lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  assistant  to 
chief,  with  headquarters  at  Portland.  To  this  district  were  attached  the 
monitors  Montauh  and  Wyandotte.  The  latter,  however,  was  never  sent 
to  her  station  at  Bath,  Me. 

The  second  district,  from  Hampton  Harbor,  New  Hampshire,  to 
Newport,  E.  I. — J.  W.  Weeks,  lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  assistant  to  chief, 
with  headquarters  at  Boston.  Attached  to  this  district  were  the  U.  S. 
E  S.  Minnesota,  the  monitors  CatsMll  and  Lehigh,  the  tug  Seminole, 
and  the  yacht  Inca. 

The  third  district,  from  Newport,  E.  I.,  to  Seabright,  N.  J. — J.  W. 
Miller,  lieutenant-commander,  U.  S.  N.,  assistant  to  chief,  with  head- 
quarters at  New  York  City.  Attached  to  this  district  were  the  TJ.  S. 
E.  S.  New  Hampshire,  the  monitors  Jason,  Manhattan,  and  Nahant,  the 
yachts  Aileen,  Elfrida,  Enquirer,  Freelance,  Huntress,  Restless,  and 
Shearicater,  and  the  torpedo  boat  Manly.  The  monitor  Manhattan, 
however,  was  never  sent  to  her  station  at  Newport;  the  Jason  was 
stationed  at  Fishers  Island,  and  the  Nahant  at  Tompkinsville. 

The  Fourth  district,  from  Seabright,  N.  J.,  to  Metomkin  Inlet,  Vir- 
ginia, Lieut.  J.  8.  Muckl6,  U.  S.  N.,  assistant  to  chief,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Philadelphia.  Attached  to  this  district  were  the  U.  S.  E.  S.  St. 
Louis,  the  monitors  Canonicus  and  Mahopac,  and  the  side- wheel  steam- 
boat Arctic. 

The  Fifth  district,  from  Metomkin  Inlet,  Virginia,  to  New  Eiver  Inlet, 
North  Carolina,  Isaac  E.  Emerson,  lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  assistant  to 
chief,  with  headquarters  at  Baltimore,  Md.  The  vessels  attached  to 
this  district  were  the  U.  S.  E.  S.  Dale,  the  monitor  Ajax,  and  the  yacht 
Sylph. 

The  Sixth  district,  from  New  Eiver  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  to  Jupiter 
Inlet,  Florida,  George  L.  Morton,  lieutentant,  U.  S.  N.,  assistant  to 
chief,  with  lieadquarters  at  Port  Eoyal,  S,  C.  The  vessels  attached  to 
this  district  were  the  monitor  Nantuchet  and  the  tugs  Cheyenne,  ChicJc- 
asaw,  and  Wahan. 

The  Seventh  district,  from  Jupiter  Inlet,  Florida,  to  Perdido  Entrance, 
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Florida,  J.  (J.  Sutherland,  lieutenant,  TJ.  S.  N.,  assistant  to  chief,  with 
headquarters  at  Pensacola,  Fla.  Attached  to  this  district  was  the  tug 
Tacoma  and  the  battalion  of  the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  at  the  Pensa- 
cola Navy-Yard. 

The  Eighth  district,  from  Perdido  Entrance,  Florida,  to  the  most 
westerly  point  of  Texas,  J.  W.  Bostick,  lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  assistant 
to  chief,  with  headquarters  at  New  Orleans,  La.  Attached  to  this  dis- 
trict were  the  monitor  Passaic  and  the  tugs  Choctaw  and  Poichatan. 

The  Ninth  district,  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States,  W.  E. 
Gunn,  lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  assistant  to  chief,  with  headquarters  at  San 
Francisco.  Attached  to  this  district  were  the  revenue  cutters  Corwin, 
Grant,  Perry,  and  Bush,  and  the  tugs  Active,  Iroquois,  and  Vigilant. 

Pay  Inspector  J.  H.  Stevenson,  U.  S.  N.,  retired,  was  attached  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  Third  district,  and  Assistant  Paymaster  Webb  V.  H. 
Eose  was  attached  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Seventh  district.  Chief 
Engineer  Alexander  Henderson,  retired,  was  attached  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Third  district.  Chief  Engineer  E.  D.  Kobie,  retired, 
was  attached  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Second  district,  and  Chief 
Engineer  W.  W.  Dungan  was  attached  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Fifth 
district. 

There  were  commissioned  in  the  Naval  Service  from  the  Naval  Militia, 
lieutenant-commander,!;  lieutenants,  50;  lieutenants  (junior  grade),  44; 
ensigns,  95;  surgeons,  19;  assistant  paymasters,  14;  engineers,  21; 
mates,  13;  a  total  of  263  officers;  and  there  were  enlisted  3,832  men  from 
the  same  source.  The  officers  furnished  their  own  uniforms  and  side 
arms,  and  the  men  came  into  the  service  armed,  uniformed,  and  equipped. 
A  table  showing  the  number  of  officers  and  men  from  the  Naval  Militia 
of  each  State  is  hereto  annexed  (Appendix  L).  I  also  append  a  table 
showing  the  points  at  which  the  various  vessels  were  stationed  and  the 
character  of  duty  performed  by  each  (Appendix  M). 

Aboutthemiddleof  August, acting underinstructionsfrom  the  Depart- 
ment, I  began  to  put  out  of  commission  the  patrol  boats  as  fast  as  their 
presence  at  the  mine  fields  was  no  longer  necessary,  the  submarine  mines 
being  removed.  The  monitors  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  League  Island 
Navy- Yard,  with  the  exception  of  the  Passaic,  which  was  ordered  to 
Pensacola,  and  the  Ifantuclcet  to  Port  Eoyal,  and  the  revenue  cutters 
were  returned  to  the  Treasury  Department.  There  was  some  delay 
in  getting  all  the  monitors  that  were  destined  for  that  point  to  League 
Island,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  had  to  be  convoyed  by  tugs,  which 
at  that  time  were  hard  to  procure.  The  tugs  attached  to  the  force  were 
then,  with  one  exception,  in  Gulf  waters,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  no 
longer  needed  for  duty  connected  with  the  navy-yards  and  naval  sta- 
tions they  were  also  laid  up.  The  last  yachts  to  be  put  out  of  commis- 
sion were  the  Aileen  and  Elfrida,  which  had'beeu  for  some  time  used 
in  the  quarantine  patrol  at  Oamp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  New  York; 
however,  on  the  26th  day  of  September  all  the  vessels  of  the  force  had 
been  placed  out  of  commission  and  their  crews  discharged. 
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I  have  temporarily  retained  the  services  of  my  9  assistants  in  the 
various  districts  for  the  purpose  of  properly  closing  up  the  affairs 
of  the  districts,  i)erfecting  their  records,  and  making  full  reports  as  to 
the  number  of  officers  and  men  admitted  into  the  force  in  the  districts, 
giving  their  grades  and  ratings,  the  character  of  the  service  performed 
in  the  districts,  the  suitability  of  the  vessels  assigned  for  the  purposes 
for  which  they  were  employed,  the  manner  iu  which  they  stood  the 
requirements  of  the  service,  and  the  characteristics  of  the  district  from 
a  defensive  point  of  view,  taking  iato  consideration  the  needs  of  a 
thoroughly  equipped  naval  force  to  protect  them.  They  are  also  inci- 
dentally carrying  out  the  suggestions  of  the  Secretary's  report,  above 
referred  to,  as  to  "grouping  and  registering"  in  their  districts  the  men 
available  for  service  in  a  United  States  Naval  Reserve. 

The  following  changes  were  made  in  the  list  of  assistants:  Lieut. 
E.  J.  Beach  was  relieved  in  the  First  district  by  Lieut.  (J.  G.)  William 
H.  Clifford,  jr.,  and  Lieut.  Commander  J.  W.  Miller,  in  the  Third  dis- 
trict, by  Lieut.  E.  0.  Weeks.  The  headquarters  of  the  Sixth  district 
was  removed  from  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C,  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.  I  think 
that  the  data  secured  by  these  assistants  and  the  information  contained 
in  their  reports  will  be  of  value  to  the  Department  for  reference  and 
for  guidance  in  any  further  emergency,  and  will  file  them  in  the  naval 
militia  office. 

As  this  is  the  first  time  that  the  Naval  Militia  has  been  called  into 
service  by  the  United  States,  it  is  of  great  interest  to  note  the  char- 
acter of  work  performed  by  it  and  the  manner  in  which  it  fulfilled  the 
requirements  previously  outlined  by  the  Department.  Apart  from  their 
services  on  seagoing  ships  (in  which  they  acted  as  a  substitute  for  a 
naval  reserve  and  acquitted  themselves  far  better  than  could  have 
been  reasonably  expected,  in  view  of  their  lack  of  training  for  such  life), 
and  of  their  services  in  the  Coast  Signal  Service  (in  which  they  more 
than  fulfilled  the  highest  expectations  of  their  friends  concerning  them), 
the  efficiency  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Naval  Militia  must  be 
judged  from  their  work  in  the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force. 

The  character  of  the  work  performed  was  twofold — first,  guard  duty, 
and  second,  patrol  duty.  The  scope  of  the  former  was  limited  to  the 
possibilities  of  the  old  type  of  monitors.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
these  vessels  were  hastily  put  into  service  after  having  been  laid  up 
for  a  period  of  over  thirty  years,  and  that  after  tbe  most  necessary 
repairs  had  been  made  at  the  navy-yards  there  was  still  a  large  amount 
of  work  which  had  to  be  done  by  their  crews  to  fit  them  for  the  service 
for  which  they  were  intended.  This  was  done  cheerfully  and  well  by 
officers  and  men,  who  were  naturally  anxious  to  be  at  the  front,  but 
who  also  fully  appreciated  the  exigency  which  required  coast-defense 
vessels  to  protect  home  ports.  The  routine  duties  of  the  first  few 
weeks  on  these  vessels  were  performed  under  very  adverse  circum- 
stances, as  repairs  were  going  on  (with  the  attendaTit  noise,  confusion, 
and  dirt),  painting  was  being  done,  and  coal,  provisions,  etc.,  were 
being  got  on  board. 
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After  the  vessels  had  been  cleaned  up  and  the  crews  shaken  down, 
and  they  had  reached  their  stations,  a  high  degree  of  discipline  and 
eflftciency  was  attained.  The  crews  were  regularly  exercised  and  drilled 
in  boat  work  and  artillery  with  the  secondary  batteries ;  target  prac- 
tice was  also  performed  with  the  old  15-inch  smoothbore  guns.  Many 
of  these  vessels  cruised  from  port  to  port  in  the  district  to  which  they 
were  attached,  went  to  sea  for  target  practice,  and  entered  harbors  by 
day  and  night,  thereby  showing  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Kaval  Militia  were  thoroughly  competent  to  handle  ships  of  that  or  a 
similar  type,  and  there  was  no  mishap  of  even  the  slightest  charac- 
ter on  any  of  the  ten  monitors  during  the  four  and  a  half  months  in 
which  they  were  in  service.  The  monitors  were  brought  back  to  be  put 
oat  of  commission  in  excellent  condition,  and  were  so  readily  handled 
and  manned  by  their  officers  and  crews  that  it  is  fair  to  believe  that 
the  coast-defense  vessels  in  the  future  can  be  turned  over  to  the  Naval 
Militia  with  entire  confidence. 

The  patrol  duty  was  performed  by  converted  yachts  and  tugs,  and 
the  officers  and  men  displayed  special  aptitude  for  this  work,  owing  to 
their  intimate  knowledge  of  local  waters.  Their  acquaintance  with 
harbors  and  bases  of  supplies,  with  the  local  prevailing  weather  condi- 
tions, and  with  the  landmarks  which  would  have  to  be  relied  upon  in 
case  of  the  removal  of  the  aids  to  navigation,  make  them  the  force,  par 
excellence,  for  the  work  of  an  inshore  patrol.  In  the  duty  of  protect- 
ing the  mine  fields  the  high  order  of  intelligence  of  the  officers  and 
men,  as  well  as  their  knowledge  of  the  local  personnel  in  the  merchant 
marine,  aided  them  in  properly  enforcing  the  harbor  regulations  and  in 
dealing  with  merchantmen.  Their  officers  also  proved  to  have  consid- 
erable ability  in  the  handling  of  small  vessels,  and  the  fact  that  there 
were  no  accidents  or  casualties  in  the  fleet  shows  that  they  were  quali- 
fied to  perform  their  duties.  The  results  of  their  practice  in  scouting 
and  reconnoissance  work  showed  that  they  would  have  been  of  great 
value  to  the  service  if  the  seat  of  war  had  unfortunately  been  trans- 
ferred to  these  shores.  In  order  to  illustrate  the  aptitude  of  these  officers 
for  the  character  of  service  mentioned,  I  annex  a  copy  of  an  "  Informa- 
tion blank  for  signal  and  boat  reconnoissance  parties,"  returned  by  two 
of  the  officers  attached  to  the  Third  district,  who  were  sent  to  report 
upon  the  character  of  communication  by  water  between  Shinneeock  Bay 
and  Peconic  Bay,  Long  Island,  New  York.    (Appendix  N.) 

It  is  not,  however,  merely  in  the  performance  of  guard  and  ]iatrol 
duty  that  the  Naval  Militia  has  been  of  service  to  the  Department,  but 
in  many  other  ways,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Navy  have  cause 
for  sincere  thankfulness  that  the  Naval  Militia  existed  during  the  war 
with  Spain.  Its  officers  and  men  have  cheerfully  and  i)atiently  endured 
the  monotonous  and  often  uninteresting  duties  connected  with  shore 
stations  and  the  coast  defense.  They  put  aside  whatever  ideas  they 
might  naturally  have  had  of  more  active  service  at  the  front,  and  have 
filled  many  humble  and  arduous  posts  in  the  navy-yards,  on  receiving 
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ships,  and  even  in  the  offlces  of  the  Department.  In  this  way  many 
officers  and  men  of  the  service  were  freed  from  these  employments  and 
given  a  chance  for  experience  at  the  front  in  actual  warfare — an  expe- 
rience which  every  officer  and  man  who  enters  the  service  covets,  no 
matter  from  what  source  he  entered  it. 

It  must  have  been  a  most  gratifying  disappointment  to  those  critics 
in  the  service  who  feared  that  in  time  of  war  the  officers  of  the  Naval 
Militia  would  be  tenacious  of  their  rank  in  the  State  service  and  over- 
confident as  to  their  abilities  to  see  the  manner  in  which  they  disre- 
garded their  titles  and  accepted  commissions  of  the  lower  grades,  often 
performing  under  them  work  requiring  the  highest  ability.  Of  the 
three  captains  of  the  Kaval  Militia  in  the  United  States,  one  was  given 
the  grade  of  lieutenant-commander,  owing  to  his  long  and  honorable 
record  in  the  N^avy,  and  the  other  two  were  commissioned  as  lieuten- 
ants. Of  the  commanding  officers  of  battalions,  none  were  given  a 
higher  grade  than  that  of  lieutenant,  and  some  not  higher  than  lieu- 
tenant (junior  grade).  It  must  be  remembered  that  all  of  these  men  left 
good  positions  and  incomes  and  that  their  presence  in  the  service  was 
the  only  thing  that  enabled  many  regular  officers  to  get  to  the  front. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  assistance  that  the  Baval  Militia  has  been  to 
the  Navy,  I  would  cite  the  instance  of  one  of  the  officers  who  was 
assigned  to  duty  in  the  Department  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  and 
who  was  enabled  to  have  a  command,  owing  to  the  exertions  of  an 
officer  of  the  Naval  Militia  in  getting  an  appropriation  from  which 
several  vessels  were  purchased.  It  was  a  coincidence  that,  while  this 
regular  officer  was  absent  at  the  front,  his  duties  were  performed  for  a 
time  by  the  very  officer  who  had  secured  the  appropriation.  There  are 
many  other  instances  which  have  probably  come  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  where  work  was  patiently  and  well  performed  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Naval  Militia  to  the  distinct  advantage  of  the  officers  of 
the  regular  service,  and  the  same  holds  just  as  true  of  the  petty  officers 
and  men.  At  unexpected  times  the  efficiency  of  the  Naval  Militia  was 
tested,  notably  when  the  U.  S.  S.  Buffalo  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Rainbow  had 
to  be  taken  from  the  Norfolk  Navy- Yard  to  the  navy-yard  at  New 
York. 

On  the  16th  of  July  it  was  necessary  that  these  vessels  should  be 
sent  at  once  to  New  York  for  alteration  and  repair,  and  there  were  no 
regular  officers  at  the  disposal  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  to  take 
them  there.  In  the  emergency  I  was  called  upon  to  furnish  a  detail 
of  officers  for  both  ships,  the  Buffalo  being  a  vessel  of  7,500  tons  and 
the  Rainbow  of  3,254  tons.  Lieut.  William  H.  Stayton,  D".  S.  N.,  com- 
manding the  TJ.  S.  S.  Enquirer,  and  Lieut.  E.  M.  Harmon,  U.  S.  N., 
commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Nahant,  were  selected  to  command  these 
vessels,  respectively,  and  these  officers,  with  a  detail  of  seven  others 
from  the  third  district,  reported  at  the  Norfolk  Navy- Yard  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  I  was  requested  to  undertake  this  matter.  The 
vessels  were  prepared  for  sea,  crews  from  the  receiving  ship  at  Norfolk 
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put  on  board,  and  the  passage  to  New  York  safely  accomplished,  in 
spite  of  a  dense  fog  which  prevailed,  and  they  were  delivered  to  the 
commandant  of  the  New  York  Navy- Yard,  without  the  services  of  a 
pilot  being  employed,  in  the  most  seamanlike  manner  and  with  the 
utmost  dispatch.  Thirty-one  hours  after  the  Buffalo  passed  out  the 
Virginia  Capes  Lieutenant  Stayton  tied  her  up  at  the  dock  in  the 
New  York  Navy  Yard  without  the  aid  of  a  tug. 

In  the  routine  work  of  the  navy-yard  at  Pensacola,  Fla.,  services  of 
the  most  practical  and  efQcient  kind  were  performed  by  Lieut.  J.  0. 
Sutherland,  U.  S.  N.,  my  assistant  in  the  Seventh  district,  who  was  on 
duty  there  in  command  of  a  contingent  of  the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force, 
and  much  of  the  work  of  the  naval  station  at  Port  Eoyal,  S.  0.,  was 
performed,  during  the  war,  by  officers  attached  to  this  force.  In  writ- 
ing of  the  men  of  the  force  (who  came  from  the  Naval  Militia  of  South 
Carolina),  the  commandant  of  the  Port  Royal  Station  expresses  what 
seems  to  have  been  the  general  opinion  which  the  regular  offlcers  formed 
of  the  men  of  the  Naval  Militia,  when  he  says:  "  They  were  intelligent, 
and  obedient  young  men,  a  credit  to  the  service."  The  vessels  assigned 
to  duty  at  Montauk  Point  were  very  useful  to  the  Marine-Hospital 
Service  there,  as  is  shown  by  a  letter  from  Supervising  Surgeon-Gen- 
eral Walter  Wyman,  Marine- Hospital  Service,  which  I  annex  hereto. 
(Appendix  O.)  These  vessels  were  attached  to  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Commander  J.  W.  Miller,  U.  S.  N.,  who,  in  connection  with  this  and  all 
the  other  duties  intrusted  to  him,  proved  a  most  efficient  and  experi- 
enced officer.  I  wish  also  to  commend  the  assistance  rendered  by 
Lieut.  John  W.  Weeks,  U.  S.  N.,  in  charge  of  the  second  district.  Both 
of  these  officers  showed  the  most  untiring  zeal  in  the  organization  and 
'  management  of  their  commands. 

On  the  whole,  the  work  of  the  offlcers  and  men  from  the  Naval  Militia 
was  performed  in  a  thorough  and  efficient  manner,  but  our  recent  expe- 
rience shows  that  there  is  a  certain  class  of  work  which  they  should 
not  undertake  to  do.  Their  anxiety  to  see  active  service  and  to  get 
away  from  receiving  ships  led  many  men  of  education  to  enlist  as  coal 
passers  and  in  other  ratings  which  they  were  not  physically  competent 
to  fill.  This,  of  course,  was  quickly  discovered  and  easily  remedied 
without  mishap,  and  only  resulted  in  the  discomfiture  of  the  men  them- 
selves. In  some  cases,  too  (while  commissions  were  being  given  with- 
out examinations),  officers  undertook  duties  for  which  they  were  not 
properly  qualified,  but  they  were  quick  to  realize  their  mistake  and  were 
assigned  to.  duty  which  they  were  found  competent  to  perform  after 
going  before  examining  boards.  When  it  is  considered  that  the  Naval 
Militia  put  its  men  promptly  in  the  service  when  they  were  most  needed, 
and  that  no  time  or  money  had  to  be  spent  in  arming,  uniforming,  or 
equipping  them,  it  is  apparent  that  the  country  realized  the  full  benefit 
of  the  appropriations  which  have  been  made  during  the  past  six  years, 
and  of  the  services  which  have  been  rendered  by  the  Department  in 
drilling  and  instructing  them. 
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The  most  casual  investigation  of  the  subject  shows  that  the  State 
IJJ^aval  Militias  are  popular  and  efficient  organizations  of  the  State  serv- 
ice in  almost  all  the  States  in  which  they  exist.  In  my  opinion,  the 
policy  of  the  Department  in  carrying  out  the  wise  provisions  made  by 
Congress  to  foster  and  develop  the  Naval  Militias  of  the  States  should 
be  continued  in  the  future.  The  success  of  those  organizations  which 
have  received  the  best  support  from  their  respective  States  shows  that 
the  efforts  of  the  Department  should  be  directed  to  encouraging  and 
raising  the  standard  of  those  located  in  States  less  able  to  provide  for 
their  naval  forces.  Of  course,  disparities  in  personnel,  in  climate,  and 
in  State  appropriations  will  always  result  in  differences  in  the  Naval 
Militias  of  the  States,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  only  by  a  careful 
study  of  the  existing  conditions,  and  the  granting  by  Congress  to  the 
Department  of  a  greater  latitude  in  applying  the  appropriations,  that 
the  best  results  can  be  obtained.  No  general  rule  or  standard  can  be 
made  that  will  apply. 

The  Department  has  made  a  wise  selection  in  the  detailing  of  Lieut. 
W.  H.  H.  Southerland,  U.  S.  N.,  to  take  charge  of  the  naval  militia 
interests,  and  the  work  of  development  should  be  prosecuted  along  the 
lines  of  the  suggestions  made  in  the  last  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

In  view  of  the  State  support  given  to  the  Naval  Militia,  and  of  their 
local  popularity,  they  can  never  be  converted  into  a  United  States 
Naval  Eeserve,  and  "no  attempt  should  be  made  to  accomplish  this. 
In  the  dominant  emergency  of  the  war,  they  were  diverted  to  a  certain 
extent  from  the  services  for  which  they  were  intended  in  the  second  line 
of  defense  and  were  used  as  a  naval  reserve.  They  were  called  upon 
(as  has  been  shown  herein  above)  to  augment  the  crews  of  the  blue- 
jackets on  our  fighting  ships,  and  furnished  entire  complements  of 
officers  and  men  for  auxiliary  cruisers  (which  in  many  instances  were 
used  as  lighting  ships),  and  in  various  ways  were  employed  to  supple- 
ment and  assist  in  the  work  of  the  Navy.  This  should  never  happen 
again.  The  necessity  of  establishing  a  United  States  Naval  Reserve, 
which  the  Department  has  for  many  years  pointed  out,  has  been  most 
thoroughly  proved.  The  time  is  appropriate  to  ask  for  legislation  on 
the  subject,  and  the  Department  can  no  doubt  rely  on  the  sagacity  and 
energy  of  the  present  Committees  on  Naval  Affairs  in  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Eepresentatives  to  procure  the  authority  of  law. 

My  position  as  Chief  of  the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  has  given  me  an 
opportunity  to  observe  the  various  conditions  prevailing  on  the 
Atlantic,  Gulf,  and  Pacific  coasts,  and  the  possibilities  in  the  way  of 
personnel  and  material.  I  have  also  had  the  benefit  of  the  ideas  on 
this  subject  of  the  officers  from  all  of  the  nine  districts,  who  had  been 
interested  in  it  and  made  it  a  study.  During  this  war  the  situations 
which  constantly  developed  and  the  problems  which  arose  for  prompt 
solution  made  plain  the  proper  relation  between  the  Naval  Militia  and 
a  United  States  Naval  Eeserve,  and  suggested  the  most  natural,  easy, 
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and  ecouomical  method  of  obtaining  the  latter.  It  has  become  apparent, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  Naval  Militia  has  a  distinct  and  important 
function  to  perform  in  the  second  line  of  defense;  tliat  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  its  oflacers  and  men  (which  number  can  be  increased  by  the 
guidance  of  the  Department)  is  capable  of  becoming  a  part  of  a 
United  States  Naval  Reserve,  but  that  for  the  latter  purpose  most  of 
the  naval  militiamen  have  not  had  sufficient  experience  at  sea.  Let  us 
then  revise  the  character  of  the  instruction  and  drill  given  to  the 
Naval  Militia,  and  give  them  better  opportunities  to  become  familiar 
with  the  vessels  and  guns  which  they  will  be  expected  to  man  and 
handle,  so  that  at  the  conclusion  of  a  man's  term  of  active  service 
therein  and  when  he  is  a  Naval  Militia  "veteran"  he  will  be  competent 
to  pass  into  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve. 

After  their  experience  in  this  war  probably  90  per  cent  of  the  ofiQcers 
and  men  who  came  into  the  service  from  the  Naval  Militia  are  compe- 
tent to  fill,  in  a  United  States  Naval  Reserve,  the  grades  and  ratings 
which  they  held  at  the  time  of  their  honorable  discharge.  Moreover,  it 
is  not  improbable  that  the  popularity  of  our  branch  of  the  service  and 
the  well-merited  applause  with  which  these  men  have  been  received  at 
home  would  lead  them  to  enter  a  naval  reserve.  Legislation  author- 
izing this  would  at  once  furnish  a  strong  nucleus  for  tiie  personnel  of  a 
United  States  Naval  Reserve  widely  distributed  over  the  country  and 
far  reaching  in  its  influence  for  the  advancement  of  the  general  inter- 
ests of  the  Navy. 

Another  branch  of  the  service  most  important  in  the  formation  of  a 
United  States  Naval  Reserve  is  the  Revenue- iVlarine  Service.  The  per- 
sonnel of  this  service  is  well  disciplined,  of  a  high  order  of  intelligence, 
and  most  intimately  acquainted  with  the  harbors  and  channels  of  our 
seacoast.  They  are  seafaring  men,  and  only  need  instruction  in  gunnery 
and  the  mechanical  appliances  on  board  a  man-of-war  to  make  them 
men-of-warsmen. 

The  personnel  of  the  United  States  Life-Saving  Service  has  also 
proved  in  the  war  that  it  would  fill  a  most  valuable  place  in  a  United 
States  Naval  Reserve,  and  the  same  is  true  of  the  United  States  Light- 
House  Service.  The  large  body  of  competent  officers,  engineers,  and 
seamen  of  our  merchant  marine  was  hardly  drawn  upon  in  this  war, 
except  in  cases  where  vessels  were  purchased  or  chartered  and  some 
or  all  of  their  officers  and  crews  entered  the  service  with  them.  There 
will  be  found,  however,  in  the  last  number  of  the  Navy  Register,  and 
in  the  files  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  the  names  of  many  officers 
and  men  from  the  merchant  marine  who  entered  the  service  in  the 
manner  indicated,  and  these  should  be  included  when  a  United  States 
Naval  Reserve  is  created,  and  their  fellow  officers  and  men  in  the  mer- 
chant service  stimulated  to  qualify  for  admission.  I  annex  a  draft  of 
a  bill  which  follows  the  line  of  H.  R.  6346,  introduced  in  the  Fifty-fifth 
Congress,  second  session,  but  which  carries  out  the  suggestions  above 
made,  and  I  respectfully  submit  it  for  the  consideration  of  the  Depart- 
ment.    (Appendix  P.) 
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A  United  States  Naval  Eeserve  organized  on  this  basis  would  be 
competent  to  supply  the  personnel,  and  to  a  large  extent  the  materiel, 
of  a  naval  coast-defense  system.  Judging  from  our  recent  experiences, 
such  a  system  should  include : 

(1)  An'  inshore  patrol  fleet  composed  of  revenue  cutters,  light-house 
tenders,  and  vessels  already  in  the  possession  of  the  Department,  or  to 
be  acquired  for  that  purpose,  and  offlcered  and  manned  by  United  States 
IJfaval  Eeserves  belonging  to  (a)  Eevenue-Outter  Service,  (b)  the  Light- 
House  Service,  {r)  those  who  come  from  the  Naval  Militia,  (d)  those 
who  come  from  the  merchant  marine. 

(2)  A  coast  signal  service,  consisting  of  specially  erected  signal  sta- 
tions and  those  established  at  light-houses,  life-saving  stations,  and 
Weather  Bureau  ofQces,  officered  and  manned  by  United  States  Naval 
Eeserves  {a)  who  come  from  the  Naval  Militia,  (&)  who  belong  to  the 
United  States  Life- Saving  Service,  (c)  who  belong  to  the  United  States 
Light-House  Service,  and  assisted  by  the  observers  of  the  Weather 
Bureau. 

(3)  A  port  guard  and  torpedo  fleet,  consisting  of  coast-defense  vessels, 
monitors,  and  torpedo  boats,  officered  and  manned  by  United  States 
Naval  Eeserves  (a)  who  come  from  the  Naval  Militia,  (6)  who  come 
from  the  merchant  marine. 

(1)  A  navigating  reserve,  from  which  to  supply  the  emergency  needs 
of  the  Navy  and  the  vacancies  caused  by  casualties,  comprising  receiv- 
ing ships  or  stations,  at  which  in  time  of  war  should  be  assembled  all 
the  United  States  Naval  Eeserves  from  the  various  sources  indicated 
who  are  qualified  as  seamen,  except  those  detailed  (or  duty  in  the  first 
and  third  branches  of  the  naval  coast-defense  system  enumerated 
above. 

In  such  a  naval  coast-defense  system  the  Naval  Militia  would  fill  a 
most  important  part.  Lieut.  J.  0.  Colwell,  U.  S.  N.,  writing  on  the 
subject  of  "Naval  reserve  and  coast  defense"  in  18S8,  says  in  this 
regard : 

The  Naval  Militia  branch  is  placed  first  in  importance,  because  it  is  upon  the  coast 
defenders  that  at  first  the  brunt  of  a  maritime  war  would  fall,  and  the  men  to  bear 
the  weight  of  a  foreign  naval  attack  should  have  the  best  system  of  organization, 
drill,  and  equipment  that  it  is  possible  to  give.  The  organization  being  local,  the 
officers  and  men  would  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  capabilities  of  their  imme- 
diate neighborhood  for  offense  and  defense,  and  would  be  much  more  valuable  at 
such  a  place  than  would  a  body  of  entirely  strange  sea  faring  men  suddenly  ordered 
to  that  service. 

The  Naval  Militia  has  brought  the  Navy  in  touch  with  the  people  in 
a  way  in  which  nothing  else  could  have  done  in  time  of  peace.  It  is  a 
valued  addition  to  the  military  establishment  of  the  various  States,  and 
when  more  fully  developed  will  be  a  stepping-stone  to  the  United  States 
Naval  Eeserve.  It  should  be  to  a  large  extent  a  school  for  the  officers 
of  the  latter,  and  from  the  United  States  Naval  Eeserves  alone  should 
accessions  to  the  fighting  strength  of  the  Navy  be  made  in  time  of  war. 
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lu  such  a  gradual  development  the  intelligeut  and  patriotic  citizen 
may  serve  his  State  as  a  naval  militiaman,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  qualify 
as  a  Uuited  States  Naval  Eeserve,  and  in  time  of  war  go  into  active 
service  with  a  degree  of  proficiency  which  will  release  him  from  the 
performance  of  service  in  those  ratings  which  call  simply  for  physical 
labor  and  enable  him  to  exercise  the  highest  percentage  of  his  eflEiciency. 

The  large  amount  of  detail  connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
Auxiliary  Naval  Force  greatly  restricted  my  opportunities  for  imperson- 
ally visiting  the  several  districts  and  inspecting  the  vessels.  To  an 
unusual  extent  the  successful  operation  of  the  service  depended  upon 
an  intelligent  execution  of  orders  issued  from  headquarters.  I  wish  to 
congratulate  the  officers  and  men  of  the  force  on  the  results  which 
they  attaiued  despite  the  necessary  haste  in  which  it  was  inaugurated 
and  their  lack  of  practical  experience,  and  to  commend  them  for  their 
faithfulness  and  zeal. 

My  assistants  in  charge  of  the  several  districts  have  given  unremit- 
ting and  faithful  attention  to  their  exacting  and  arduous  duties,  and 
I  am  under  great  obligation  to  them  for  their  zealous  and  intelligent 
handling  of  the  details  of  the  work  of  the  force  during  its  season  of 
activity,  and  for  the  expedition  and  thoroughness  which  have  marked 
all  the  steps  incident  to  bringing  its  operations  to  a  close.  I  append 
copies  of  the  forms  of  honorable  discharge  given  to  officers  and  enlisted 
men.     (Appendix  Q.) 

I  esteem  myself  particularly  fortunate  in  having  had  the  assistance  of 
Lieut.  Herbert  L.  Satterlee,  U.  S.  N.,  as  my  chief  of  staff.  For  years  past 
he  has  been  identified  with  the  most  progressive  efforts  for  the  practical 
development  of  the  Naval  Militia,  and  its  advancement  in  eiflciency. 
In  the  present  emergency  he  has  labored  day  and  night  with  untiring 
energy,  and  his  services  have  been  of  the  highest  value  in  the  aid  he 
has  rendered  in  connection  with  the  management  of  the  details  of  the 
work.  Through  his  assistance,  also,  I  am  enabled  to  make  the  present 
report  much  more  full  than,  with  the  pressure  of  other  duties,  would 
otherwise  be  possible.  I  would  suggest  that  the  Department  avail 
itself,  whenever  practicable,  of  Lieutenant  Satterlee's  familiarity  with 
naval  militia  matters. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  the  chiefs  of  the  several  bureaus  for  their 
always  ready  assistance  and  their  desire  to  further  the  prompt  dispatch 
of  business,  which  might  otherwise  have  been  sadly  hampered  by  too 
great  regard  for  nonessentials  of  form  and  routine. 

In  closing  my  report  I  wish  particularly  to  thank  the  Department 
for  the  confidence  that  has  been  placed  in  me,  enabling  me  to  carry  on 
successfully  this  important  duty  which  has  so  often  required  prompt 
decision  and  immediate  action. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  R.  Bartlbtt, 
Captain,  United  States  Navy  {Retired), 
Chief  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force. 

The  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Appendix  A. 

March  23,  1898. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  directed  to  prepare,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  a  scheme  for 
utilizing  the  available  resources  of  our  Atlantic  ports  in  the  formation  of  a  mosquito 
flotilla  in  general  accordance  with  the  methods  proposed  by  the  Naval  War  College. 

You  will  Suggest  for  each  important  locality  the  names  of  suitable  vessels,  in  such 
numbers  as  you  may  think  proper,  and  fitted  as  improvised  gun  vessels,  rams,  or 
torpedo  boats,  their  armament,  if  any,  how  and  where  obtained  and  mounted,  how 
their  captains  and  crews  may  be  secured  from  the  merchant  service  or  Naval  Militia, 
the  i)ropo8ed  appointments  as  volunteer  officers,  or  ratings  as  enlisted  men,  and  you 
will  prepare  an  organization  for  the  whole  coast,  and  rules  for  the  government  of 
each  local  division. 

The  Department  confines  itself  to  indicating  the  outlines  of  what  it  desires,  leaving 
the  details  to  your  discretion.  It  reminds  you  that  promptness,  efficiency,  and  econ- 
omy are  necessary. 

You  will  submit,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  r^sum^  of  your  scheme,  which  must  be  so 
perfected  that  it  can  be  put  into  instant  execution  on  the  issuing  of  orders  from  the 
Department. 

You  are  authorized  to  perform  such  travel  as  may  be  needed,  and  directed  to 
report  from  time  to  time  your  movements. 

It  is  suggested  that  you  make  New  York  your  headquarters.     lu  that  event,  the 
commandant  of  the  navy-yard  at  that  place  will  give  you  such  clerical  aid  as  you 
may  require.    The  demand  for  ofifloers  is  so  great  that  it  is  impossible  to  assign  you 
other  assistants.     You  are  hereby  detached  from  present  duties. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

Commander  Horace  Elmer,  U.  S.  N., 

Cramp's  Shipyard,  PhiladelpMa,  Pa. 


Appendix  B. 

April  14,  1898. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the.  13th  instant,  you  will  please  arrange  the 
different  districts  in  connection  with  the  coast  defense  system  with  the  mosquito 
flotilla,  so  that  each  district  will  conform  with  the  corresponding  district  as  sub- 
divided by  the  Light-House  Board  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
Respectfully, 


Commander  Horace  Elmbr,  U.  S.  N., 

Navy-Tard,  New  York,  N.  ¥. 


John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 


Appendix  C. 

April  19,  1898. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  Department's  order  of  the  23d  ultimo,  and  to  subsequent 
letters  addressed  to  you  in  regard  to  a  scheme  for  utilizing  the  available  resources  of 
the  Atlantic  ports  in  the  formation  of  a  mosquito  flotilla,  you  are  hereby  directed  to 
take  charge  of  the  formation  of  said  mosquito  flotilla  in  accordance  with  the  above- 
mentioned  correspondence  and  with  the  following,  by  which  you  will  be  guided: 

It  is  of  course  impossible  to  move  actively  in  the  matters  with  which  you  are 
charged  until  war  is  declared  and  the  President  calls  out  the  Naval  Militia.  In  the 
meantime  you  are  directed  to  use  all  possible  dispatch  to  perfect  your  scheme  so 
that  at  each  port  the  vessels  you  propose  to  assign  to  the  defense  will  be  selected 
their  armament  allotted,  upon  your  request,  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ord- 
nance, and  held  in  readiness  for  your  orders.     Contracts  should  be  prepared  for  the 
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work  to  be  done  upon  the  vessels  in  local  establishments ;  the  officers  of  the  Naval 
Militia  'who  are  to  command  the  vessels  should  be  nominated  for  your  consideration 
by  the  local  chief  of  the  Naval  Militia  and  the  interest  of  these  officers  enlisted,  and 
the  crews  (also  from  the  Naval  Militia)  set  apart  by  name  for  each  particular  ship. 

The  officers  should  be  given  to  understand  that  they  are  to  receive  acting  appoint- 
ments in  the  United  States  Navy,  and  the  men,  that  they  are  to  enlist  for  one  year, 
or  during  the  war,  unless  sooner  discharged.  The  officers  and  men  should  be  kept 
together  as  far  as  practicable,  and  the  men  should  serve  under  their  own  officers. 
In  short,  every  possible  latitude  Is  left  to  your  discretion  in  the  planning.  When 
directed  to  put  your  plan  Into  execution  nothing  more  should  be  required  than  to 
send  telegraphic  instructions  to  the  officers,  and  every  person  interested  will,  presum- 
ably, know  what  to  do,  and  carry  out  the  instructions  with  dispatch. 

The  officers  assigned  to  the  different  districts  of  the  system  of  coast  defense,  in 
connection  with  the  mosquito  flotilla,  will  be  directed  to  report  to  you. 

Keep  the  Department  fully  advised  as  to  all  the  developments  in  connection  with 
this  duty. 

Respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

Commander  Horack  Elmer,  U.  S.  N., 

In  Charge  of  Mosquito  Flotilla  Work, 

Navy-Yard,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


Appendix  D. 

Navy  Department,  Office  of  Assistant  Secretary, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  S8,  1S98. 

Sir  :  The  Department  returns  herewith  the  telegram  to  Commander  Horace  Elmer, 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Maryland  Naval  Militia,  which  was  inclosed  in 
your  letter  of  April  27.    A  similar  telegram  has  been  received  by  the  Department. 

The  Department  incloses  herewith  copy  of  a  joint  resolution  providing  for  the 
organization  and  enrollment  of  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  for  coast 
defense  which  is  now  being  considered  by  Congress.  Until  the  passage  of  this  act 
it  will  not  be  possible  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  Department  with  regard  to 
this  organization.  Under  the  naval  appropriation  act  the  Department  is  now  mak- 
ing appointments  of  acting  officers,  but  it  is  intended  that  they  shall  serve  in  the 
Regular  Navy. 

The  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  is  to  he  an  entirely  separate  organiza- 
tion, appointments  and  enlistments  being  made  by  you,  as  chief  of  the  United  States 
Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  as  soon  as  there  shall  be  a  warrant  by  law.  Under  the  terms 
of  the  naval  appropriation  act,  appointments  of  officers  are  made  only  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  and  below.  In  the  various  State  organizations  there  are  several  naval 
militia  officers  above  this  rank  whose  services  can  not  be  utilized  afloat,  nor  would 
it,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Department,  be  wise  to  give  them  grades  higher  than 
lieutenant  in  the  Auxiliary  Naval  force.  As  the  coast  is  to  be  divided  into  districts, 
and  each  district  is  to  have  a  naval  officer  at  his  head,  the  appointments  and  enlist- 
ments in  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  will  be  left  to  you  and  your  assist- 
ants, subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Navy  Department.  As  it  has  been  stated  above, 
however,  it  will  be  necessary  to  wait  the  action  of  Congress  before  any  appoint- 
ments or  enlistments  are  made. 

Very  respectfully,  T.  Roosevelt,  Assistant  Secretary. 

Rear- Admiral  Henry  Erbbn,  U.  S.  N., 

In  Charge  of  Coast  Defense  System, 

United  States  Naval  Rendezvous,  Neto  York,  N.  Y. 
Ab.  98 63 


994     EEPOET   OP   THE   ASSISTANT   SECRETARY   OF   THE   NAVY. 

Appendix  E. 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  May  6,  1898. 
Sib:  Eeferriug  to  the  question  of  the  patrol  of  defensive-mine  fields  at  the  dif- 
ferent harbors  where  the  auxiliary- defense  fleet  is  stationed,  the  Department  con- 
siders that  the  maintenance  of  the  mine  iielda  in  proper  condition  and  repair,  and 
the  furnishing  of  necessary  craft  for  doing  that  work,  devolves  upon  the  War 
Department. 

Such  of  the  smaller  vessels  of  the  auxilary  defense  fleet  as  you  may  think  proper, 
when  not  required  for  duty  of  a  more  strictly  military  character,  will  be  employed 
in  patroling  the  neighborhood  of  the  mine  fields,  for  the  purpose  of  obliging  friendly 
vessels  to  cross  the  same  by  and  through  the  channels  that  have  been  marked  for  that 
purpose  by  the  Army. 

Eespectfully,  John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

Eear  Admiral  Henry  Erben,  U.  S.  N., 

In  Charge  Auxiliary  Defense  Fleet. 


Appendix  F. 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  May  17, 1898. 
Sir  :  After  consultation  with  the  War  Department,  this  Department  has  couvSented 
to  patrol  the  mine  fields  of  the  various  porta  in  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  oblige 
vessels  crossing  the  said  fields  to  keep  in  the  channels  marked  by  the  Army,  and 
the  Navy  will  also  patrol  the  mine  fields  for  the  purpose  of  military  defense  against 
the  enemy,  the  Army  to  maintain  their  mine  fields  in  proper  repair  aud  condition 
for  service. 

This  will  be  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  for  Coast  Defense,  and 
you  will  give  the  necessary  instructions  in  the  various  districts  to  carry  this  into 
effect  as  soon  as  you  are  furnished  with  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  ready  for 
service. 

Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  Assistant  Secretary. 
Eear- Admiral  Henry  Erubn,  U.  S.  N., 

39  Whitehall  Street,  New  York  City. 


Appendix  G. 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  May  S6,  1898. 
instructions  for  the  enlistment  of  auxiliary  naval  force. 

1.  Officers  and  men  must  be  given  one  year's  leave  from  the  State  authorities. 

2.  At  the  top  of  the  first  and  main  sheets  of  the  enlistment  records  must  be  noted, 
in  red  ink,  "Auxiliary  Naval  Force." 

3.  The  enlistments  must  be  made  for  "one  year's  general  service,  unless  sooner 
discharged,"  which  must  be  indorsed  with  red  ink  on  the  first  and  main  sheets  of 
the  enlistment  records. 

4.  On  the  same  sheets  must  also  be  noted,  "Discharge  will  be  granted  upon  request, 
provided  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  permit." 

5.  Officers  must  be  examined  for  the  grades  to  which  they  may  be  appointed,  for 
one  year  if  successful,  and  according  to  the  duties  they  will  be  expected  to  perform. 

6.  Men  will  be  examined  for  the  ratings  which  they  will  be  expected  to  hold,  and 
will  be  enlisted  according  to  article  797,  paragraphs  1  and  2,  Navy  Eegulations 
1896.  Petty  officers  will  then  be  given  acting  appointments  by  their  commanding 
officers. 
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7.  Officers  and  men  will  be  examined  physically,  and  slight  disahilities  will  he 
waived,  taking  into  consideration  the  duties  to  he  performed.  Age  and  height  limits 
will  also  be  waived . 

8.  All  disabilities  waived  will  be  entered  on  the  enlistment  records  or  attached  to 
the  appointments. 

Respectfully,  A.  S.  Ckowninsheild, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

The   SECRETARY  OF   THE   NaVY. 

Approved. 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 


Appendix  H. 

examination  for  grade  op  lieutenant. 

seamanship. 

Storm  trysail.    Describe,  get  up  ftom  below,  bend  and  set. 
Trysail  already  bent.    Describe  and  set. 
Describe  various  anchors,  naming  parts. 
Anchors  on  bows.     Get  off  and  let  go. 

Ship  anchored.     Get  under  way.    Describe  each  action  in  turn. 
Chains.    All  about  them.     Bring  to,  slipping,  shot  hitter  end  and  how  and  where 
made  fast,  mooring  swivels,  shackles,  how  placed  on  chain. 
Compressors  and  controllers.     Shackle  pins  and  marking. 
Describe  process  of  leading  out  an  anchor  with  small  boat  or  boats. 
Shift  from  steam  to  hand  steering  gear. 
Relieving  tackles. 
Rudderhead  gone.    What  do? 
Rudder  gone.    What  do  ? 

Rudder  gone  with  other  vessels  in  company.    What  do? 
Heave  to. 

Heave  to  with  a  drag. 

Heave  to  with  a  sea  anchor.     Which  describe. 
Use  of  oil. 

Sight  a  light  at  night.     What  do  ? 
Man  overboard.    Boats  swung  in.    Describe  every  action  until  man  is  picked  up. 

NAVIGATION.  • 

Box  the  compass  in  J  points. 

Hand  lead,  coasting  lead,  and  deep-sea  lead ;  their  weights,  their  lines,  how  to 
mark  and  how  to  heave  them.    Heave  deep-sea  lead  on  twin-screw  vessels. 

Describe  arming.  Its  purpose.  How  the  dead-reckoning  is  checked  by  it.  What 
does  arming  bring  to  the  surface  ? 

Describe  Walker's  sounding  machine. 

Describe  Sir  Wm.  Thompson's  sounding  apparatus  and  depth  recorder,  and  how  it 
is  operated. 

Mark  the  log  line,  and  give  formula  for  28-8econd  glass. 

Describe  one  or  two  patent  logs ;  two  kinds  of  dials. 

Barometer.  What  is  high,  low,  normal?  Relation  of  thermometer  to  barometer. 
Rising  or  falling  barometer  indicates  what? 

Laws  of  storms.  What  two  motions  have  they  ?  Northern  Hemisphere.  How  to 
find  the  center.    How  to  avoid  it.     How  act  in  any  position.     When  an  dhow  heave  to. 

Heave  to  below  Hatteras.    Above  Hatteras,  in  easterly  storm. 

Describe  the  various  kinds  of  charts,  and  how  each  is  used.  What  are  the  meanings 
of  symbols  and  letters  on  charts,  first,  second,  third  column? 
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Why  is  there  no  scale  on  Mercator's  chart,  and  how  are  distances  measured  thereon  f 

Use  of  compass  on  chart. 

Danger  angles. 

Great  circle  sailing. 

Rules  of  the  road. 

Buoys :  What  kind.    What  shape.     How  placed. 

Coast  lights ;  light-ships  on  eastern  coast  of  United  States. 

Character  of  coast,  danger,  etc. 

Depth  of  water  in  channels  New  York  Harbor. 

Range  lights,  etc.,  for  this  district. 

Describe  the  day's  work  from  sunrise  to  sunrise. 

Work  position  up  on  dead-reckoning. 

Meaning  of  distance ;  departure;  middle  latitude. 

Correct  courses  for  deviation,  variation,  leeway  and  current  sailing. 

Correct  sextant  for  all  errors. 

What  sights  are  taken  during  twenty-four  hours,  and  for  what  purposes  ? 

Position  by  cross  bearings. 

Position  by  2  and  4  part  bearing  of  one  light  or  object. 

Position  by  i  and  8  part  bearing  of  one  light  or  object. 

Describe  noon  sight  for  latitude. 

Describe  time  sight  for  longitude. 

What  is  hour  angle  ? 

Describe  amplitude,  and  when  and  how  taken. 

Describe  azimuth,  and  when  and  how  taken. 

Describe  latitude  by  exmeridian. 

Describe  Summer's  method  and  its  uses ;  line  of  position,  line  of  bearing.  Rela- 
tion of  that  line  to  the  unobserved  body. 

Summer's  method,  two  lines  of  bearing. 

How  could  a  Summer's  line  be  used  in  coast  navigation  ? 

Latitude  by  Polaris. 

Latitude  by  meridian  altitude  of  the  moon  or  a  star. 

Longitude  by  time  sight  of  star. 

What  is  the  best  time  to  take  a  time  sight,  and  why? 

Describe  mean  time,  apparent  time,  siderial  time. 

Describe  the  chronometer.    Its  care.    Its  use. 

Rating  the  chronometer  in  a  harbor  of  the  United  States.    In  foreign  harbors. 

What  must  be  positively  known  in  order  to  obtain  correct  rating? 

The  compass  error  and  its  correction. 

Describe  the  magnetism 'of  an  iron  or  steel  ship. 

Effect  of  hard  or  soft  iron,  and  how  to  correct. 

Place  compass  and  correct  by :  First,  bearing  of  an  object.  Second,  by  reciprocal 
bearings.  What  signals  used  in  this  latter  work  ?  Quadrautal  deviation — note  posi- 
tion of  correctors.     Third,  heeling  error. 

What  is  a  Flinder's  bar? 

Construct  a  Napier's  curve. 

Give  singsong  for  recollection  of  working. 

STEAMSHIPS. 

The  steering  engine  and  its  correction. 

After  screw-steering  gear  and  how  connected  to  rudderhead. 

Describe  anchor  engines. 

Describe  cargo  winches,  English  and  American,  and  how  worked. 

Get  up  steam  in  donkey  boiler. 

Rig  hoisting  boom  with  its  gear. 

Remedy  for  anchor  or  cargo  engines  pounding. 

Effect  of  screw  on  ship's  head. 
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Stability  of  ships,  and  how  corrected. 
Bulkheads,  number  of,  and  how  built. 
Limbers  and  valves,  water-tight  doors. 

NAVAL  BRIGtADB. 

Arm  and  away  boats. 

Land  through  the  surf  on  enemy's  coast. 

Describe  boat  line  of  attack. 

Deploy  skirmishers  and  divide  your  force  into  its  proper  element. 

Place  the  commanding  officer. 

SIGNALS. 

Method  of  setting. 

International  code. 

Naval  code. 

Wig-wag  and  shapes. 

Ardois  system  of  night  signaling. 

QnNNEET. 

Slow-firing  guns. 

Quick-firing  guns. 

Rapid-fire  guns. 

Gun  mounts. 

Recoil  cylinder,  how  filled. 

Recoil  of  large  guns ;  small  gnus. 

Automatic  guns.     Describe. 

Describe  the  various  breech  mechanisms. 

Name  the  sights  and  describe  them. 

Gas  checks.    Breech  plugs. 

Shot.     Shrapnel.     Shell.     Describe  armor-piercing  shells. 

Describe  all  kinds  of  percussion  and  time  fuses. 

Primers. 


Appendix  I. 

[Form  of  commission.] 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

Navy  Department,   Washington,  D.  C. 
To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  greeting : 

Know  ye,  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  patriotism,  valor, 

fidelity,  and  abilities  of ■- ,  the  President  of  the  United  States  does  hereby 

appoint  him in  the  United  States  Navy  from  the day  of ,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ninety . 

He  is,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duties  of  an  officer  of 
said  grade  by  doing  and  performing  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging.  And 
all  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  under  his  command  are  strictly  charged  and 
required  to  be  obedient  to  his  orders  as  an  officer  of  said  grade.  And  he  is  to  observe 
and  follow  such  orders  and  directions  from  time  to  time  as  he  shall  receive  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  his  superior  officer  set  over  him,  accord- 
ing to  the  Rules  and  Discipline  of  the  Navy. 

This to  be  in  force  during  the  continuance  of  the  exigency  under  which  his 

services  are  required  in  the  existing  war,  and  during  the  pleasure  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  the  time  being. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Washington,  this day  of , 

[SEAL.]      189 — ,  and  in  the year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States. 

By  the  President : 

Registered  No. .  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

,  Registrar. 
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Appendix  J. 
List  of  vessels  purchased  under  the  appropriation  carried  iy  public  resolution  No. 


Class. 

Old  name. 

j&few  name. 

Date  of 
purchase. 

Tng 

May  18,  1898 
June  3,  1898 

Do 

Do 

Bristol 

June  4,  1898 

Do 

June  15,  1898 

Do 

Do. 

YacM 

June  6    1898 

Do 

Do. 

Do 

Eugenia 

Do-.              

Do. 

Do 

June  9,  1898 

Do 

June  11,  1898 

Do                     

Do 

Do 

Do. 

Do 

295 

Elfrida 

SvlDh  

Do  

Do 

The  yacht  Free  Lance  was  presented  to  the  Government  for  the  war  by  her  owner, 
F.  Augustus  Schermerhorn,  esq.,  of  New  York. 


Appendix  Ja. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  used  as  receiving  ships  for  men  of  the  Auxiliary  Naval 
Force,  with  the  dates  on  which  they  were  received  from  the  States  to  whioh  they  had  been 
loaned  for  use  by  the  Naval  Militia,  the  dates  when  they  were  made  receiving  ships,  and 
the  dates  when  they  were  returned  to  the  various  States. 

1.  The  tJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota  at  Boston,  was  received  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
June  15 ;  made  a  receiving  ship  on  July  13,  and  returned  to  the  State  on  September 
14. 

2.  The  U.  S.  S.  New  Hampshire  at  New  York,  was  received  from  the  State  of  New 
York  on  June  14;  made  a  receiving  ship  July  13,  and  returned  to  the  State  on 
September  14. 

3.  The  U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis  at  Philadelphia,  was  received  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania on  July  2;  made  a  receiving  ship  on  July  2,  and  returned  to  the  State  on 
September  15. 

4.  The  U.  S.  S.  Dale  at  Baltimore,  was  received  from  the  State  of  Maryland  on 
June  17;  made  a  receiving  ship  on  July  13,  and  returned  to  the  State  on  September 
14. 

5.  The  U.  S.  S.  Portsmouth  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  was  received  from  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  on  June  17;  made  a  receiving  ship  on  July  15,  and  returned  to  the  State  on 
September  14. 


Appendix  K. 

Navy  Departmbnt,  Washington,  July  9,  1898. 
Sir:  Under  the  provisions  of  Public  Resolution  No.  34,  approved  May  26, 1898,  you 
will  assume  the  duties  of  Chief  of  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  with 
headquarters  in  the  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  will  be  governed 
hereafter  in  the  performance  of  your  duties  as  Chief  of  said  Auxiliary  Naval  Force 
by  the  provisions  of  the  above-mentioned  resolution  and  by  the  instructions  con- 
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tained  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Rear-Admiral  Henry  Erben,  U.  S.  N.,  retired,  by  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  the  28th  of  April  last. 
Respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 
Capt.  John  R.  Baktlett,  U.  S.  N.,  Retired, 

Chief  Intelligence  Officer,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Received  July  9,  4  p.  m.,  1898. 

John  R.  Baktlett, 
Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Betired. 


Appendix  Ka. 


FORM  OF  CERTIFICATE. 


Navy  Department,  WasMngton,  D.  C. 
—  was  physically  and  professionally  examined 
-,  found  duly  qualified  for  the  naval  service,  and 


This  is  to  certify  that 

by  naval  examining  boards  at  ■ 
recommended  for  appointment  as  a . 

The  proceedings  and  recommendations  of  the  examining  boards  were  approved 
by  the  Department,  but  by  reason  of  the  early  termination  of  hostilities  and  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  not  requiring  further  appointments  the  Department  has 
been  unable  to  accept  his  tender  of  his  services. 

This  certificate  is  therefore  issued  as  an  expression  of  the  Department's  apprecia- 
tion of  the  patriotism  and  fidelity  of  the  above-named  citizen,  who  tendered  his 
services  to  his  country  and  held  himself  ready  to  brave  the  perils  of  the  sea  and 
hazard  the  unknown  dangers  of  war. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  the  Navy  Department  this day  of , 

1898. 

[SEAL.]  , 

Secrelary  of  the  Navy. 


Appendix  L. 

Following  are  the  number  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Naval  Militia  of  the  several 
States  who  entered  the  United  States  naval  service  for  the  period  of  the  war  with 
Spain : 


States. 


California 

Connecticut 

Florida 

Illinois 

Louisiana 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

New  Jersey 

New   York    (1    lieutenant-com- 
mander)   

North  Carolina 

Pennsylvania 

Bhode  Island 

South  Carolina 

Virginia 

Total    (1   lieutenant-com- 
mander)   


Lieu- 
tenant. 


Lieu- 
tenant, 
junior 
grade. 


Ensign. 


Mate. 


Sur- 
geon. 


En- 
gineer. 


Pay- 
master. 


Petty 
officers 
and  en- 
listed 


40 
188 

57 
709 
215 
178 
400 
261 
279 

805 
189 

92 
143 
211 

62 
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Appendix  M. 

Location  of  the  vessels  attached  to  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  on  August  IS, 

1898. 
U.  S.  S.  Active,  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
U.  S.  M.  Ajax,  at  anchor  off  League  Island  Navy-Yard. 
U.  S.  S.  Aileen,  on  station  at  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  New  York. 
17.  S.  S.  Arctic,  at  New  Castle,  Del. 

TJ.  S.  M.  Canonicus,  at  League  Island  Navy- Yard.    Not  in  commission. 
U.  S.  M.  CatsMll,  at  anchor  lower  harbor,  Boston,  Mass. 
U.  S.  S.  Cheyenne,  at  Key  West,  Fla. 
U.  S.  S.  Chickasaw,  at  Key  West,  Fla. 
U.  S.  R.  C.  Corwin,  at  San  Diego,  Cal. 
U.  S.  E.  S.  Dale,  at  Baltimore,  Md. 
U.  S.  S.  Choctaw,  at  Pensacola  Navy- Yard. 

U.  S.  S.  Elfrida,  on  station  in  "  The  Narrows,"  New  York  Harbor,  New  York. 
U.  S.  S.  Enquirer,  at  New  York  Navy-Yard.     Out  of  commission. 
U.  S.  S.  Freelance,  at  New  York,  N.  Y. 
U.  S.  R.  C.  Grant,  cruising  off  coast  of  Alaska. 
U.  S.  S.  Huntress,  at  New  York,  N.  Y. 
U.  S.  S.  Inca,  on  station,  mine  fields,  Boston  Harbor. 
U.  S.  S.  Iroquois,  cruising  off  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
U.  S.  M.  Jason,  at  anchor  off  Fishers  Island,  New  York. 
U.  S.  M.  Lehigh,  at  anchor,  Provincetown,  Mass. 

U.  S.  T.  B.  Manly,  at  navy-yard,  New  York,  N.  Y.    Not  in  commission. 
U.  S.  M.  Mahopac,  at  League  Island  Navy- Yard,     Not  in  commission. 
TJ.  S.  M,  MontauTc,  at  anchor  off  Portland,  Me. 
U.  S.  M.  Manhattan,  at  League  Island  Navy-Yard. 
U.  S.  E.  S.  Minnesota,  at  Boston  Navy- Yard. 
U.  S.  M.  Xahant,  at  anchor  off  Tompkinsville,  N.  Y. 
U.  S.  M.  Nantucket,  at  anchor  off  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  R.  S.  New  Hampshire,  foot  East  Twenty-eighth  street,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
U.  S.  M.  Passaic,  at  anchor  Port  Eads,  La. 
V.  S.  R.  C.  Perry,  at  Astoria,  Oreg. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  on  station,  Mobile  entrance,  Alabama. 
U.  S.  S.  Restless,  at  New  York,  N.  Y. 
U.  S.  R.  C.  Rush,  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
U.  S.  E.  S.  St.  Louis,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  at  Boston  Navy-Yard. 

U.  S.  S.  Shearwater,  at  New  York  Navy- Yard.    Not  in  commission. 
U.  S.  S.  Sylph,  at  League  Island  Navy  Yard.    Not  in  commission. 
U.  S.  S.  Tacoma,  at  Pensacola  Navy-Yard. 
U.  S.  S.  Vigilant,  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
U.  S.  S.  Waian,  at  Key  West,  Fla. 
XJ.  S.  M.  Wyandotte,  at  Boston  Navy- Yard. 
A  total  of  41  vessels. 


[FormNo.5N.M.] 
Information  Wank  for  signal  and  hoat  reconnoissance  parties. 

Name,  rank,  or  rating  of  persons  collecting  information :  William  C.  Bliss,  ensign, 
U.S.N. 

District :  Third  coast  defense.     Section .     August  8, 1898. 

Locality ;  Long  Island,  New  York.  (Shinnecook  Canal  from  Peconic  Bay  to  Shin- 
necock  Bay.) 
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Expedition  made  by  four  boats  from  Auxiliary  Naval  Fleet.  Entered  canal^o^<--™.»-«»f5 
Peoonic  Bay  at  about  9.40  a.  m.,  the  tide  in  the  bay  then  being  within  forty-ftnc^'^  <;'  V^ 
minutes  of  low  water.  Sounding  off  entrance  showed  a  wide  semi-oiroular  bar,  with 
a  depth  of  not  more  than  IJ  feet  at  any  spot.  Bottom  sandy.  Entrance  protected 
by  jetties  (spile  and  riprap),  extending  about  75  feet  from  high-water  mark.  Some 
30  feet  off  the  entrance  a  depth  of  4  feet  was  found,  and  between  the  jetties,  which 
extend  about  200  feet  inland,  an  average  depth  of  5  feet  in  the  middle  and  shoaling 
to  either  side.  Shore,  sandy  formation.  Two  hundred  feet  from  inshore  end  of 
jetty  an  indentation  surrounded  by  salt  marsh  makes  to  the  east.  On  the  west  side 
the  land  rises  from  the  shore  very  gradually. 

Following  on  up  the  canal,  pine  groves  with  rising  land  appear  on  both  sides. 
The  canal  bends  to  the  west  around  a  slight  point  of  its  west  bank  and  then  extends 
almost  due  south  into  Shinneoock  Bay.  After  rounding  this  point  the  canal  leads 
under  the  Montauk  Division  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad,  and  from  a  point  about  125 
feet  below  the  bridge  it  is  bordered  by  spile-sheathed  retaining  walls  extending  500 
feet  south  from  the  railroad  bridge.  From  this  point  to  Shinneoock  Bay  the  banks 
are  natural;  the  railroad  bridge  crosses  the  canal  at  right  angles,  and  is  a  plate- 
girder  bridge  some  20  feet  high,  supported  by  a  trestle  work  resting  on  stone  foun- 
dation. The  canal  is  somewhat  chocked  beneath  this  bridge,  stone  having  been 
dumped  in  to  protect  foundations  of  the  bridge. 

A  strong  tide  of  some  6  knots  sets  through  at  this  point.  The  tide  runs  eight  hours 
on  the  ebb  into  Peconic  Bay  and  four  hours  on  the  flood  at  all  other  points,  except 
the  railroad  bridge.  The  tide  runs  some  3  or  4  knots  when  at  its  strength.  From  this 
bridge  the  land  slopes  gradually  to  the  sea  level.  About  200  feet  south  of  the  rail- 
road bridge  is  a  set  of  water  gates  with  23-foot  openings,  and  a  hundred  feet  farther 
south  a  highway  draw  bridge,  with  a  20-foot  opening.  Prom  this  bridge  the  canal 
extends  south  some  350  feet  and  opens  into  Shinneoock  Bay.  The  soundings  show  a 
minimum  depth  of  2  feet  and  a  maximum  of  30  feet.  Probably  not  more  than  4  feet 
draft  could  be  taken  through  at  high  water.  With  a  little  dredging  6  feet  could  be 
taken  through. 

A  telegraph  line  follows  the  Long  Island  Railroad  with  offices  at  "Good  Ground," 
W.  S.  W.  of  railroad  bridge,  distant  1  mile,  and  at  Southampton,  E.  ^  S.,  distant  7 
miles. 

Telephone  connections,  long  and  short  distance,  may  be  had  at  Canoe  Place,  W.  ^ 
S.  one-fourth  mile  from  railroad  bridge.  A  suitable  spot  for  a  camp  ground  may  be 
found  on  either  side  of  the  railroad  bridge,  the  land  being  high  and  well-drained, 
and  communication  by  water  and  railroad  as  well  as  by  telegraph  being  easily  at 
hand  and  available. 

A  signal  station  might  well  be  located  at  the  same  spot,  a  signal  pole  being 
visible  from  either  bay.  The  canal  could  easily  be  protected  against  an  enemy, 
there  being  plenty  of  good  cover  on  commanding  ground.  The  reconnoissance  party 
included  Lieut.  Commander  J.  W.  Miller,  Lieut.  R.  P.  Porshew,  Ensign  W.  C.  Aufer- 
man.  Ensign  W.  H.  Carry,  Ensign  W.  C.  Bliss. 

William  C.  Bliss,  Ensign,  U.  8.  N. 


Appendix  O. 

Treasury  Department, 
Officio  Supervising  Surgeon-General,  Marine-Hospital  Service, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  S2,  1S98. 
Dear  Sir:  The  temporary  maritime  quarantine  station  established  by  this  service 
at  Montauk  Point,  N.  Y.,  having  been  closed,  I  desire  to  express  to  you  the  thanks 
of  this  service  for  your  assistance  in  furnishing  two  patrol  vessels  which  were  neces- 
sary for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  quarantine. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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aolaiowledging  the  services  rendered  by  these  vessels,  but  I  wiBb  in  addition  to 
record  in  this  letter  the  value  of  the  duties  performed  by  said  vessels  and  my  appre- 
ciation of  your  personal  active  interest  in  the  matter. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Walter  Wyman, 
Supervising  Surgeon-General,  Marine- Hospital  Service. 

Capt.  John  R.  Bartlett,  U.  S.  N., 

Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Auxiliary  Force, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Appendix  P. 
A  BILL  to  establish  a  TTnited  States  Naval  Reserve. 

Be  it  enacted  T>y  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled.  That  a  United  States  Naval  Reserve  is  herein  and  hereby 
established,  to  consist  of  all  such  of  the  ofi&cers,  petty  officers,  and  men  who  entered 
the  United  States  Navy  or  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  for  service  during 
the  war  with  Spain,  and  who  have  received,  or  shall  receive,  honorable  discharges 
therefrom,  as  may  enroll  therein,  such  officers,  petty  officers,  and  men  to  be  given 
the  respective  numbers,  grades,  and  ratings  which  they  held  at  the  time  of  such  dis- 
charge, and  also  all  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  United  State?  Revenue  Marine, 
United  States  Life-Saving  Service,  United  States  Light-House  Service,  and  United 
States  Coast  Survey  Service  in  their  grades  and  ratings. 

Sec.  2.  That  any  able-bodied  person  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five 
is  eligible  for  enrollment  in  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve :  Provided,  That  he  is 
an  ex  officer  or  a  formerly  enlisted  man  in  the  United  States  Navy,  or  has  served  as 
an  officer  or  enlisted  man.  for  at  least  five  years  and  has  been  honorably  discharged 
from  the  naval  militia  authorized  by  the  laws  of  any  State  or  the  United  States,  or 
is  an  ex  officer  or  formerly  enlisted  man  of  the  United  States  Revenue  Marine,  United 
States  Life-Saving  Service,  United  States  Light-House  Service,  or  United  States 
Coast  Survey  Service,  or  holds  a  pilot's  license,  or  a  certificate  as  master  or  mate  or 
chief  engineer  or  assistant  engineer,  and  is  serving  on  a  registered  or  enrolled  ves- 
sel, or  whose  principal  occupation  is  on  the  high  seas  or  navigable  waters  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  the  construction,  repair,  and  rigging  of  vessels,  or  the  construc- 
tion and  repair  of  marine  engines  or  electric  plants  or  parts  thereof.  The  grades 
and  ratings  of  these  officers  and  men  shall  be  determined  by  examination  and  shall 
correspond  to  the  grades  and  ratings  existing  in  the  United  States  Navy. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  chief  of  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve  shall  be  detailed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  the  active  or  retired  list  of  the  line  officers  of  the 
Navy  not  below  the  grade  of  captain,  and  he  shall  have  the  relative  rank  and  pay 
of  a  commodore  while  holding  said  office,  and  shall  recommend  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  for  appointment  such  officers  in  said  United  States  Naval  Reserve  as  may 
be  necessary  for  its  organization  and  administration.  He  shall  also  command  the 
Naval  Coast  Defense  System. 

Sec.  4.  That  enrollment  in  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve  shall  be  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  five  years,  and  that  every  person  enrolled  therein,  or  who  has  received 
a  full  and  honorable  discharge  therefrom,  shall  be  exempt  from  service  in  any  other 
military  force  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  State.  The  officers  thereof  shall  be 
duly  commissioned,  and  shall  be  borne  upon  the  Navy  Register  as  United  States 
Naval  Reserves,  and  the  men  thereof  shall  receive  from  the  Secretary  enrollment 
papers  and  certificates  stating  their  physical  and  professional  ability  and  the  length 
of  their  previous  service.  They  shall  not  be  called  into  active  service  in  time  of 
peace,  but,  if  they  so  elect,  shall  perform  such  annual  drills,  exercises,  or  courses 
of  study  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  determine,  in  which  case  they  shall  be 
subject  to  the  same  articles,  rules,  and  regulations,  and  receive  the  same  pay,  allow- 
ances, and  privileges  as  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Navy,  but  no  such  pay  and 
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allowances  shall  he  iu  excess  of  those  for  the  period  of  duty  actually  performed  by 
such  officers  and  men.  In  time  of  war,  or  when  war  is  imminent,  the  President 
may  call  into  active  service  all  or  any  part  of  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve,  and 
they  shall  obey  such  call  under  the  pain  and  penalty  of  desertion. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve  hereby  established  shall  furnish  the 
personnel  for  a  naval  coast-defense  system  to  consist  of,  first,  an  inshore-patrol 
fleet,  to  which,  in  time  of  war  or  when  war  is  imminent,  the  United  States  revenue 
cutters  and  light-house  tenders  shall  be  attached;  second,  a  Coast  Signal  Service, 
which,  in  time  of  war  or  when  war  is  imminent,  shall  include  the  establishments  of 
the  United  States  Light-House  Service,  the  United  States  Life-Saving  Service,  and 
Weather  Bureau;  third,  a  port  gnard  and  torpedo  fleet,  and,  fourth,  a  navigating 
reserve,  the  men  of  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve  being  distributed  among  these 
four  branches,  according  to  their  qualifications,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who 
shall  make  regulations  for  the  enrollment,  organization,  and  administration  of  said 
reserve. 

Sec.  6.  That  any  vessel  comjnanded  by  a  commissioned  officer  of  the  United  States 
Naval  Reserve,  and  which  shall  have  in  her  complement  at  least  five  other  officers 
and  men  of  said  United  States  Naval  Reserve,  shall  be  known  as  a  United  States 
Naval  Reserve  ship,  and  shall  have  the  right  to  fly  a  distinctive  flag :  Provided,  That 
the  color,  shape,  and  size  of  such  flag  and  the  manner  of  flying  the  same  sliall  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  required,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  incidental 
to  the  enrollment  and  training  of  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve  and  the  publica- 
tion of  the  regulations  governing  it,  and  for  otherwise  carrying  into  operation  the 
foregoing  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the  same  shall  constitute  a  continuous  annual 
appropriation,  payable  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, for  the  purpose  of  continuing  and  maintaining  the  enrollment  and  training  of 
the  United  States  Naval  Reserve,  the  same  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  officers  and  men  shall  be  paid,  when  in  active 
service,  from  the  "Pay  of  the  Navy." 

Sec.  8.  That  all  laws  and  sections  of  laws  conflicting  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act  are  hereby  repealed. 


Appendix  Q. 

[Form  of  honorable  discharge  for  officera.] 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Having  served  with  fidelity  in  the  United  States  Navy  from  the day  of  ■ 


1898,  to  the  date  hereof  in  the  war  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Kingdom  of  Spain,  declared  by  Congress  to  have  begun  April  21,  1898,  you  are 
honorably  discharged,  with  the  thanks  of  the  Government. 

This  discharge  is  issued  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  May  4, 1898,  the  exigency  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  rendered 
your  services  necessary  having  terminated. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Navy  Department  at  the  city 

[SEAL.]      of  Washington  this day  of ,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

ninety . 

By  the  President : 

J 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Navy. 
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[Form  of  honorable  discharge  for  enlisted  men.] 
HONOKABLB  DISCHARGE  FKOM   THE   UNITED   STATES  NAVY. 

This  is  to  certify  that ,  a ,  has  faithfully  served  from  the day 

of ,  1898,  in  the  war  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Kingdom 

of  Spain,  declared  by  Congress  to  have  begun  April  twenty-first,  1898. 

Is  honorably  discharged  from  the  U.  S.  S. and  from  the  naval  service  this 

day  of . 

This  discharge  is  issued  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  May  fourth,  1898,  the  exigency,  which  in  the  judgment  of  the  President 
rendered  your  services  necessary,  having  terminated. 


Commanding  U.  S.  8. 


operations  op  the  naval  militia. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  November  15, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the  Naval 
Militia  of  the  several  States  for  the  current  year : 

The  naval  appropriation  act,  approved  March  3, 1897,  contained  the 
following  provision: 

Arming  and  equipping  the  Naval  Militia :  For  arms,  accouterments,  signal  outfits, 
boats  and  their  equipments,  the  printing  of  the  necessary  books  of  instruction  for 
the  Naval  Militia  of  the  various  States,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  may  prescribe,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  following  regulations  for  the  allotment  of  this  sum  were  pre- 
scribed by  the  Department  in  Naval  Militia  Circular  No.  3,  issued 
January  6,  1898 : 

Two  thousand  dollars  of  the  appropriation  for  Naval  Militia  will  be  reserved  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  boots  of  instruction  for  the  Naval  Militia,  which  books  will 
be  distributed  among  the  various  organizations  in  such  manner  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  may  from  time  to  time  direct. 

Returns  will  be  made  by  the  governor  of  each  State  having  a  Naval  Militia  to  the 
Navy  Department,  certifying  to  the  following : 

Number  of  commissioned  officers 

Number  of  petty  officers 

Number  of  enlisted  men 

Location  of  the  divisions 

No  person  serving  in  any  capacity  in  the  land  militia,  or  as  a  bandsman  or  servant 
in  the  Naval  Militia,  will  be  included  in  this  return. 

The  governor  will  also  certify  that  the  above  officers  and  men  were  regularly 
organized,  mustered  in,  and  serving  in  the  Naval  Militia  of  the  State  on  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1898,  and  are  provided  with  uniforms  of  a  naval  pattern. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  these  returns  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  allot  to  each  State 
a  proportionate  part  of  the  sum  of  $48,000,  according  to  the  ratio  that  the  number 
of  properly  uniformed  petty  officers  and  enlisted  men  in  each  State  bears  to  the  total 
number  returned  by  all  the  States,  and  the  sum  thus  allotted  will  be  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  respective  States  on  the  books  of  the  Navy  Department. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  allotment  made  to  each  State,  in  con- 
formity with  the  above  regulations : 


state. 

Petty 
officers 

and 
enlisted 

men. 

Allotment. 

State. 

Petty 
officers 

and 
enlisted 

men. 

Allotment. 

386 
165 
186 
225 
523 
262 
240 
441 
193 
364 

$4, 168.  28 
1,781.78 
2,  008.  55 
2,429.70 
5,  647.  69 
2,829.25 
2, 591.  68 
4,762.20 
2, 084. 14 
3,930.71 

472 
230 
216 
216 
130 
152 
U 

$5, 096. 96 
2,483.69 
2,332.51 
2,332.51 
1,403.82 
1,641.39 

Connecticut 

Florida 

Ohio    .    .. 

Georgia 

Pennsylvania 

Illinois 

"Maiyland 

475  14 

Total 

4,445 

48, 000. 00 

New  Jersey 

Florida  and  Virginia  each  reported  a  naval  militia  organization  mus- 
tered in,  and  are  included  for  the  first  time  in  the  annual  allotment. 
The  District  of  Columbia  has  perfected  an  organization  and  will  share 
in  the  next  allotment. 

A  condensed  r^sum6  of  the  service  performed  by  the  Naval  Militia 
during  the  war  is  as  follows: 

California. — The  naval  militia  of  this  State  at  the  outbreak  of  hos- 
tilities consisted  of  37  officers  and  527  men. 

Of  this  number  13  officers  and  80  men  were  mustered  into  the  naval 
service,  all  of  whom  served  on  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  vessels. 

Connecticut. — The  Naval  Militia  of  this  State  furnished  15  officers 
and  188  men  to  the  naval  service. 

Florida. — The  Naval  Militia  of  this  State  which,  at  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities,  numbered  24  officers  and  about  200  men,  supplied  6  officers 
and  93  men  to  the  naval  service.  Of  this  number,  3  officers  and  58  men 
served  on  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  vessels,  and  4  officers  aad  35  men 
served  in  the  Coast  Signal  Service. 

Illinois. — The  Naval  Militia  of  this  State  furnished  19  officers  and 
709  men  to  the  naval  service.  All  volunteered  for  the  war  and  saw 
active  service  in  every  field  of  naval  operations  on  the  Cuban  and 
Porto  Eican  coasts.  The  majority  of  this  number  were  assigned  as 
follows  : 


Vessel. 


Officers. 


Men. 


Vessel. 


Officers. 


Men. 


Indiana 

Massachnsetts  . 

Oregon 

Foritan 

Newark 

Amphitrite 

Terror 


New  Orleans . . 

Lancaster 

Cincinnati 

Detroit 

San  Francisco - 
Montgomery  .. 
Wilmington 


46 
60 
2 
8 
20 
13 


1006       REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAYY. 


Vessels. 


Nashville. . 
.  Annapolis . 
Vicksburg . 
Newport .  - , 
Bancroft  . . , 

rem 

Marietta  . . . 
Gushing. . . 

Eoote 

Bodgers 

"Win  alow . . . 

Leyden 

Franklin . . , 
Dorothea . . , 
Sterling  — 

Texas 

Scorpion... 

Yale 

Harvard — 
Southery . . 

Cassius 

Yankton  . . . 


Officers. 


Men. 


Vessels. 


Hector 

Suwanee 

Mangrove.  .. 

Lebanon 

Osceola 

"Wompatuck. 

Maple 

Niagara 

Hawk 

Saturn 

Solace 

Yiking 

"Wasp , 

Peoria 

Eesolute 

Vnlcan , 

Accomac 

Tecumseb  — 

Siren 

Stranger 

Kanawha 

Alexander — 


Officers. 


Men. 


21 
4 
1 
3 
1 
5 
9 
4 
2 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 


Louisiana, — The  I^aval  Militia  of  this  State  furnished  a  total  of  19 
officers  and  214  enlisted  men  to  the  !N'avy.  In  addition  to  this  number 
about  200  men  were  recruited  by  the  State  authorities  after  the  out- 
break of  hostilities,  but  were  not  taken  into  the  regular  service,  enlist- 
ment in  which  had  been  stopped.  Of  the  above  number  supplied  to 
the  service,  10  officers  and  94  enlisted  men  were  detailed  to  the  U.  S.  S. 
PassaiCj  7  officers  and  97  men  to  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval 
Force  and  at  the  Pensacola  Navy-Yard,  and  2  officers  and  23  men  to 
the  Coast  Signal  Service.  Of  this  detail  to  the  Pensacola  Navy-Tard, 
35  were  sent  to  the  receiving  ship  Lancaster  at  Key  West  and  after- 
wards distributed  to  the  ships  of  the  North  Atlantic  fleet. 

In  addition  to  the  above  naval  militiamen,  6  of  the  Louisiana  battalion 
served  in  the  Revenue  Marine  Service;  20  served  on  army  transports, 
and  25  served  in  the  various  volunteer  regiments  recruited  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana;  3  enlisted  in  the  Fifth  United  States  Cavalry;  2  in  the 
Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry,  and  2  in  the  volunteer  artillery. 
These  latter  were  men  who  failed  to  get  into  the  naral  service,  but  were 
anxious  to  serve  their  country  in  any  capacity. 
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Maryland.~The  Naval  Militia  of  this  State  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  consisted  of  20  officers  and  320  men,  and  its  commanding  officer 
was  authorized  by  the  governor  to  increase  this  number  as  occasion 
demanded.  The  total  mustered  into  the  United  States  naval  service 
was  24  officers  and  425  petty  officers  and  enlisted  men,  who  were 
assigned  as  follows : 


Ship. 

Officers. 

Men. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Dixie 

10 
4 
2 

267 

XT.  S  S  Apache 

24 

U.  S.  S-Ajax 

55 

3 

4 

TJ.S.S.DaJe 

TT.  S.  S.  Eestless 

6 

TJ.  S.  S.  Elfrida 

TJ.  S.  S.  Minneapolis 

11 

1 

Total 

24 

425 

Massachusetts. — The  Kaval  Militia  of  this  State  supplied  38  officers 
and  384  men  to  the  naval  service.  Of  this  number,  7  officers  and  138 
men  served  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Prairie;  20  officers  and  246  men  served  on 
the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  vessels  Minnesota,  Lehigh,  GatsMll,  Governor 
Russell,  East  Boston,  Wyandotte,  Inca,  and  Seminole;  and  2  officers  and 
36  men  served  in  the  Coast  Signal  Service. 

After  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  this  organization  was  increased,  in 
accordance  with  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  by  four 
divisions,  each  containing  3  officers  and  55  men. 

Michigan. — The  Naval  Militia  of  this  State,  which,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  consisted  of  18  officers  and  175  men,  furnished  11  officers 
and  270  men  to  the  naval  service,  all  of  whom  served  on  the  U.  S.  S. 
Yosemite,  .many  of  this  number  having  joined  the  organization  after 
the  commencement  of  hostilities. 

New  Jersey. — The  Naval  Militia  of  this  State  furnished  34  officers  and 
373  men  to  the  naval  service.  Of  this  number,  20  officers  and  261  petty 
officers  and  men  served  on  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Badger  and  TJ.  S.  S.  Resolute; 
9  officers  and  74  petty  officers  and  men  in  the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  on 
the  0.  S.  S.  Montauk;  and  1  officer  and  10  petty  officers  and  men  in  the 
Coast  Signal  Service. 

New  Yorlc. — The  Naval  Militia  of  the  State  of  New  York  furnished 
49  officers  and  805  petty  officers  and  men  to  the  United  States  naval 
service.  The  following  statement  will  show,  in  detail,  the  disposal  of 
this  force  : 
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Statement  ehowing  disposal  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Naval  Militia  of  New  York  who 
entered  the  United  States  Navy. 


Organization. 


StaiF  of  captain 

First  Naval  Battalion 

Krst  Separate  Naval  Division. . . 
Second  Separate  Naval  Division. 
Second  Naval  Battalion 


Total . 


Coast  Signal  Service. 

U.S.S.  Yankee 

U. S. S. Stranger    .... 

U.  S.  S.  Vermont 

U.S.  S.St.  Paul 


Total . 


Officers. 


Men. 


267 
16 
7 
4 


291 


28 
265 


291 


Statement  showing  the  manner  in  which  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Naval  Militia  of  New 
York  who  entered  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  have  been  utilized. 


Organization. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Ordered  to— 

Officers. 

Men. 

Captain  and  staff 

3 
10 
20 

93 
350 
13 

55 

8 
8 
2 

97 

First  Separate  Naval  Division. 

Second  Separate  Naval  Divi- 

sion 

24 

2 

2 

25 

Sylvia  

2 

1 
1 

26 

Elfrida 

20 

Kanawha 

1 

25 

2 

Third  District  Auxiliary  Na. 
val  Force 

2 
.        1 

Washington  Auxiliary  Naval 
Force 

Yankee  from  New  Hampshire. 

17 

7 

66 

Total 

35 

611 

35 

511 

Mrth  CaroUna.~The  Naval  Militia  of  this  State  furnished  9  officers 
and  189  men  to  the  naval  service. 

Pennsiflvania.—Tla.e  Naval  Militia  of  this  State  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  consisted  of  19  officers  and  252  petty  officers  and  men. 

Fifteen  commissioned  officers  and  84  petty  officers  and  men  were 
mustered  into  the  naval  service.  Two  men  from  the  ranks  passed  as 
officers  and  are  included  in  the  15,  but  are  not  included  in  the  19. 

The  reason  why  such  a  small  number  of  men  entered  the  service  was 
that  the  Governmeut  stopped  enlisting  ofter  two  of  the  three  divisions 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY.   1009 

only  had  been  examined,  thus  reducing  the  total  examined  by  4  com- 
missioned officers  and  Si  petty  officers  and  men.  Two  of  the  Philadel- 
phia officers  were  unable  to  answer  the  call. 

•  Out  of  the  two  Philadelphia  divisions  examined,  49  were,  rejected 
physically,  21  were  rejected  because  of  under  age,  and  the  difference  of 
14  men  did  not  report  for  examination. 
Those  mustered  into  the  service  were  as  follows : 

One  ofiScer  to  command  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  Fourth  district. 

One  officer  to  command  the  U.  S.  R.  S.  Si.  Louis. 

One  officer  to  command  the  U.  S.  S.  Aileen. 

One  officer  to  comman<l  the  U.  S.  S.  Minneapolis. 

Two  officers  to  command  the  U.  S.  S.  Viking. 

Six  officers  and  58  men  to  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Arctic. 

Two  officers  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Huntress. 

One  officer  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Sylph. 

Twenty-one  men  to  the  Coast  Signal  Service. 

Khode  Island. — The  Naval  Militia  organization  of  this  State  consisted 
of  15  officers  and  159  men  at  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  of  which  num- 
ber 8  officers  and  147  men  were  mustered  into  the  naval  service,  not 
including  the  commanding  officer,  who,  being  on  the  retired  list  of  the 
Navy,  was  ordered  to  duty. 

South  Carolina. — At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  Naval  Militia  of 
this  State  consisted  of  21  officers  and  302  men,  which  force  was  in- 
creased by  102  volunteers  within  ten  days  after  hostilities  commenced. 
Of  this  number,  18  officers,  6  mates,  and  187  enlisted  men  were  mus- 
tered into  the  naval  service,  and  were  distributed  as  follows : 


Detailed  for— 


Commis- 
sioned 
officers. 


Mates. 


Enlisted 


0.S.S.  Celtic 

Naval  batteries,  Port  Koyal 

Coast  Signal  Service,  Fourth  district. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Cheyenne 

IT.  S.  S.  Chickasaw 

"Cr.  S.  S.  Waban 

Assistant,  naval  station.  Port  Eoyal. . . 

TJ.  S.  S.  Maasasoit 

H.  S.  S.  Hercules 

Navy-yard,  New  York.. '. 

U.S.  S.Morrill 


80 
40 
20 
15 
15 
15 


Total  (in  United  States  Navy,  211)  . 


2 

167 


In  addition  to  the  above,  this  organization  furnished  16  men  to  the 
United  States  Volunteer  Army;  the  remaining  198  men  were  not  called 
out,  but  remained  ready  to  serve  at  any  time. 

Virginia. — The  Naval  Militia  of  this  State  furnished  2  officers  and  62 
men  to  the  Navy,  of  which  number  48  men  were  enlisted  in  the  regular 
service,  and  2  officers  and  11  men  did  duty  in  the  Coast  Signal  Service. 
Ab.  98 64 
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The  drills,  exercises,  and  courses  of  instruction  of  the  Naval  Militia, 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  hostilities  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  were  carried  on  by  each  organization  as  in  previous  years. 
During  this  interval  the  Department,  with  a  view  to  preparing  for 
possible  emergencies,  took  steps  to  provide  for  utilizing  the  Naval 
Militia  forces  in  the  event  of  war.  These  steps  and  the  results  thereof 
are  almost  all  contained  in  the  reports  on  the  operations  of  the  United 
States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  and  the  Coast  Signal  Service. 

When  war  was  declared  the  enlisted  force  of  the  Navy  amounted  to 
only  13,750  men  and  apprentices,  and  an  immediate  large  increase  of 
this  number  became  necessary. 

One  of  the  most  important  questions  since  the  inception  of  the  "new 
Navy"  has  been  that  of  the  rapid  mobilization  of  a  sufllicieut  effective 
enlisted  force  to  man  the  increased  number  of  vessels  which  would 
naturally  be  placed  in  commission  at  once.  During  the  few  years  after 
the  keels  of  the  first  four  vessels  of  the  new  Navy,  the  Chicago,  Boston, 
Atlanta,  and  Dolphin,  were  laid  the  attention  of  Congress  was  called  to 
this  subject  and  efforts  made  to  authorize  a  volunteer  national  reserve. 
These  efforts  were  fostered  and  encouraged  by  the  Navy  Department, 
but  to  no  avail,  nothing  being  done  in  this  direction  beyond  the  forma- 
tion of  State  organizations,  the  principal  training  of  which  has  since 
been  in  the  line  of  preparation  for  the  coast  defense  of  the  shores  and 
harbors  of  individual  States. 

Although  these  organizations,  many  of  whose  members  were  recruited 
outside  the  seafaring  class,  failed  to  fully  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
case,  they  were  all  upon  which  the  General  Government  had  to  draw  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war.  A  majority  of  these,  through  cooperation 
on  the  part  of  the  governors  of  their  States,  answered  the  call  of  the 
Government,  and  were  mustered  into  the  service  for  duty  on  cruising 
ships,  in  the  United  States  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  and  in  the  Coast 
Signal  Service.  The  Navy  Department  was  hampered  in  its  efforts  at 
rapid  mobilization  by  its  lack  of  Federal  jurisdiction  over  these 
organizations,  but  in  the  end  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  force  of  over 
4,000  officers  and  men. 

Too  much  can  not  be  said  of  the  patriotism  displayed  by  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  these  organizations,  many  of  whom,  although  they 
had  never  been  to  sea  before  the  mast,  knew  that  they  were  to  face  not 
only  the  dangers  of  war,  but  hardships  to  which  they  had  never  been 
accustomed. 

Of  a  total  force  of  24,123  enlisted  men  employed  in  the  Navy  during 
this  war,  4,216  were  mustered  in  from  naval  militia  organizations,  of 
which  number  about  2,600  served  in  the  regular  Navy,  the  remainder 
in  the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force  and  Coast  Signal  Service.  As  a  rule,  they 
had  not  been  sufficiently  trained  in  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  modern 
implements  of  war,  of  the  ship's  organization,  and  the  requirements  of 
a  sea  life  to  make  them  of  much  actual  value  for  some  time  after  joining 
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a  vessel ;  but,  possessing  a  high  average  of  education  and  intelligence, 
they  picked  up  their  duties  quickly,  especially  in  those  cases  where 
they  were  surrounded  by  trained  men-of-war's  men,  and  when  the  war 
ended  were  becoming  quite  efftcient  in  their  various  grades  and  rates. 

The  experience  of  this  short  war  has  clearly  demonstrated  the 
imperative  necessity  for  the  maintenance  of  a  national  Naval  Eeserve, 
in  the  organization  of  which  too  much  reliance  must  not  be  placed  upon 
the  merchant  marine  alone.  This  experience  has  shown  that  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  merchant  marine  will  be  drawn  into  the  service  of  the 
Army  in  transport  duty,  which,  of  course,  materially  reduces  the  class 
from  which  the  Navy  would  hope  to  get  its  enlisted  men. 

The  consideration  of  this  subject  from  a  practical  standpoint  leads  to 
the  belief  that  as  many  as  possible  of  the  classes  in  the  United  States 
which  have  to  do  with  the  sea,  and  with  vessels  and  the  appurtenances 
thereof,  should  be  enrolled  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  five  years  in  a 
United  States  Naval  Eeserve,  and  that  in  such  classes  should  be 
included  all  graduates  of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  not  on  the 
active  list,  all  ex-ofiicers  and  former  enlisted  men  of  the  United  States 
Navy  and  Marine  Corps,  all  of&cers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Naval 
Militia  now  authorized  by  the  laws  of  the  various  States  who  have  seen 
service  during  the  present  war,  all  ex-ofl&cers  and  former  enlisted  men 
of  the  Eevenue-Cutter,  Life-Saving,  Light-House,  and  Coast  Signal 
Services;  all  graduates  of  State  nautical  schools;  all  masters,  mates, 
engineers,  pilots,  and  all  offlcers  and  men  serving  in  the  merchant 
marine,  with  the  owners,  offtcers,  and  crews  of  yachts  enrolled  in  any 
regularly  incorporated  yacht  club,  and  all  other  persons  whose  prin- 
cipal occupation  is  on  the  high  seas,  sounds,  bays,  rivers,  and  other 
navigable  waters  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  construction  and 
repair  of  marine  engines,  or  in  the  construction  and  repair  of  electrical 
engines  or  the  parts  thereof. 

These  classes  are  more  numerous  than  would  at  fllrst  appear.  The 
numerous  bays,  sounds,  and  rivers  on  our  coasts  are  bordered  by  many 
thousands  of  people  who  obtain  their  living  thereon.  In  many  locali- 
ties it  is  believed  that  at  those  seasons  of  the  year  when  work  is  the 
slackest  it  would  not  prove  difflcult  to  induce  many  of  these  classes 
to  take  an  annual  course  of  instruction  and  drill.  It  is  also  believed 
that  this  periodical  association  with  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Navy 
would  induce  frequent  enlistments  from  this  class  of  men  when  its 
members  once  realize  the  kindly  treatment,  the  excellent  fare,  and  the 
wholesome  life  led  by  our  men-of-war's  men. 

In  this  manner  a  force  of  men  who  support  themselves  in  civil  life 
could  be  enrolled  and  properly  trained  for  immediate  service  on  the 
outbreak  of  war,  at  a  comparatively  small  annual  expense  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  principal  difficulty  in  the  inauguration  of  such  a  movement  will 
be  the  matter  of  enrollment,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  work  of  the  Navy 
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is  such  at  the  present  time  that  few  regular  officers  can  be  spared  for 
this  purpose.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  offtcers  of  the  present 
naval  militia  organizations  who  served  during  the  present  war  have 
gained  sufficient  practical  experience  to  enable  them  to  properly  con- 
duct this  enrollment,  which  should  preferably  be  by  States,  and  should 
commence  with  those  members  of  the  present  naval  militia  organiza- 
tions who  saw  service  during  the  present  war  and  who  wish  to  con- 
tinue to  wear  the  naval  uniform.  After  enrollment  the  reserves  should 
be  organized  in  ship's  companies  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  who  should  from  time  to  time  detail  an  officer  of  the 
regular  service  to  make  the  necessary  inspections  and  reports. 

A  specified  time,  selected  with  reference  to  the  period  of  slackest 
work,  should  be  devoted  by  the  ship's  companies  of  each  State  annually 
to  a  period  of  instruction  and  drill  of  not  less  than  two  weeks'  dura- 
tion. In  those  States  in  which  our  navy-yards,are  situated  the  vessels 
there  laid  up  in  reserve  could  be  used  for  this  purpose,  not  only  to  the 
great  advantage  of  the  reserve,  but  also  to  that  of  the  Government, 
enabling  the  Department  officials  to  determine  once  each  year  the  readi- 
ness of  the  reserve  vessels  for  mobilization.  In  those  States  in  which 
no  navy-yards  are  situated  a  regular  naval  vessel  could  be  detailed  for 
this  work  without  detriment  to  the  Government  service. 

As  an  inducement  to  enter  the  Kaval  Eeserve  it  is  suggested  that 
after  passing  an  examination  as  to  physical  condition  and  nautical 
knowledge,  each  man  should  be  supplied  with  a  suit  of  clothing  at 
Government  expense,  and  that  his  expenses  to  and  from  the  vessel 
upon  which  he  is  to  take  his  annual  course  of  instruction  should  be 
defrayed  by  the  Government,  and  that  while  under  such  course  of 
instruction  he  should  receive  the  navy  pay  of  the  rating  then  held  by 
him.  The  officers  should  be  regularly  commissioned  in  the  Naval 
Eeserve  after  an  examination  by  a  regular  board  of  naval  officers,  under 
such  conditions  and  for  such  period  of  service  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  President.  The  questions  should  be  prepared  by  the  regular  exam- 
ining board  at  Washington,  and  the  examinations  conducted  by  boards 
of  officers  appointed  at  the  various  navy-yards  and  elsewhere  for  that 
purpose.  They  should  receive  the  navy  pay  of  their  grades  while  under 
the  annual  course  of  instruction  and  drill.  The  same  regulations  which 
govern  the  appointment  of  petty  officers  and  the  promotion  of  enlisted 
men  in  the  regular  naval  service  should  obtain  in  the  Eeserve,  and  all 
laws  pertaining  to  the  regular  navy  personnel  should  apply  to  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Naval  Eeserve  while  actually  under  the  annual 
course  of  drill  and  instruction  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

From  information  received  from  competent  officers  along  parts  of  our 
coast  line,  it  is  believed  that  the  above  general  scheme  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  United  States  Naval  Eeserve,  or  something  nearly  akin  to  it, 
can  be  put  into  successful  operation  at  au  annual  cost  to  the  Govern- 
ment not  exceeding  $40  per  man. 
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All  regulations  pertaining  to  tbe  organization,  discipline,  uniform, 
and  duties  of  the  Naval  Eeserve  should  be  under  the  absolute  control 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  This  would  always  permit  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
times,  and,  in  time  of  war,  to  so  subdivide  the  reserves  as  may  be  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  Government. 

Concerning  the  enrollment  of  the  other  nautical  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  must  be  remembered  that  they  now  occupy  positions  which 
fit  each  one  of  them  for  one  particular  line  of  service  in  time  of  war. 

The  Eevenue-Cutter  Service,  through  the  efforts  of  its  present  effl- 
cient  head,  is  to-day  prepared  to  act  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  Navy  in  any 
scheme  of  defense.  Its  vessels  are  armed  and  its  officers  and  men 
organized,  instructed,  and  drilled  very  much  as  in  the  naval  service. 
In  future  wars  this  Service  will  perform  its  proper  duties — those  of  a 
coast-guard  navy — and  be  supplemented  by  an  auxiliary  coast-defense 
fleet. 

That  part  of  the  Light-House  Establishment  which  is  afloat  will 
become  a  part  of  the  auxiliary  coast-defense  fleet,  and  that  part  which 
is  shore  keeping,  together  with  the  entire  Life-Saving  Service,  will 
naturally  and  immediately  take  up  the  duties  of  a  Coast  Signal  Service 
in  connection  with  the  Weather  Bureau  system.  An  annual  course  of 
instruction  and  drill  for  these  services  is  a  matter  of  easy  accomplish- 
ment. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  war  the  entire  Naval  Eeserve  herein  sug- 
gested would  thus  be  immediately  available  for  duty  on  regular  naval 
vessels.  If  the  number  enrolled  should  be  in  excess  of  the  requirements, 
the  remainder  could  be  utilized  in  coast  defense. 

If  the  Congress  should  authorize  as  herein  recommended,  the  follow- 
ing general  details  are  suggested  in  order  to  carry  out  the  above  scheme 
for  the  enrollment  and  organization  of  a  United  States  Naval  Eeserve : 

1.  At  the  beginning  of  the  next  fiscal  year  those  of  the  petty  oflftcers 
and  enlisted  men  of  the  present  naval  militia  organizations  between  the 
ages  of  18  and  45  years  who  served  in  the  Navy  during  the  present  war, 
and  who  may  so  elect,  will  be  enrolled,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  in  a  United  States  Naval  Eeserve,  in  the  same  grades 
and  rates  held  by  them  when  mustered  out  of  the  naval  service,  without 
examination ;  provided,  that  anyone  who  has  served  as  a  warrant  offi- 
cer, mate,  or  chief  petty  officer  may,  if  he  so  elect,  stand  an  examination 
for  the  grade  of  ensign,  and  that  any  enlisted  man  or  petty  officer  may 
stand  an  examination  for  the  next  higher  rate. 

2.  The  same  privilege  will  be  granted  to  each  volunteer  officer  and 
one- year's  man  who  served  in  the  Navy  during  the  late  war,  and  to  any 
naval  officer  or  graduate  of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  who  is 
not  now  on  the  active  list  of  the  Navy.  The  only  exception  to  this  privi- 
lege will  be  in  cases  of  officers  or  men  whose  reports  of  fitness  .or  dis- 
charges show  them  to  be  incompetent  or  undesirable. 


1014      REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVT. 

3.  The  Secretary  of  the  Ifavy  will,  if  possible,  detail  a  regular  officer 
to  conduct  such  enrollment  in  each  State  concerned. 

4.  Either  a  regular  officer  or  the  senior  reserve  line  officer  thus 
enrolled  in  each  State  will  at  once  assume  charge  of  the  entire  reserve 
force  so  enrolled  in  said  State,  and  will  organize  it  as  one  or  more  ship's 
companies,  of  such  strength  and  after  such  manner  as  may  be  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

5.  As  soon  as  this  organization  is  perfected  a  general  enrollment  will 
be  opened  in  each  State  to  all  able-bodied  men,  between  the  ages  of  18 
and  45,  who  are  ex-officers  and  formerly  enlisted  men  in  the  United 
States  Navy  or  the  Marine  Corps,  ex-officers  and  formerly  enlisted  men 
of  the  Naval  Militia,  authorized  by  the  laws  of  the  various  States,  who 
served  in  the  Navy  during  the  present  war,  ex-officers  and  formerly 
enlisted  men  of  the  United  States  Eevenue  Marine,  United  States  Life- 
Baving  Service,  United  States  Light-House  Service,  and  United  States 
Coast  Survey  Service,  graduates  of  State  nautical  school-ships,  and  all 
persons  holding  certificates  as  masters  or  mates,  or  as  chief  engineers 
or  assistant  engineers,  or  licenses  as  pilots,  issued  by  duly  authorized 
commissioners  or  boards  of  inspection,  and  serving  in  the  merchant 
marine  of  the  United  States,  and  all  other  officers  and  men  serving  in 
said  merchant  marine,  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of  yachts  enrolled 
in  any  regularly  incorporated  yacht  club,  and  every  other  person  whose 
principal  occupation  is  on  the  high  seas,  sounds,  bays,  rivers,  and  other 
navigable  waters  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  construction,  repair, 
and  rigging  of  vessels,  or  the  construction  and  repair  of  marine  engines 
or  electric  plants  or  parts  thereof,  provided  that  all  such  are  citizens  or 
naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

6.  Said  general  enrollment  shall  be  conducted  in  each  State  either 
by  a  naval  reserve  officer  or  a  naval  officer,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Navy  Department,  and  shall  be  in  the  grades  and  ratings  for  which 
the  applicants  may  be  found  qualified  by  a  board  of  naval  officers 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  All  ex- officers  of  the  Navy 
in  good  standing  may  be  enrolled  in  the  relative  grades  which  they 
would  have  held  had  they  remained  in  the  naval  service,  provided  they 
pass  an  examination  therefor,  and  all  graduates  of  the  Naval  Acad- 
emy so  enrolled  shall  be  commissioned  in  the  Naval  Eeserves  with 
their  respective  classes  at  the  Naval  Academy  according  to  the  order 
of  merit  at  graduation,  and  shall  thereafter  be  examined,  and,  if  found 
qualified,  promoted  with  their  Naval  Academy  classes  in  the  same 
order. 

7.  The  grades  and  ratings  shall  correspond  to  those  existing  in  the 
United  States  Navy  at  the  time,  and  the  enrollment  shall,  for  petty 
officers  and  enlisted  men,  be  for  a  period  of  five  years,  provided  that, 
excepting  those  holding  higher  commissions  in  the  Navy  during  the 
war  and  ex-graduates  of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy,  no  officer 
shall  be  commissioned  in  the  Naval  Eeserve  to  a  grade  higher  than 
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that  of  lieutenant.  Lieutenants  (junior  grade)  and  ensigns  in  the 
Naval  Reserve  will  be  entitled  to  stand  an  examination  for  promotion 
to  the  next  higher  grade  after  five  years'  continuous  service,  provided 
that  all  naval  academy  graduates  senior  to  them  in  each  of  these 
grades  shall  become  entitled  to  promotion. 

8.  All  persons  enrolled  in  the  Naval  Reserve,  or  who  shall  be  honora- 
bly discharged  at  the  end  of  live  years'  service,  shall  be  exempt  from 
service  on  land  in  the  National  Guard  or  militia. 

9.  The  officers  shall  be  duly  commissioned  in  the  Naval  Eeserve  by 
the  President,  under  such  conditions  and  for  such  periods  as  he  may 
prescribe,  and  shall  be  borne  upon  the  Navy  Register  as  United 
States  Naval  Reserves,  and  the  petty  oificers  and  enlisted  men  thereof 
shall  have  stated  on  their  enrollment  papers  their  physical  and  profes- 
sional ability,  the  length  of  their  previous  nautical  service,  their  place 
and  date  of  birth,  and  their  occupation.  They  shall  not  be  called  into 
active  service  in  time  of  peace,  but  shall  perform  such  annual  drills, 
exercises,  or  instructions  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  direct,  in 
which  case  they  shall  perform  the  same  duties,  have  corresponding 
grades  and  ratings,  be  subject  to  the  same  laws,  articles,  rules,  and 
regulations,  and  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Navy;  but  no  such  pay  and  allowances  shall  be  in 
excess  of  those  for  the  period  of  duty  actually  performed  by  such 
otScers  and  men.  All  the  enrolled  United  States  Naval  Reserves  may 
be  called  into  active  service  by  the  President  in  time  of  war,  or  when 
the  danger  of  war  is  imminent,  and  shall  obey  such  call  under  the  pain 
and  penalty  of  desertion. 

10.  That  the  enrollment,  organization,  and  classification  of  the  United 
States  Naval  Reserves  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  who  shall  be  authorized  to  detail  officers  and  petty  officers  of 
the  Navy  to  act  as  inspectors  and  instructors  of  the  said  United  States 
Naval  Reserve. 

11.  Promotions,  discharges,  and  all  assignments  in  the  United  States 
Naval  Reserve  shall  be  conducted  under  regulations  established  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  shall  accord,  as  nearly  as  possible,  with 
those  in  operation  in  the  Regular  Navy. 

12.  The  uniform  shall  be  that  of  the  Navy,  with  such  exceptions,  to 
indicate  the  character  of  the  organization,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
shall  prescribe. 

13.  Officers  shall  provide  their  own  uniforms,  and  each  petty  officer 
and  enlisted  man  shall  be  supplied  with  one  complete  uniform  of  blue 
and  one  working  suit,  at  Government  expense. 

14.  A  period  of  drill  and  instruction  of  not  less  than  two  weeks  in 
each  year  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Such 
period  for  each  ship's  company  will  be  selected  at  that  season  when 
work  is  slackest  with  the  men  of  that  particular  locality.  The  expenses 
of  officers  and  men  to  and  from  the  drill  ship  will  be  defrayed  by  the 
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Government,  and  officers  and  men  will  receive  the  same  rate  of  pay  for 
the  time  under  instruction  as  do  corresponding  grades  and  rates  in  the 
Navy. 

15.  Those  ship's  companies  of  the  United  States  Naval  Eeserve 
which  are  located  near  to  a  navy-yard  or  naval  station  will  have  their 
annual  drill  on  some  vessel  in  reserve  at  said  yard  or  station. 

16.  Other  ship's  companies  will  be  annually  drilled  on  vessels  of  the 
cruising  class  specially  detailed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy.  Where  organizations  are  sufifliciently  self-supporting,  ves- 
sels will,  where  practicable,  be  loaned  to  them  for  purposes  of  extra 
drill  and  instruction.  The  annual  drills  will  be  under  the  direction  of 
regular  officers,  who  will  report  on  the  general  efficiency  of  each  indi- 
vidual. 

17.  Any  member  of  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve  may,  at  his  own 
request,  upon  reaching  the  age  of  50  years,  or  after  five  years'  continu- 
ous service,  be  reenroUed  in  what  will  be  known  as  the  Second  Naval 
Eeserve,  in  which  he  shall  not  be  required  to  take  the  annual  course  of 
instruction  and  drill,  unless  he  so  elect,  but  shall  be  j)rivileged  to  wear 
his  uniform  on  occasions  of  public  or  private  ceremony,  and  shall,  in 
time  of  war,  or  when  war  is  imminent,  if  the  Second  Eeserves  are  called 
into  active  service,  obey  such  call  under  the  pain  and  penalty  of  deser- 
tion. And  such  Second  Naval  Eeserves  shall,  when  called  into  active 
service,  receive  the  pay  of  their  corresponding  naval  grades  or  rates. 

Any  commissioned  officer  of  the  United  States  Naval  Eeserve  who 
is  in  command  of  an  American  merchant  vessel  or  yacht  may,  while 
so  commanding,  fly  a  distinctive  flag,  to  be  known  as  the  Naval  Eeserve 
flag,  the  color,  shape,  and  size  of  which  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy. 

The  Congress  should  provide  that  all  laws  which  apply  to  officers, 
petty  officers,  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Eegular  Navy  should  also  apply 
to  the  officers,  petty  officers,  and  men  of  the  United  States  Naval 
Eeserves  during  the  time  that  they  are  taking  the  annual  course  of 
instruction  and  drill  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

It  will  be  advisable  to  restrict  the  general  enrollment  the  first  year 
to  a  limit  which  will  come  well  within  the  appropriation. 

It  is  believed  that  the  benefit  to  the  naval  service  and  to  the  country 
from  a  measure  such  as  is  outlined  above  will  soon  become  so  apparent 
as  to  induce  the  Congress  to  grant  a  pecuniary  reward  for  additional 
length  of  service  in  the  Naval  Eeserve. 

It  is  considered  that  a  continuous  annual  appropriation  of  $200,000 
will  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  a  force  of  Naval  Eeserves  to  aggregate 
7,000  men  at  the  end  of  three  years. 
Yery  respectfully, 

W.  H.  H.  SOUTHERLAND, 

Lieutenant,  United  States  Navy. 
The  Assistant  Secretary. 
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Navy  Department, 
Oepice  of  the  Jtjdge Advocate-Geneeal, 

Washinglon,  October  1, 1898, 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  Department,  dated  July  11 
last,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the  operations  of 
tliis  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  together  with  the 
estimates  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year. 


INCREASE   OF   BUSINESS. 

While  the  existence  of  a  state  of  war,  actual  or  technical,  since  the 
21st  day  of  April  last  has  undoubtedly  operated  to  augment  the  busi- 
ness of  this  office,  in  common  with  that  of  other  offices  and  bureaus  of 
the  Department,  the  constant  and  almost  uniform  increase  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  comment  in  previous  reports  was  observed  during 
the  present  year,  before  hostilities  with  Spain  became  imminent.  In 
the  month  of  January,  1897,  499  papers  were  received,  while  for  Jan- 
uary, 1898,  the  number  was  648,  an  increase  of  149. 

It  may  be  fairly  assumed  that  the  influence  exercised  by  the  prospect 
of  war  with  Spain  was  very  slight  prior  to  February  15, 1898,  the  date 
on  which  the  Maine  was  destroyed  in  the  harbor  of  Havana.  If  this 
deduction  is  correct  it  indicates  that  the  percentage  of  increase  here- 
tofore annually  noted  would  in  all  probability  have  been  found  to  con- 
tinue during  the  present  year,  even  if  war  had  been  avoided.  This 
percentage  is  fairly  exhibited  by  the  following  table,  although  the  fig- 
ures do  not  indicate  the  actual  increase  of  business,  changes  in  the 
methods  of  keeping  the  records  having  been  made  from  time  to  time, 
which  have  resulted  in  reducing  the  number  of  separate  entries : 


Papers  received  calendar  year- 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 


5,390 
5,831 
5,752 
6,112 
6,613 


Papers  received  calendar  year — 

1887 2,159 

1888 4,400 

1889 4,907 

1890 4,326 

1891 5,204 

1892 5,055 

In  the  calendar  year  1898,  up  to  September  29,  the  number  of  entries 
was  6,829,  which,  as  will  be  seen,  is  in  excess  of  the  entire  number  for 
the  whole  of  the  calendar  year  1897. 

Keference  is  made  to  this  growth  of  business  in  order  to  explain  the 
absolute  necessity  which  exists  for  strengthening  the  clerical  force  of 
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the  ofiHce.  While  the  work  actually  disposed  of  annually  has  more 
than  quadrupled  during  the  past  eleven  years,  the  clerical  force  of  the 
Judge- Advocate-General's  Of&ce  has  been  increased  but  slightly  in  the 
same  time.  A  proportionate  increase  is  not  now  requested,  but  an 
estimate  has  been  submitted  for  one  additional  law  and  contract  clerk, 
at  $1,600.  The  services  of  such  a  clerk  are  now  imperatively  required. 
An  estimate  of  this  character  was  last  year  submitted  by  this  ofBce  and 
forwarded  with  the  approval  of  the  Department,  but  the  item  was  not 
favorably  reporttd  by  the  committees,  as  was  understood,  because  it 
was  determined  that  no  increase  of  force  whatever  would  be  allowed 
in  any  branch  of  the  public  service.  The  time  has,  however,  now 
arrived  when  the  necessities  of  the  office  in  this  respect  can  not  be  too 
strongly  urged,  and  the  request  is  accordingly  resubmitted  in  the  earn- 
est hope  that  it  will  be  granted. 

In  explanation  of  the  fact  that  it  has  been  practicablo  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  this  office  heretofore  with  an  inconsiderable  increase  of  force, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  state  that  this  result  has  been  accomplished 
solely  by  the  rigid  application  of  what  are  known  as  "civil-service" 
principles,  according  to  which  incompetent  clerks  have  been  gradually 
eliminated  and  efficient  and  worthy  men  retained  and  promoted  as  they 
have  become  more  expert  and  have  more  fully  mastered  the  details  of 
the  business  intrusted  to  them.  Competent  men  engaged  upon  the  same 
general  character  of  work  for  a  number  of  years  naturally  become  exceed- 
ingly proficient,  and  are  able  to  dispatch  accurately  and  well  a  much 
greater  volume  of  business  as  the  advantages  growing  out  of  experi- 
ence and  familiarity  with  particular  lines  of  work  are  developed.  But, 
while  it  is  obvious  that  a  body  of  men  offered  the  premiums  of  promo- 
tion and  advancement  for  efficiency,  and  subject  to  the  penalties  of 
reduction  or  dismissal  should  they  prove  careless,  negligent,  or  incom- 
petent, will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years'  training,  reach  a  high  standard 
of  working  power,  it  is  equally  apparent  that  the  limit  of  their  capacity 
for  improvement  will  finally  be  reached,  and  when  this  occurs  an  increase 
of  work  can  be  met  only  by  an  increase  of  force. 

I  believe  that  an  examination  of  the  present  and  past  condition  of 
the  business  of  the  office,  as  shown  by  its  records,  during  my  period  of 
service  as  Judge-Advocate-General,  will  demonstrate  that  the  work 
can  not  be  satisfactorily  carried  on  without  the  allowance  of  at  least 
one  additional  law  and  contract  clerk,  and  such  clerk  should  be  one 
whose  services  can  not  be  had  or  retained  for  less  than  $1,600  per  year. 
The  experiment  of  appointing  capable  men  at  lower  salaries,  with  pros- 
pects of  advancement  more  or  less  uncertain,  has  been  tried,  with  the 
result  that  in  more  than  one  instance  valuable  clerks  have  been  lost  to 
the  office,  after  a  period,  of  training,  through  the  acceptance  of  more 
favorable  offers  elsewhere. 


PRIZE. 

The  claims  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Navy  for  prize  money  growing 
out  of  the  operations  of  the  war  with  Spain,  so  far  as  received,  are  now 
being  examined,  and  when  found  to  be  in  due  form,  are  transmitted  to 
the  Auditor  at  once  in  cases  where  the  properties  to  which  they  relate 
have  been  condemned  as  prize,  without  waiting  for  the  determination 
of  the  various  questions  which  may  be  embraced  in  the  final  decrees  of 
the  courts.  This  action  was  decided  upon  after  consultation  with  the 
Auditor  for  the  Navy  Department  in  order  that  no  unnecessary  delay 
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should  occur  in  the  Departmental  examination  of  these  claims.  It  is 
proper  to  add,  however,  that  no  distribution  of  prize  money  accruing 
from  the  condemnation  of  any  captured  vessel,  cargo,  or  other  prize 
property,  can  be  made  until  a  decree  of  a  court  is  had  determining, 
first,  that  the  property  involved  is  "  lawful  prize  of  war ; "  second,  the 
net  amount  to  be  distributed;  third,  the  vessels  entitled  to  share  in  the 
distribution;  and  tburth,  the  question  of  the  relative  strength  of  the 
forces  engaged  at  the  time  of  capture.  These  are  all  matters  for  judi- 
cial determination,  and  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government  can 
take  no  final  action  in  the  distribution  of  prize  money  until  such  ques- 
tions are  decided  by  decrees  of  the  courts.  The  necessary  steps  have 
been  taken  to  secure  prompt  information  respecting  final  decrees  as  they 
are  rendered  in  the  United  States  district  courts  where  prize  proceed- 
ings are  pending. 

Section  4635  of  the  Eevised  Statutes  provides  that — 

A  bounty  shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States  for  each  person  on  board  any  ship  or 
vessel  of  war  belonging  to  an  enemy  at  the  commencement  of  an  engagement,  which 
is  sunk  or  otherwise  destroyed  in  such  engagement  by  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  or  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  destroy  in  consequence  of 
injuries  sustained  in  action,  of  one  hundred  dollars  if  the  enemy's  vessel  was  of 
inferior  force,  and  of  two  hundred  dollars  if  of  equal  or  superior  force,  to  be  divided 
among  the  officers  and  crew  in  the  same  manner  as  prize  money. 

In  an  opinion  rendered  by  the  Attorney-Greneral  September  2, 1898, 
the  conclusion  is  reached  that  "the  questions  of  fact  involved  as  to  the 
status  of  the  vessels  destroyed,  and  whether  they  were  of  superior, 
equal,  or  inferior  force  to  our  naval  vessels  engaged,  and  as  to  which 
of  our  naval  vessels  were  engaged,  should  be  adjudicated  by  the  proper 
court  or  courts,"  rather  than  by  the  Navy  Department;  and  that  the 
proceedings  necessary  to  such  adjudication  may  be  instituted  "  under  a 
libel  of  information  in  a  district  court  of  the  United  States  sitting  as 
a  prize  court  (which  would  include  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia"),  or  the  proceedings  may  be  brought  "by  transmittal  or 
submission  of  the  case  to  the  Court  of  Claims."  It  is  assumed  that  the 
Department  will  concur  in  these  views,  and  that  accordingly  proceed- 
ings will  in  due  course  be  instituted  for  the  determination  of  the  ques- 
tions of  fact  which  are  requisite  to  the  adjustment  of  claims  for  bowity 
under  section  4635  of  the  Eevised  Statutes. 


The  Sbcbbtary  of  the  Navy. 


Sam.  C.  Lbmly, 
Judge-Advocate-  General. 


EBPOET  OP  BOAED  ON  SELECTION  OF  SITES  FOR  COAL- 
ING STATIONS. 

Boston,  Mass.,  August  16, 1898. 

Sib  :  Conformably  to  the  Department's  orders  numbered  117396  and 
120727,  under  dates  of  June  7  and  25, 1898,  respectively,  hereto  attached, 
marked  A,  the  board  appointed  "for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the 
question  of  and  recommending  the  location  for  coaling  depots  at  the 
different  navy-yards  and  stations  not  already  provided  with  the  same" 
now  has  the  honor  to  submit  its  report. 

The  president  of  the  board  having  put  himself  in  communication,  by 
letter,  with  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment,  Navy  Department,  pur- 
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suant  to  paragraph  3  of  orders  ISo.  117396,  assembled  the  board  at  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  on  the  16th  of  June,  1898,  and  began  its  work. 

The  first  point  visited  was  the  navy-yard  at  Boston,  Mass.  This 
yard,  located  at  the  head  of  a  deep  and  well-fortified  harbor,  and  in 
the  center  of  a  large  manufacturing  and  commercial  population,  pre- 
sents many  advantages  of  site,  of  railway  communication,  ready  supply 
of  material  of  every  sort,  and  limitless  skilled  labor  to  draw  upon. 
Such  advantages  would  seem  to  suggest  the  wisdom  of  its  fullest 
development  into  a  dock,  building  and  equipping  yard  of  latest 
improved  plant  and  best  appliances  for  economical  and  efiScient  work- 
ing as  a  great  public  workshop.  But  it  is  submitted  that  such  national 
establishment  will  not  be  complete  until  equipped  with  the  most 
approved  receptacles  and  appliances  for  the  receipt  and  handling  and 
the  storage  and  delivery  of  coal,  whether  pertaining  to  ships  or  to  yard 
furnaces  and  workshops. 

The  present  coal  sheds  at  this  yard  are  located  at  its  extreme  west- 
ern end,  adjacent  to  the  ocean  freight  wharves  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail- 
road. The  best  water  along  the  water  front  is  to  be  had  there,  and  such 
location  for  coal  storage  could  not  be  bettered.  The  board,  therefore, 
recommends  the  erection  of  coal  pockets  and  machii.eryon  that  site,  so 
arranged  that  ships  can  be  moored  to  a  wharf  and  take  coal  directly 
from  the  coal  pockets,  and  also  if  necessary  from  lighters  on  the  other 
side  of  the  ship  at  the  same  time.  This  would  require  the  construction 
of  a  slip  of  sufficient  dimensions  to  admit  a  battle  ship  for  coaling  from 
coal  pockets  on  the  wharf,  either  at  the  side  or  at  the  end  of  the  slip. 

The  Fitchburg  Railroad  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
as  largest  owners  of  Fitchburg  Railroad  stock,  desire,  as  shown  by  the 
correspondence  marked  Appendix  B  and  map  marked  Appendix  0,  to 
have  the  ISTavy  Department  confirm  this  site  for  a  coal  pocket  and  con- 
struct a  slip  of  such  width  and  length  as  will  enable  the  railroad  com- 
pany to  use  one  side  of  the  slip  while  the  ships  of  the  Government  use 
the  other  side.  This  proposition  demands,  if  carried  out,  the  relin- 
quishment of  the  use  of  some  portion  of  the  area  of  the  navy-yard,  but 
in  consideration  of  such  relinquishment  Mr.  E.  D.  Oodman,  president 
of  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  board, 
under  date  of  July  30,  1898,  hereto  appended,  marked  D,  states: 

If  the  United  States  Government  grants  to  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  the  right  to 
use  the  adjoining  half  of  the  proposed  dock  along  the  Fitchhuxg  Railroad  property 
of  Charlestown,  the  railroad  company  will  agree  to  contribute  to  the  area  of  said 
dock  a  strip  of  land  20  feet  wide,  extending  the  full  length  thereof;  will  build  a 
pier  on  its  own  site  for  its  own  use;  will  build  a  concrete  or  masonry  wall  at  the 
head  of  said  dock  the  full  width  thereof,  and  excavate  the  whole  area  to  a  depth  of 
30  feet  below  mean  low  water.  Said  dock  will  be  160  feet  wide  and  about  570  feet 
long. 

In  view  of  such  proposition,  the  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  plan 
proposed  would  be  of  mutual  benefit  to  the  United  States  and  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  as  well  as  an  advantage  to  the  Fitch- 
burg Railroad  and  to  the  commerce  of  this  the  second  commercial  port 
in  importance  of  the  United  States.  The  board,  while  recommending 
the  adoption  of  such  proposed  measure,  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Com- 
monwealth should  release  to  the  General  Government  the  title  of  its 
lands  in  front  of  the  navy- yard  between  the  present  shore  line  and  the  new 
line  to  be  determined  upon  by  the  Kavy  Department.  The  board,  in  its 
investigation  of  the  whole  matter,  has  consulted  freely  with  the  harbor 
commissioners  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  as  well  as  Mr.  J.  R.  Leeson, 
chairman  of  the  railroad  commission  of  the  Commonwealth.  Those 
officials  have  been  much  interested  in  the  proposed  improvement,  and 
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will  recommend  to  the  general  court  of  the  State  such  legislation  as 
may  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  Gomniou wealth  to  secnre  the 
favorable  action  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  benefit  from  such  extension  of  the  water  front,  thus  increasing 
the  area  of  the  navy-yard,_would  accrue  not  only  to  the  General  (ioveru- 
ment,  but  also  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  in  making  it  pos- 
sible to  develop  more  perfectly  the  yard  in  varied  directions,  and  furnish 
highly  paid  employment  to  an  increased  number  of  residents  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  considerations  and  conclusions,  the  board 
recommends  that  a  slip  550  feet  long  and  180  feet  wide  be  constructed 
at  the  point  indicated — i.  e.,  the  western  end  of  the  yard,  adjacent  to  the 
property  of  the  Pitehburg  Railroad  Company — and  that  coal  handling 
machinery  and  pockets  to  hold  15,000  tons  be  built  on  the  east  side  of 
the  slip.  This,  from  its  several  personal  examinations  of  the  site  and 
its  surroundings,  the  board  believes  to  be  entirely  feasible. 

In  the  event  of  the  adoption  of  these  recommendations,  it  is  sug- 
gested that,  in  the  interest  of  all  parties  concerned,  the  Pitehburg  Rail- 
road Company  be  given  a  perpetual  lease  to  the  use  of  80  feet  of  the 
western  side  of  the  slip,  on  condition  that  said  railroad  bears  all 
expense  of  dredging  the  slip  and  the  Commonwealth  will  release  to  the 
United  States  all  title  to  and  rights  and  interest  in  land  now  included 
between  the  present  water  front  of  the  navy-yard  and  a  new  line  to 
be  determined  upon  and  defined  by  the  joint  action  of  the  Navy  and 
War  Departments  and  harbor  and  land  commissioners  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts. 

In  its  several  visits  to  the  yard  the  board  noticed  that  large  quan- 
tities of  coal  were  being  unloaded  from  colliers  and  carted  to  different 
parts  of  the  yard  at  considerable  distances  from  the  water  front  and 
piled  in  the  open  air.  Such  incident  of  dockyard  procedure  was  evi- 
dently unavoidable,  because  of  the  fact  that  the  present  coal  shed  where 
it  is  proposed  to  erect  coal  pockets,  with  appropriate  handling  machin- 
ery, was  already  full,  but  it  suggested  double  labor  in  the  handling  of 
the  coal  before  it  reached  its  ultimate  destination  of  ship  or  shore  fur- 
naces, together  with  the  increased  expense  attendant  upon  such  crude, 
old-time  method. 

PORTSMOUTH,  N.  H. 

Having  completed  its  examination  of  the  facilities  of  the  Boston 
l>ravy-Tard  for  the  establishment  of  a  coaling  plant  adequate  to  the 
naval  necessities  of  this  day,  the  board  proceeded  to  Portsmouth,  H".  H. 

The  navy-yard  at  that  point,  really  located  at  Kittery,  Me.,  across 
the  Piscataqua  Eiver  from  Portsmouth,  possesses  the  advantage  of 
open  water  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  deep  water  front,  readily  access- 
ible at  all  times,  a  healthy  and  invigorating  climate,  ample  territory  to 
meet  any  expansion  of  plant  that  future  naval  needs  may  require,  and 
an  unquestionable  resource  of  labor — skilled  and  unskilled — tomeetany 
emergencies  that  may  arise.  Such  advantages,  together  with  the  fact 
that  the  importance  of  that  yard  is  soon  to  be  enhanced  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  dry  dock  suitable  for  the  docking  of  our  heaviest  ships 
of  war,  would  seem  to  make  the  establishment  of  coaling  facilities  there 
of  the  most  improved  sort  a  necessity,  to  round  out  the  usefulness  of 
the  yard  and  make  it  an  important  place  of  dockage,  repair,  and  sup- 
ply, especially  in  time  of  war. 

During  the  present  summer,  as  at  the  Boston  yard,  several  thousand 
tons  of  coal  have  been  delivered  at  that  yard  and  stored  in  different 
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places  to  meet  the  demands  of  war,  some  adjacent  to  the  water  front 
and  other  some  800  feet  from  the  water  front. 

The  cost  of  handling  and  transporting  this  coal  makes  the  best  argu- 
ment conceivable  for  the  construction  of  coal-handling  machinery  and 
pockets  at  our  navy-yards  and  other  points  along  the  northeastern  coast ; 
for,  while  the  newest  appliances  handle  coal  for  from  1  to  3  cents  per 
ton,  it  has  cost  55  cents  to  unload  the  coal  adjacent  to  the  water  front 
at  the  yard  in  question  and  78  cents  per  ton  to  unload  and  pile  the  coal 
800  feet  away. 

The  fact  that  at  this  yard  there  are  five  old  decayed  coal  sheds,  par- 
tially filled  with  coal,  which  are  thought  not  worth  repairing — all  remote 
from  the  boiler  plants  where  the  coal  is  to  be  used — illustrates  the  waste 
and  extravagant  cost  of  coal  storage  and  handling  which  has  obtained 
at  navy-yards  and  stations  up  to  this  time,  whether  as  regards  the  use 
of  coal  in  workshops  or  on  shipboard. 

The  wharf  at  this  yard,  between  the  present  floating  dry  dock  and 
the  boat  landing,  has  always  been  used  for  the  main  coal  pile.  The 
space  is  ample  and  the  depth  of  water  sufficient  for  the  permanent 
erection  of  coal  pockets  capable  of  storing  10,000  tons  of  coal,  together 
with  the  necessary  coal-handling  machinery,  on  that  site.  The  board 
recommends  the  establishment  of  such  plant,  and  to  be  so  arranged 
that  coal,  whether  for  ship  supply  or  yard  workshop  uses,  can  be 
readily  conveyed  and  delivered. 

For  such  puriiose  this  yard,  as  well  as  all  other  yards  and  stations, 
would  need  a  proper  system  of  railroad  tracks  for  the  ready  and  eco- 
nomical distribution  of  coal  to  whatever  points  required,  whether  at 
the  water  front  for  ships  or  elsewhere  for  yard  furnaces. 

NEWPORT,    E.    I. 

The  next  point  visited  by  the  board  was  Ifewport,  E.  I.,  in  the  harbor 
of  which  are  located  the  United  States  Naval  Training  Station  and  War 
College,  on  Coasters  Harbor  Island,  and  the  Naval  Torpedo  Station,  on 
Goat  Island. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  topographical  features  of  those  islands 
and  lines  of  soundings  run  to  determine  the  depth  of  the  waters  wash- 
ing them  showed  one  point  on  each  island  where  piers  could  be  readily 
built  for  the  location  of  a  coaling  plant.  First,  on  the  northwestern  side 
on  the  northern  end  of  Coasters  Harbor  Island  a  pier  some  200  or  300 
feet  in  length  would  be  sufficient  to  reach  a  depth  of  5  fathoms 
at  low  water.  But  it  is  feared  that  coal  pockets  located  at  that  point 
would  interfere  with  the  target  ranges  which  have  been  established 
there  for  the  practice  of  the  apprentices  of  the  Naval  Training  Station. 
Second,  from  the  upper  end  of  the  breakwater  running  northward 
from  Goat  Island  up  to  the  light-house  built  at  its  extremity  a  pier 
might  be  built  out  in  a  northwesterly  direction  some  800  or  900  feet  to 
the  5-fathom  line,  upon  which  suitable  coal  pockets  might  be  erected. 
A  coal  pocket  at  that  point,  however,  might  impair  the  usefulness  of 
the  light  house  to  the  navigator  in  those  waters,  and  the  building  of  the 
pier  would  be  at  coiisiderable  cost.  The  piers  also  would,  from  their 
locations,  be  exposed  to  the  damaging  effects  of  the  strong  northwest- 
erly gales  that  frequently  sweep  over  the  bay.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
is  pertinent  to  note  the  fact  that  the  dealers  in  Newport  seldom  carry 
in  stock  more  than  500  tons  of  coal  at  a  time,  so  that  in  stresses  of 
emergency  no  ship  of  war  can  count  upon  filling  up  its  bunkers  there. 

Yet,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Congress  has  recently  voted  a  large  sum 
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of  money  for  the  establishment  of  a  great  coaling  station  at  New 
London,  Conn.,  only  a  few  hours'  run  from  Newport,  the  board  does  not 
recommend  the  erection  of  a  coaling  plant  at  the  latter  place,  unless  in 
the  form  of  a  coal  hulk,  fitted  with  proper  machinery  and  appliances, 
and  moored  at  a  safe  and  convenient  point  in  the  bay.  The  partially 
sheltered  bay  of  Jamestown,  at  Conanicut  Island,  is  suggested  for  such 
purpose. 

NEW  LONDON,    CONN. 

The  board,  having  completed  its  duties  at  Newport,  proceeded  to  the 
naval  station  at  New  London,  Conn.  That  station,  situated  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Thames  River,  about  4J  miles  from  its  mouth,  and  also 
having  a  branch  of  the  Vermont  Central  Railroad  running  through  its 
territory,  offers  great  advantages  as  the  site  of  a  large  Government 
coal  depot.  The  grounds  are  extensive,  the  water  front  ample  for  all 
purposes  of  wharfage,  and  the  depth  of  water  sufficient,  with  little 
dredging,  for  ships  of  heaviest  draft  to  come  alongside  the  piers  it  is 
proposed  to  build  there. 

As  at  its  last  session  Congress  appropriated  a  large  sum  of  money 
for  the  establishment  of  a  large  coal  depot  at  this  station,  it  only 
remains  for  the  board  to  express  the  opinion  that  no  other  equally  good 
site  could  have  been  found  between  Boston  and  New  York  for  such 
purpose  of  coal  storage  and  supply. 

The  board  recommends  that  the  coal  pockets  to  be  erected  there  may 
have  a  capacity  of  not  less  than  25,000  tons. 

The  fresh  water  at  the  station  is  furnished  by  wells,  one  of  which 
near  the  storehouse  there  can  be  connected  with  a  small  steam  pump 
and  the  water  pipe  of  the  wharf;  but  the  supply  is  very  limited. 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 

The  navy-yard  at  this  point  may  be  regarded  as  the  most  important 
naval  establishment  the  country  possesses  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 
Located  at  the  great  financial  and  commercial  metropolis  of  the  Union, 
it  has  ready  command  of  all  that  such  chief  mart  affords,  whether  as 
to  labor  supply  or  of  the  material  of  whatever  character  that  enters 
into  naval  or  commercial  uses.  A  national  establishment  of  such  com- 
manding advantage  should  have  every  form  of  plant  and  equipment 
necessary  for  its  most  complete  development  and  highest  usefulness. 
To  meet  such  conditions  it  should  have  constructions  of  a  proper 
capacity  for  the  storage  of  such  supplies  and  materials  as  are  con- 
stantly required  for  the  building,  repairing,  and  equipping  of  ships. 

Among  such  essential  constructions  would  seem  to  be  coal  pockets 
of  large  capacity,  most  improved  character,  and  best  handling  machinery 
for  the  storage  of  coal  and  its  expeditious  transport  from  collier  to 
pocket,  and  from  pocket  to  ship,  especially  on  occasions  of  urgent 
demand. 

The  board  found  in  its  examination  that  the  coal  shed,  capable  of 
holding  from  4,000  to  6,000  tons,  at  the  northern  point  of  the  yard, 
close  to  the  water  front,  had  been  dismantled  and  turned  into  a  store- 
house for  other  material;  and  that  the  recent  practice  of  coaling  ships 
at  the  navy-yard  or  at  other  poitits  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  has  been 
from  lighters  or  barges  sent  directly  alongside  the  vessels  from  the 
stores  of  the  dealers  or  contractors. 

Such  system,  in  so  far  as  it  pertains  to  the  putting  of  coal  alongside 
the  ships  to  be  supplied,  is  said  to  have  been  fairly  expeditious,  but  it 
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involves  the  same  old,  crude  method  of  delivering  coal  into  the  bunk- 
ers that  has  ever  made  coaling  ship  a  tedious  and  time-consuming 
process. 

In  this  connection  it  is  submitted  that  in  every  factor  or  incident  of 
naval  routine,  methods,  and  appliances,  constant  improvement  and 
advance  has  been  made  during  the  past  thirty  years,  save  in  the 
methods  of  coaling  ship;  and  as  coal  is  the  life  and  soul  of  the  modern 
ship,  without  which  no  man-of-war  of  this  day — whatever  her  readiness 
and  efliciency  in  every  other  respect — can  weigh  an  anchor,  make  for 
an  enemy,  or  fire  a  gun,  it  would  seem  that  no  effort  should  be  spared, 
no  means  neglected,  toward  the  improvement  of  plant  and  appliances 
for  the  more  rapid  delivery  of  coal  into  ships'  bunkers  than  now  obtains. 
The  experience  of  the  present  war  has  shown  the  vital  necessity  of 
improved  facilities  on  this  head;  nor  is  it  too  much  to  say  that  the 
delay  of  a  few  hours  in  the  coaling  of  the  fleet  might  have  resulted  in 
irreparable  disaster  to  the  nation. 

Wherefore,  while  the  Government  can  doubtless  be  well  assured  of 
being  able  to  obtain  supplies  of  coal  at  this  great  market  of  New  York 
at  any  and  all  times,  the  board  recommends  that  for  emergent  uses  and 
the  economic  and  speedy  handling  and  storage  of  coal  the  erection,  near 
the  waters  of  Whitney  Basin  and  East  Eiver,  near  the  north  angle  of 
said  basin,  coal  pockets  of  a  capacity  of  not  less  than  5,000  tons  and  a 
coal  tower  to  handle  100  tons  per  hour,  together  with  railway  tracks 
radiating  from  such  point  to  different  sections  of  the  water  front  and  to 
the  various  boiler  plants  in  the  yard. 

There  is  an  am])le  supply  of  pure  water  at  this  yard.  The  facilities 
for  piping  it  on  board  ship  are  good. 

LEAGUE   ISLAND,   PA. 

This  yard,  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Delaware,  just  below 
Philadelphia,  and  close  to  one  of  the  best  coal  and  iron  markets  in  the 
country,  is  still,  in  a  large  degree,  in  an  undeveloped  state;  but  many 
improvements,  including  a  new  dry  dock  of  great  capacity,  are  contem- 
plated, and  many  changes  may  be  made  in  the  water  front  in  conse- 
quence thereof;  and  while  the  board  does  not  venture  to  indicate  with 
positiveness  any  particular  location  for  coal  pockets,  it  recommends  the 
erection  of  a  coal  tower  and  pockets  on  some  one  of  the  piers  in  con- 
templation— probably  the  one  near  the  proposed  new  dock  about  to  be 
built — the  pockets  to  have  a  capacity  of  from  2,000  to  5,000  tons,  with 
appropriate  coal-handling  machinery  for  quick  and  effective  working, 
and  connected  by  tracks  with  all  working  parts  of  the  yard  and  every 
available  part  of  the  water  front.  It  is  believed  that  30  feet  of  water 
at  low  tide  can  be  easily  had  at  the  end  of  the  pier  for  such  purpose. 

The  supply  of  fresh  water  at  League  Island  is  ample  for  all  purposes. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  0. 

The  yard  at  this  point  having  been  turned  almost  exclusively  into  an 
ordnance  factory,  there  is  very  little  if  any  call  for  coal  for  ships;  but 
a  trestle  and  pockets  for  1,000  tons  of  coal,  with  tracks  for  its  proper 
distribution  to  the  different  workshops  by  means  of  dump  cars  would 
be  an  improvement  to  the  yard,  both  on  lines  of  economy  and  facility. 
Such  improvement  is  recommended. 
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NORFOLK,  VA. 

The  yard  at  this  point,  located  on  deep  water  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Elizabeth  Kiver,  remote  from  the  attack  of  a  maritime  enemy,  and  pos- 
sessing every  advantage  of  climate  and  ready  facilities  for  the  supply 
of  material  by  rail  and  steamship,  and  abundant  labor,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  naval  bases  of  the  country. 

When  the  improvements  now  being  made  in  the  channel  below  the 
site  of  Sort  oik  are  completed,  there  will  be  30  feet  of  water  from  the 
sea  to  the  Norfolk  yard,  so  that  the  largest  ships  of  war  can  go  up  to 
the  yard  wharves. 

Other  plans  for  improvement  contemplate  the  purchase  of  land 
which  extends  from  the  south  boundary  of  the  yard  to  the  right  of 
way  of  the  new  Belt  Line  Railway,  and  the  construction  of  a  large 
fresh-water  basin  on  this  area.  If  this  is  accomplished,  the  extreme 
southeast  corner  of  the  new  property  would  be  an  excellent  site  for  a 
large  coal-storage  plant.  The  coal  could  be  landed  in  pockets,  from 
cars  run  on  a  trestle  over  the  pockets,  and  delivered  to  ships  lying 
either  in  the  river  or  the  fresh-water  basin. 

But  it  is  recommended  that  coal  pockets  for  5,000  tons  be  erected  on 
the  site  of  the  present  coal  shed,  and  that  a  tower  be  erected  on  the 
adjacent  wharf;  that  all  coal  used  in  the  yard  be  stored  here,  and  dis- 
tiibuted  to  all  points  as  needed,  by  dump  cars. 

The  water  to  be  had  at  this  yard  is  either  from  driven  wells  in  the 
yard  or  from  the  lake  which  supplies  the  water  used  in  Portsmouth, 
Va.  The  former  is  not  of  good  quality,  and  should  not  be  issued  to 
ships  for  steam  purposes,  nor  in  fact  be  used  in  the  stationary  steam 
boilers  of  the  navy-yard.  The  lake  water,  which  constitutes  Ports- 
mouth's supply,  is  of  much  better  quality,  but  does  not  equal  water 
which  is  obtained  by  artesian  wells  in  Berkeley,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river.  The  Berkeley  water  is  generally  issued  to  ships,  and  is 
conveyed  in  steam  water  boats. 

s.  c. 

The  naval  station  at  Port  Eoyal,  being  the  only  one  between  the 
Chesapeake  and  Key  West,  should  be  made  an  important  coal  depot. 

In  view  of  the  short  life  of  timber  structures  in  the  waters  of  Port 
Eoyal  Bay  and  Harbor,  owing  to  the  destructive  work  of  the  toredo 
worm,  it  is  necessary  to  make  use  of  masonry  or  metal  in  all  piers 
erected  there,  which  makes  the  cost  of  such  structures  very  great. 

The  prevailing  winds  at  Port  Eoyal  are  from  the  south.  It  seems, 
therefore,  undesirable  to  locate  a  coal  plant,  with  its  attendant  dust, 
south  of  the  shops  and  dock. 

The  land  now  being  acquired  north  of  the  area  already  occupied  by 
the  station  affords  the  best  location  for  a  coal  plant.  Wherefore,  the 
board  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  coal  plant,  with  a  masonry  quay  about 
300  feet  long  and  200  feet  wide,  should  be  located  there,  and  that 
pockets  for  15,000  tons  of  coal,  with  the  necessary  machinery  for  its 
handling,  should  be  placed  on  the  pier. 

Another  advantage  this  site  affords  is  that  it  is  just  at  the  southern 
end  of  the  deep  basin  at  the  yard  front,  and  the  dredging  necessary  to 
make  berths  for  a  ship  alongside  would  be  less  than  at  any  other  place. 

Port  Eoyal  is  the  terminus  of  a  railroad  which  located  a  coal-ship- 
ping depot  at  this  point,  but  the  structures  were  all  of  wood,  and  it 
Ab.  98 65 
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became  necessary  to  abandon  them  about  two  years  after  tbey  were 
built. 

If  necessary  the  railroad  could  be  extended  by  means  of  a  bridge 
across  Battery  Creek  and  about  4  miles  of  not  very  heavy  work  to 
reach  the  naval  station. 

PLACES  NOT  NAVAL  STATIONS. 

Having  visited  the  yards  and  stations  embraced  within  the  Depart- 
ment's first  instructions,  the  board  proceeded  to  visit  the  ports  sug- 
gested m  the  communication  of  the  chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment, 
addressed  to  the  board  under  date  of  June  13, 1898. 

PORTLAND,   ME. 

The  first  place  visited  was  Portland,  Me.  This  important  seaport  is 
built  upon  a  promontory,  4  miles  back  from  the  ocean,  between  Pore 
Eiver  and  Back  Gove.  It  is  protected  by  high  land  on  Cape  Elizabeth 
and  on  Gushing  and  Peaks  islands,  but  is  somewhat  exposed  to  attack 
from  seaward  by  a  maritime  enemy  using  the  powerful  and  long-range 
ordnance  of  this  day. 

The  upper  harbor,  which  gives  on  Pore  Eiver,  has  its  best  water 
on  the  north  or  Portland  side.  The  whole  of  this  front  is  occupied  by 
wharves  for  commercial  purposes,  while  the  other  side  has  few  improve- 
ments, on  account  of  shoals  on  that  side  of  the  river. 

Portland  is  the  chief  coaling  center  for  the  Maine  coast,  and  the 
three  largest  coal  dealers,  Messrs.  Eandall  &  McAllister,  Sargent,  Den- 
nison  &  Co.,  and  A.  E.  Wright,  handle  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tons 
per  annum.  The  board  in  pursuit  of  its  inquiries  visited  the  firm  of 
Eandall  &  McAllister,  reputed  to  be  the  largest  dealers  of  coal  in  the 
city,  and  which  now  has  a  contract  with  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  for 
supplying  coal  to  our  men-of-war  calling  at  Portland.  That  firm  alone, 
the  board  was  assured,  handled  382,000  tons  of  coal  last  year,  and 
always  carries  in  stock  from  6,000  to  8,000  tons  of  high-grade  bituminous 
coal. 

The  coal  is  principally  brought  to  Portland  from  the  mines  by  sea, 
but  in  time  of  war  it  can  readily  be  brought  by  rail.  One  of  the  trus- 
tees of  this  firm  invited  the  board  to  look  at  the  wharves  and  plant  of 
the  firm,  which  were  found  to  be  of  modern  construction  and  of  great 
capacity.  The  system  oi  discharging  coal  from  colliers  into  coal  pockets 
and  its  transference  again  to  lighters  for  the  coaling  of  ships  in  the 
harbor  is  very  good,  but  it  lacks  the  chutes  for  shooting  coal  directly 
from  the  pockets  into  vessels  that  may  come  to  the  wharves.  At 
present  hardly  more  than  20  feet  of  water  can  be  had  at  the  end  of 
any  wharf  in  the  city  at  low  tide.  Gonsequently  our  ships  of  war,  espe- 
cially those  of  heavy  draft,  are  obliged  to  coal  from  lighters  or  barges 
sent  alongside.  But  Harbor  Commissioner  Samuel  B.  Kelsey  informed 
the  board  that  the  harbor  is  now  being  dredged  to  a  depth  of  30  feet. 
He  also  said  that  there  was  no  unimproved  property  on  the  city  side 
of  the  harbor  which  could  be  bought  for  coal  storage  by  the  Govern- 
ment, although  improved  water  front  might  be  had  at  large  cost. 

When  the  ships  of  the  North  Atlantic  fleet  called  at  Portland  in  the 
summer  of  1897,  their  requisitions  for  coal  were  filled  by  the  contractor, 
he  said,  as  promptly  as  could  be  desired.  He  also  supplied  fresh  water 
to  the  ships  by  means  of  water  barges  in  an  equally  satisfactory  man- 
ner. The  water  supply  of  Portland  comes  from  Lake  Sebago,  and  is  of 
purest  quality. 
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In  view  of  the  fact  that  Portland  is  but  a  little  more  than  100  miles 
from  the  navy-yard  at  Kittery,  Me.,  where  it  is  proposed  to  establish 
coal  pockets  and  carry  a  large  supply  of  coal  for  naval  use,  and  the  fur- 
ther fact  that  the  local  dealers  of  Portland  are  able  to  furnish  at  least 
5,000  tons  of  coal  on  demand  at  any  moment,  the  board  does  not  recom- 
mend the  establishing  of  a  Government  plant  for  coal  storage  at  that 
port. 

ROCKLAND,  ME. 

The  city  of  Eockland  is  located  on  a  small  bay  opening  into  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  Penobscot  Bay,  near  the  ocean,  and  is  easy  of  access. 

At  low  tide  the  water  near  the  wharves  is  quite  shoal — in  places  it  is 
not  over  4  feet.  Vessels  drawing  20  teet  can  get  no  nearer  than  the 
fifth  of  a  mile  to  the  outermost  wharf.  In  the  outer  part  of  the  harbor 
there  is  ample  depth.  It  ranges  from  5  fathoms  to  10  fathoms  at  low 
water. 

The  board,  upon  its  arrival  at  Eockland,  called  upon  Hon.  A.  W. 
Butler,  mayor  of  the  city,  and  Frederick  E.  Spear,  esq.,  the  largest  coal 
dealer  in  the  place.  Those  gentlemen  put  their  carriages  at  the  use 
and  convenience  of  the  board  and  accompanied  it  in  its  investigation 
of  the  coaling  and  watering  facilities  offered  there,  as  well  as  in  its 
inspection  of  the  sites  which  might  be  suitable  for  coal  depots  for  the 
Government. 

The  usual  supply  of  coal  in  Eockland  is  scant.  Mr.  Spear,  the  larg- 
est dealer,  carries  but  from  200  to  500  tons,  which  is  practically  the 
stock  available  for  vessels  calling  there. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  spending  a  large  sum  of 
money  for  the  improvement  of  Eockland  Harbor,  among  which  improve- 
ments are  the  removal  of  ledges,  dredging  near  the  wharves,  and  the 
construction  of  a>  substantial  breakwater  running  due  south  from 
Jameson's  Point  and  on  a  line  1 J  miles  east  of  the  city. 

This  breakwater,  which  extends  about  700  feet  beyond  the  5-fathom 
line,  already  protects  an  area  of  about  one-half  mile  square  in  which 
the  minimum  depth  of  water  is  24  feet.  When  the  breakwater  is  com- 
pleted another  area  of  almost  equal  extent  will  be  protected  from  the 
strong  northeasterly  gales  and  heavy  seas  which  frequently  prevail 
there.  The  minimum  depth  of  this  outer  area  so  protected  would  be 
about  30  feet  and  the  maximum  depth  about  52  feet.  This  protection 
will  afford  safe  anchorage  for  ships  of  every  class. 

It  was  suggested  that  tracks  might  be  run  along  the  top  of  this  break- 
water, and  that  a  short  coal  pier  and  pockets  might  be  built  near  the 
inner  end,  which  would  permit  ships  of  war  of  the  heaviest  draft  to  go 
alongside  for  coaling  purposes.  The  board  has  no  doubt  of  the  feasi- 
bility of  this  plan ;  but  to  carry  out  this  project  would  require  consid- 
erable heavy  grading  and  the  raising  of  the  top  of  the  breakwater 
about  10  or  12  feet.  This  would  be  very  expensive.  It  would  probably 
cost  more  than  $100,000. 

Owl's  Head,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  on  the  south  side,  forms 
a  small  bay,  protected  from  the  east  to  the  southwest  against  the  pre- 
vailing winds  and  sea,  which  has  at  least  30  feet  of  water  near  the 
shore  that  can  be  reached  by  extending  a  wharf  which  now  juts  a  few 
feet  from  the  shore  to  a  depth  of  about  18  feet  of  water. 

A  wharf  having  a  frontage  of  400  feet  on  the  5-fathom  line  could  be 
built  of  crib  work  resting  on  a  rock  foundation,  and  the  edge  running 
north  and  south  would  not  be  over  200  feet  from  the  present  shore  line. 

A  serious  objection  to  locating  a  coal  depot  at  Owl's  Head,  or  on  the 
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inner  side  of  the  breakwater,  is  the  distance  from  the  terminus  of  the 
Maine  Central  Railroad  at  Rockland,  which  would  require  an  expensive 
railroad  to  be  built  to  connect  the  track  of  the  railroad  with  the  coal 
depot. 

Another  serious  objection  is  the  ease  with  which  a  railroad  could  be 
cut  at  several  points  between  Brunswick  and  Eockland — such  as  at 
Bath  and  Wiscasset. 

iStill  another  objection,  which  applies  equally  to  Eockland  and  East- 
port,  is  the  lack  of  proper  defense  and  the  difficulty  of  providing  suit- 
able defensive  works. 

Ill  view  of  the  above  obstacles  to  the  establishment  of  a  convenient 
coaling  depot  at  Kockland,  the  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  select  this  locality  for  a  Government  coal  depot. 


This  city  is  built  upon  the  southeast  end  of  Moose  Island,  in  the ' 
northeasternmost  waters  of  the  United    States.    It  has  one  of  the 
finest  harbors  in  the  country,  a  good  depth  of  water,  bold  shores,  and 
excellent  holding  ground. 

Immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  board  there,  G-en.  S.  D.  Leavitt, 
mayor  of  the  city,  accompanied  by  Mr.  H.  0.  Bucknam  and  Mr.  J.  D. 
McLaren,  called  upon  its  members  and  tendered  their  services  in  aid  of 
any  examination  it  was  desired  to  make.  Mayor  Leavitt  also  furnished 
a  tug,  by  which  the  entire  party  was  conveyed  back  and  forth  along  the 
shores  of  the  island,  and  thus  the  board  was  given  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  the  different  points  where  a  coal-  depot  might  be 
located. 

Practically  the  entire  water  front  of  Bastport  is  occupied  by  wharves 
and  sardine  factories,  but  the  Government  could  doubtless  readily 
secure  a  site,  400  or  500  feet  in  frontage,  on  deep  water  on  the  northern 
end  of  the  city's  water  front. 

Wharves  600  feet  long,  between  the  street  line  and  the  5-fathom  line, 
could  be  built  upon  such  property  by  means  of  cribs  placed  on  shelves 
of  rock  from  6  to  10  feet  below  the  water  level. 

This  property  at  the  northern  end  so  outlined  lies  at  the  north  end 
of  the  front  of  the  city,  while  the  terminal  of  the  new  railroad  to  East- 
port  lies  at  the  southern  end  of  the  water  front,  and  it  would  be  difficult 
and  expensive  to  continue  the  railroad  to  the  site  just  described. 

Another  improved  wharf  which  lies  nearer  the  railroad  terminal  is 
probably  available,  but  there  is  not  sufficient  frontage  to  make  it 
advantageous  for  a  coal  depot  for  the  use  of  the  Navy. 

Shackford's  Cove,  which  lies  southwest  of  the  city,  about  500  feet  in 
width  and  700  feet  long,  has  very  shoal  water  at  low  tide.  Just  off'  the 
line  joining  the  points  the  water  is  very  good,  having  at  least  5  fathoms 
at  low  tide. 

Mr.  Hiram  Blanchard,  who  owns  property  surrounding  this  cove, 
described  its  natural  features,  and  also  the  waters  off  the  eastern  point. 
He  also  pointed  out  the  location  of  an  old  wharf  which  formerly  stood 
just  off  the  point,  but  which  has  been  carried  away  down  to  a  point 
below  the  water  level. 

The  property  on  this  point,  having  a  frontage  of  about  400  feet  on 
the  5-fathom  line  and  a  water  frontage  of  600  feet  at  right  angles  of 
the  same,  could  be  had  by  the  Government,  it  is  believed,  at  a  moderate 
price.  Being  removed  from  the  crowded  water  front,  it  could  doubtless 
be  purchased  for  less  money  than  the  tract  described  at  the  northern 
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end  of  the  city's  frontage.  It  also  offers  an  ijppoi'tf'i^t  advantage  in 
being  so  located  that  a  branch  of  the  new  Waslfi'ngton  County  Kailroad 
•can  be  easily  and  cheaply  constructed  to  connect  the  railroad  and  the 
coal  depot. 

This  last-mentioned  item  is  regarded  as  of  great  importance,  not 
because  coal  would  be  ordinarily  transported  by  rail  to  the  depot,  but 
for  the  reason  that  in  time  of  war  between  this  country  and  another 
having  a  powerful  navy,  water  transportation  would  be  difflcult,  unsafe, 
and  expensive.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  this  would  be  just  the  time 
when  it  would  be  most  essential  to  keep  the  coal  stores  at  a  maximum, 
even  if  the  railroad  transportation  should  be  so  high  as  to  be  almost 
prohibitive  under  the  normal  conditions  of  peace. 

Broad  Cove,  to  the  west  of  Shackford's  Cove,  is  a  fine,  broad  inden- 
tation, with  bold  water  close  up  to  parts  of  its  shores.  It  makes  an 
excellent  anchorage,  and  ships  of  the  Navy  have  often  anchored  there. 
This  cove  offers  advantages  similar  to  those  to  be  found  at  Shackford's 
Cove,  but  it  would  necessitate  a  longer  railroad  to  connect  the  Wash- 
ington County  Eailroad  with  a  coal  station  located  on  this  cove. 

Campobello  Island,  which  is  British  territory,  lies  east  of  and  near 
Moose  Island,  forming  a  narrow  channel,  which  is  very  shoal  at  low 
water,  but  which  has  a  good  depth  of  water  at  high  tide,  as  the  rise 
and  fall  in  that  locality  is  very  great — not  less,  indeed,  than  18  feet. 

When  under  certain  conditions  of  tide  this  channel  can  not  be  used, 
vessels  have  to  take  the  channel  between  Campobello  and  Deer  islands, 
which  adds  about  13  nautical  miles  to  the  distance  between  Eastport 
and  other  Maine  ports.  But,  besides  being  longer,  this  route  runs  4 
or  5  miles  through  waters  under  exclusive  British  jurisdiction. 

And  while  the  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  Eastport,  from  its  geo- 
graphical position  and  fine  harbor,  possesses  many  advantages  for  the 
site  of  a  naval  coaling  depot,  it  hesitates  to  recommend  its  establish- 
ment there  owing  to  its  proximity  to  British  territory,  the  great  draw- 
back of  frequent  and  prolonged  fogs  which  set  in  there,  together  with 
the  fact  that  the  sailing  distance  from  that  port  to  points  eastward  of 
the  northeastern  Atlantic  coasts  is  not  materially  less  than  from  har- 
bors farther  west,  whose  waters  lie  wholly  within  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  and  which  have  equal,  if  not  superior,  rail  and  water 
facilities. 

PEBNOHMAN'S   EAT. 

.  Although  the  board  had  no  instructions  or  suggestion  to  visit  French- 
man's Bay,  about  90  miles  west  of  Eastport  and  some  55  miles  east 
of  Rockland,  it  concluded  to  do  so  on  its  way  back  from  Eastport  to 
Boston,  especially  as  the  senior  member  could  command  the  use  of  the 
Massachusetts  nautical  training  ship  Enterprise  for  such  purpose  at 
that  port. 

Having  arrived  at  Bar  Harbor,  on  Mount  Desert  Island,  which  forms 
a  part  of  the  western  shores  of  Frenchman's  Bay,  the  board  proceeded 
in  the  steam  cutter  of  the  Enterprise  to  examine  the  shores  and  waters 
at  and  adjacent  to  Mount  Desert  Ferry  in  Sullivan  Harbor  at  the  head 
of  the  bay,  and  the  terminal  of  the  Maine  Central  Eailroad. 

Such  examination  seemed  to  show  conclusively  that  the  railroad  and 
ferry  wharf  occupies  the  best  site  for  a  coal  depot  in  all  that  locality, 
but  the  railroad  ofBcials  whom  the  board  met  suggested  that  a  pier 
and  coal  pockets  could  be  readily  extended  from  the  wharf  without 
injury^-perhaps  to  the  advantage — of  the  railroad  and  ferry  interests  at 
that  point. 


1030  PAPKES  ACCOMPANYING  THE 

The  fresli-water  system  of  the  railroad  at  that  terminal  is  unfailing, 
and  the  defense  of  thKpbite  would  rest  upon  batteries  already  estab- 
lished or  in  contemplation  at  the  lower  part  of  the  bay. 

Coal  for  the  railroad,  bay  steamers,  and  inland  purposes  is  now 
landed  there  from  the  mines  by  water  carriage,  but  in  the  event  of  war 
with  a  strong  maritime  nation  It  could  be  readily  supplied  by  rail  over 
routes  which  would  be  practically  secure  from  the  attacks  of  an  enemy's 
fleet,  a  fact  that  strongly  impressed  itself  upon  the  minds  of  the  board. 

It  has  been  stated  that  ice  sometimes  obstructs  navigation  in  that 
part  of  the  bay,  bat  from  inquiries  made  by  the  board  from  various 
persons  it  would  seem  that  such  occasions  are  exceptional,  and  would 
apply  equally  to  the  waters  of  Boston  and  New  York  harbors  and 
Chesapeake  Bay. 

The  distance  of  Mount  Desert  Perry  from  Bar  Harbor  is  about  8 
miles.  The  channel  is  deep  and  clear,  as  a  glance  on  the  chart  will 
show. 

When  about  ready  to  send  in  its  report,  the  board  received  special 
instructions  from  the  Department  (hereto  appended,  marked  B)  to 
examine  and  report  upon  the  advantages  of  Long  Porcupine  Island,  in 
Frenchman's  Bay,  as  a  coaling  depot. 

Long  Porcupine  is  situated  a  nautical  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Bar 
Harbor  and  some  5J  miles  south  of  Mount  Desert  Ferry.  To  the 
southeast  of  it,  about  a  mile  away,  lies  Iron  Bound  Island,  and  equally 
distant  to  the  southwest  is  Bound  Porcupine.  Both  these  islands  are 
high  and  rocky,  upon  which  effective  defensive  works  could  be  erected. 

Immediately  upon  arrival  at  Bar  Harbor  the  board  put  itself  in  com- 
munication with  Mr.  Thomas  Moran,  the  agent  representing  the  owners 
of  Long  Porcupine,  and  with  whom  some  correspondence  had  been  had. 
He  9it  once  put  a  naphtha  launch  at  the  use  of  the  board,  and,  together 
with  Mr.  Greely,  of  Ellsworth,  accompanied  it  to  point  out  the  general 
features  of  the  island  and  to  give  such  other  information  as  the  board 
might  seek. 

The  entire  shores  of  the  island  were  skirted,  and  soundings  taken  •at 
various  points  of  the  circuit.  This  occupied  the  better  part  of  the  after- 
noon of  the  day. 

The  next  day,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  weather  would  permit,  the 
board  again  visited  the  island  and  examined  it  for  springs  and  surface 
water.  For  such  purpose  the  naphtha  boat  was  furnished  by  Mr. 
Moran,  as  before. 

Careful  examination  of  the  parts  of  the  island  where  springs  were  said 
to  exist  failed  to  show  indications  of  any  considerable  promise  of  water 
there.  Two  small  springs  were  found,  but  it  was  apparent  that  their 
flow  was  not  of  sufficient  volume  to  meet  the  demands  that  a  coal  depot 
would  necessarily  make  upon  them.  The  character  of  the  foundation 
rock  of  the  island  also  indicates  that  artesian  wells  would  probably  have 
to  be  quite  deep  and  tight  to  keep  out  salt  water  and  furnish  in  needed 
quantity  good  fresh  water. 

The  island — almost  solid  rock — is  about  1  mile  long,  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  wide,  and  160  feet  high.  A  dense  growth  of  small  fir  trees  covers 
its  rugged  surface.  Its  eastern  shore — most  of  it  bold  and  precipitous — 
is  much  exposed  to  heavy  seas,  the  heaviest  gales  experienced  in  the 
bay  always  blowing  from  the  southeast.  On  the  other  hand,  the  north- 
western shore  aftbrds  a  good  lee  from  heavy  weather.  That  shore, 
though  broken  and  rocky,  slopes  more  or  less  gently  to  the  water,  accord- 
ing to  locality. 

The  strata  of  rock  forming  the  island  dip  at  an  angle  of  from  10°  to 
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15°  to  tlie  west,  and  the  soundings  on  the  northwestern  side  show  this 
dip  to  be  fairly  uniform,  the  hard  bottom  being  at  a  depth  of  5  fathoms 
from  200  to  300  feet  from  the  shore. 

While  this  island  on  its  northwestern  shore — gale  sheltered  and  with 
surface  sloping  toward  the  waters  of  the  bay — furnishes  good  sites  for 
the  construction  of  the  crib-work  piers  and  sufficient  fairly  good  land 
for  coal  sheds,  it  is  believed  that  the  lacli  of  a  needed  supply  of  fresh 
water  and  of  railroad  connections  constitute  serious  objections  to  the 
establishment  of  a  coal  depot  there,  especially  as  there  are  other  sites 
in  the  bay  which  have  the  advantages  which  Long  Porcupine  lacks  as 
well  as  those  which  it  possesses.  In  the  matter  of  defense,  however,  a 
Government  plant  on  that  island  would  be  as  well  protected  as  any  other 
point  in  the  bay,  the  War  Department  having  recently  mounted  guns 
at  Turtle  Island,  Egg  Eock,  and  Schooner  Head,  about  4  miles  seaward 
from  Long  Porcupine. 

Before  leaving  Bar  Harbor  on  this,  its  second  visit,  the  board  deemed 
it  proper  to  extend  its  investigations  to  other  points  than  those  of  Long 
Porcupine  Island  and  Mount  Desert  Ferry,  in  the  waters  of  French- 
man's Bay. 

In  accordance  with  such  conclusion,  the  board  hired  a  naphtha  gig 
and  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  shores  of  the  bay  from  Bar  Harbor  to 
Salisbury  Cove,  on  Eastern  Bay,  Grabtree  Neck,  on  the  Skillings  Eiver, 
and  Sullivan  Harbor  sides. 

Hull's  Gove,  which  lies  about  half  way  from  Bar  Harbor  to  Salisbury 
Cove,  is  the  proposed  terminus  of  a  projected  railroad  from  Ellsworth 
to  accommodate  the  Bar  Harbor  traffic.  The  topography  of  the  country 
is  such  that  the  road,  when  tailt,  must  run  near  Salisbury  Gove. 

The  present  route  of  railroad  travel  is  by  the  Maine  Gentral  Eailroad 
from  Boston,  via  Bangor  and  Ellsworth,  to  Mount  Desert  Ferry;  thence 
by  steamer  to  Bar  Harbor. 

This  steamer  trip  requires  about  forty  minutes,  and  another  ten  min- 
utes for  changing  passengers  and  baggage  from  cars  to  steamer.  At 
least  half  an  hour  of  this  time  would  be  saved  by  the  projected  road. 
Another  reason  for  this  road  is  the  sometimes  difficulty  and  expense,  in 
severe  winters,  of  maintaining  a  channel  through  the  ice  which  forms, 
more  or  less  thick,  in  Sullivan  Harbor  from  the  railroad  wharf  to  a 
point  about  a  mile  down  the  harbor. 

Salisbury  Gove  is  completely  sheltered  from  the  effects  of  the  heavy 
southeast  gales  which  prevail  in  winter,  as  also  is  that  portion  of  East- 
ern Bay  which  lies  east  of  it.  The  water  along  the  shore  of  this  portion 
of  Frenchman's  Bay  is  from  5  fathoms  to  10  fathoms  deep  at  a  distance 
from  300  to  400  feet  from  the  beach  at  low  tide. 

While  the  board  had  not  the  facilities  for  making  a  thorough  exami- 
nation of  the  many  points  in  Frenchmans  Bay,  it  is  of  the  opinion  that 
if  the  proposed  railroad  to  Hulls  Gove  is  built  the  south  shore  of  East- 
ern Bay  will  afford  a  more  advantageous  site  for  a  naval  coaling  station 
than  any  other  site  examined.  That  part  of  Mount  Desert  Island  is  flat 
and  low,  the  waters  leaving  it  are  bold,  the  anchorage  is  excellent  and 
easily  accessible,  and  an  ample  supply  of  fresh  water  could  be  had 
through  the  means  of  the  fine  water  system  of  the  island. 

Skillings  Eiver  is  too  much  exposed  to  .heavy  southeast  storms,  but 
its-eastern  bank  offers  a  long  stretch  of  fairly  low  land  with  bold  waters 
washing  it. 

Sullivan's  Bay,  on  the  east  side  of  Grabtree  Neck,  has  good  water  up 
to  and  beyond  Mount  Desert  Ferry,  the  terminus  of  the  Maine  Central 
Eailroad,  but  the  water  along  the  neck  is  shoal  most  of  the  way.    Some 
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2  miles  up  the  neck  McNeil's  Point  makes  out  nearly  to  deep  water. 
This  is  the  point  where  the  railroad  company  has  built  its  wharf,  and 
which  the  board  in  this  report  has  already  noted  as  a  good  site  for  a  naval 
coal  depot.  A  pier  about  400  feet  farther  out  than  the  railroad  wharf 
and  of  any  desired  breadth,  parallel  with  the  channel  in  Sullivan's  Har- 
bor, would,  with  the  good  water  supply  close  at  hand,  afford  a  coaling 
plant  from  which  coal  could  be  delivered  directly  on  board  our  ships,  of 
whatever  draft. 

Finally,  as  regards  the  conditions  within  the  waters  of  Frenchman's 
Bay,  the  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  of  the  portions  of  the  bay  exam- 
ined three  points  offer  advantages  as  sites  for  a  naval  coaling  depot 
and  that  the  shore  of  Eastern  Bay  ranks  first.  Mount  Desert  Ferry  sec- 
ond, and  Long  Porcupine  Island  third. 

The  work  of  the  board,  both  at  Eastport  and  Frenchman's  Bay,  was 
seriously  interfered  with  by  rain  and  fog,  which  prevail  to  a  great  extent 
upon  this  coast  during  the  suinmer  months. 

PROVINCETOVfN,  MASS. 

This  notable  harbor,  about  50  miles  east-southeast  from  Boston,  is 
made  by  the  hook  of  Cape  Cod,  which  surrounds  the  bay  on  all  sides 
except  on  the  south.  Easily  accessible,  with  bold  water  and  good  hold- 
ing ground  on  its  southern  part,  it  offers  an  excellent  base  for  naval 
operations  in  time  of  war,  but  it  has  to-day  no  defensive  works  worthy 
of  mention. 

The  town  stands  on  the  northern  shore  of  the  bay.  There  the  water 
is  quite  shoal — so  shoal  that  piers  to  reach  a  depth  of  30  feet  would 
require  to  be  of  very  great  length.  On  the  other  hand,  the  water  on 
the  southern  part  of  the  bay  just  back  of  Wood  End  is  so  bold  that 
piers  of  but  short  length  would  have  to  be  built  to  reach  the  5-fathom 
line. 

Wood  End,  however,  is  not  near  the  railroad,  but  is  at  the  end  of  a 
long,  narrow  spit  which  makes  out  from  the  high  land  west  of  the  town, 
extends  south  and  then  turns  east,  making  the  total  distance  by  land 
from  the  railroad  terminus  to  Wood  End  about  3  miles. 

In  view  of  the  proximity  of  Provincetown  to  Boston  and  the  navy- 
yard  there,  where  coal  can  always  be  readily  had,  together  with  the 
lack  of  defenses  at  Provincetown,  the  cost  of  plant  and  the  expense 
of  its  maintenance,  especially  in  time  of  peace,  the  board  does  not 
recommend  the  location  of  coal  pockets  there.  It  suggests,  however, 
that  coal  hulks  with  proper  hoisting  apparatus  could  be  used  with 
advantage  at  that  point  in  time  of  war. 

NEW  BBDPOKD,  MASS. 

This  southern  seaport  of  Massachusetts,  making  in  from  Buzzard's 
Bay,  lies  at  the  head  of  a  long,  narrow  channel  in  which  there  is  about 
18  feet  of  water,  and  about  3  miles  from  water  having  a  depth  of  4J 
fathoms,  but  it  is  a  large  coal-distributing  point  which  might  be  made 
good  use  of  for  light-draft  vessels  in  case  of  great  necessity. 

The  Philadelphia  and  Eeading  Coal  and  Iron  Company  now  has 
about  60,000  tons  of  coal  stored  there,  and  handles,  in  addition  to  its 
anthracite  business,  about  125,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal  per  year, 
which,  when  stored  in  pockets,  can  be  easily  loaded  into  vessels  draw- 
ing 18  feet  of  water  moored  to  the  side  of  the  wharf. 
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David  Duff  &  Son,  who  have  storage  capacity  in  pockets  for  10,000 
tons  of  coal  and  capacity  in  yard  for  130,000  tons  more,  usually  carry 
a  stock  of  about  12,000  tons. 

Garfield  and  Proctor  have  storage  capacity  for  6,000  tons  and  are 
preparing  plans  to  increase  their  storage  capacity. 

In  view  of  the  fact  of  the  large  private  coal  stores,  distance  of  the 
city  from  deep  water,  distance  of  deep  water  from  railroad  facilities, 
and  the  short  distance  between  New  Bedford  and  New  London,  the 
board  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  establish  a  Govern- 
ment coal  depot  at  New  Bedford. 

In  conclusion,  the  board  recommends  that  the  following  places  be 
provided  with  coal  pockets  of  the  capacities  stated : 

Tons. 

Frenchman's  Bay,  Maine 15,000 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.  (navy-yard) 10,000 

Boston,  Mass.  (navy-yard) 15, 000 

New  London,  Conn,  (naval  station) 25, 000 

New  Yorli,  N.  Y.  (navy-yard) 5,000 

League  Island,  Pa.  (navy-yard) 2,  000  to  5, 000 

Washington,  D.  C.  (navy-yard) 1,  000 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 5, 000 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  (naval  station) 15, 000 

It  also  recommends  that  the  coaling  stations  be  equipped  with  modern 
steam  hoisting  apparatus  aud  that  after  being  hoisted  the  coal  be  depos- 
ited in  pockets,  from  which  it  can  flow  by  gravity  into  cars,  and  that 
the  track  systems  of  the  various  stations  be  extended  to  connect  the 
boiler  plants  and  coal  pockets.  This  arrangement  will  concentrate 
coal  stores,  remove  the  ugly  coal  piles  from  land  which  is  more  valuable 
as  sites  for  shops,  and  in  every  way  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  navy- 
yards. 

Copies  of  correspondence  with  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment, 
marked  P;  a  memorandum  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  marked  G ;  correspondence  with  Hon.  A.  W. 
Butler,  mayor  of  Rockland,  Me.,  marked  H;  correspondence  with  Mr. 
T.  F.  Moran,  of  Bar  Harbor,  Me.,  marked  I;  and  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Henry  C.  Bucknam,  of  East- 
port,  Me.,  marked  J,  are  herewith  appended  to  this  report. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Geo,  E.  Belknap, 
Bear-Admiral,  U.  8.  iV".,  Retired,  President  of  the  Board. 

Allen  V.  Reed, 

Captain  and  Member. 
0.  W.  Parks, 
Civil  Engineer  and  Member. 
Hon.  John  D.  Long, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  BURBATJ  OF  YARDS  AND 

DOCKS. 

Department  of  the  Navy, 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  1,  1898. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  the  Department's 
letter  of  July  11, 1898, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of 
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the  operations  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30, 1898,  accompanied  with  annual  estimates  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1900. 

The  term  of  Rear- Admiral  Edwin  O.  Matthews  as  chief  of  this  Bureau 
expired  on  March  15, 1898. 

The  appointment  of  the  present  chief  of  this  Bureau  dates  from 
April  4,  1898. 

OPERATIONS  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  1897-98. 

NAVY-YARD,    PORTSMOUTH,   N.   H. 

The  expenditures  of  this  yard  have  been  confined  to  keeping  present 
works  in  repair  and  to  the  general  maintenance  of  the  yard  in  matters 
of  transportation,  heating,  lighting,  cleaning  and  clearing  the  yard, 
pay  of  watch  force,  and  incidental  expenses,  aggregating  for  both  of 
the  above  objects  about  $33,000. 

No  works  of  improvement  have  been  carried  on  during  the  year  under 
the  cognizance  of  this  Bureau. 

The  total  expenditures,  including  the  civil  establishment,  have  been 
$39,354.55. 

NAVY-YARD,  BOSTON,  MASS. 

The  total  expenditures  at  this  yard  have  been  $65,326.89.  The  funds 
have  been  applied  to  the  repairs  of  yard  buildings  (the  largest  item), 
and  other  items  include  expenditures  upon  officers'  quarters,  wharves, 
roads,  heating  apparatus,  repairs  to  the  dry  dock,  and  miscellaneous 
repairs,  aggregating  about  $28,000,  while  the  balance  has  been  chiefly 
devoted  to  the  general  maintenance  of  the  yard  in  the  matters  of  pay 
of  watch  force,  water  tax,  heating  and  lighting,  and  maintenance  of 
teams,  etc. 

The  only  objects  of  improvements  carried  on  during  the  year  have 
been  in  slight  extensions  of  the  electrict-light  system. 

The  works  have  been  maintained  in  a  fair  state  of  preservation  and 
met  very  well  the  demands  made  upon  them  during  the  war  of  this 
year. 

NAVAL  STATION,  NEW  LONDON,  CONN. 

The  expenditures  at  this  station  have  been  very  small,  and  have  been 
confined  to  a  few  slight  repairs  to  wharves  and  other  objects  and  the 
care  of  the  property. 

Congress  at  its  last  session  granted  a  right  of  way  through  the  naval 
station,  New  London,  Conn.,  to  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad 
Company,  by  act  approved  March  23, 1898.  By  authority  of  that  act 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  required  to  designate  a  route  of  such 
width,  upon  such  location,  and  upon  such  terms,  through  the  naval 
station  as  he  might  deem  best.  A  location  for  this  road  was  surveyed, 
and  approved  of  by  the  Department  under  date  of  May  28, 1898.  One 
of  the  conditions  upon  which  the  right  of  way  was  granted  was,  that  a 
spur  or  branch  be  built  to  the  wharf  or  other  point  for  coaling  or  othei 
purposes  upon  such  grades  and  location  and  of  such  material  and  con- 
struction as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Navy  Department,  to  be  main- 
tained and  operated  for  freight  transported  or  to  be  transported  upon 
the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  by  the  company. 

In  accordance  with  the  grant  and  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the 
Department,  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  has  entered  upon  the 
work  and  it  is  now  well  advanced.    The  construction  of  this  road,  and 
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the  switch  and  spur  provided,  to  he  conuected  with  the  coaling  station 
to  be  established  here,  will  doubtless  prove  of  great  value  in  connection 
with  the  latter. 

In  the  deficiency  bill,  act  approved  July  7,  1898,  an  appropriation 
was  made  for  the  construction  of  coal-storage  pockets  or  sheds  and 
coal-handling  machinery  at  this  station  amounting  to  $200,000.  Speci- 
fications have  been  prepared  for  this  work  and  invitations  issued  for 
proposals  and  plans,  which  have  been  received  and  contract  has  been 
made  for  the  construction.  The  plans  contemplate  a  storage  capacity 
of  10,000  tons.  The  location  of  the  station  and  the  plans  received  are 
such,  that  these  works  can  be  extended  to  store  an  indefinite  quantity 
of  coal  at  this  point.  The  Naval  Coal  Board,  which  has  recently 
reported  upon  the  matter  of  coaling  stations  upon  the  North  Atlantic 
coast,  recommends  that  provision  be  made  at  this  point  for  storing 
25,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal. 

The  Department,  in  Special  Order  No.  74,  under  date  of  July  1, 
directed  the  transfer  of  enlisted  men  to  ships  and  stations  and  of  the 
stores  to  other  yards,  and  turned  over  the  charge  of  the  station  to  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  a  small  force  of  civilian  employees  to 
be  retained  by  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  to  take  care  of  the 
property. 

NAVY-YAKD,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 

The  expenditures  at  this  yard  during  the  fiscal  year  were  $408,166.27. 
Of  this  sum  there  were  expended  upon  works  of  improvement  com- 
pleted during  the  year  $193,240.07.  Included  in  these  objects  were  the 
causeway  across  the  Wallabout  Channel,  several  sections  of  quay  wall 
in  the  main  yard  and  on  the  cob  dock,  dredging  the  channel,  improve- 
ments in  ordnance  building  No.  13,  and  the  erection  of  latrines. 

Under  appropriation  made  by  Congress  for  national  defense,  a  few 
thousand  dollars  were  expended  in  enlarging  the  facilities  for  the  trans- 
fer of  stores,  extending  the  electric-light  system,  and  the  erection  of  a 
temporary  storehouse  for  provisions  for  ships. 

Of  the  expenditure  of  about  $120,000  for  the  repair  and  preservation 
of  this  yard,  one-half  was  upon  the  yard  buildings. 

This  is  the  most  active  yard  in  the  country,  and  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  make  very  extensive  repairs  to  put  the  buildings  in  good 
condition  for  the  purposes  intended,  and  in  many  of  them  it  has  been 
necessary  to  make  extensive  alterations  and  modifications  to  fit  them 
more  fnlly  for  the  present  needs  of  the  service. 

Another  large*  item  of  expenditure  under  this  head  has  been  about 
$16,000  for  water  and  electric-light  works,  upon  which  very  heavy 
demands  were  made  during  the  early  months  of  the  war.  Other  repairs 
were  of  a  miscellaneous  character. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  repairs  to  timber  dock  No.  3,  for 
which  special  appropriation  was  made  by  Congress,  and  the  occasion 
for  wJiich  was  set  forth  in  the  last  annual  report,  were  well-nigh  com- 
pleted. The  expenditures  on  this  object  during  the  year  have  been 
about  $145,000. 

Since  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  repairs  have  been  practically 
completed,  and  several  of  the  battle  ships  have  been  successfully 
docked  in  it. 

In  the  spring  reports  were  received  from  the  navy-yard  that  the 
entrance  works  of  timber  dock  No.  2  were  in  bad  condition  and  in  need  of 
very  extensive  repairs,  and  it  was  feared  that  it  might  be  in  a  dangerous 
condition.    The  Department  appointed  a  board  of  civil  engineers  to 
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make  a  careful  examination  as  to  the  condition  of  the  dock,  with 
recomniendatioms  for  such  repairs  made  by  such  methods  as  they  deemed 
best,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost.  The  board  rendered  its 
report,  which  was  in  substance  that  the  entrance  works  were  so  far 
deteriorated  as  to  require  renewal,  and,  in  their  opinion,  such  renewal 
should  be  in  concrete  instead  of  in  timber,  as  originally  constructed, 
the  entrance  in  concrete  being  more  stable  and  permanent  than  the 
timber  construction .  The  estim  ate  of  cost  was  $300,000,  which  Con  gress 
appropriated  in  the  deficiency  bill,  July  7, 1898. 

Preparations  have  been  made  for  the  beginning  of  this  work,  but  as 
the  dock  will  be  thrown  entirely  out  of  service  during  the  work  of 
repairs,  it  was  deemed  inadvisable  to  undertake  them  earlier,  because 
of  the  urgent  need  for  the  use  of  this  dock  during  the  war  with  Spain, 
and  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities  it  was  still  important  that  it  be  not 
thrown  out  of  use  until  dry  dock  No.  3  was  again  ready  for  use.  Dry 
dock  No.  3  has  been  put  into  service,  after  being  for  a  long  term  under 
repairs,  and  many  of  the  more  important  vessels  for  foreign  service 
have  been  docked  since  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  It  is  expected  that 
repairs  to  dry  dock  No.  2  will  soon  be  undertaken.  When  repaired  in 
the  manner  proposed,  with  a  substantial  concreter  masonry  entrance, 
and  such  repairs  as  were  found  to  be  necessary  to  the  interior,  the  dock 
will  be  in  good  condition  for  many  years'  service. 

The  general  maintenance  of  the  yard  has  cost  about  $64,000,  and  the 
largest  items  have  been  for  transportation  in  the  yaid,  coal  and  fuel, 
cleaning  and  clearing  the  yard,  water  tax,  and  pay  of  watch  force. 

NAVY- YARD,  LEAGUE  ISLAND,  PA. 

At  the  League  Island  Navy- Yard  the  outlays  of  this  Bureau  amounted 
to  $171,860.59.  Of  this  sum  there  were  applied  to  repairs  and  preser- 
vation $36,008.29;  to  the  general  maintenance,  $22,368.88;  and  to 
works  of  improvement,  $106,896.13. 

The  yard  has  been  kept  in  a  state  of  good  repair,  and  several 
improvements  have  been  prosecuted  under  special  a<ppropriations  by 
Congress,  some  of  them  being  completed.  The  works  include  grading 
and  paving  back  of  the  sea  walls,  a  new  boiler  house  for  steam 
engineering,  a  20-ton  wharf  crane,  two  20-ton  weighing  scales,  and 
lesser  objects. 

A  considerable  expenditure  was  upon  wharves  and  approaches  to 
the  reserve  basin  being  constructed  in  the  back  channel  west  of  Broad 
street,  in  order  to  render  it  better  available  for  use  in  properly  secur- 
ing the  vessels  in  reserve  and  for  convenient  access  to  them. 

The  two  wharves  are  of  wood,  substantially  built,  about  500  feet 
apart  on  the  southern  side  of  the  basin.  A  plank  roadway  was  laid 
along  the  top  of  the  dike  from  Broad  street,  the  main  avenue  of  the 
yard,  to  the  wharf  approaches. 

The  contract  for  an  artesian  well,  water  tower,  storage  tank,  and 
pumping  apparatus  was  completed  in  the  early  part  of  the  present 
calendar  year.  The  works  have  been  in  service  since  that  time  and 
proved  successful. 

Dredging  on  the  Delaware  Eiver  front  was  continued  under  a  special 
appropriation  for  the  purpose,  making  a  depth  of  28  feet  at  mean  low 
water,  and  affording  berths  for  the  larger  vessels  in  the  Navy. 

Under  appropriation  by  Congress  for  dredging  the  fresh- water  basin 
in  the  back  channel  for  vessels  in  reserve,  a  contract  was  entered  into 
at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1897  for  the  construction  of  a  basin  2,400 
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feet  long,  300  feet  wide,  with  a  depth  of  30  feet  at  mean  low  water. 
This  work  has  been  carried  on  successfully  during  the  fiscal  year,  the 
material  dredged  upon  the  site  of  the  basin  being  deposited  upon  the 
yard  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  up  to  grade  large  areas  which  were 
much  below  a  height  necessary  for  the  further  development  of  the  yard. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  work  had  been  about  two-thirds 
completed,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  basin  made  available  for  ships  in 
reserve,  which  was  utilized  for  the  purpose  intended  prior  to  the  out- 
break of  the  war. 

A  further  appropriation  for  this  object  having  been  made  by  the  last 
Congress,  the  basin  will  soon  be  of  proportions  to  accommodate  a  large 
number  of  vessels  in  ordinary. 

The  work  of  dredging,  now  in  progress,  was  contracted  for  at  the 
very  favorable  rate  of  9.9  cents  per  cubic  yard,  deposited  in  the  yard 
for  filling  in. 

NAVY-YARD,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

The  expenditures  at  this  yard  by  this  Bureau  for  all  purposes  have 
been  about  $89,000  during  the  year.  About  $16,000  were  expended 
upon  improvements,  including  dredging  in  front  of  the  yard,  new  roofs 
for  foundry  and  quadrangle  building,  new  scale  house,  new  storehouse 
for  guns,  etc. 

The  expenditures  for  the  new  roofs  and  the  storehouse  for  guns  are 
by  way  of  progress  upon  works  still  incomplete. 

The  repairs  have  been  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  and  devoted 
chiefly  to  keeping  the  yard  buildings  in  good  condition. 

The  general  maintenance  of  the  yard  has  cost  about  $17,000. 

Storehouse  'So.  2  was  damaged  by  fire.  The  cost  of  restoration  was 
$12,813.69,  and  was  paid  from  appropriation  contingent  yards  and 
docks. 

Under  appropriation  of  national  defense  an  expenditure  of  about 
$10,000  was  made,  almost  entirely  for  extension  of  the  electric-light 
plant,  made  necessary  by  the  large  amount  of  work  carried  on  at 
night  during  the  active  preparations  for  war. 

NAVY- YARD,  NORPOLK,  VA. 

There  have  been  expended  at  this  yard  under  the  cognizance  of  this 
Bureau  during  the  past  year  $227,838.67.  About  $130,000  of  this  sum 
have  been  for  yard  improvements,  about  $49,000  for  general  repairs, 
and  about  $38,000  for  the  general  maintenance  expenses. 

The  improvements  completed  during  the  year  include  an  extension 
of  the  quay  wall  between  the  timber  basin  and  marine  railway,  rebuild- 
ing construction  and  repair  blacksmith  shop,  installing  an  engine  and 
pipe  system  for  fire  service,  and  dredging  in  front  of  the  navy-yard. 

The  dredging  has  secured  a  depth  of  30  feet  at  mean  low  water, 
which  has  now  been  attained  in  the  entire  water  front  of  the  yard  and 
over  nearly  the  full  width  of  the  channel. 

Other  works  of  improvement  in  which  progress  has  been  made  are 
repairs  to  timber  dry  dock,  upon  which  about  $21,000  were  expended, 
until  the  appropriation  was  exhausted  in  April  last,  when  work  was 
suspended  awaitingfurther  appropriation  by  Congress ;  paving,  grading, 
sewers,  and  extension  of  quay  wall  north  of  the  timber  basin. 

A  very  considerable  expenditure  has  been  made  for  repairs  upon  the 
yard  buildings,  and  moderate  sums  upon  wharves  and  landings,  roads, 
heating  apparatus,  railroad  tracks,  water  and  electric  works,  etc. 
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The  yard  is  in  a  very  good  state  of  repair,  autt  met  the  demands 
made  upon  it  during  the  emergency  of  the  latter  part  of  the  year  in  a 
very  efficient  manner. 

The  electric-light  system  has  been  kept  in  good  repair  and  extended 
into  all  the  workshops  of  the  yard  for  night  work ;  also  along  the  water 
front,  where  lights  have  been  furnished  to  all  ships  under  repair  at  the 
wharves  and  in  dry  dock. 

The  demand  for  light  in  the  shops  and  upon  wharves  has  been  so 
great  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  properly  light  the  streets,  but  this 
defect  will  be  supplied  by  an  appropriation  made  by  the  last  Congress 
for  an  extension  of  the  system. 

The  gen'eral  maintenance  of  the  yard  has  been  for  the  usual  items 
under  that  object,  and  has  been  exceptionally  large  in  the  matter  of 
the  pay  of  the  watchmen,  which  has  consumed  one-third  of  the  total, 
or  $12,533. 

A  provision  in  the  last  naval  act  authorized  and  directed  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  cause  to  be  commenced,  and  the  Attoruey- General 
to  carry  on,  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  a  tract  of  land  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  a  wet  dock,  and  for  other  purposes,  known  as 
the  Cedar  Grove  property,  containing  60  acres  lying  immediately  oppo- 
site the  Gosport  Navy- Yard,  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  In  accordance 
with  this  law  proceedings  were  commenced  and  carried  on,  and  the 
commissioners  for  the  condemnation  of  the  land  have  rendered  their 
report,  wherein  they  fix  the  compensation  for  the  property  at  $145,687.50, , 
which  is  based  on  a  valuation  of  the  premises  at  $87.50  per  foot  front. 
As  the  United  States  attorney  states  in  his  report  to  the  Attorney- 
General  that  there  is  some  doubt  as  to  the  exact  length  of  the  frontage, 
a  careful  survey  is  now  being  made  with  a  view  to  an  exact  determina- 
tion of  such  length,  whereby  to  fix  the  amount  of  the  compensation  to 
be  paid  for  the  land. 

NAVAL  STATION,  PORT  ROTAL,  S.  C. 

The  expenditures  at  this  station  for  all  objects  under  this  Bureau 
amount  to  $51,654.78.  Of  this  sum  about  $32,000  were  for  improve- 
ments, the  remainder  being  for  repairs,  general  maintenance^  and  civU 
establishment. 

Two  or  three  small  objects  of  improvement  were  completed  and  pro- 
gress was  made  upon  the  construction  and  repair  shop,  artesian  well, 
and  dredging  in  the  channel  opposite  the  station. 

The  construction  and  repair  shop  was  nearly  completed  at  the  end  of 
the  fiscal  year,  but  has  been  entirely  finished  since,  and  tools  installed 
ready  for  use. 

The  artesian  well,  which  has  been  in  progress  for  a  considerable  time, 
had  attained  a  depth  of  1,500  feet  at  the  end  of  the  year,  with  small 
promise  of  success. 

The  dredging  operations  in  the  channel  were  commenced  in  March, 
1898,  and  have  progressed  slowly  since.  The  material  encountered  is 
very  hard  and  difficult  to  excavate.  Sufficient  has  been  done,  however, 
to  afford  a  safe  berth  for  the  largest  vessels  of  the  Navy  at  all  stages  of 
the  tide  at  the  station  wharf. 

By  authority  of  Congress  several  tracts  of  land  contiguous  to  the 
station  have  been  condemned  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  last  Congress  made  an  appropriation  of  $20,325.50,  in  addition 
to  the  amount  previously  appropriated,  for  the  purchase  of  the  said 
land. 

Title  has  not  yet  been  taken,  pending  the  completion  of  the  investi- 
gation as  to  the  validity  of  the  same. 
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The  repairs  at  the  station  have  been  of  a  miscellaneous  character 
and  aggregated  about  $9,500,  of  which  about  $4,800  were  upon  the  dry 
dock. 

The  maintenance  of  the  yard  has  cost  about  $5,000. 

NAVAL  STATION,  KEY  WEST,  FLA. 

The  expenditures  at  this  station  have  been  of  moderate  extent,  being 
a  total  of  $12,672.45. 

A  modern  steel  shop  for  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering  was  con- 
tracted for  and  work  commenced  near  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

It  was  decided  by  the  Department,  in  view  of  making  Key  West  a 
naval  base  in  the  war  with  Spain,  to  provide  at  this  point  a  coaling 
station  of  large  capacity  for  storage,  and  with  convenient  facilities  for 
the  receipt  of  coal  and  for  its  delivery.  A  contract  for  the  coal  sheds 
and  pier  was  made  with  the  Union  Bridge  Company,  and  work  was 
commenced  just  prior  to  the  close  of  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  but  up 
to  its  close  little  work  had  been  done  upon  the  ground. 

A  contract  was  also  made  with  the  Brown  Hoisting  and  Conveying 
Machine  Company  for  modern  coal-handling  machinery,  which  is  to  be 
installed  in  connection  with  the  work. 

This  plant  is  to  house  15,000  tons,  making  the  entire  storing  capacity 
of  the  station  22,000  tons. 

This  was  a  very  busy  station  just  prior  to  and  during  the  war  with 
Spain,  and  its  capacity  has  been  taxed  to  the  utmost  in  every  way — in 
room  for  the  storage  for  supplies  for  ships,  in  facilities  for  repairs  to 
vessels,  in  storage  for  coal,  in  convenience  for  handling  the  same,  and 
in  wharfage. 

33ET  TORTUGAS. 

When  the  war  with  Spain  was  imminent  and  the  vessels  of  the  Navy 
began  to  assemble  at  Key  West,  it  was  decided  by  the  Department  to 
increase  the  facilities  for  coaling  vessels  at  Key  West,  where  a  small 
plant  already  existed,  and  to  establish  a  coaling  station  at  Fort  Jeffer- 
son, Dry  Tortugas,  Fla.  Plans  were  projected  with  a  view  to  storing  at 
this  point  a  supply  of  20,000  tons  of  coal,  with  the  necessary  appliances 
for  receiving  it  and  delivering  it  to  the  vessels  of  the  I>ravy.  They  were 
prepared  in  haste,  and  included  two  steel  coaling  piers  and  two  groups  of 
coal-storage  houses,  one  upon  a  point  of  land  outside  the  fort  upon  the 
northeast,  and  another  upon  a  similar  projection  of  land  at  the  south- 
east. On  account  of  the  situation,  isolated  irom  the  mainland,  and  the 
fact  that  the  waters  are  infested  with  the  marine  worm,  it  was  decided 
to  pat  up  structures  which  would  be  durable  in  character,  necessitating 
few  repairs,  and  of  the  most  modern  design  with  respect  to  dispatch  of 
work  in  handling  coal,  and  economy.  The  sheds  were  to  be  entirely 
of  steel  and  the  piers  were  to  be  of  steel,  including  the  piles,  the  only 
timber  in  the  construction  being  the  wharf  decking. 

Contracts  for  these  works  were  made  with  the  Union  Bridge  Com- 
pany of  ISTew  York  and  the  Brown  Hoisting  and  Conveying  Machine 
Company  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  upon  the  6th  of  April  last,  aggregating 
in  cost  about  $425,000.  These  works  were  undertaken  at  once,  and, 
although  much  work  had  been  done  upon  the  structures  in  the  shops  in 
the  North,  but  little  had  been  done  upon  the  site  of  the  works  at  Dry 
Tortugas.up  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  contract  with  the  Union  Bridge  Company  is  for  the  piers  and 
sheds,  and  that  with  the  Brown  Hoisting  and  Conveying  Machine  Com- 
pany for  the  machinery  for  handling  coal.    The  works,  as  contracted 
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for,  provide  for  receiving  and  storing  coal  in  the  sheds  by  machinery, 
and  for  its  removal  from  the  sheds  and  delivery  to  vessels  or  floats  at 
the  pier  in  the  same  manner. 

The  old  method  of  storing  and  delivering  coal  to  vessels,  as  prac- 
ticed at  the  Key  West  Naval  Station,  was  costing  the  Government  more 
than  $1  per  ton,  but  it  is  expected  that  under  the  new  system  the  coal 
will  be  received  and  delivered  again  to  vessels  at  a  total  cost  of  a  few 
cents  per  ton — probably  not  more  than  6. 

The  island  upon  which  the  fort  is  situated  is  under  the  control  of  the 
War  Department,  but  sufflcient  space  for  the  construction  of  this  plant 
has  been  granted  to  the  JSTavy  Department.  It  is  expected  that  it  will 
be  completed  in  a  short  time,  and  will  prove  to  be  very  successful  in 
every  respect  and  economical  in  maintenance  and  operation. 

The  channel  of  the  harbor  at  Dry  Tortugas  was  not  of  suflScient  depth 
and  width  for  free  navigation  for  the  largest  vessels  of  the  Navy,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  improve  it  by  dredging  to  a  uniform  depth  of  30 
feet  at  mean  low  tide,  with  a  minimum  width  of  300  feet  upon  the  bot- 
tom. The  amount  of  material  necessary  to  be  removed  to  thus  improve 
the  channel  was  about  330,000  cubic  yards,  and  a  contract  was  entered 
into  for  this  work  with  the  Alabama  Dredging  and  Jetty  Company, 
under  date  of  March  29, 1S98.  The  work  was  commenced  soon  after, 
but  a  portion  of  the  material  encountered  was  harder  and  more  difficult 
of  removal  than  expected,  and  not  much  of  the  work  had  been  completed 
up  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

NAVY- YARD,   PENSACOLA,  FLA. 

The  expenditures  at  this  yard  were  about  $30,000,  about  $12,000  of 
which  were  for  repairs.  This  latter  sum  was  applied  chiefly  to  repairs 
to  buildings,  quarters,  roads,  railroad  tracks,  water  supply,  etc.  An 
equal  amount  was  expended  for  general  maintenance  of  the  yard,  about 
$5,700  of  which  was  for  the  pay  of  the  watchmen. 

No  works  of  improvement  appropriated  for  by  Congress  were  prose- 
cuted during  the  year. 

ALGIERS,  LA. 

The  Government  owns  a  naval  reservation  at  Algiers,  upon  the  west 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  River,  opposite  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  of  66 
acres  extent.  No  improvements  exist  at  this  point  and  it  has  not  been 
used  for  any  purpose,  dating  back  to  a  period  soon  after  the  close  of 
the  civil  war.  The  construction  of  a  dry  dock  at  this  point  has  been 
in  contemplation  by  Congress  for  several  years,  and  under  its  authority 
the  area  of  the  station  was  increased  by  the  purchase  of  additional 
land,  with  this  object  in  view.  At  its  last  session  Congress  made  an 
appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a  steel  floating  dry  dock,  of 
domestic  manufacture,  to  be  located  at  this  point,  at  a  cost  not  to 
exceed  $850,000.  A  study  has  been  made  of  the  physical  conditions 
existing  at  the  site  of  the  naval  reservation,  and  specifications  have 
been  prepared  as  a  preliminary  guide  in  the  preparation  of  plans  to 
meet  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the  act  of  Congress  and  those  deemed 
important  by  the  Bureau  in  a  structure  of  this  class.  Advertisement 
has  been  made  calling  for  plans  in  accordance  with  the  specifications 
and  proposals  for  the  construction,  which  will  be  opened  in  a  few  weeks. 

NAVY-YARD,  MARE   ISLAND,  CAL. 

Large  expenditures  were  made  at  this  yard  during  the  fiscal  year, 
amounting  to  about  $402,000. 
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Under  the  head  of  improvements  the  extension  of  the  quay  wall,  in 
progress  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1897,  was  completed 
soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Various  works  of  improvement  not  completed  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year  were  carried  on,  particularly  the  shipfltter's  shed  and  extension 
of  the  quay  wall,  authorized  by  act  of  March  3, 1897,  dredging  in  front  of 
the  navy-yard,  and  for  a  channel  in  Mare  Island  Strait,  under  the  same 
act,  at  a  cost  during  the  year  of  nearly  $141,000  for  the  latter. 

The  work  of  dredging  was  begun  in  September,  1897.  The  channel, 
28  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  has  been  made  from  the  yard  to  the 
deep  water  in  front  of  the  magazine.  It  is  400  feet  wide  for  a  distance 
of  5,600  feet,  and  the  remainder,  to  the  magazine,  is  of  a  width  of  250 
feet.  The  dredging  of  the  channel  in  front  of  the  yard  has  covered  an 
area  of  about  1,500  feet  by  400  feet.  The  total  excavation  up  to  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year  has  been  about  1,150,000  cubic  yards. 

The  material  excavated  is  being  deposited  on  the  low  tule  land  on 
the  island. 

This  dredging  was  authorized  by  Congress  with  a  view  to  providing 
a  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  naval  purposes  in  front  of  the  yard,  and 
thence  through  Mare  Island  Strait  to  the  bar  at  its  mouth. 

On  the  night  of  March  30, 1898,  at  11.40  p.  m.,  there  was  an  earth- 
quake at  the  yard  which  lasted  forty  seconds.  The  damage  done  to  the 
buildings  of  the  yard  was  very  great. 

The  cost  to  repair  and  reconstruct  buildings  and  property  was  esti- 
mated at  $350,000.  An  appropriation  for  that  sum  was  made  by  Con- 
gress for  the  purpose,  to  be  immediately  available,  and  steps  were 
taken  to  make  such  temporary  repairs  as  were  necessary,  the  perma- 
nent repairs  to  follow. 

The  twelve  officers'  quarters  were  found,  by  a  board  of  officers  and 
experts  called  in  from  outside,  to  be  so  badly  damaged  as  to  be  unsafe 
for  occupation.  They  were  condemned  and  entirely  new  quarters  are 
to  be  constructed  in  lieu  of  them ;  the  new  quarters  to  be  built  of  wood, 
however,  rather  thanbrick,  which  was  the  material  of  construction  in 
those  destroyed. 

The  construction  and  repair  sawmill  was  entirely  destroyed,  the 
collapse  of  the  building  being  complete. 

A  large  chimney  of  the  construction  and  repair  shops  was  so  badly 
cracked  and  shattered  that  it  had  to  be  torn  down  60  feet  from  the  top 
and  a  temporary  shaft  built  up  from  this  point,  the  entire  chimney  to 
be  replaced  ultimately  with  a  new  one.  Other  buildings  were  injured 
more  or  less,  in  some  cases  portions  of  the  walls  falling,  in  others  the 
injuries  being  slight. 

Under  appropriation  for  repairs  and  preservation,  there  have  been 
expended  at  this  yard  during  the  year  nearly  $73,000,  of  which  about 
$34,000  were  upon  the  yard  buildings,  $10,000  upon  officers'  quarters, 
about  $13,000  upon  waterworks,  which  included  the  laying  of  a  new 
main  6  inches  in  diameter  across  Mare  Island  Strait,  to  connect  the 
Yallejo  water  system  with  the  navy-yard,  and  about  $11,000  for  miscel- 
laneous repairs. 

The  general  maintenance  of  the  yard  cost  $59,000,  the  principal  items 
being  for  maintenance  of  teams,  about  $8,600;  fuel  and  electric  light, 
about  $18,000;  cleaning  and  clearing  the  yard,  about  $7,300,  and  water 
tolls  and  ferriage,  $10,000. 
Ab.  98 66 
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NAVAL  STATION,  PUGBT  SOUND,  WASH. 

The  total  expenditures  at  this  station  reached  $108,345.27  during  the 
year.  The  improvements  aggregated  a  cost  of  about  $85,000,  the  prin- 
cipal objects  being  for  the  construction  and  repair  shop  and  general 
storehouse,  also  grading  and  clearing  the  station. 

The  construction  and  repair  shop  and  the  storehouse  were  very  neai- 
completion  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  are  now  ready  for  occupa- 
tion and  use. 

The  repairs  to  the  station  cost  about  $13,500,  and  are  of  a  miscella- 
neous character. 

The  general  maintenance  of  the  yard  has  cost  about  $7,000. 

NAVAL  HOME. 

The  Department,  under  date  of  March  19, 1898,  issued  an  order  trans- 
ferring the  personnel  of  the  naval  home  and  its  administration  from 
the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation.  The 
buildings  and  grounds,  however,  were  reserved  from  this  transfer  and 
remain  under  the  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

REPAIRS  AND  PRESERVATION. 

The  expenditures  at  all  the  navy-yards  and  stations  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  under  this  head  reached  a  total  of  $392,570.32.  The  char- 
acter and  extent  of  the  more  important  of  these  expenditures  have  been 
indicated  in  the  reports  under  the  various  navy- yards  and  stations,  and 
therefore  require  no  particular  mention  under  this  head. 

GENERAL  MAINTENANCE. 

The  expenses  under  the  appropriation  for  the  general  maintenance 
of  the  navy-yards  reached  the  sum  of  $280,641.33,  and  are  made  up  of 
the  various  outlays  incident  to  the  maintenance  of  the  yards  and 
stations.  They  are  particularly  referred  to  in  the  preceding  reports  of 
expenditures  at  the  various  yards. 

Summary  oj  expenditures,  1897-98. 

Improvements $832,378.73 

Repairs  and  preservation 537,  570. 32 

General  maintenance 280,761.47 

Contingent 15,580.17 

Civil  establishment  at  yards  and  stations 65,151.66 

National  defense 40,  712.75 

Total 1,772,155.10 

CONTINGENT,  YARDS  AND  DOCKS. 

The  appropriation  for  contingent  expenses  of  the  Bureau  for  the  last 
fiscal  year  was  $20,000.  Of  this,  about  $15,000  have  been  expended, 
nearly  all  of  it,  or  $12,152.01,  for  repairing  damages  to  building  No.  2 
at  the  Washington  Navy-Yard,  which  resulted  from  the  fire  referred 
to  in  a  previous  part  of  this  report.  This  appropriation  is  only  for 
expenses  of  a  character  unforeseen  and  not  provided  for  in  the  regular 
appropriations,  and  any  balance  after  providing  for  such  is  allowed  to 
revert  to  the  Treasury. 

DRY  DOCKS. 

The  dry  docks  provided  for  just  previous  to  the  close  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress  included  four  timber  dry  docks  and  one  steel 
floating  dock. 
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With  reference  to  the  four  timber  docks,  the  law  fixes  the  locations 
as  follows :  One  at  the  navy-yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ;  one  at  the  navy- 
yard,  Boston,  Mass.;  one  at  the  navy-yard.  League  Island,  Pa.;  one  at 
the  navy-yard.  Mare  Island,  Oal. 

With  this  provision,  however,  was  coupled  the  condition  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  authorized  in  his  discretion  to  build  one  ot 
said  docks  of  granite,  or  concrete  faced  with  granite,  and,  in  such  case, 
extending  the  limit  of  cost  for  said  dock  $200,000  in  excess  of  the 
$825,000  placed  as  a  limit  of  cost  upon  each  timber  dry  dock.  In  the 
exercise  of  this  discretion  you  decided  that  the  dry  dock,  at  the  Boston 
Kavy-Yard  should  be  built  of  granite,  or  concrete  faced  with  granite. 
Upon  the  passage  of  the  act,  the  preparation  of  plans  for  these  docks 
was  taken  in  hand  as  soon  as  a  force  could  be  organized  for  the  purpose ; 
boards  have  been  appointed  at  some  of  the  yards  to  recommend  locations 
for  them,  and,  where  necessary,  examinations  of  the  physical  conditions 
existing  at  the  sites  have  been  made  or  are  being  made  by  means  of 
surveys,  examinations,  and  borings.  Plans  and  specifications  for  the 
Boston  dry  dock  will  soon  be  issued  and  bids  invited  for  its  construc- 
tion. Plans  and  specifications  and  invitations  for  bids  in  the  cases  of 
the  other  docks  will  closely  follow  that  of  Boston. 

As  stated  in  a  previous  part  of  this  report,  invitations  for  bids  for 
the  steel  floating  dock  to  be  located  at  Algiers,  La.,  have  already  been 
issued.  Since  the  advertisement  of  this  work  the  Bureau  has  been 
asked  whether  bids  would  be  entertained  from  foreign  bidders,  and,  in 
response  to  repeated  requests  upon  this  point,  it  has  decided  that  the 
language  of  the  act  which  provides  for  the  construction  of  a  steel  float- 
ing dock  of  domestic  manufacture  intends  that  it  shall  be  of  domestic 
manufacture,  both  in  respect  of  the  materials  entering  into  it  and  of 
all  labor  and  services  of  whatever  character  in  connection  with  it,  and 
persons  and  firms  making  such  inquiries  have  been  so  informed. 

Appropriation  was  made  by  Congress  for  two  floating  dry  docks  for 
use  on  the  Gulf  coast,  at  a  limit  of  cost  to  $250,000  for  both.  One  float- 
ing dock,  of  about  2,400  gross  tons  capacity,  was  purchased  under 
authority  of  this  act  for  transfer  to  the  South,  but  as  the  prospect  of 
peace  soon  followed,  the  purchase  of  a  second  was  not  made,  and  one- 
half  the  appropriation  of  $250,000  will  be  allowed  to  revert  to  the 
Treasury. 

The  Grulf  coast  has  not  had  for  many  years  upon  its  shores,  or  waters 
tributary  to  it,  a  naval  dry  dock  of  any  kind.  The  subject  of  the  loca- 
tion and  construction  of  one  upon  these  waters  has  often  been  brought 
to  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  several  boards  have  been  appointed 
to  make  a  study  of  the  subject  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  the 
point  best  adapted  for  the  location  of  a  dock  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
service  in  this  section.  No  legislation  had  gone  so  far  as  to  provide 
for  such  an  appliance  until,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  appropria- 
tion was  made  for  the  construction  of  a  floating  dock  at  Algiers,  as 
above  referred  to,  and  for  the  purchase  of  the  two  small  docks  above 
mentioned.  The  latter  were  to  be  of  a  size  to  accommodate  only  a  part 
of  the  Navy,  while  the  first,  although  a  large  floating  dock  of  the 
greatest  capacity,  is  to  be  established  at  New  Orleans,  100  miles  above 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver. 

The  experiences  of  the  last  war  have  shown  the  importance  of  having 
docking  facilities,  not  only  for  small  vessels  but  for  the  battle  ships, 
upon  waters  near  Key  West,  which  was  then,  and  may  be  in  the  future, 
an  important  base  of  naval  operations,  and  adequate  docking  facilities 
should  be  provided  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Key  West  and  Dry 
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Tortugas,  which  points  have  been  pronounced  by  able  strategists  to  be 
the  key  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  naval  establishment  upon  the  Gulf 
coast  will  be  deficient  in  this  most  essential  particular  until  the  best 
docking  facilities  are  so  provided,  and  it  is  considered  of  the  highest 
importance  that  careful  study  be  given  to  the  subject  to  determine  some 
point  at  which  they  shall  be  permanently  established. 

Had  the  war  with  Spain  continued  many  months  more  the  absence 
of  docking  facilities  in  these  waters  would  have  been  most  seriously 
felt,  and  the  failure  to  possess  such  might,  in  a  more  prolonged  war, 
seriously  affect  nts  fortunes. 

The  docking  facilities  of  our  Navy,  notwithstanding  those  recently 
provided  for  by  Congress,  will  be  only  moderate  in  extent,  and  with  a 
very  extensive  coast  line  it  should  be  the  policy  to  establish  at  several 
of  the  most  important  waters  ample  provisions  for  handling  a  large 
fleet  for  repairs  with  great  expedition. 

United  States  naval  dry  docks. 


Character. 

Station. 

Material  of  construction. 

Length 

^°^ 
floor. 

Width  of 
entrance 
at  coping. 

Depth 

over  Bill 

at  mean 

high 

water. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

TVood   

M.  In. 
350      0 
367      5i 
338      3 
459    10 
626      8 
459    10 
302      9 
459    10 
459      0 
459      0 
618      6 

Ft.  In. 
90    0 
60    0 
66    0 
85    0 

105    25 
85    0 
60    0 
85    0 
97     0 
80    6| 
92    7| 

Ft.In. 
25      0 

Graving 

24    10 

New  York,  N.  Y 

.do    

25      3 

Do 

do 

Wood . 

25      6 

Do     ..     . 

do 

do 

29      0 

Do 

.do             

25      6 

Do 

Norfolk,  Va 

25      0 

Do 

do       

Wood 

25      6 

Do 

Port  Eoyal,  S  C 

do. 

26      0 

Do 

Mare  Island ,  Cal 

Puget  Sound, Wash... 

27      6 

Do 

Wood  hody, masonry  entran  ce 

30      0 

A  table  accompanies  this  report  showing  how  meager  are  the  accom- 
modations we  now  possess  ia  this  respect.  The  small  showing  we 
make  in  this  vital  part  of  our  service  is  only  the  more  marked  when 
compared  with  what  other  naval  powers  of  the  world  have  found 
necessary. 

The  expenditures  for  dry  docks  will  be  large  in  the  next  two  years, 
but  the  Bureau  can  not  fail  to  ask  a  continuation  of  a  liberal  policy  in 
this  particular  until  the  country  is  well  fitted  for  handling  its  fleets  in 
the  dockyards  without  vessels  being  compelled  to  perform  long  sea 
voyages  to  reach  the  docking  ports.  To  eftect  this  will  involve  the 
construction  of  many  more  dry  docks,  but  there  is  no  alternative  in  an 
efficient  and  strong  navy. 

The  present  estimates  carry  only  one  new  dry  dock,  that  for  the  Nor- 
folk Navy-Yard,  elsewhere  mentioned,  and  it  is  requested  that  it  be 
appropriated  for,  the  cost  of  which  will  extend  over  a  period  of  three 
years  and  not  add  greatly  to  the  yearly  expenses. 

These  public  works  are  large  in  first  cost,  but  when  designed  of  per- 
manent materials  and  well  built  they  become  lasting  improvements  of 
the  highest  value  to  the  service  and  entail  a  very  moderate  percentage 
for  maintenance, 

HOUSING  TORPEDO   BOATS. 

Congress  having  appropriated  the  sum  of  $200,000  for  housing  tor- 
pedo boats  at  some  navy-yard  or  station,  you  constituted  a  board  com- 
posed of  the  chiefs  of  the  Bureaus  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Ordnance,  and 
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Construction  and  Kepair  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  best  location 
for  sucli  a  plant.  After  a  careful  study  of  the  subject  the  board  recom- 
mended that  the  Boston  Navy-Yard  be  designated  by  you  as  the  point 
at  which  provision  should  be  made  for  hauling  out  and  housing  torpedo 
boats,  which  has  been  done. 

In  accordance  with  your  direction,  steps  are  being  taken  to  perfect  a 
plan  and  specifications  for  such  work,  preparatory  to  advertisement  for 
l)roposals,  keeping  in  view  your  direction  to  exercise  economy  in  the 
work,  and  having  in  prospect  the  establishment  of  another  station 
at  some  other  point  under  the  balance  remaining,  or  such  balance 
supplemented  by  further  appropriations. 

It  is  proposed  to  locate  the  plant  in  the  northern  part  of  the  navy- 
yard,  at  the  site  of  the  present  timber  basin. 

COALING  STATION  AT  SAMOA. 

By  act  approved  March  2, 1889,  Congress  appropriated  the  sum  of 
$100,000  for  establishing  a  station  for  coaling  supplies  for  the  naval 
and  commercial  marine  of  the  United  States  at  Pago  Pago,  island  of 
Tutuilla,  Samoa.  By  act  approved  April  4, 1890,  and  before  any  steps 
had  been  taken  toward  the  construction  of  such  a  station.  Congress 
authorized  the  j^ayment  from  this  appropriation  of  the  expenses  incurred 
in  the  purchase,  shipment,  and  discharge  of  coal  for  the  naval  station, 
Pago  Pago,  Samoa,  of  $36,041.87.  This  left  available  for  the  station 
the  sum  of  $63,958.13. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  matured  for  a  coaling  pier  to  be  con- 
structed at  this  point,  advertisements  for  which  were  issued  on  October 
22, 1892.  The  lowest  bid  received  for  the  work  was  $71,700,  which,  being 
in  excess  of  the  balance  of  the  appropriation,  could  not  be  accepted. 

The  question  of  whether  funds  appropriated  in  the  sundry  civil  appro- 
priation act  of  August  5,  1892,  $250,000,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  for  providing  naval  and  coaling  stations, 
could  be  used  to  supplement  the  balance  mentioned,  was  submitted  to 
the  Attorney-General  for  his  decision,  which  was  favorable,  but  no 
further  steps  were  taken  toward  the  construction  of  coaling  facilities, 
although  certain  tracts  of  land  at  Swimming  Point,  in  the  harbor  of 
Pago  Pago,  were  purchased  by  the  Government  for  the  purposes  of 
such  a  station,  and  title  was  acquired  to  several  acres  of  land  at  this 
advantageous  site.  The  cost  of  the  purchase  of  this  land  and  sundry 
incidental  expenses  reduced  the  available  balance  to  $56,980.33. 

Congress  at  it  last  session,  in  act  of  July  7, 1«98,  made  an  appropria- 
tion of  $250,000  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  depots  for  coal  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Under  this  appropriation  and  the  balance 
of  appropriation  act  of  March  2,  1889,  above  referred  to,  steps  have 
been  taken  toward  the  construction  upon  the  United  States  property 
of  a  steel  pier  and  coal  sheds  and  other  improvements,  to  provide  facili- 
ties for  storing  and  handling  5,000  tons  of  coal  and  other  supplies  for 
the  Navy,  by  the  joint  action,  under  your  authority,  of  the  Bureaus  of 
Equipment  and  Yards  and  Docks.  Plans  and  specifications  were  pre- 
pared in  this  Bureau,  a  civil  engineer  was  detailed  as  superintendent  of 
construction,  and  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  has  made  a  contract  for 
the  works,  which,  at  this  writing,  are  being  prepared  for  shipment  from 
this  country. 

The  accompanying  chart  of  the  harbor  of  Pago  Pago  shows,  in  color, 
the  lands  at  Swimming  and  Observatory  points  purchased  by  this 
Government  as  the  site  for  a  coaling  station,  and  which  are  about  15 
acres  in  extent. 
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NAVAL  STATION,   SAN  JUAN,   PORTO   BICO. 

Since  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  come  into  possession  of  Porto  Eico,  and  in  the  port  of  San  Juan 
a  naval  arsenal,  which  is  located  on  the  northwest  shore  of  the  bay, 
containing  about  4^  acres. 

This  arsenal  was  founded  in  the  year  1800.  Works  have  been  added 
from  time  to  time,  and  approaches  to  it  were  built  in  1847.  It  contains 
a  number  of  buildings  and  three  small  piers,  two  of  which  are  of  wood 
and  one  of  stone.    It  has  two  quarters  and  offices. 

The  station  has  been  used  chiefly  as  a  base  of  supplies  for  coal, 
provisions,  etc.  The  buildings  generally  are  in  poor  and  unsanitary 
condition.  The  total  valuation  of  the  buildings  and  grounds  is  about 
$100,000,  of  which  $80,000  represent  the  value  of  the  buildings  and 
piers  and  $20,000  the  value  of  the  ground. 

A  plan  accompanies  this  report  showing  the  harbor  and  situation  of 
the  arsenal;  also  a  plan  of  the  arsenal  grounds. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  make  use  Of  this  property  as  a  naval  sta- 
tion. An  officer  has  been  detailed  to  its  command,  and  subordinate  offi- 
cers have  been  detailed  to  duty  there  preliminary  to  its  being  availed 
of  for  the  purposes  of  the  l^avy. 

ESTIMATES  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  1899-1900. 

Estimates  are  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  as 
follows : 

NAVY- YARD,  PORTSMOUTH,  N.  H. 

Dispensary  building,  to  replace  hospital  building  No.  28 $6,  000 

Sawmill  for  construction  and  repair 30,  000 

Foundry  for  construction  and  repair 40,  000 

Plate,  angle,  beam,  and  smith's  shed,  construction  and  repair 35,  000 

Electric-light  plant 50,000 

Electric-light  building 30,  000 

Two  oEflcera'  quarters '. 15,000 

Coal-storage  buildings  and  coal-handling  machinery 100, 000 

Total 306,000 

Dis'pensary. — The  old  hospital  building  is  now  used  as  a  dispensary, 
but  it  is  dilapidated  and  not  well  suited  to  the  purpose,  and  a  new  build- 
ing should  be  erected  for  a  medical  officer's  office,  consultation  room, 
dispensary,  and  a  place  for  a  few  medical  stores. 

Sawmill,  foundry,  etc, — At  the  request  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction 
and  Eepair,  estimates  are  submitted  for  a  sawmill,  foundry,  plate,  angle, 
and  beam  shed,  as  enumerated  above,  and  are  represented  by  that 
Bureau  to  be  necessary  improvements  in  the  construction  plant  of  that 
yard,  in  which  view  this  Bureau  concurs. 

Mectric  plant. — The  yard  at  present  is  poorly  lighted  by  gas  made 
by  the  Government  upon  the  yard. 

The  modern  system  of  electric  lights  is  necessary  for  the  proper 
lighting  of  the  buildings,  quarters,  yard,  etc.,  and  such  a  system  would 
be  a  great  improvement  upon  the  present  gas  plant,  and  would  be  of 
the  greatest  importance  and  value  for  night  work  in  time  of  war  or  in 
any  other  emergency. 

The  estimates  submitted  include  an  adequate  plant  for  this  purpose, 
and  a  building  to  contain  the  machinery. 

Officers'  quarters. — Estimates  are  submitted  for  the  construction  of 
two  of&cers'  quarters,  which  are  considered  necessary,  in  order  that  all 
officers  having  departments  or  important  works  under  their  charge 
may  be  always  present  in  the  yard. 
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Coaling  facilities. — An  estimate  is  submitted  for  buildings  for  tlie 
storage  of  coal  and  coal-liandling  machinery,  with  the  view  of  provid- 
ing for  the  supply  of  10,000  tons,  in  accordance  with  the  recommenda- 
tion made  to  the  Department  by  the  naval  coal  board. 

The  improvements  above  recommended  are  regarded  as  important 
in  the  main,  and  absolutely  necessary  if  this  navy-yard  is  to  be  used 
for  repairing  and  fitting  out  ships. 

NAVY- YARD,  BOSTON,  MASS. 

The  following  improvements' are  recommended  to  be  appropriated 
for: 

For  new  gate  and  entrance  house  to  navy-yard $25, 000 

New  railroad  system 40,  000 

Locomotive  and  cars 10, 000 

Constructing  new  wharves,  extension  of  old  ones,  and  dredging 100, 000 

Buildings  for  storage  of  coal,  and  coal-handl  ing  plant 130, 000 

Repairing  yard  drainage  system  and  connecting  with  metropolitan  sewer..  12,000 

Electric-light  building,  with  appliances  for  receiving  coal 50, 000 

Total 367,000 

Gatehouse. — A  new  gatehouse  is  necessary  at  this  yard.  The  pres- 
ent building  is  of  light  construction,  too  small  for  the  requirements, 
inconvenient  in  arrangement,  in  no  way  suitable  as  the  main  entrance 
to  the  Boston  Navy- Yard,  and  is  in  a  badly  deteriorated  condition.  It 
is  desired  to  replace  it  with  a  building  which  shall  be  convenient  and 
ample  for  its  purpose  and  of  construction  in  keeping  with  other  build- 
ings and  constructions  in  the  navy-yard. 

Railroad. — The  present  railroad  is  one  with  rails  of  an  old-fashioned 
flat  section,  which  do  not  admit  of  the  entrance  of  a  locomotive  to  the 
yard. 

Transportation  in  the  yard  at  present  is  expensive  and  slow,  and  it 
is  important  that  a  good,  modern  railway  system  be  laid  down  in  the 
yard,  which  will  allow  the  rolling  stock  of  other  railroads  to  enter,  and 
which  will  aftbrd  expeditious  and  economical  transportation  of  mater- 
ials, supplies,  etc.,  about  the  yard  and  to  the  water  front. 

Coaling  faailities. — The  coal-storage  provisions  at  the  yard  are  very 
limited  in  extent  and  not  of  the  best  form,  and  it  is  desired  to  erect  an 
ample  and  well-equipped  plant  which  shall  be  capable  of  receiving  and 
delivering  coal  quickly  and  economically  and  afford  the  amount  of 
storage  recommended  by  the  Naval  Coal  Board,  namely,  15,000  tons. 

Uleetrio  plant. — At  its  last  session  Congress  appropriated  for  an 
increase  in  the  electric-light  plant  of  this  navy-yard,  which  is  about  to 
be  installed  at  a  more  advautageous  point  than  that  occupied  by  the 
present  inadequate  plant.  This  will  be  sheltered  temporarily  in  its 
new  position,  but  a  new,  substantial,  and  ample  building  should  be 
provided  for  properly  containing  the  enlarged  plant,  together  with 
modem  appliances  for  receiving  coal  and  feeding  boilers. 

Cession  of  lands  under  water. — Several  improvements  projected  at 
the  Boston  Navy- Yard  were  authorized  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
one  of  which,  at  least — a  new  dry  dock — will  project  into  the  harbor 
beyond  the  present  wharf  line.  No  harbor  line  having  been  estab- 
lished in  froni  of  this  navy-yard,  the  Department  requested  of  the 
War  Department,  which  is  empowered  by  law  to  locate  such  lines,  to 
establish  one  substantially  upon  the  line  recommended  by  this  Bureau. 
The  War  Department,  after  consideration  of  the  subject  by  its  local 
engineers,  laid  down  a  pier  and  bulkhead  line  in  front  of  the  navy- 
yard  out  to  which  improvements  may  project.  It  is  desired,  inasmuch 
as  the  new  dry  dock  authorized  by  the  last  Congress  will  necessarily 
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extend,  with  its  approaches,  out  to  the  line  now  established,  to  carry 
out  the  wharves,  piers,  etc.,  to  the  same  line  at  all  points  of  the  navy- 
yard.  The  construction  of  these  improvements  upon  this  line  will 
improve  the  river  by  making  its  cross  section  more  nearly  uniform,  and 
will  add  a  very  large  area  to  the  working  part  of  the  yard. 

The  State  of  Massachusetts  owns  the  land  under  water  in  this  har- 
bor, and,  in  order  that  these  improvements  may  be  carried  out  to  the 
wharf  line  established  as  indicated  above,  it  is  necessary  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  acquire  title  to  the  land  under  water  between  the  pres- 
ent yard  front  and  the  harbor  line  mentioned.  To  this  end,  the  Bureau 
would  recommend, that  application  be  made  to  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  at  its  next  session,  to  cede  to  the  United  States 
jurisdiction  over  the  lands  under  water  in  question.  It  is  presumed  that 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  such  cession,  inasmuch  as  the  lands  are  of 
no  value  to  the  State  in  their  present  condition,  and  the  Bureau  is 
informed  that  similar  cessions  have  been  made  in  the  case  of  lands  adja- 
cent to  the  navy-yard. 

Such  cession  should  be  obtained  as  early  as  possible,  in  order  that 
work  upon  the  new  dry  dock  may  not  be  delayed,  or  that  such  work 
may  not  be  constructed  upon  lands  belonging  to  the  State  in  advance 
of  proper  authority  for  such  use  and  occupation. 

A  plan  showing  the  present  limits  of  the  yard  along  the  water  front, 
and  the  pier  and  bulkhead  line  now  established  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment, the  cession  of  the  lands  between  which,  under  water,  is  desired, 
accompanies  this  report. 

NAVAL  STATION,  NEW  LONDON,  CONN. 

The  only  object  of  improvement  estimated  for  at  this  station  at 
present  is  for  dredging  in  front  of  the  wharf,  $25,000. 

Congress  having  appropriated  at  its  last  session  the  sum  of  $200,000 
for  coaling  facilities  at  this  station,  steps  have  been  taken  toward  mak- 
ing provisions  for  the  storage  and  convenient  handling  at  this  point  of 
about  10,000  tons  of  coal. 

The  Naval  Goal  Board  has  recommended  the  storage  at  this  station 
of  a  supply  of  25,000  tons,  and  it  will,  therefore,  become  an  important 
one  for  coaling. 

As  no  dredging  has  been  done  at  this  station  since  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  Government,  thirty  years  ago,  and  the  grading  and 
filling  in  which  was  done  in  its  early  improvement  pressed  large  quan- 
tities of  mud  and  silt  from  the  shore  to  the  borders  of  the  channel,  from 
which  a  considerable  deposit  has  resulted  at  and  in  front  of  the  wharf, 
it  is  necessary  that  this  area  should  now  be  dredged  in  order  to  afford  a 
sufficient  depth  of  water  for  vessels  that  can  pass  up  the  river  for  coaling. 

The  conditions  in  this  river  are  about  stable,  and  when  the  dredging 
has  been  completed  none  will  be  necessary  again  for  many  years. 

As  this  is  a  closed  yard  and  will  probably  be  used  in  the  future  only 
for  the  purposes  of  coaling,  no  other  improvements  are  contemplated  at 
the  present  time. 

NAVY- YARD,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 

The  Bureau  submits  for  your  approval  recommendations  for  various 
improvements  at  this  important  navy-yard, herewith  enumerated: 

Removing  crib  work  and  obstructions  at  Whitney  Basin $100,  000 

Extension  of  quay  wall  at  the  cob  dock 82,700 

Extending  building  No.  33  (supplies  and  accounts  storehouse) 48, 000 

The  erecting  shop  (wing of  building  No.  28,  steam  engineering) 47, 250 

Coppersmith  shop  (steam  engineering) 15,112 
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Administration  building  (steam  engineering) $37, 000 

Paving  streets 50,000 

Extending  yard  sewers 18,000 

Extending  railroad  system 30,000 

Extending  electric  plant 20,000 

Newrooffor  building  No.  12 8,000 

New  floor  for  building  No.  14 12,000 

Two  officers'  quarters 14, 000 

Eeconstructing  and  enlarging  building  No.  21 70,000 

Coal-storage  buildings  and  coal-handling  plant 60, 000 

Total 612,062 

Whitney  Basin. — Estimates  of  $100,000  for  removing?  crib  work,  etc., 
at  Whitney  Basin  include  the  removal  of  an  old  sea  wall,  crib  work,  and 
dredging,  in  order  to  enlarge  its  capacity  and  open  it  to  the  Wallabouifc 
Channel,  thereby  increasing  the  facilities  for  the  handling  of  vessels. 
This  improvement  is  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
board  of  oflScers  appointed  by  the  Department  to  consider  the  improve- 
ment of  this  feature  of  the  yard. 

Quay  wall. — The  section  of  the  quay  wall  referred  to  in  the  above 
estimate  is  one  to  extend  in  an  easterly  direction  on  the  cob  dock  from 
the  causeway  across  the  Wallabout  Channel,  which  would  be  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  wharfage  of  the  navy-yard. 

Building  No.  33. — The  extension  of  building  No.  33  proposed  is  by 
way  of  an  increase  of  the  storage  capacity  for  provisions  and  supplies 
for  naval  vessels,  which  is  very  much  needed. 

Steam  engineering  building. — Estimates  are  submitted  for  the  con- 
struction of  three  buildings  for  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering, 
w^hich  are  very  much  needed. 

The  building  used  for  erecting  purposes  by  this  Bureau  is  a  tempo- 
rary one  of  insufficient  size,  which  was  constructed  several  years  ago 
for  temporary  use. 

The  coppersmith  work  of  the  same  Bureau  is  now  done  in  the  foundry, 
and  occupies  space  which  is  really  necessary  for  foundry  work.  A 
proper  building  should  be  provided  for  the  former  work. 

A  building  is  also  needed  for  the  general  offices  for  steam  engineering 
and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  testing  and  analytical  department. 
These  are  now  located  on  the  second  floor  of  the  machine  shop,  where 
they  are  occupjing  room  that  is  needed  for  machinery  and  machine 
tools;  furthermore,  the  vibration  of  the  building  and  the  dust  arising 
from  its  use  are  objectionable. 

It  is  recommended  that  a  small  administration  or  office  building  be 
erected  in  proximity  to  the  group  of  buildings  occupied  by  this  Bureau, 
but  entirely  separate  from  it.  It  is  believed  that  such  an  arrangement 
will  be  very  advantageous  and  of  great  value  in  the  operations  of  this 
department. 

Paving  and.  sewers. — Estimates  aggregating  $68,000  are  submitted 
for  paving  the  streets  and  extending  the  yard  sewer  system. 

Although  this  has  always  heen  the  busiest  and  most  important  navy- 
yard,  its  streets  have  been  paved  to  a  limited  extent  only,  and  it  is 
important  that  the  work  done  in  recent  years  in  this  direction  be  con- 
tinued until  they  are  in  good  condition  in  respect  to  paving. 

Extensions  of  the  sewer  system  are  also  necessary  in  sections  where 
none  have  heretofore  existed. 

Railroads. — The  railroad  system  is  now  being  repaired  and  renewed 
with  rails  suitable  for  regular  rolling  stock,  and  extensions  which,  dur- 
ing great  activity  in  this  yard  this  year  were  found  to  be  important,  it 
is  desired  to  make  under  the  appropriation  now  asked. 
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Mectrie  plant. — A  moderate  extension  of  the  electric  plant  for  light- 
ing new  buildings  recently  erected  and  for  power  for  yards  and  docks 
purposes  is  requested. 

/Storehouse. — Building  No.  21,  which  is  a  storehouse,  is  very  old  and  so 
much  out  of  repair  that  it  should  be  renewed  and  made  a  modern  build- 
ing of  tire-proof  construction  and  of  larger  capacity.  Such  remodeling 
will  require  a  strengthening  of  the  old  foundations,  or  new  ones,  so 
that  the  cost  of  this  improvement  would  amount  very  nearly  to  that  of 
an  entirely  new  structure. 

Coaling  facilities. — A  modern  plant  for  the  storage  of  the  supply  of 
coal  for  yard  and  ship  use,  a.nd  its  convenient  and  economical  handling, 
is  very  important  at  this  yard,  where  the  facilities  for  storage  are  now 
very  poor,  and  for  handling  there  is  practically  none. 

Gob  dock. — The  subject  of  the  proper  improvement  of  the  cob  dock, 
in  order  that  its  land  and  water  area  may  be  used  to  the  best  advan- 
tage for  the  work  of  the  yard,  is  one  requiring  very  careful  study. 
The  area  of  the  yard  proper  is  limited  in  extent,  and,  unless  the  cob 
dock  can  be  made  available  in  some  way  far  more  advantageous  than 
at  present,  the  limit  of  the  development  of  this  yard  is  very  nearly 
reached. 

Under  the  wise  policy  of  this  Bureau  in  its  early  years,  particularly 
during  the  long  and  able  administration  of  Rear- Admiral  Joseph 
Smith,  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  yard  was  gradually 
increased  from  its  dimensions  as  they  existed  in  1842,  when  the  Bureau 
was  organized,  until,  after  various  purchases  and  additions  made  from 
time  to  time,  the  yard  had  grown  from  121.12  acres  to  an  area  of  221.7 
acres  in  1868.  The  Bureau  had  seen  that  the  New  York  Navy- Yard 
was  destined  to  be  a  great  one  and  that  its  area  was  entirely  too  limited 
for  such  development  as  must  follow  with  the  growth  of  the  country, 
the  Navy,  and  the  establishment  which  must  grow  up  at  this  metropo- 
lis. With  this  in  view  the  wise  policy  was  instituted  of  acquiring  con- 
tiguous land  in  parcels,  as  owners  could  be  induced  to  sell  to  the 
Government.  This  policy  gave  to  the  Government  a  magnificent  prop- 
erty. Much  of  this,  when  purchased,  was  entirely  unimproved,  and 
included  in  it  a  part  of  the  Wallabout  Channel,  creeks,  and  low  flats, 
which  had  but  little  value  at  that  time.  The  improvement  of  this  land 
was  carried  on  continuously  until  all  except  the  present  Wallabout 
Channel  had  been  filled  in  and  raised  very  nearly  to  grade,  making  a 
magnificent  stretch  of  property  from  the  present  northern  limits  of  the 
yard  to  the  naval  hospital  lands  on  the  south. 

No  sooner  had  this  been  effected  and  the  growth  of  the  city  of 
Brooklyn  fully  surrounded  this  property  than  efibrts  were  begun  by 
the  city  to  obtain  it,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  area  between  the 
improved  portion  of  the  yard  and  the  naval-hospital  lands  was  allowed 
to  be  occupied  for  a  city  market,  and  extensive  improvements  were 
made  upon  it  by  private  interests.  In  1890  the  desire  of  the  local 
interests  to  possess  this  land  had  become  so  great  that  Congress  was 
induced  to  pass  an  act  authorizing  appraisement  and  sale  to  the  city 
of  Brooklyn  of  16.33  acres.  Again,  in  1892  these  interests  were  success- 
ful in  securing  the  action  of  Congress  granting  the  appraisement  and 
sale  of  still  further  areas  to  the  city.  These  sales  aggregated  42.48 
acres. 

When  the  question  of  the  last  sale  was  before  Congress  this  Bureau 
was  opposed  to  the  alienation  of  any  more  of  the  navy-yard  lands,  and 
reported  a  recommendation  in  opposition  to  it.  When  it  became  evi- 
dent that  such  opposition  would  be  unsuccessful,  it  endeavored  to  have 
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the  matter  compromised  by  the  sale  of  only  one-half  the  area  intended. 
This  also  was  unsuccessful,  and  the  sale  as  indicated  above  took  place, 
involving  the  loss  of  27.  acres  of  land.  The  alienation  of  this  land  was 
aided  by  the  views  and  recommendations  of  officers  of  the  Navy,  but 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  an  unfortunate  step. 

Although  this  transfer  occurred  but  four  years  ago,  we  are  already 
met  with  difficulties  in  the  location  and  construction  of  works  of  improve- 
ment which  seem  necessary  to  the  interests  of  the  service  at  this  point. 
There  are  now  three  dry  docks  in  this  navy-yard,  and  the  construction 
of  another,  which  has  been  recommended  by  the  Board  on  Dry  Docks, 
and  which  the  Bureau  regards  as  imi)ortaiit  to  be  done  at  no  distant 
day,  can  be  located  only  with  difficulty  and  probably  with  great  disad- 
vantage to  the  yard  in  some  respects.  The  greatest  navy-yard  in  the 
country  will  probably  be  limited  to  four  graving  docks,  when  it  should 
have  area  sufficient  for  ultimately  laying  down  three  times  this  number, 
with  all  the  structures  and  works  of  improvement  necessary  in  the 
repairs  and  equipment,  with  expedition,  of  the  largest  fleet  the  Govern- 
ment is  likely  to  have  assembled  in  the  great  harbor  of  New  York. 

During  the  past  spring  the  matter  of  the  abandonment  of  almost  all, 
if  not  all,  of  the  cob  dock  and  its  removal,  leaving  upon  its  site  a  large 
addition  to  the  Wallabout  Bay  or  Channel,  was  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Bureau  in  the  form  of  petitions  from  the  Merchants'  Asso- 
ciation of  New  York,  the  Merchants'  Association  of  Brooklyn,  Walla- 
bout Market  Merchants'  Association,  and  the  United  Retail  Grocers' 
Association  of  Brooklyn,  asking  the  Bureau  to  give  its  indorsement  to 
such  a  project.  This  scheme  was  advocated  on  the  ground  that  the 
construction  of  such  a  basin  would  be  valuable  in  the  interests  of  the 
citj'  of  Brooklyn,  in  that  it  would  afford  a  large  and  easy  access  for 
shipping  to  the  basin  recently  constructed  upon  grounds  in  the  Waller 
bout,  purchased  by  the  city  from  the  Government,  and  also  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  Navy,  in  that  it 
would  greatly  enlarge  the  water  area  for  its  shipping,  and  admit  of  the 
construction  of  piers  from  the  present  west  shore  of  the  Wallabout 
Channel. 

The  Bureau  took  no  action  upon  these  petitions  further  than  to  give 
them  some  careful  examination,  deferring  any  final  expression  of  its 
views  upon  the  subject  until  it  should  have  time  to  study  the  matter 
more  carefully  and  conclude  what,  under  all  circumstances,  would  be 
the  advantages  or  disadvantages  to  the  Government  in  such  work. 
From  such  study  as  the  Bureau  has  been  able  to  give  to  this  matter, 
it  has  not  seen  its  way  clear  to  favor  any  project  materially  reducing 
the  land  area  on  the  cob  dock.  In  view  of  the  limited  area  in  the  navy- 
yard  proper,  resulting  from  the  transfers  of  property  heretofore  alluded 
to,  the  Bureau  believes  that  no  portion  of  its  lands  above  water  at  this 
station  should  be  alienated  or  destroyed  except  for  the  very  strongest 
reasons  and  unless  such  radical  changes  should  be  attended  with  mani- 
festly greater  advantages  to  the  Navy  than  have  been  presented  in  its 
favor,  or  than  are  apparcTit.  A  small  portion  of  the  cob  dock  at  the 
eastern  entrance  of  the  Wallabout  Channel  could  be  spared  without 
detriment  to  the  service  and  would  greatly  improve  the  navigation  in 
that  portion  of  the  channel  in  which  the  city  of  Brooklyn  is  particularly 
interested,  and  this  Bureau  did,  when  such  a  proposition  was  submitted 
to  it,  report  that  a  small  area  could  be  dispensed  with  and  removed  by 
dredging  without  detriment  to  the  naval  'service,  provided  lands  about 
equal  in  area  should  be  ceded  to  the  Government  immediately  adjoin- 
ing the  northern  boundary  of  the  yard  proper. 
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The  Government  has,  at  a  large  expense,  constructed  a  causeway 
across  the  Wallabout  Channel,  connecting  the  cob  dock  with  the  yard 
proper  near  the  boundary  line  between  the  Government  and  the  city. 
This  causeway  has  resulted  in  making  the  cob  dock  much  more  avail- 
able for  the  work  of  the  yard  than  was  formerly  the  case,  and  it  has 
been  in  contemplation  to  render  it  still  further  available  for  the  ordinary 
work  of  the  yard  by  the  construction  of  a  bridge  at  some  other  point  of 
the  channel.  These  improvements,  with  a  newly  established  pier  and 
wharf  line  on  the  Bast  River  front  of  the  cob  dock,  one  of  which  could 
be  laid  down,  adding  largely  to  its  area  and  greatly  improving  the  East 
Eiver  at  this  point,  would  very  much  modify  the  relation  of  the  cob 
dock  to  the  yard  proper.  Such  an  improvement  as  indicated  upon  the 
East  River  front  would  improve  the  navigation  at  this  point  and  render 
less  difficult,  if  not  less  dangerous,  the  entrance  to  Wallabout  at  its 
western  mouth,  where,  from  the  contour  of  the  shore,  the  currents  are 
irregular  and  often  cause  vessels  to  collide  with  other  vessels  or  with 
the  wharves. 

The  Bureau  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  question  of  the  removal  of 
the  cob  dock  by  dredging  and  adding  its  landed  area  to  the  river  or 
Wallabout  Bay  will  be  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  Congress  at  its 
next  session.  It  can  not  too  strongly  urge  that  any  i)roject  of  this 
kind  be  approached  with  the  greatest  caution,  and  that  no  modification 
reducing  materially  the  area  of  the  cob  dock  be  assented  to  unless  it 
can  be  shown  without  question  that  it  is  to  the  interests  of  the  Navy 
that  such  change  be  made. 

Additional  land. — The  Government  land  at  the  northern  extremity 
of  the  yard  extends  beyond  Little  street,  but  the  State  of  New  York 
has  never  taken  the  necessary  legislative  action  to  effect  the  vacation 
of  this  street,  and  the  easement  of  the  public  in  it  to  the  water  front 
still  exists.  It  is  very  important  for  the  interests  of  the  navy-yard 
that  this  be  done,  as  the  slip  at  the  foot  of  this  street  is  very  valuable 
for  use  by  yard  tugs  and  lighters  in  loading  shipments,  etc. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  be 
asked  at  the  next  session  to  authorize  the  vacation  of  this  street  for 
public  use. 

The  Bureau  also  begs  to  call  your  attention  to  the  importance  of 
enlarging  the  area  of  the  navy-yard  at  this,  its  northern  portion,  by 
acquiring  title  to  the  lands  adjoining  it,  bounded  by  the  navy-yard 
wall,  Hudson  avenue,  and  the  Bast  River.  This  tract  embraces  a 
triangular-shaped  area  of  about  12  acres  in  extent.  The  land  does 
not  appear  to  be  very  valuable  for  commercial  purposes,  and  it  is 
thought  that  it  might  be  obtained  at  a  very  reasonable  price.  It  would 
be  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  yard,  which  has  already  approached 
the  limit  of  its  development  for  lack  of  space.  The  alienation  of  lands 
upon  the  southern  boundary  of  the  yard,  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this 
report,  has  greatly  restricted  the  possibilities  of  the  yard,  and  it  is 
important  that  some  of  the  area  lost  to  it  by  sale  to  the  city  of  Brook- 
lyn should  be  replaced  by  purchases  elsewhere,  or  by  regaining  posses- 
sion of  some  of  the  same  land. 

A  plan  accompanies  this  report  showing  the  lands  recommended  to 
be  purchased. 

An  estimate  of  cost  to  prepare  the  12  acres  referred  to  above,  by  the 
erection  of  a  suitable  boundary  wall  upon  the  north  and  reducing  the 
space  to  the  grade  of  the  yard,  has  been  made,  and  the  price  for  both 
would  aggregate  about  $200,000.  No  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  land 
itself  is  made  herein,  as  it  is  very  difficult  to  arrive  at  a  correct  valua- 
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tion  in  the  absence  of  actual  sales  of  recent  date  in  the  vicinity,  but 
the  additional  water  front  to  be  attained  by  its  purchase,  as  well  as 
the  additional  territory  for  improvements  which  are  very  important, 
will  warrant  the  Government  in  paying  what  would  be  regarded  as  a 
very  large  price  for  it. 

If  the  acquisition  of  the  land  be  authorized  by  Congress,  I  would 
recommend  that  the  Department  be  empowered  to  acquire  title  by  (^on- 
demuatioQ  if,  in  its  opinion,  the  interests  of  the  Government  would  be 
best  subserved  by  such  process. 

NAVY-YAED,   LEAGUE    ISLAND,   PA. 

The  works  of  improvement  for  this  yard,  which  the  Bureau  submits 
for  the  Department's  approval,  are  the  following: 

Dredging  and  filling  in  Delaware  River  front $50, 000 

Extension  of  reserve  basin 125, 000 

New  roads  and  walks 15,000 

Extension  of  drainage  system 7,  000 

Office  building  for  commandant 53, 735 

Water-closets 4,712 

East  wall  of  causeway 73, 920 

Yard  railroad  system 20, 000 

Artesian  well 5,  400 

Four  officers'  quarters 25, 000 

Locomotive  crane  and  track  for  dry  dock 65, 000 

Reserve  basin  retaining  wall 100, 000 

Storehouse  for  vessels'  equipment 3ii,  000 

Continuation  of  sea  wall  west  of  dry  dock 50, 000 

Plate-bending  sbop  (construction  and  repair)     75,  000 

Coal-storage  building  and  coal-handling  appliances 50, 000 

Total 755,767 

Dredging. — It  is  desired  by  the  Bureau  that  the  entire  Delaware 
water  front  of  the  navy-yard  which  is  improved  for  the  operations  of 
the  yard  may  be  dredged  to  a  depth  of  at  least  28  feet  at  mean  low 
water,  with  a  limited  area  having  a  depth  of  30  feet  at  mean  low  water, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  heaviest  vessels  in  the  Navy.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  deposit  the  material  which  will  be  removed  upon  the  lowlands 
of  the  island  behind  the  impounding  dikes.  A  considerable  portion 
of  this  front  has  never  been  dredged  to  the  depths  nientioned,  and  it  is 
desirable  that  the  entire  amount  of  dredging  contemplated  by  the  above 
estimate  be  made  at  once.  The  need  of  more  room  for  the  safe  berthing 
of  vessels  was  demonstrated  during  the  past  summer,  when  many  were 
fitting  out  at  this  yard. 

Reserve  basin. — Under  contracts  previously  made,  a  reserve  basin  has 
been  commenced  in  the  back  channel  at  this  yard  west  of  Broad  street, 
and  considerable  progress  has  been  made  toward  its  completion. 
Much  remains  to  be  done  in  order  to  make  it  of  the  capacity  originally 
contemplated  when  the  project  was  laid  down,  and  of  sufficient  propor- 
tions for  the  proper  accommodation  of  vessels  in  ordinary.  The  basin 
has  already  been  availed  of  to  considerable  extent  for  this  purpose,  and 
at  the  present  moment  more  room  is  very  much  needed.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  appropriation  may  be  made,  and  that  the  work  upon  it  may  not 
be  interrupted  until  its  completion.  A  basin  of  the  full  dimensions  pro- 
posed is  regarded  as  very  important  at  the  present  time,  when  the  Navy, 
in  the  matter  of  its  vessels,  is  very  large  and  many  are  going  out  of 
commission,  which  must  be  properly  stored  and  cared  for  at  some  suit- 
able place,  preferably  in  waters  which  are  fresh  and  where  little  corro- 
sion of  th<#  outer  skia  will  occur. 
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Roads  and  walkn. — The  improved  area  of  the  yard  is  being  constantly 
added  to  by  the  deposit  within  the  dikes  of  material  dredged  Irom  the 
Delaware  front  and  from  the  site  of  the  reserve  basing  and  as  these 
areas  are  added  to  the  portion  of  the  yard  fit  for  improvement  and  the 
ordinary  uses,  it  is  necessary  that  the  roads  be  laid  out  and  properly 
surfaced,  and  walks  constructed.  The  material  as  it  comes  from  the 
river  and  basin  is  not  fit  for  ordinary  traffic. 

Office  building. — The  offices  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard  and  his 
executive  are  now  in  a  small  frame  building  which  was  erected  for  tem- 
porary use  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  does  not  aftbrd  proper  and 
convenient  accommodations  for  these  officers  and  the  office  force.  The 
foundations  for  a  suitable  and  permanent  building  for  this  purpose 
were  laid  in  the  yard  soon  after  the  present  building  was  erected,  but 
no  attempt  has  been  made  to  rear  the  superstructure  in  the  absence  of 
a  special  appropriation  by  Congress  for  the  purpose.  It  is  in  every 
way  fit  that  a  good,  substantial,  ample,  and  fireproof  structure  should 
be  erected  for  the  commandant  and  his  aids  for  the  transaction  of  the 
public  business.  This  building  is  also  necessary  to  provide  proper  and 
safe  storage  for  the  records  in  a  situation  where  they  are  safe  from 
destruction  by  fire  and  convenient  for  reference. 

Causeway  wall. — The  appropriation  asked  is  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving the  causeway  across  the  back  channel,  which  is  now  supported 
upon  its  eastern  side  by  a  temporary  structure  which  is  subject  to 
decay  and  frequently  fails  at  different  points.  It  has  been  in  contem- 
plation to  entirely  fill  in  the  back  channel  upon  the  east  side  of  this 
causeway,  but  that  seems  to  be  a  matter  still  in  the  distant  future, 
and  in  its  absence  it  is  necessary  that  a  permanent  retaining  wall 
should  be  constructed. 

Railroad. — There  is  now  no  railroad  system  in  this  navy-yard,  and, 
therefore,  no  railroad  connection  with  any  of  the  trunk  lines  of  the 
country,  which  is  very  important  in  a  working  navy-yard  wherever 
such  connection  can  be  made.  It  is  proposed  to  lay  down  a  system  of 
railroad  tracks  of  standard  gauge  throughout  the  navy-yard,  equipped 
with  rolling  stock  and  connected  at  the  yard  gate  with  one  or  more 
railroads,  and  no  doubt  the  railroad  companies  having  branches  in  the 
vicinity  will  be  glad  to  run  their  tracks  to  the  yard  and  make  such 
connections.  Such  a  road  system  is  very  important  and  should  be 
laid  down  in  all  working  navy-yards,  not  only  for  the  local  traffic, 
but  in  order  that  supplies  may  be  delivered  from  raili'oad  systems 
outside  without  breaking  bulk. 

Artesian  well. — Under  appropriation  by  Congress  an  artesian  well 
was  sunk  at  this  yard  and  has  proved  very  successful  in  the  matter 
of  the  quality  of  water  and  also  the  quantity.  The  latter,  however, 
is  not  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  yard,  and  it  vshould  be 
supplemented  by  another.  The  yard  has  no  connection  with  the  water 
system  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  renders  it  important  that 
wells  affording  ample  water  of  good  quality  should  be  sunk. 

Officers^  quarters. — This  navy-yard  is  isolated  from  the  city,  and  it  is 
important  that  officers  in  charge  of  departments  or  having  important 
duties  at  the  yard  should  be  quartered  within  its  limits.  An  estimate 
is  submitted  for  accommodations  for  four  officers,  at  a  cost  of  $25,000. 
If  this  appropriation  is  made  the  four  officers  now  quartered  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  at  considerable  annual  expense  under  the  appropria- 
tion for  general  maintenance,  may  be  transferred  to  the  navy-yard  and 
be  present  for  their  duties  at  all  hours,  day  or  night. 

Dock  crane, — The  present  dry  dock  is  without  any  equipment  in  the 
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way  of  a  crane  for  lifting  heavy  objects,  and  the  construction  of  another 
dry  dock  at  this  yard,  for  which  Congress  has  already  made  provision, 
renders  it  desirable  that  a  dOton  locomotive  crane  should  be  provided 
and  coTinected  by  tracks  with  both  dry  docks.  This  installation  would 
be  similar  to  those  provided  at  several  other  navy-yards,  where  they 
have  proved  very  successful  and  important  adjuncts. 

Reserve-basin  wall. — The  plans  for  the  reserve  basin  contemplate  that 
it  shall  be  bounded  by  permanent  quay  or  retaining  walls,  forming 
wharfage  for  vessels  in  reserve.  At  the  present  time,  in  the  incomplete 
condition  of  the  basin,  this  object  is  attained  by  approaches  or  tram- 
ways having  small  cribs  for  wharves  at  their  ends,  to  which  vessels  are 
secured.  These  are  temporary  structures  of  wood,  and  limit  the  avail- 
able area  in  the  basin.  It  is  proposed  that  as  the  work  upon  the 
reserve  basin  proceeds  the  construction  of  the  quay  wall  shall  follow, 
making  the  basin  permanent  and  convenient  for  all  its  purposes,  as 
intended. 

Storehouses. — The  plans  for  this  yard,  which  were  matured  by  a  board 
of  officers  some  years  ago,  provide,  in  connection  with  the  reserve 
basin,  buildings  for  the  storage  and  care  of  the  heavier  articles  of  ves- 
sels' fittings  and  stores,  such  as  anchors,  cables,  hawsers,  and  other 
appurtenances ;  also  wet  provisions  and  oils.  The  storage  for  articles 
of  this  kind  at  the  League  Island  Navy-Yard  is  almost  nothing,  and  it 
is  important  that  buildings  particularly  adapted  to  this  purpose  should 
be  provided  at  convenient  points  at  once.  Several  vessels  with  large 
outfits  have  already  gone  into  reserve  at  this  yard,  and  the  buildings 
for  the  landing  and  care  of  these  articles  are  insufficient,  and  the 
deficiency  should  be  supplied. 

Sea  wall. — Various  sections  of  sea  wall  have  been  constructed  upon 
the  Delaware  River  water  front  from  time  to  time,  under  special  appro- 
priations. The  location  recently  recommended  for  the  new  dry  dock  is 
to  the  west  of  the  improved  portion  of  the  water  front,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary to  begin  at  an  early  date  the  construction  of  a  sea  wall  extending 
in  the  same  direction.    An  estimate  is  submitted  for  this  work. 

Plate-bending  shop. — The  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  has  need 
of  a  shop  at  this  yard  for  plate  bending.  No  shop  of  this  character 
has  ever  been  provided  at  this  yard,  and,  with  the  improvement  of  the 
yard  in  various  ways  and  the  storage  of  vessels  at  this  point,  which  is 
now  the  settled  policy  of  the  Department,  it  is  required  that  the  facili- 
ties for  the  repairs  of  vessels  should  be  sufficient  for  the  ordinary  work 
of  the  yard. 

Coaling  facilities. — The  facilities  for  the  storage  and  handling  of  coal 
at  this  station  are  of  the  most  limited  character,  and,  in  accordance 
with  the  policy  of  the  Department  to  provide  sufficient  facilities  of  this 
kind  at  the  yards  and  stations  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  it  is  requested 
that  an  appropriation  of  150,000,  which  contemplates  a  supply  of  a 
moderate  quantity  of  coal,  may  be  made. 

New  buildings.— While  several  of  the  buildings  at  this  navy-yard  are 
of  permanent  construction  and  of  excellent  quality,  and  well  adapted 
to  their  purposes,  many  of  them  are  mere  temporary  structures  of 
wood,  erected  many  years  ago,  when  the  naval  establishment  in  these 
waters  was  transferred  from  the  old  Philadelphia  JSTavy-Yard  in  the  city 
to  League  Island,  and  are  dilapidated,  in  bad  condition  in  many  respects, 
and  are  dangerous  in  case  of  fire.  These  buildings  should  be  renewed 
so  as  to  be  made  fireproof,  and  larger,  lighter,  and  better  adapted  to 
their  purposes  in  every  way  The  Bureau  has  not  been  able  to  prepare 
preliminary  studies  and  estimates  of  cost  to  make  this  change  at  this 
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time,  but  it  hopes  to  lay  this  matter  before  you  during  the  coming 
session  of  Congress,  in  order  that  a  beginning  may  be  made  in  the 
direction  of  better  and  safer  structures. 

NAVY- YARD,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

The  appropriation  asked  by  way  of  improvement  of  the  Washington 
Navy- Yard  comprises  the  following  objects: 

New  steel  roof  and  repairs  to  pattern  shop,  building  No.  3 $21, 000 

New  steel  roof  and  repairs  to  copper  rolling  mill 17, 000 

Extension  to  the  north  gun  shop 15, 000 

New  steel  roof  and  extension  of  store  No.  12 10,  000 

Extension  of  storehouse  for  guns , 35, 000 

Shop  and  office  building  for  construction  and  repair 100,000 

One  officer's  quarters 7, 000 

Total 205,000 

New  roofs. — This  yard,  which  of  late  years  has  been  a  gun  factory, 
has  required  for  its  work  many  repairs,  modifications,  and  extensions 
of  the_  buildings  in  the  yard,  and  many  of  the  roofs  which  were  of 
timber  have  become  unsafe  from  decay,  and  they  are  accordingly  being 
renewed  with  modern  steel  structural  work.  Estimates  are  submitted 
for  several  items  of  work  of  this  class. 

Storehouse  for  guns. — A  storehouse  for  guns  is  now  under  construc- 
tion, having  been  authorized  by  the  last  Congress,  but  recent  events 
have  shown  that  it  will  be  entirely  too  limited  in  area  to  accommodate 
the  guns  now  necessary  to  be  stored  at  this  yard,  and  an  estimate  is 
submitted  for  extending  it  to  double  the  size  now  contemplated. 

Quarters. — The  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Eepair  has  installed  in 
this  yard,  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  an  experimental  model 
tank,  and  work  in  connection  with  this  structure,  and  the  objects  for 
which  it  was  erected,  require  a  considerable  plant  and  shop  and  oflQce 
room  by  this  Bureau.  An  officer  of  the  naval  constructor  corps  is  to 
be  detailed  to  the  charge  of  its  work  here,  and  should  be  quartered. 

Construction  and  repair  shop. — At  the  request  of  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction and  Eepair,  this  Bureau  submits  above  an  estimate  for  the 
construction  of  a  buiiamg  suitable  for  the  purposes  named,  of  modern 
fireproof  construction,  in  order  that  its  work  at  this  point  may  be  con- 
ieentrated  in  one  building  which  shall  be  amply  convenient  and  safe  for 
its  purposes.  In  accordance  with  the  same  request  an  estimate  is  sub- 
mitted for  one  officer's  quarters  for  the  accommodation  of  the  officer 
in  charge  of  such  work. 

NAVY-YARD,   NORFOLK,    VA. 

Estimates  for  the  improvements  of  the  Norfolk  Navy- Yard  are  sub- 
mitted herewith: 

Concrete  and  granite  dry  dock $1,500,000 

Quay  wall  for  fitting  out  basin 100, 000 

Shipfitters'  shop  (construction  and  repair) 100, 000 

Yards  and  docks  building  for  electric  plant,  plumber  and  machine  shop.  75, 000 

Blacksmith  and  coppersmith  shop  (construction  and  repair) 50,  000 

Storehouse  for  torpedoes 75, 000 

Two  officers'  quarters 10,000 

120-ton  floating  derrick 70,000 

Grading  and  paving  streets,  and  for  sewers 20,000 

Total..,,,,,,. ,,.,,..,.,..,,.,,„.„, ,,„    2,QQO,000 
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Dry  dock. — The  Norfolk  Navy- Yard,  from  its  situation  upon  waters 
near  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  with  an  ample  supply  of  skilled  labor  in  the 
vicinity,  and  in  direct  connection  with  important  lines  of  transportation, 
will  continue  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  upon  the  Atlantic  coast. 
Congress,  at  its  last  session,  provided  for  improving  the  navigation 
between  the  waters  of  the  bay  and  the  navy-yard  by  the  construction  of 
a  channel  of  30  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water,  and  there  is,  therefore, 
every  reason  why  this  yard  should  be  provided  with  a  permanent  dry 
dock  of  the  largest  size,  sufiQcient  to  accommodate  any  present  or  pro- 
spective vessel  of  the  Navy.  The  estimate  for  this  dock  contemplates 
one  which  shall  be  permanent  and  substantial  in  every  respect,  and  free 
from  the  rapid  deterioration,  both  from  the  marine  worm  and  the  climate, 
which  prevails  in  this  locality.  Dry  docks  constructed  of  timber  in  this 
latitude  decay  very  rapidly,  are  expensive  to  maintain,  and  become 
unsafe  if  extensive  repairs  are  neglected.  It  is  hoped  that  Congress 
may  see  proper  to  appropriate  for  a  modern  dock  of  the  most  substan- 
tial character  at  this  station  at  its  next  session. 

Basin. — There  is  located  in  this  yard  a  basin  which  was  constructed 
for  the  storage  and  preservation  of  timber.  It  is  surrounded  by  a 
shallow  but  substantial  quay  wall  and  the  depth  of  water  is  shallow. 
It  has  long  since  ceased  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  originally  intended, 
and  the  space  which  it  occupies  is  very  much  needed  for  the  purposes 
of  the  yard.  It  often  occurs  at  this  yard  that  the  wharfage  or  space 
for  berthing  vessels  on  the  water  front  is  entirely  inadequate,  and  dur- 
ing the  present  war  vessels  upon  which  repairs  were  carried  on  have 
been  moored  abreast  each  other  at  the  wharves,  the  work  carried  on  at 
great  disadvantage  and  at  greater  cost  than  would  obtain  under  other 
circumstances.  This  basin  would  make  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
wharfage  room  of  the  yard  if  it  were  excavated  to  a  sufflcient  depth 
for  floating  in  any  vessel  of  the  Navy,  and  bordered  with  a  quay  wall 
of  proper  construction  for  a  deep  basin,  and  I  recommend  that  an 
appropriation  be  made  for  this  purpose. 

Ship  fitters'  sJiop. — The  ship-fltters'  shop  now  in  existence  at  this  yard 
is  too  small  to  accommodate  all  the  tools  needed  for  carrying  on  the 
work  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Eepair,  and  it  is  incapable  of 
enlargement.  It  is  very  desirable  that  a  new  shop  be  erected  at  the 
south  of  the  present  one,  adjacent  to  the  timber  basin,  which  can  be 
fitted  with  modern  appliances  and  a  suf&cient  supply  of  machinery,  as 
desired  by  the  Bureau  to  occupy  it. 

Construction  and  repair  shop. — There  is  a  building  at  the  yard  used 
by  construction  and  repair  for  a  blacksmith  shop  and  plumber  shop, 
but  it  is  too  small  for  the  purpose,  being  very  badly  crowded,  and  does 
not  accommodate  all  the  tools  and  workmen  necessary  for  the  work  in 
hand.  It  is  recommended  that  a  new  structure  be  erected  for  the 
blacksmith  and  coppersmith  work,  and  the  plumbers'  department 
should  be  transferred  to  the  present  ship-fitters'  shop,  if  the  new  ship- 
fitters'  shop  recommended  above  be  authorized. 

Torpedo  storehouse. — The  Bureau  of  Ordnance  has  requested  of  this 
Bureau  that  it  will  include  in  its  annual  estimates  a  sum  sufficient  for 
the  construction  of  a  fireproof  storehouse  for  the  storage  of  torpedoes 
and  torpedo  outfits.  There  is  no  building  at  this  yard  which  can  now 
be  utilized  for  this  purpose  to  any  considerable  extent,  and  the  con- 
struction of  such  a  building  for  the  accommodation  of  a  proper  supply 
of  these  objects  is  considered  very  necessary  at  this  yard. 

Officers'  quarters. — An  estimate  of  $10,000  is  submitted  for  the  con- 
Ab.  98 67 


1058  PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING  THE 

struction  of  two  ofiacers'  quarters  at  this  yard.  These  are  very  much 
needed  at  the  present  time,  and  during  the  war,  when  a  great  deal  of 
work  was  being  carried  on  in  the  yard,  particularly  by  the  Bureaus  of 
Construction  and  Eepair  and  Steam  Engineering,  it  was  found  that  the 
presence  of  additional  officers  in  the  yard  at  all  times  during  the  day 
and  at  night,  when  work  was  also  in  progress,  would  have  been  of 
great  advantage.  So  urgent  did  the  presence  of  these  offlcers  seem 
that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  fit  up  temporary  quarters  for  them  in 
one  of  the  storehouses,  but  the  funds  at  the  command  of  the  Bureau 
for  work  of  that  character  did  not  admit  of  it. 

Floating  derrick. — This  Bureau  installed  some  years  ago  at  the  Nor- 
folk Navy- Yard  a  set  of  shear  legs,  operated  by  machinery,  of  a  capac- 
ity of  100  tons.  These  are  very  useful  appliances  and  have  been  of 
great  service,  but  they  are  fixed  in  position  and  can  only  be  used  at  a 
particular  point  upon  the  water  front  and  only  for  the  deposit  of  any 
weight  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  dock  coping.  There  is  great 
need  at  a  working  yard  of  a  crane  of  about  the  same  capacity  which 
can  be  utilized  at  any  part  of  the  water  front  or  in  the  waters  of  the 
channel  beyond  the  front.  A  floating  crane  of  about  120  tons'  capac- 
ity is  recommended  to  be  provided  in  the  equipment  of  this  yard  which 
will  admit  of  taking  boilers  or  guns  from  vessels  at  the  wharf  or  lying 
moored  in  the  channel,  or  in  any  waters  in  that  vicinity,  and  deposit 
same  at  any  point  of  the  yard  desired. 

Grading  and  paving. — A  small  sum  is  recommended  for  continuing 
the  grading  and  paving  of  the  streets  and  for  the  extension  of  the 
sewer  system. 

NAVAL  STATION,   PORT  KOTAL,    S.   C. 

Improvements  aggregating  an  estimated  cost  of  $145,000  are  recom- 
mended as  objects  of  appropriation  by  Congress  for  this  station,  as 
follows : 

Yards  and  docks  workshops $54,000 

Paint  shop  and  store  for  combustibles 13,000 

Extension  of  storehouse 30,  000 

Sawmill  and  boat  shop  (construction  and  repair) 30,000 

Shipwright's  shed  (construction  and  repair) 6, 000 

Grading  and  drainage 6, 000 

Dredging  plant  for  dock  entrance 6, 000 

Total 145,000 

The  above-named  improvements  are  desired  to  supplement  those 
already  made  and  others  appropriated  for  by  the  last  Congress  in  order 
to  fit  the  station  for  ordinary  repairs  to  vessels. 

The  storehouse,  sawmill,  boat  shop,  and  shipwright's  shed  are  espe- 
cially requested  by  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Kepair  by  way  of 
increased  facilities  for  its  work  at  this  station.  The  dredging  plant 
estimated  for  is  one  of  very  small  capacity  and  intended  merely  for  use 
in  removing  the  silt  which  accumulates  at  the  dry-dock  entrance  and 
interferes  with  the  handling  of  the  caisson  in  docking  vessels,  the 
removal  of  which  is  quite  expensive  when  contracted  for,  as  there  is  no 
plant  in  the  immediate  vicinity  belonging  to  private  parties.  The  more 
extended  dredging  operations  are  best  accomplished  by  contract. 
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NAVAL  STATION,  KEY  WEST,  PLA. 

The  following  improvements  are  recommended  for  this  station, 
namely : 

Sea-wall  light $3,000 

Sidewalks 1,520 

Two  officers'  quarters 8,000 

Purchase  of  additional  land 100,000 

Total 112,520 

During  the  war  of  this  year  this  small  station  was  taxed  to  its  utmost 
in  every  respect. 

The  entire  area  of  the  station  is  only  about  3  acres,  and  it  was  found 
to  be  entirely  insufficient  when  Key  West  was  made  a  naval  base,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  rent  property  adjoining  the  station  for  the  stor- 
age of  supplies  for  naval  vessels. 

When  the  fleet  left  this  point  for  action,  portions  of  their  outfit,  which 
had  to  be  left  on  shore,  were  stored  at  Fort  Taylor  upon  property 
belonging  to  the  War  Department,  at  great  inconvenience  to  the  latter. 

Additional  lands. — It  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  additional 
lands  be  purchased  and  added  to  the  station,  in  order  that  there  may 
be  proper  storage  for  supplies  for  ships  in  commission,  for  the  care  of 
certain  portions  of  the  outfit  which  must  be  landed  when  vessels  are 
stripped  for  action,  and  for  improvements  which  are  needed  to  facilitate 
the  work  of  the  several  bureaus  which  may  become  necessary.  There 
are  lands  immediately  adjoining  the  station  which  can  be  procured  by 
purchase  or  condemnation,  and  would  make  a  very  valuable  addition 
to  the  station — in  fact,  one  that  seems  absolutely  necessary.  The  plan 
accompanying  this  report  shows  nearly  every  square  foot  of  the  station 
covered  with  some  structure  or  other,  and  others  have  been  erected 
upon  lands  belonging  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

Quarters. — The  accommodations  for  quartering  officers  are  very 
meager,  and  quarters  for  two  more  at  least  should  be  provided. 

NAVY-YARD,  MARE  ISLANB,  CAL. 

The  following  is  a  schedule  of  the  improvements  recommended  to  be 
appropriated  for  at  this  yard : 

Quay  wall,  extension $72,000 

Crematory 7,500 

Tools  for  yards  and  docks  machine  shop 4, 000 

Extension  and  renewal  of  railroad  and  equipment 20,  000 

Fire-engine  house 7, 000 

Storehouse  (supplies  and  accounts) 40, 000 

Block  and  cooper  shop  and  varnish  room  (construction  and  repair) 16, 000 

Timber  shed  (supplies  and  accounts) 26, 250 

Apartment  house  for  officers 15,  000 

Boat  shop  (construction  and  repair) 72,000 

Machine  shop  extension  (construction  and  repair) '. 34, 000 

Storehouse  for  guns 22,000 

Shipwrights'  shop  (construction  and  repair) 75,000 

Machine  shop  and  foundry  (supplies  and  accounts) 150, 000 

Dredging  channel  and  anchorage  ground 100,000 

Sidewalks  and  roads 5,000 

Grading  and  paving  streets 6,  000 

Moving  back  ferry  slip 80,000 

Grading  yard 100,000 

Total 851,750 
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Quay  wall. — Appropriations  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  for  a 
quay  wall  upon  the  water  front  of  the  yard,  until  the  stretch  from  ferry 
slip  to  the  northern  end  of  the  yard  is  fully  provided  for.  The  estimate 
now  submitted  is  to  complete  that  section  from  the  ferry  slip  south  to 
near  the  entrance  of  the  proposed  new  dry  dock.  This  will  give  a 
permanent  sea  wall  throughout  the  working  part  of  the  yard  as  it  now 
exists. 

Crematory. — The  crematory  is  very  much  needed  for  the  purpose  of 
consuming  waste  material,  saving  a  considerable  item  of  expense  now 
incurred  in  collecting  and  transporting  this  material  to  a  distance. 

Railroad. — A  considerable  portion  of  the  railroad  track  in  the  yard 
needs  renewal,  and  extensions  are  necessary  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
transportation  in  the  yard  and  to  dispatch  business,  which  is  now 
delayed  by  the  slow  system  of  teaming. 

Fire-engine  house. — There  is  no  fire- engine  house  proper  in  this  navy- 
yard.  The  engines  are  kept  in  one  place,  the  horses  in  another,  and 
the  men  belonging  to  the  fire  department  sleep  in  another.  It  is 
important  that  the  entire  department  should  be  concentrated  in  one 
building  in  order  that  it  may  be  prompt  in  response  to  calls,  and  so 
rendered  more  efficient. 

Storehouse. — An  additional  storehouse  is  needed  for  the  uses  of  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts.  At  present  there  is  not  sufficient 
room  for  properly  caring  for  all  the  stores  and  materials  under  the 
charge  of  that  Bureau. 

BlocTc  and  cooper  shop. — The  block  and  cooper  work  of  the  Bureau  of 
Construction  and  Eepair  is  now  carried  on  in  a  joiner's  shop,  which 
building  is  greatly  overcrowded,  and  it  has  become  necessary  to  pro- 
vide quarters  for  this  work  in  another  building,  to  include  a  varnisher's 
shop.  The  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  regards  these  improve- 
ments as  of  special  importance. 

Timber  shed. — A  large  quantity  of  timber  in  this  yard  is  left  out  in 
the  open,  exposed  to  the  weather,  or  is  sheltered  under  old  sheds  tem- 
porarily erected  from  time  to  time.  These  aheds  take  up  a  great  deal 
of  valuable  ground,  and  it  is  desired  to  provide  a  new  and  suitable 
building  for  this  purpose,  where  the  material  referred  to  can  be  stored 
and  properly  cared  for. 

Apartment  house. — At  this  yard  an  apartment  house  for  junior  officers 
and  officers  upon  temporary  duty  at  the  yard  is  very  much  needed. 
The  yard  is  isolated  from  the  town  of  Vallejo,  and  in  the  latter  the 
accommodations  are  not  good,  and  often  none  can  be  found.  The 
necessity  for  an  apartment  house  has  long  been  felt,  and  it  is  recom- 
mended that  one  be  provided. 

Boat  shop. — The  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  reports  that  a 
new  boat  and  joiner's  shop  is  necessary;  that  the  present  shops  are 
entirely  inadequate  and  far  removed  from  the  lumber  sheds  and  saw- 
mill. 

Machine  shop,  construction  and  repair. — The  same  Bureau  reports  the 
present  machine  shop  as  entirely  too  small  to  accommodate  the  tools 
which  are  absolutely  necessary,  the  fittings,  auxiliary  machinery,  etc., 
removed  from  shops  being  overhauled,  and  the  shop  is  not  fitted  so 
that  a  new  traveling  crane  can  be  installed.  It  recommends  that  these 
accommodations  be  extended  by  constructing  a  building  parallel  with 
the  present  shop  and  connected  with  it  by  wings. 

Storehouse  for  guns. — In  the  ordnance  department  of  the  yard  there 
is  no  proper  or  sufficient  place  for  storing  guns.  A  building  of  this 
kind  is  needed  at  this  yard  and  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  is 
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requested,  in  which  request  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance 
concurs. 

Shipwrights^  shop, — A  shipwrights'  shop  is  recommended.  The  shops 
of  the  shipwrights,  sparmakers,  calkers,  and  riggers  are  scattered 
through  several  buildings  occupying  space  needed  for  other  purposes. 
They  are  not  well  arranged,  and  it  is  desired  by  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction and  Repair  that  a  building  maybe  erected  especially  designed 
for  these  classes  of  work,  in  which  all  can  be  concentrated  with  advan- 
tage and  economy  to  the  service. 

Machine  shop  and  foundry,  steam  engineering. — The  Bureau  of  Steam 
Engineering  is  now  occupying  buildings  at  the  extreme  northern  end 
of  the  yard,  a  long  distance  from  the  dry  dock,  in  a  situation  which  is 
not  well  adapted  for  carrying  on  the  works  of  this  Bureau  with  dispatch 
and  economy.  It  is  very  essential  that  the  buildings  of  this  Bureau  in 
which  its  important  work  is  done  should  be  at  a  point  nearer  to  the 
dry  docks  and  the  working  part  of  the  yard.  The  Bureau  of  Steam 
Engineering  has  addressed  to  you  a  letter  setting  forth  the  disadvan- 
tages it  experiences  in  the  present  location  of  its  buildings,  and  sub- 
mitting for  your  approval  a  proposition  for  the  construction  of  new 
buildings  to  the  south  of  the  present  site  and  nearer  the  present  dry 
dock  and  the  one  proposed,  which  has  received  your  approval,  and 
which  you  have  directed  this  Bureau  to  provide  for  in  its  annual  esti- 
mates. The  buildings  vacated  by  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering 
can  be  used  with  advantage  for  the  purposes  of  other  bureaus  for  work 
which  can  be  carried  on  in  that  part  of  the  yard. 

Dredging. — Under  appropriation  made  by  Congress  for  the  fiscal  year, 
the  channel  between  the  navy-yard  and  the  bay  has  been  dredged,  but 
not  to  the  full  extent  contemplated  by  the  project,  and  a  further  appro- 
priation is  necessary  to  make  the  channel  of  the  dimensions  necessary 
and  to  provide  an  ample  anchorage  ground  in  front  of  the  yard,  where 
vessels  can  lie  afloat  at  all  stages  of  the  tide. 

Ferry  slip. — For  several  years  estimates  have  been  submitted  for 
moving  back  the  ferry  slip  on  the  yard  front  to  bring  it  in  line  with  the 
established  quay  wall  and  do  away  with  the  projection  beyond  its  front, 
which  is  now  an  inconvenience  and  results  in  a  large  deposit  of  silt 
along  the  water  front.  It  is  desired  that  this  obstruction  in  the  stream 
may  be  removed  and  a  considerable  expense  in  dredging,  resulting 
therefrom,  avoided. 

Grading. — In  order  to  establish  the  buildings  of  the  steam  engineer- 
ing plant  upon  the  proper  site  in  the  vicinity  of  the  dry  docks,  as  pre- 
viously referred  to,  and  for  the  improvement  of  the  part  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  new  dry  dock  proposed,  a  considerable  amount  of  grading  will 
be  necessary,  and  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose  is  requested. 

Navigation  to  Mare  Island. — The  dredging  operations  at  this  yard 
completed  this  year,  and  those  contemplated  under  the  estimate  for 
dredging  channel  and  anchorage  ground,  included  in  the  preceding 
estimates,  are  for  the  purpose  of  making  ultimately  a  good  navigable 
channel  of  30  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low  water  from  the  navy-yard  to  the 
Straits  of  Karquines,  a  distance  of  about  2J  miles.  This  will  make  a 
channel  to  admit  the  passage  of  any  vessel  of  the  Navy  at  any  hour,  but 
between  the  latter  point  and  the  harbor  of  San  Francisco  there  is  a  shoal 
lying  in  San  Pablo  Bay.  This  shoal,  between  the  Straits  of  Karquines 
and  the  Golden  Gate,  off  Point  Pinole,  Point  Wilson,  and  Lone  Tree 
Point,  where  the  depth  of  water  is  less  than  30  feet,  is  at  one  point  only 
21  feet  in  depth.    A  battle  ship  could  pass  over  it  only  at  high  tide. 

In  order  to  get  a  depth  of  30  feet  of  water  at  low  tide  throughout 
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this  section,  which  is  about  5  miles  in  length,  it  would  cost  for  a 
channel  300  feet  in  width  about  $200,000,  and  for  a  channel  500  feet  in 
width,  about  $350,000.  No  other  shoal  which  would  be  an  obstruction 
to  navigation  exists  between  the  Golden  Gate  and  Mare  Island.  It  is 
important  that  this  shoal  should  be  removed,  in  order  that  the  Mare 
Island  I>ravy-Yard  may  be  accessible  for  all  vessels  of  the  Navy  at  all 
stages  of  the  tide.  The  Bureau  is  not  aware  that  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  over  this  shoal  has  been  made  the  subject  of  study  by 
the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  or  by  the  War  Department,  which  has 
charge  of  works  of  improvement  in  navigable  rivers.  It  has  been 
asserted  that  it  is  impracticable  to  make  a  permanent  improvement 
through  this  portion  of  the  bay,  and  that  to  keep  a  channel  of  this 
width  open  would  require  a  very  large  annual  expenditure  for  dredging. 
It  is  necessary,  in  the  Bureau's  opinion,  to  have  a  navigable  channel  of 
a  continuous  depth  of  30  feet  at  mean  low  water  from  the  sea  to  the 
Mare  Island  Navy- Yard,  if  it  is  to  remain  the  principal  navy-yard  on 
the  Pacific  coast.  If  this  improvement  of  the  navigation  can  be  made 
permanent  at  the  expense  indicated,  or  can  be  maintained  at  a  mod- 
erate annual  expense,  it  should  be  made. 

If  keeping  the  navigation  open  for  the  depth  stated  above  is  impos- 
sible without  a  very  large  annual  expense,  amounting  to  several  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  then  the  Government  should  take  early  steps  to 
establish  a  navy-yard  on  the  waters  of  San  Francisco  Bay  at  some  point 
where  such  dif&culties  will  not  be  encountered,  where  the  yard  will  be 
safe  from  an  attack  from  fleets  on  the  sea,  and  where  a  permanent  depth 
of  navigation  of  30  feet  can  be  had  between  it  and  the  sea.  The  estab- 
lishment at  the  Mare  Island  Navy-Yard  is  a  very  valuable  one  in  many 
respects.  The  Government  has  spent  a  great  deal  of  money  there,  and 
is  now  spending  large  sums  in  repairing  the  damages  occasioned  by  the 
earthquake  of  Marcli  last,  and  in  various  works  of  improvement,  includ- 
ing the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  of  the  largest  class,  to  cost  in  itself 
nearly  a  million  dollars ;  also  the  construction  of  a  coaling  station,  which 
is  ultimately  to  have  a  capacity  of  25,000  tons  and  will  cost  a  quarter 
of  a  million  dollars. 

It  is  important,  therefore,  that  the  question  of  a  proper  navigable 
depth  between  it  and  the  sea  shall  be  determined  at  once.  The  Bureau 
would  recommend  that  the  matter  be  laid  before  Congress,  and  that 
steps  be  taken  without  delay  to  effect  an  improvement  giving  the  depth 
required,  and,  in  view  of  its  great  importance,  that  appropriation  for  a 
channel  through  San  Pablo  Bay  500  feet  in  width,  at  a  cost  of  $350,000, 
be  made  under  "Public  Works"  of  the  Navy  Department,  in  the  event 
that  such  an  improvement  can  not  be  effected  at  once  under  the  laws 
governing  the  improvements  of  harbors  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
War  Department. 

NAVAX  STATION,   PUGKT  SOUND,  WASH. 

A  few  items  of  improvement  are  submitted  herewith  for  this  station, 
as  follows : 

Pump  and  boiler  house  for  waterworks $3,000 

Purchase  of  additional  land  near  water-supply  springs 1, 000 

Yard  water-closets 6,000 

Continuing  clearing  and  grading  station 12,000 

Floor  for  construction  and  repair  shop 8, 000 

Narrow-gauge  railway  system 3,  500 

Extension  of  boiler  room  and  steam  plant  for  yards  and  docks 20, 000 

Total 53,500 
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This  station  contains  a  dry  dock  of  the  largest  caj)acity,  machine 
shop  for  construction  and  repair,  general  storehouse,  and  a  machine 
shop  for  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering  is  provided  for,  so  that  the 
yard  is  fitted  for  ordinary  repairs  to  the  vessels  of  the  Navy.  The  few 
objects  above  enumerated  are  considered  important  for  improving  the 
station  in  some  respects,  which  will  add  to  its  efficiency  and  facilitate 
the  work  of  the  several  bureaus.  No  extensive  improvements  are  con- 
templated at  present,  unless  it  should  be  the  desire  of  Congress  to  very 
much  increase  the  establishment  at  this  point  and  do  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  work  for  the  Navy  upon  this  part  of  the  coast. 

Moderate  facilities  are  valuable  at  this  station,  but  if  it  be  important 
that  this  country  equip  a  first-class  naval  station  or  yard  in  this  vicinity, 
near  the  limit  of  its  boundary,  which  the  Bureau  believes,  then  another 
site  should  be  sought  which  combines  the  essential  requirements  of 
such  a  yard  in  a  nearby  population  supplying  enough  skilled  labor,  a 
market  with  supplies  conveniently  and  quickly  available,  and  direct 
railroad  connection  with  a  trunk  line  for  the  quick  and  economical 
transport  of  material. 

The  present  site  possesses  none  of  these  desiderata.  The  nearest  city 
of  considerable  size  is  15  miles  away.  Communication  with  tlie  rest  of 
the  world  is  by  water  carriage  over  this  distance,  and  the  little  work 
done  at  the  station  has  been  under  disadvantages.  When  a  naval  ves- 
sel has  been  docked  and  repaired,  skilled  men  have  been  supplied  and 
transported  at  great  expense  from  the  Mare  Island  yard. 

Under  these  conditions  it  is  doubtful  if  it  be  wise  to  build  up  a  very 
large  establishment  at  this  station  and  provide  for  more  than  docking 
and  slight  repairs,  unless  no  suitable  site  near  one  of  the  large  cities 
and  railroad  communications  can  be  had. 

REPAIRS  AND  PRESERVATION. 

The  estimate  of  the  Bureau  for  repairs  and  preservation  at  navy- 
yards  and  stations  is  $450,000.  This  is  $50,000  in  excess  of  the  amount 
appropriated  for  the  past  fiscal  year.  The  demands  upon  this  appro- 
priation are  many  and  varied,  and  include  repairs  to  all  the  buildings 
in  the  navy-yards,  all  the  officers'  quarters,  wharves,  landings,  dry 
docks,  water  and  gas  works,  electric-light  works,  sewers,  streets  and 
sidewalks,  and  many  others  which  are  constant  and  imperative,  and  it 
has  been  found  extremely  diificult  in  the  past  to  keep  the  yards  and 
stations  in  a  state  of  efiflciency  in  all  respects  under  the  appropriations 
heretofore  made.  As  the  yards  and  stations  are  improved  and  de- 
veloped, and  new  dry  docks,  buildings,  and  other  works  are  constructed, 
the  annual  cost  of  necessary  repairs  must  increase  each  year.  The 
Bureau  was  very  much  embarrassed  during  the  early  months  of  the 
present  war  for  lack  of  funds  for  this  purpose,  and  had  not  Congress 
made  a  special  appropriation  for  this  object  in  the  deficiency  bill,  the 
service  would  have  been  very  much  embarrassed  in  consequence. 

It  is  requested  that  the  entire  amount  estimated  may  be  granted  by 
Congress. 

GENERAL  MAINTENANCE. 

The  estimates  submitted  under  this  head  aggregate  $350,000.  They 
are  $50,000  in  excess  of  the  amount  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the 
past  fiscal  year.  The  remarks  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  a  larger 
appropriation  for  repairs  and  preservation  apply  with  equal  force  to 
general  maintenance.  The  expenses  are  largely  of  a  contingent  nature. 
They  include  freight,  transportation  of  materials  and  stores,  mainte- 
nance of  fire  apparatus,  machinery  of  all  kinds  and  attendance  on 
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same,  purchase  and  mainteiiance  of  teams,  tools,  stationery,  furniture 
for  houses  and  offices,  coal,  lights,  incidental  labor,  etc.  The  embar- 
rassment in  attempting  to  keep  up  the  efflciency  of  the  yards  and 
stations  under  this  appropriation  is  even  greater  than  that  in  the  case 
of  the  repairs  and  preservation  of  the  yards,-  and  the  entire  amount 
estimated  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  yards  in 
a  fair  state  of  efficiency.  Congress  appropriated  $50,000  in  the  defi- 
ciency bill  for  extraordinary  expenses  under  this  head  during  the  war 
of  this  year. 

CONTINGENT,  YARDS  AND  DOCKS. 

The  estimate  under  the  head  of  contingent,  yards  and  docks,  $20,000, 
is  for  expenses  of  an  unforeseen  character  which  may  become  necessary 
through  damages  by  tire,  floods,  or  other  extraordinary  causes,  and 
only  so  much  of  it  as  is  absolutely  necessary  is  used  for  the  repairs 
of  such  injuries,  the  balance  being  allowed  to  revert  to  the  Treasury. 

The  total  of  estimates  of  the  Bureau  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  1900 
aggregates  $6,347,421.23,  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  summary. 

Summary  of  estvmates  for  1899-1900. 

Improvements , $5,433,599.00 

Repairs  and  preservation 450, 000. 00 

General  maintenance 350,  000.  00 

Contingent , 20,000.00 

Civil  establisiiment  at  yards  and  stations 83,442.23 

Support  of  Bureau,  salaries 10,380.00 

Total 6,347,421.23 

YARDS  AND  STATIONS  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST. 

The  western  coast  of  the  United  States  stretches  from  San  Diego  on 
the  south  to  Puget  Sound  on  the  north,  a  distance  of  1,250  miles.  The 
nation  has  one  navy-yard  and  one  naval  station  upon  this  coast,  the 
latter  at  its  extreme  northern  limit. 

The  navy-yard  at  Mare  Island  is  south  of  central  of  this  stretch, 
and  lies  upon  waters  connecting  with  the  great  San  Francisco  Bay, 
upon  which  is  situated  the  populous  and  wealthy  city  of  San  Francisco. 
Its  general  location  is  the  best  upon  the  Pacific  coast  from  a  strategic 
standpoint,  and  is  an  excellent  one  with  reference  to  the  markets  for 
labor  and  supplies,  upon  which  depend  so  much  the  efficient  condition 
of  the  navy-yard  and  its  economic  results,  but  it  yet  remains  to  be 
demonstrated  that  the  selection  of  its  precise  situation  upon  Mare 
Island  strait  was  a  fortunate  one.  No  battle  ship  or  heavy-draft  cruiser 
has  yet  approached  its  wharves,  and  while  it  is  possible  for  one  to  do 
so  under  favorable  conditions  as  to  time  and  tide,  it  is  not  probable  that 
the  venture  will  be  made  until  the  physical  state  of  the  navigable 
channel  between  San  Francisco  Bay  and  its  docks  is  very  materially 
improved. 

The  Oregon,  which  was  built  in  San  Francisco,  was  not  sent  to  the 
Mare  Island  Navy- Yard  to  fit  for  sea  because  of  the  risks  of  naviga- 
tion, and  was  compelled  to  go  to  the  Puget  Sound  naval  station,  800  miles 
north,  to  be  docked.  A  dock  of  the  largest  class  is  projected  for  Mare 
Island,  and  the  navigation  to  it  must  be  easy  and  safe  at  all  times  before 
it  can  be  fully  useful  to  the  service.  The  Government  could  construct 
the  amplest  docking  facilities  on  San  Francisco  Bay,  but  in  any  event 
this  bay  is  450  miles  north  of  the  southern  limit  of  our  territory  on  this 
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coast,  and  it  is  quite  as  important  to  have  a  station  for  coal  and  repairs 
at  this  limit  as  at  the  northern  one. 

While  it  may  be  in  the  distant  future  when  so  large  a  naval  force  is 
maintained  on  this  coast  as  upon  the  Atlantic,  it  must  be  evident  that 
the  growing  interests  of  the  country  upon  the  Pacific  in  Alaska,  Hawaii, 
Samoa,  anti  our  own  territory,  and  trade  and  other  relations  with  the 
Pacific  Central  and  South  American  countries  will  be  attended  with  more 
of  a  naval  establishment  upon  its  shores  than  we  have  ever  before  main- 
tained there,  and  in  the  event  of  complications  requiring  a  demonstration 
of  force  the  dock-yard  establishment  must  be  equal  to  the  situation. 

If  this  nation  shall  own  or  control  no  waterway  across  the  American 
isthmus,  the  necessity  for  the  maintenance  of  a  stronger  naval  force 
permanently  assigned  to  these  waters,  to  be  ready  for  use  at  once, 
rather  than  depend  upon  the  tardy  transit  of  war  vessels  around  Cape 
Horn,  seems  evident. 

I  recommend  that  the  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a  naval  coaling 
and  repair  station  upon  or  near  the  southern  limit  of  our  Pacific  coast, 
and  its  definite  location,  be  committed  for  study  and  report  to  a  board 
of  experienced  and  able  officers,  competent  to  properly  weigh  all  the 
conditions  that  affect  and  enter  into  so  important  a  problem. 

WATOH  FORCE  AT  NAVY- YARDS. 

Congress  makes  annual  appropriation  in  the  naval  bill  for  the  pay 
of  watchmen  at  navy-yards  and  stations.  The  expenditures  under  this 
head  for  the  fiscal  year  1897  were  $38,627,77.  The  expenditures  for  the 
same  purpose  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $36,511.97.  The  esti- 
mates received  from  the  navy-yards  and  stations  for  the  same  purpose 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  1900  aggregate  $51,610.80.  At  those  less 
important  stations,  where  the  Marine  Corps  maintains  no  guard,  it  is 
necessary  that  this  Bureau  should  provide  sufflcient  watchmen  to  entirely 
guard  the  public  property;  but  at  all  the  yards  and  stations  of  the 
country,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  an  efiflcient  and  ample  guard  is 
maintained  by  the  Marine  Corps.  The  Bureau  is  of  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  naval  service,  in  the  matters 
of  eflBciency  and  economy,  if  the  police  duty  at  the  yards  were  done  by 
the  Marine  Corps  and  the  watch  force  under  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Docks  at  these  stations  disbanded.  Police  duty  is  one  of  the  functions 
for  which  the  Marine  Corps  exists,  and  it  seems  in  every  way  practica- 
ble that  the  police  duty  at  all  the  yards  where  marines  are  stationed 
should  be  performed  by  the  offlcers  and  enlisted  men  of  this  corps. 
The  yards  and  stations  are  military  establishments,  and  it  is  appropri- 
ate, proper,  and  best  that  the  guard  should  be  a  military  one.  I  have 
to  recommend  that  the  Department  establish  such  a  system  for  all  the 
police  duty  necessary  at  the  navy-yards  and  stations  where  detach- 
ments of  the  Marine  Corps  can  be  maintained. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  much  of  the  police  duty  at  the  yards  which  was 
formerly  done  by  watchmen  is  now  performed  by  the  Marine  Corps.  It 
has  been  attended  with  excellent  results,  and  the  extension  of  the 
system  to  take  in  all  the  yards  and  stations  indicated  above  would  be 
no  experiment,  and  would  result  in  a  considerable  diminution  of  the 
annual  expenses  for  guarding  public  property. 

COALING  FACILITIES. 

The  assembly  of  large  numbers  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  Navy 
at  various  points  before  and  during  the  war  with  Spain  emphasized 


1066  •  PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING  THE 

the  importance  of  having  large  supplies  of  coal  available  for  quick 
delivery  to  them.  At  a  few  ports  it  is  possible  to  obtain  large  supplies, 
at  short  notice,  for  coaling  a  fleet;  while  at  others  it  is  necessary  to 
have  a  considerable  quantity  stored  for  use  at  any  time,  with  storage 
capacity  for  a  large  amount,  to  enable  the  wants  of  the  service  to  b« 
anticipated  sufficiently  to  avoid  detention.  These  stations  should  be 
not  only  ample  in  the  matter  of  storage  capacity  needed  at  various 
points,  but  the  provisions  for  handling  the  coal  should  be  of  such  design 
and  character  that  it  can  be  effected  with  the  smallest  cost  and  most 
expedition. 

The  coaling  facilities  at  the  navy-yards  and  stations,  as  they  now 
exist,  are  meager  in  capacity  and  crude,  expensive,  and  slow  in  the 
methods  of  handling. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  ample  and  efficient  plants 
being  constructed  at  Key  West  and  Dry  Tortugas.  Large  supplies 
capable  of  being  furnished  rapidly  to  vessels  are  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance when  a  fleet  is  assembled  in  these  waters  for  any  purpose,  either 
warlike  or  peaceful.  Isolated  from  the  mainland,  and  therefore  with- 
out railroad  communication,  and  lying  as  outposts  in  these  waters,  it  is 
very  desirable  that  the  plant  be  capable  of  containing  a  large  supply. 

For  the  purpose  of  being  well  advised  upon  this  subject,  the  Depart- 
ment constituted  a  naval  coal  board,  making  it  its  duty  to  examine, 
report,  and  recommend  as  to  what  facilities  should  be  provided  upon 
the  Atlantic  coast  from  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  north.  This  board  made  an 
exhaustive  and  valuable  report  upon  the  subject  and  its  conclusions 
and  recommendations  are  regarded  as  of  great  value. 

Following  the  line  of  its  recommendations,  the  Bureau  has  submitted 
estimates  for  enlarging  facilities  at  some  of  the  yards  and  establishing 
practically  new  ones  at  others,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  appropriations 
recommended  should  be  made  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  in  order 
that  the  service  may  at  an  early  day  be  well  supplied  with  these 
necessary  provisions. 

Very  much  more  ample  and  better  coaling  facilities  than  now  exist 
upon  the  Pacific  coast  ought  to  be  established  soon,  and  when  a  site  for 
the  works  in  San  Francisco  Harbor  ha.s  been  determined  upon,  the 
Department  should  receive  the  authority  of  Congress  for  constructing 
a  very  large  plant  there,  upon  the  scale  recommended  by  the  coal  board 
for  those  waters,  because  of  the  remoteness  of  this  base  from  the 
sources  of  good  coal  for  naval  use. 

CORPS    OP   CIVIL  ENGINEERS. 

I  beg  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  and  Congress  the 
importance  of  an  organization  of  the  Corps  of  Civil  Engineers  upon  a 
somewhat  different  basis  from  that  now  existing.  The  corps  as  it  exists 
at  the  date  of  this  report  numbers  eighteen.  All  these  belong  to  the 
one  and  only  grade  of  full  civil  engineers.  I  think  the  manner  of  admis- 
sion to  the  Corps  of  Civil  Engineers  should  be  established  by  act  of 
Congress,  and  that  the  requirement  should  be  that  appointments  be 
made  only  after  a  competitive  examination,  if  from  civil  life,  or  after 
careful  selection,  if  from  the  Naval  Academy. 

There  should  be  added  to  the  corps  the  grade  of  assistant  civil 
engineer,  in  order  that  young  men  may  be  appointed  to  the  lower  grade 
first  and  be  promoted  to  the  grade  of  full  civil  engineer  as  vacancies 
occur  in  the  latter,  after  some  years  of  experience  and  after  a  further 
examination  to  test  their  fitness  for  such  promotion. 
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I  would  recommend  that  the  number  of  assistant  civil  engineers  be 
not  fixed  by  law,  but  be  variable,  at  the  discretion  of  the  President,  to 
suit  the  requirements  of  the  service.  The  corps  as  it  now  exists  is  not 
sufficiently  large  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  of  designing,  construct- 
ing, and  maintaining  the  public  works  in  the  Navy  without  calling  to  its 
aid  many  young  civil  engineers  from  private  life  to  temporary  appoint- 
ments attiievarious  yards  and  stations,  under  various  titles  of  draftsman, 
transitman,  leveler,  rodman,  etc.,  who  are  paid  from  the  appropriations 
made  by  Congress  for  works  of  improvements  upon  which  they  are 
engaged.  Such  assistants,  being  commissioned  officers,  would  have  the 
requisite  authority  and  status  to  perform  any  duty  assigned  to  them  in 
connection  with  public  works,  and  take  charge  of  the  same  and  represent 
the  civil  engineer  of  the  yard  in  his  absence.  There  would  also  be  the 
manifest  advantage  of  having  young  officers  in  training  in  the  subordi- 
nate grade  in  the  line  of  public  works  under  the  cognizance  of  this 
Bureau,  to  fit  them  in  an  especial  degree  for  the  vacancies  occurring  in 
the  grade  of  civil  engineer.  Such  commissioned  officers  would  probably 
have  a  greater  interest  in  the  work  than  temporarily  employed  civilians, 
thus  insuring  a  more  efficient  administration  and  better  results. 

The  introduction  of  such  a  grade  would  be  without  additional  expense 
to  the  Government,  as  its  establishment  would  obviate  the  necessity  of 
the  employment  of  an  equal  number  of  young  engineers  under  the  sev- 
eral ratings  mentioned  above. 

The  importance  of  some  such  reorganization  has  been  laid  before  the 
Department  in  previous  years  by  a  former  chief  of  this  Bureau,  Com- 
modore N.  H.  Farquhar.  At  that  time  the  proposition  contemplated 
the  selection  of  the  appointees  from  graduates  of  the  Naval  Academy, 
who  were  to  be  selected  from  those  showing  an  aptitude  and  prefer- 
ence for  the  profession  of  civil  engineering.  It  was  also  contemplated 
that  they  should  be  given  a  post-graduate  course  in  civil  engineering 
at  some  engineering  school  of  good  repute  in  this  country,  and  upon 
taking  the  degree  of  civil  engineer  from  such  institution  they  were  to 
be  detailed  to  the  Corps  of  Civil  Engineers.  At  that  time  appoint- 
ments were  being  made  directly  from  civil  life,  frequently  without  any 
test  as  to  the  professional  qualifications  of  the  appointees,  and  it  was 
deemed  better  that  appointments  should  be  made  in  the  manner  indi- 
cated above,  in  order  to  insure  officers  educated  and  qualified  in  the 
profession. 

Graduates  of  the  Naval  Academy,  who  have  completed  the  two 
years'  cruise  and  the  final  examination  and  are  naturally  fitted  and 
inclined  to  become  civil  engineers,  might  be  assigned  about  the  1st  of 
June  to  duty  under  the  ci\al  engineer  of  some  navy-yard.  After  three 
months  of  such  duty,  if  found  qualified,  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks  would  then  recommend  to  the  Department  that  such 
officers  be  ordered  to  some  engineering  school  to  take  such  a  post- 
graduate course  of  study  as  will  fit  them  for  the  duties  of  a  civil 
engineer  in  the  Navy.  Upon  the  completion  of  such  post-gxaduate 
course  the  officers  would  be  commissioned  assistant  civil  engineers. 

The  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  would  recommend  an 
engineering  school,  and  have  general  supervision  of  the  post-graduate 
course  and  of  the  officers  while  taking  such  course. 

During  the  past  two  years  two  examinations  have  been  held  for  the 
purjyose  of  admitting  candidates  to  the  corps.  The  results  of  the 
examinations  have  been  entirely  satisfactory,  and  capable  and  efficient 
men  have  been  added  to  this  branch  of  the  service.  If  an  examination 
of  this  kind  were  made  obligatory  by  law,  it  would  accomplish  the  pur- 
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pose  sought  in  selecting  men  from  graduates  of  the  Naval  Academy, 
and  it  is  earnestly  requested  that  a  law  may  be  passed  which  will  pro- 
vide for  admission  to  this  corps  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  methods 
indicated. 

The  Bureau  will  at  a  later  time  submit  for  your  consideration  a  pro- 
posed bill  embodying  these  recommendations  and  such  others  as  it 
deems  advisable  to  embody  in  a  law  reorganizing  the  corps. 

HISTOKY   OP   THE   BOSTON  NAVY- YARD. 

Several  years  ago  the  late  Rear- Admiral  George  H.  Preble,  under  the 
direction  of  this  Bureau,  prepared  a  succinct  but  very  valuable  history 
of  the  Boston  yard,  from  its  foundation.  It  contains  a  valuable  record 
of  the  principal  operations  of  the  yard  during  its  history  up  to  the  time 
when  written,  and  very  much  of  great  historical  value  relating  to  this 
yard  and  the  Navy.  Admiral  Preble  was  a  devoted  antiquarian,  and 
the  manuscript  is  written  with  great  precision  and  accuracy  of  detail, 
and  in  his  best  vein. 

The  Bureau  recommends  that  Congress  be  requested  to  authorize  the 
publication  of  this  history,  precedence  for  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 
late  publication  of  the  history  of  the  Portsmouth  (N.  H.)  Navy-Yard, 
by  the  same  hand. 

The  Bureau  accompanies  this  report  with  plans  of  all  the  navy-yards 
and  stations.  These  show  the  condition  of  each  up  to  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year,  June  30, 1898.  They  are  presented  for  the  purpose  of  illus- 
trating more  fully  the  report  of  the  operations  and  the  recommendations 
made.  It  is  believed,  further,  that  they  will  be  of  great  value  as  col- 
lecting for  the  first  time  in  an  annual  report  ot  this  Bureau,  in  conve- 
nient form  for  reference,  a  complete  set  of  drawings  showing  the  actual 
conditions  at  the  time. 

A  statement  of  the  amounts  expended  under  each  specific  head  of 
appropriation  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  and  the  balance  remaining 
unexpended,  as  required  by  law,  is  appended. 

An  abstract  of  offers  for  special  objects  of  improvement  and  supplies, 
coming  under  the  cognizance  of  this  Bureau,  is  made  in  conformity  to 
act  of  March  3,  1843. 

Also  a  report  showing  the  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  1898 
from  appropriations  pertaining  to  this  Bureau,  for  civilians  employed  on 
clerical  duty  or  in  any  other  capacity  than  as  mechanics  and  working- 
men,  at  various  yards  and  stations,  with  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  1900, 
in  accordance  with  law. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MORDBCAI  T.   EnDICOTT, 

Ohief  of  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


EBPOET  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  EPUIPMENT. 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  38, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  this  Bureau  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898, 
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The  following  were  the  appropriations  for  the  Bureau  under  the 
naval  bill  for  the  above-mentioned  fiscal  year : 

Equipment  of  vessels $1,458, 117 

Contingent  equipment 15,000 

Civil  establishment 15,525 

Increase  of  the  Navy,  equipment 162, 628 

It  is  believed  that  if  a  state  of  war  had  not  existed  during  a  part  ot 
this  year  the  amounts  appropriated  would  have  been  sufficient  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  service.  Up  to  the  date  that  preparations  for  war 
became  necessary  good  balances  under  each  heading  were  available, 
and  the  Bureau  had  taken  precautions  to  keep  the  expenses  within  the 
appropriations. 

When,  however,  war  became  imminent,  and  certain  preparations  for 
it  had  to  be  made,  as  well  as  later  during  the  progress  of  the  war,  it 
became  a  necessity  to  spend  much  larger  amounts  than  originally 
appropriated.  This  was  especially  the  case  under  the  heading  "  Equip- 
ment of  vessels,"  out  of  which  all  labor  is  paid  and  general  supplies 
are  purchased. 

Congress  having  appropriated  a  liberal  amount  for  the  national 
defense,  the  Bureau  was  allotted  a  share  of  it.  In  addition,  an  appro- 
priation of  $100,000  was  obtained  under  the  head  of  "Equipment  of 
vessels,"  and  still  later  a  defloiency  appropriation  of  $1,300,000  was 
passed. 

The  expenditures  of  the  Bureau  exceeded  these  appropriations, 
including  the  deficiency  appropriation,  by  the  sum  of  $116,883.  This 
was  covered  by  the  naval  appropriation  bill  approved  May  4,  1898, 
which,  by  order  of  the  President,  was  made  immediately  available. 

The  obligations,  under  the  head  of  "Equipment  of  vessels,"  during 
the  fiscal  year  were  as  follows : 

Amount  originally  appropriated $1, 458, 117 

Special  appropriation 100,000 

National  defense 1,021,033 

Deficiency  appropriation 1, 300, 000 

Amount  expended  from  appropriation  1898-99 116, 883 

Total 3,996,033 

Amount  originally  appropriated 1, 458, 117 

Difference 2,537,916 

This  difference  may  be  assumed  as  the  cost  of  the  war  in  actual 
expenditure  of  money  under  this  Bureau  up  to  June  30, 1898,  but  it 
does  not  include  the  expenditure  of  supplies  from  stock  previously 
on  hand.    The  Bureau  has  not  the  data  for  estimating  this  last  expense. 

The  following  articles  were  manufactured  at  the  Boston  !Navy-Tard, 
at  a  cost  for  labor  of  $101,756.96,  and  for  material,  $273,703.57,  making 
a  total  cost  of  $375,460.53,  an  excess  over  last  year  of  $203,976.84. 

In  the  ropewalk : 

Manila  rope pounds..  528,944 

Hemp  rope do....  63,792 

Wire  rope do....  150,207 

Bolt  rope do....  28,062 

Hemp  seizing do 16,994 

Spun  yam do 11,746 

Ratline do....  27,784 

Houseline do....  18,721 

Round  line do....  12,641 

Tarred  marline - do 15,307 

Manila  yam do....  409,922 

American  yarns do 73, 089 
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In  the  ropewalk — Continued. 

Russian  yarns ' pounds..  105, 731 

Codline do....  21,452 

Breeching  stuff do 14,618 

Signal  halyards,  lead  line do 23,662 

In  the  machine  shops : 

Galleys number..  2 

Galley  parts pounds..  4,972 

Chain  studs do....  38,000 

Rings,  punches,  caps,  and  miscellaneous  articles do 2,  747 

In  forge,  anchor,  and  chain  shop : 

Anchors  manufactured,  number,  133 do 21,  339 

Chain  manufactured,  fathoms,  3,725 do 840,424 

Shackles,  grapnels,  and  miscellaneous  articles do 32, 353 

In  the  rolling  mill : 

Iron  rolled do....  1,066,372 

Billet  iron do 119,520 

Hemp,  for  the  manufacture  of  cordage  of  all  kinds,  to  the  amount  of 
$97,761.85  was  purchased  during  the  year,  as  follows: 


Cost. 


Eussia  hemp 

Manila  hemp 

Italian  hemp,  for  test. 


Total 514,^,%         97,761.85 


The  following  material  was  on  hand  at  the  Boston  Navy-Tard  at  the 
close  of  the  year  for  the  manufacture  of  rope  : 

•  Pounds. 

American  hemp 13.000 

Manila  hemp leiilGO 

Russia  hemp _ .  107,  520 

Wire 90,610 

Hide  (cut  yarns) 4,230 

There  was  expended  in  the  sail  lofts  of  the  several  navy-yards  the 
sum  of  $121,047.07  for  labor  and  $90,823.20  for  material,  and  in  the 
rigging  lofts  $60,703.81  for  labor  and  $70,359.57  for  material,  making  a 
total  expenditure  for  labor  and  material  of  $342,938.65,  an  excess  over 
last  year  of  $161,183.64. 

The  sum  of  $574,005.81  was  expended  at  the  several  navy -yards  for 
labor  in  equipping  vessels,  being  an  excess  over  last  year  of  $  176,847.04. 

There  was  expended  abroad  for  equipment  supplies  the  sum  of 
$710,612.50.    Of  this  amount  $601,885.53  was  expended  for  coal. 

A  total  amount  of  452,551  tons  of  coal,  costing  $2,122,005.28,  or  at 
the  rate  of  $4.68  per  ton,  was  purchased  during  the  year,  as  against 
138,318  tons,  costing  $655,921.72,  or  at  the  rate  of  $4.75  per  ton,  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897.  Of  this  amount  74,111  tons 
were  purchased  abroad  or  paid  for  by  paymasters  of  ships,  costing 
$601,885.53,  or  at  the  rate  of  $8.12  per  ton,  as  against  56,268  tons,  cost- 
ing $375,840.63,  or  at  the  rate  of  $6.68  per  ton,  for  the  year  1897.  There 
were  purchased  at  homeduring  the  year,  upon  open  purchase  requisition 
or  under  contract,  378,437  tons  of  coal,  costing,  together  with  the 
transportation  thereof,  $1,520,119.75,  or  an  average  of  $4.02  per  ton,  as 
against  82,051  tons,  costing  $280,091.09,  or  an  average  of  $3.41  per  ton, 
for  the  year  1897. 

The  increased  cost  of  coal  abroad  was  due  to  serious  and  prolonged 
strikes  of  coal  miners  and  threatened  war  between  foreign  uRtions. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  coal  was  bought  free  on  board  at  the 
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point  of  shipment,  and  was  theuce  conveyed  to  ships  at  the  theater 
of  war  by  Government  colliers.  No  freight  charges  were  therefore 
incurred,  and  the  cost  per  ton  appears  smaller  than  it  would  without 
Government  transportation. 

By  watching  the  market  and  making  close  contracts,  the  Bureau  was 
able  to  keep  the  cost  of  coal  -down  to  a  minimum  and  at  a  price  believed 
to  be  remarkable,  in  view  of  the  conditions. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  amount  of  labor  performed  and 
materials  furnished,  due  to  the  war,  in  the  equipment  department  of 
the  various  navy-yards  and  stations,  in  addition  to  work  on  all  regular 
naval  ships: 

NAVY- YARD,   PORTSMOUTH,   N.  H. 

The  sum  of  $2,120.50  was  expended  for  labor  and  material  in  prepar- 
ing equipment  outfits  for  the  following  ships,  viz,  Piscataqua,  Frolic, 
Essex,  and  preparing  cooking  outfit  for  1,600  enlisted  Spanish  prisoners 
of  war. 

NAVY- YARD,   BOSTON. 

Complete  outfits  of  rigging,  canvas,  galleys  and  cooking  utensils, 
boat  supplies,  anchors,  chains,  ground  tackle,  hawsers,  cordage,  tow- 
lines,  electric  supplies,  binnacles,  compasses,  sextants,  chronometers, 
charts  and  other  instruments  and  appliances  of  navigation,  sails,  awn- 
ings, hammocks,  and  bags  were  all  furnished  to  the  following-named 
ships,  purchased  for  use  during  tlie  war: 


Bancroft, 

Hector, 

Lebanon, 

Southery, 

Calumet, 

Inca, 

Lehigh, 

Seminole, 

Hast  Boston, 

Katahdin, 

Marcellus, 

Vulcan, 

Gov.  Russell, 

Lancaster, 

Oneida, 

Wyandotte, 

To  meet  the  demands  of  the  service,  the  Equipment  Department  was 
compelled  to  increase  the  force  from  183  to  356  men,  and  work  overtime. 


NAVY- YARD,  NEW  YORK. 

Complete  outfits  of  rigging,  canvas,  galleys  and  cooking  utensils, 
boat  supplies,  anchors,  chains,  ground  tackle,  hawsers,  cordage,  tow- 
lines,  electric  supplies,  binnacles,  compasses,  sextants,  chronometers, 
charts  and  other  instruments  and  appliances  of  navigation,  sails, 
awnings,  hammocks,  and  bags,  were  all  furnished  to  the  following- 
named  ships  purchased  for  use  during  the  war: 


Alexander, 

Free  Lance, 

Nezinscot, 

Sioux, 

Abarenda, 

Gloucester, 

Nahant, 

Stranger, 

Algonquin, 

Hannibal, 

Osceola, 

Sylvia, 

Aileen, 

Huntress, 

Prairie, 

Scorpion, 

Badger, 

Hornet, 

Panther, 

Topeka, 

GcBsar, 

Hist, 

Pompey, 

Tecumseh, 

Cassius, 

Jason, 

Resolute, 

Uncas, 

Celtic, 

Kanaicha, 

Restless, 

Viking, 

Eugenia, 

Leonidas, 

Sterling, 

Wompatuck, 

Enquirer, 

Mayflower, 

Saturn, 

Water  Barge  No.l, 

Elfrida, 

Niagara, 

Scindia, 

Yankee. 

In  the  sail  loft  were  manufactured  5,000  coaling  bags,  12,000  clothes 
bags,  and  8,000  hammocks. 
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To  meet  the  enormous  demand  for  flags  and  signals  the  force  in  the 
flag-making  department  was  increased  from  12  to  80  persons. 

The  Bureau  desires  to  bear  witness  to  the  highly  efficient  service 
during  the  war  at  this  yard  in  supplying  ships  with  equipment  outfits. 

NAVY- YARD,   LEAGUE   ISLAND. 

In  like  manner  to  the  Boston  and  New  York  navy-yards,  outfits  sim- 
ilar to  those  previously  enumerated  were  supplied  to  the  following-named 
ships,  including  the  necessary  work  of  installation : 


Arctic, 

Enterprise, 

Manhattan, 

Princeton, 

Arethusa, 

Edith  Howes, 

Mahopac, 

Samoset, 

Ajax, 

Jason, 

Minneapolis, 

Sylph, 

Oatskill, 

Justin, 

Miantonomoh, 

St.  Paul, 

Ganonicus, 

Lehigh, 

Massasoit, 

St.  Louis, 

Columbia, 

Leyden, 

Modoc, 

Vixen, 

Dorothea, 

Montauk, 

N'ahant, 

Tosemite. 

NAVY-YARD,  VTASHINGTON. 

There  were  issued  to  ships  during  the  war,  1,260  rockets  and  staves, 
166  belts,  167  holsters,  173  pistols,  1,155  blue  lights,  89  service  boxes, 
7,020  red  stars,  7,020  green  stars,  and  76  army  kits. 

NAVY- YARD,  NORFOLK. 

The  following-named  ships  were  supplied  with  outfits,  more  or  less 
complete,  as  required.  A  large  number  of  hammocks  were  manufac- 
tured, and  generally  the  equipment  resources  of  the  yard  were  taxed 
to  their  utmost  capacity  to  keep  pace  with  the  work  demanded : 


Apache, 
Armeria, 

Justin, 
Katahdin, 

Morrell, 
Nantucket, 

Stranger, 
Suwanee, 

Alice, 

Launch  Wo.  34, 

New  Fork, 

Southery, 

BrooMyn, 

Lancaster, 

Osceola, 

Tineas, 

Cassius, 

Leonidas, 

Princeton, 

Vesuvius, 

CcBsar, 

Cincinnati, 

Dolphin, 

Manning, 

Maple, 
McKee, 

Rainbow, 

Bodgers, 

Saturn, 

Vicksburg, 

Vixen, 

Windom, 

Hamilton, 

Merrimac, 

Scindia, 

Woodbury, 

Hannibal, 

Minneapolis, 

Siren, 

Yankee, 

Harvard, 

Mohawk, 

Solace, 

Yankton, 

Hudson, 

Montgomery, 

Sterling, 

Yale. 

Norfolk  was  the  shipping  point  from  which  most  of  the  Government 
coal  was  forwarded  to  the  fleet.  This  entailed  much  extra  work,  out- 
side of  the  navy-yard  proper,  upon  the  commandant  thereof,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  inspection  and  rapid  handling  of  coal  and  the  care  of 
colliers,  coal  barges,  etc.  The  station  was  also  heavily  taxed  to  provide 
the  fleet  at  Hampton  Roads  and  Newport  News  with  coal,  water,  and 
other  equipment  stores.  After  the  necessary  facilities  were  provided, 
these  duties  were  performed  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner. 


UNITED  STATES  NAVAL  STATION,   PORT  ROYAL,  S.  0. 

The  Passaic  and  Nantucket  were  fitted  out  here,  and  the  Dorothea  and 
Water  Barge  No,  1  received  minor  repairs. 
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NAVY-YAED,  PBNSACOLA. 

The  sum  of  $8,428.08  was  expended  for  labor  and  material  in  fitting 
out  the  Potomac,  Choctaw,  Powhatan,  and  Tacoma  for  the  auxiliary 
naval  force,  for  the  general  service  men,  for  yard  use,  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  coal  barge  Isabella  Qraham. 

NAVAL   STATION,   KEY  WEST. 

The  following  amounts  were  expended  for  labor,  material,  etc.: 

Coal  sheds,  tracks,  etc $14,311.98 

For  fitting  out  Mangrove 50.  20 

EepairiDg  lighters  and  barges 1,463.01 

Use  of  tugs,  lighters,  etc.,  not  in  naval  service - 1,521.25 

Distilling  plant  and  materials  furnished 1, 108.00 

Coal  lighters  and  barges  purchased  and  constructed 87,570.00 

Steam  launch 7,460.89 

Total 113,485.33 

Commander  James  M.  Forsyth,  U.  S.  N.,  the  commandant,  and  his 
assistant,  Lieut.  Webster  Doty,  U.  S.  xJT.  (retired),  are  entitled  to  spe- 
cial commendation  for  their  great  and  successful  exertions  at  this  sta- 
tion during  the  war,  in  promptly  supplying  ships  with  coal  and  fresh 
water.  The  demands  for  these  supplies  were  continuous  day  and  night 
and  far  beyond  what  might  have  been  reasonably  expected  from  the 
resources  of  the  station. 

EQUIPMENT   WORK  AT   OTHER   THAN  NAVAL   STATIONS. 

The  following  vessels  of  the  auxiliary  navy  were  prepared  for  service 
in  the  equipment  department  at  the  places  designated: 

East  Boston  at  Lockwood  Manufacturing  Company,  Boston. 
Panther,  Resolute,  Badger,  and  Gloucester  at  Morgan  Iron  Works, 

New  York. 
Free  Lance  and  Aileen  at  Qnintard  Iron  Works,  New  York. 
Gov.  Russell  at  Atlantic  Iron  Works,  Boston. 
Shearwater  at  Crescent  Ship  Yard,  Elizabeth,  E".  J. 
Ajax,  Dorothea,  and  Supply  at  Cramp's  Ship  Yard,  Philadelphia. 
ChicMsaw,  Waban,  and  Cheyenne  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Passaic  at  Brunswick,  Ga. 
Buffalo,  Dixie,  Harvard,  Justin,  Minneapolis,  Solace,    Yale,  and 

Yosemite  at  Newport  News  S.  &  D.  D.  Co.,  Newport  News,  Va,. 
Albatross,  Iroquois,   Vigilant,  and  Active  at  Union  Iron   Works, 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

V.  S.  NAVAL   OBSERVATORY. 

The  war  emergency  affected  the  Naval  Observatory  mainly  in  its 
issue  of  nautical  instruments  to  ships,  the  increase  being  more  than  six 
to  one,  and  the  actual  shipments  for  three  and  one-half  months  being 
considerably  more  than  for  either  of  the  three  preceding  years — 1895, 
1896,  and  1897.  In  fact,  the  demand  for  nautical  instruments  was  so 
great  that  all  in  the  country  were  purchased,  and  many  in  addition 
ordered  from  abroad  by  cable. 

The  detachment  of  many  officers  for  sea  duty  entailed  upon  those 
remaining  a  large  amount  of  extra  work. 
Ab.  98 68 
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THE  HYDEOGRAPHIC  OFFICE. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  approved  May  4,  the  Hydrographic  OfiSce  was 
attached  to  and  made  a  part  of  this  Bureau,  and  the  transfer  of  the 
same  from  the  Bureau  of  JSTavigation  to  this  Bureau  was  completed 
May  7. 

The  energies  of  this  office  have  been  heavily  taxed  to  keep  pace  with 
the  demand  for  outfits  for  ships  rapidly  added  to  the  Navy  during  the 
war.  In  time  of  peace  the  highest  average  quarterly  demand  upon  the 
division  of  chart  construction  for  furnishing  the  division  of  supply 
amounted  to  6,600  navigating  charts,  while  for  three  months  of  the 
present  exigency  the  division  of  chart  construction  furnished  43,910 
copies  of  charts. 

The  same  activity  for  furnishing  books  for  navigating  purposes  was 
required.  In  time  of  peace  about  four  new  outfits  of  books  and  charts 
have  been  required  for  the  Navy  during  a  single  quarter,  but  during 
the  three  months  of  war  emergency  134  outfits  were  required. 

THE   COMPASS   OFFICE. 

The  resources  of  the  Bureau  were  taxed  to  the  utmost  to  supply  com- 
passes, binnacles,  and  their  accessories  to  the  large  number  of  ships 
added  to  the  Navy  during  the  war.  All  that  could  be  obtained  in  the 
country  were  purchased  and  every  maker  set  to  work  to  his  extreme 
capacity  to  turn  out  additional  supplies.  No  ship  was  delayed  for  the 
want  of  a  suitable  compass  outfit,  though  the  stock  was  reduced  at  one 
time  to  that  of  a  single  ship. 

In  the  compass  office  but  few  officers  have  received  instruction  in  the 
practical  work  of  compensation  of  the  compass,  because  of  the  war. 
Every  officer  who  is  destined  to  have  charge,  for  the  first  time,  of  the 
compasses  on  board  ship  should  receive  a  course  of  practical  instruction 
on  their  care  and  correction. 

I  especially  recommend  that  an  assistant  superintendent  of  compasses 
be  appointed  under  civil-service  rules,  so  that  the  work  of  the  office  can 
be  carried  on  at  all  times,  without  any  danger  of  interruption,  when  one 
officer  relieves  another  as  superintendent.  A  great  deal  of  valuable 
data  is  coming  into  the  office,  and  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  service  to  have  the  work  continuous  under  a  trained  expert. 

OFFICE   OP   THE   INSPECTOR   OF  ELECTRICAL  APPLIANCES. 

The  Bureau  regards  with  much  concern  the  constantly  increasing 
demands  for  repairs  and  renewals  to  the  electrical  outfits  and  supplies 
of  ships.  While  there  are  some  noted  exceptions,  such  as  the  ships  on 
the  Asiatic  station  and  the  Oregon,  the  experience  of  ships  on  the  home 
station  would  seem  to  indicate  that  they  can  not  long  be  self-sustaining 
without  dockyard  electrical  work.  The  remedy  appears  to  be  in  keep- 
ing electrical  outfits  as  simple  as  the  military  necessities  will  permit 
and  providing  a  better  personnel  for  its  care  and  custody.  Happily, 
during  the  past  year  a  special  rate,  the  exclusive  duty  of  which  is  to 
take  charge  of  the  electrical  outfits  of  ships,  has  been  established. 
The  pay,  however,  is  regarded  by  the  Bureau  as  inadequate,  and  the 
naval  training  on  shore  for  this  duty  utterly  inefficient.  The  number 
of  officers  who  are  familiar  with  electrical  engineering  seems  to  be 
decreasing  rather  than  increasing.  Formerly  this  science  was  taught 
at  the  torpedo  station  in  a  sort  of  post-graduate  course  for  naval  offt- 
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cers,  and  much  useful  information  thus  disseminated,  as  well  as  interest 
awakened.  When  this  school  was  abandoned,  all  oflQcial  progress 
toward  educating  naval  officers  in  electrical  matters  ceased.  In  the 
meantime  electrical  apparatus  on  shipboard  has  multiplied  many  fold 
and  become,  like  all  other  accessories  of  a  man-of-war,  much  more  com- 
plex. In  the  opinion  of  the  Bureau  the  only  sure  way  of  maintaining 
the  efficiency  of  the  electrical  appliances  on  shipboard  is  to  have  a 
specially  trained  corps  of  officers  and  men  for  that  purpose.  It  is 
earnestly  recommended  that  this  be  done.  The  difficulties  of  main- 
taining an  electrical  plant  on  board  ship  in  an  efficient  condition  are 
tenfold  greater  than  on  shore.  Only  those  who  have  had  experience 
can  understand  or  conceive  of  these  difficulties. 

By  great  exertion  the  Bureau  met  the  demands  of  the  war  for  addi- 
tional electrical  equipment  fairly  well,  but  suffered  for  the  want  of 
sufficient  professional  supervision  over  its  installation. 

The  most  important  electrical  supplies  purchased  in  the  open  market 
for  .ship  use  are  practically  in  the  hands  of  a  monopoly.  The  usual 
high  prices  under  such  circumstances  are  paid.  The  Bureau  considers 
it  advisable  to  erect  at  the  New  York  Navy-Yard,  for  the  purpose  of 
overcoming  this  evil,  sufficient  appliances  for  the  manufacture  of  many 
of  the  articles  now  purchased. 

A  new  electrical  repair  shop  at  the  New  York  Navy- Yard  is  now 
being  fitted  up.  Its  completion  will  greatly  facilitate  electrical  work 
on  ships. 

THE   HOMING-PIGEON   SERVICE. 

The  homing-pigeon  service  established  by  my  predecessor  has  been 
continued,  and  while  the  results  have  not  been  as  satisfactory  as  the 
Bureau  wished,  especially  with  the  cote  at  Key  West,  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  war,  yet  this  may  have  been  due  to  the  climate  and  to 
the  want  of  an  experienced  man  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  methods 
of  training  the  birds. 

The  Bureau  strongly  recommends  that  an  officer  be  detailed  to 
superintend  the  various  cotes  and  personally  see  that  aU  the  duties  ot 
the  keepers  are  duly  performed.  It  is  impossible  to  conduct  the  service 
in  its  various  details  from  a  desk  in  an  office.  The  flights  from  the  cote 
on  the  Pacific  coast  have  been  fairly  satisfactory.  As  considerable 
money  has  been  expended  on  the  system  it  should  be  thoroughly  tried 
before  being  abandoned. 

COAL   TESTS. 

The  endeavors  of  the  Bureau  have  been  largely  directed  to  securing 
the  best  coal  for  steaming  purposes.  With  this  end  in  view,  all  dealers 
and  miners  have  been  invited  to  submit  samples  of  their  coal  for  chem- 
ical analysis.  Nearly  all  have  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity 
and  tests  have  been  made  at  the  Washington  Navy- Yard.  The  results 
have  been  carefully  noted  by  the  Bureau,  and  in  meeting  the  heavily 
increased  demand  for  such  coal  on  account  of  the  war  the  Bureau  has 
been  materially  aided  by  this  data  in  keeping  a  constant  flow  of  the 
best  coal,  at  a  reasonable  rate,  to  the  points  where  most  needed. 
Evaporative  tests  still  continue  to  be  made  at  the  New  York  and  Mare 
Island  yards  when  desired. 

THE   WAR. 

It  is  at  present  too  early  to  place  on  record  for  future  guidance  the 
entire  experience  of  the  Bureau  during  the  war.    It  is  proposed  to  do 
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this  at  some  future  time.  The  demands  upon  this  Bureau  and  its  sub- 
ordinate branches  occasionea  by  the  war  were,  however,  very  great. 
This  was  essentially  so  with  reference  to  the  coal  supply  of  the  fleet. 
When  war  was  threatened,  the  Bureau  made  every  possible  effort  to 
procure  coaling  stations  near  the  scene  of  its  probable  location.  Spe- 
cial efibrts  were  directed  to  the  vicinity  of  the  passages  about  the 
Antilles,  without  success,  however.  At  Key  West  there  existed  a 
single  coal  shed  with  a  capacity  of  3,000  tons  only,  with  but  one  coal 
lighter  for  transportation.  More  coal  sheds  could  not  be  erected  for 
want  of  funds.  When  funds  were  procured,  it  was  too  late  to  complete 
additional  sheds  before  the  war  was  well  under  way.  All  available 
space  at  Key  West  was  eventually  covered  with  sheds,  giving  a  total 
capacity  there  for  the  storage  of  9,000  tons.  Ships  were  frequently 
present  with  a  bunker  capacity  of  10,000  to  12,000  tons.  The  large 
ships  could  not  enter  Key  West  Harbor  or  approach  within  6  miles 
of  the  coal  wharf.  ISo  other  place  near  the  scene  of  war  was  available. 
As  a  preparation  for  war,  the  Bureau  had  asked  for  and  obtained 
many  tenders  for  the  transportation  and  supply  of  coal.  When  the 
crucial  moment  came,  with  the  exception  of  a  single  Baltimore  firm,  all 
declined  to  adhere  to  their  oifers  on  account  of  war  risks.  The  Balti- 
more iirm  mentioned  managed  to  secure  a  few  schooners  whose  owners 
and  mksters  were  willing,  for  reasonable  compensation,  all  things  con- 
sidered, to  assume  the  risk  and  contract  to  deliver  coal  at  Key  West. 
Every  one  offered  was  taken.  The  Department  was  still  in  desperate 
straits  for  transportation  of  coal,  and  the  only  alternative  was  to  pur- 
chase steamers,  arm  and  man  them  with  the  naval  forces.  There  were 
but  few  vessels  in  this  country  suitable  for  the  tran  sportation  of  coal  an  d 
available  for  immediate  use.  When  these  were  found,  their  owners 
knew  well  the  necessities  of  the  Government  and  generally  demanded 
exorbitant  prices.  Whatever  the  cost,  the  Government  could  least  of 
all  afford  delay.    The  following-named  vessels  were  purchased  at  once: 


Name. 

Coat. 

Carrying 
capacity. 

$342,  000 
290,  000 
190,  000 
200, 000 
225,  000 

Tons. 
5,000 
3,000 
2,000 
1  800 

Saturn  

Niagara -         -      

1,600 

These  were  rapidly  fitted  out  and  dispatched  to  the  fleet  with  their 
cargoes  of  coal.  Their  arrival  afforded  great  relief  to  the  squattron 
commanders  and  to  the  Bureau.  The  first  great  emergency  having 
passed,  additional  colliers,  mostly  foreign  vessels,  were  purchased  at 
fair  prices,  and  eventually  the  Bureau  possessed  an  efficient  armed 
collier  fleet,  with  a  carrying  capacity  of  50,000  tons,  for  use  in  the 
Atlantic.  Without  these  vessels  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
carry  on  the  operations  brought  to  a  successful  issue  by  the  fleet. 

The  monitors  were  especially  helpless  with  their  small  steaming 
radius  without  the  presence  of  colliers.  The  essential  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment colliers  was  to  follow  the  fleet  wherever  it  might  go  and  supply 
it  with  coal.    The  assistance  rendered  by  the  Merrimac  is  historic. 

As  the  war  progressed,  the  coasting  fleet  recovered  from  its  fright, 
and  a  large  fleet,  mostly  schooners,  was  eni])]oyed  transporting  coal  to 
shore  stations.    As  the  Government  possesses  practically  no  storage 
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facilities,  and  as  the  movements  of  ships  during  war  can  not  be  fore- 
seen, these  vessels  were  often  subject  to  many  delays,  for  which  large 
sums  in  demurrage  were  paid.  These  payments  were  further  aug- 
mented by  the  sudden  termination  of  war  and  the  appearance  of  yellow 
fever  at  Key  West. 

In  conclusion,  the  Bureau,  with  pardonable  pride,  begs  to  state  that, 
with  the  exception  of  a  single  telegram  from  the  commander  in  chief, 
urging  that  a  particular  kind  of  coal  only  be  supplied  to  the  fleet,  not 
a  single  request  or  communication  concerning  an  adequate  coal  supply 
was  received  from  any  ship  afloat  during  the  entire  war.  No  better 
evidence  can  be  offered  that  an  abundant  supply  of  coal  was  available 
wherever  it  was  needed.  At  one  time  there  was  afloat  in  steam  colliers 
at  Hampton  Roads,  ready  to  sail  at  an  hour's  notice  to  any  point  desired, 
40,000  tons  of  the  best  coal  this  country  affords. 

FRESH  WATER  FOR   STEAMING  PURPOSES. 

It  is  the  duty  of  this  Bureau  to  supply  to  the  fleet  fresh  water  for 
steaming  purposes.  Our  ships  of  recent  construction  are  supplied 
with  distilling  apparatus,  which,  when  installed,  was  hoped  to  be  ade- 
quate to  supply  sufficient  fresh  water  to  replace  the  loss  after  the  boil- 
ers had  been  filled  in  port.  This  has  not  been  realized,  owing  chiefly, 
probably,  to  leaky  steam  pipes.    The  Oregon  is  a  notable  exception. 

No  natural  supply  of  fresh  water  exists  at  Key  West,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  providing  additional  water  for  ships  coaling  there  was  foreseen 
by  the  Bureau  when  making  preparations  for  war.  A  contract  was 
also  made  for  erecting  a  large  distiller,  capable  of  making  from  sea 
water  45,000  gallons  of  fresh  water  per  day.  Had  this  contract  been 
fulfilled,  the  distiller  would  have  been  ready  for  use  before  the  war 
commenced.  It  was  not  completed  until  long  after  the  war  commenced, 
and  it  was  not  then  capable  of  making  on  an  average  more  than  25,000 
gallons  per  day,  besides  being  subject  to  frequent  repairs. 

It  was  found  more  difficult  to  supply  adequate  fresh  water  for  ships 
at  Key  West  than  to  supply  coal.  The  boilers  of  ships  on  blockade 
duty  before  Santiago  were  injured  for  the  want  ot  fresh  water,  and 
gave  the  commander  in  chief  much  concern. 

In  future  fresh  water  for  boilers  must  be  rated  among  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  fleet.  It  must  be  abundantly  supplied  at  all  coaling 
-Stations  and  transported  to  the  fleet  when  supplied  with  coal  else- 
where. In  the  opinion  of  the  Bureau  this  can  best  be  done  by  means 
of  tank  ships,  such  as  used  to  carry  oil  in  bulk.  The  Arethusa  was 
purchased  for  that  purpose,  but  unfortunately  was  not  ready  for  use 
before  hostilities  ceased. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Bureau  heretofore  to  purchase  fresh 
water  for  steaming  purposes,  but  this  is  entirely  too  expensive.  For 
instance,  at  Hampton  Roads  1,000  gallons  of  fresh  water  delivered  to 
ships  cost  $7.50.  If  drawn  from  the  water  mains  at  the  Norfolk 
ISiavy-Tard  into  a  water  barge  and  towed  to  Hampton  Roads  by  a 
yard  tug,  it  costs  30  cents. 

During  the  war  the  Bureau  paid  at  one  time  $2,067.50  for  432,000 
gallons  of  fresh  water  at  Tompkinsville,  N.  T.,  for  the  St.  Paul  and  pro 
rata  for  other  ships.  Had  this  water  been  drawn  from  the  mains  at 
the  Brooklyn  Navy-Tard  and  transported  to  the  ship  as  above  men- 
tioned, it  would  have  cost  only  $43.25. 

To  remedy  this  evil  the  Bureau  is  procuring  a  water  barge  for  each 
naval  station.    The  distilling  plant  at  Key  West  is  being  improved  to 
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enable  it  to  continuously  produce  its  fiill  capacity  per  day,  and  another 
large  distiller  is  being  erected  at  the  coaling  station  at  Dry  Tortugas. 

ASSISTANTS  TO   THE  BTTEEAXT. 

The  Bureau  desires  to  call  your  especial  attention  to  the  following- 
named  subordinates  and  assistants  performing  duty  under  this  Bureau, 
who,  on  account  of  the  urgent  need  of  their  services,  could  not  be 
spared  for  sea  service  during  the  war: 

Commander  J.  E.  Craig,  TJ.  S.  N.,  Hydrographer  to  the  Bureau  of 
Equipment. 

Commander  C.  S.  Sperry,  U.  S.  K,  Equipment  Oflacer,  Bavy-yard, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Lieut.  Commander  C.  Gr.  Bowman,  U.  S.  N.,  Equipment  OflQcer,  Navy- 
yard,  Mare  Island,  Cal. 

Lieut.  Commander  TJ.  R.  Harris,  U.  8.  N.,  Assistant  Equipment  Officer, 
Navy-yard,  Boston,  Mass. 

Lieut.  W.  C.  Cowles,  U.  8.  N.,  assistant.  Bureau  of  Equipment. 

Lieut.  8.  W.  B.  Diehl,  U.  8.  N.,  Superintendent  of  Compasses,  Bureau 
of  Equipment. 

Lieut.  G.  W.  Denfeld,  U.  8.  N.,  Inspector  of  Electrical  Appliances, 
Bureau  of  Equipment. 

The  Bureau  begs  to  express  the  hope  that  these  officers,  whose  serv- 
ices on  shore  were  made  necessary  by  their  eminent  professional  quali- 
fications and  accomplishments,  will  not  suffer  on  account  of  having  had 
no  service  afloat  during  the  war. 

CLERICAL  FOECE  DURING  THE  VTAE. 

The  Bureau  desires  to  commend  its  clerical  force  for  faithful  and  effi- 
cient service  during  the  war.  Overtime  work  was  constant,  and 
attendance  at  the  Bureau  by  stenographers  and  others  on  Sundays 
was  habitual. 

ASSISTANT   CHIEF   OF   BUEEAXJ. 

The  operations  of  this  Bureau  are  of  great  magnitude  and  involve 
'  an  immense  amount  of  detail.    It  is  earnestly  recommended  that  Con- 
gress be  asked  to  provide  an  assistant  chief  of  bureau,  as  now  pro- 
vided for  most  of  the  bureaus  of  the  Department. 

EEPOBTS   OF  HEADS    OF   SUBOEDINATE    BEANCHES  AND    ESTIMATES. 

There  are  included  herewith  the  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Naval  Observatory,  the  Director  of  the  Nautical  Almanac,  the 
Hydrographer  to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment,  the  Inspector  of  Electrical 
Appliances,  and  the  Superintendent  of  Compasses,  all  of  which  are 
approved  and  commended  to  your  attention. 

The  estimates  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  ending  June  30,  1900,  are 
also  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  R.  B.  Bradfoed, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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EEPOET  OP  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  BUEEAU  OF  NAVIGATION, 

Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  1,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  (marked  A)  of  the 
movements  and  duties  of  the  ships  of  the  Navy  during  the  past  year, 
copies  (marked  B  (1)  and  B  (2) )  of  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
]Saval  Academy,  copies  (marked  C  and  D)  of  the  reports  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  training  station,  copies  (marked  E  (1)  and  E  (2) ) 
of  reports  of  the  chief  intelligence  officer,  copies  (marked  F  and  G)  of 
the  report  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Naval  Home,  a  copy 
(marked  H)  of  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Coast  Signal 
Service,  and  an  appendix  (marked  K)*  containing  copies  of  documents 
relating  to  the  conduct  of  the  war. 

Estimates  for  the  support  of  the  Bureau  and  the  establishment  under 
its  fiscal  control  are  also  submitted  (marked  L). 

The  report  of  the  year  has  been  made  more  comprehensive  than 
usual,  and  has  been  carried  up  to  date  in  order  to  make  important 
information  relating  to  the  war  conveniently  available. 

The  short  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  Bureau  for  the  preparation  of 
the  report  has  undoubtedly  caused  some  inaccuracies  and  omissions ; 
but  officers  are  called  upon  to  compare  certain  portions  of  the  report 
with  matters  of  their  own  expciience  and  to  report  errors  to  the  Bureau, 
thus  furnishing  material  for  publishing  at  a  future  date  a  complete  and 
accurate  record  of  the  period  of  the  war. 

The  Bureau's  methods  of  correspondence  and  of  record  and  file  have 
proved  themselves  satisfactory  and  adequate  to  the  greatly  increased 
demands  made  upon  them  as  a  result  of  the  disaster  to  the  Maine  and 
the  war  with  Spain. 

Fifty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six  numbers  were  given 
to  documents  received  iu  the  Bureau  or  sent  out  from  it  during  the 
thirteen  months  ending  July  30, 1898.  This  number  probably  repre- 
sents about  1,000,000  separate  papers.  The  increase  during  the  war 
period  over  the  business  of  ordinary  times  was  about  70  per  cent.  The 
foregoing  figures  relate  to  papers  sent  out  or  taken  ap  for  record.  All 
correspondence  of  a  trivial  nature  is  omitted.  Probably  one  hundred 
persons  can  claim  that  the  sinking  of  the  Merrimac  was  due  to  their 
having  suggested  it  to  the  Department. 

To  properly  handle  the  increased  volume  of  work,  most  of  it  of  an 
original  character,  requiring  much  more  thought  and  attention  than 
the  ordinary  routine  work  of  the  Bureau,  the  force  of  officers  and  clerks 
had  to  be  increased,  but  methods  were  little  changed.  Throughout  the 
active  period  of  the  war,  and  until  the  middle  of  August,  one  or  more 
officers  were  on  duty  both  night  and  day,  and  a  large  part  of  the  force 
worked  habitually  well  into  the  night.  Most  of  the  clerks,  both  of  the 
original  and  of  the  increased  force,  performed  their  duties  admirably 
and  with  conscientious  devotion.  In  certain  cases  their  untiriog  labor 
merits  the  highest  commendation,  and  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to  the 
Bureau  to  suitably  reward  them  as  opportunity  offers. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  applications  for  service  pensions  were 
received  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  July  1, 1898.  One  hundred  and 
ten  claims  were  allowed,  and  26  claims  were  disallowed  during  the 
same  period;  16  claims  were  pending  on  July  1, 1897,  and  9  claims  were 
pending  on  July  1, 1898, 

*  Appendix  is  published  in  separate  volume. 
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Claims  pending  July  1,1897 16 

Claims  received  fiscal  year  ending  July  1,1898 129 

Total 145 

Claims  allowed  fiscal  year  ending  July  1, 1898 110 

Claims  disallowed  fiscal  year  ending  July  1, 1898 26 

Claims  pending  July  1,1898 9 

Total 145 

The  statistics  of  the  fiscal  year  in  regard  to  enlistments,  discharges, 
and  citizenship  of  apprentices  and  general- service  men,  including  petty 
officers,  are  as  follows: 


Applied  for  enlistment 

Kr  jected  for  physical  disabilities  and  other  causes 

Disqualiiicatious  waived 

Failed  to  enlist 

Total  number  enlisted  in  the  general  service 

Number  in  general  service  June  30,  1898 


Hen. 


79, 112 

63, 135 

377 

730 

15,  624 


20, 802 


Appren- 
tices. 


3,212 

2,269 

12 

141 

814 


2,026 


A  total  of  22,828,  Of  this  number  3,350  were  serving  under  contin- 
uous-service certificates. 

There  were  discharged  during  the  year,  men,  3,219;  apprentices, 
399,  as  follows: 


Expiration  of  enlistment 

Disability 

Services  no  longer  required  — 

Own  request ._ 

Bequest  of  commanding  ofiicer 

Bad  conduct 

Illegal  enlistment 

Inaptitude 

Undesirable 

By  purchase 

Deserted 

Died 


Of  the  number  of  men  in  the  general  service  there  are  6,429  petty 
officers.  Of  this  number  63  per  cent  are  native  born  and  88  per  cent  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  remainder  62  per  cent  have 
declared  their  intentions  to  become  citizens. 

Of  the  14,351  men  in  the  general  service  holding  other  ratings,  66  per 
cent  are  native  born  and  77  per  cent  are  citizens,  and  of  the  remainder 
42  per  cent  have  declared  their  intentions  to  become  citizens. 

Of  the  2,026  apprentices  in  the  service  over  90  per  cent  are  native  born. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  men  in  the  service  65  per  cent  are  native  born 
and  80  per  cent  are  citizens.  Of  the  remainder  45  per  cent  have 
declared  their  intentions  to  become  citizens. 

The  war  between  the  United  States  and  the  Kingdom  of  Spain  began 
on  April  21, 1898.  On  that  date  three  lieutenants  and  one  lieutenant, 
junior  grade,  were  given  acting  appointments,  "to  continue  in  force 
during  the  continuance  of  the  exigency  which  required  their  issuance 
and  the  pleasure  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy."  Further  appointments 
were  made  in  the  various  corps  and  grades  from  day  to  day,  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  required. 
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In  the  absence  of  legislation  the  forms  and  procedure  of  the  civil  war 
were  used  in  making  appointments,  but  on  May  19, 1898,  the  Bureau 
was  advised  that  the  form  of  appointment  being  used  did  not  entirely 
conform  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  which  had  been  passed 
to  provide  for  the  increase  in  the  personnel.  All  appointments  which 
had  been  issued,  214  in  number,  were  thereupon  recalled  and  commis- 
sions issued  in  their  stead,  which  discontinued  the  use  of  the  word 
"acting"  and  indicated  that  the  appointment  was  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent instead  of  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  examination  ot 
candidates  for  appointment  as  officers  for  temporary  service  was  not 
required  by  law,  and  only  such  examinations  as  circumstances  would 
admit  of  were  deemed  necessary.  They  have  often,  from  necessity,  been 
informal,  and  in  some  instances  professional  examination  was  entirely 
waived.  This  was  the  case  during  the  first  few  weeks  of  the  war  with 
ofQcers  appointed  from  the  various  State  naval  militia. 

Up  to  October  1,  1898,  856  appointments  of  officers  for  temporary 
service  were  issued,  as  follows : 

Commanders 3 

Lieutenant-commanders  3 

Lieutenants 112 

Lieutenants  (junior  grade) 114 

Ensigns 209 

Naval  cadets  (line) 15 

Total  line  oflScers 456 

Medical  officers 64 

Pay  officers 64 

Engineer  officers 185 

Warrant  machinists 20 

Total  engineer  force 205 

Chaplains 2 

Boatswain 1 

Carpenters 3 

Mates 18 

24 

Total  naval  officers 813 

Second  lieutenants,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps 43 

Total 856 

One  hundred  and  ninety-four  candidates  who  passed  the  required 
examinations  were  not  appointed  by  reason  of  their  services  not  being 
required. 

Their  names  remain  on  the  eligible  lists  as  follows: 

For  the  line 31 

Pay  Corps 71 

Engineer  Corps 92 

Total 194 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  candidates  failed  to  pass  the  required 
examinations. 

Up  to  and  including  October  1, 1898,  360  appointments  have  been 
vacated  as  follows : 

Declined  and  canceled 18 

By  discharge 4 

By  resignation 16 

By  appointment  in  regular  service 7 

By  promotion 10 

By  expiration  of  commission 1 
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By  being  dropped 2 

By  death .'."." .'.'.'!I.'"!. '."".!.'.' .".'.".".'"!... 2 

By  honorable  discharge 300 

Total 360 

Estimates  are  submitted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  ofilce  of  naval 
intelligence.  This  office  has  for  some  years  performed  duties  of  great 
importance.  It  collects  and  classifies  practically  all  important  authori- 
tative information  published  in  regard  to  the  growth  and  progress  ot 
foreign  navies  and  their  materiel  and  personnel.  It  also  keeps  informed 
of  the  defenses  of  foreign  ports.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  with 
Spain  it  furnished  the  Department  with  much  valuable  and  accurate 
information  in  regard  to  the  defenses  of  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  and  the 
Philippines,  as  well  as  with  accurate  information  as  to  the  location  of 
all  of  the  strong  vessels  of  the  Spanish  fleet.  All  information  of  the 
character  indicated  is  kept  filed  in  such  a  manner  that  information  on 
any  required  subject  can  be  immediately  put  at  the  disposition  of  any 
bureau  requiring  it.  This  ofiSce,  through  the  naval  attaches,  also  did 
valuable  duty  in  arranging  the  purchase  of  ships  of  war  and  war  mate- 
rial abroad,  just  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

This  office  was  originally  established,  without  express  Congressional 
authority,  much  as  a  board  would  be  established,  simply  to  meet  depart- 
mental necessity.  This  necessity  is,  however,  permanent,  and  the  duties 
of  the  ofiflce  have  become  so  far-reaching  and  its  operations  so  extensive 
that  it  seems  proper  that  the  oflflce  should  be  authorized  and  organized 
by  law  under  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  of  the  Navy  Department,  the 
office  having  been  transferred  from  the  office  of  the  Assistant  Secretary 
to  the  Bureau  by  the  order  of  the  Secretary,  dated  April  26, 1898. 

The  clerks  now  employed  in  the  office  are  simply  borrowed  from  the 
bureaus  and  offices  of  the  Navy  Department  and  from  the  Washington 
Navy- Yard.  The  increased  volume  of  business  now  transacted  by  all 
these  offices  makes  it  desirable  to  return  these  clerks  to  the  offices  where 
they  properly  belong. 

The  Bureau  recommends  that  Congress  be  requested  to  authorize  the 
enlistment  of  20,000  men  for  general  service  and  2,500  apprentices. 
It  is  not  possible  to  make  a  close  estimate  of  the  number  of  men  that 
will  be  necessary  to  man  the  fleet  during  the  coming  year;  but  it  is 
certain  that  within  a  very  few  years  it  will  reach  20,000.  It  has  always 
been  the  policy  of  the  Bureau  to  stop  enlistments  when  the  cruising 
ships  were  full  and  there  were  a  fair  number  of  men  on  board  receiving 
ships  to  make  up  waste  and  allow  for  prompt  transfers  without  inter- 
fering with  the  organization  of  cruising  ships.  For  the  last  few  years, 
however,  the  Bureau  has  been  engaged  in  a  constant  struggle  to  make 
the  established  quota  suffice  for  the  needs  of  the  service.  The  crews 
have  been  cut  down  to  the  point  where  the  loss  of  a  very  few  men  would 
seriously  cripple  the  ship.  The  reserve  on  board  receiving  ships  has 
practically  ceased  to  exist,  so  that  now  when  a  vacancy  occurs  it  has  to 
be  filled  by  transfer  from  some  other  cruising  ship,  thereby  breaking 
up  the  organization  of  the  latter  and  being  a  serious  detriment  to  her 
efficiency. 

With  authority  under  direction  of  the  President  to  enlist  20,000  men 
for  general  service  and  to  keep  2,500  apprentices  under  training  at  the 
training  stations  and  on  board  training  cruising  ships,  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  avoid  this  last  great  evil.  Enough  men  could  be  kept  on  board 
receiving  ships  at  all  times  to  enable  the  Bureau  to  promptly  fill  acci- 
dental vacancies  that  might  occur  on  a  cruising  ship  without  making  the 
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shifts  and  changes  which  are  now  necessary  to  fill  a  single  vacancy. 
This  additional  quota  would  also  enable  the  Bureau  to  make  up  crews 
of  three-year  men  for  vessels  ordered  to  foreign  stations  without  draw- 
ing them  from  the  organized  crews  of  cruising  ships  on  the  home  sta- 
tion. It  would  not  be  the  policy  of  the  Bureau  to  keep  all  of  the 
20,000  men  under  enlistment  unless  they  were  actually  needed  for  serv- 
ice in  the  fleet ;  but  in  order  to  insure  efficiency  at  least  this  number 
should  be  allowed. 

The  increase  in  personnel,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  oflQcers,  can  best  be 
provided  lor  at  this  time  by  passing  the  House  bill  No.  10403,  which 
received  the  approval  of  the  Department  last  spring  and  which  was 
presented  to  Congress  at  its  last  session.  This  bill  reconciles  so  many 
conflicting  interests  in  the  service  and  has  been  so  thoroughly  discussed 
by  officers  of  all  grades  that,  while  probably  no  one  officer  approves  of 
all  parts  of  it,  all  recognize  that  it  does  promote  the  eflficieucy  of  the 
whole  service  by  removing  those  causes  for  dissatisfaction  which  have 
existed  for  years,  and  officers  in  all  grades  wish  the  bill  to  pass.  At 
the  same  time  the  bill  provides  for  an  increase  of  99  in  the  total  number 
of  line  and  engineer  officers  and  for  100  warrant  machinists,  and,  while 
it  may  be  necessary  to  further  increase  these  numbers  within  a  few 
years,  the  bill  has  been  so  wisely  drawn  that  this  increase  can  be  satis- 
factorily made  by  a  simple  bill  providing  a  uniform  percentage  of 
increase  in  each  grade,  without  in  any  way  disturbing  the  organization 
which  will  be  established  by  the  bill  in  question. 

The  Bureau  believes  that  any  increase  in  the  number  of  officers  can 
best  be  made  gradually  by  passing  House  bill  No.  10403  first,  and  only 
making  further  increase  when  the  growth  of  the  service  demands  it, 
thus  giving  the  service  institutions  time  to  furnish  trained  men  in  the 
lower  grades  and  to  build  up  the  Navy  homogeneously.  It  is  proper 
■to  note  farther  that  this  bill  provides  for  giving  Army  pay  to  the  Navy. 
The  Army  pay  table  has  been  in  force  for  years  in  the  Army  and  in  the 
Marine  Corps,  with  few  changes,  and  has  given  satisfaction.  The  Navy 
table  presents  many  inconsistencies,  and  has  always  been  a  cause  of 
dissatisfaction.  The  evident  justice  of  the  change  should  be  the  only 
argument  needed  in  its  favor. 

The  Bureau  has  not  enlarged  upon  the  necessities  in  regard  to  per- 
sonnel, believing  that  the  Department  and  Congress  are  both  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  requirements  of  this  detail  of  naval  organization 
that  the  statement  of  the  Bureau's  needs  will  be  sufficient  to  secure 
the  approval  of  the  Department  and  the  favorable  action  of  Congress. 

The  officers  who  served  under  volunteer  appointments  during  the 
war  have  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  Navy  and  to  the  country. 
It  has  at  all  times,  however,  been  necessary,  with  exceptions  in  rare 
cases,  to  consider  the  limitations  of  experience  in  each  particular  case, 
and  the  volunteer  officer  has  not  been  and  can  not  be  the  equal  in  pro- 
fessional attainments  of  his  brother  of  the  regular  establishment.  The 
Navy,  as  amply  shown  by  the  experience  of  the  war,  can  only  obtain 
officers  trained  in  every  branch  of  naval  duty  and  equally  well  prepared 
for  any  service,  by  training  them  in  the  service,  beginning  with  the 
Naval  Academy  and  following  the  training  up  through  the  various 
grades. 

The  Naval  Militia  of  the  various  States  were  mustered  into  the  serv- 
ice about  the  time  of  the  beginning  of  the  war.  These  organizations 
were  of  great  help  to  the  Department  in  manning  the  coast  signal  sta- 
tions, which  they  did  promptly  and  efficiently,  in  manning  the  vessels 
of  the  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  and  in  promptly  furnishing  material  for 
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crews  of  tlie  auxiliary  vessels  serving  with  the  regular  fleet.  For  duty 
ou  board  active  ships,  however,  they  could  not  be  considered  as  more 
than  material.  With  some  individual  exceptions,  the  personn^el  were 
found  to  lack  the  experience  and  training  which  would  have  been 
necessary  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  ratings  held.  In 
the  ordinary  course  most  of  these  men  would  have  been  enlisted  as 
landsmen  and  nothing  higher.  Men  holding  the  ordinary  blue-jacket 
ratings  were,  moreover,  of  a  class  entirely  unsuited  to  perform  the 
duties  that  of  necessity  fall  to  the  bluejacket.  Men  who  had  been 
clerks,  lawyers,  professional  men,  while  they  might  have  been  able  to 
camp  on  shore  and  look  out  for  themselves  and  their  surroundings, 
found  it  a  much  different  matter  on  board  a  crowded  ship,  where  only 
a  thorough  understanding  of  how  to  make  the  best  of  everything  would 
make  their  position  bearable.  These  men  were  landsmen,  they  were 
not  seamen  in  either  the  general  or  particular  sense  of  the  word.  All, 
as  was  expected,  had  to  be  put  through  a  thorough  course  of  drill; 
even  the  oflQcers,  with  exceptions — principally  Naval  Academy  gradu- 
ates— were  found  to  be  unqualified  to  act  as  instructors. 

The  Bureau  does  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  underrating  the  zeal  of 
the  members  of  these  organizations.  The  reports  made  by  commanding 
officers  show,  almost  without  exception,  that  all  were  zealous  and 
attentive  to  duty,  but  they  also  show  that  oflflcers  and  men  lacked  all 
of  that  training  and  sea  experience  which  would  have  made  them  really 
efficient.  The  Bureau  wishes  further  to  emphasize  that  the  work  of 
the  Naval  Militia  at  the  signal  stations — duty  for  which  they  were  bet- 
ter adapted — was  most  satisfactorily  performed,  and  that  they  likewise 
were  useful  in  manning  the  harbor-defense  vessels  of  the  Auxiliary  Naval 
Force,  where  they  were  within  easy  reach  of  the  shore  with  all  its  facili- 
ties, and  were  not  subject  to  the  privations  which  are  a  matter  of  course 
on  board  a  man-of-war  when  at  sea. 

A  difficulty  was  experienced,  too,  in  mustering  these  men  in.  The 
Government  has  for  some  years  made  a  liberal  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  Naval  Militia  in  addition  to  the  amounts  allowed  by  the 
States.  This  expenditure  does  not,  however,  carry  with  it  the  right  to 
call  upon  the  Naval  Militia  unless  they  volunteer.  They  are  in  no  way 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Department  until  they  have  ceased  to  be 
Naval  Militia  and  have  been  regularly  mustered  into  the  service. 
This  same  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  peace  times.  The  period 
of  the  annual  drills  has  uniformly  been  a  period  of  vexatious  re- 
arrangements of  programme  for  the  ships  assigned  to  this  duty. 

The  foregoing  considerations  lead  the  Bureau  to  recommend  that 
future  appropriations  shall  be  made  on  an  entirely  difierent  basis. 
The  best  plan  of  all,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Bureau,  would  be  to  provide 
only  for  a  national  or  Federal  naval  reserve,  to  be  entirely  under  the 
control  of  the  Department,  and  to  be  recruited  from  the  seafaring 
classes,  each  member  enrolled  being  subject  to  a  limited  enlistment, 
which  would  compel  him  to  serve  in  war  times  under  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  desertion,  and  which  would  require  him  to  report  once 
each  year  to  the  proper  authority  for  instruction  in  such  drills  and 
other  matters  as  the  Department  might  prescribe,  each  man  so  enrolled 
to  receive  one  month's  pay  in  his  rating  yearly,  provided  he  renders 
such  service.  The  House  bill  No.  1103,  presented  first  session  of  the 
Fifty-fifth  Congress  by  the  Hon,  Amos  Oummings,  embodies  in  general 
form  the  views  of  the  Bureau.  There  are  in  this  bill  certain  minor 
points  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Bureau,  should  be  revised,  but 
the  bill  as  a  whole  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  Bureau,  and  the 
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Department  is  advised  to  urge  the  passage  of  a  bill  drawn  up  on  simi- 
lar lines. 

The  Bureau  has  already  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Department 
the  need  for  a  change  in  legislation  in  regard  to  promotions  of  officers 
on  account  of  gallantry  in  action  or  extraordinary  heroism.  The  law 
as  it  now  stands  provides  a  reward  which  can  only  be  given  at  the 
expense  of  other  oiHcers.  The  Bureau  urges  that  Congress  be  requested 
to  enact  legislation  which  will  provide  a  suitable  reward,  such  as  a 
medal  of  honor,  which  could  be  given  to  an  olflcer  without  working  to 
the  detrimentof  others,  who,  while  they  may  have  had  no  opportunity  to 
particularly  distinguish  themselves,  have,  nevertheless,  performed 
faithful  and  valuable  duty,  and  should  not  be  compelled  to  lose  in  rank 
and  pay  by  becoming  stepping  stones  for  others. 

As  early  as  the  1st  of  January,  1898,  the  increasing  tension  of  our 
relations  with  Spain,  on  account  of  the  Spanish  war  in  Cuba,  caused 
the  Department  and  the  Bureau  to  issue  certain  precautionary  orders, 
the  more  important  of  which  are  below  outlined  in  order  to  indicate 
the  policy  which  controlled  the  Department  at  that  time: 

Jan.  11, 1898. — Commander  in  chief,  European  Station,  ordered  to  retain  men  whose 
enlistments  were  about  to  expire. 

Jan.  16, 1898. — Selena  (en  route  to  Asiatic  Station)  ordered  to  remain  at  Funohal. 

Jan.  n,  1898. — Commander  in  chief,  South  Atlantic  Station,  informed  of  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  Cuba,  and  directed  to  proceed  with  the  Cincinnati  and  Caatine  to 
Para. 

Jan.  17,  1898. — Selena  ordered  to  proceed  to  Lisbon. 

Jan.  17,  1898. —  Wilmington  (en  route  to  South  Atlantic  Station),  ordered  to  await 
orders  in  the  West  Indies. 

Jan.  S6,  1898. — Commander  in  chief,  European  Station,  ordered  to  assemble  squad- 
ron at  Lisbon. 

Jan.  Z7,  1898. — Commander  in  chief,  Asiatic  Station,  ordered  to  retain  men  whose 
enlistments  were  about  to  expire. 

Feb.  17, 1898. — Commander  in  chief.  South  Atlantic  Station,  ordered  north  with 
Cincinnati  and  Castine  from  Para. 

Feb.  M,  1898. — Orders  issued  to  commandant,  navj^-yard.  New  York,  to  watch  move- 
ments of  submarine  torpedo  boat  in  connection  with  Vizeaya. 

Feb.  $5,  1898.  —Commander  in  chief,  European  Station,  ordered  to  keep  vessels 
under  his  command  filled  with  coal. 

Feb.  S5,  1898. — Commander  in  chief,  Asiatic  Station,  ordered  to  assemble  squadron 
at  Hongkong,  and  retain  the  Olympia  (under  orders  at  that  time  to  go  to  San  Fran- 
cisco) ;  instructions  outlined  for  conduct  and  duty  in  case  of  hostilities. 

Feb.  S6,  1898. — Commander  in  chief,  South  Atlantic  Station,  Pacific  Station,  Asiatic 
Station,  North  Atlantic  Station,  and  European  Station,  ordered  to  keep  vessels  filled 
with  the  best  coal  to  be  had. 

Mar.  3,  1898. — Mohican  ordered  to  carry  ammunition  to  Honolulu,  transfer  same  to 
Baltimore,  which  vessel  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Asiatic  Station  for  duty  in  that 
squadron. 

Mar.  7,  1898. — Oregon  (at  Bremerton)  ordered  to  San  Francisco  for  ammunition. 

Mar.  7,  1898. — Brooklyn  (at  La  Guayra)  ordered  to  proceed  at  once  to  Hampton 
Roads;  informed  of  situation. 

Mar.  S,  1898. — Navy-yards  at  Brooklyn,  Boston,  League  Island,  ordered  to  enlist 
men  for  the  Columbia  and  Minneapolis,  which  vessels  were  ordered  to  bo  prepared  for 
service.    This  exceeded  established  quota  of  enlisted  men. 

Mar.  7,  1898. — Oregon  left  Bremerton  for  San  Francisco. 

Mar.  9,  1898. — Commanders  in  chief  of  stations  ordered  to  husband  ammunition. 

Mar.  IZ,  1898. — Selena  and  Bancroft  ordered  to  the  United  States. 

Mar.  li,  1898. — Commander  in  chief,  European  Station,  ordered  to  take  charge  of 
New  Orleans  and  Albany,  purchased  in  England. 

Mar.  15,  1898. — Cincinnati,  Castine,  and  Wilmington  ordered  to  proceed  to  Port 
Antonio,  Jamaica. 

Mar.  18,  1898. — Massachusetts  and  Texas  ordered  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads. 

Mar.  2Z,  1898. — Marietta  (on  Pacific)  ordered  to  precede  the  Oregon  and  arrange  for 
coaling  that  vessel,  which  was  en  route  to  Key  West. 

Mar.  23,  i59,?.— Commander  in  chief.  South  Atlantic  Stj^tion,  ordered  to  proceed 
with  squadron  to  Key  West.     Wilmington  ordered  to  proceed  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Mar.  23, 1898. — Newport  ordered  from  Greytown,  Nicaragua,  to  Key  West. 
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Mar.  S3,  1898. — Captain  Sigsbee  ordered  to  prepare  for  withdrawal  of  everything 
from  Havana. 

Apr.  S,  1898. — Captain  Sigsbee  ordered  to  leave  Havana. 

Apr.  4, 1898. — Orders  issued  for  procedure  in  case  censorship  of  telegraph  lines  at 
Key  West  should  he  ordered. 

Apr.  7, 1898. — Oregon  informed  of  critical  situation. 

Apr.  7,  1898. — All  vessels  ordered  to  laud  all  woodwork  and  extra  equipment. 

Apr.  19,  1898. — Commander  in  chief,  Pacific  Station,  ordered  to  proceed  to  the 
United  States. 

Apr.  SI,  1898. — Service  informed  of  blockade.  War  not  declared.  Commander  in 
chief.  North  Atlantic  Station,  directed  to  blockade  portion  of  northern  coast  of  Cuba. 

Apr.  2S,  1898. — Minneapolis  and  Columbia  ordered  to  the  New  England  coast. 

Api:  Sd,  1898. — Orders  issued  to  commander  in  chief,  Asiatic  Station,  to  proceed  to 
Manila:  "War  has  commenced  between  the  United  States  and  Spain.  Proceed  at 
once  to  Philippine  Islands.  Commence  operations  at  once,  particularly  against 
Spanish  fleet.     You  must  capture  vessels  or  destroy.     Use  utmost  endeavors." 

It  will  be  seen  that  as  a  result  of  the  foregoing  orders  the  whole  fleet 
was  ready  on  April  15 — four  weeks  before  Admiral  Oervera's  fleet 
reached  this  side — for  any  emergency,  gathered  practically  in  two  fleets, 
each  within  striking  distance  of  one  of  the  two  points  from  which 
attack  might  come.  Four  months  before  the  vessels  were  distributed 
much  as  in  ordinary  times.  On  April  15  all  of  the  more  powerful  ves- 
sels were  fully  manned,  the  legal  quota  having  been  exceeded  on 
account  of  the  emergency. 

The  Amphitrite  put  into  service  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  45 
trained  gun  captains  who  had  received  exact  training  fit  to  match  with 
the  modern  gun.  These  men  afterwards  gave  a  good  account  of  them- 
selves. The  commanding  ofiBcer  of  the  Scorpion  has  reported  in  regard 
to  certain  ones  who  were  on  board  that  vessel  at  an  action  at  Man- 
zamllo,on  July  18,in  which  four  gunboats  were  destroyed, and  in  which 
the  Osceola  and  Wilmington  also  participated : 

*  *  ''  After  running  this  gunboat  on  shore,  to  all  appearances  destroyed,  this 
ship  backed  in  and  took  the  other  three  gunboats,  which  were  south  of  the  city,  in 
the  order  in  which  they  were  lying.  *  *  '  In  succession  another  gunboat  was 
sunk  and  a  third  was  set  on  fire  and  blown  up.  She  had  considerable  ammunition 
on  board. 

So  far  the  gunboats  had  made  very  slight  resistance.  *  '  *  Not  being  able  to 
reach  the  fourth  gunboat  where  she  lay,  close  inshore  and  near  the  city,  without  hav- 
ing the  houses  in  range,  the  Scorpion  was  turned  around,  steamed  in,  and  placed 
in  position  abreast  of  and  close  to  this  vessel.  Orders  were  given  to  obtain  the 
range  with  two  of  the  6-pounder9,  after  ivhieh  the  first  shell  from  the  5-inch  gun  Hew 
her  up,  apparently  having  struck  her  boilers.     *     *     * 

There  were  no  casualties  on  board  the  ship,  nor  was  she  hit. 

In  my  opinion  the  successful  result  of  this  engagement  is  due,  to  a  large  extent, 
to  the  system  of  "gun  captains"  lately  established  in  the  Navy.  The  four  on  board 
this  ship  did  splendid  firing  with  decisive  result.  No  doubt  the  want  of  a  similar 
system  in  the  Spanish  navy  accounts  for  the  few  casualties  we  have  had  during  the 
present  war. 

Aside  from  these  specially  trained  men,  men  in  general  service  on 
board  cruising  ships  had  received,  during  the  nine  months  preceding 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  better  training  and  more  experience  at  target 
practice  than  had  been  the  case  for  many  years  previous.  The  old 
regulations  for  target  practice  which  had  been  in  force  for  years  were 
superseded  on  July  22, 1897,  by  a  new  set  of  regulations  which  practi- 
cally doubled  the  frequency  of  regular  practice,  making  the  practice 
simpler  and  less  irksome,  systematizing  and  increasing  the  facilities  for 
preliminary  training  and  subcaliber  practice,  and  adapting  the  whole 
system  to  the  conditions  demanded  by  the  accuracy  of  the  modern  rifle 
of  the  United  States  Navy. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Bureau  to  continue  the  training  of  gun  cap- 
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tains  on  board  such  vessels  as  the  Department  may  specially  assign  to 
this  duty. 

During  the  past  year,  and  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the  Bureau 
had  issued  a  new  tactical  signal  book,  adapted  to  the  use  of  the  new 
ships  and  drawn  up  upon  lines  which  the  experience  of  ofiflcers  in  the 
North  Atlantic  Squadron  during  the  preceding  two  years  had  shown 
to  be  the  best.  The  Gunnery  Drill  Book  had  also  been  revised  and 
brought  up  to  date;  a  boat  signal  book  was  published  shortly  before 
the  war,  as  was  also  a  drill  manual  for  the  6-millimeter  rifle.  The  nearly 
exhausted  edition  of  the  General  Signal  Book  was  called  in,  rebound, 
and  reissued  to  ships  before  the  war  begain.  The  Bureau  will  shortly 
replace  this  book  with  a  new  and  more  comprehensive  General  Signal 
Book,  better  ada])ted  to  modern  ships. 

The  completeness  of  our  naval  victories  during  the  war  and  the  almost 
absolute  immunity  from  injury  'ft'hich  our  ships  and  crews  enjoyed  natu- 
rally led  to  a  general  conclusion  that  our  gunnery  had  much  to  do  with 
the  matter.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  all  reports  bear  out  this  conclusion. 
The  percentage  of  hits,  smaller  it  is  true  than  that  which  has  been 
obtained  at  target  practice,  is  modiiied  by  three  conditions:  in  the 
first  place,  the  demolition  of  the  enemy's  ships  has  usually  been  so 
complete  that  it  is  certain  that  the  marks  of  many  hits  were  obliter- 
ated by  subsequent  fires  and  explosions;  in  the  second  place,  the 
ranges  at  which  the  combats  have  taken  place  have  usually  been  so 
much  greater  than  those  which  have  been  used  in  target  practice,  that 
this  difference  would  account  for  a  reduction  of  from  30  to  60  per  cent 
in  the  percentage  of  hits;  and  finally,  the  rate  of  fire  was  much  higher 
in  the  battles  than  at  target  practice.  In  this  connection  it  is  proper 
to  note  that  it  had  been  the  endeavor  of  the  Bureau  during  the  year 
preceding  the  war  to  increase  the  rate  of  fire  at  target  practice.  When 
all  is  considered,  it  will  be  found  that  the  "hits  per  guu  per  minute" 
have  been  remarkably  high.  In  fact,  it  appears  that  the  experience  of 
each  combat  WMS  that  our  marksmanship  was  so  far  superior  that,  at 
a  range  at  which  the  Spanish  guns  and  gunners  were  ineffective,  our 
guns  and  gunners  were  so  effective  that  before  the  range  was  or  could 
be  reduced  the  Spanish  ships  were  either  seriously  crippled  or  their 
crews  demoralized. 

The  experience  of  the  war  has  been  another  demonstration  of  the 
importance  to  the  nation  of  sea  power.  The  Bureau  will  be  pardoned 
this  reference  to  a  somewhat  trite  lesson  when  its  importance  is  con- 
sidered. It  will,  I  think,  be  admitted  that  trom  the  first  the  only  appre- 
hension in  this  country  was  on  account  of  the  Spanish  navy.  It  was 
Cervera's  ships  that  were  feared.  We  did  not  fear  the  Spanish  army — 
would  not  have  feared  it  if  it  had  been  three  times  as  powerful,  unless 
it  had  been  supported  by  a  navy  powerful  enough  to  form  an  efQcient 
convoy  and  bring  it  to  our  coast.  On  the  contrary,  the  Spanish  navy, 
even  without  any  Spanish  army,  would  have  been  a  menace,  though  it 
had  consisted  of  but  one  well  equipped  cruiser.  Until  that  cruiser  had 
been  blockaded,  captured,  or  destroyed,  any  unprotected  point  on  our 
coast  and  all  of  our  sea-borne  commerce  would  have  been  at  its  mercy, 
and  no  army,  however  efficient,  could  have  protected  us  from  it.  It 
required  a  navy  for  this  work,  and  an  effective  navy. 

This  subject  also  brings  me  to  the  question  of  those  operations  in 
which  the  Navy  and  Army  are  called  upon  to  cooperate.  Happily  all 
points  of  difference  which  came  up  between  the  naval  and  military 
commanders  in  the  late  campaign  were  in  the  end  solved  satisfactorily 
by  victory.    Some  of  them  were  of  no  military  importance.    One  glaring 
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defect  of  the  system  for  joint  operations  was  found,  However,  m  the 
matter  of  transporting  and  convoying  troops.  There  can  be  no  question 
that  all  of  this  part  of  the  campaign  would  have  been  more  smoothly 
handled  had  the  Navy  been  given  by  law  and  regulation  that  part  of 
the  work  which  naturally  falls  to  it.  Eeports  of  the  landing  at  Siboney, 
and  a  special  report  from  Lieut.  E.  H.  Miner,  TJ.  S.  N.  (in  Appendix  K), 
will  be  found  to  particularize  as  to  these  matters.  The  Bureau  recom- 
mends that  steps  be  taken  to  frame  a  bill  putting  this  matter  into  the 
hands  of  the  Navy,  and  that  Congress  be  requested  to  pass  such  a  bill. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  recommendations  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  Coast  Signal  Service  in  regard  to  establishing  a  permanent  coast 
signal  service.  These  recommendations  are  found  in  paragraphs  16 
and  17  of  the  report,  and  are  approved  by  the  Bureau.  Such  a  perma- 
nent system  could  be  kept  up  at  comparatively  little  cost,  would  be  of 
value  to  many  departments  of  the  Government,  and  would  furthermore 
be  a  skeleton  around  which  a  highly  efficient  system  could  be  promptly 
built  upon  the  outbreak  of  a  war. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Naval  Academy, 
"  that  the  number  of  cadets  allowed  by  law  be  increased  by  the  repeal 
of  'An  act  regulating  the  appointment  of  cadet  midshipmen  and  cadet 
engineers  at  the  Naval  Academy,'  June  17, 1878,  chapter  260,  Supple- 
ment to  Eevised  Statutes,  volume  1,  second  edition,  1874  to  1891,  and 
reenact  section  1 513,  March  2,  1867,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States,  second  edition,  1878,  thus  allowing  10  Presidential  appoint- 
ments annually,  instead  of  10  every  six  years,"  although  its  object — to 
increase  the  number  of  graduates  of  the  Naval  Academy — is  approved, 
is  itself  disapproved,  the  same  object  being  accomplished  by  reducing 
the  Naval  Academy  course  to  four  years,  as  provided  by  House  bill 
No.  10403,  previoasly  referred  to. 

The  recommendation  of  the  commanding  oflELcer  of  the  training  sta 
tion  that  additional  accommodations  be  provided  for  apprentices  at  the 
training  station  is  approved.  The  Bureau,  however,  has  asked  for  but 
2,500  apprentices,  of  which  number  eight  or  nine  hundred  would  be 
under  training  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  of  the  sixteen  or  seventeen 
hundred  that  might  be  under  training  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  not  more 
than  1,000  would  be  on  shore  at  the  training  station  at  Newport  at  one 
time. 

Preliminary  plans  for  the  training  station  on  Terba  Bueua  Island, 
California,  have  been  prepared  at  the  direction  of  the  Bureau,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  contract  for  the  necessary  buildings  can  be  let  by 
December  1, 1898. 

The  recommendation  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Naval  Home, 
in  paragraph  IL  of  his  report,  and  which  also  is  incorporated  in  his 
estimates,  that  the  rating  of  water  tender  at  the  Naval  Home  be 
abolished  and  that  the  work  in  the  fire  room  there  be  performed  by 
three  laborers,  at  a  monthly  compensation  of  $30  each,  is  approved. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.   S.  CBOWW  IN  SHIELD, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


REPOKT  OF  THE  SECEETAKY  OF  THE  NAVY. 


1080 


Movements  of  vessels. 


"Naxae  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Adams,    Commander   W.  C. 
G-iBSON,  commanding. 

[Out  of  commission  Apr.  30, 
1898.] 

Port  Angeles,  "Wash 

Seattle,  wash 

BsquimanltiBritisli  Columbia 

Sausalito,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

Sausalito  Cal 

San  Diego,  Cal 

Do 

MagdalenaBay 

Hilo,  Hawaiian  Islands 


Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands. 


Sausalito,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

Albatross, Lieut.  Commander 
J.  F.  MosEK,  commanding. 
fTransferredto  Navy  Depart- 
ment Apr.  9, 1898.] 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Acapulco,  Mexico 

Kan  Francisco,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal  . 


Alexander,  Commander  "W. 
T.  BuHWELL,  commanding. 
[Commissioned  Jane  2, 1898.] 

New  Tort,  N.T 

Norfolk,  Ta 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia  — 

St.  Nicholas  Mole,  Haiti 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Norfolk,  Ya..- 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia  — 
Norfolk,  Va 


Alliance,  Commander  H.  N. 
Mannet,  commanding. 
Believed  by  Commander  A. 
Boss,  Jan.  4, 1898. 

Newport,  B.  I 

Southampton,  England 

Cherbourg,  France 

Queenstown,  Ireland 

Gibraltar,  Spain 

Fnnchal,  Madeira 

St.  Thomas,  Danish  West  In- 
dies   

Key  "West,  Fla 

Tompkinsville,  N.X 


Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Newport,  E.I 

Hampton  Beads,  Virginia  — 

Do 

Annapolis,  Md 

Norfolk.  Va 

Newport,  B.I 

New  London,  Conn .  -  - ... ... . 

Sea  Cliff,  Long  Island,  N.  T  - 

New  London,  Conn 

Northeast  Harbor,  Me 

-69 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1897. 


July  2 
July  10 
July  19 
July  20 
Aug.  21 
Oct.  3 
Oct.  7 
Oct.  24 
Deo.  14 

Dec.  22 

1898. 
Jan.  31 
Feb.  1 


1898. 


Apr.  26 
June  27 
July  7 
Aug.  23 
Sept.  7 
Sept.    8 


1898. 


June  9 
June  10 
June  19 
June  20 
June  27 
July  5 
July  10 
Sept.  28 


1897. 


July  27 
Aug.  16 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  17 
Sept.  26 

Nov.  17 
Dec.  1 
Deo.  22 

1898. 
Jan.  5 
Mar.  27 
Apr.  12 
Apr.  30 
May  35 
May  28 
June  4 
July  22 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  23 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1897. 
July  1 
July  10 
July  13 
July  20 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  28 
Oct.  4 
Oct.  18 
Nov.  21 
Deo.  20 

1898. 
Jan.     6 

Feb.     1 


Apr.  26 
June  27 
July  7 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  26 
Sept.    8 


1898. 
June  7 
June  10 
June  13 
June  19 
June  26 
June  30 
July  10 
Sept.  28 


1897. 
June  26 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  25 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  20 
Oct.      2 

Nov.  22 
Dec.  15 
Dec.  30 

1898. 
Mar.  26 
Apr.  9 
Apr.  26 
May  7 
May  27 
June  1 
July  16 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  26 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Alliance,  Commander  H.  N. 
Mawnby,  commanding, 
etc. — Continued. 


Bar  Harbor,  Me  -  - 

Castine,  Me 

Kockland,  Me 

Boothbay,  Me 

Portland,  Me 

Gloucester,  Mass- 
At  sea 


Amphitrite,  Capt.  Chas.  J. 

Babclay,  commanding. 
{Commissioned  Oct.  2, 1897.] 

Norfolk,  Va 

Sewells  Point,  Virginia 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia. . . 

New  Bedford,  Mass 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Lamberts  Point,  Virginia  .  -  - 
Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 


Charleston,  S.  C  . 


PortEoyal,  S.  C.--. 
Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Off  Havana,  Cuba. 


Annapolis,  Commander,  J.  J. 

Udnk£B,  commanding. 
[Commissioned  July  20,1897.] 

New  York  (navy-yard) 

Hampton  Beads,  Virginia — 

Do 

Key  West  Fla 

Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla 

Key  West  Fla 

Do 

Do 

Mayport,  Fla 

Newport,  B.I 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Annapolis,  Md 

Newport  News,  Va 


Barbados,  West  Indies. 


Port  de  France,  Martinique. . 
Basseterre,  St.  Christopht^r  . . 

Fredrickstedt,  St.  Croix 

St.  Thomas,  Danish  West  In- 
dies  

La  Guaira,  Venezuela 

Curacao,  Dutch  West  Indies 

Key  West  Fla 

Tom^insviUe,  N.  Y 

New  York  (navy-yard) 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Eaiquiri  Harbor,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Aug.  26 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  3 
Kept.  6 
Sept.  14 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  30 


1897. 


Oit.  2 

Oct.  4 

Oct.  7 

Oct.  24 

Nov.  14 

Nuv.  19 


Dec.  23 

1898. 
Jan.  1 
Apr.  8 
Apr.  27 
May  19 
June  9 
June  28 


1897. 


Sept.  3 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  16 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  30 
Oct.  12 
Oct.  18 
Nov.  1 
Nov.  8 
Nov.  12 
Nov.  28 
Dec.  3 
Dec.  10 


Dec.  25 


Jan.  7 
Jan.  9 
Feb.  3 

Feb.  16 
Mar.  1 
Mar.  11 
Mar.  29 
Apr.  8 
.-..do-.. 
Apr.  25 
Apr.  27 
Apr.  29 
May  2 
May  22 
May  31 
June  22 
June  23 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
Aug.  29 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  26 


1897. 
Oct.  2 
Oct.  4 
Oct.  5 
Oct.  23 
Nov.  12 
Kov.  16 
Deo.    23 

1898. 
Jan.      1 

Apr.  5 
Apr.  22 
May  1 
May  24 
June  27 


1897 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  6 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  30 
Oct.  11 
Oct.  13 
Oct.  26 
Nov.  6 
Nov.  8 
Nov.  27 
Deo.  1 
Dec.  9 
Dec.   11 

1898. 
Jan.     6 


Jan.  7 
Feb.  2 
Feb.    16 

Feb.  24 
Mar.  10 
Mar.  14 
Mar.  31 
Apr.  8 
Apr.  18 
Apr.  26 
Apr.  28 
May  1 
May  21 
May  30 
June  14 
June  23 
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PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING  THE 


Movements  of  vessels — ContiBued. 


IName  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Apache,  Lieut.  Edwin  G-bbb, 
commanding.  Believed  by 
Lieut.  G.  C.  Hanus,  July  8, 
1898. 

[Commissioned  June  11, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  24, 
1898.] 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Beads,  Virginia 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Boads,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va 


Arctic,  Lieut.  G.  C.  Stout, 

commanding. 
[Commissioned  July  9,  1898. 

Out  of  commission  Aug.  23, 

1898.] 

League  Island,  Pa 

New  Castle,  Del 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del . . 

Lewes,  Del" 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del . . . 

New  Castle,  Del 

League  Island,  Pa 

Armeria,  Commander  B.BnsH, 
commanding.  Believed!^ 
Lieut.  Commander  L.  C. 
LoGAK,  May  10, 1898. 

[Transferred  to  Navy  De- 
partment Mar.  24, 1898.  Be- 
turned  to  Treasury  Depart- 
ment Aug.  11, 1898.] 

Norfolk,  Va 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Santiago,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

NewXork,  N.  T 

Hampton  Beads,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 


Badger,    Commander  A.    S. 

Snow,  commanding. 
[Commissioned  Apr.  25, 1898.' 

New  York,  N.T - 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Do 

Bar  Harbor,  Me 

Do 

Do 

Do-.f 

D? 

Portland,  Me 

Key  West,  Fla 

Oft  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Nuevitas,  Cuba 

Dry  Tortagas,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Guantanamo,  Cuba — - 

MoDtauk  Point,  N.  T 

Boston,  Mass 

League  Island,  Pa 


Baltimore,  Capt.  N.  M.  Dyeb, 

commanding. 
[Commissioned  Oct.  12,  1897.] 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

San  Francisco,  Cal 


Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands . 

Labaina,  Hawaiian  Islands  . 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands . 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 


July  25 
Aug.  4 
Ang.  22 
Sept.  17 


July  29 
July  30 
July  31 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  16 


June  4 
June  14 
June  19 
June  28 
July  16 
July  17 
July  26 
Aug.    9 


1898. 


June  9 
June  13 
--.do-. 

June  35 
June  15 
June  17 
June  18 
June  21 
June  22 
July  1 
July  4 
July  12 
July  30 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  27 
Sept.  28 


Oct.    21 

Nov.     7 

1898. 
Jan.   24 
Jan.  29 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


July  25 
July  26 
Aug.  17 
Sept.  17 


1898. 
July  28 
July  30 
July  31 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  16 


1898. 
May  30 
June  7 
June  16 
June  23 
July  15 
July  17 
July  21 
Aug.    6 


1898. 
June    7 
June  12 
June  13 

Do. 
June  15 
June  17 
June  18 
June  20 
June  22 
June  26 
July  3 
July  11 
July  26 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  18 
Ang.  26 
Sept.  26 


1897. 
Oct.    20 
Oct.    30 

1898. 
Jan.   24 

Jan.   29 
Mar.  17 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Baltimore,  Capt.  N.  M.  Dtee, 
commanding — Continued. 

Labaina,  Hawaiian  Islands  .. 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands.. 

Tokobama,  Japan 

Hongkong,  Cbina 

Mirs  Bay. 

Manila,  Pbilippine  Islands .  - . 
Do 

Bancroft,  Lieut.  Commander 
C.  H.  Arnold,  commanding. 
Believed  by  Lieut.  Com- 
mander J.  V.  B.  Bleecker, 
Deo.  12, 1897.  Believed  by 
Lieut.  T.  B.  DeW.  Veedee, 
Apr.  27, 1898.  Believed  by 
Commander  B.  C  lovee. 
May  2, 1898.  Sept.  22, 1898, 
Lieut.  W.  Teuxtun  in  com- 
mand. 

[Out  of  commission  Sept.  30, 
1898.] 

Mersina,  Asia  Minor 

Karadasb,  Asia  Minor 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor 

MytUen  e,  MytUene 

Portlero,  Mytilene 

Port  Sigri,  Mytilene 

Kastra,  Chios 

Port  Vatbi,  Samos 

Tigani,  Samos 

Hermopolis,  Syra 

Naxia,  Naxos 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor 

Piraeus,  Greece 

Salamis,  Greece 

Piraeus,  Greece 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor 

Vourlab  Bay,  Asia  Minor 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor 


Vourlab  Heads,  Turkey... 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor 

Genoa,  Italy 

Lisbon,  Portugal 

Fayal,  Azores 

Grassy  Bay,  Bermuda 

Boston,  Mass 

Norfolk,  Va 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Tampa,  Fla 

Key  West,Fla 

Tampa,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Altares,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Sagua  la  Grande,  Cuba 

Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Hampton  Boads,  Virginia . 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 


Bennington,  Commander  H. 

E.  Nichols,  commanding. 

Believed  by  Commander  E. 

D.  Taussig,  Ang.  19, 1898. 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

San  Diego,  Cal 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands . 


Date  of 
arrival 


1898. 
Mar.  17 
Mar.  19 
Apr.  11 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  25 
May  1 
June  30 


1897. 
June  21 
July  23 
July  28 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  23 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  28 
Oct.  1 
Nov.  13 
Nov.  21 
Nov.  23 
Dec.  4 
Deo.  16 


Dec.  17 

1898. 
Jan.  7 
Jan.  8 
Jan.  25 
Feb.  12 
Mar.  17 
Mar.  29 
Apr.  4 
May  2 
May  9 
May  17 
May  18 
May  25 
May  27 
May  30 
June  12 
June  20 
June  22 
June  23 
June  30 
July  2 
July  14 
July  28 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  27 
Sept.  1 
Sept.    2 


1897. 


July  26 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  23 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
Mar.  18 
Mar.  25 
Apr.  15 
Apr.  25 
Apr.  27 
May  17 


1897. 
July  23 
July  24 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  23 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  28 
Sept.  30 
Nov.  12 
Nov.  21 
Nov.  23 
Dec.  3 
Deo.  16 
Dec.  17 

1898. 
Jan.     7 

Jan.  8 
Jan.  19 
Feb.  6 
Mar.  13 
Mar.  18 
Mar.  31 
Apr.  30 
May  4 
May  16 
May  17 
May  24 
May  26 
May  29 
June  9 
June  14 
June  21 
June  23 
June  28 
July  1 
July  13 
July  25 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  29 
Sept.    2 


1897. 
July  26 
July  30 
Aug.  14 
Sept.  27 
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Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


Kame  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Bennington,  Commander  H.  : 

E.  JSTiCHOLS,  commanding, 
etc . — Continued. 

Laliaina,  Hawaiian  Islands. . . 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands . . 

Lahaina,  Hawaiian  Islands . . . 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands . . 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Port  Townsend,  Wash 

Seattle,  Wash 

Port  Orchard,  "Wash 

Seattle,  "Wash 

San  Francisco.  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands . . 

Boston,  Capt.  Frank  Wildes, 
commanding, 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

Kobe,  Japan 

Chefoo,  China 

Chemulpo,  Korea 

Nagasaki,  Japan 


Chemulpo,  Korea, , 


Hongkong,  China 

Mirs  Bay 

Cavite,  f'hilippine  Islands.  -  - 

Brooklyn,  Capt.  F.  A.  Cook, 
commanding. 

Southampton,  England 

Tompkinsville,  NT  Y 

Newjport,  E.  I 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Portsmouth,  N.H 

Portland,  Me 

Bar  Harbor,  Me 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia . .  - 

Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia . . . 

Torktown,  Va 

Hampt.on  Koads,  Virginia . . . 

Boston,  Mass 

Tompkinsville,  N,  T 


New  York  (navy-yard)  - 


Hampton  Boads,  Virginia 

Macoris,  San  Domingo 

San  Domingo  City,  San  Do- 
mingo   

St.  Thomas,  Danish  West  In- 
dies   

St.  Cruz,  Danish  West  Indies . 

St.  Lucia,  British  Westlndies 

La  Guaira,  Venezuela 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia 

Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia 

Do 

Key  West,  Fla 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Gruantanamo,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Gaantanamo,  Cuba 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Newport,  K.  I 

Tompkinsville,  N,  Y 


1897. 
Sept.  27 

Sept.  30 

1898. 
Mar.  4 
Mar.  10 
June  26 
June  28 
July  8 
JulY  18 
July  19 
July  21 
Aug  8 
Aug.  14 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  27 


1897. 
May  4 
July  9 
Aug.  4 
Sept.  26 
Dec.     3 

Dec.   17 

1898. 
Mar.     3 
Apr.  2-t 
May     1 


1897. 
June  27 
July  ]7 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  4 
Oct.  15 
Oct.    24 

Oct.    28 

1898. 
Feb.     5 
Feb.   10 

Feb.  12 

Feb.  18 
Feb.  22 
Feb.  26 
Mar.  4 
Mar.  14 
Mar.  15 
Apr.  5 
.Apr.  15 
May  18 
May  i!2 
May  28 
July  4 
July  7 
Julv  23 
Aug.  20 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  21 


1897. 
Sept.  29 


189( 
Mar. 

4 

Mar. 

6 

June  16    1 

June  28   I 

July 

8 

July  U  II 

July 

19 

July 

21 

Aug. 

8 

Aug. 

11 

Sept. 

3 

Sept. 

8 

Sept. 

9 

Sept. 

15 

Sept. 

18 

189' 

. 

July 

7 

July 

28 

Sept. 

25 

Bee. 

1 

Dec. 

15 

1898.   -II 

Feb. 

28 

Apr. 

24 

Apr. 

2V 

1897. 

July 

6 

Aug. 

2 

Aug. 

11 

Aug. 

14 

Aug. 

16 

Aug. 

23 

Aug. 

31 

Sept. 

13 

Sept. 

19 

Sept. 

27 

Oct. 

4 

Oct. 

13 

Oct. 

22 

Oct. 

28 

1898.     11 

Feb. 

4 

Teh. 

fi 

Feb. 

12 

Feb. 

17 

Feb. 

22 

Keb. 

24 

Mar. 

2 

Mar. 

7 

Mar. 

15 

Apr. 

5 

Apr. 

13 

May 

13 

May 

19 

May 

2b 

July 

4 

July 

V 

July 

23 

A-ug 

14 

Sept 

14 

Sept 

20 

Buccaneer,  Lieut.  H.K.Hines, 
commanding.  lielieved  by 
Lieut.  A.N".  MATER,  June23, 
1898. 

[Commissioned  June  13, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept. 
12, 1898.] 


Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  lloads,  Virginia  — 
New  York,  N.Y 


Aug.  6 
Aug.  22 
Sept.    5 


Calumet,  "W.  H.  Cushiko, 
First  Lieut.,  E.  C.  S.,  com- 
manding. 

[  Transferred  to  the  Navy  De- 
partment June26, 1898.  Re- 
turned to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment August  27, 1898.] 


Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Navy-yard,  New  York 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del . 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Bar,  Virginia 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Fernandina,  Fla 

Sombrero  Key,  Fla 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Haven  Roads,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va 


1898. 


Castine,  Commander  R.  M. 
Beehy,  commanding. 

Buenos  Ayres,  Argentine  Re- 
public   

Doa  Hermanos,  Argentine 
Republic , 

Rosario,  Argentine  Republic , 

Dos  Hermanos,  Argentine 
Republic 

Colonia,  Uruguay 

Montevideo,  Uruguay 

Chico  Bank,  Rio  de  la  Plata  - . 

Buenos  Ayres,  Argentine  Re- 
public  

Montevideo,  Uruguay 

Maldonado,  Uruguay 

Montevideo,  Uruguay 

Chico  Bank 


Montevideo,  Uruguay. 


Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil 

Pernambuco,  Brazil 

Para,  Brazil 

Bridgetown,  Barbados 

Fort  de  France,  Martinique  . 

Port  Castries,  St.  Lucia 

Bridgetown,  Barbados 

Port  Castries,  St.  Lucia 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica ...... 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Navassa  Island 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 


June  26 
June  30 
July  3 
July  7 
July  8 
July  10 
July  15 
July  17 
July  20 
July  21 
July  30 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  11 

Aug.  is' 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  22 


1897. 
June  19 

July  16 
July  21 

July  30 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  16 
Sept.  13 

Sept.  18 
Oct.  8 
Oct.  22 
Oct.  26 
Dec.  12 


Jan.  31 
Feb.  8 
Feb.  15 
Feb.  25 
Feb.  28 
Mar.  7 
Mar.  9 
Mar.  17 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  26 
May  3 
May  9 
May  12 
May  28 


1808. 
Aug.    5 
Aug.  18 
Sent.    4 


1898. 
June  26 

Do. 
June  30  ■ 
July  7 
July  8 
July  10 
July  13 
July  17 
July  18 
July  21 
July  28 
July  31 
Aug.  11 

Bo. 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  22 


1897. 
July  14 

July  21 
JtUy  30 

Aug.  7 
Aug.  16 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  18 

Oct.  8 
Oct.  22 
Oct.  26 
Dec.  12 
Deo.   18 

1898. 
Jan.    24 


Feb.  1 
Feb.  9 
Feb.  19 
Feb.  27 
Mar.  7 
Mar.  8 
Mar.  16 
Mar.  17 
Mar.  23 
Apr.  21 
Mav  5 
May  9 
May  19 
May  31 
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PAPEES  ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Movements  of  vessels — Coutinued. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Castlne,  Commander  E.  M. 
Bekry,  comuiandiDg — Con- 
tinued. 

Tampa,  Ha 

Guantanamo,  Gu1)a 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Bahia  Honda,  Cuba 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  ria 

Do 

Hampton  Eoad.s,  Virginia 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Catskill,  Lieut.  M.  E.  Hall, 
commanding.  Relieved  by 
Lieut.  J.  0.  Porter,  July 
18,  1898. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  16, 1898. 
Oat  of  commission  Sept.  22, 
1898.] 

League  Island,  Pa 

Gloucester,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Marblebead,  Mass 

Gloucester,  Mass 

Marblebead,  Mass 

Gloucester,  Mass 

Marblebead,  Mass 

New  Castle,  Del 

League  Island,  Pa 


Celtic,  Lieut.  Commander  W. 
J.  K.  Patch,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  May  25, 1898.] 

New  York  (navy -yard) 

Off'  Cape  Charles 

Off  St.  Nicolas  Mole 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

New  York  (navy-yard) 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia . . . 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Newport,  E.I 

New  York  (navy-yard) 

Erie  Basin,  New  York 

New  York  (navy-yard) 


Gliailexton,    Capt.    Henry 
Glass,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  May  5, 1898.] 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands  . 

Sau  Luis  D'Apra,  Guam 

Cavite,  Pbilippine  Islands  - . 

Cheyenne,   Lieut.    Geo.    H. 
Swan,  commanding. 

[Out  of  commission  Aug.  29, 
1898.] 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Key  West,  Fla 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla 

Key  West,  Ha 

PortEoyal,S.C 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
June  2 
June  24 
July  2 
July  6 
July  14 
July  15 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  21 
Sept.  1 
Sept.    2 


Apr.  30 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  16 
Sept.  5 
...do-.. 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  11 


1898. 


June  12 
June  18 
June  19 
June  24 
June  26 
July  2 
July  4 
July  6 
July  15 
July  17 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  29 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  25 
Sept.  26 


May  29 
June  20 
June  30 


1898. 


Aug.  3 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  21 


Date  of 
depar. 
ture. 


1898. 
June  14 
June  28 
July  6 
July  14 
July  16 
July  25 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  29 
Sept.    2 


1898. 
Apr.  24 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  16 
Sej^.    5 

Sept.  '  7 
Sept.  11 


1898. 
June  11 
June  13 
June  18 
June  24 
June  26 
July  2 
July  4 
July  5 
July  15 
July  17 
July  80 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  28 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  25 
Sept.  26 


1898. 
May  21 
June    4 
June  22 


July  30 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  18 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Cincinnati,  Capt.  C.  M.  Ches- 
ter, commanding. 

Bermudas 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia . . . 

Tolchester,  Md 

New  York,  N.Y 

Bermudas 

St.  Lucia,  West  Indies 

Barbados,  British  West  In- 
dies   

Pernambuco,  Brazil 

Eio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil 

Montevideo,  Uruguay 


Buenos  Ayres,  Argentina  - 


Montevideo,  Uruguay 

Buenos  Ayres,  Argentina . . . 

Montevideo,  Uruguay 

Bahia,  BrazU 

Para,  Brazil 

Barbados,  British  West  In- 
dies   

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Do- 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Matanzas,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Oft  Cape  San  Antonio 

Key  West,  Ha 

Old  Bahama  Channel 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Norfolk  (navy-yardj 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia — 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

San  Juan,  Porto  Eico 

Ponce,  Porto  Eico 

Arroyo  Bay,  Porto  Kico 

Ponce,  Porto  Eico 

Off  Cape  San  Juan 

San  Juan,  Porto  Eico 

Cape  San  Juan  anchorage — 

San  Juan,  Porto  Eico 

St.  Thomas,  Danish  West  In- 
dies   

Culebrita  Island 

Great  Harbor,  Culebra 

St.  Thomas,  Danish  West  In- 
dies   , 

Port  San  Juan 

St.  Thomas,  Danish  AYest  In- 
dies   

Port  San  Juan 


City  of  Peking,  Commander 
W.  C.  Gibson,  commanding. 
[Commissioned  May  10, 1898. 

Out  of  commission  Sept.  1, 

1898.] 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands  . 

San  Luis  d' Apra,  Guam , 

Manila,  Philippine  Islands. . . 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

San  Francisco,  Cal 


Choctaw,  Lieut.  W.  O.  Hulmb, 

commanding. 
[Commissioned  Apr.  19, 1898. 

Out  of  commission  Aug.  26, 

1898.] 
Pensacola,  Fla 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1897. 
July  7 
July  11 
July  16 
July  26 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  27 

Sept.  29 
Oct.  16 
Oct.  28 
Nov.  27 

Dec.    1 

1898. 
Jan.  4 
Jan.  19 
Jan.  26 
Feb.  3 
Feb.  12 

Feb.  23 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  26 
Apr.  2 
Apr.  6 
Apr.  10 
Apr.  15 
Apr.  21 

do  ... 

Apr.  22 
May  1 
May  17 
May  22 
May  27 
June  2 
June  3 
July  10 
July  15 
July  20 
July  23 
July  26 
July  28 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  13 
...lo... 


Aug.  17 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  23 

Aug.  24 
Sept.    7 

Sept.  17 
Sept.  19 


1898. 


June  1 
June  20 
June  30 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  22 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1897. 
July  9 
July  15 
July  24 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  21! 
Sepfa  28 

Oct.  5 
Oct.  23 
Nov.  22 
Nov.  30 

1898. 
Jan.     4 

Jan.  18 

Jan.  25 

Jan.  27 

Feb.  6 

Feb.  19 

Mar.  17 
Mar.  23 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  5 
Apr.  9 
Apr.  14 
Apr.  19 
Apr.  21 
Apr.  22 
May  1 
May  16 
May  21 
May  24 
May  30 
June  3 
July  10 
July  11 
July  19 
July  21 
July  24 
July  27 
Aug.   2 

^0.' 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  13 

Aug.  16 

Aug.  22 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  24 

Sept.  7 
Sept.  17 

Sept.  18 


May  25 
June  4 
June  22 
July  30 
Aug.   6 


June  11 
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Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


ChoctaiT,  Lieut.  W.  O.  Holme, 
commanding — Continued. 

PortEads.La 

Now  Orleans,  La 

PortEads,  La 

Galveston,  Tex 

Fensacola,  Fla 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Columbia,  Capt.  J.  H.  Sands, 
commanding. 

League  Island,  Pa 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia  — 

Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Boads,  Yirginia 

Do 

Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Boads,  Virginia 

Newport,  B.I 

Boston,  JVlass 

Provincetown,  Maes 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Portland,  Me 

Bar  Harbor,  Me 

Eastport,  Me 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Dela- 
ware  

Do 

Tomkinsville,  N.  T 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Dela- 
ware   

Block  Island,  E.  I.   -  

Do 

New  York,  N.Y 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Dela- 
ware   

Block  Island,  E.  I 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Dela- 
ware   -- 

Block  Island,  R.  I 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Dela- 
ware   

Block  Island,  E.I 

Key  West,  Ela 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Off  Santiago  de  Cnba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Mole  St.  Nicholas,  Haiti 

Guanica,  Porto  Eico 

St.  Thomas,  Danish  "West  In- 
dies   

Port  Ponce,  Porto  Eico 

Guanica,  Port  o  Eico 

Port  Ponce,  Porto  Eico 

Key  West,  Fla 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Dela- 
ware   

League  Island,  Pa 


Concord,    Commander    Asa 
Walkeb  commanding. 

At  sea 

Port  Angeles,  "Wash 

Victoria,  British  Columbia  . .. 

Departure  Bay,  British  Co- 
lumbia   

Port  Alexander,  British  Co- 
lumbia   

Coghlan  Anchorage,  British 
Columbia 

New  Mettakatta,  Alaska 

Sitka,  Alaska 

Killisnoo,  Alaska 

Juneau,  Alaska 

Douglas  City,  Alaska 

Juneau,  Alaska 

Otstoca  Island,  Alaska 


1898. 
June  11 
July  2 
July  6 
July  8 
Aug.    3 


1898. 


Mar.  31 

Apr.  2 

Apr.  4 

Apr.  15 

...do  --. 

Apr.  17 

Apr.  25 

Apr.  27 

Apr.  28 

Apr.  30 

May  2 

May  3 

May  4 

May  5 

May  6 

May  16 
May  18 
May  19 

May  23 
May  24 
May  27 
May  29 

June  20 
June  21 

June  23 
June  24 

June  25 
June  26 
June  30 
July  5 
July  11 
July  16 
July  22 
July  25 

truly  26 
July  30 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  21 

Aug.  25 
Aug.  26 


1897. 
July    1 
Julv    2 
July  20 


.-..do-- 

July  21 

July  22 
Julv  23 
July  25 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  27 
....do.. 
Aug.  29 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1808. 
July     2 
July     6 
July    7 
Aug.    1 


Mar.  28 
Apr.  2 
Apr.  4 
Apr.  13 
Apr.  15 
Apr.  17 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  26 
Apr.  28 
Apr.  30 
May  2 
May  3 
May     4 

Do. 
May    6 
May  13 

May  17 
May  18 
May  22 

May  23 
May  24 
May  28 
June  19 

June  20 
June  22 

June  23 
June  24 

June  25 
June  26 
Jnly  3 
July  9 
July  16 
July  21 
July  22 
Jnly  26- 

Jnly  30 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  22 

Aug.  26 


1897. 
July  20 

Jnly  21 

Jnly  22 

July  23 
July  24 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  27 

Do. 
Aug.  29 
Aug.  30 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Concord,  Commander  Asa 
Walker,  commanding- 
Continued. 

Sitka,  Alaska 

Killisnoo,  Alaska 

Port  Wrangell,  Alaska 

Simpson  Port,  Alaska 

Swanson  Bay,  B.  C 

Safety  Cove,  Alaska 

Alert  Bay,  Alaska 

Comox,  British  Columbia 

Departure  Bay,  British  Co- 
lumbia   

Victoria  (Esquimault) 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands. 

YokohamiO,  Japan 

Chemulpo,  Korea 

Hongkong,  China 

Mirs  Bay,  China 

Manila  Bay,  Philippine  Is- 
lands  


Cnshing,  Lieut.  Albert 
G  LEAVES,  comnfending. 
Believed  by  Naval  Cadet 
D.  F.  BOTD,  Sept.  12, 1898. 


New  Haven,  Conn 

Newport,  E.  1 

Bristol,  E.I 

Dutch  Island,  Ehode  Island. . 

Newport,  R.  1 

Dutcn  Island,  Ehode  Island. 

Newport,  E.  I 

Potters  Cove 

Newport,  E.  I 

Whitestone,  Long  Island 

South  Amboy,  N.J 

New  York,N.Y 

Newport,  E.I 

Dutch  Island,  Ehode  Island. 

Newport,  E.  I 

Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island 

Noyack  Bay,  Long  Island. . . 

Newport,  E.  I 

Bristol,  E.  I 

Newport,  E.  I 

Dutch  Island,  Ehode  Island  . 
Newport,  E.  I 

Bristol,  R.i..'. 

Newport,  E.  I 

Noyack  Bay,  Long  Island. . . 

Sag  Harbor,  Long  Asian' I 

Noyack  Bay,  Long  Island. . . 

Newport,  It.  I 

New  York, N.Y 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Lewes,  Del .--. 

Assateague  Inlet,  Virginia.. 
Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia. . . 

Southern  Drill  Grounds 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia.  -  - 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia. . . 

Annapolis,  Md 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia. . . 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Beads,  Virginia-  -  - 

City  Point,  Va 

Eicnmond,  Va 

Newport  News,  Va 

Norfolk,  Va 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1897. 
Aug.  3D 
Nov.  11 
Nov.  12 
Nov.  13 
Nov.  14 
Nov.  15 
Nov.  16 
Nov.  17 

Nov.  19 
Nov.  20 
Nov.  26 


Nov.  29 


1898. 
Jan.   17 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Mar. 


9 
26 
4 
Apr.  24 

May     1 


1897. 
July    8 
July     9 
July  12 
July  15 

July  ie 

July  so' 
....do... 
Aug.    1 

.^lo.^ 
Aug.  3 
Aug.    4 

Aug.  5 
Au-.  6 
do  . .- 

Aug.    9 

Aug.  13 
Aug.  20 

Aug.  23 

Aug.  25 

do  ... 

Sept.  26 
Oct.  1 
Oct.  2 
Oct.  6 
Oct.  7 
Oct.  9 
...do... 
Oct.    11 


Oct.  12 

Oct.  13 

Oct.  15 

Oct.  18 

Oct.  23 
..-.do-.- 

Oct.  24 

Oct.  27 

Oct.  28 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1897. 
Nov.  11 
Nov.  12 
Nov.  13 
Nov.  14 
Nov.  15 
Nov.  10 
Nov.  17 
Nov.  19 

Nov.  20 
Nov.  23 
Nov.  29 


1898. 
Jan. 


Jan.  22 
Feb.  19 
Feb.  28 
Apr.  24 
Apr.  27 


1897. 
Julv    8 
July    9 
July  12 
July  15 

July  16 

July  30 

Do. 
Aug.    1 
Aug.    2 

Do. 
Aug.    3 
Aug.    4 

Do. 
Aug.    5 
Aug.    6 

Do. 
Aug.    7 

Do. 
Aug.    9 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  20 

Aug.  23 

Aug.  24 
Aug.  25 
Sept.  26 
Oct.  1 
Oct.  2 
Oct.  6 
Oct.  7 
Oct.  8 
Oct.  9 
Oct.  11 
Oct.  12 
Oct.  13 
Oct.  15 
Oct.  18 
Oct.    23 

Do. 
Oct.    24 
Oct.    27 
Oct.    28 
Nov.     3 
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Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


Kame  of  vessel  and  port 
Tiaited. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Cushing,  Lieut.  Albert 
Gleaves,  commanding, 
etc Continued. 

Wilmington,  N.  C 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Port  Koyal,  S.  C 

Savannah,  Ga 

St.  Catherines  Inlet , 

Brunswick,  Ga 

Fernandina,  Fla , 

Jacksonville,  Fla 

St.  Augustine,  JTla 

Cape  Canaveral 

(Jape  Florida 

Miami,  Fla 


1897. 
Nov.  4 
Nov.  6 
Nov.  19 
Nov. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec.  29 
Deo.  30 


Key  "West,  Fla  . 


Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugaa.  Florida 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Havana,Cuba 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugaa,  Florida 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba . .  _ 

Key  West,  Fla 

Oft- Sand  Key,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Rebecca  Shoals 

Key  West,  Fla 

In  Florida  Straits 

Key  West,  Fla 

Cardenas,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Cardenas,  Cuba 

Sagnala  Grande,  Cuba 

Boca  del  Christo,  Cuba 

Sagua  la  Grande,  Cuba 

PiedrasCay,  Cuba 

HijoCay,  Cuba 

Piedras  Ci^,  Cuba 

Cardenas  Bay,  Cuba 

Piedras  Cay,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Cape  Hatteras 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia . . . 

New  York,  N.Y 

Newport,  R.  I 


Detroit,  Commander  J. 
Dayton,  commanding. 

New  York  (navy-yard) .  - . 

Key  West,  Fla 

Puerto  Cortez,  Honduras . 
Livingston,  Guatemala . . . 

Florida  Bay 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  au  Prince,  Haiti 

Fort  Antonio,  Jamaica  . . . 


San    Domingo     City,    San 
Domingo 


San  Pedro  de  Macoris,  San 
Domingo 

Santa  Barbara,  San  Domingo. 

Porto  Plata,  San  Domingo 

Cape  Hal tien ,  Haiti 

Key  West,  Fla 

Sand  Key  Light,  Florida 

Dry  Tortugaa,  Fla 

Do 

Middle  Rendezvous,  Florida 
Bay. 

Key  West,  Fla 


Dec.  31 

1898. 
Jan.  21 
Jan.  22 
Feb.  1 
..-.do.-. 
Feb.  11 
Feb.  13 
Feb.  16 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  24 
May     2 

May  3 
June  15 
June  16 
...do... 
July  9 
July  22 
July  23 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  7 
...do... 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  11 
...do... 
Aug.  13 

Aug.  14 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  14 


1897. 
May  21 
Oct.  10 
Oct.  24 
Oct.  25 
Nov.  5 
Nov.  6 
Dec.  20 
Deo.  27 


Deo.  31 

1898. 
Jan.  3 
Jan.  5 
Jan,  8 
Jan  9 
Jan.  14 
Jan.  23 
Jan.  25 
Jan.  29 


1897. 
Nov.  '6 
Nov.  19 
Nov.  14 
Dec.  1 
Dec.  6 
Dec.  8 
Dec.  9 
Dec.  18 
Deo.  28 
Dec.   29 


Feb.     5 
Feb.     8 


Dec. 

30 

Dec. 

31 

1898. 

Jan. 

19 

Jan. 

22 

Feb. 

1 

Do. 

Feb. 

11 

Feb. 

13 

Feb. 

16 

Apr. 

23 

Do. 

Apr. 

24 

May 

2 

May 

3 

Juno 

15 

D 

1. 

June 

16 

July 

9 

July 

22 

July 

23 

Aug. 

4 

Aug. 

b 

n- 

V 
1. 

Aug. 

9 

^"f,-o?^ 

Aug. 

13 

Do.     1 

Aug. 

14 

Aug. 

16 

Aug. 

22 

Aug. 

23 

Sept. 

14 

1897 

Oct. 

10 

Oct. 

20 

Oct. 

25 

Nov. 

2 

Nov. 

5 

Dec. 

16 

Dec. 

26 

Deo. 

29 

1898 

Jan. 

3 

Jan. 

4 

Jan. 

7 

Jan. 

8 

Jan. 

11 

Jan. 

23 

Jan. 

24 

Jan. 

27 

Feb. 

5 

Feb. 

7 

Feb. 

12 

Detroit,  Commander  J.  H. 
Dayton,  commanding — 
Continued. 

Mobile  Bay,  Alabama 

Mobile,  Ala 

Sand  Key  anchorage,  Florida- 
Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugaa,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Sand  Key  anchorage 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

On  Havana.  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  San  Juan ,  Porto  Rico 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Do 

Off  Baiquiri,  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Off  Baiquiri,  Cu6a 

Off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Cay  Frances,  Cuba 

Between  Isle  of  Pines  and 

Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia 

Provincetown,  Maas 

Boston,  Mass 


Dixie,  Commander  C.  H. 
Davis,  commanding.  Re- 
lieved by  Lieut.  G.  A.  Mer. 

KIAM. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  19, 1898. J 

Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Roads,  "Virginia 

Do 

Lynn  Haven  Bay,  Virginia. 

*  Mole  St.  Nicolas,  Haiti 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Cape  Cruz,  Cuba  ! 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

San  Juan,  Porto  Rico 

Guanica,  Porto  Rico 

Ponce,  Porto  Rico 

St.  Thomas,  Danish  West  In. 

dies 

Ponce,  Porto  Rico 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Cape  San  Domingo 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Hampton  Roada,  "Virginia.  - . 

Baltimore,  Md 

League  Island  (navy-yard) . . 

DoIpMn,  Commander  H.  W. 
Lyon,  commanding. 

[Out  of  commission  Nov.  24, 
1897 ;  Tecomm"issioned  Mar. 
24, 1898.] 

Boston,  Mass , 

Washington,  D.  C 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia... 


1898. 
Feb.  14 
Feb.  15 
Feb.  25 
Feb.  26 
Feb.  28 
Mar.  1 
Mar.  18 
Mar.  16 
Mar.  20 
Apr.  5 
Apr.  7 
Apr.  9 
Apr.  13 
Apr.  19 
Apr.  22 

do  ... 

Apr.  27 
Apr.  29 
May  1 
May  4 
May  12 
May  19 
June  1 
June  12 
June  22 
June  24 
June  27 
June  30 
July  16 
Aug.  14 

...do... 

Aug.  18 
Aug.  22 
Sept.  1 
Sept.    2 


1898. 


May  27 
May  31 
June  11 
June  18 
June  19 
June  20 
June  21 
July  2 
July  8 
July  24 
July  26 
July  27 

July  29 
July  81 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  2S 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  22 


1897. 
June  27 
July  12 
July  25 
...do  ... 


1898. 
Feb.  15 
Feb.  23 
Feb.  26 
Feb.  28 
Mar.  1 
Mar.  18 
Mar.  19 
Mar.  20 
Apr.  4 
Apr.  6 
Apr.  8 
Apr.  12 
Apr.  18 
Apr.  21 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  26 
Apr.  29 
May  1 
May  3 
May  4 
May  12 
May  23 
June  9 
June  14 
June  24 
June  27 
June  28 
July  14 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  14 

Aug.  16 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  29 
Sept.    2 


1893. 
May  27 
May  30 
June  11 
June  13 
June  18 
June  19 
June  20 
July  1 
July  7 
July  21 
July  25 
July  27 
July  28 

July  30 
Aug.  1 
Aug  11 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  20 


1897. 
July    9 
July  24 
July  25 
July  26 


REPORT   OF   THE    SECRETARY    OP   THE   NAVY. 
Movements  of  vessels — Continued, 


1095 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Dolphin,  Coramander  H.  "W". 
Lyon,  commanding — Cont'd. 

Annapolis,  Md 

TompkinsviUe,  N.  T 

New  London,  Conn 

Newport,  II.I 

Cottage  City,  Maas 

Boston,  Mass 

Portland,  Me 

Eockland,  Me 

Isle  an  Hant,  Me 

Eimballs  Island,  Me 

Isle  au  Hant,  Me 

Bar  Harbor,  Me 

Seal  Harbor,  Me 

Do 

Bar  Harbor,  Me 

Do 

Belfast,  Me 

Eockland,  Me 

Portland,  Me 

Fortress  Monroe,  Ya 

Cruising  G-round 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va 

Annapolis,  Md 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va 

Lamberts  Point,  Va 

Norfolk,"  Va 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Newport,  R.  I 

New  London,  Conn 

Off  Bridgeport,  Conn 

New  York,  N.Y 


New  York,  N.  Y , 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Bahia Honda,  Cuba  .,. 

Off  Cape  Catoche 

Off  Bahia  Honda,  Cuba  . . . 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Bahia  Honda,  Cuba 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Pardeon  Grande  Cay,  Cuba 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

St.  Nicholas  Mole,  Haiti ... 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba... 

Key  West,  Fla 

Norfolk,  Va 

Do 

Hampton  Beads,  Virginia. 
Off  Northeast  End  light-ship. 
Delaware  Breakwater,  Del . . 
Winter  Quarter  Shoal  light- 
ship  

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia... 
Washington,  D.  C 


Dorothea,  Lieut.  Commander 
W.  J.  Babnett,  command- 
ing. Believed  by  Lieut.  J. 
J.  Knapp,  Aug.  8,  1898. 
Believed  by  Lieut.  Com- 
mander N.  T.  Huston,  Aug. 
14, 1898. 

[Commissioned  June  1, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  20, 
1898.] 

League  Island,  Pa 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del... 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1897. 
July  : 
July  : 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 

Aug. 
Aug. 

Aug, 
Aug. 
Aug. 

.^lo 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


Apr.  16 
Apr.  25 
....do.. 

May  2 
May  3 
May  6 
May  13 
May  15 
May  17 
May  24 
May  25 
May  26 

May  27" 
June  1 
June  8 
June  10 
jTine  11 
June  28 
July  2 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  17 
Sept.  7 
do... 


Sept.  10 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  15 


1898. 


June  14 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1897. 
July  28 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  17 

Aug.  18 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  23 

Do. 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  28 
Aug.  29 
Aug.  30 

Sept.  '  2 
Sept.  7 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  17 
Sept.  18 
Oct.  6 
Oct.  9 
Oct.  22 
Oct.  23 
Oct.  24 
Oct.  26 
Oct.    26 


1898. 
Apr.  9 
Apr.  24 
Apr.  25 
May  1 
May  2 
May  4 
May  12 
May  15 
May  16 
May  23 
May  24 
May  25 
May  26 
May  27 
May  29 
June  7 
J'une  9 
June  10 
June  23 
June  29 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  17 
Sept.  6 
Sept.  7 
Sept.  9 

Sept.  10 
Sept.  14 
Sept.  30 


1898. 
June  12 
June  16 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Borothea*  Lieut.  Commander 
W.  J.  Barnett,  command- 
ing, etc Continned. 

Hatteras  Cove 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia 


Du  Pont,  Lieut.  Spencek  S. 
Wood,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Sept.  23, 1898.] 

Newport,  E.I 

New  York  (navy -yard) 

Hanopton Eoads,  Virginia 

Annapolis,  Md 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia — 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia — 

City  Point,  Va 

Eicnmond,  Va 

Newport  News,  Va 

Norfolk,  Va 

Wilmington,  N.C 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 

Savannah,  Ga , 

St.  Catherines  Island 

Brunswick,  Ga 

Fernandiua,  Fla 

Jacksonville,  Fla , 

St.  Augustine,  Fla 

Cape  Canaveral,  Florida 

Cape  Florida,  Florida 

Miami,  Florida 


Key  West,  Fla. 


Tampa  Bay,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Mobile,  Ala 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla. . . 

Key  West,  Fla 

Havana,  Cuba 

Matanzas,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Havana,  Cuba 

Matanzas,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Cienf  uegos,  Cuba 

Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Mobile,  Ala 

Key  West,  Fla 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba . . 
Santiago  de  Cuba  . . . 
Guantanamo,  Oaba  - . 
Santiago  de  Cuba  . .  - 
GuantHuarao,  Cuba. . 
Santiago  de  Cuba  . . . 
Guantanamo,  Cuba . . 
Santiago  de  Cuba  . .  - 
Guantanamo,  Cuba. . 
Santiago  de  Cuba  . . . 
Guantanamo,  Cuba. . 
Santiago  de  Cuba  . .  - 
Guantanamo,  Cuba. . 
Eio  Tarquino,  Cuba . 

Siboney,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba. . 
Santiago  de  Cuba  — 
Guantanamo,  Cuba . . 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
June  17 
June  20 
June  30 
July  17 

Aug.  24 
Aug.  28 


1897. 
Aug.  28 
Sept.  26 
Oct.  7 
Oct.  9 
Oct.  13 
Oct.  15 
Oct.  16 
Oct  22 
Oct.  23 
Oct.  24 
Oct.  27 
Oct.  28 
Nov.  4 
Nov.  6 
Nov.  19 
Nov.  24 
Deo.  1 
Deo.  5 
Dec.  8 
Dec.  9 
Dec.  18 
Dec.  28 
Dec.  29 
Dec.  30 

Dec.  31 

1898. 
Jan.  28 
....do... 
Jan,  29 
Mar.  11 
Mar.  13 
Mar.  20 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  27 
Apr.  29 
Apr.  30 
May  7 
May  18 
May  22 
May  26 

May  30 
June  15 
June  20 
June  21 
June  22 
June  23 
June  24 
June  26 
....do... 
June  27 
....do... 
June  28 
June  29 
June  30 
July  1 
July  2 
July  3 
July     4 

'jiily    f 
July    8 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
June  18 
June  28 
July  16 
July  17 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  26 


1897 

Sept. 

26 

Oct. 

7 

Oct. 

8 

Oct. 

13 

Oct. 

15 

Oct. 

16 

Oct. 

22 

Oct. 

23 

Oct. 

24 

Oct. 

27 

Oct. 

28 

Nov, 

3 

Nov. 

fi 

Nov. 

19 

Nov. 

24 

Dec. 

1 

Deo. 

5 

Dec. 

8 

Dec. 

9 

Dec. 

18 

Dec. 

28 

Dec. 

29 

Dec. 

30 

Dec. 

31 

1898 

Jan. 

27 

Jan. 

28 

1)0 

Mar. 

10 

Mar. 

13 

Mar. 

20 

Apr. 

22 

Apr. 

23 

Apr. 

27 

%'o 

29 

Mav 

7 

May 

16 

May 

20 

May 

24 

May 

26 

May 

28 

June  13 

June 

16 

June 

21 

June 

22 

June  23 

June  24 

June 

25 

June  26 

June  27 

Do 

June 

28 

June  29 

June  30 

July 

1 

July 

2 

July 

3 

Do 

July 

4 

July 

V 

Do 

July 

16 
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Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Su  Pont,  Lieut.  Spencbb  S. 
Wood,  commanding — Cont'd, 

Santiago  de  Cnba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

To:  t  Nipe.  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Do 

Cienfuegoa,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Brnnswick,  Ga 

New  York,  N.  T 


Eagle,  Lieut.  W.  H.  H. 
SouTHEELAiTD,  Command- 
ing. Relieved  by  Ensign 
P.  Stminqton,  Sept.  29, 
1898. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  5, 1898.] 

New  York,  N.T 

Sandy  Hook,  N.  Y 

Kev  West.Ha 

'Do    

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Off  Santiago  deCuba 

Port  Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Isle  of  Pines.  Cuba 

Key  West,ria 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia 

ElfWda,  Lieut.  (J.  G.)  M.  A. 
Oklopp,  commanding.  Re- 
lieved by  Lieut.  (J.G.)  W. 
H.  Stayton,  July  29,  1898. 
Relieved  by  Lieut.  (J.  G.) 
M.  A.  Oblopf,  Aug.  2, 1898. 
Relieved  by  Lieut,  T.  C. 
Zeeega,  Aug.  29, 1898. 

[Commissioned  June  30, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  14, 
1898.] 

New  York,N.Y 

New  London,  Conn 

Niantic  Bay,  Connecticut 

New  London,  Conn 

Fishers  Island,  New  York  . . . 

New  London ,  Conn 

New  York,  N.Y 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Greenport,  N.  J 

Shinnecock  Canal,  New  Jer- 
sey  

Greenport,  N.  J 

New  York,  N.Y 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  Long  Island, 
New  York 

Greenport,  N.  J 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  Long  Island, 
New  York 

New  London,  Conn 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  Long  Island, 
New  York 

New  London,  Conn 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  Long  Island, 
NewYork 

Greenport,  N.  J 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  Long  Island, 
NewYork 

New  London,  Conn 


Date  of 

arrival. 


1898. 
July  16 
July  17 
July  18 

July  2i 
July  22 
July  24 
July  25 
July  27 
Aug.  6 
Aug.    9 


Apr.  17 
Apr.  23 
May  3 
May  19 
May  31 
June  8 
June  12 
June  23 
...do... 
June  30 
July  7 
July  20 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  22 
Sept.  21 
Oct.     3 


1898. 


Aug.  1 

Aug.  2 

Aug.  3 

Aug.  4 

Aug.  5 

Aug.  0 

Aug.  7 


...do... 
Aug.  8 
Aug.    9 


Aug.  24 
Aug.  25 

Aug.  26 
Aug.  27 


...do... 
Aug.  29 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Aug.  3D 
Sept.    1 

Sept.    2 
do  .. 


July  16 
July  18 

July  21 

Do. 
July  24 

Do. 
July  26 
Aug.    3 
Aug.    6 


1898. 
Apr.  17 
Apr.  18 
Apr.  24 
May  5 
May  21 
June  3 
June  10 
June  14 
June  23 
June  26 
July  1 
July  10 
July  M 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  18 
Sept.  21 
Oct.      3 


1898. 
Aug.    1 

^0.' 

Aug.  3 

Aug.  4 

Aug.  5 

Aug.  6 

Aug.    7 

Aug.    8 

Aug.  23 

Aug.  25 
Aug.  26 

Aug.  27 
Do. 

Aug.  29 
Aug.  30 

Sept.     1 
Sept.     2 

Do. 
Sept.    3 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Elfrlda,Lient.'(J.  G.)  M.  A. 
Oblopp,  commanding,  etc.- 
Continued. 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  Long  Island, 
New  York 

New  London,  Conn 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  Long  Island, 
Ne  w  York 

New  London,  Conn 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  Long  Island, 
New  York 

New  York,  N.Y 

Ericsson,  Lient.  N.  K.  TJsheb, 
commanding. 

[Out  of  commission  Sept.  21, 
1898.] 

Narragansett  Bay 

Newport,  E.  I 

Cottage  City ,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Massachusetts  and  Hingham 
bays  and  Boston 

Do  !!"'!!JJ!!!Jj;jJ!!!r!! 

Do 

Boston,  Mass 

Newport,  E.  I 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Navy -yard.  New  York 

Communipaw,  N.J 

New  London,  Conn 

Fischers  Island  Sonnd,  Gar- 
diners  Bay,  and  New  Lon- 
don, Conn 

Fischers  Island  Sound  and 

New  London,  Conn 

Do 

Stonington,  Conn , 

Ne\^'port,  K.I 

Narragansett  Bay  and  New 
port,  R.  I 

Newport,  R.I 

Coddington  Cove  and  New 
port,  R.  I 

Newport,  R.I 

Narragansett  Bay  and  New 
port,  R.  I 

Newport,  E.  I 

Noyack  Bay  and  Sag  Harbor. 

Newport,  R.  I 

Do 

New  Haven,  Conn 

Navy -yard.  New  York 

Tompkinsville.  N.  Y 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del  . . . 

Do 

Aseateague  anchorage 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia . . . 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. . . 

Vo '.'///..'.'..' "/"//.'..'.'.'. 
Annapolis,  Md 

Do 

Hampton  Roads.  Virginia  . . . 

Navy -yard,  Norfolk,  va 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. . . 

City  Point,  Va 

Riohmond,  Va 

Newport  News,  Va 

Norfolk,  Va 

Wilmington,  N.  C 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Do 

Do 

Port  Royal,  S.  0 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
Sept.    3 
Sept.    6 

Sept.    7 
...do.. 


Sept.    8 
Sept.  10 


1897. 
July    7 

"July     "» 
July     9 

July  12 

July  13 

July  14 

July  15 

July  16 

July  17 

July  18 

July  19 

July  23 


July  25 

July  26 
July  27 
July  23 
July  29 

July  30 
Aug.    4 

Aug.  6 
Aug.    7 

Aug.  11 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  6 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  16 
Sept.  19 
....do... 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct.  9 
Oct.  11 
Oct.  12 
Oct.  13 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  15 
....do.. 
Oct.  22 
Oct.  23 
Oct.  24 
Oct.  27 
Oct.  28 
Nov.  4 
Nov.  6 
Nov.  11 
Nov.  16 
Nov.  19 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
Sept.  6 
Sept.  7 

Do. 

Sept.  8 

Sept.  9 


1897. 
July    7 
July     8 
July     9 
July  12 

July  13 
July  14 
July  15 
July  16 
July  17 
July  18 
July  19 
July  23 

July  25 


July  26 

July  27 

Julv  28 

July  29 

July  30 

Aug.  4 
Aug.  B 

Ang.  7 
Aug.  11 

Ang.  17 
Aug.  23 
Ang.  24 
Sept.  6 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  16 
Sept.  18 
Sept.  19 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 

Oct.  9 

Oct.  11 

Oct.  12 

Oct.  13 

Oct.  14 

Oct.  15 

Do. 

Oct.  22 

Oct.  23 

Oct.  24 

Oct.  27 

Oct.  28 

Nov.  3 

Nov.  6 

Nov.  11 

Nov.  16 

Nov.  19 

Nov.  27 
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Name  of  Tpssel  and  port 
visited. 


Ericsson,  Lieut.  ^.  B.  Usheb, 
oommanding — Continued. 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  0 

tiavannab,  Ga 

St.  Catherines  Island,  Georgia 

Brunswick,  Ga 

Femandina,  Fla 

Jacksonville,  Fla 

St.  Augustine,  Fla 

Do 

Cape  Canaveral,  Florida — 

Cape  Florida,  Florida 

Miami,  Fla 


Key  West,  Fla . 


Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Mobile  Bay,  Florida 

Mobile,  Ala 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Sand  Key  and  Key  West,  Fla. 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Key  Weat,Fla 

Do 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Do 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Havana  Blockade 

Do 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade  off  Havana 

Do 

Off  Mariel,  Cuba 

Off  Cabanas,  Cuba 

Blockade  oif  Havana 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Blockade  off  Havana 

Do 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Blockade  off  Havana 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade  off  Havana 

Do 

Off  Mariel,  Cuba 

Off  Cabanas,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

OffDry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Do 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1897. 
Nov.  27 
Nov.  28 
Dec.  1 
Dec.  5 
Deo.  8 
Dec.  9 
Dec.  15 
Dec.  18 
Dec.  28 
Dec.  29 
Deo.   30 


Dec.  31 


Jan.  7 
Jan.  8 
Jan.  20 
Jan.  25 
Jan.  26 
Feb.  6 
Feb.  16 
...do... 
Feb.  18 
...do... 
Feb.  19 
Feb.  21 
...do... 
Feb.  25 
Feb.  26 
Feb.  27 
...do... 
Mar.  2 
Mar.  3 
Mar.  25 
Mar.  26 
Mar.  27 
Mar.  29 
Mar.  31 
Apr.  3 
Apr.  4 
Apr.  6 
Apr.  7 
Apr.  10 
Apr.  18 
Apr.  19 
Apr.  22 


Apr.  23 
Apr.  28 


Apr.  29 

do. . . 

Apr.  30 
. .  .do  . . . 
May  1 
May    2 


May    3 

May  8 
May  9 
May  10 
May  12 

.'.'.Ao'.'. 
...do... 
May  14 
June  10 
June  11 

....do... 

....do  .. 
June  12 
June  15 

....do  ... 
June  20 

do  .. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1897. 

Nov.  28 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  5 

Dec.  8 

Deo.  9 

Dec.  15 

Deo.  18 

Deo.  28 

Dec.  59 

Dec,  30 

Dec.  31 

1898. 

Jan.  7 


Jan.  8 
Jan.  19 
Jan.  25 
Jan.  26 
Feb.  3 
Feb.  16 

Do. 
Feb.   18 

Do. 
Feb.  19 
Feb.  21 

Do. 
Feb.  25 
Feb.  26 
Feb.  27 

Do. 
Mar.  2 
Mar.  3 
Mar.  26 
Mar.  28 
Mar.  27 
Mar.  29 
Mar.  31 
Apr.    3 

Do. 
Apr.    6 

Do. 
Apr.  10 
Apr.  18 

Do. 
Apr.  22 

Apr.  23 
Apr.  28 

Apr.  29 

Do. 

Do. 
Apr.  30 
May     1 
May    2 

Do. 
May    3 

May  8 
May  9 
Mav  10 
May  11 
May  12 

Do'. 
May  13 
June  10 
June  11 

Do. 
-     Do. 

Do. 
June  15 

Do. 

Do. 
June  20 
June  21 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Ericsson,  Lieut.  N.  R.  Ushee, 
commanding — Confined. 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Do 

Baiquiri,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Do , 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Do 

Baiquiri,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Do 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Do 

GuantanamoBay 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Siboney,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Do 

Guantanamo  Bay 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Do 

Do 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Siboney,  Cuba 

Do 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Cbarleston,  S.  0 

Hampton  Koads,  Yirginia . . . 
Navy -yard.  New  York 


Essex,  Commander  £.  T. 
Strong,  commanding.  Re- 
lieved by  Commander RlCH- 
ABD  Bdsh,  Mar.  19, 1898. 

[Out  of  commission  Apr.   6, 
1898.1 


NewTork,  N.  T 

Newport,  E.  I 

Plymouth,  England  . 

Gibraltar,  Spain 

FuncbaJ,  Madeira  . . . 


Basseterre,   St.  Kitts,  West 
Indies 


St.  Croix,  West  Indies 

St.  Thomas,  Danish  West  In- 
dies   

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 

Hampton  Eoads, Virginia... 

Tompkinsviile,  N.  Y 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 


Fern,  Lieut.  Commander  Wm. 
S.  CowLBS,  commanding. 
Eelieved  by  Lieut.  Com- 
mander Hebbbet  Wihs- 
LOW,  Apr.  27, 1898. 


Southern  Drill  Ground 

Tompkinsviile,  Long  Island. 

Navy -yard,  New  York 

Tompkinsviile,  Long  Island. 

Navy-yard,  New  York 

Tompkinsviile,  Long  Island. 

Navy -yard,  New  York 

Tompkinsviile,  Long  Island. 

Navy -yard,  New  York 

Tompkinsviile,  Long  Island, 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
June  21 
June  22 
...do... 
...do... 
June  23 
June  24 
...do... 
June  25 
June  26 
...do... 
...do... 
June  27 
...do... 
June  28 
June  29 
...do... 
June  30 
...do... 
...do... 
July    1 

July  '2 
Julv    3 

!"do!;; 

Julv  6 
...do  ... 
July  7 
July  8 
...do  ... 
July  19 


Aug.  13 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  23 


1897. 


Aug.  5 
Sept.  5 
Oct.  11 
Nov.    9 


Dec.  20 

1898. 
Jan.     2 

Jan.  10 
Jan.  23 
Feb.  26 
Mar.  7 
Mar.  16 


1897. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


July  5 
July  6 
July    7 

do .. . 

July    8 

July  '9 

'.'.'.'.do".'. 


June  22 

Do. 

Do. 
Juno  23 
June  24 

Do. 
June  25 
June  26 

Do. 

Do. 
June  27 

Do. 
June  28 
June  29 

Do. 
June  30 

Do. 

Do. 
Julv    1 

Do. 
July    2 
July    3 

Do^ 
July    6 

Do! 
July    8 

July  19 

Aug.  10 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  IS 
Aug.  22 


1897. 
Aug.  4 
Ang.  12 
Sept.  20 
Oct.  26 
Nov.  18 

1898. 
Jan.     1 


Jan.    10 

Jan.  13 

Feb.  23 

Mar.  5 

Mar.  13 


1897. 

July  3 

Julv  6 

July  7 

July  's 

July     9 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
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PAPEES  ACCOMPANTING  THE 


Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


l^ame  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Fern,  Lieut.  CommaixderWM. 
S.  Cowi;e3S,  commanding, 
etc — Continued . 

Navy -yard,  New  York 

Fort  Mifflin,  Pa 

Newport,  E.I 

Bridgeport,  Conn 

Navy -yard,  New  York 

Portland,  Me 

Bar  Harbor,  Me , 

New  York,  KT 

Southern  Drill  G-round 

Newport  News,  Va , 

Annapolis,  Md 

Chesapeake    Bay     (torpedo 

course) 

Annapolis,  Md 

Hampton  Koads,  Ylrginia 

Norfolk,  Ta 

Hampton  Koads,  Yirginia 

Norfolk,  Ya 

Newport  News,  Ya 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Koads,  Yirginia 

Norfolk,  Ya 

Hampton  Eoads,  Yirginia 

Yorktown,  Ya 

Hampton  Hoads,  Yirginia 

Tompkinsville,  Long  Island.  . 

Navy-yard,  New  York 

Yorktown,  Ya 

Navy-yard,  Norfolk,  Ya 

Southern  Drill  Grounds 

Navy-yard,  Norfolk,  Ya 

Southern  Drill  Grounds 

Lamberts  Point,  Ya 

Provincetowu,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Provincetown ,  Mass 

Navy-yard,  New  York 

"Wreck  off  Frying  Pan  Shoals. 

Hampton  Koads,  Yirginia 

Lamberts  Point,  Yirginia 

Hampton  Koads,  Yirginia 

Navy-yard,  Norfolk 

Hampton  Heads,  Yirginia 

Navy -yard,  Norfolk 

Hampton  Eoads,  Yirginia 


Navy-yard,  Norfolk . 


Hampton  Eoads,  Yirginia. , 

Navy-.vard,  Norfolk 

Hampton  Roads.  Yirginia. 

Navy-yard,  Norfolk 

Hampton  Eoads,  Yirginia. 

Navy -yard,  Norfolk 

Hampton  Roads,  Yirginia. 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Florida 

Key  West,  Fla , 

Dry  Tortugas,  Florida 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Florida 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Florida 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Florida 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Florida 

Key  West,  Fla 

Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Matanzas,  Cuba 

Sagua  la  Grande,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Ha 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1897. 
July  9 
July  28 
July  30 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  6 
Sept.  8 
Sept.    9 

Sept.  11 

do... 

Sept.  13 
Sept.  U 
Sept.  16 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  24 

do  ... 

Sept.  25 

do  ... 

Sept.  27 
Sept.  28 
Sept.  80 
Oct.  2 
5 
7 


14 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
...do.. 
Oct.  22 
Oct.  24 
Deo.  21 
Dec.  23 
...do.. 
...do.. 
Dec.  25 
Dec.  27 
Dec.  29 
--.do... 


Deo.  31 

1898. 

Jan.  3 

Jan.  6 

Jan.  11 

Jan.  13 

Jan.  16 
...do... 

Jan.  17 

Jan.  22 

Jan.  23 

Jan.  27 

Jan.  28 


Feb. 
Feb.  3 
Feb.  5 
Feb.  8 
Feb.  0 
l?eb.  10 
.--.do... 
Feb.  15 
Feb.  16 
....do... 
Mar.  10 
Mar.  12 
Mar.  13 
Mar.  14 
Mar.  17 
Apr.  10 
Apr.  14 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1897. 
July  26 
July  28 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  29 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  11 

Do. 

Sept.  12 
Sept.  14 
Sept.  16 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  24 

Do. 
Sept.  25 

Do. 
Sept.  26 
Sept.  28 
Sept.  29 
Oct:  2 
5 
7 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct.     9 

Oct.  11 

Oct.  14 

Oct.  22 

Oct.  23 

Deo.  18 

Dec.  21 

Dec.  23 

Do. 

Dec.  26 

Dec.  27 

Deo.  29 

Do. 

Dec.  31 


Jan.  6 
Jan.  11 
Jan.  13 
Jan.  16 

Do. 
Jan.   17 

Do. 
Jan.  22 
Jan.  26 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  31 
Feb.  2 
Feb.  4 
Feb.  7 
Feb.  8 
Feb.  9 
Feb.  10 
Feb.  14 
Feb.  15 
Feb.  16 
Mar.  9 
Mar.  11 
Mar.  12 
Mar.  13 
Mar.  16 
Apr.  9 
Apr.  13 
Apr,  15 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Pern, Lieut.  Commander  Wm. 
S.  CowLES,  commanding, 
etc. — Continued. 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Hampton  Eoads,  Yirginia . .  - 
Norfolk,  Ya.  (navy-yard) 


Fish  Hawk,  Lieut.  Command- 
er  Francis  H.  Delano, 
commanding. 

[Transferred  to  Navy  May  4, 
1898.  Eeturned  to  Fish 
Comuiission  Sept.  15, 1898.] 

League  Island,  Pa 

Charleston,  S.  (13 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Turtle  Harbor,  Florida 

League  Island,  Pa 


Frolic,  Commander  E.  H. 
(^HEEN,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  July  6, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  27, 
1898.] 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Key  West,  Fla 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Ponce,  Porto  Eico 

Arroyo,  Porto  Eico 

Cape  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico  . . 

San  Juan,  Porto  Eico 

Key  West,  Fla 

Fort  Monroe,  Ya 

Norfolk  (navy-yard) 


Glacier,    Commander   J.   P. 
Mekrell,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  July  5, 1898.] 

New  York,  N.Y. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
Apr.  16 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  29 
July  3 
July  4 
July  9 
July  23 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  20 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  10 


May  14 
July  20 
July  24 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  24 


1898. 


July  31 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 

Aug.  20 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  17 


Hampton  Eoads,  Yirginia  .  -  - 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Mole  St.  Nicolas',  Haiti 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Cabanas,  Cuba 

Eio  Tarquino,  Cuba 

Cabanas,  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Gloucester,  Lieut.  Com- 
mander ElCHARD  WAIN- 
WRIQHT,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  May  16, 1898.] 

New  York,  N.Y 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  Banes,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Asaeraderos,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

(guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

St.  Nicolas  Mole,  Haiti 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

St.  Nicolas  Mole,  Eaiti 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Asaeraderos,  Cuba 

La  Sigua,  Cuba 

Aguadores,  Cuba 


July  22 
Aug.  21 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  15 
...  do  .  - . 
...do--. 
...do... 


1898. 


June  3 
June  6 
June  8 
...do... 
June  9 
Juno  14 
June  15 
June  16 
...do.. 
June  18 
June  19 
June  20 
Jnne  21 
June  22 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  28 
June  27 
July  4 
July  5 
July  17 
July  29 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  10 


1898. 
July  15 
July  21 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  19 


1898. 
July  23 
Aug.    3 
Aug.    7 
Aug.  13 

Aug.  14 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  20 
Sept.  17 


1898. 
July  20 
Aug.  15 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  14 
Sept.  15 

Do. 

Do. 


1898. 


June  4 
June  6 
June    8 

Do. 
June  14 

Do. 
June  15 
June  16 
June  18 
June  19 
June  20 
June  21 

Do. 
Jnne  27 
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Movements  of  vessels — Contiuued. 


Name  of  Tessel  and  port 
visited. 


Gloucester,  Lieut.  C  o  in  • 
mander  Eichard  Wain- 
WBIQHT,  commanding- 
Continued. 

Off  Santiago  do  Cnba 

Guantananio,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Siboney,  Cuba 

A  quadores,  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Wrecks  Spanish  vessels 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Aquadores.  Cuba 

Baiquiri,  Cuba 

Dispatch  duty,  between  Bai- 
quiri and  Guantanamo, 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Guanica,  Porto  Rico 

Ponce,  Porto  Rico 

Arroyo,  Porto  Rico 

Ponce.  Porto  Rico 

St.  Tliomas,  Danish  We.^t 
Indies 

Ponce,  Porto  Rico 

Guanica,  Porto  Rico 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Tompkinsville,  N.Y 

Boston,  Mass 

Gloucester,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

New  Xork  (navy-yard) 

Governor  Russell,  Lieut.  C. 
H.  Grant,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  June21, 1898; 

out  of  commission  Sept.  28, 

1898.] 

New  York,  N.T 

Beaufort,  N.C 

Port  Royal,  S.  C 

Hampton  Roads,  Virsfinia. . . 
Navy- yard,  Norfolk,  Va 


Date  ot 
arrival. 


Gwin,  Lieut.  C.  S.  Williams, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  April  6, 1898.] 

Newport,  R.  T 

New  York,  N.Y 

Annapolis,  Md 

Norfolk,  Va 

Southport,  N.  C 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Port  Royal,  S.  C 

Fernandina,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Sagua  la  Grande,  Cuba 

Frances  Cay,  Cuba 

Sagua  la  Grande,  Cuba 

Cardenas,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

~  Miami,  Fla 

Fernandina,  Fla 

Charleston,  S  C 

Southport,  N.  C 

Ha-mpton  Roads,  Yirginia.  - . 

Norfolk,  Va 

Annapolis.  Md 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

New  York,  N.Y 


Hannibal,  Commander  H.  G. 

O.  Colby,  commanding. 
[Commissioned  June  7, 1898.] 

New  York.N.Y 

Key  West,  Fla 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 


June  27 
June  30 
...do.-. 
July    3 

July  8 
July  10 

July  ii 
July  12 
July  13 

July  19 
July  25 
July  27 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  15 

Aug.  16 
Aug.  21 
— do  .. . 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  4 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  18 
Sept.  25 
Sept.  27 
Sept.  29 


1898. 
July  17 
July  27 
Aug.  7 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  13 


1898. 
Apr.  4 
June  24 
June  27 
June  28 
July  1 
July  2 
July  4 
July  5 
July  8 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  29 
Aug.  30 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  1 
Sept.    3 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
June  30 

Do. 
July    3 

July  8 
July  10 

July  11 
July  12 
July  13 
July  19 

July  21 
July  27 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  16 

Aug.  21 

Do. 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  29 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  18 
Sept.  25 
Sept.  26 
Sept.  29 


1898. 
July  23 
Aug.    5 
Sept.    7 
Sept.  13 


June  24 
June  25 
June  28 
June  29 
July  2 
July  4 
July  5 
July  6 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  21 
Aug  23 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  27 
Aug.  30 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  1 
Sept.    2 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


June  25 
July  17 


Hannibal,  Commander  H.  G. 
O.  Colby,  commanding- 
Continued. 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. .  - 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Ponce,  Porto  Rico 

Guanica,  Porto  Rico 

Ponce,  Porto  Kico 

San  Juan,  Porto  Rico 

Ponce,  Porto  Rico 

Guanica,  Porto  Rico 

St.  Nicolas  Mole,  Haiti 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia-  -  - 

Harvard,  Capt.  C.  S.  Cotton, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  26, 1898 : 
out  of  commission  Sept.  '2, 
1898J 

New  York,  N.Y 

St.  Pierre,  Martinique 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

St.  Nicobis  Mole,  Haiti 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Kingston,  Jamaica 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

St.  Nicolas  Mole,  Haiti .  . .  - 

Hampton  RuadsLVirginia  .  - 

Newport  News,  va 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Siboney,  Cuba    

Guantanamo.  Cuba 

Portsmouth,  N.H 

AnnapoliSLMd 

Off  Sandy  Hook,  N.  Y 

New  York.N.Y 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Montauk,  Longlsland,  N.Y. 

New  York,  N.Y 


Date  of 
arrival. 


July  19 
July  30 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  5 
July  8 
July  9 
July  15 
Ang.  19 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  21 


June  18 
July  13 
July  19 


Hawk,  Lieut.  J.  Hood,  com- 
manding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  5,1898; 

out  of  commission  Sept.  14, 

1898J 

New  York,  N.Y 

Key  West,  Fla : 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Cape  San  Antonio,  Cuba. . 

Key  West,  Fla 

OffHavaua  Cuba 

Matanzas  and  Cardenas,  Cuba. 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Oft"  Havana,  Cuba 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Nicholas  Channel 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Oflc  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Cardenas,  Cuba 

Off  Sagua  la  Grande,  Cuba. . 

Off  Cay  Frances,  Cuba 

Off  Sagua  la  Grande,  Cuba. . 

Off  Cay  Frances,  Cnba 

Off  Sagua  la  Grande,  Cuba. 

Key  West,  Bia 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va 


May  11 
May  23 
May  25 
May  27 
May  28 
May  31 
June  2 
June  7 
June  8 
July     I 

do  ... 

July  8 
July  15 
July  211 
July  22 
July  23 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  27 


1898. 


Apr.  23 

Apr.  25 

Apr.  27 

May  2 

May  10 

May  15 

May  i¥ 
May  19 
May  23 
May  25 
May  26 
May  31 
June  2 
June  6 
June  14 
June  18 
June  24 
June  26 
July  9 
July  19 
....do.- 
July  23 
July  26 


July  30 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  21 
Sept.    9 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


July  24 
July  30 
July  4 
July  7 
J  uly  8 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  19 
Ang.  31 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  18 


1898. 
Apr.  30 
May  17 
May  2-t 
May  26 
May  27 
May  30 
June  1 
June  2 
June  8 
■Tune  2b 
July  1 
July  8 
July  10 
July  18 
July  21 
July  23 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  26 


1898. 
Apr.  18 
Apr.  24 
Apr.  25 
May  1 
May  9 
May  15 

Do. 
May  16 
May  19 
May  21 
May  23 
May  2S 
May  31 
June  2 
June  6 
June  8 
June  13 
June  18 
June  23 
July  25 
July  16 
July  19 
July  20 
July  23 
July  29 

Aug.  '  3 

Do. 
Aug.    5 

Do. 
Aug.    8 
Aug.  17 
Sept.    9 
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Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Date  of 
depar 
ture. 


Hector,   Commander   Y.  M. 
Wise,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  June  30, 1898 ; 
out  of  commission  Sept..  17, 
1898.] 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Pla 

Key  West,  Ela 

Boston,  Mass 


Helena,  Commander  W.  T. 
Swinburne,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  July  8, 1897.] 

Navy-yard,  New  York 

Navy -yard,  Washington,  D.  C . 

Pensacola,  Fla 

Punta  GordaiFla 

Key  WestiFla 

New  York,  N.  Y 

Navy -yard,  New  York 

G-rassy  Bay,  Bermuda 


Fanchal,  Madeira 

Lisbon,  Portugal 

Grassy  Bay,  Bermuda 

Key  West,  Pla 

Yucatan  Channel 

Key  West,  Plii 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Key  West,  Pla 

Port  Tampa,  Pla 

Santiago  de  Cuba  and  Guan- 
tanamo  Bay 

Cienfnegos,  southern  block- 
ade  

Tunas,  Cuba 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Tunas,  Cuba 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Trinidad,  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Cuatro  Eealea  Channel 

G-uayaba],  Cuba 

Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sor,  Cuba. . . 

Jncaro,  Cuba 

Tunas,  Cuba 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Pla 

Batabano,  Cuba 

JardinilloB  Bank,  Cuba 

Siguanea  Bay.  Cuba 

Key  West.Pia 

Hampton  Koads,  Va 

Provincetown.  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 


Hist,  Lieut.  LnciEN  Young, 
commanding, 

[Commissioned  May  13, 1898.] 

Willetts  Point,  N.  Y 

Newport,  R.  I 

New  York  (navy-yard) 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Off  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Off  Santa  Cruz,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cnba 


July  12 
July  20 
July  31 


1897. 
July  8 
July  22 
Aug.  14 
Sept.  4 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  22 
Nov.  20 
Dec.  22 

1898. 
Jan.    12 
Jan.   23 
Mar.  30 
Apr.    6 


May  6 
May  19 
May  20 
June    1 

June  20 

June  27 
July  1 
July  4 
July  5 
July  8 
July  9 
July  12 
July  16 
July  17 
July  18 
July  20 
July  21 
July  22 
July  29 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  22 
Sept.  1 
Sept.    2 


1898. 
May  19 
May  22 
June  6 
June  17 
June  25 
June  26 
June  27 
June  29 
June  30 
.--.do.. 
July    2 


July  3 
July  4 
July  10 
July  12 


1898. 
July  10 
July  19 
July  24 


1897. 
July  19 
Aug.  5 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  7 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  20 
Nov.  18 
Dec.  18 
Dec.  30 

1898. 
Jan.  20 
Mar.  13 
Mar.  31 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  25 
May  17 
May  29 
May  31 
June  14 

June  25 

June  30 
July    4 

Do. 
July    8 

Do. 
July  10 
July  15 
July  17 
July  18 
July  20 
July  21 
July  22 
July  29 
July  31 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  29 
Sept.    2 


May  21 
June  5 
June  13 
June  21 
June  26 

Do. 
June  28 
June  29 
June  30 

Do. 
July    2 

Do. 
July    4 
July  10 
July  11 
July  12 


Hist,  Lieut.  Luoien  Youno, 
commanding— Continued. 

Off  Guantanamo,  Cnba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Off  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Off  Guayabal,  Cuba 

Off  Manzanillo.  Cuba 

Off  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Off  Santa  Cruz  del  Sur,  Cuba 

Off  Jncaro,  Cuba 

Off  Tunas,  Cuba 

Off  Trinidad,  Cuba 

Off  Guayabal,  Cuba 

Off  Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Off  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Off  Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Off  Cape  (Suz,  Cuba 

Media  Luna,  Cuba 

Off  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Media  Lun:^  Cuba 

Off  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 


Hornet,  Lieut.  J.  M.  Helm, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  12, 1898.] 

New  York,  N.Y 

Key  West,  Fla ._ 

Havana,  Cuba .'. 

Matanzas     and     Cardenas, 

Cuba 

Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Pla 

Havana,  Cuba 

Matanzas,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Pla 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Pla 

Tampa.  Pla 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Siboney,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Escondido,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Media  Luna  Island 

Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Guayabal,  Cuba 

Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Cienfnegos,  Cuba 

Cape  Frances,  Cnba 

Key  West,  Pla 

Hampton  Koacis,  Virginia. . . 

Norfolk,  Ya 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia . . . 
Norfolk,  Va 


1898. 
July  12 
July  14 
July  15 
July  17 
July  18 
July  19 
July  20 
July  21 
July  22 
July  23 
July  25 
....do.. 
July  26 
July  27 
July  29 
July  30 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  7 
Aug.    9 

Aug.  10 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  29 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  28 


1898. 


Indiana,  Capt.  H.  C.  Tatlok, 
commanding. 


New  York  (navj 
Tompkinsville,  il'.  Y 

Newport,  R.  I 

Halitax,  Nova  Scotia 

Bar  Harbor,  Me 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia. . . 


Apr.  23 
Apr.  24 

Apr.  25 
Apr.  26 
Apr.  27 
May     1 

May  is' 
May  16 
May  19 
June  1 
June  20 
June  22 
...do... 
June  24 
June  25 
June  30 
July  2 
July    6 

July  8 
July  11 

do  . . . 

July  12 
July  18 
July  20 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  25 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  22 


1897. 
June  4 
July  27 
Aug.  a 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  20 


Sepi 


B.20 
>t.ll 


1898. 
July  14 

July  15 
July  18 
July  19 
July  20 

July  21 
July  22 
July  23 
July  25 

July  26 
Jnly  29 

Do. 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  14 

Ang.  28 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  27 


1898. 
Apr.  18 
Apr.  24 
Apr.  25 

Apr.  26 

Do. 
A,pr.  30 
May  1 
May  12 
May  15 
May  16 
May  31 
June  14 
June  22 

Do. 
June  24 

Do. 
June  30 

Do. 
July    6 

July  7 
July  10 
Jnly  11 
July  12 
July  18 
July  19 
Jnly  31 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  25 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  22 


1897. 
July  27 
Aug.  2 
Ang.  5 
Ang.  19 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  13 
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Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Indiana,  Capt.  H.  C.  Tatlob, 
oommanding — Continued. 

Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia 

Torktown,  Va 

Southern  Drill  Grotmd 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia 

Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia 

Torktown,  Va 

Cape  Henry,  Virginia 

Cape  Cbarles  Light-ship 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia 

Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia 


Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia . 

Key  West,  Ha 

Off  Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas  Harbor 

Do 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Key  West,  ria 

Havana,  Cuba 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Havana,  Cnba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Havana,  Cuba 

San  Juan,  Porto  Eico 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Off  Kebecca  Shoal 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Baiquiri,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Gnantanamo,  Cuba 

Do 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Navy-yard,  New  York  — 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Iowa,  Capt.  W.  T.  Sampson, 
commanding.  Kelieved  by 
Capt.  E.  D.  Evans,  Mar. 
2d,  1898. 

[Commissioned  June  16, 1897.] 

League  Island,  Fa 

Newport,  K.  I 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Portland,  Me 

Bar  Harbor,  Me , 

Hampton  Eoada,  Virginia . . . 

Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia .  -  - 

Torktown,  Va ■ 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Tompkinsville,  Long  Island. 
Navy-yard,  New  York 


Navy-yard,  New  York  . 


1897. 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  8 
Oct.  9 
Oct.  11 
Oct.  13 
Oct.  21 
Nov.  9 
Nov.  10 
Nov.  11 
Nov.  12 


Nov.  16 

1898. 
Jan.  9 
Jan.  13 
Jan.  23 
Jan.  24 
Jan.  25 
Feb.  10 
Mar.  21 
Apr.  21 
Apr.  22 

do  ... 

Apr.  27 
Apr.  28 
Apr.  29 
May  2 
May  4 
May  12 
May  19 
May  21 
May  30 
June  12 
June  15 
June  20 
June  22 
....do.. 
June  30 
July  17 
Aug.  20 
Sept.    7 


1897. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Hampton  Koads,  Virginia.  - 

Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia .  - 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Xortugaa,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 


July  16 
July  31 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  16 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  12 
Oct.  15 
Oct.  24 
Oct.    29 


Nov.  18 

1898. 
Jan.  5 
Jan.  12 
Jan.  14 
Jan.  23 
Jan.  24 
Feb.  19 
Mar.  10 


1897. 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  4 
Oct.  9 
Oct.  11 
Oct.  13 
Oct.  21 
Nov.  9 
Nov.  10 
Nov.  11 
Nov.  12 
Nov.  16 

1398. 
Jan.  9 


13 


Jan. 
Jan.  16 
Jan.  24 
Jan.  25 
Feb.  6 
Mar.  21 
Apr.  20 
Apr.  21 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  26 
Apr.  28 

Do. 
May  1 
May  3 
May  4 
May  12 
May  20 
May  23 
June  9 
June  14 
June  15 
June  21 
June  22 
June  30 
July  2 
Aug.  14 
Sept.    7 


1897. 
July  13 
July  31 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  16 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  4 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  22 
Oct.    29 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Iowa,  Capt.  W.  T.  Sampson, 
commanding,  etc. — Cont'd. 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  «"est,Fla 

Off  San  Juan,  Port«  Eico 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Cienf uegos 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

G-uantanamo  Bay 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 


Iris, 


Lieut.  A.  B.  Connoh, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  Aug.  1, 1898.] 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

Lamberts  Point,  Virginia 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia. .  - 
Montauk  Point,  New  York. . 
Off  Scotland  light-ship.  New 

Tork 

Tompkinsville,  N.  T 

New  York  (navy-yard) 


Jason,  Lieut. H.  F.Fickboem, 
commanding.  Kelieved  by 
Lieut.  G.  I.  Jones,  July  25, 
1898. 

[Commissioned  May  13, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  7, 
1898.] 

League  Island,  Pa 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

New  Tork  (navy-yard) 

Fishers  Island,  New  York — 

New  London,  Conn 

Fishers  Island,  New  York — 

New  London,  Conn 

Niantlc  Bay,  Connecticut . .  - 
Fishers  Island,  New  York-  -  - 
Gardiners  Bar,  New  York-.. 
Fishers  Island,  New  York.  -  - 

New  London,  Conn 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  New  York  . . 
League  Island,  Pa 


Nov.  14 
1898. 

Jan. 

5 

Jan. 

12 

Jan. 

14 

Jan. 

16 

Jan. 

24 

Keh. 

19 

Mar. 

10 

Mar. 

12 

Justin,  Commander  GEORGE 
E.  IDE,  commanding. 

[CommissionedApr.  27, 1898.] 
League  Island  (navy-yard) . . . 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Cape  Haitien,  Haiti 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

LambertPoint,  Virginia 

Newport  News,  Va 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia  — 

Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia 

Newport,  K.  I 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
Mar.  13 
Mar.  27 
Mar.  29 
Apr.  22 
May  2 
May  12 
May  18 
May  22 
May  28 
June  18 
...do... 
June  28 
...do... 


1898. 


Aug.  31 
Sept.  1 
Sept.    5 

Sept.  17 
Sept.  18 
Sept.  22 


1898. 


Kanawha,  Lieut.  F.  F. 
Flbtchek,  Commanding. 

[Commissioned  July  26, 1898.] 

New  York,  N.T 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 

Key  West,  Fla 

Gibara,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Gibara,  Cuba 

(3-uantanamo,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba ■ 


May  23 
May  27 
June  4 
June  8 
June  10 
July  30 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  31 


1898. 
Apr.  27 
Maj  22 
May  23 
June  2 
June  26 
July  7 
July  10 
July  13 
July  14 
July  19 
July  22 
Aug.  27 


1898. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Aug.  8 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  25 
Sept.  6 
Sept.    9 


1898. 
Mar.  27 
Mar.  29 
Apr.  22 
May  1 
May  3 
May  12 
May  20 
May  24 
June  18 

Do. 

June  28 

Do. 


1898. 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  17 

Sept.  18 
Sept.  22 


1898. 
May  22 
May  27 
June  3 
June  8 
June  10 
July  30 

Aug.  6 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  29 


1898. 
May  20 
May  23 
May  27 
June  2 
July  2 
July  10 
July  13 
July  14 
July  19 
July  22 
Aug.  25 


1898. 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  IQ 
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PAPEBS   ACCOMPANYING  THE 


Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


Kame  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Date  of 

arrival. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Kanawha,  Lieut.  IT.  F. 
Fletcher,  commanding — 
Continued. 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Gibara,  Cuba 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia 

New  York,  N.  T 


1898. 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  18 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  24 
Sept.  29 


Eatahdin,  Commander  G.  F. 
!F.  "Wilde,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Mar.  10, 1898. 

League  Island,  Pa 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia. . . 

Norfolk,  Va T 

Vineyard  Haven,  Mass 

Provjucetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Provincetown,  Mass 

-Boston,  Mass 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. .  - 

Newport  News,  Va 

Norfolk,  Vb, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia .  - . 
League  Island,  Pa 


Lancaster,  Capt.  Yates  Stir- 
ling, commanding ;  Com- 
mander Thos.  Perry,  com- 
manding from  May  5, 1898. 

[Out  of  commission  Dec.  31, 
1897 ;  recommissioned  May 
5, 1898.] 

Montevideo,  Uruguay 

Kio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil 

Babia,  Brazil 

St.  Lucia,  West  Indies 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia 

Newport  News,  Va 


Boston,  Mass . 


Charleston,  S.C 

Key  We8t,ria 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia .  - 
Portsmouth,  N.  H 


Lebanon,  Lieut.  Commander 
C.  T.  FoRSE,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  16, 1898.] 

Boston,  Mass 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Key  West,  Pla 

Cardenas,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Pla 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Altares,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia  — 
Norfolk,'Va 


Lehigh,  Lieut.  E.  G.  Peck, 
commanding.  Relieved  by 
Lieut.  A.  B.  Denny,  July 
17, 1808. 

[Commissioned  April  18, 1898; 

out  of  commission  Sept,  6, 

1898.] 
League  Island,  Pa 


Apr.  8 
Apr.  14 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  25 
May  3 
May  13 
May  14 
June  15 
June  28 
June  29 
Aug.  3 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  17 


1897. 


Sept.  10 
Sept.  16 
Oct.  15 
Nov.  4 
Nov.  12 


Nov.  18 

1898. 
May  2ft 
May  31 
Aug.  22 
Sept.    3 


1898. 
Apr.  16 
May  20 
May  28 
June  4 
June  14 
June  28 
June  29 
July  11 
Julv  14 
Jnly  19 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  30 


1893. 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  28 


Apr.  7 
Apr.  14 
Apr.  21 
Apr.  25 
May  3 
May  13 
May  14 
June  15 
June  16 
June  29 
Aug.  3 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  16 


1897. 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  21 
Oct.  26 
Nov.  12 
Nov.  15 

1898. 
May  19 


May  27 
Aug.  18 
Sept.    1 


1898. 
May  17 
May  23 
May  29 
June  13 
June  24 
June  28 
June  30 
July  14 
July  17 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  30 


Lehigh,  Lieut.  E.  G.  Peck, 
commanding,  etc. — Cont'd. 

Newport,  R.I 

Vineyard  Haven,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Provincetown,  Mass 

League  Island,  Pa 

Leonldas,  Commander  W.I. 
Moore,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  May  21, 1898.] 

New  York.N.Y 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. . . 
Lambert  Point,  Virginia  . . . 
Hampton,  Roads.  Virginia.  -  - 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia  — 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cxiba 

Santiago  deCiiba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 


1898. 


May  3 
May  5 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  30 


1898. 


Machias,  Commander  J.  F. 
Merry,  commanding. 
Relieved  by  Commander 
W.  W.  Mead,  June  27, 
1898.  Relieved  by  Com- 
mander L.C.  LOGAN.Sept. 
16, 1898. 

Shanghai,  China 

Chefoo,  China 

Tengchaufu 

Newcbwang 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

Hongkong,  China 

Singapore,  China 

Colombo 


Aden 

Suez 

Ismalia 

Port  Said 

Villefranche 

Genoa 

Algiers 

Gilbraltar 

Madeira 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia .  - . 

Norfolk  (navy-yard) 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia  . . . 

Boston,  Mass 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Do 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Siboney,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Matanzas,  Cuba 

Off  Cardenas,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia . .  - 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 


1896. 
Apr.  30 


Maine,  Capt.  Chas.D.  Sigsbee, 
commanding. 

[Blown  up  Feb.  15,  1898,  in 
Havana  Harbor.] 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia... 
Lynn  Haven  Bay,  Virginia. . , 

Southern  Drill  Ground 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del . . . 

Newcastle,  Del 

Woodland  Beach,  Del 


June  1 
June  11 
July  13 
July  15 
July  16 
July  19 
July  23 
July  30 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  18 


1897. 
June  18 
Sept.  18 
Oct.  3 
Oct.  i 
Oct.  12 
Nov.  15 
Dec.  6 
Dec.  18 

1898. 
Jan.  3 
Jan.  15 
...do... 
Jan.  16 
Jan.  26 
Jan.  30 
Feb.  10 
Feb.  14 
Feb.  21 
Mar.  9 
...do... 
Mar.  15 
Mar.  18 
Apr.  15 
May  16 
June  17 
July  8 
July  9 
July  12 
July  18 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  22 
Sept.  1 
Sept.   2 


1897. 
June  25 
July  1 
Jnly  2 
July  4 
Jnly  6 
July    7 


1898. 
May    3 
Mav    4 
Aug.   6 
Aug.  28 


1898. 
May  30 
June  3 
July  8 
July  15 
July  16 
July  19 
July  23 
July  24 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  18 


1897. 
Sept.  10 
Oct.      3 

Do. 
Oct.  9 
Nov,  11 
Deo.  1 
Dec.  11 
Dec.  26 


Jan.  8 
Jan.  15 
Jan.  16 
Jan.  20 
Jan.  29 
Feb.  8 
Feb.  12 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  23 
Mar.  9 
Mar.  15 
Mar.  16 
Apr.  7 
Apr.  22 
May  22 
July  5 
July  8 
July  12 
July  14 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  13 

Aug.  18 
Aug.  29 
Sept.-  2 


1897. 

July  1 

July  2 

July  3 

July  5 

July  7  • 

July  8 


REPORT    OF    THE    SECRETARY    OF    THE    NAVY. 
Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


1103 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
Tisited, 


Malne,Capt.  Chas.  D.  Siqsbbe, 
commanding — Continued, 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del... 

Northern  Drill  Ground 

Sandy  Hook,  New  Jersey 

TompkinsTille,  N.  X 

New  London,  Conn 

Fishers  Island,  New  York 

Montauk  Point,  New  York. . . 

Fishers  Island,  New  York 

New  London,  Conn 

OflfFishers  Island,  New  York. 
Montauk  Point,  New  York. . . 

Fishers  Island,  New  York 

Tompkinsviile,  N.  Y 

Jamestown,  E.I 

Portamouth,  N.  H 

Portland,  Me 

Bar  Harbor,  Me 

Southern  Drill  Ground 

Fort  Monroe,  Ta 

Newport  News,  Ta 

Yorktown,  Va 

Chesapeake  Bay  Anchorage. . 

Southern  Drill  Ground 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia 

Newport  News,  Ya ' 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia  — 
Norfolk,  Va 


Key  "West,  Fla. 


Dry  Tortugas,  Fla. , 
Havana,  Cuba 


Maple,  Lieut.  Commander  "W. 
Kellogg,  commanding. 

[Transferred  to  the  Navy  De- 
partment Mar.  24, 1898.  Ee- 
tumedto  Treasury  Depart- 
ment Aug.  11 ,  1898.] 

Norfolk,  Va 

Key  West,  Fla 

Havana,  Cuba , 

Cardenas,  Cuba 

Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Havana,  Cuba,  and  Cardenas, 

Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade 

Key  West,  Fla 


Mangrove,  Lieut.  Commander 
W.  H.  EVEHETT,  command- 
ing. Eelieved  by  Lieut. 
Commander  D.  D.  V. 
STnABT,  June  8, 1898. 

[Transferred    to   Navy   De- 

Sartment    Mar.    24,    1898. 
-etumed  to  Treasury  De- 
partment  Aug.  11, 1898.] 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

OffHavana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

KeyWest,Fla 

OffHavana,  Cuba 

Off  Cardenas,  Cuba : 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1897. 
July  8 
July  9 
July  10 
July  11 
July  17 
July  19 
July  23 

'.'.'.do'.'.. 
July  26 
July  28 

July  29' 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  3 
Sept  12 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  4 
Oct.  5 
Oct  12 
Nov.  17 
Nov.  21 
Nov.  23 
Nov.  24 


Dec.   15 


Jan.   24 
Jan.   25 


1898. 


May  15 
May  27 
June  8 
June  9 
June  21 

June  26 
Julv  7 
July  9 
July  22 
July  26 
Aug.  11 


1898. 
Apr.  12 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  26 
Apr.  29 
May  9 
May  16 
June  1 
June  10 
June  II 
June  12 
June  24 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1897. 
July  9 
July  10 
Julv  11 
July  16 
July  19 
July  23 

Do. 

Do. 
July  26 
July  28 

Do! 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  25 
Oct.  4 
Oct.  5 
Oct.  9 
Nov.  15 
Nov.  21 
Nov.  23 
Nov.  24 
Dec.  11 


Jan.  24 


1898. 
May  10 
May  26 
June  7 
June  8 
June  20 
June  25 

July  7 
July  8 
July  22 
July  26 
Aug.  11 


1898. 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  25 
Apr.  28 
May  9 
May  16 
May  31 
June  10 

Do. 
June  11 
June  24 
July     3 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Mangrove,  Lieut.  Commander 
W.  H.  Everett,  command- 
ing, etc. — Continued. 

Key  West  Fla 

Block  ade,  north  coast  of  Cuba . 

Key  West  Fla 

Cay  Piedras,  Cuba 


Marblehead,  Commander  B. 
H.  McCalla,  commanding. 

Boston,  Mass 

Charlottetown,  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island 

Georgetown,  Prince  Edward 
Island 

Charlottetown,  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island 

Somis,  Prince  Edward  Island . 

Georgetown,  Prince  Edward 
Island 

Charlottetown,  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island 

Cardigan  Bay,  Prince  Edward 
Island 

Magdelin  Islands 

Sydney,  Cape  Breton  Island. . 

Charlottetown,  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island 

Boston,  Mass 

Navy -yard.  New  York 

Off  Sandy  Hook 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia 

Annapolis, Md 

Trial  Course,  Chesapeake  Bay 

Norfolk,  Va 

Port  au  Prince,  Haiti 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
July     4 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


July  19 

July  27 

July  29 
Aug.    7 

Aug.    8 

Aug.  12 

Aug.  21 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  23 

Aug.  27 
Sept.  6 
Sipt  11 


Nov, 
Nov.  21 
N.iv.  24 
Nov.  25 
Nov.  27 
Nov.  30 
Dec.  2 
Dec.     9 


Key  West,  Fla . 


Navaasa  Island 

Port  au  Prince,  Haiti 

Key  West,  Fla 

Middle  Eendezvoua 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

New  Orleans,  La 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Off  Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Off  Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bav.  Cuba , 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bav,  Cuba . 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Boston,  Maas 

Quebec,  Canada 


Marietta,  Commander  F.  M. 

STM0HD8,  commanding. 
[Commissioned  Sept.  1, 1897.] 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

San  Francisco,  Cal  ------.---  - 

Victoria,  British  Columbia  .  - 
Departure  Bay 


Deo.   23 

1898. 
Jan.  18 
Jan.  23 
Jan.  27 
Feb.  7 
Feb.  10 
Feb.  14 
Feb.  26 
Mar.  1(1 
Mar.  11 
Mar.  12 
Mar.  16 
Mar.  17 
Mar.  22 
Mar.  23 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  27 
May  3 
May  7 
May  19 
May  24 
May  28 
June  7 
June  8 
....do... 
July  3 
July  4 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  20 


1897. 

Sept.    1 

Oct.    ]<3 

Oct.    29 

1  Oct.    31 


July  13 


July  14     Aug.    1 
Aug.    2     Aug.  10 


1897. 
July  15 

July  26 

July  29 

Aug.  7 
Aug.    8 

Aug.  11 

Aug.  21 

Aug.  22 
Aug.  23 
An;;.  26 

Sept.  3 
Sept.  8 
Xov,  18 
Nov.  20 
Nov.  24 
Nov.  25 
Nor.  27 
Nov.  30 
Dec.  1 
Dec.  7 
Dec.   20 

1898. 
Jan.   14 


Jan.  21 
Jan.  24 
Feb.  6 
Feb.  8 
Feb.  12 
Feb.  23 
Mar.  10 

Do. 
Mar.  12 
Mar.  15 
Mar.  16 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  22 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  25 
Apr.  29 
May  5 
May  16 
May  21 
May  24 
June    7 

Do. 
June  8 
July  3 
July  4 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  15 


1397. 
Oct.    14 
Oct.     26 
Oct.     31 
Nov.     1 
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Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Kame  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Marietta,  Commaiider  F.  M. 
SymondS,  commanding  — 
Continued. 

Comox 

Alert  Bay 

McLaughlin  Bay 

LoTve  Inlet 

Mary  Island 

St.  Jolin  Harbor  

Cleveland  Passage 

Janeau 

Killisnoo  Harbor 

Sitka 

San  I'rancisco,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

Acapulco,  Mexico 

Ija  Libertad,  Salvadore 

San  JosOjCruatemala 

Panama,  United  States  of  Co- 
lombia   

Callao,  Peru 

Valparaiso,  Chile 

Tuesday  Bay,  Chile 

Sandy  Point,  Chile 

Kio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil 

Babia,  Brazil 

Para  Elver,  Brazil 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Ha 

Do 

Hampton  Boads,  Virginia.  - . 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 


Marion,  Commander  G.  M. 
Book,  commanding. 

[Out  of  commission  Dec.  11, 
1897.] 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands 
Mare  Island,  Cal 


MasHSSoit,  Lieut.  A.  Eet- 
NOLDS,  commanding.  Ee- 
lieved  by  Ensign  J.  CoT- 
TEELL,  July  20,  1898. 

[Commissioned  June  21, 1898.] 
League  Island,  Pa 


1897. 
Nov.    1 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov.  II) 
Dec.   17 


Dec.  21 

1898. 
Jan.   25 
Feb.     6 
Feb.   11 

Mar.  21 
Mar.  UO 
Apr.  7 
Apr.  15 
Apr.  17 
Apr.  30 
May  11 
May  21 
June  4 
June  30 
July  4 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  21 
Sept.  1 
Sept.    2 


1897. 
Mar.  18 
Sept.  19 


1898. 


Chester,  Pa. 

Newcastle,  Del 

Norfolk,  Va 

Charleston,  S.  0 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 

Beaufort,  S.C 

Savannah,  Ga 

Brunswick,  Ga 

E'ernandina,  Fin 

Jacksonville,  l?la 

Key  West,  Ma 

Dry  Tortugas,  Tla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 

Beaufort,  S.C 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Southport,  N.  C 

Ocracoke,  N.  C 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia  - 

Norfolk,  Va 

Chesapeake  City,  Md 

League  Island,  Pa 


June  29 
June  30 
July  2 
July  8 
July  9 
July  12 
July  13 
Julv  14, 
July  15 
July  16 
July  21 
July  22 
July  24 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  28 
Aug.  30 
Aug.  31 

Sept.  23 
Sept.  24 


1897, 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov.    8 
Nov.    9 
Nov.  10 
Dec.     9 
Deo.  21 

1898. 
Jan.    15 


reb.  2 
Feb.  10 
Mar.  16 

Mar.  24 
Mar.  31 
Apr.  10 
Apr.  17 
Apr.  21 
May  4 
May  13 
May  22 
June  11 
July  4 
July  12 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  29 
Sept.  22 


1897. 
Aug.  26 


June  29 
June  30 
July  1 
July  6 
July  9 
July  12 
July  13 
July  14 
July  15 
July  16 
July  18 
July  23 
July  24 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  27 
Aug.  30 
Aug.  31 

Do. 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  24 


Massachusetts,  Capt.  P.  J. 
HIGGINSON,  commanding. 
Believed  bv  Capt.  Nicoll 
Ludlow,  Sept.  22, 1898. 

Portland,  Me 

Boston,  Mass 

Tompkinsville,  N.  T 

Pisbera  Island,  New  York  . . . 

Tompkinsville,  N.T 

Newport,  E.  I 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Portland,  Me 

Bar  Harbor,  Me 

■Fort  Monroe,  Va 

Newport  News,  Va 

Fort  Monroe,  Va 

Torktown,  Va 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Do 

Boston,  Mass 

TompkinsviUe,  N.  V 


New  York  (navy-yard) 


Port  Monroe,  Va 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia. . . 

Newport  News,  Va 

Drill  Ground 

Hampton  Beads,  Virginia. . . 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Key  West,  Fla 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Guanica,  Porto  Bico 

Ponce,  Porto  Bico 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

New  York,  N.T 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

New  York,  N.Y 


Merriraac,  Commander  J.  W. 
Miller,  commanding. 

[Commiasioned  Apr.  11,1898. 
Sunk  at  entrance  Santiago 
Harbor  June  3, 1898.] 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy -yard) 

Lamberts  Point,  Virginia  . . . 
Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia. . . 

Key  West,  Fla 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 


Miantonomoh,  Capt.  M.  L. 
Johnson,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Mar.  10, 1898.] 
League  Island  (navy-yard)  . 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade,  north  coast  Cuba  . 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade,  north  coast  Cuba  . 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Charleston,  S.  U 

Newport,  B.  I 

New  York,  N.Y 

League  Island,  Pa 


1897. 
July  1 
July  10 
July  18 
July  25 
July  30 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  25 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  12 
Oct.  13 
Oct.  14 
Oct.    24 

Nov.    9 

1898. 
Jan.  15 
Jan.  23 
Jan.  25 
Mar.  26 
....do... 
Apr.  13 
Apr.  15 
May  15 
May  18 
May  22 
June  1 
July  3 
July  4 
July  9 
July  13 
July  U 
July  25 
July  28 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  20 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  2 
Sept.    9 


1898. 


Apr.  22 
Apr.  29 
May  4 
May  23 
May  28 


1898 

Apr. 

28 

May 

b 

May 

20 

June 

3 

June  15  1 

June 

21 

Aug. 

4 

Aug. 

14 

Aug. 

20 

Aug. 
Sept. 

29 

6 

Sept. 

30 

Oct. 

1 

1897. 
July  9 
July  16 
July  24 
Jiily  28 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  31 
Sepl  20 
Sept.  25 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  4 
Oct.  13 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  22 
Nov.    9 

1898. 
Jan.    14 

Jan.  16 
Jan.  24 
Mar.  22 
Mar.  26 
Apr.  13 
Apr.  15 
May  13 
May  15 
May  19 
May  'IS 
July  3 
July  4 
Julv  9 
July  13 
July  14 
July  21 
July  28 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  30 
Sept.  2 
Sept.   7 


1898. 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  29 
Apr.  30 
May  20 
May  25 


1898. 
Apr.  22 
May  1 
May  19 
June  2 
iTune  14 
June  20 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  25 
Sepl.  1 
Sept.  29 
Sept.  30 
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Kame  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Michigan,  Lieut.  Commander 
K.  Rush,  commandiDg.  Re- 
lieved by  Lieut.  Comman- 
der ^T.  H.  Everett,  Mar. 
1,  1898.  Relieved  by  Boat- 
swain Chas.  Milleb,  Apr. 
15, 1898. 

\Va.shburn,  "Wis 

Detroit,  Mich ■ 

Mackinac,  Mich 

Detroit,  Mich 

Sandusky,  Ohio 

Detroit,  Mich 

Alackinac,  Mich 

Chicago,  111 

Mackinac,  Mich 

Detroit,  Mich .-.- 

Erie,  Pa , 

Dunkirk,  N.  T 

Erie,  Pa 

Hinneapolls,  Capt.  T.  F.  Jew- 
ell, commanding. 

[In  reserve  until  Mar.  31, 


League  Island,  Pa 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia — 

Southern  Drill  Grounds 

Newport  Kews,  Va 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia 

Prospect  Harbor,  Maine 

Eastport,  Me , 

Macliias  Bay,  Maine 

Rockland,  Me 

Portland,  Me 

Portsmouth,  !N.  H 

Boston  Light,  Boston  Bay, 

Massachusetts 

Newport,  R.I 

Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia... 

Cape  Haitien,  Haiti 

Charlotte  Amalia,  St.  Thomas 

Key  West,  Pla 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. . 

Newport  News,  Va 

Philadelphia,  Pa 


Hohican,  Commander  Gr.  M 
Book,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Jan.  10, 1898.] 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

MareLsland,  Cal 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal , 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Honolulu,  Hawaiianlslands- . 
Lahania,  Hawaiian  Islands. . 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands. 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 


Monadnock,    Capt.    "W.    H. 
Whiting,  commanding. 

Portland,  Oreg 

Astoria,  Oreg 

Eureka,  Cal 

San  Francisco,  Cal 


Mare  Island,  Cal . 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1897. 
June  28 
July  6 
July  12 
July  18 
July  20 
July  30 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  20 
Sept.  17 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  6 
Oct.     9 


1898. 


Apr.  2 
Apr.  13 
Apr.  15 
Apr.  16 
Apr.  26 
Apr.  27 
Apr.  28 
Apr.  30 

do  .. 

May     1 


May  2 
May  4 
May  6 
May  10 
May  17 
May  19 
May  31 
June  9 
June  11 
Ang.  18 


1898. 
Feb.  8 
Mar.  5 
Mar.  10 
May  12 
May  21 
June  5 
June  15 
June  26 
Jnne  28 
Sept.  14 
Sept.  16 


1897. 
June  28 
July  10 
July  13 
July  24 


Aug.    1 


SanDiego,  Cal Jan.     8 

Magdalena  Bay,  Lower  Cali- 
fornia     Feb.     2 

SanDiego,  Cal I  Feb.  11 

Ab.  98 70 


Date  of 
depar- 

tnr«. 


1897. 
July  2 
July  11 
July  17 
July  20 
July  30 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  16 
Sept.  16 
Sept.  26 
Oct.  6 
Oct.      9 


1898. 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  13 
Apr.  15 
Apr.  16 
Apr.  2a 
Apr.  27 
Apr.  28 
Apr.  29 
Apr.  30 
May  1 
May     2 

May  3 
May  5 
May  10 
May  13 
May  17 
May  20 
June  6 
Juue  11 
Aug.  17 


Mar.  5 
Mar.  10 
Mar.  19 
May  21 
June    5 

Do. 
June  26 
June  28 
Aug.  23 
Sept.  16 


1897. 
July  10 
July  11 
July  23 
Aug,    1 

1898. 
Jan.     5 


Jan.    29 


Peb.     7 
Mar.  21 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Monadnock,  Capt.  W.  H. 
"Whiting,  commanding — 
Continued. 

Sau  Francisco,  Cal 

Port  Angeles,  Waah 

Do 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Houotulu,  Hawaiian  Islands 
Manila,  Philippine  Islands.  - 

Monocacy,  Commander  O.  W. 
Farenholt,  commanding. 


Shanghai,  China  . 

Chinkiang 

Wuhu 

Hantow 

Kinkiang 

Wuhu 

Chinkiang 

Shanghai 

Woosung 

Hankow 

Kinkiang 

Wuhu 

Chinkiang 

Woosung 

Shanghai 


Hontaak,  Commander  £.  T. 
Strong,  commanding.  Ke- 
lieved  by  Lieut.  L.  L. 
Eeamey  May  2,  1898.  Re- 
lieved by  Lieut.  H.  R. 
Cohen  July  4,  1898.  Re- 
lieved by  Lieut.  E.  J. 
Beach  July  9,  1898. 

[Commissioned  April  18, 1898. 
Out  of  commisBion  Septem- 
ber 13, 1898.] 

League  Island,  Pa 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del  . . 

"Vineyard  Haven,  Mass 

Portland,  Me 

Cushings  Island,  Maine 

Boston,  Mass 

Proviucetown,  Mass 

Vineyard  Haven,  Mass 

iN'ew  London,  Conn 

Tompkins  ville,  N.  T 

Delaware  River,  Delaware . . 
League  Island,  Pa , 


Date 

of 

arri\ 

al. 

189S 

. 

Mar. 

24 

Apr. 

26 

May 

30 

June 

4 

June 

21 

.luly 

3 

Aug. 

IB 

1897 

Mar. 

16 

July  13 
July  18 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  16 
Oct.  9 
Oct.  17 
Oct.  20 
Oct.  22 
Oct.  23 
Oct.  27 
Oct.    30 


1898. 


Uontgomery,  Commander  G. 
A.  Conveese,  commanding. 

Pensacola,  Fla.  (navy-yard) . 

Pensacola,  Fla 

Ship  Island,  Miss 

Pensacola,  Fla 

Tompkinsville,  N.  T 

New  York  (navy -yard) 

Off  128th  street.  New  York. . 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Pensacola,  Fla 

Charlotte  Harbor,  Florida. . . 


Do. 


Port  Tampa,  Fla  . . . 

Pensacola,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla  .  - . 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla  - 
Key  West,  Fla 


May  7 
May  11 
Mav  13 
Aug.  18 
Ang.  21 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  27 
Aug.  29 
Ang.  31 
Sept.  3 
Sept.    4 


1897. 
June  15 
July  2 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  27 
Oct.  16 
Oct.  17 
Oct.  24 
Nov.  2 
Nov.  12 
Dec.   26 


Dec.  31 

1898. 

Jan.  3 

Jan.  8 

Jan.  12 

Jan.  14 

Jan.  24 

Jan.  31 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898 

Apr, 

22 

May 

30 

May 

31 

June 

21 

June 

23 

July 

13 

1897 

July 

8 

,Ih1v 

111 

July 

15 

Aug. 

1 

Aug. 

8 

Aug. 

10 

Aug. 

l.T 

Oct. 

9 

Oct. 

12 

Oct. 

20 

Oct. 

21 

Oct. 

23 

Oct. 

26 

Oct. 

30 

1898. 
May  7 
May  9 
May  12 
Ang.  18 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  26 

Aug.  29 
Aug.  30 
Sept.  2 
Sept.    4 


1897. 
July  2 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  15 
Ang.  19 
Aug.  27 
Oct.  16 
Oct.  17 
Oct.  20 
Oct.  26 
Nov.  10 
Dec.  24 
Deo.  31 

1898. 
Jan.   3 


Jan.  7 

Jan.  11 

Jan.  13 

Jan.  24 

Jan.  31 

Feb.  2 
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Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


Kame  of  vessel  and  port 
Tisited. 


Montgomery,  Commander  Gr. 
A.  CoNVEBSB,  command- 
ing— Continaed. 

Hatanzas,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Port  Aiitonio,  Jamaica 

San  Domingo  City 

Off  Catalina  Island 

Santa  Barbara,  West  Indies. . 

Port  Tampa,  Tla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Havana,  Cuba. 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Pla 

Key  West,  Ma 

Norfolk,  Va 

Key  West,  Fla 

Cape  Haitien,  Haiti 

Charlotte Amalia,  St.Thomas. 

Key  West,  Fla 

■  Do 

Lobos  Cay 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Blockade  off  Havana 

Key  West,  Fla 

Gruantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Cape  Haitien,  Haiti 

Off  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico 

Fajiardo,  Porto  Bico 

Pouce,  Porto  Rico 

Mayaguez,  Porto  Bico 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Do 

Gnanica,  Porto  Bico 

Mole  St.  Nicholas,  Haiti 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Fort  Monroe,  Va 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Fort  Monroe,  Va 

Newport,  B.  I 


Monterey,  Capt.C.E.CLABKE, 
commanding.  Believed  by 
liieut.  Commander  J.  W. 
Caelin,  Mar.  15, 1898.  Be- 
lieved by  Commander  E.  H. 
C.  Ledtze,  May  24, 1898. 

Portland,  Oreg 

Seattle,  Wash , 

Port  Angeles,  Wash 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

Sausalito,  Cal 

San  Diego,  Cal 

San  Bartbolome  Bay,  Mexico 

Magdalena  Bay,  Mexico 


San  Bartbolome  Bay,  Mexico. 

San  Diego,  Cal 

Do 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Mare  Island  (navy-yard) 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

San  Diego,  Cal 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands. . 
Manila,  Philippine  Islands.. . 

Morrill,  Capt.  H.  D.  Smith, 
R.  C.  S.,  commanding. 

[Transferred  to  Navy  De- 
partment Mar.  24, 1898.  Ee- 
turned  to  Treasury  Depart- 
ment Aug.  11, 1898.] 

Norfolk,  Va 

Cape  Lookout Apr.  25 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
Feb.  3 
Feb.  8 
Feb.  11 
Feb.  15 
Feb.  16 
Feb.  18 
Feb.  22 
Feb.  26 
Mar.  9 
Mar.  18 
Mar.  19 
...do... 
Apr.  2 
Apr.  29 
May  7 
May  13 
May  19 
June  4 
June  10 
June  22 
June  30 
July  1 
July  13 
July  25 
July  26 
July  31 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  27 
Aug.  SO 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  25 
Sept.  27 


1897. 
June  29 
Aug.  12 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  23 
Deo.  2 
Dec.  15 
Dec.   25 

Deo.   28 

1898. 
Jan.  IG 
.Ian.  23 
Fob.  10 
Mar.  24 
....do... 
Mar.  31 
May  24 
June  3 
June  10 
June  24 
Aug.    9 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 


1898. 
Feb.  5 
Feb.  10 
Feb.  13 
Feb.  16 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  19 
Feb.  25 
Mar.  8 
Mar.  17 
Mar.  19 

Do. 
Mar.  29 
Apr.  26 
May  I 
Mav  7 
May  13 
May  22 
June  9 
June  10 
June  27 
July  1 
July  12 
July  21 
July  25 
July  28 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  28 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  18 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  25 
Do. 


1897. 
Aug.  10 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  17 
Sept.  23 
Dec.  1 
Dec.  13 
Dec.  22 
Deo.  27 

1898. 
Jan.   15 

Jan.  21 
Feb.  9 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  24 
Mar.  31 
May  24 
June  3 
June  7 
June  11 
July    1 


1898. 
Apr.  24 
Apr.  26 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Morrill,  Capt.  H.  D.  Smith, 
B.  C.  S.,  commanding- 
Continued. 

Charleston,  S.  C >. 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla 

Port  Tampa.  Fla 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla . . : 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off'  Matanzas,  Cuba 


Morris,  Lieut.  C.  E.  Fox,  com- 
manding. 

[Commissioned  May  11, 1898.] 

Newport,  B.I '... 

Newyoik.N.Y 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Tybee  Beads,  Georgia 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Beads,  Virginia 

New  York  (navy-yard) 


McKee,  Lieut.  C.  M.  Kkep- 
PER,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  May  16, 1898.] 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

New  York  (navy -yard) 

Newport,  B.I 

New  York  (navy-yard) 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

Long  Point,  North  Carolina. . 

Nortolk,  Va.  (navy .yard) 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Jacksonville,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Boca  de  Sagua,  Cuba 

Piedras  Cay,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Beads,  Virginia 

New  York  (navy-yard) 


Nahant,  Lieut.  C.  S.  Bichman, 
commanding.  Believed  by 
Lieut.  G.  si.  TowKSEND, 
July  19, 1898.  Believed  by 
Lieut.  E.  M.  Habmon,  July 
28, 1898. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  12, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  2, 
1898.] 

League  Island,  Pa 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

New  York  (navy-yard) 

TorapkinsviDe,  N.  Y 

League  Island,  Pa 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
Apr.  27 
May  1 
May  5 
May  8 
May  10 
May  19 
May  28 
May  31 

June  8 
...do... 
June  16 
...do... 
June  23 
...do... 
June  26 
...do... 
July    7 

July  ie' 

July  28 

Aug.    1 

Aug.  4 
Aug.  11 


June  23 
Julv  3 
July  6 
July  9 
July  12 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  26 


May  31 
June  2 
June  22 
June  25 
June  30 
July  1 
July  17 
July  22 
July  25 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  25 


1898. 


Apr.  17 
Apr.  20 
May  12 
Aug.  29 


Date  of 
depar- 


Apr.  29 
May  4 
May  7 
May  10 
May  18 
May  27 
May  31 

bo. 
June    4 
June    8 
June  16 

Do. 
June  23 

Do. 
June  26 

Do. 
July     7 

Do. 
July  16 

Do. 
July  28 

Do. 

Aug.  3 
Aug.  11 


1898. 
June  22 

July  4 
July  9 
July  10 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  25 


1898. 
May  27 
June  1 
June  22 
June  24 
June  30 
July  1 
July  14 
July  21 
July  23 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  24 


Apr.  15 
Apr.  20 
May  12 
Aug.  27 
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Movements  of  veaaels — Continued. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
Tisited. 


Nashrille,    Commander    "W. 
Mayitard,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Aug.  19, 1898.] 

Norfolk,  Ya 

Tybee  Boads,  Georgia 

BrauBwick,  Ga 

Jacksonville,  Fla 

Mayport,  Fla 

Jacksonville,  Pla 

Tybee  Boads,  Georgia 

Fort  Monroe,  Va 

Do 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Port  Monroe,  Va 


Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard)  . 


Hampton  Boads,  Va  - . . 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Galveston,  Tex 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Key  West,  JFla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Kev  West,  Fla 

Off'Port  Mariel,  Cubii. 
Off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba. . 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Cieufuegos,  Cuba. . 

Key  West,  fla 

Oft  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana.  Cuba 

Gibara,  Cnba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Gibara,  Cuba 


Newark,  Capt.  A.  S.  Barker, 
commanding.  Relieved  by 
Capt.C.  F.Goodrich,  Aug., 
1898. 

[Commissioned  May  23,  1898. 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

Hampton  Boads.  Virginia. .. 

Cape  Henry,  Virginia ,  -  - 

Key  West,  Fla 

Oif  Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Nima  Nima,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Manzanillo,  Cluba 

( ruantan amo,  Cuba...-. 

IVfrt  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Nima  Nima,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 


Xewport,  Commander  B.  F. 
TiLLEY,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Oct.  5,  1897. 

Boston,  Mass 

Newport,  B.I 

Providence,  B.  I 

New  York,  N.  T 

Long  Island  Sound 

Navy-yard,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y . . 
Key  West, Fl»...,, 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1897. 


Sept.  8 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  3 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  17 
Oct.  21 
Oct.  23 
Nov.    1 


Nov.    9 

1898. 
Jan.  16 
Jan.  23 
Feb.  2 
Feb.  6 
Feb.  6 
Feb.  15 
Feb.  26 
Mar.  11 
Mar.  12 
Mar.  18 
Mar.  19 
Mar.  28 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  28 
May  2 
May  7 
May  19 
May  28 
June  5 
June  8 
June  29 
July  14 
July  19 
July  23 
July  26 
Aug.  27 
Sept.    4 


1898. 


June  15 
June  19 
Juno  25 
June  30 
July  1 
July  2 
duly  6 
July  9 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  15 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  23 
do  ... 


1897. 


Oct.  16 

Oct.  20 

Oct.  24 

Oct.  27 

Oct.  28 

Dec.  11 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1897. 
Sept.  4 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  3 
Oct.  13 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  19 
Oct.  23 
Nov.  1 
Nov.     9 

1898. 
Jan.    16 


Jan.  20 
Jan.  30 
Feb.  5 
Feb.  6 
Feb.  11 
Feb.  23 
Mar.  11 

Do. 
Mar.  18 
Mar.  19 
Mar.  28 
Mar.  30 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  25 
Apr.  29 
May  5 
May  16 
May  27 
June  4 
June  7 
June  28 
July  12 
July  18 
July  22 
July  24 
July  26 
Sept.    2 


June  15 
June  19 
June  20 
June  27 
July  1 
July  2 
July  6 
July     9 

Aug.  14 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  23 


1897. 

Oct.  15 

Oct.  20 

Oct.  23 

Oct.  27 

Oct.  28 

Oct.  29 

Dec.  12 


Name  of  vessel  and  polt 
visited. 


Newport,  Commander  B.  F. 
TiLLEY,  commanding — Con- 
tinued. 


Greytown,  Nicaragua  .  - . 
Port  Limon,  Costa  Kica. . 
Greytown,  Nicaragua  . . , 
Port  Limon,  Costa  Bica. 


Greytown,  Nicaragua 

Monkey  Point,  Nicaragua 

Greytown,  Nicaragua 

Port  Limon,  CostaBica 

Colon,  Colombia 

Port  Limon,  CostaBica 

Greytown,  Nicaragua 

Port  Limon,  Costa  Bica 

Colon,  Colombia  

Port  Limon,  Costa  Bica 

Greytown,  Nicaragua 

Off  Costa  Bica  coast 

Colorado  Biver,  Costa  Bica-  - 

Greytown,  Nicaragua 

Off  Costa  Bica  coast 

Colorado  Biver,  Costa  Bica-  - 

Greytown,  Nicaragua 

Port  Limon,  Costa  Bica 

Greytown,  Nicaragua 

Tampa,  Fla 

Key  West.  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade  off  Mariel 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade  off  Cabanas 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade  off  Cabanas 

Key  West,  Fla : 

Blockade  off  Havana 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade  off  Havana 


Date  of 
arrival. 


New  Orleans,  Capt.  W.  M. 
FOLGBR,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Mar.  24, 1898.] 

New  York,  N.  Y 

Newport,  B.I , 

Hampton  Boads,  Virginia 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  San  Juan,  Porto  Bico 

St.  Thomas,  Danish  West  In- 
dies   

Off  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico 

Off  St.  Thomas,  Danish  West 

Indies 

Off  San  Juan,  Porto  Bico 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

San  Juan,  Porto  Bico 

NewTork,  Capt,  Silas  Casey, 
commanding. 

Fort  Monroe,  Va 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

New  Y  ork  (navy-yard) 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Newport,  B.I 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Portland,  Me * 

Bar  Harbor,  Me 

Fort  Monroe,  Va 

Newport  News,  Va 

Fort  Monroe,  Va 

Yorktown,  Va 

Boston,  Mass 

New  York,N.T 


1897. 
Dec.   17 
Dec.  19 
Dec.  21 
Dec.  28 

1898. 
Jan,  1 
Jan.  3 
Jan.  5 
Feb.  5 
Feb.  13 
Feb.  20 
Feb.  21 
Feb.  28 
Mar.  4 
Mar.  11 
Mar.  12 
Mar.  15 
Mar.  16 
Mar.  17 
...do... 
Mar.  18 
....do... 
Mar.  20 
Mar.  22 
Mar.  31 
Apr.  2 
Apr.  3 
Apr.  5 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  26 
Apr.  28 
Apr.  29 
Apr.  30 
May  12 
May  20 
June  5 
June  11 
June  13 
June  20 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1897. 
Dec.  18 
Dec.  20 
Dec.   27 
Dec.   31 

1896. 
Jan.  2 
Jan.  5 
Feb.  5 
Feb.  12 
Feb.  19 
Feb.  20 
Feb.  27 
Mar.  3 
Mar.  10 
Mar.  11 
Mar.  15 
Mar.  16 
Mar.  17 

Do. 
Mar.  18 

Do. 
Mar.  20 
Mar.  22 
Mar.  26 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  3 
Apr.  4 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  25 
Apr.  27 
Apr.  28 
Apr.  29 
May  11 
May  19 
June  4 
June  9 
June  12 
J  une  17 


Apr.  13 
May  2 
May  8 
May  21 
May  30 
July  1 
July  10 
July  14     July  31 


July  31 
Aug.    2 

Aug.  6 
Aug,  7 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  29 


1897. 
June  17 
July  4 
July  11 
July  29 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  23 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  14 
Oct.    24 


1898. 
May  1 
May  7 
May  17 
May  23 
June  28 
July  8 
July  12 


Aug.  2 
Aug.    5 

Aug.  7 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  26 


1897. 
July  1 
July  11 
July  29 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  4 
Oct.  22 
Dec  17 
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Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


I^ame  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


New  York,  Capt.  Silas  Casey, 
commanding — Continued. 

Hampton  Heads,  "Virginia . . . 


Newport  News,  Va 

FortMonroe,  Va 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Xortugas,  Pia 

Key  West,ma 

Havana  Blocliade 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Cape  Haitien,  Haiti  — 
Off  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico. 

Key  West,  Fla 

North  Coast  Blockade 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba  . . . 

Off  Sfintiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba  - . . 

Nima  Nima  Bay,  Cuba 

Western  Jamaica 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

New  York,  N.Y 

Navy -yard,  New  York 


Niagara,  Commander  G.  A. 
BiCKKELL,  commanding. 
Eelieved  by  Lieut.  Com- 
mander E.  S.  Peime,  May 
30, 1898. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  18, 1898.] 


New  York,  N.Y 

Norfolk,  Ya 

Key  West,  Fla 

Cape  Haitien,  Haiti 

Porto  Plata,  Santo  Domingo. 

Off  San  Juan,  Porto  Kico 

Off  Porto  Plata,   Santo  Do- 
mingo   

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia  . . . 

Key  West,  Fla 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Ponce,  Porto  Eico 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Guanica,  Porto  Eico 

Ponce,  Porto  Rico 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Cape  Henry,  Virginia 

New  York,  N.Y , 


Olympia,  Capt.  Chas.V.Geid 
LEY,  commanding.  Relieved 
by  Commander  B.  P.  Lam- 
BEETON,  May  25, 1898. 

Yokobama,  Japan 

Chefoo,  Cbina 

WooBung,  China 

Nagasaki,  Japan 

Yokohama,  Japan ! . . 

Hong  Kong,  China 

Mils  Bay 

Cavite,  Philippine  Islands. . . 
Manila  Bay,  Philippine  Is- 
lands. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1897. 
Dec.   21 

1898. 
Jan.  10 
Jan.  12 
Jan.  23 
Jan.  24 
Feb.  16 
Api.  22 
May  1 
May  8 
May  12 
May  18 
May  21 
May  28 
June  1 
June  18 
....do... 
July  9 
July  10 
July  20 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  27 


1898. 


Apr.  26 
May  3 
May  7 
Mav  8 
May  12 

May  14 
May  19 
May  26 
June  10 
July  2 
July  17 
July  26 
Aug.  i 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  13 

Aug.  24 
Sept.  2 
Sept.    3 


1897. 
June  13 
Sept.  18 
Oct.    11 


Nov.    9 

1893. 
Jan.   18 
Feb.  17 
Apr.  25 
May     1 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
Jan.   10 


Jan.  12 
Jan.  17 
Jan.  24 
Feb.  16 
Apr.  22 
May  1 
May  4 
May  9 
May  12 
May  21 
May  27 
May  29 
June  18 

Do. 
July     9 
July  10 
July  20 
Aug.  11 

Aug.  12 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  27 


1898. 
Apr.  25 
Apr.  29 
May    4 

May  7 
Mav  8 
May  12 

May  15 
May  21 
June  6 
June  28 
July  14 
July  23 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  27 
Sept.    2 


1897. 
Sept.  15 
Got.      9 
Nov.    7 

1898. 
Jan.   15 


Feb.  11 
Apr.  25 
Apr.  27 

May     1 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Oneida,  Lieut. W.  G.  Millee, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  May  1,  1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  19, 
1898.] 

Boston,  Mass 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. . . 

Key  West,  Fla 

Mobile,  Ala 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia . . . 
Norfolk,  Va 


Oregon,  Capt.  A.  S.  Baekeh, 
commanding.  Relieved  by 
Capt.  C.  E.  Claek,  Mar.  17. 
Relieved  by  Capt.  A.  S. 
Baekee,  Aug.  6, 1898. 

Tacoma,  Wash 

Seattle,  W  ash 

Port  Angeles,  Wash 

Sausalito,  Cal 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Port  Townsend,  Wash 


Bremerton,  Wash  . 


San  Francisco,  Cal 

Callao 

Port  Tamar 

Sandy  Point 

Rio  de  Janeiro 

Bahia 

Bridgetown,  Barbados 

Jupiter  Inlet 

Key  West,  Fla 

Northern  blockade 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Wreck  of  Cristobal  Colon. . . 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba .'. 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Tompkinsvilie,  N.  Y-  .^ 

New  York  (navy-yard) 

Tompkinsvilie,  N.  Y 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 


Osceola,  Lieut.  J.  L.  Pukcell, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  4,  1898. 
Out  of  commission  Oct.  3, 
1898.] 

New  York,  N.Y 

Norfolk,  Va , 

Key  West, Fla...'. 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  Banes,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off    Cardenas  and   Havana, 

Cuba 

Matanzas,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortiigas,  Fla 

Matthew  Town 


May  24 
May  25 
June  2 
June  21 
July  28 
July  31 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  24 


1897. 
June  26 
July  4 
July  9 
July  18 
July  19 
Dec.     5 


Dec.     9 

1898. 
Mar.  9 
Apr.  4 
Apr.  16 
Apr.  17 
Apr.  30 
May  8 
May  18 
May  24 
May  26 
May  29 
June  1 
June  10 
....do... 
June  17 
....do... 
June  26 
June  27 
July  3 
'July  4 
July  7 
July  13 
July  14 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  22 
Sept.  28 


1898. 


Apr.  14 
Apr.  27 
May  1 
May  16 
May  26 
May  31 

June  9 
...do.. 
June  12 
June  15 
June  19 


Date  of 
depar- 


1898. 
May  1 
May  25 
May  26 
June  18 
June  24 
July  30 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  24 


1897. 
July  4 
July  9 
July  15 
July  19 
Dec.  2 
Dec.     9 


1898. 
Mar. 


6 


Mar.  19 
Apr.  7 
Apr.  17 
Apr.  21 
May  4 
Mav  9 
May  18 
May  25 
May  28 
May  30 
June  10 

Do. 
June  17 

Do. 
June  26 
June  27 
July  3 
July  4 
July  7 
July  13 
July  14 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  22 
Sept,  28 


Apr.  13 
Apr.  20 
Apr.  30 
May  15 
May  21 
May  29 
June    9 

Do. 
June  10 
June  14 
June  15 
June  19 
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Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
viaited. 


Oiiceola,  Lieut.  J.  L.  Pubcell, 
commanding — Continued. 

Baiqniri,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Baiquirl,  Cuba : 

Baiquiri  and  Siboney,  Cuba  . . 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

0&  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Cape  Cruz.  Cuba 

Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Siboney,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Baiquiri,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Baiquiri,  Cuba 

Guayabal,  Cuba 

Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Guayabal,  Cuba 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur,  Cuba. . 

Guayabal,  Cuba 

Tunas,  Cuba 

Guayabal,  Cuba 

Gnantanamo,  Caba 

Baiquiri,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cnba 

Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Cienfnegos,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Koads,  Yirginia. 

Norfolk,  Va 

Boston,  Mass.  (nj|,Ty-yard) . 

Panther,  Commander  Geo.  C. 
Beiteb,  commanding. 

[Commissiond  Apr.  20, 1898.] 

New  York,  N.Y 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia  . .  - 

Key  West,  Ha 

Do 

Gif  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cnba 

New  York,  N.Y 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Montauk  Point,  New  York. . 

Ne*  York.N.  Y 

Norfolk,  Ya 

NewYork.N.Y 

Boston,  Mass 

Portsraoutb,  X.  H 

NewYork.N.Y 

Norfolk,  Ta 

Philadelphia,  Pa 


Passaic,  Lieut,  r.  H.  Sheb- 
MAN,  commanding.  Ke- 
lieved  by  Lieut.  L.  "W. 
Baetlett,  July  28,  1898. 
Relieved  by  Lieut.  J.  W. 
BOSTICK,  Aug.  20,  1898. 

[Commissioned  May  16,  1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  11, 
1898.] 

Port  Koyal,  S.  C 

Key  West,ria 

Pensacola,  ITla 

Port  Eads,  La 

Pensacola,  Fla 


Peoria,  Lieut.  T.  "W.  Eyan, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  May  15, 1898.] 

League  Island,  Pa 

Port  Royal,  S.  C 

KeyWestiFla   

Las  Tunas,  Cuba 

Palo  Alto,  Cuba 


Date  of 
arrival. 


June  22 
June  23 
June  25 
June  26 
....do... 
June  27 
June  26 
July  1 
July  6 
July  7 
July  10 

'.'.'.'.Ao'.'. 
July  13 
July  18 
July  19 
July  20 


..do. 


July  26 
July  29 
July  30 
Aug.  9 
Aug  10 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  18' 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  24 
Sept.    9 


1898. 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  29 
June  1 
June  10 
...do.. 
June  28 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  U 
Sept.  16 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  25 
Sept.  28 
Sept.  29 


1898. 


June  14 
June  28 
July  4 
Aug.  28 


1898. 


June  17 
June  21 
June  30 
July    a 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
June  22 
June  24 
June  26 

Do. 

Do. 
June  27 
June  30 
July  5 
July  6 
July  9 
July  10 

Do. 
July  12 
July  18 
July  19 
July  20 

July  25 
July  26 
July  29 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  10 

Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  24 
Sept.    6 


1893. 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  26 
May  24 
June  7 
June  10 
June  24 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  26 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  24 
Sept.  27 
Sept.  29 


1898. 
June    8 
June  2B 
July    2 
Aug.  27 


1898. 
June  12 
June  18 
June  25 
July  2 
July  11 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Peoria,  Lieut.  T.  W.  Eyan, 
commanding— Continued. 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Port  Eoyal,S.C 

Hampton  Eoada,  Virginia . .  - 

New  York,  N.Y 

New  London,  Conn 

Tompkinsville,  N.Y 

New  York  (navy-yard) 


Perry,  Capt.  W.  F.  Kilgoee, 
E.  C.  S.,  commanding. 

[Transferred  to  the  Navy  De- 
partment Apr.  24, 1898  j  re- 
turned to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment Aug.  24, 1898.] 


Seattle,  Wash 

Port  Townsend,  Wash 

Naval  Station,  Puget  Sound, 

"Wash 
Seattle,  Wash '.'.!!  !!!I!;!!!Ii 

Paget  Sound,  Wash 

Seattle  Wash 

Naval  Station,  Puget  Sound. 

Seattle,  Wash 

Naval  Station,  Puget  Sound- 
Seattle,  Wash  

Port  Townsend,  Wash 

Seattle,  Wash 

Naval  Station,  Puget  Sound . 

Seattle,  Wash 

Naval  Station,  Puget  Sound- 
Seattle,  Wash 

Naval  Station,  Puget  Sound - 

Seattle,  Wash 

Naval  Station,  Puget  Sound. 

Seattle,  Wash 

Port  Townsend,  Wash 

Astoria,  Oreg 

Fort  Stevens,  Oreg 

Astoria,  Oreg 

Fort  Stevens 

Astoria,  Oreg 

Fort  Stevens,  Oreg 

Astoria,  Oreg 

Fort  Stevens,  Oreg 

Astoria,  Oreg 

Havel,  Oreg 

Astoria,  Oreg 

Fort  Stevens,  Oreg 

Havel,  Oreg 

Astoria,  Oreg 

Port  Townsend,  Wash 

Naval  Station,  Puget  Sound. 

Seattle,  Wash 

Astoria,  Oreg 


Petrel,    Commander  E. 
Wood,  commanding. 

Chemulpo,  Korea 

Keunpaiul,  Korea 

Chemulpo,  Korea 

Chefoo,  China 

Shanghai,  China 

Ningpo,  China 

Foochow,  China 

Amoy,  China 

Swatow,  China 

Mirs  Bay,  China 

Hongkong,  China 


Canton . 


Hongkong 

Mirs  Bay 

Manila, Philippine  Islands.. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
July  14 
July  22 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  30 
Sept.  4 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  20 


June    2 

June  3 
June  4 
...do  ... 
June  14 
June  16 
June  29 
...do... 
...do  ... 
June  30 
July  1 
July  5 
July  9 
July  11 
July  14 

July  20 

'.'.'.do '.'.'. 

July  22 
July  24 
July  26 
July  30 
Aug.  1 
Aug.    2 

Aug"  "i 
Ang.  8 
Aug.  12 
July  12 
Aug.  13 

Aug.  15 

Aug.  is' 

Aug.  20 
Aug.  22 


1897. 
June  15 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  18 
Oct.  5 
Nov.  16 
Nov.  23 
Dec.  2 
Dec.  10 
Dec.  16 
Dec.   19 

Dec.   29 

1898. 
Feb.  14 
-Apr.  24 
May    1 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
July  21 
Aug.  11 
Ang.  24 
Aug.  28 
Sept.  4 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  20 


1898. 
June    2 
June   3 

June    4 

Do. 
June  14 
June  16 
Jane  29 
Do. 
Do. 
June  30 
July    1 
July    5 
July    9 
July  11 
July  14 

July  20 

Do! 

July  22 
July  23 
July  26 
July  30 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  2 

Do. 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  12 

July  13 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  15 

Do. 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  21 


1897. 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  17 
Oct.  2 
Nov.  15 
Nov.  21 
Nov.  30 
Dec.  9 
Dec.  15 
Deo.  19 
Deo.  29 

1898. 
Feb.  14 

Apr.  24 
Apr.  27 
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Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
Tisited. 


Date  of 

arrival. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Name  of  vesael  and  port 
visited. 


Bate  of 

arrival. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Philadelphia,    Capt.  N.    M. 
DrER,  coniraanding. 

[Out  of  commission  Dec.  18, 
1897.  EecommissionedJuiy 

9, 1898.] 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands. , 
Lahaina    Koads,    Hawaiian 

Islands 

Do 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands. . 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 


Mare  Island,  Cal . 


1897. 
Apr.  17 

Sept.  17 
Sept.  18 
Sept.  20 
Oct.  14 
...do... 


San  .Francisco,  Cal , 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands . . 

Hilo,  Hawaiian  Islands 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands . 
"Waianae,  Hawaiian  Islands  . , 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands.. 

Plscataqua,  Lieut.  Comman- 
der K.  E.  NiLES,  command- 
ing. Relieved  by  Lieut. 
F.  A.  Ballaseyus  Sept.  27, 
1898. 

[Commissioned  June  18, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Oct.  6, 
1898.] 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Hampton  E-oads,  Virginia 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off'  Havana.  Cuba 

Mariel,  Cabanas,  and  liabia 

Honda,  Cuba 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla , 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia 

Provincetown,  Mass 

League  Island,  Pa 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 


July  26 
Aug.    3 

Aug.  24 
Aug.  27 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  21 


July  10 
July  21 
July  28 


...do... 

Aug.  2 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  27 
Aug.  30 
Sept.  23 


Pompej^  Lieut.  Commander 
E.W.STUJaDT,commanding. 
Relieved  by  Commander 
J.  W.  Miller  June  7, 18U8. 

[Commissioned  May  26, 1898.] 

New  York  (navy-yard) 

Lamberts  Point,  Virginia  — 

Key  West,  Fla 

OH"  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Cardenas,  Cuba , 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia  — 
Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

Potomac,  Lieut.  G.  P.  Blow, 
commanding. 

[CommissionedApr.  15, 1898.] 

Pensacola,  Fla 

Port  Eads,  La 

Igiers,  La 

New  Orleans,  La 

Port  Bads,  La 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

G-uantanamo  Bay,  Cuba  .     . . 

Maria  Teresa  wreck 

Guautanamo,  Cuba 

Maria  Teresa  wreck 

Gnantanamo  Bsiy,  Cuba 

Maria  Teresa  wreck 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Maria  Teresa  wreck 

Sontiaigo  de  Cuba 


1898. 


May  31 
June  6 
June  13 
June  14 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  23 


May  30 
June  8 
June  14 
July  14 
July  18 
July  20 
July  21 
July  25 
July  26 
July  30 
Julv  31 


1897. 
Sept.  17 

Sept.  18 
Sept.  19 
Oct.  5 
Oct.    14 

1898. 
July  26 

July  27 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  26 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  29 


1898. 
July    7 
July  16 
July  27 
July  28 

Aug.  2 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  28 
Sept.  21 


1898. 
May  30 
June    2 
June  13 

Do. 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  20 
Sept.  22 


May  30 
June  8 
June  14 
July  13 
July  14 
July  20 
July  21 
July  25 
July  26 
July  30 

July  31 
Aug.    3 


Potomac,  Lieut.  G.  P.  Blow, 
commanding — Continued. 

Maria  Teresa  wreck 

Guantanamo  !Ba,y,  Cuba 

Maria  Teresa  wreck 

Cristobal  Colon  wreck 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cul>a 

Maria  Teresa  wreck 

Cristobal  Colon  wreck 

Maria  Teresa  wreck 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Maria  Teresa  wreck 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba. . .".  - 

Maria  Teresa  wreck 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Bay  of  Joa 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Bay  of  Joa 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

St.  Nicolas  Mole,  Haiti 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Maria  Teresa  wreck 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Maria  Teresa  wreck 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 


Powhatan,  Lieut.  ¥.  M.  Bns- 
8BLL,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  20, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Aug.  25, 
1898.] 

Pensacola,  Fla 

Fort  Morgan,  Ala 

Mobile,  Ala 

Fort  Morgan,  Ala 

Mobile,  Ala 

Fort  Morgan,  Ala 

Mobile,  Ala 

Fort  Morgan,  Ala 

Pensacola,  Fla 

St.  Josephs  Bay,  Florida 

Pensacola,  Fla'. 


Aug.  3 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  10 

!;!'.do-^ 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  15 

Aug.  16 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  15 

do  ... 

Sept.  19 

do  ... 

Sept.  23 
do... 


1898. 


Prairie,    Commander   C.    J. 
Tbaiit,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  14, 1898.1 

Tompkinsville,  N.  T 


Provincetown,  Mass. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del... 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del... 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Key  West,  Fla 

Oft'  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  gtibara,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba , 

Off  San  Juan,  Porto  "Rico... 

Ponce,  Porto  Rico 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  New  York.. 

Fall  Elver,  Mass 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del.. 
League  Island,  Pa 


Princeton,  Commander  C.  H. 
"West,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  May  27, 1898.] 

League  Island,  Pa 

Fourteen  Foot  Bank  Light- 
House  

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del.. . 
Do 


June  13 
...do... 

July  10 
July  13 
July  17 
July  27 
July  28 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  7 
Aug.    8 


1898. 
May  13 
May  15 
May  19 
May  25 
June  1 
June  8 
June  12 
June  14 
June  18 
June  20 
July  1 
July  2 
July  13 
July  25 
July  30 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  28 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  20 


1898. 


July  7 
July  8 
July    9 


Aug.  4 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  10 

Do! 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  15 

Aug.  16 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  14 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  19 

Do. 
Sept.  22 
Sept,  23 


1898. 
June  11 
June  13 
July  10 
July  13 
July  17 
July  27 
July  28 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  7 
Aug.    8 


1898. 
May  14 
May  16 
May  21 
May  27 
June  7 
June  10 
June  13 
June  16 
June  19 
June  27 
July  1 
July  11 
July  24 
July  27 
July  31 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  28 
Aug.  30 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  30 


July  7 

July  8 

July  9 

July  10 
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Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Princeton,  Commander  C.  H. 
West,  commanding — Con- 
tinued. 

Washington,  D.  C 

Piney  Point,  Md 

Key  West,  Fla 

San  Miguel,  Yucatan 

Mujeres  Island,  Yucatan 

Port  Livingston,  Guatemala. 

Belize,  Britisli  Honduras 

Progreso,  Yucatan 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Ma 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 

PensacolB,  Fla 

Port  Tampa,  Fla 


Pate  of 
arrival. 


Puritan,  Capt.  P.  F.  H arring- 
TON,  eoramandin  fi.  Ke- 
Uevedby  Capt.  Fred.  Rodg- 
ERS,  June  18,  1898.  l!e- 
lieved  by  Commander  C. 
J.  Train,  Sept.  30, 1898. 

Navy -yard,  New  York 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Gravesend  Bay 

Torapkinsville,  N.  Y 

Newport,  E.I 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Portland,  Me 

Bar  Harbor,Me 

Portland,  Me 

Off  Cape  Charles,  Virginia.  -  - 

Lamberts  Point 

Off  Cape  Charles,  Yirginia.  -  - 
Lynn  Haven  Bay,  Virginia.. 
B^mpton  Koads,  Virginia . .  - 

Yorktown,  Va 

Navy-yard,  New  York 


July  12 
July  21 
July  27 
Aog.  2 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  28 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  26 


1897. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Navy-yard,  Norfolk,  Va  . 


Newport  News,  Va 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Key  West,  Fla 

Matanzas,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Havana,  Cuba 

Bahama  Channel 

Piedras,  Cuba 

Cardenas,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Gape  Haitien,  Haiti 

Cape  San  Juan,  Porto  Jiico. 

Ponce,  Porto  Eico 

Gnanica,  Porto  Rico 

Mole  St.  Nicholas,  Haiti — 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Hampton.  Koads,  Virginia . . 
Norfolk,  Va 


Besolote,  Commander  J.  G. 

Eaton,  commanding. 
[Commissioned  Apr.  25, 1898.] 

New  York,  N.Y 

Newport,  R.  I ■ 

Norfolk,  Va 

St.  Nicholas  Mdle,  Haiti 

Santiago  de  C'uba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Tampa,  F)a ; 

Key  West,  Fla 

Santiago  de  Cnba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 


July  25 
July  26 
July  29 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  30 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  5 
Sept.    7 

do  .. 

Sept.  12 
Sept.  27 
Oct.      0 


Deo.   11 


Mar.  23 
Mar.  30 
Apr.  9 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  29 
May  21 
May  24 
May  30 
May  31 
June  2 
Juno  11 
June  12 
July  26 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  20 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  26 


1898. 


May  27 
May  30 
June  4 
June  5 
June  8 
June  12 
June  17 
June  20 
....do.. 


1898. 
July  21 
July  22 
July  31 

no.' 

Aug.  7 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  27 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  24 


1897. 
July  25 
July  26 
July  28 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  29 
Aug.  30 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  6 
Sept.  7 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  27 
Oct.  4 
Dec.     8 

1898. 
Mar.  23 


Mar.  27 
Apr.  4 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  28 
May  20 
May  23 
May  29 
May  31 
June  1 
June  11 

Do. 
July  21 
July  28 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  26 


May  25 
May  29 
June  1 
June  4 
June  5 
June  11 
June  16 
June  17 
June  20 
July    2 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Resolute,  Commander  J.  G. 
Eaton,  commanding — Con- 
tinued. 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Newport  News,  Va, 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

New  York,  N.  Y 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cul>a 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  Now  York  . . 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Tompkinsville.  N.  Y 

Cob  Dock,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. . . 

Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Havana,  Cnba 

Nuevitaa,  Cuba 


Restless,  Lieut.  A.  W.  Dodd, 
commanding.  Relieved  by 
Lieut.  A.  H.  Day,  July  23, 
1898. 

[Commissioned  May  14, 1898. 
Out  of  coramiasinn  Sept.  1, 
1898.] 

New  York,  N.Y 

Gravesend  Bay 

Port  Liberty.N.  J 

New  York,  N.Y 

South  Norwalk,  Conn 

NewYork,  N.  Y 

New  London,  Conn 

Niantic,Conn 

New  London,  Conn 

Fishers  Island,  New  York 

New  London,  Conn 

Gardiners  Bay.  NewYork 

Great  Peoonio  Bay,N6w  York 

Greenport,  N.  Y 

Gardiners  Bay,  New  York 

NewYork,  N.Y 

New  London,  Conn 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  New  York — 

Greenport,  N.Y 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  New  York 

New  London,  Conn 

Fort  Pond  Bay,  New  York 

New  London,  Conn 

FortPond Bay,  NewYork 

New  London,  Conn 

Black  Rock  Harbor,  Connect- 
icut   

New  York,  N.Y 


Rodgers,  Lieut.  J.  L.  Jaykb, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  2, 1898.] 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

Lynn  Haven  Bay,  V irginia. . 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

Lvnn  Haven  Bay,  Virginia. . 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Savannah  River,  Georgia 

Key  West,  Fla 

T3o..... 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Off  t-antiago  do  Culia 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  do  Cuba 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
July  3 
July  4 
July  12 
July  14 
July  17 
July  18 
July  24 
July  25 
July  28 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  28 
Aug.  29 
Sept,  10 
Sept.  25 
Sept.  27 
Oct.      1 


1898. 


July  28 
July  29 
...do-. 
July  30 

Aug.    1 

Aug.  3 

Aug.  4 

Aug.  5 

Aug.  6 

Aug.  8 


Aug.  9 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  IS 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  23 

Aug.  24 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


...do  .. 

Aug.  25 


1898. 
Apr.  2 
Apr.  17 
Apr.  18 
Apr.  21 
Apr.  25 
May  2 
May  6 
May  9 
June  4 
June  20 
....do... 
June  21 
June  22 
June  23 
July  22 


1898. 
July  3 
July  8 
July  12 
July  16 
July  18 
July  19 
July  25 
July  28 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  27 
Aug.  29 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  24 
Sept.  26 
Sept.  29 


1898. 
July  28 
July  29 

July  30 

Aug.    1 

"^&o.' 
Ang.  3 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  5 
Aug.    6 

no.' 

Aug.  9 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  23 

Do. 
Ang.  24 

Do. 

Aug.  25 


1898. 
Api-.  17 
Apr.  18 
Apr.  21 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  29 
ilav  6 
May  7 
May  21 
Juno  15 
Juno  20 
June  21 
.lune  li2 
June  23 
July  22 
July  24 
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Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Bodgers,  Lieut.  J.  L.  Jayne, 
commanding — Continued. 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cu'ba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia. . . 
New  York  (navy -yard) 


San  FranclBco,  Capt.  M.  L. 
Johnson,  commanding. 
Eelieved  by  Capt.  E.  P. 
Lbaey,  Sept.  30, 1898. 

Katakolon,  Greece 

Tangier,  Morocco 

Gibraltar,  Spain 

Copenhagen,  Denmark 

Cuxhaven,  Germany 

JTlashing,  Holland 

Antwerp,  Belgium 

Havre,  France 

Southampton,  England 

Lisbon,  Portugal 

Tangier,  Morocco 

Gibraltar,  Spain 

Algiers,  Algeria 

Tunis,  Tunis 

Venice,  Italy 

Mersyn,  Turkey 

Karadash,  Bumu 

Smyrna,  Turkey 

Naples,  Italy 

Genoa,  Italy 


Villefranche,  France. 


Genoa,  Italy 

Lisbon,  Portugal 

G  ravesend,  England 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 

Torapkinsville,  N.  Y 

New  York  (navy-yard) 

Provincetown,  tMass 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do...  

Do 

Do 

Boston,  Mass 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Boston,  Mass 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Boston,  Mass 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Do 

Do 

Off  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts 

Provincetown,  Mass    

Boston,  Mass 

Provincetown,  Maas 

Do 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
July  24 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  2U 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  31 


1897. 
July  1 
July  8 
July  14 
July  24 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  27 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  21 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  27 
3 
7 
24 
26 
30 


Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Dec.   16 

Dec.   23 


Dec.   24 

1898. 
Eeb.  1 
Feb.  12 
Mar.  18 
Apr.  11 
Apr,  14 
Apr.  19 
May  2 
May  3 
May  4 
May  5 
May  6 
May  7 
May  10 
May  U 
May  12 
May  15 
Mav  17 
May  18 
May  19 
May  20 
May  21 
May  22 
May  23 
May  26 
...do... 
May  28 

...do 

May  29 
May  31 
June  1 
June  2 
June  3 
.June  8 
June  9 
June  11 
June  12 
June  13 
June  14 
June  18 
June  23 
June  25 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  30 


1897. 
July  2 
July  14 
July  16 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  26 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  25 
Sept.  30 
Oct.  3 
Oct.  18 
Oct.  26 
Oct.  27 
Deo.  13 
Deo.  21 
Dec.   23 

1898. 
Jan.    31 


Feb.  6 
Mar.  15 
Mar.  27 
Apr.  12 
Apr.  19 
Apr. 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May  11 
May  14 
May  16 
May  17 
May  18 
May  19 
May  20 
May  21 
May  22 
May  25 
Mav  26 
May  27 
May  23 
May  29 
May  30 
May  31 
June  2 
June  3 
June  7 
June  9 
June  10 
June  11 
June  12 
June  13 
June  18 
June  23 
June  24 
June  26 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Scindia,  Commander  E.   W. 
Watson,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  May  21,  1898.] 

New  York,  N.Y 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Mole  St.  Nicholas,  Haiti 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Lambert  Point.  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia  — 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia 

Scorpion,  Lieut.  Commander 
A.  Marix,  commanding. 
Eelieved  by  Lieut.  Com- 
mander W.  H.  TnENER, 
Oct.  3, 1898. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  11, 1898.] 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Eoads,  V  irginia 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Cienf uegos,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Key  "West,  Fla 

OfT  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Baiquirij  (!;uba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Off  Manzanlllo,  Cuba 

Off  Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Manzanlllo,  Cuba 

(guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 


Seminole,  Lieut.  James  H. 
DiLLAWAT,  commandiug. 

[Commissioned  July  23, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  8, 
1898.] 

Glouce8ter,Masa 

Portland,  Me 

Boston,  Mass 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Vineyard  Haven,  Maas 

New  London,  Conn 

Tompkin  s  ville,  N.Y 

Boston,  Mass 


Siren,  Lieut.  J.  M.  Eoeikson, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  June  24, 1898. 

Out  of  commission  Sept.  24, 

1898.] 

New  York,  N.Y 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Norfolk,  Va 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Blockade 

Saguala  Grande,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla - 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia  . .  - 
Norfolk,  Va 


Solace,  Commander  A.  DuN- 
LAP,  commandiug. 

Newport  News,  Va 

Norfolk, Va 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off    Haiti    with    squadron; 

north  coast  of  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

New  York,  N.Y 

Santiago  de  Cuba 


Date  of 
arrival. 


June  3 
June  12 
June  13 
July  1 
July  6 
July  19 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  26 
Sept.  29 


1898. 


Mav  1 
May  18 
May  22 
May  24 
May  25 
May  29 
June  ID 
•Juno  22 
June  23 
June  30 
July  1 
July  5 
July  11 
Aug.    3 


1898. 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  27 
Aug.  29 
Aug.  31 
Sept.    2 


1398. 


July  10 
July  13 
July  25 
July  31 


Aug.  8 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  24 
Sept.    6 


1898. 


Apr.  25 
May  11 

May  14 
May  19 
June  5 
June  13 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
June  2 
June  6 
June  12 
June  26 
July  6 
July  19 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  26 
Sept.  29 


1393. 
May  1 
May  13 
May  19 
May  22 
May  24 
May  26 
June  7 
Juno  22 
June  23 
June  29 
June  30 
Julv  5 
July  11 
Aug.    3 


1898. 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  26 

Aug.  29 
Aug.  30 
Sept.    1 


1898. 
July  10 
July  11 
July  20 

Aug.  8 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  18 
Sept.    B 


1893. 
Apr.  25 
May     7 
May  11 

May  IS 
June  1 
June  8 
June  13 
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Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Solace,  Coinmander  A.  Dun- 
LAP,  GonunandiDg — Cont'd. 

Gaantanamo  Bay 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

G-aantauamo  Bay 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

GuantanamoBay 

Altares,  Cuba  

Guantanamo  Bay 

Norfolk,  Va  ....' 

New  York,  N.X 

Key  "West,  Ma 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay 

Boston,  Mass 

New  York,  N.  Y 

Gibara,  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Ponce,  Porto  Ilico 

San  Juan,  Porto  Rico 

New  York,  N.Y 


Southery,  Commander  "Wal- 
ton Goodwin,  commanding. 

[CommissionedMay  2, 1898.] 

Boston,  Mass.  (navy-yard) 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba , 

Cape  Haitien,  Haiti 

Lambert  Pomt,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia-  -  - 
Key  West,  Ha 


Sterling,  Commander  B.  E. 
IMPEY,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  16,  1898. 

New  York,N.Y 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. .. 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia... 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Piedraa  Cay,  Cuba 

Do 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Hampton  Roads,  "Virginia. . . 

Norfolk,  Va 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. .  - 

Ponce,  Porto  Rico , 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  -. 

Lam'bert  Point,  Virginia 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Stranger,  Lieut.  G.  L.  Dyee, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  June  30, 1898. 
Oat  of  commission  Sept.  24, 
1898.] 

New  York.N.Y. 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Newport  News,  Va 

Norfolk,  Va 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key"West,Fla  

Sagua  la  Grande,  Cuba 

Off  Eayanai  Cuba 


1898. 
June  13 
June  lA 
June  15 
July  4 
July  5 
July  10 
July  11 
July  16 
July  17 
Aug.  0 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  29 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  27 
Sept.  28 
Sept.  29 
Oct.  1 
Oct.  2 
Oct.      8 


1898. 
May  2 
June  9 
June  11 
June  21 
July  3 
July  14 
July  26 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  8 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  17 


1898. 
Apr.  16 
Apr.  29 
May  1 
May  2 
May  4 
May  16 
May  19 
May  26 
May  27 
May  30 
June  8 
July  2 
July  5 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  17 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  25 


1898. 


July'io 
July  12 

'July  21' 
July  24 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  13 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


June  14 
June  15 
July  3 
July  5 
July  10 

Do. 
July  12 
July  18 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  14 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  27 
Sept.  28 
Sept.  29 
Oct.  1 
Oct.     3 


1898. 
June  6 
June  11 
June  18 
June  26 
July  9 
July  25 
July  30 
Aug.  8 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  12 


1898. 
Apr.  29 
Apr.  80 
May  2 
May  4 
May  13 
May  16 
May  24 
May  26 
May  27 
June  8 
June  27 
•July  5 
Aug.  4 
Aug.    5 

Aug.  20 
Aug.  27 
Sept.  17 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  23 


July  10 
July  11 
July  12 
July  16 
July  24 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  13 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Stranger,  Lieut.  G.  L.  Dyer, 
commanding — Continued. 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia  - .  - 

JS'ewport  Is'ews,  Va 

Hampton  Koa^ts,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia 

Newport  News,  Va 

Norfolk,  Va 


Suwance,  Lieut.  Commander 
D.  Delehanty,  command- 
ing. 

[Transferred  to  Navy  Depart- 
ment Mar.  24,  1898.  Re- 
turned to  Treasury  Depart- 
ment Aug.  11, 1898.] 

Jacksonville,  Fla 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Do 

Do 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

ManzanUlo,  Cuba 


Sylph,  Lieut.  W.  J.  Maxwell, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  Aug.  18, 1898.] 

League  Island,  Pa 

Marshalla  Point,  Maryland. . . 

"Washington,  D.  C 

Alexandria,  Va 

Washington,  D.  C 

Mount  "V  ernon,  Virginia 

"Washington,  1).  C 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia" 

Washington,  D.  C 

Mount  "v  ernon,  Virginia 

Washington,  D.  C 

Sylvia,  Lieut.GEO.  H.  Peters, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  June  29, 1898. 

Out  of  commission  Sept.  16, 

1898J 

New  York,  N.Y 

ChesapeakeBay 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Navy -yard,  Norfolk,  Va 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Chesapeake  Bay 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 


Tacoma,  Lieut.  J.  S.  Waters, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  July  18, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  3, 
1898.] 

Pensacola,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Pensacola,  Fla 

New  Orleans,  La 

I'ensacola,  Fla 


Talbot,  Lieut.  W.  R.  Shoe- 
maker, commanding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  4, 1898.] 

Newport,  R.I 

New  York,  N.Y 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  26 

Aug.  27 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  17 


1898. 
May  12 
May  14 
June  15 
July  2 
July  15 
July  18 
July  20 
July  22 


1898. 


Aug.  28 
Aug.  29 
--.do  -.. 
...do... 
Sept.  1 
— do  ... 
Sept.  4 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  28 
— do  ... 


1897. 


July  23 
July  24 
July  25 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  26 
Sept.  10 


1898. 


July  31 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  28 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


June  26 


1898. 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  26 

Aug.  27 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  17 


1898. 
May  13 
May  30 
June  19 
July  3 
July  18 
July  20 
July  22 
July  28 


1898. 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  29 

Do! 

Sept.    1 

Do. 
Sept.   3 
Sept.   4 
Sept.  28 


1897. 
July  21 
July  21 
July  25 
July  26 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  26 
Sept.  10 


1898. 
July  29 
Aug.   4 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  26 


1898. 
Jane  24 
June  26 
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Name  of  vessel  and  port 
Tiaited. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Talbot,  Lieut.  W.  E.  Shob- 
MAKBH,  commanding — Con- 
tinued. 

AnnapoUs,  Md 

Norfolk,  Va 

Ocracoke  Inlet,  North  Caro- 
lina   

Southport,N.O 

Wilmington,  N.  C 

Femandina,  Fla 

Key  "West,  rla 

Do 

Piedraa  Cay,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Ty  bee  Eoads,  Georgia 

Southport,  N.  0 

Hampton  Eoads,  Yirginia. . . 

Smiths  Point,  Virginia 

Annapolis,  Md 

Chester,  Pa 

New  Xork  (navy- j  ard) 

Tecumseh,  Lieut.  G-.  E. 
Evans,  commanding,  Ee- 
lieved  by  Lieut.  E.  J. 
BaeEY,  Sept.  14, 1898. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  6,  1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  21, 
1898.] 

NewYork,N.Y 

Norfolk, -Va 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Ofi"  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Oflt  Havana.  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Kffy  West,  Fla 

On  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off'^Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Matanzas,  Cuba 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia. .  - 

Norfolk,  Va 

Do 

Hampton  Eoads,  Yirgiuia. . . 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia.  -  - 
Norfolk,  Va 


1898. 
June  28 
June  29 

June  30 
July    1 

July  '7' 
July  10 
July  28 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  21 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  5 
Sept.    6 


1898. 


Terror,  Capt.  Niooll  Lud- 
low, commanding. 

New  York  (navy-yard) 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del  . . . 
Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia  .  - . 

Lambert  Point,  Virginia 

Torktown,  Va 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia — 

Norfolk.  Ta 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia.  - . 
Lambert  Point,  Virginia 


Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia  - 


Apr.  14 
Apr.  IS 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  26 
Apr.  28 
Apr.  30 
May  1 
May  i 
May  6 
May  7 
May  17 
May  20 

do  ... 

May  23 
May  24 
May  31 
June  14 
June  23 
July  8 
July  14 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  13 

Aug.  21 

Aug.  29 

Aug.  3i 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  17 


1897. 
May  24 
Oct.  20 
Oct.  22 
Nov.  1 
Nov.  5 
Nov.  17 
Nov.  22 
Dec.  3 
Dec.  23 


Dec.   24 


June  28 
June  30 

July    1 

Do. 
July  6 
July  8 
July  28 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  20 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  5 
Sept.    6 


Apr.  12 
Apr.  16 
Apr.  19 
Apr.  25 
Apr.  27 
Apr.  30 
May  1 
May  4 
May  5 
May  7 
May  16 
May  19 
May  20 
May  23 
May  24 
May  30 
June  13 
June  22 
July  7 
July  13 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  7 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  13 

Bo. 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  29 

Do! 

Aug.  31 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  17 


1897. 
May  24 
Oct.  21 
Nov.  1 
Nov.  3 
Nov.  17 
Nov.  22 
Dec.  3 
Dec.  22 
Dec.  24 

1898. 
Jan.     9 


Terror,   Capt.  Nicoll  Lud- 
low, commanding — Cont'd. 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Beads,  Virginia.  -  - 

Tompkinaville,  N.  Y 

Norfolk,  Va 

Charleston,^.  C 

Key  West,  ETa 

Cardenas,  Cuba 

San  Juan,  Porto  Eico 

Key  West,  Fla 

Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Cardenas,  Cuba 

(^uantanamo,  Cuba 

CJape  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico. . . 
St.  Thomas,  Danish  West  In- 
dies   

G-uanica,  Porto  Eico 

Ponce,  Porto  Eico 

Guanica,  Porto  Eico 

Mole  St.  Nicolas,  Haiti 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Hampton  Eoads,  Va 

Norfolk,  Va.  (navy -yard) 


Texas,  Capt.  W.  C.Wise,  com- 
manding. Eelieved  by  Capt. 
J.  W.  Phu-ip,  Oct.  18,  1897. 
.Jlelieved  by   Capt.  C.   D. 

SlQSBEB,  Sept.  4,  1898. 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

New  Xork  (navy-yard) 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y . 


Fishers  Island,  New  York.- 
Gravesend  Bay,  New  York. . 

New  York  (navy-yard) 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Portland,  Me 

BarHarbor,Me 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia. .  - 

Newport  News,  Va 

Southern  drill  grounds 

Hampton  Itoada,  Virginia.  - . 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

New  York  (navy- yard) 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Northern  drill  grounds 

Tompkinaville,  N.  Y 


New  York  (navy-yard). 


Cape  Fear,  North  Carolina  - 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Galveston,  Tex 

Dry  Tortugas,  Fla 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virgmia- . 

Newport  News,  Va 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

New  York  (navy-yard) 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia. - 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Off  (Juantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Off  Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cwha, 

Off  Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 


1898. 
Jan.  9 
Feb.  24 
Feb.  28 
Mar.  25 
Mar.  28 
Apr.  2 
Apr.  24 
May  12 
May  19 
June  12 
June  20 
July  H 
July  18 
July  21 
July  26 

--.do  ... 
July  29 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  19 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  26 


1897. 
June  7 
July  4 
July  13 
July  23 
July  25 
July  29 
July  31 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  24 
Sept.  3 
Sept  4 
Sept  6 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  16 

do  -. 

Oct.  10 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  24 
Nov.  12 
Nov.  16 


Nov.  20 

1898. 
Jan.  18 
Jan.  23 
Jan.  25 
Jan.  27 
Feb.  15 
Feb.  26 
Mar.  24 
Mar.  25 
Mar.  26 
Mar.  27 
Apr.  7 
May  18 
May  21 
May  27 
June  11 
....do... 
June  12 
.--.do  --. 
June  13 
....do.. 


Feb.  24 
Feb.  26 
Mar.  24 
Mar.  26 
Mar.  30 
Apr.  22 
May  4 
May  12 
June  11 
June  19 
July  10 
July  17 
July  18 
July  22 
July  20 

July  28 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  18 
Sept.  26 


1897. 
June  30 
July  13 
Julv  23 
July  24 
July  28 
July  31 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  6 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  16 
Oct.  9 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  22 
Nov.  12 
Nov.  16 
Nov.  20 

1898. 
Jan.    15 


Jan.  20 
Jan.  24 
Jan.  27 
Feb.  12 
Feb.  23 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  25 

Do. 
Mar.  27 
Apr.  6 
May  13 
May  19 
May  24 
June  11 

Do. 
June  12 

Do. 
June  13 

Do. 
June  15 
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Name  of  Tesael  and  port 
visited. 


Texas,  Capt.W.  CWiSB,  com- 
mauding,  eto. — Continued. 

Off  Guantanamo,  Cnba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Off  Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Off  Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Off  Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Kio  Tarquina,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

New  Tork  (navy-yard) 

TompkinsvxUe,  S.Y 

Navy -yard.  New  Tork 

Topeka,  Lieut.  J.  J.  Knapp, 
commanding.  Relieved  by 
Commander  "W.  S.  CowLES 
May  4, 1898. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  1, 1898.] 

"Weymouth,  England 

Falmouth,  England 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

New  York  (navy -yard) 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

PortNipe,  (^Juba 

Key  Westma 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  Westiyia 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Port  Francis,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Boads,  Virgiuia 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

New  York  (navy-yard ) 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
June  15 
.-..do.., 
June  23 
...do... 
June  29 
...do  ... 
June  30 
...do  ... 
July  12 
July  13 

July  si' 
Aug.  19 
Sept.    8 


1898. 


Apr.  13 
May  1 
May  2 
July  5 
July  11 
July  13 
July  23 
July  28 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  U 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  20 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  13 


1898. 


Uncas,  Lieut.  F.  E.  Beainaed, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  6, 1898, 

New  York  (navy -yard) 

Sandy  Hook,  N.  y Apr.  14 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia Apr.  17 

Norfolk,Va do  .. 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C Apr.  23 

Key 'West,  Fla Apr.  29 

■West  coast  of  Florida Apr.  30 

Tampa,Fla May    3 

"West coast  of  Florida do  ... 

KeyWest.Fla May    5 

Matanzas,  Cuba May    9 

Key'West,Fla May  11 

Off  Havana,  Cuba May  15 

KeyWestiFla May  16 

OffHavana,Cuba May  18 

Matanzas,  C3nba May  19 

Off  Havana,  Cuba May  31 

Key  "West,  Fla June    1 

Off  Havana,  Cuba June  12 

Off  Cardenas,  Cuba June  13 

Matanzas,  Cuba June  14 

OffHavana,  Cuba do  ... 

Matanzas,  (IJuba June  19 

Off  Havana,  Cuba June  25 

Key  West,  Fla do  ... 

OffHavana,  Cuba July    4 

Off  Matanzas  and  Cardenas, 

Cuba July    5 

Key 'West,  Fla.... -^ July  15 

Northcoast Cuba, cruising...    July  19 

Off  Cardenas,  Cuba July  23 

KevWestiFla July  24 

Off  Havana,  Cuba July  27 

Off  Cardenas,  Cuba do  ... 

Off  Matanzas,  Cuba July  30 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


June  15 
June  23 

Do. 
June  29 

Do. 
June  30 

Do. 
July  12 
July  13 

Do. 
July  25 
Aug.  19 
Sept.    8 


1898. 
Apr.  9 
Apr.  19 
May  2 
June  30 
July  10 
July  11 
July  21 
July  28 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  29 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  12 


1898. 

Apr.  14 

Apr.  16 

Apr.  17 

Apr.  20 

Apr.  25 

Apr.  30 

May  3 

May  5 
May  9 
May  10 
May  15 

bo. 
May  18 
May  19 
May  31 

June  10 
June  13 
June  14 

Do. 
June  19 
June  24 
June  25 
July  3 
July     4 

July  14 
July  19 
July  23 

July  26 
July  27 
July  30 
Aug.  10 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Uncas,  Lieut.  F.  E.  ERAmABD, 
commanding — Continued. 

KeyWest.Fla , 

Hampton  Eoads,  Yirginia 

New  York  (navy -yard) 

Newport,  E.  I 

Vesuvius,  Lieut.  Commander 
J.  E.  PiLLSBTJRY,  command- 
ing. 

Off  St.  Johns  Eiver  Bar,  Flor- 
ida   

Mayport,  Fla 

Boston,  Mass 

Tybee  Eoads,  Georgia , 

Jacksonville,  Fla , 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Off  St.  Johns  Eiver  Bar  . 


Mayport,  Fla 

"Washington,  D.  C 

Norfolk,  Va 

Newport,  E.  I 

Norfolk,  Va 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Do 

Do 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba- 
Do  

Guantanamo 

Charleston,  S.  C 

New  York.N.Y 

Newport,  R.I 

Boston,  Mass 


Vicksburg,  Commander  A.  B. 
H.  LlLLIE,  commauding. 

[Commissioned  Oct."23, 1897.] 

Portsmouth,  N.H 

Newport,  E.  I 

St.  Thomas,  D.  W.  I 

St.  Kitta,  West  Indies 

Martinique,  West  Indies 

St.  Thomas,  West  Indies 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia . . . 

Norfolk,  Va 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba , 

Key  West,  Fla 

OffHavana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade  off  Havana 

Cay  Piedras,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Newport,  E.I 

Montauk  Point  Long  Island  , 

Newport,P.l 

Portsmouth,  N.  H , 

Newport,  R.  1 

Navy -yard,  Norfolk,  Va 


Viking,  Lieut.  H.  Minett, 
commanding.  Relieved 
by  Lieut.  Commander  J.  C. 
"Wilson  July  4, 1898. 

[Commissioned  May  11, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sejit.  22, 
1898.] 

New  York,  N.Y 

Port  Royal,  S.  C 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  Royal,  S.  C 

Hampton  Koada,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va 


1898. 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  28 


1897. 


July  26 
Aug.  1 
Oct.  13 
Oct.    15 

Dec.  19 

1898. 
Mar.  14 
Mar.  19 
Apr.  4 
Apr.  13 
Apr.  29 
May  13 
May  22 
May  28 
June  13 
June  30 
July  19 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  28 
Aug.  31 


1898. 

Jan.  6 
Feb.  6 
Feb.  16 
Mar.  15 
Mar.  18 
Mar.  25 
Apr.  1 
May  1 
May  5 
June  10 
June  20 
July  27 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  28 

Aug.  30 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  23 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


July  18 
July  21 
July  28 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  30 


1898. 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  27 


1897. 
July  25 
July  27 
Oct.  10 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  17 

1898. 
Jan.  6 


Mar.  16 
Apr.  3 
Apr.  12 
Apr.  25 
Mav  7 
May  16 
May  24 
June    9 

July  19 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  28 
Aug.  30 


Jan.  5 
Jan.  16 
Feb.  11 
Mar.  10 
Mar.  17 
Mar.  19 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  26 
May  4 
June  9 
June  19 
July  26 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  28 

Bo. 

Aug.  29 
Sept.  U 
Sept.  21 


1898. 
July  12 
July  19 
July  27 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  30 
Sept.    4 
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Name  of  veaael  and  port 
visited.  "■ 


Yiking,  Lieut.  H.    Minett, 
commanding,  etc.— Cont'd. 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia 

Anuapolis,  Md 

Norfolk,  Va 

Hampton  Eoada,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va 


Waban,  Lieut.  {Junior  Grade) 
J.  I).  ADKINS,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  July  28,  1898. 
Out  of  commission  Aug.  29, 
1898.] 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 


Wasp,  Lieut.  Aaeon  "Ward, 
commanding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  11, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  27, 
1898.] 

New  Xork,  N.  Y 

Key  West,  ria 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Mariel  to  BahiaHoudu,  (Juba. 

Key  West,  Fla 

Sand  Key,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Ola  Bahama  Cbannel 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Dry  Tortugas,  Flu 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Baiquiri,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

ftuantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Siboney,  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

NipeBay,  Cuba 

Fajardo,  Porto  Bico 

Guanica,  Porto  Rico 

Ponce,  Porto  Kico 

Arroyo,  Porto  Kico 

Ponce,  Porto  Bico 

Mayaguez,  Porto  Eico 

Ponce,  Porto  Bico   

Guanica,  Porto  Bico 

San  Juan,  Porto  Bico 

Charleston,  S,  C 

Hampton  Boads,  Virginia  . . . 
Norfolk,  Va.  (navy-yard) 

Wheeling,  Commander  TJ.  Se- 
BBEE,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Aug.  10, 1897.] 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

San  Quentin,  Cal 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Do 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands . . 
Lahaina,  Hawaiian  Islands. . . 

Do 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands. . 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Sausalito,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 

San  Quentin,  Cal 

Do 


Date  of 

arrival. 


1898. 
Sept.  4 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  17 


Aug.    3 
Aug.  21 


Sausalito,  Cal 

Esqulmalt,  British  Columbia. 


May     7 

May  15' 
May  19 
May  21 
May  24 
May  29 
May  31 
June  9 
June  12 
June  15 
June  20 
June  22 
June  23 
...do... 
July  1 
July  10 

July  21' 
July  23 
July  27 

Aug.  15 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  30 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  21 


]897. 


Sept.  18 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  23 
Out.  3 
Oct.  19 
...do... 
Oct.  22 
Not.  16 
Not.  26 
Not.  27 
Doc.  29 
Deo.  30 


.do.. 


189! 
Jan. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
Sept.    8 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  17 


July  28 
Aug.  18 


1898. 
Apr.  26 
May    7 

May  15 
May  19 
May  21 
May  23 
May  27 
May  29 
June  9 
June  11 
June  15 
June  16 
June  22 
Juno  23 

Do. 
June  28 
July  6 
July  10 
July  19 
July  22 
July  23 
July  27 

^0.' 

Aug.  16 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  29 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  18 
Sept.  21 


1897. 
Sept.  18 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  21 
Oct.  19 

Do. 
Oct.  22 
Not.  6 
Not.  23 
Not.  27 
Deo.  29 
Dec.  30 

Do.. 

.  1898. 
Jan.     1 

Jan.     8 


Name  of  Teasel  and  port 
Tisited. 


Wheeling,  CommanderTJ.  Se- 
BBBE,  commanding — Cont'd. 

Comox,  Britisli  Columbia  . . . 

Duncan  Bay,  British  Colum. 
bia 

Alert  Bay,  British  Columbia. 

McLaughlin  Bay,  British  Co- 
lumbia   

Co^hlan  Anchorage,  British 
bia 

Port  Simpson,  British  Colum- 
bia 

Mary  Island,  Alaska 

Metlatahita,  Alaska 

Kitchikan,  Alaska 

Kasaan,  Alaska 

Karta  Bay,  Alaska 

Wrangell,  Alaska 

Finger  Point,  Alaska 

Smndum,  Alaska 

Juneau,  Alaska 

Endicott  KiTer,  Alaska 

Pyramid  Harbor,  Alaska 

Portage  Coto 

Dyea,  Alaska 

Skagway ,  Alaska 

Portage  Coto 

William  Henry  Bay,  Alaska. . 

Funter  Bay,  Alaska 

Killisnoo,  Alaska 

Sitka,  Alaska 

Killisnoo,  Alaska 

Portage  CoTe - 

Skagway,  Alaska 

I>yea,  Alaska 

Skagway,  Alaska 

Funter  Bay,  Alaska 

Hooniah,  Alaska 

Yakutat,  Alaska 

Hooniah,  Alaska 

Killisnoo,  Alaska 

Sitka,  Alaska 

Port  Angeles,  "Wash 

Seattle,  Wash 

Comox,  British  Columbia 

Alert  Bay,  British  Columbia . . 

Swanson  Bay,  British  Colum- 
bia   

Ward  C0T6,  Alaska 

Wrangell 

Wrangell  Strait 

Portage  Goto 

Skagway,  Alaska 

Dyea,  Alaska,  r 

Pablof  Harbor,  Alaska 

Sitka,  Alaska 

Yakutat,  Alaska 

Port  Etches,  Alaska 

Coal  Bay,  Alaska 

Tjyonok,  Alaska 

Sitka,  Alaska 

Ratz  Harbor 

Klewnuggit  Inlet,  Alaska 

McLauj^hlin  Bay,  British  Co- 
lumbia   

Seattle,  Wash 

Bremerton,  Wash 

Seattle,  Wash 

Bremerton,  Wash 

Seattle,  Wash 

Port  Townsend,  VYash 

Safety  CoTe,  British  Columbia 

Sitka,  Alaska 

Dutch  Harbor,  Unalaska 

St.  Michael,  Alaska 

St.  Paul,  Prlbilof  Islands 

Do 

Village  CoTe,  St.  Paul 

St.  George  Tillage,  Pribilof 
Islands 


Date  of 
arriTal. 


1898. 
Jan.     8 

Jan.  9 
Jan.   10 

Jan.   11 

Jan.   12 

Jan.  13 
Jan.  14 
....do.-. 
Jan.  15 
...do... 
...do... 
Jan.  16 
Jan.  17 
Jan.  18 
Jan.  19 
Jan.  20 
Jan.  21 
...do... 
Jan.  22 
...do.. 
...do... 
Jan.  23 
Jan.  24 
...do  ... 
Jan.  25 
Feb.  9 
Feb.  10 
Feb.  11 
...do... 
Feb.  13 
...do... 
Feb.  14 
Feb.  16 
Feb.  18 
Feb.  19 
Feb.  20 
Mar.  30 
Mar.  31 
Apr.  5 
Apr.  6 

Apr.  7 
Apr.  8 
Apr.    9 

do  ... 

Apr.  10 
Apr.  11 

do  ... 

Apr.  12 
Apr.  13 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  24 
Apr.  25 
Apr.  26 
May  1 
May  4 
May    5 

May  6 
May  8 
May  22 
May  24 
June  7 
....do... 
June  9 
June  11 
June  14 
June  23 
June  29 
July    8 

July    9 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
Jan. 


Jan.    10 
Jan.   11 


Jan.    13 

Jan.    14 

Do. 
Jan.   15 

Do. 

Do. 
Jan.  16 
Jan.  17 
Jan.  13 
Jan.  19 
Jan.  20 
Jan.   21 

Do. 
Jan.    22 

Do. 

Do. 
Jan.    23 
Jan.  24 

Do. 
Jan.    25 
Feb.     9 
Feb.    10 
Feb.  11 

Do. 
Feb.   13 

Do. 
Feb.  14 
Feb.  15 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  19 
Feb.  20 
Mar.  27 
Mar.  31 
Apr,  5 
Apr.  6 
Apr.    7 

Apr.    8 
Apr.    9 

Do. 
Apr.  10 
Apr.  11 

Do. 
Apr.  12 
Apr.  13 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  24 
Apr.  26 
Apr.  28 
May  4 
May  5 
May     6 

Do. 
May  22 
May  24 
June    7 

Do. 
June  9 
June  10 
June  12 
June  18 
June  26 
July  5 
July  8 
July    9 

Do. 


.do. ..I       Do. 
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Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


Kame  of  veaael  and  port 
visited. 


Wheeling,  Commantler  U.  Se- 
BREE,  commanding — Cont'd. 

Dutcli  Harbor,  Unalaska 

Do 

Village  Cove,  St.  Paul 

St.  George  Village,  Pribilof 

Islands 

Butch  Harbor,  Unalaska 

St.  Paul,  Kadiak  Island 

Uyak,  Eadiak  Island 

£ariuk,  Kadiak  Island 

Lazy  Bay,  Kadiak  Island  — 

Ancnor  Bay 

Castle  Bay 

Delarof  Harbor,  Ungalsland 

Sand  Point,  Fopof  Island 

Goloi  Island 

Dutcb  Harbor,  Unalaska 

Akutan  Harbor 

Akun  Cove 

Do 

Akutan  Harbor , 

Dutch  Harbor 

St.  George  Village 

Village  Cove,  St.  Paul 

Dutch  Harbor,  Unalaska 

Akun  Cove 

Do 

Do 

Deer  Island 

Popof  Str.,  Unga  Island 

Karluk,  Kadiak  Island 

St.  Paul,  Kadiak  Island 

Port  Etches 

Port  Valdea  Inlet 

Gravina  Point 

Orca 

Uyak,  Kadiak  Island 

Karluk,  Kadiak  Island 

Sand  Point,  Popof  Island 

Belkofski 

Ikatan  Bay 

Dutch  Harbor 

St.  Michael 

Do 

Dutch  Harbor,  Unalaska 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Tfilmtngton,  Commander  C. 
C.  Todd,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  May  13, 1897.] 

Norfolk,  Va 

Wilmington,  Del 

Annapolis,  Md 

Norfolk,  Va 


St.  Thomas,  'West  Indies 

Pointe  a  Pitre,  Guadeloupe. . . 

Basse  Terre,  Guadeloupe 

Port  Castries,  St.  Lucia 

Kingstown,  St.  Vincent 

Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad 

LaBrea,  Trinidad 

Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad 

St.  George,  Grenada 

La  Guayra,  Venezuela 

Bridgetown,  Barbados 

Port  de  !France,  Martinique  . . 

Port  Castries,  St.  Lucia 

Bridgetown,  Barbados 

Port  Castries,  St.  Lucia 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Key  West,  Ma 

Jacksonville,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Matanzas,  Cuba 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Mariel,  Cuba I 


July  10 
July  11 
July  19 

July  20 
July  21 
July  26 
July  29 
July  30 
July  31 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  3 
Aug.    i 

Aug.  5 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  13 

(To  -- 

Aug.  14 

Aug.  21 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  29 
do  .. 


-do. 


Aug.  31 
Sept.  1 
Sept.    3 

do  - . . 

Sept.  5 
Sept.  6 
Sept.  7 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  11 

do  ... 

Sept.  13 
Sept.  14 

do ... 

Sept.  15 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  3D 


1897. 
Sept.  12 
Nov.  22 
Nov.  30 
Dec.     3 

1898. 
Jan.  7 
Jan.  12 
Jan.  16 
Jan.  18 
Jan.  21 
Jan.  23 
Feb.  3 
....do... 
Feb.  4 
Feb.  12 
Mar.  2 
Mar.  3 
Mar.  10 
Mar.  11 
Mar.  17 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  26 
Mar.  30 
Apr.  11 
Apr.  28 
, . . .do  . . . 
...do  ... 
May    4 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
July  11 
July  18 
July  20 

Do. 

July  23 
July  29 
July  30 
July  31 
Aug.    1 

Aug.  4 
Aug.    5 

Aug.  ii 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 

Aug.  20 
Aug.  23 

Do. 
Aug.  27 
Aug.  29 

Aug.  31 
Sept.  1 
Sept. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept.  _ 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  14 

Sept.  15 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  23 
Sept.  26 
Oci.     1 


1897. 
Nov.  19 
Nov.  28 
Dec.     2 
Dec.   31 

1898. 
Jan.  11 
Jan.  16 
Jan.  17 
Jan.  21 
Jan.  22 
Feb.     3 

Do. 

Do. 
Feb.  10 
Feb.  27 
Mar.  2 
Mar.  9 
Mar.  10 
Mar.  16 
Mar.  17 
Mar.  23 
Mar.  28 
Apr.  9 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  28 

Do. 
May    4 

bo. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Wilmington,  Commander  C.C. 
Todd,  commanding  —  Con- 
tinued. 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Ca^  Frances,  Cuba 

Off^Cardenas,  Cuba 

Cay  Frances,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Cardenas,  Cuba 

Off  Matanzas,  Cuba 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Matanzas,  Cuba 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Off  Cardenas,  Cuba 

Nicholas  andBahamaCbaunel! 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Siboney,  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Cuatro  Heaies  Channel,  Cuba. 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur,  Cuba 

Cuatro  Keales  Channel,  Cuba. 

Guayabal,  Cuba 

Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Guayabal,  Cuba — 

Sania  Cruz  del  Sur,  Cuba 

Jucaro,  Cuba 

Tunas,  Cuba 

Juoaro,  Cuba 

PinguePass,  Cuba 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur,  Cuba 

Guayabal,  Cuba 

Cuatro  Keales  Channel,  Cuba. 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba 

Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia  — 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 


Windom,Capt.  S.  E.  Magdihe, 
E.  C.  S.,  commanding. 

[Transferred  to  Navy  Depart- 
ment Mar.  24,  1898.  lie- 
turned  to  Treasury  Depart- 
ment Aug.  11, 1898.  ] 

Norfolk,  Va 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade 

Key  West,  Fla 

Do 

Do 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 


Winslow,  Lieut.  J.  B.  Beb- 
nadou,  commanding,  Ke- 
lieved  by  Lieut.  A.  P.  Nib- 
lack,  Aug.  16, 1898. 

[Commissioned  Sept.  15, 1897.] 

Norfolk,  Va 


Do. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


May  4 
May     6 

.^lo.'. 
May  10 
May  11 
May  15 
May  17 
May  18 

'.'.'.'.do'.'.'. 
May  19 

....do... 
May  20 
May  23 

iiay  26' 
June  8 
June  27 
July  8 
July  9 
July  12 
July  13 
July  14 

do  ... 

July  10 

....do  ... 
July  17 
July  18 
July  19 
July  20 
July  21 
July  22 
July  23 

July  24 

July  25 
July  29 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  23 
Sept.  1 
Sept.    2 


1898. 


May  4 
May  8 
May  14 
May  24 
May  25 
May  28 
June  17 
July  8 
Aug.    2 


1897. 
Dec.   29 

1898. 
Jan.     3 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
May  5 
May  6 
May  7 
May  9 
May  10 
May  n 
May  15 
May  17 
May  18 

May  19 

Do. 

Do. 
May  23 

bo. 
May  26 
June  8 
June  26 
July  5 
July  9 
July  12 
July  13 

i)o. 
July  14 
July   16 

Do. 
July   17 
July   18 
July  19 
July  20 

Do. 
July  22 

Do. 
July   23 
July  21 

Do. 
July  25 
July  28 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  3 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  29 
Sept.    2 


1898. 
Apr.  30 
May  8 
May  13 
May  23 
May  25 
May  27 
June  16 
July  7 
Aug.  1 
Aug.    9 


1898. 
Jan.     3 


Jau.     6 
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Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Winslow,  Lieut.  J.  B.  Bbe- 
KADOU,  commaiiding:,  etc. — 
Continued. 

Delaware  Breakwater 

Navy-yard,  New  York 

Newport,  K.  I 

Delaware  Breakwater 

Norfolk,  Va 

Charleston,  S.  G 

Key  West,  fla 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Blockade  off  Havana 

Blockade  off  Matanzas 

Key  "West,  Fla 

Blockade  off  Havana 

Blockade  oif  Cardenas 

Key  West,  Fla 

Blockade  off  Matanzas 

Blockade  ofl'  Cardenas 

Key  West,  ria 

Do 

Mobile,  Ala 

Do 

Key  West,  Fla 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 

Hampton  lloads,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va 

Navy-yard,  New  York 


Wanipatuck,    Lieut.  C.    W. 
JuNQEN,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  6, 1898.] 

Navy- yard,  TSew  York 

Navy-yardj  Norfolk,  Va 

Naval  station.  Port  Eoyal 

Navalstation,  Key  West 

Havana  blockade .'. 

Key  West,  Ma 

Sau  Juan,  Porf  o  Bico 

Off  Santiago,  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Mole  St.  N  icolas,  Haiti 

Havana  blockade 

Key  West,  Fla 

Havana  blockade 

Key  Weat,  Fla 

Beudezvous  off  Tortugas,  Fla. 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Baiquiri,  Cuba 

Siboney,  Cuba 

Playa  del  Esle,  Cuba 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Cape  Cruz  blockade 

Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Anchorage  west  end  of  B  uen  a 

Esperanga  bank 

Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Playa  del  Este,  Cuba 

Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Cay  Media  Luna,  Cuba 

Cape  Cruz,  Cuba 

Guayabal,  Cuba 

Manzanillo,  Cuba 

Playa  del  Este,  Cub? 

Key  West,  Fla 

Lynn  Haven  Bay,  Virginia-  - 
Hampton  Boada,  Virginia . . . 
Lambert  Point,  Virginia 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Jan.  7 
Jan.  8 
Jan.  U 
Jan.  18 
Jan.  27 
Jan.  30 
Mar.  7 
Mar.  14 
Mar.  20 
Mar.  23 
Mar.  24 
Mar.  26 
Mar.  28 
Mar.  29 
Mar.  31 
Apr.  2 
Apr.  3 
Apr.  4 
Apr.  7 
Apr.  24 

do  ... 

Apr.  25 
Apr.  27 
Apr.  28 
Apr.  29 
May    4 

iiay  12 
J  une  8 
July  2 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  24 


-do  . 


Aug.  27 


1898. 
Apr.  6 
Apr.  17 
Apr.  25 
Apr.  28 
Apr.  30 
May  2 
May  12 
May  16 
May  19 
May  20 
May  23 
May  24 
J  une  9 
June  12 
J  line  15 
J  Line  19 
J  une  22 
J  une  23 
June  24 
J  une  29 
June  30 
...-do... 


..-.do.. 
July  1 
J  uly  2 
July  8 
July  10 
July  11 
July  17 
July  18 
July  20 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  23 

do .  - 

Aug.  24 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
Jan.  8 
Jan.  13 
Jan.  13 
Jan.  25 
Jan.  30 
Mar.  5 
Mar.  11 
Mar.  20 
Mar.  23 
Mar.  24 
Mar.  20 
Mar.  28 
Mar.  29 
Mar.  31 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  3 
Apr.  4 
Apr.  7 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  24 
Apr.  25 
Apr.  27 

Do. 
Apr.  28 
May    4 

May  12 
June  8 
Juno  28 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  16 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  26 


1898. 
Apr.  15 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  26 
Apr.  29 
May  1 
May  4 
May  12 
May  18 
May  19 
May  20 
May  23 
June  9 
June  11 
June  14 
June  15 
June  22 
June  23 
June  24 
June  28 
June  29 
June  30 
Do. 

July    1 

July  6 
July  10 
July  11 
July  17 
July  18 
July  19 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  24 
Do. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


IVampatuck,  Lieut.  C.  W. 
JUNQEN,  commanding- 
Continued. 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia 

Navy-yard,  New  York 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

League  Island,  Pa 

Tompkinsville,  N.  T 

Navy-yard,  New  York 

Wyandotte,  Lieut-  J.  B.  Mil- 
ton, commanding.  Relieved 
by  Lieut.  T.  I.  Madge,  June 
22, 1898. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  30, 1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  20, 


Date  of 
arrival. 


New  Haven,  Conn  . , 

Boston,  Mass 

League  Island,  Pa. . 


1898. 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  26 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  4 
Sept.  9 
Sept.  14 
Sept.  15 


Yale,  Capt.  W.  C.  Wise,  com- 
manding. 

[Commissioned  May  2,  1898. 
Out  of  commission  Sept.  2, 
1898.] 

New  York,N.Y 

Off  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico 

St.  Thomas,  Danish  West  In- 
dies   

Off  San  Juan.  Porto  Kico 

Cape  Haitien,  Haiti 

Do 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Off  Port  Antonio,  Jamaica  -  -  - 

Newport  News,  Va 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Key  West,  Fla 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Guauica,  Porto  Eico 

New  York,  N.Y 

Guantanamo,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Montauk  Point,  New  York . . . 
New  York,  N.Y 


Taukce,  Commander  W.  H- 
Brownson,  commanding. 
Believed  by  Lieut.  John 
Hdbbaed,  Sept.  20, 1898. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  14, 1898.] 

Navy- yard.  New  York 

Provincetown,  Mass 

Block  Island,  New  York 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del-  -  - 

Tompkinsville,  N.Y 

Santiago  blockade 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Santiago  blockade 

St.  Nicolas  Mole,  Haiti 

Santiago  blockade 

Port  Antonio,  Jamaica 

Montego  Bay,  Jamaica 

Santiago  blockade 

Cionfuegos  blockade 

Santiago  blockade 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Cienf uegos  blockade 

Isle  of  Pines  blockade 

Key  West,  Fla :.. 

Tompkinsville,  N.Y 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Do 


May  19 
Sept.    9 


1898. 

iiay     6 

May  14 
May  16 
May  18 
May  20 
May  22 
May  28 
June  3 
June  27 
July  3 
July  5 
July  11 
July  17 
July  25 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  15 

do  ... 

Aug.  23 
Aug.  27 


1898. 
Apr.  14 
May  12 
May  14 
Mav  19 
May  25 
June  3 
June  7 
...do  ... 
June  9 
June  10 
....do.., 
June  11 
June  12 
June  13 
June  16 
June  17 
June  19 
June  25 
June  28 
July  6 
July  13 
July  21 
July  29 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
Aug.  25 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  4 
Sept.  6 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  15 


1898. 
May  17 
Sept.    5 


May  2 
May  13 

May  15 
May  17 
May  18 
May  21 
May  28 
May  29 
June  2.1 
June  29 
July  3 
July  8 
July  17 
July  21 
July  26 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  26 


1898. 
May  11 
Mav  13 
May  14 
May  19 
May  29 
June    7 

Do. 
June   8 
June   9 
June  10 
June  11 

Do. 
June  12 
June  15 
June  17 
June  18 
June  24 
June  27 
July  3 
July  12 
July  17 
July  29 
Aug.    1 
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Movements  of  vessels — Continued. 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 

Date  ol 
arrival. 

lankee,  Commander  "W.  H. 
Brownson,     commandiDi^, 
etc.— Continued. 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Caba 

Castle  Island  blockade 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Tompkinaville,  N.  Y 

1898. 
Aug.    3 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  28 
Aug.  31 
Sept.    4 
§ept.  19 

1898. 
May    16 
June  18 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Tanktou,  Lieut.  Commander 
J.  D.  Adams,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  May  16,  1808.] 

Norfolk  Va 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia 

June  27 

Santiago  rle  Cuba 

July  21 

Aug.    1 
.Aug.  17 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia 

Norfolk,  Va 

Aug.  22 
Sept.  17 

1897. 

Torktown,  Commander  C.  H. 

Stockton,  commanding. 

[Out  of  commission  Dec.  8, 
1897.  J 

July  21 
Sept.  17 
Sept.  27 

Yokohama,  Japan 

Bate  of 
depar- 
ture. 


1898. 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  ilO 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  18 


1898. 
June  18 
June  19 
June  25 
July  20 
July  21 
July  30 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  19 
Sept.  17 


1897. 
July  19 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  22 
Oct.      3 


Name  of  vessel  and  port 
visited. 


Yorktown,  Commander  C.  H. 
Stockton,  commanding — 
Continued. 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands. 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Mare  Island,  Cal 


ToEiemite,  Commander  W.  H. 
Emoby,  commanding. 

[Commissioned  Apr.  13, 1898.] 

Newport  News,  Va 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  - . 

Key  West,  .Ela 

Off  Havana,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Iviugston,  Jamaica 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

San  Juan,  Porto  Kico , 

St.  Thomas,  Danish  "West  In 

dies 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia .  - . 

League  Island,  Fa 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

Delaware  Breakwater.  Drl '. . 
Fort  Pond  Bay,  New  York . . . 

League  Island,  Pa 

Tompkinsville,  N.  Y 

League  Island.  Pa 

Mole  St.  Nicholas,  Haiti 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginia .  - . 
League  Island,  Pa 


Date  of 
arrival. 


1898. 
Oct.    16 
Nov.  17 
Nov.  IS 


1898. 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


May  17 
June  2 
June  7 
June  10 
...do... 
June  11 
Juue  16 
June  19 
....do... 
June  25 

July  15 
July  22 
Aug.  16 
.Aug.  24 
Aug.  28 
Aug.  29 
Aug.  31 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  4 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  22 


Nov.     8 
Nov.  18 


1898. 
May  17 
May  30 
June  7 
June  8 
June  10 
Jane  11 
June  12 
June  17 
June  19 
June  23 
July  15 

July  18 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  28 
Aug.  29 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  19 


The  cruising  reports  of  the  following  vessels  not  being  complete  at 
tlio  date  of  going  to  press,  it  is  impossible  to  furnish  detailed  reports 
of  their  cruise : 


Active,  Auxiliary  Naval  P'orce,  Pacific 
coast. 

Abarenda,  collier,  North  Atlantic  Sta- 
tion. 

Aileen,  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  New 
York. 

Brutus,  collier,  Philippine  Islands. 

Chickasavir,  Auxiliary  Naval  Force, 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

Caesar,  collier,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Cassius,  collier.  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Corwin,  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  Pacific 
coast. 

Leyden,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Mangrove,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Grant,  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  Pacific 
coast. 

Hamilton,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Hudson,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Huntress,  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  New 
York. 

St.  Paul,  special  service  (North  Atlan- 
tic). 


St.  Louis,  special  service,  North  Atlantic. 

Nanshan,  supply  ship,  Philippine 
Islands. 

Nero,  collier,  Philippine  Islands. 

Rush,  Auxiliary  Naval  Force,  Pacific 
coast. 

Saturn,  collier.  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Sioux,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Supply,  North  Atlantic  Station.  (Sup- 
ply and  refrigerating  ship.) 

Vixen,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Vulcan,  repair  ship.  North  Atlantic  Sta- 
tion and  at  Caimauera,  Cuba. 

McCuUoch,  dispatch  boat,  Philippine 
Islands. 

MoLane,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Manning,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Mayfloiver,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

■Woodbury,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Zafiro,  supply  ship,  Philippine  Islands. 

Alert,  Pacific  Station. 

Raleigh,  Asiatic  Station,  Philippine 
Islands. 
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H. 

kjepoet  of  the  supeeikteitoent  of  the  coast  signal  service. 

Navy  Depaetment, 
Office  of  Coast  Signal  Service, 

Washington,  October  1, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  inception, 
organization,  working,  and  utility  of  the  Coast  Signal  Service,  of  which 
I  was  placed  in  charge,  as  superintendent,  on  May  9,  1898,  and  to  sug- 
gest certain  changes  in  the  service  which  seem  to  me  to  be  necessary 
after  the  practical  trial  which  has  been  given  it. 

This  service  was  organized  in  conformity  with  the  recommendations 
of  a  board,  convened  by  order  of  the  Department  on  October  18, 1897, 
"for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  establishment  of  coast  signal  sta- 
tions for  naval  defense."  It  is  of  interest  to  note  how  far  it  was  possi- 
ble to  carry  out  the  suggestions  of  the  board  under  actual  conditions, 
and  in  what  respects  it  was  necessary  to  modify  them,  and  I  therefore 
append  the  orders  creating  this  board,  together  with  its  report  (Appen- 
dix A).  I  also  call  attention  to  correspondence  in  regard  to  the 
establishment  of  coast  signal  stations  subsequent  to  the  report  of  the 
board,  and  designed  to  carry  out  its  recommendations  (Appendix  B). 

On  March  15, 1898,  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  issued  orders  to  Oapt. 
Caspar  F.  Goodrich,  U.  S.  N.,  president  of  the  Naval  War  College,  to 
make  and  report  with  all  practical  dispatch  a  preliminary  plan  of 
arrangement  for  the  establishment  of  a  coast  signal  service  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  seaboard.  Captain  Goodrich  made  his  report,  closely 
following  the  recommendations  of  the  board  above  referred  to,  and 
contemplating  the  employment  of  the  officers  and  signalmen  of  the 
various  State  naval  militias,  as  therein  recommended.  On  April  9, 
1898,  orders  were  issued  to  him  to  establish  the  coast-line  system  of 
signal  stations  according  to  the  plan  outlined  by  him,  consulting  from 
time  to  time  with  the  Strategic  Board,  which  was  then  considering  the 
policy  of  the  Department  in  matters  of  offense  and  defense.  Copies 
of  the  orders  and  correspondence  are  hereto  attached  (Appendix  C). 
By  a  reference  to  these  it  will  be  seen  that  the  coast  was  divided  into 
seven  districts,  with  an  officer  in  command  of  each. 

Captain  Goodrich  established  his  headquarters  in  New  York  City,  on 
board  the  U.  S.  S.  New  Hampshire  (the  armory  of  the  First  Naval 
Battalion  of  New  York),  a>nd  on  April  22,  1898,  telegraphed  to  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  Naval  Militias  of  the  seaboard  States  from 
Massachusetts  to  Louisiana,  and  to  J.  H.  Hawley,  esq.,  of  Galveston, 
Tex.,  as  follows: 

Establish  and  man  coast  signal  stations  already  determined  by  me.  Lowest  bids, 
greatest  ecomony,  most  speed,  necessary.  Let  crews  sign  temporary  agreement, 
pending  receipt  of  enlistment  forms.  No  heliographs  needed.  Send  further  com- 
munications to  superintendent.  New  York.     (Appendix  D.) 

On  April  23, 1898,  Captain  Goodrich  having  been  ordered  to  sea, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  appointed  Capt.  Theodore  F.  Kane,  U.  S.  N., 
retired,  as  superintendent  of  the  Coast  Signal  Service,  and  designated 
his  assistants.  A  copy  of  these  orders  is  attached  (Appendix  E). 
The  assistants  named  were  already  familiar  with  the  plan  adopted  by 
the  Department  in  all  its  details,  and  had  selected  competent  quarter- 
masters, signalmen,  and  telegraph  operators  from  the  naval  militias. 
Within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  that  Captain  Goodrich  sent 
the  telegram  above  quoted,  the  men  had  proceeded  to  the  points  desig- 
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nated  as  locations  for  signal  stations  and  had  reported.  They  were 
for  the  most  part  equipped  with  signal  gear  belonging  to  the  various 
States,  and  took  with  them  tents  and  camp  outfits,  with  which  they 
established  temporary  quarters.  As  rapidly  as  possible  the  shelter 
houses  and  apparatus  ordered  in  accordance  with  Captain  Goodrich's 
instructions  were  forwarded,  so  that  in  a  week  from  that  time  all  the 
stations,  except  those  at  the  most  outlying  points,  were  fully  established 
and  equipped. 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  the  Department,  dated  May  9, 1898 
(Appendix  F),  I  relieved  Captain  Kane  as  superintendent  of  the  serv- 
ice, and  transferred  its  headquarters  to  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  Oflftce 
of  Naval  Intelligence  in  the  Navy  Department,  and  organized  the  ofBce 
force  with  Lieut.  Frank  B.  Anderson,  U.  S.  N.,  as  my  assistant.  This 
ofQcer,  while  in  the  naval  militia  of  the  State  of  New  York,  had  been 
a  voluntary  member  of  the  board  which  laid  out  the  system  of  "  Coast 
Signal  Stations  for  Naval  Defense"  (see  Appendix  A),  and  had  assisted 
Captain  Goodrich  and  Captain  Kane  in  turn,  and  he,  together  with 
Lieut.  Edwin  C.  Weeks,  IJ.  S.  N.,  formerly  navigating  officer  of  the 
First  Naval  Battalion,  New  York,  attended  to  the  work  at  headquar- 
ters in  the  most  satisfactory  and  efficient  manner  until  the  Coast  Signal 
Service  was  discontinued.  Pay  Director  L.  G.  Billings,  U.  S.  N.,  retired, 
was  ordered  to  headquarters  to  act  as  pay  officer  of  the  service,  and 
has  conducted  his  office  with  such  care  and  precision  that  the  accounts 
have  all  been  readily  and  promptly  settled.  Lieut.  Commander  Edward 
D.  Taussig,  U.  S.  N.,  and  P.  A.  Surg.  Charles  H.  T.  Lowndes,  U.  S.  N., 
were  at  once  sent  to  examine  and  enlist  the  men  on  the  signal  stations 
north  of  Cape  Henry,  Virginia,  and  Lieut.  George  L.  Dyer,  U.  S.  N., 
and  P.  A.  Surg.  H.  N.  T.  Harris,  U.  S.  N.,  performed  similar  duties  at 
the  stations  south  of  that  point. 

This  preliminary  organization,  when  complete,  contained  8  (instead 
of  7)  districts,  in  which  were  distributed  36  signal  stations,  officered 
and  manned  entirely  from  the  State  naval  militias,  which  contributed 
the  following  quotas,  viz : 


states. 


Officers. 


Men. 


Massachusetts . . 
Hhode  Island ..- 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania .  - . 

Virginia 

North  Carolina . 
South  Carolina. . 

Georgia 

Florida 

Louisiana 


41 
5 

25 
5 
5 
5 


10 
62 
19 


Total . 


210 


The  equipment  furnished  the  stations  consisted  of  International  Code 
flags  and  books,  "wig-wag  flags,"  "shapes"  (cones  and  drums),  power- 
ful telescopes  and  binoculars ;  and,  for  night  use,  torches  and  an  impro- 
vised "Ardois"  system  of  red  and  white  lights.  No  pigeon  cotes  were 
provided,  as  the  vessels  with  which  it  was  designed  to  communicate 
were  not  furnished  with  carrier-pigeon  outfits.  At  each  station  quarters 
were  built  for  the  crew  and  a  90-foot  mast  erected,  carrying  a  40-foot 
yard.  In  some  instances  signal  towers  were  built.  The  photographs 
of  the  various  stations  and  masts,  and  a  full  set  of  working  drawings 
Ab,  98 71 
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of  the  quarters,  a  map  showing  the  location  of  the  signal  stations,  and 
blue  prints  of  telephone  connections  have  been  filed  in  the  Office  of 
Naval  Intelligence  for  future  reference,  and  are  hereby  referred  to  and 
made  a  part  of  this  report.  Each  station  was  provided  with  a  telegraph 
or  telephone  outfit,  or  with  both.  In  most  cases  the  stations  were 
"  looped  "  into  the  Life-Saving  Service  lines,  whi(5h  ran  along  the  beach. 

The  crews  of  the  stations  consisted  of  one  chief  quartermaster,  three 
quartermasters  of  the  second  class,  and  one  landsinan.  At  several  of 
the  most  important  poiats  an  extra  telegraph  operator,  rated  as  quarter- 
master of  the  second  class,  was  allowed.  The  men  were  divided  into 
watches  and  armed  with  Springfield  rifles,  and  a  daily  and  weekly 
"Routine  of  exercise  and  drill"  was  issued,  the  manner  of  the  perform- 
ance of  which  was  entered  in  the  log.  An  inspection  of  the  stations  in 
each  district  was  made  once  in  every  two  weeks  by  the  ofi&cer  in  charge, 
who  reported  to  headquarters. 

As  soon  as  the  stations  had  been  established  each  was  furnished  with 
a  log  book,  prepared  and  printed  for  the  special  use  of  the  coast  signal 
service,  and  with  forms  for  weekly  transcripts  from  the  log ;  also  forms 
for  quarterly  returns  of  property.  Copies  of  the  various  forms  prepared 
and  used  are  annexed  for  future  guidance  (Appendix  H).  The  station 
logs  were  kept  from  day  to  day,  and  when  the  weekly  transcripts  from 
them  were  received  at  headquarters  all  the  incidents  of  the  week,  the 
drills  and  exercises,  and  every  signal  made  or  observed,  could  be  noted. 
Lists  of  the  stations  were  prepared  and  issued  to  the  various  steamship 
companies  (Appendix  I);  a  "Notice  to  mariners"  was  furnished  to  the 
Associated  Press  and  by  it  to  every  newspaper  in  the  country  (Appen- 
dix J),  and  "Eegulations"  for  the  government  of  the  coast  signal  service 
were  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  promulgated  on  June  15,  1898 
(Appendix  K). 

The  necessity  of  covering  the  long  stretches  of  coast  between  these 
isolated  stations  was  at  once  apparent,  and  the  value  of  the  cooperation 
of  the  Life-Saving  Service  and  the  United  States  Light-House  and 
Weather  Bureau  systems  became  self-evident.  The  crews  of  the  Life- 
Saving  Service  for  ten  mouths  in  the  year  (August  to  May)  constantly 
patrol  the  beaches  from  Maine  to  Texas,  and  no  vessel  can  approach 
within  sight  of  the  coast  and  escape  their  attention,  while  the  light- 
house keepers  and  observers  of  the  Weather  Bureau  have  exceptional 
facilities  for  noting  the  approach  of  ships.  The  stations  of  the  coast 
signal  service  were  forthwith  connected  with  the  general  telegraph 
and  telephone  systems  of  the  country  and  with  the  Life-Saving  Service 
telephone  lines  that  link  together  their  stations  along  the  coast.  When 
these  arrangements  had  been  completed,  the  observing  powers  of  the 
210  naval  militiamen  at  the  36  stations  of  the  coast  signal  service 
were  reinforced  by  the  watchful  crews  of  the  life-saving  stations, 
including  1,443  men;  the  alert  light  keepers  in  the  light- houses,  num- 
bering 850,  and  the  personnel  of  the  Weather  Bureau,  a  total  number  of 
33  observers.  Thus,  an  aggregate  of  2,526  men  were  on  the  lookout  for 
the  approach  of  an  enemy's  vessel  or  a  suspicious  craft  of  any  sort,  and 
ready  to  report  the  movements  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  our  own 
forces,  including  all  the  auxiliary  ships  and  transports. 

The  branches  of  the  Government  service  which  cooperated  with  the 
Coast  Signal  Service,  as  above  described,  promptly  and  efficiently  per- 
formed the  extra  work  entailed,  and  the  cordial  interest  displayed  by 
General  Superintendent  S.  I.  Kimball,  of  the  Life-Saving  Service,  at 
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once  made  effective  the  arrangements  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Correspondence  relating  to  this  matter  is  hereto  annexed 
(Appendix  L).  Owing  to  the  fact  that,  under  the  existing  law,  the 
crews  of  the  Life-Saving  Service  would  be  laid  off  during  the  months 
of  June  and  July,  it  was  important  to  obtain  the  prompt  passage  of  a 
bill  authorizing  the  retention  during  these  months  of  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  surftnen  to  thoroughly  patrol  the  coast  and  to  keep  the  majority 
of  the  life-saving  stations  open  and  in  commission.  A  copy  of  this  bill 
and  the  report  made  thereon  by  the  Committee  on  Interstate  and  For- 
eign Commerce  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  is  annexed  (Appendix 
M).    The  bill  became  a  law  on  the  7th  day  of  June,  1898. 

As  most  of  the  stations  of  the  Coast  Signal  Service  were  located  at 
points  many  miles  from  towns  or  settlements,  it  was  at  once  necessary 
to  provide  for  the  medical  care  of  the  men  in  case  of  accident  or  illness, 
and  arrangements  were  made  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
whereby  Supervising  Surg.  Gen.  Walter  Wyman  issued  a  circular  to 
the  officers  of  the  Marine- Hospital  Service,  directing  them  to  render 
medical  aid  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Coast  Signal  Service 
(Appendix  N).  This  enabled  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  Coast  Signal 
Service  districts  to  send  their  sick  to  the  nearest  marine  hospital;  but 
fortunately  no  necessity  ever  arose  to  take  advantage  of  this  arrange- 
ment. Emergency  medical  kits  were  also  prepared  under  the  direction 
of  Lieut.  Alexander  Duane,  U.  S.  N.,  in  charge  of  the  second  coast 
signal  district  (who  in  civil  life  is  a  well  known  physician  in  New  York 
City),  and  these,  together  with  a  manual  for  their  use  prepared  by  him, 
were  furnished  to  each  station  and  answered  every  purpose  (Appen- 
dix O).  It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  there  were  no  casualties 
in  the  service  and  no  serious  illness.  This  is,  in  a  large  measure,  due 
to  the  competency  and  carefulness  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  vari- 
ous districts,  and  the  condition  of  the  men  along  the  whole  coast  can 
best  be  described  by  quoting  from  a  letter  written,  when  the  service 
was  discontinued,  by  a  commanding  officer  of  one  of  the  districts  on 
the  Gulf,  in  which  he  says : 

While  their  duties  have  been  exacting  and  tedious,  with  considerable  exposure  to 
the  weather,  they  have  been  well  housed,  well  clothed,  and  well  fed .  They  leave 
the  service  with  regret. 

Tests  of  the  wires  were  made  at  the  beginning  of  each  watch  and  a 
daily  telegram  was  sent  from  each  station  to  the  district  headquarters, 
and  from  there  to  these  headquarters,  using  a  cipher  word  which  indi- 
cated that  all  at  the  station  were  well  and  present  for  duty,  and  that 
the  station  and  its  equipment  and  telegraph  lines  were  in  good  order. 
Arrangements  were  made  with  all  the  companies  to  give  the  Coast 
Signal  Service  the  right  of  way  over  their  wires,  and  uninterrupted 
and  direct  communication  could  be  had  by  notifying  the  company  in 
advance.  Actual  trials  proved  th^lt  it  did  not  take  more  than  half  an 
hour  to  clear  the  wires  and  get  direct  communication  from  these  head- 
quarters to  Jacksonville  or  Miami,  Fla.  Arrangements  were  also  made 
to  send  notice  direct  from  each  district  headquarters  to  officers  of  the 
Auxiliary  Naval  Force  and  the  principal  forts  and  batteries  in  the 
district  of  the  presence  of  an  enemy,  the  sighting  of  a  suspicious  vessel, 
or  any  other  information  of  a  character  which  might  be  of  importance 
to  them.  This  saved  the  loss  of  time  which  would  be  necessitated  by 
transmission  through  these  headquarters  (Appendix  P).  The  ques- 
tion of  lamps  caused  this  service  considerable  trouble,  and,  owing  to  the 


1124  PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING  THE 

very  limited  range  of  visibility  of  oil  lanterns,  they  were  abandoned. 
After  numerous  experiments  at  Fire  Island  Station  a  satisfactory  and 
practical  "Ardois"  system  was  perfected  by  using  acetylene  gas.  The 
lamps  in  this  apparatus  were  l.")0  candlepower  and  have  been  read  9 
miles  away  in  spite  of  the  glare  of  the  Fire  Island  light  house,  which 
was  near  by,  A  report  on  these  experiments  and  the  details  of  the 
system,  with  working  drawings,  are  attached  hereto  (Appendix  Q). 

From  the  practical  operation  of  the  Coast  Signal  Service  for  three 
months  I  am  confident  that  it  would  have  served  the  use  for  which  it  was 
established — to  observe  and  report  the  approach  of  an  enemy's  vessels. 
It  frequently  served  an  excellent  purpose  in  keeping  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment advised  of  the  movements  of  United  States  vessels,  and  was  par- 
ticularly serviceable  in  several  instances,  such  as  the  reporting  and 
putting  the  Department  in  direct  communication  with  the  TJ.  S.  S. 
Oregon  after  her  long  run  from  the  Pacific,  and  while  the  whole  country 
was  anxious  for  news  of  her;  also  in  reporting  the  TJ.  S.  S.  San  Fran- 
cisco when  that  vessel  needed  assistance  and  quick  correspondence 
with  Washington  was  of  the  utmost  importance.  It  was  also  useful  in 
keeping  the  various  navy-yards  advised  of  the  approach  of  vessels, 
thus  giving  them  advance  notice  of  their  arrival,  and  in  many  cases 
several  hours  in  which  to  make  preparation  for  their  reception  (Ap- 
pendix E).  Some  of  the  stations  were  able  to  render  valuable  assist- 
ance to  the  Quartermaster's  Department  of  the  Army  in  keeping  in 
close  touch  with  the  hospital  and  supply  ships  and  transports,  and  by 
transmitting  messages  to  them  while  they  were  in  the  oflng.  Perhaps, 
however,  the  most  valuable  result  of  the  service  has  been  the  deter- 
mination of  those  points  at  which  signal  stations  are  necessary  in  order 
to  supplement  in  time  of  war  the  system  of  the  Life-Saving  Service, 
Light-House  Service,  and  the  Weather  Bureau  (which  arc  the  existing 
means  of  observing  the  movements  of  vessels  in  time  of  peace),  and  in 
perfecting  the  training  of  a  large  number  of  men  outside  of  the  Navy 
in  the  transmission  of  information  by  signals  under  the  conditions  that 
prevail  on  the  water,  so  as  to  make  a  complete,  continuous  service,  cov- 
ering every  mile  of  the  coast  from  the  most  easterly  point  of  Maine  to 
the  most  westerly  point  of  Texas.  We  now  know  where  to  find  the 
officers  and  men  to  man  these  stations  promptly  and  completely.  The 
land  for  them  (where  not  already  owned  by  the  Government)  can  be 
easily  acquired  or  controlled  for  future  use,  and  the  men  ought  to  be 
kept  together  as  part  of  a  United  States  naval  reserve,  the  ranks  of 
which  should  be  constantly  increased  by  the  admission  of  those  who 
are  found  qualified  to  perform  the  duties. 

The  result  of  my  experience  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  Coast  Signal 
Service  should  be  an  integral  part  of  a  naval  coast-defense  system,  as 
it  is  most  intimately  connected  with  it,  and  should  be  in  closer  relation 
than  that  of  an  allied  branch ;  also  that  the  personnel  of  this  service  can 
be  entirely  furnished  by  the  men  who  have  been  trained  in  the  State 
Naval  Militias.  They  have  proved,  in  our  recent  experiment,  well  dis- 
ciplined, trustworthy,  competent,  and  zealous,  and  I  can  speak  in  the 
highest  terms  of  the  officers  and  naval  militiamen  who  entered  the  Coast 
Signal  Service,  The  officers  have  been  intelligent  and  painstaking, 
and  their  acquaintance  with  the  men  of  their  commands  has  resulted 
in  a  very  high  percentage  of  effective  work.  Another  valuable  result 
of  the  experiment  has  been  to  demonstrate  the  great  usefulness  of  the 
life-saving  stations  for  the  purposes  of  observation  and  international 
code  signaling,  and  to  show  that  the  light-houses  are  almost  instantly 
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convertible,  in  an  emergency,  into  quarters  and  signal  towers.  The 
"shapes"  designed  for  the  service  as  substitutes  for  the  semaphore 
system  were  not  a  success,  except  as  distinguishing  signals  to  locate 
the  stations  on  quiet  days  when  there  was  not  sufficient  breeze  to  blow 
out  the  station  flags,  because  their  necessarily  large  size  and  light 
weight  rendered  them  too  weak  to  stand  the  exigencies  of  their  use. 

After  the  foregoing  general  outline  of  the  work  of  the  Coast  Signal 
Service,  I  respectfully  make  the  following  suggestions  for  guidance  in 
the  future : 

(1)  That  each  life-saving  station  should  be  made  a  coast  signal  sta- 
tion, for  the  reason  that  they  are  all  connected  (or  can  be  readily  con- 
nected) with  each  other  by  telephone  (with  offsets  to  the  general 
telephone  or  telegraph  systems  of  the  country  at  convenient  points), 
and  their  system  of  the  patrol  of  the  beach  places  almost  the  entire 
coast  line  under  constant  observation.  Moreover,  the  men  in  this  service 
are  trained  to  see  everything  that  floats  within  the  range  of  vision,  are 
trustworthy  and  well  disciplined,  and  are  already  excellent  signalmen 
with  the  International  Code.  A  knowledge  of  the  "wigwag"  code 
and  the  IsTavy  night  signals  would  perfect  them  for  the  purposes 
intended.  A  law  should  be  enacted  enabling  the  President  to  keep 
this  service  in  commission  during  June  and  July,  whenever  the  public 
interests  demand  it,  and  without  special  legislation. 

(2)  That  each  Weather  Bureau  station  should  be  made  a  coast  signal- 
service  station,  for  the  reason  that  the  observers  are  trained  signal- 
men with  the  International  Code,  their  stations  are  exceptionally  situ- 
ated for  the  purposes  intended,  and  are  all  connected  by  wire  with  the 
general  telegraph  systems  of  the  country. 

(3)  That  the  light-houses  so  situated  as  to  fill  in  the  gaps  between 
the  life-saving  stations  and  the  Weather  Bureau  stations  be  made  coast 
signal-service  stations,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  i)oasible  at  moderate 
expense  to  provide  them  with  telegraph  or  telephone  connections. 
Many  of  these  connections  have  been  made. 

(4)  That  permanent  coast  signal  service  stations  be  established  at 
Monhegan  Island  (when  connected  with  the  mainland  by  cable) ;  Kock- 
port  (Cape  Ann),  Mass.;  Highland  Lights  (Cape  Cod),  Massachusetts; 
Montauk  Point,  New  York ;  Fire  Island,  New  York ;  Sandy  Hook,  New 
Jersey;  Barnegat,  N.  J. ;  Cape  Heulopen,  Delaware;  Cape  Henry,  Vir- 
ginia; Morris  Island,  South  Carolina;  Tybee  Island,  Georgia;  i?alm 
Beach,  Florida,  and  Sand  Island,  Florida,  for  the  reasoii  that  these 
points  have  been  found  to  be  important  for  observation. 

(5)  That  at  each  of  the  stations  suggested  in  the  four  paragraphs 
above,  three-armed  semaphore  apparatus  and  an  acetylene  gas  "  Ardois" 
system  be  installed,  for  the  reason  that  these  seem  to  be  the  best  fixed 
mechanical  appliances  to  meet  the  requirements  of  day  and  night  sig- 
naling; also,  that  all  stations  be  provided  with  "  wigwag  "  flags,  Inter- 
national Code  signals,  and  "Yery"  pistols. 

(6)  That  for  use  in  time  of  war  a  special  signal  code  be  prepared  and 
furnished  to  all  the  stations  of  the  Coast  Signal  Service,  conforming  to 
the  Navy  code  and  using  the  Navy  numeral  flags  and  the  "  Very"  pis- 
tols, for  the  reason  that  although  the  International  Code  is  ample  for 
communication  in  time  of  peace,  its  universal  use  makes  it  of  no  value 
when  secrecy  is  necessary,  and  a  code  should  be  employed  in  war  times 
which  could  only  be  read  by  those  who  have  been  furnished  with  it. 

(7)  That  experiments  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  tr&ining  homing 
pigeons  in  connection  with  coast  signaling,  for  the  reason  that  they 
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offer  a  solution  of  the  problem  of  communication  with  vessels  in  the 
offshore  patrol  fleet.  These  vessels  would  most  probably  operate  in 
districts  having  established  bases,  and  at  such  a  distance  from  the 
coast  and  from  the  inshore  patrol  that  visual  signaling  would  be  impos- 
sible. A  homing-pigeon  service  can  not  be  improvised  and  be  of  any 
real  value.  The  birds  must  be  systematically  and  patiently  trained 
for  a  year  or  two,  not  only  to  equip  the  cotes  with  trained  carriers  for 
that  locality,  but  to  furnish  stock  with  sea-bred  breeders.  Experimental 
cotes  should  be  located  at  the  bases  of  naval  coast-defense  districts,  a 
small  vessel  provided  with  a  carrier-pigeon  outfit,  and  an  ofi&cer  detailed 
to  develop  this  means  of  communication  and  superintend  the  systematic 
training  of  the  birds.  Unless  this  is  done  with  intelligence  and  thor- 
oughness for  at  least  a  year  it  would  be  useless  to  rely  upon  it  at  all. 

Such  a  system  could  be  very  economically  inaugurated  and  could  be 
maintained  at  a  comparatively  slight  cost.  A  simple  routine  of  drills, 
exercises,  and  reports,  based  upon  our  recent  experiences,  could  be 
readily  put  into  operation,  and  small  rewards  or  appropriate  ratings 
would  stimulate  proficiency.  In  times  of  peace  such  a  service  would 
be  of  constant  convenience  to  this  Department  and  to  the  maritime 
interests  of  the  country,  and  the  constant  practice  would  prepare  the 
men  for  the  emergencies  of  war.  Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that 
every  other  maritime  nation  has  such  a  system,  generally  much  more 
elaborate  than  the  one  herein  proposed,  organized  by  and  operated 
under  its  naval  or  maritime  department.  I  regard  it  as  most  essential 
to  the  naval  and  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States. 

In  closing  up  the  coast  signal  service  the  wires  connecting  the  light- 
houses, Weather  Bureau  oflflces,  and  life-saving  stations  which  had 
been  put  in  for  the  purposes  of  the  war,  were  turned  over  to  the  branches 
of  the  Government  service  with  which  they  were  connected,  as  were  also 
the  masts  and  shelter  houses  wherever  possible,  in  order  that  they  might 
be  preserved  for  future  emergency.  Where  this  was  not  possible  they 
were  condemned  and  sold.  The  gear  and  equipment  of  all  the  stations 
were  carefully  packed  in  boxes  and  sent  to  the  nearest  navy- yards  aDd 
a  receipt  taken  for  the  same  from  the  pay  officer  representing  the  Bureau 
of  Supplies  and  Accounts.  The  records  and  correspondence  of  the 
stations  and  of  these  headquarters  have  been  stored  in  the  Navy 
Department,  and  as  a  result  the  connections  and  equipments  of  the 
service  are  available  whenever  needed,  together  with  the  correspond- 
ence and  data  concerning  them. 

A  financial  statement  of  the  moneys  appropriated  and  of  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  installment  and  maintenance  of  the  service  during  the 
time  it  was  in  commission  is  as  follows : 

Appropriations : 

National  defense,  allotment  made  April  9,  1898 $75, 000 

Deficiency  appropriation,  act  July  7,  1898,  for  May  and  June 75, 000 

Deficiency  appropriation,  act  July  7,  1898,  to  January,  1899 200, 000 

Total  amount  appropriated 350,  000 
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Statement  in  detail,  showing  cost  of  establishing  and  maintaining  the  Coast  Signal  Service, 
from  April  SS  to  September  SO,  1898,  and  the  disposition  of  property  upon  abandonment 
of  the  service. 

Expenditures : 

For  telegraphing,  transportation,  building  telegraph  and  telephone 
lines,  clerk  hire,  charter  of  vessels,  and  general  maintenance  of 

stations $27,632.09 

Condemned  and  expended  for  use  in  the  service 11, 121. 29 

Material  turned  over  to — 

Navy-yards $16, 819. 83 

Light-House  Establishment 9,  942.  70 

Life-Saving  Service 3,392.92 

Weather  Bureau 3, 949. 80 

Auxiliary  Navy 340. 05 

34, 445. 30 

Total  amount  expended 73, 198. 68 

Total  amount  appropriated 350, 000. 00 

Total  amount  expended 73, 198. 68 

Balance  unexpended 276, 801. 32 

I  append  the  report  of  Pay  Director  L.  G.  BilliDgs,  United  States 
Navy,  who  had  charge  of  the  disbursement  of  the  funds  appropriated. 
(Appendix  S.) 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

John  E.  Bartlett, 

Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Retired, 
Superintendent  V.  8.  Coast  Signal  Service. 

The  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Navy  Department. 


APPENDIXES. 

Appendix  A. 

October  18, 1897. 
Sir  :  A  board  consisting  of  yourself  as  senior  member,  Lieut.  Charles 
H.  Harlow,  U.  S.  N.,  and  Lieut.  John  H.  Gibbons,  U.  S.  N.,  is  hereby 
appointed,  to  meet  at  the  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  at  10 
a.  in.  on  the  25th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  coast  signal 
stations  for  naval  defense. 
You  will  assemble  the  board  on  the  date  and  at  the  time  specified. 
The  members  of  the  board  have  been  directed  to  report  to  you  for 
this  duty. 
This  duty  is  in  addition  to  your  present  duties. 
An  invitation  has  been  extended  by  the  Department  to  Lieut.  Prank 
B.  Anderson,  signal  officer.  Naval  Militia  of  New  York,  to  be  present 
at  the  meeting  of  the  board,  and  to  act  as  a  voluntary  member  thereof 
EespectfnUy, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 
Commander  John  Schouler,  U.  S.  N., 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D.  G.,  October  27, 1897. 

SiE :  In  obedience  to  an  order  of  tlie  Department,  dated  October  18, 
1897,  a  copy  of  wliich  is  hereto  attached,  the  board  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  coast  signal  stations  for  naval  defense  met 
at  10  a.  m.  on  the  25th  instant  at  the  Navy  Department. 

After  consideration  of  the  question  the  board  has  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

The  board  regards  the  question  of  communication  as  divided  into  two 
heads. 

(a)  From  ihe  sea  to  the  shore. 

(6)  Prom  the  shore  to  the  sea;  and  in  its  recommendation  it  has  kept 
in  mind  such  means  of  communication  as  are  already  recognized  and 
established  in  the  naval  service  within  easy  reach  of  the  naval  militia, 
and  the  possibility  of  enlisting  the  cooperation  of  the  Treasury  Dej)art- 
ment  for  using  the  life-saving  stations,  particularly  such  as  are  or  might 
easily  be  put  in  telegraphic  communication  with  headquarters. 

(o)  COMMUNICATION  PROM  SEA  TO   SHORE. 

Considering  the  importance  of  receiving  information  from  a  distance 
beyond  the  range  of  visibility,  there  seems  to  be  but  one  method  which 
has  already  had  sufficient  success  to  warrant  tlie  board  recommeudiug 
it  as  the  best  method  for  communicating  from  a  fleet,  scouting  vessels, 
or  picket  boat  at  distances  ranging  from  10  to  50  miles,  with  a  possible 
extension  to  100  miles — the  homing  pigeon.  This,  of  course,  is  limited 
entirely  to  daylight;  but  inasmuch  as  the  same  difficulties  which  mili- 
tate against  the  successful  use  of  the  homing  pigeon  are  present  with 
the  fleet  or  scouting  vessels  in  obtaining  information,  the  board  is  of 
the  opinion  that  this  service,  which  already  exists  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, should  be  so  extended  as  to  cover  such  points  of  the  coast  as  are 
within  the  control  of  the  Treasury  Department  or  the  various  State 
naval  militias.  At  night  the  use  of  the  search  light  for  distance  of 
perhaps  10  miles,  and  the  Very's  night  signals  within  15  miles,  have 
been  experimented  with  to  such  degree  of  success  as  to  warrant  its 
recommending  these  two  methods  for  communicating  from  sea  to  shore 
after  nightfall. 

(6)   OOMMtTNICATXON  PROM   SHORE   TO   SEA. 

It  is  not  believed  Ihat  any  system  of  flags  in  itself  can  be  relied  upon 
with  any  certainty,  considering  the  difficulties  which  a  calm,  on-shore 
wind,  a  hazy  atmosphere,  and  the  peculiar  character  of  a  shore  back- 
ground present.  The  board  is  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  some  sys- 
tem based  on  the  use  of  shapes  or  semaphores  is  the  only  one  which 
can  be  relied  upon.  There  alreads  exists  in  section  1,  part  3,  of  the 
International  Code  of  Signals,  with  which  all  life  saving  stations  are 
either  supplied  or  can  easily  be  supplied,  a  system  of  distant  signals 
requiring  (1)  a  ball,  pennant,  and  square  flag,  or  (2)  a  3-armed  sema- 
phore. The  semaphore,  however,.should  be  fitted  with  four  elements 
instead  of  three,  as  it  is  believed  that  the  holding  of  the  display  for  any 
appreciable  length  of  time  is  of  much  greater  value  than  the  temporary 
transient  display  which  it  is  necessary  to  make  with  any  semaphore 
having  less  than  tlie  four  elements. 

It  is  thought  that  these  4-armed  semaphores  can  readily  be  made  to 
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conform  to  existing  codes  or  such  codes  as  could  be  easily  and  quickly 
adapted  to  meet  the  peculiar  character  of  the  information  which  they 
are  likely  to  be  called  upon  to  transmit.  The  board  believes  that  it  is 
necessary  for  these  stations  to  have  men  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  wig-wag  code,  and  that  as  far  as  possible  it  be  required  that  they 
must  be  prepared  to  receive  messages  which  are  sent  by  this  code.  It 
is  also  believed  that  the  semaphore  or  shape  systems  can  be  readily 
adapted  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  wig  wag  code. 

It  is  believed  that  the  means  of  transmission  of  intelligence  from 
such  stations  as  may  be  selected  to  the  main  telephone  and  telegraph 
wires  either  already  exist  or  can,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Naval 
Militia,  quickly  be  installed  and  afibrd  a  certain  method  of  transmit- 
ting intelligence  to  headquarters. 

Having  those  systems  in  mind,  the  board  has  so  subdivided  the  coast 
that  the  important  centers,  such  as  naval  stations  or  strategic  points, 
shall  be  amply  protected  by  the  methods  proposed ;  and  it  has  the  honor 
to  submit  herewith  charts  marked,  respectively,  B  and  0  of  the  Atlantic 
and  Gulf  and  the  Pacific  coasts,  showing  the  points  at  which,  in  its 
opinion,  homing  pigeon  cotes  and  semaphore  aj^paratus  should  be 
installed,  and  steps  be  taken  to  instruct  a  sufficient  number  of  men  at 
each  one  ot  them  in  the  use  of  these  appliances,  so  that  the  system  may 
be  carried  on  at  least  experimentally  until  more  specific  arrangements 
can  be  made  for  their  care  and  maintenance.    (See  Appendix  A.) 

The  board  is  fully  of  the  opinion  tbat  the  general  supervision  of  this 
system  of  coast  signal  stations  for  naval  defense  should  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  Navy  Department,  each  State  having  control  of  such 
subsidiary  stations  as  may  exist  or  be  established  within  its  limits; 
that  tbere  should  be  a  general  supervision  exercised  by  the  regular 
service  in  such  a  way  that  there  should  be  no  departure  by  any  one  of 
the  districts  from  the  general  scheme,  which  is  to  be  directed  by  the 
Navy  Department.  It  believes  that  a  semiannual  inspection  by  some 
officers  appointed  by  the  Department  would  be  sufficient  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  that  it  will  devolve  upon  the  Naval  Militia  to  make  also  a 
semiannual  report  as  to  the  efficiency  of  such  stations  as  they  may 
establish  in  their  districts. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  Naval  Militia  can  very  properly  take  cliarge 
of  all  lines  of  communication  within  their  districts,  establish  subsidiary 
stations  in  connection  with  the  coast  signal  stations,  keep  in  touch 
with  the  men,  and  prepare  plans  for  the  rapid  connection  of  all  stations 
with  the  longdistance  telephone  and  telegraph  systems  of  the  country. 
Further,  that  they  make  such  arrangements  with  the  different  tele- 
graph companies  as  will  enable  them  to  keep  their  Information  up  to 
date  and  be  able  to  report  all  changes  to  the  Navy  Department. 

Any  scheme  of  this  nature  will,  of  course,  require  the  cooperation  of 
the  Treasury  Department.  The  naval  features  of  it  should  be,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  board,  under  the  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment, 
and  steps  should  be  taken  by  the  Navy  Department  to  secure  such 
cooperation  of  the  Treasury  Department  as  will  insure  an  intelligent 
assistance  in  matters  of  naval  defense. 

It  is  believed,  as  essential  to  the  success  of  this  scheme,  that  some 
extra  compensation  should  be  awarded  to  the  men  that  may  be  called 
upon  to  take  charge  of  and  manipulate  the  plant  at  the  various  stations. 

The  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  compensation  at  the  rate  of  $5  per 
month  extra  for  the  keeper  of  each  station  should  be  given,  and  that  a 
certain  standard  of  proficiency  in  the  use  of  signals  be  adopted;  and, 
further,  that  a  reward  of  $10  be  held  out  each  six  months  for  all  such 
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persons  employed  at  the  stations  as  may  be,  upon  inspection,  found  to 
reach  the  standard. 

It  is  not  thought  to  be  within  the  province  of  the  board  to  go  luto 
details  of  either  pigeon  cotes,  construction  of  semaphores,  or  other 
methods  of  signaling.  The  Bureau  of  Equipment  is  already  supplied 
with  sufiQcient  information  to  render  the  installation  of  these  methods 
a  very  simple  matter.  Their  expense,  of  course,  will  have  to  be  a  sub- 
ject for  special  appropriation,  but  it  is  not  believed  that  the  sum  total 
for  all  stations  will  amount  to  any  very  considerable  sum. 

John  Schouleb, 

Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Senior  Member  of  Board. 

0.*  H.  Harlow, 

Lieutenant,  TJ.  iS.  JV^.,  Member. 

J.  G.  Gibbons, 
Lieutenant,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Member. 
Frank  B.  Anderson, 
Lieutenant,  Signal  Officer  Naval  Militia  of 
New  YorTi,  Voluntary  Member. 


EEPOET  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  BUEEAU  OF  OEDNANCB. 

Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Washington,  D.  €.,  October  1,  1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  this  Bureau, 
and  also  to  transmit  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900 : 

ESTIMATES. 

Fuel,  tools,  material  and  labor,  maintenance  of  proving  ground,  for  tar- 
get practice,  reserve  supply  of  ammunition,  conversion  of  6-inch  guns 
to  rapid-fire,  purcliase  and  manufacture  of  smokeless  powder,  machin- 
ery for  gun  plant  $1,875,000.00 

Reserve  guns  for  auxiliary  cruisers 250,  000. 00 

Continuing  smokeless-powder  factory 25, 000. 00 

General  expenses  of  the  torpedo  station 65, 000. 00 

Fitting  Fort  Lafayette  for  magazine  purposes 5, 000. 00 

General  repairs  to  buildings,  magazines,  etc 30, 000. 00 

Naval  militia 60,000.00 

Contingent,  freight,  etc 15,000.00 

Civil  establishment  at  navy-yards 32,  858. 50 

Machinery  for  new  ordnance  building  at  League  Island 60,000.00 

Additional  land,  etc.,  for  magazine  near  Norfolk 27, 500. 00 

Steam  lighter  for  League  Island  Navy- Yard 30, 000. 00 

Toward  armament  and  armor  for  vessels  authorized 4, 000, 000. 00 

Total 6,475,358.50 
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BREECH-LOADING  RIFLES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  present  state  of  main-battery  guns 
whose  construction  has  thus  far  been  authorized,  and  their  general 
assignment : 


Num- 
ber of 
guns 
com- 
pleted. 

Partly 
com- 
pleted. 

Forg. 

ings 

ordered. 

Total 

guns 

ordered. 

Assignment. 

Class. 

New 
Navy. 

Old 

vessels. 

Train- 

ing 
ships. 

Avail- 
able for 
auxil- 
iary. 

Reserve 

for 
ships  of 
Navy. 

Total. 

13-inch,  SSoaJiber.. 
12-inch,  35 caliber.. 
10-inoh,  30 caliber.. 
10-iiioh,  35  caliber.. 
8-iiich,  30  caliber-.. 
8-inch,  35  caliber. -. 
8inch,  40 caliber  . . 
Oincb,  30 caliber... 
O.incb,  35  caliber... 
6-inch,  40  caliber. . . 
5-incb,  30  caliber... 
6-incb,  40  caliber... 
4-inch,  40  caliber-  - . 
4-inch,  50  caliber. . . 

29 

14 

24 

2 

9 

65 

2 

123 

6 

43 

2 

171 

130 

0 

2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 

19 
0 
6 

10 
0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

20 

71 

26 

34 

14 

a  24 

2 

9 

72 

2 

6123) 

6 

68 

2 

197 

211 

26 

32 
12 
16 
2 
9 
63 
2 

148 

2 
125 
133 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
12 
6 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
19 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

47 

0 

60 
53 

0 

2 
2 
4 
0 
0 
9 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26 

34 
14 
20 
2 
9 
72 
2 

195 

2 
197 
211 
26 

Total : 

620 

39 

131 

790 

544 

18 

19 

160 

43 

784 

a  Four  lost  on  the  Maine.  b  Two  lost  on  the  Maine. 

Note — There  still  remain  to  be  contracted  for,  batteries  for  vessels  authorized  by  act  of  Congi-esa 
approved  May  4,  1898. 


GUN   CAEEIAGES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  status  of  gun  carriages  made,  in 
progress,  and  required : 


Caliber. 

For 
vessels 
of  tha 

new 
navy. 

For 
old  ves- 
sels. 

For 
train- 
ing 
ships. 

For 
auxil- 
iary 
cruis- 
ers. 

For 
reserve 

Total 

re- 
quired. 

Number     ?f^*- 
ofsetsof'    i?,??„ 
castings    f''''° 
ordered.  |  ^^^^^ 

Car- 
riages 
com- 
plete to 
date. 

Car- 
riages 
partly 
com- 
pleted. 

133 
127 
148 
74 
18 
12 
32 

6 

12 

19 

53 
60 

47 

26 

9' 

1 

2 
2 

237 
a  199 
a  195 
a  83 
a  22 
14 
34 

211 
197 
185 
i71 
619 
614 
6  34 

26 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 

191 
154 
143 
70 
19 
14 
17 

15 

23 

29 

7 

0 

0 

8-inch 

12-inch 

13-ineh 

Total 

544 

18 

19 

160 

43 

784 

731 

29 

608 

80 

a  Of  the  above,  2  5- inch,  21  6-inch,  and  12  8-inch  were  not  made  of  steel  castings;  and  4 10-inch  car- 
riages were  furnished  to  Terror  by  Pneumatic  Gun  Carriage  and  Power  Co. ;  also,  14  6-iuch  and 
2  8-inch  carriages  are  obsolete,  due  to  change  in  guns. 

6  Includes  proof  mount. 

Gun  forging s. 


3-inoh. 

4-inch. 

5-inch. 

6-inch. 

8-inch. 

10-inch. 

12-inoh. 

13-inch. 

Total. 

102 

237 

199 

195 

83 

22 

14 

34 

886 

Ordered   

102 
101 

a  237 
209 

199 
199 

5197 
197 

83 
80 

c26 
26 

14 
14 

34 
34 

892 

860 

a\ 

28 

3 

32 

a  \  condemned. 

c  4  lost  on  the  Maine. 


b  2  condemned,  2  lost  on  the  Maine. 
d  3-inch,  50  calibers  (14-pounder). 
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Assignment  of  guns  of  main  lattery. 

Object. 

4-inch, 

4.7- 
inch. 

5-inoh. 

6-inch. 

8-inoh. 

lO-inoh. 

12-inch. 

13-inch. 

Total. 

14 

6 

6 

4 
2 
2 

18 

8 

8 

3 

3 

12 
6 
6 
4 
6 

6 

12 

12 

6 

6 

12 

2 

8 

6 

4 

4 

4 

10 

10 

U 

2 

8 

12 

12 

6 

6 

2 

2 

4 

10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

1 

1 

11 

11 

10 

10 

10 

i 

12 
6 

4 

6 

18 

4 

10 

4 

4 

1 

4 

2 
2 

6 

6 

4 

8 
8 

8 

1 

8 

4 
4 
4 
2 
2 

8 
8 
8 
1 
1 
8 
8 

4 

4 

4 



16 

16 

16 

8 
8 
6 

11 



11 

4 

18 

12 

20 

8 
8 
8 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

e 

8 

8 

8 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

14 
14 

14' 

14 
14 

4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

22 

22 

niiTinin 

18 

18 

18 

13 

13 

4 

6 

10 

6 

6 

4 

6 

10 

.ojoauy ...... 

Total  for  vessels  of 
the  new  Navy-- 

133 

8 

127 

160 

74 

18 

12 

32 

564 

Summary  of  assignment — main  lattery , 


[Note.— The  batteries  of  the  New  Orleans  and  Albany  were 
included  in  the  following 

purchased  with  the  vessels  and 
table.] 

are  not 

Object. 

4-inch. 

5-inch. 

6-inch. 

8-inch. 

10-inoh. 

12-inch. 

13-lnch. 

Total. 

Total   numlper  of  guns  made,  in 

237 

199 

a  197 

83 

26 

14 

34 

790 

Number  required  to  arm  vessels  of 

133 

127 

148 

74 

18 

12 

32 

544 

Number  required  for  and  assigned 
to  old  vessels,  viz: 

12 

12 

6 

6 

6 

12 

18 



^== 

a  2  lost  on  Maine;  2  condemned. 
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Object. 

4-iiich. 

5-inoli. 

e-inoli. 

8-inoh. 

10-inoh. 

12-inch. 

13- inch. 

Total. 

Number  required  for  and  assigned 
to  training  ships,  viz: 

6 
6 

1 
6 

6 

6 

1 

^aams 

6 

19 

19 

Kemaiiiing  available  for  auxiliary 
cruisers  or  reserve  for  Navy 

a  79 

60 

6  49 

9 

c8 

2 

2 

209 

a  1  condemned. 


b  2  lost  on  Maine;  2  condemned. 


Assignment  of  secondary  hatteries. 


c  4  lost  OP  Maine. 


Vessel. 

U-pound- 
er. 

6-pound- 

er. 

3-pound- 
er. 

l-pound- 
er. 

37-mUli- 
meter. 

47-miIli-  Machine 
meter.  ,    ^ns. 

Field 
gnns. 

Total. 

7 
2 
6 
2 
8 
i 
2 

2 
2 
4 

-2 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 
9 

12 

2 

2 

2 

13 

13 

Dolnhin             ...  . 

2 

2 

^              « 

4 
6 
2 
1 
2 
7 
6 

17 

2 
2 
2 
2 

15 

2 
2 
4 

11 

2 

2 

8 

4 
14 
12 

15 

2 
9. 

24 

4 

25 

5 

5 

3 
2 
2 

3 

Philadelphia 

4 
4 
2 
2 
6 
8 
8 
6 
6 
6 
2 
8 
6 
2 
2 
2 
2 
4 
4 
4 
20 
20 
20 
12 

4 
4 
2 
2 

3 
3 
2 
2 

4             1 

18 

4 

9 

1 

;      T 

g 

4 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
6 
6 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2  !           1 

13 

2 
2 
2 
2 

1 
2 

Kaleisrh     

15 

11 

11 

8 

12 

Puritan       

2 

11 

2 
2 
2 
2 

2 

2 
2 
2 

3 

9. 

11 

1 
1 

g 

g 

Katahdin 

4 

7 
6 
6 
2 
4 
2 
4 
4 
2 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
2 

2 
2 
2 
2 

31 

29 

17 

4 

12 
20 
12 
4 
4 
4 

2 
4 
4 
2 
4 
2 

2 
2 
1 

1 
1 

22 

Nashville 

9 

Wilmington 

13 

11 

JFoote 

3 

1 

3 

3 

4 
4 
4 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
4 

i' 

1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
2 

7 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
6 

8 

8 

4 

4 
4 
20 
20 

8 

Wheelinsr 

8 

8 

32 

6 
4 
4 

32 

Porter 

4 

1 

Kowan 

;:::::::::::::::::;  i:::::::::: 

4 

4 
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Assignment  of  secondary  iatteriea — Continued. 


Vessel. 

i4-poiind- 
er. 

6-pound- 
er. 

3-pouiid- 
er. 

l-pound- 
er. 

ST-milli- 
meter. 

47-miUi- 
meter. 

Macbine 
guns. 

Field 
guns. 

Total. 

2 
2 

4 
4 
6 
1 
4 
4 
6 
4 
1 

4 
2 

1 
2 
2 
1 
2 

2" 

2 
2 
1 

8 

Alert 

7 

Essex 

2 
2 
4 
1 

9 

8 

13 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
4 
4 
4 
2 

7 

2 
2 

8 

10 

6 

1 
3 

1 

5 

Pjnta 

5 

16 
16 
16 
6 

4 
4 
4 
2 
4 
4 
4 
2 
4 

26 

26 

26 

11 

4 

4 

10 

4 
4 
4 

4 
1 

4 

2 
2 

24 

7 

10 
4 

24 

- 

4 

3 
3 
3 

1 
1 
1 

1 

3 

Fox                         ' 



3 

3 

1 

Gwin 

1 

1 



1 

Fern 

3 
4 
4 

4 

3 

Torpedo  boat  TSo.  19 
Torpedo  boat  Wo.  20 
Torpedo  boat  No.  21 

i 

4 

4 

Total 

2 

472 

62 

233 

89 

2 

140 

73 

1,023 

Since  the  date  of  last  report,  112  guns  of  various  calibers  from  4  to  13 
inch  have  been  completed  at  the  naval  gun  factory,  viz :  Sixteen  4inch, 
fifty-four  5-iuch,  twenty-nine  6-inch,  one  12inch,  and  twelve  13-inch, 
and  thirty-three  6-inch  and  two  8-inch  guns  of  ordinary  type  have  been 
converted  into  quick-firing  guns. 

Thirty-seven  4-inch  guns  and  mounts  under  contract  with  private 
firms  have  also  been  partly  completed.  Forgings  have  been  ordered  for 
five  8-inch,  twenty  5-inch,  twenty- six  4-inch,  and  one  3-inch  (14-pounder) 
guns. 

While  no  material  change  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  gen- 
eral system  of  construction  of  guns  under  manufacture,  new  designs 
have  been  prepared  for  future  guns  of  all  calibers,  calculated  to  insure 
a  much  greater  muzzle  energy  than  is  now  obtained  from  guns  of  the 
same  caliber  at  present  in  service.  The  first  of  these  new  guns  will  be 
installed  on  board  the  battle  ships  Maine,  Ohio,  and  Missouri,  and  on 
board  of  the  four  harbor-defense  monitors  authorized  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress. 

The  work  on  gun  construction  is  well  in  advance  of  all  vessels  author- 
ized ;  more  so  than  is  that  upon  the  heavy  gun  mounts,  due  to  the  tar- 
diness of  some  of  the  contractors  in  delivering  steel  castings  therefor, 
but  there  is  good  ground  for  believing  that  all  will  be  completed  before 
the  vessels  themselves  are  ready. 

The  guns  and  mounts  and  their  appurtenances  in  service  have  been 
severely  tested  during  the  recent  war,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
report  that  their  performance  has  been  in  general  thoroughly  satisfac- 
tory. Some  minor  defects  in  the  details  of  some  of  the  mounts  for 
guns  of  small  caliber  developed,  and  were  quickly,  or  are  being,  corrected. 
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Reports  have  been  received  from  the  various  vessels  as  to  the  per- 
formance of  their  ordnance,  and  the  general  tenor  of  them  has  been 
that  guns,  mounts,  turrets,  and  ammunition  worked  well.  That  such 
should  be  the  case  in  so  complex  a  structure  as  is  a  battle  ship  and  its 
equipment  is  certainly  gratifying.  Improvements  are  constantly  being 
made,  and  each  new  vessel  is  superior  to  her  predecessor  in  many 
details  of  her  armament  and  ordnance  outfit. 

Aside  form  the  current  work  of  the  Bureau  a  vast  amount  of  work 
has  been  performed  at  the  various  navy-yards  and  stations,  during  the 
recent  war,  in  fitting  out  auxiliary  vessels  and  in  the  preparation  and 
distribution  of  ammunition  and  ordnance  supplies  of  all  kinds,  and  in 
increasing  the  reserve  supply  to  meet  probable  requirements. 

As  soon  as  war  became  imminent  orders  were  given  for  large  quanti- 
ties of  powder,  projectiles  of  all  kinds,  fixed  ammunition,  small  arms, 
and  small  guns  for  secondary  batteries,  and  contractors  were  required 
to  carry  on  work  without  intermission,  and  to  increase  their  capacity. 
All  vessels  of  the  Navy  were  filled  up  with  ammunition,  even  those  on 
foreign  stations,  and  supply  vessels  laden  with  a  reserve  supply  were 
kept  in  readiness  to  supply  the  fleets. 

Gun-cotton  mines  and  mining  outfits  in  large  numbers  were  pre- 
pared and  issued,  and  launching  tubes,  etc.,  for  seventy-five  auxiliary 
torpedo  boats  were  also  prepared.  The  Government  shops  were  required 
to  work  continuously,  and  by  these  means  an  adequate  supply  of  war 
material  of  all  kinds  was  procured. 

The  following  auxiliary  vessels  were  supplied  with  batteries  and 
complete  ordnance  outfits,  and  the  Bureau  could  easily  have  fitted  out 
many  more  had  they  been  called  into  service: 
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In  addition,  the  following  vessels  of  the  Eegular  Navy  were  equipped, 
making  a  total  of  121  vessels  furnished  with  batteries  during  the  year : 


Vessel. 

Battery. 

4-moh. 

6- pounder. 

1-poTinder. 

Machine. 

Total. 

4 
4 
3 
4 

4 

3 

4 

4 

4 

3 

I 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

6 

4 

1 

13 

Talbot 

1 

-       6 

4 

1 

■  13 

4 

Total 

12 

12 

33 

2 

59 

The  battery  for  the  Atlanta,  consisting  of  two  8-inch  and  six  C-inch 
converted  rifles,  mounted  on  new  and  improved  mounts,  has  been  prac- 
tically completed. 

Four  new  8-inch  guns  and  mounts  for  the  Chicago  are  in  process  of 
manufacture  and  well  advanced. 

The  Neicarh  and  Yorhtown  have  each  received  batteries  of  6-inch 
converted  rifles  iu  place  of  their  former  guns,  and  the  Oregon  has 
received  four  fi-inch,  40  caliber,  rapid-firing  guns  in  place  of  her  30  caliber 
breech-loading  guns. 

The  arrangements  for  facilitating  the  loading  of  the  12-inch  guns  of 
the  Texas,  designed  by  Lieutenant  Haeseler,  U.  S.  N.,  were  completed 
and  installed  in  the  vessel  and  proved  an  unqualified  success,  reducing 
the  time  required  for  loading  from  eight  to  less  than  two  minutes,  thus 
greatly  increasing  the  eificiency  of  this  vessel.  This  change  was  author- 
ized upon  condition  that  the  vessel  should  be  ready  for  service  at  any 
time  within  forty-eight  hours'  notice,  and  the  work  was  so  well  arranged 
and  executed  that  these  conditions  were  fulfilled. 

New  elevating  gear  of  an  improved  type  has  been  supplied  to  the 
8-inch  turret  guns  of  the  Broolclyn  and  Iowa.  The  type  mount  for  the 
13-inch  guns  of  battle  ships  Nos.  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9  has  been  completed, 
tested,  and  shown  to  be  entirely  satisfactory,  being  automatic  in  its 
action  and  not  requiring  any  auxiliary  i)ower  to  operate. 

New  types  of  mounts  for  6-inch  and  for  4-incli  rapid-firing  guns  have 
been  designed,  and  one  of  the  latter  is  being  manufactured  for  a  new 
high-power  50-caliber  4-inch  gun. 

A  new  type  of  rammer,  intended  for  turret  vessels,  having  hydraulic 
power,  has  been  designed  and  designated  as  the  hydro-pneumatic  ram- 
mer. It  is  much  simpler  than  the  old  type  of  hydraulic  rammer,  and 
much  stronger.  Four  have  been  supplied  to  the  Oregon,  four  to  the 
Texas,  and  others  are  in  process  of  manufacture  to  replace  the  old  types 
of  hydraulic  rammers  in  service.  New  vessels  will  be  supplied  with  a 
simple  form  of  telescopic  rammers  capable  of  being  operated  by  hand 
or  by  electric  power. 

The  use  of  electric  power  for  turning  turrets,  hoisting  ammunition, 
and  operating  gun-working  machinery,  which  the  Bureau  has  strongly 
advocated  for  some  years  past,  has  demonstrated  its  superiority  over 
any  other  kind  of  power  for  these  purposes,  and  the  Department  is  to 
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be  congratulated  upon  its  action  in  designating  its  use,  in  ships  now 
building  and  to  be  built,  to  the  extent  it  has. 

A  simple  expansion  of  the  electric  plant  is  sufficient  to  furnish  the 
requisite  power,  and  the  facility  of  running  cables,-  as  compared  with 
steam,  pneumatic,  or  hydraulic  pipes,  the  absence  of  heat,  which  causes 
so  much  discomfort  in  modern  vessels,  and  the  perfection  of  control  and 
ease  of  manipulation  of  which  it  is  susceptible  render  the  electric  sys- 
tem immeasurably  preferable  to  any  other  which  depends  upon  long 
leads  of  pipes  under  high  pressure,  with  numerous  packed  pistons, 
valves,  and  joints. 

Experience  has  shown  that  guns  in  turrets  operated  by  electric  power 
can  be  more  accurately  laid  upon  and  made  to  follow  a  moving  target 
than  when  operated  by  steam,  hydraulic,  or  pneumatic  power.  There 
are  no  water  pipes  to  freeze,  no  steani  pipes  to  burst,  and  no  delay  in 
obtaining  a  full  working  pressure,  and  no  troublesome  or  noisy  exhaust 
pipes  to  deal  with.  A  burnt-out  fuse  can  be  quickly  replaced  or  a  broken 
wire  repaired,  and  as  the  wires  can  be  led  below  the  armored  deck,  there 
is  little  liability  of  the  latter  becoming  necessary. 

It  is  true  that  intelligence,  skill,  and  watchfal  attention  are  neces- 
sary to  care  for  and  to  insure  the  proper  working  of  the  elaborate 
auxiliary  machinery  and  numerous  mechanical  appliances  now  installed 
in  modern  vessels,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  difficulty  in  this  respect. 
Officers  and  men  readily  adapt  themselves  to  new  conditions,  no  matter 
how  novel  or  intricate  their  character,  and  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that 
seamen  gunners  trained  at  the  Naval  G-un  Factory  and  at  the  torpedo 
station  are  eagerly  sought  for  by  commercial  houses  on  account  of 
their  proficiency,  and  often  give  up  the  service  to  accept  the  higher 
pay  offered. 

All  guns  of  and  above  4  incnes  in  caliber  are  now  fitted  with  attach- 
ments for  using  either  electric  or  percussion  primers,  but  on  account  of 
the  additional  elaboration  necessary  for  this  purpose  the  Bureau  intends 
to  use  percussion  ammunition  only  in  guns  of  and  below  5  inches  in 
caliber.  While  electric  firing  is  preferable,  the  means  of  producing  it 
are  more  elaborate,  and  any  fault  is  more  difficult  to  locate  than  is  the 
case  with  percussion  firing.  Results  vary  very  much,  however,  in  dif- 
ferent vessels  having  similar  outfits,  due,  unquestionably,  to  the  differ- 
ence in  the  amount  of  care  bestowed. 

When  smokeless  powder  was  first  introduced  for  minor-caliber  guns 
using  fixed  ammunition,  some  difficulty  was  experienced  on  account  of 
hang  fires.  This  has  been  entirely  overcome  by  the  use  of  a  specially 
designed  long  primer. 

Several  instances  were  reported  to  the  Bureau  of  failure  to  explode 
of  shells  fitted  with  base  percussion  fuses,  even  after  striking  masonry 
or  other  mediums  offiiring  considerable  resistance,  in  consequence  of 
which  all  fuses  of  this  character  will  be  made  much  more  sensitive 
hereafter,  without,  however,  rendering  them  less  safe  to  handle  or 
transport. 

The  adjustable  combination  time  and  percussion  fuses  now  in  service 
are  accurate  and  reliable. 

The  Bureau  is  now  carrying  on  experiments  with  a  new  form  of  base 
fuse,  which  does  not  contain  a  fulminate  cap. 

All  new  guns  of  and  above  4  inches  in  caliber  are  fitted  with  tele- 
scopic sights,  and  in  addition  an  auxiliary  horizontal  bar  sight  is  sup- 
plied to  ship  in  place  of  the  telescope  in  case  of  accident  to  the  latter. 

As  the  weakest  part  of  a  turret  is  its  sighting  hood,  in  which  has 
hitherto  been  located  the  only  means  of  sighting  the  turret  guns,  the 
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Bureau  has  decided  to  attach  to  all  turret  guns  a  bar  sight  to  be  used 
through  a  slit  in  the  armor,  in  addition  to  the  telescope  in  the  sighting 
hood.  A  6-inch  projectile  at  moderate  range  would  probably  destroy 
any  sighting  hood  if  fairly  struck,  and,  while  the  turret  and  guns  might 
still  be  intact,  the  means  of  sighting  would  be  gone. 

The  Bureau  has  in  process  of  manufacture  at  the  Naval  Gun  Factory 
100  heavy  1-pounder  automatic  guns,  nearly  half  of  which  are  practically 
completed.  These  guns  fire  at  the  rate  of  250  shots  per  minute,  but 
are  nearly  as  heavy  and  as  large  as  a  6-pounder,  and  have  the  disad- 
vantage of  using  their  ammunition  from  belts,  which  is  always  a  source 
of  more  or  less  trouble.  The  Bureau  does  not  consider  the  1-pounder 
guns  as  of  any  appreciable  value  in  the  economy  of  a  battie  ship  or  large 
cruiser,  except,  perhaps,  for  boat  guns,  and  will  substitute  for  them  on 
the  torpedo  boats  about  to  be  built  the  3-pounder  semiautomatic  guns. 
When  automatic  guns  work  well  they  are  ideal,  but  when  anything  goes 
wrong  the  difficulty  can  not  be  quickly  remedied  as  a  rule. 

The  Bureau  is  also  making  sixty-iive  semiautomatic  6-pounder  guns 
at  the  Naval  Gun  Factory,  intended  for  the  new  torpedo-boat  destroyers, 
which  will  carry  in  addition  to  five  such  guns  two  12-pounders  each. 
A  6-pounder  semiautomatic  gun  of  the  kind  above  referred  to  was 
recently  fired  1,000  rounds  at  the  proving  ground  without  hitch  or  the 
failure  of  any  part  of  the  mechanism,  and  probably  might  be  fired  many 
more  times. 

A  new  high-powered  3-inch  gun  (14-pounder)  has  been  designed,  cal- 
culated to  have  a  muzzlB  velocity  of  3,000  foot-seconds,  and  the  forgings 
for  the  type  gun  have  been  ordered.  A  new  mount  is  also  being  made 
for  this  gun. 

Several  years  ago  when  the  Bureau  began  the  manufactuie  of  rapid- 
firing  guns,  it  had  two  6-inch  guns  made  with  the  ordinary  obturator  and 
quick- workingbreechmechanismoperated  by  alever, which  worked  admi- 
rably, but  as  brown  powder  alone  was  then  in  vogue,  it  was  considered 
necessary  to  use  a  brass  case  to  contain  the  charge  to  prevent  fouling 
of  the  powder  chamber,  and  in  order  that  sponging  the  gun  might  be 
dispensed  with;  hence  the  general  adoption  of  the  brass  cartridge  case 
for  all  rapid-firing  guns.  The  advent  of  smokeless  powder  has  changed 
the  conditions,  and  fouling  of  the  bore  and  sponging  are  no  longer  fac- 
tors in  the  case,  and  the  Bureau  has  recentlydesigned,  built,  and  tested 
a  6-inch  rapid-firing  gun  that  does  not  require  a  brass  cartridge  case; 
and  this  will  be  a  feature  of  all  6-inch  rapid-firing  guns  hereafter.  In 
smaller  calibers,  where  the  ammunition  is  complete  and  handled  as  a 
whole — that  is,  where  the  projectile  is  inserted  in  the  case — the  brass 
cases  will  be  retained  to  facilitate  rapidity  of  loading.  The  new  type 
of  6-inch  gun  is  45  calibers  In  length  and  weighs  8  tons,  and  is  designed 
for  a  muzzle  velocity  of  3000  foot-seconds. 

The  requirements  as  to  the  physical  characteristics  of  gun  steel  have 
been  made  somewhat  higher  than  heretofore. 

A  set  of  8-inch  forgings  of  nickel  steel  has  been  purchased  to  use  in 
conjunction  with  the  disassembled  forgings  of  an  experimental  gun  of 
same  caliber,  the  latter  forgings  having  been  retempered. 

The  small  arms  (6  millimeter)  and  machine  guns  (6  millimeter)  in 
service  have  been  put  to  severe  tests  and  have  given  good  satisfaction, 
especially  so  in  view  of  the  fact  that  both  weapons  have  been  but 
recently  Introduced  into  the  service,  and  therefore  the  personnel  were 
not  thoroughly  familiar  with  them. 

Five  thousand  new  6-millimeter  rifles  and  150  Colt  automatic  (6  milli- 
meter) guns  have  been  recently  procured.    The  Bureau  is  of  the  opinion 
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that  a  uniform  caliber  and  standard  small- arm  cartridge  should  be 
adopted  for  the  Army,  Ifavy,  Marine  Corps,  and  Militia. 

While  a  number  of  smoothbore  guns  were  prepared  for  service,  none 
were  put  in  use  during  the  late  war  except  such  XV-inch  guns  as  were 
on  board  the  coast-defense  monitors.  The  Bureau  is  convinced  that  it 
is  useless  to  longer  retain  the  old  cast-iron  smoothbore  guns  that  are 
on  hand  in  large  numbers  at  all  the  navy-yards  with  their  mounts  and 
ammunition,  and  will  take  steps  to  have  them  surveyed  with  a  view  to 
disposing  of  them,  as  no  contingency  is  likely  to  arise  which  could  ren- 
der them  of  any  use  whatever,  and  it  is  useless  to  regard  them  as  a 
part  of  the  country's  naval  assets. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  various  iirms,  companies,  and  indi- 
viduals doing  work  for  this  Bureau  in  the  preparation  of  war  material 
showed  every  disposition  to  meet  its  requirements  by  overtime  work, 
and  by  the  increase  of  their  plants  when  necessary,  and  in  no  instance 
has  there  been  any  attempt  at  extortioii,  or  disposition  shown  to  take 
advantage  of  the  unusual  needs  of  the  Government,  due  to  the  war,  so 
far  as  this  Bureau  is  concerned.  ' 

The  resources  of  the  country  to  supply  war  material  were  scarcely 
touched,  and  unquestionably  there  is  no  limit  to  the  amount  that  can 
be  procured  of  all  kinds,  in  case  of  need,  provided  time  is  not  too 
important  a  factor. 

The  cruiser  New  Orleans  (formerly  the  Amaeonas)  purchased  in 
England  from  Armstrong,  Mitchell  &  Co.,  appears  to  have  given  good 
satisfaction  so  far  as  pertains  to  her  battery  and  to  its  arrangement. 
The  Topelca,  also  purchased  abroad,  had  no  battery,  and  was  fitted  out 
by  this  Bureau. 

The  light-house  vessel  Armeria,  turned  over  to  the  Bureau  as  an 
ammunition  supply  vessel,  and  under  the  command  of  Commander  L. 
C.  Logan,  performed  excellent  service  in  supplying  the  fleet  off  Santiago 
de  Cuba  and  elsewhere  with  ammunition. 

The  recent  great  increase  of  our  naval  force,  by  the  introduction  of 
so  many  new  and  untrained  officers  and  men,  seriously  aggravated  the 
danger  of  mistakes  and  accidents,  and  the  urgent  pressure  for  large 
outputs  of  ammunition  and  tbe  hasty  dispatch  of  vessels  added  to 
these  chances.  In  spite  of  this,  there  has  been  a  remarkable  freedom 
from  mishaps  in  ordnance  of  any  nature,  either  afloat  or  ashore,  as 
evidenced  by  many  reports  from  officers  on  active  service. 

The  Vesuvius  was  put  in  order,  as  far  as  practicable,  so  far  as  her 
pneumatic  guns  were  concerned,  and  was  fitted  out  with  a  good  supply 
of  ammunition.  She  fired  some  gun-cotton  shells  off  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  but  the  Bureau  has  been  unable  to  obtain  any  reliable  data  as 
to  the  execution  done  by  them.  The  guns  of  this  vessel  do  not  repre- 
sent the  best  eflorts  of  the  company,  having  a  shorter  range  than  the 
gnus  supplied  to  the  Army.  The  vessel  herself  is  not  well  adapted  for 
general  service,  and  the  question  of  her  utility  must  soon  be  considered. 

Congress  having  appropriated  for  the  same,  a  new  telephone  line 
from  the  Washington  Navy- Yard  to  Indian  Head  is  in  jirocess  of 
construction. 

Owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  war,  a  number  of  minor-caliber  guns 
and  some  ammunition  for  them,  and  a  few  torpedoes  were  purchased 
abroad,  but  neither  powder  nor  projectiles  for  heavy  guns,  nor,  in  fact, 
any  war  material,  except  as  above  quoted,  was  procured  by  the  Bureau 
out  of  the  United  States. 

The  necessity  for  an  efficient  outfit  of  well-equipped  steam  tugs  and 
covered  lighters,  with  power  hoists  and  derricks,  at  the  principal  naval 
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stations,  for  ordnance  purposes,  has  become  very  apparent,  and  steps 
have  been  taken  to  meet  these  requirements. 

The  Bureau  is  of  the  opinion  that  torpedo  depots  are  necessary  at 
New  York,  Norfolk,  and  San  Francisco,  and  it  will  proceed  with  a  view 
to  establishing  them. 

The  lack  of  sufficient  storehouses,  particularly  at  New  York,  League 
Island,  and  Norfolk,  has  been  a  source  of  serious  inconvenience.  At 
New  York  arrangements  have  been  made  which  will  relieve  the  situa- 
tion; also  at  League  Island,  and  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  has 
been  requested  to  ask  for  an  appropriation  for  a  hew  building  for  the 
use  of  the  Ordnance  Department  at  the  Norfolk  Navy- Yard. 

New  forms  of  battle-order  indicators  have  been  designed  for  use  on 
shipboard,  and  experimental  sets  are  ordered. 

No  satisfactory  type  of  range  finder  for  ship  use  has  yet  been 
obtained. 

While  heavy  guns  in  turrets  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  chief 
characteristics  of  modern  battle  ships,  the  lessons  of  the  day  indicate 
that  the  greatest  execution  (except  against  the  heaviest  armor)  may  be 
expected  from  a  number  of  quick-iiring  guns  of  smaller  caliber  mounted 
separately  in  armored  casemates,  or  in  a  redoubt. 

The  larger  and  heavier  the  gun  the  greater  the  sacrifice  of  space  and 
weight  to  accommodate  and  protect  it  and  its  appurtenances,  and  the 
slower  and  less  accurate  its  fire,  owing  to  the  time  required  to  load 
and  to  its  lack  of  mobility. 

Turrets,  while  affording  the  best  form  of  gun  protection  and  the  most 
extended  arc  of  train  to  the  gun,  afford  no  protection  to  the  hull;  the 
spaces  within  them  are  necessarily  contracted ;  the  field  of  view  from 
the  sighting  hood  is  limited;  the  heat  is  intense  in  warm  climates;  the 
ventilation  imperfect,  even  when  electric  forces  are  used;  and  the 
machinery  necessary  to  operate  them  is  elaborate. 

Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks,  heavy  guns  in  turrets  must  be 
recognized  as  a  necessity,  but  the  question  as  to  the  maximum  caliber 
to  be  employed  is  a  subject  for  serious  consideration,  and  one  upon 
which  the  Bureau  has  bestowed  much  thought. 

Heretofore  the  13-inch  rifle  of  60^  tons  weight,  33  calibers  in  length, 
having  a  muzzle  velocity  of  2,400  foot-seconds,  with  smokeless  powder, 
and  a  capacity  to  penetrate  with  a  capped  projectile  19  inches  of  face- 
hardened  armor  at  a  distance  of  2,500  yards  has  been  regarded  as  the 
best  type  for  the  heavy  turret  guns  of  our  first-class  battle  ships,  and 
all  heretofore  built  (excepting  the  Iowa,  which  has  12  inch  guns),  have 
been  equipped  with  guns  of  this  class. 

The  development  of  the  12inch  gun  has  been  so  great  and  its  power 
so  much  increased  that  the  Bureau  is  of  the  opinion  that  hereafter  it 
will  be  the  maximum  caliber;  that  it  will  be  advisable  to  install  on 
future  battle  ships,  and  that  these  should  be  supplemented  by  an  auxil- 
iary battery  of  6-inch  quick-firing  guns  in  casemates,  with  a  secondary 
battery  of  6-pounders  and  12-pounders. 

The  reduction  in  weight  of  the  12-inch  gun  alone  is  not  great,  being 
but  7  J  tons  less  than  is  that  of  the  present  13-inch  gun ;  but  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  size  of  and  consequently  in  the  weight  of  the  turrets,  bar- 
bettes, and  ammunition  is  very  great. 

The  thickness  of  armor  hereafter  to  be  used  is  also  under  considera- 
tion. Heretofore  our  battle  ships  have  carried  very  heavy  belt,  diagonal, 
turret,  and  barbette  armor,  more  so  than  now  appears  necessary  or 
desirable,  in  consideration  of  the  improvements  recently  made  in  the 
quality  of  armor,  and  of  the  necessity  of  distributing  protection  over  a 
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greater  area  of  vessels'  sides  than  has  heretofore  been  the  practice. 
The  Bureau  is  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  12  inches  is  the  maximum 
thickness  of  armor  that  will  hereafter  be  required. 

NAVY- YARDS   AND   STATIONS. 

The  great  volume  of  work  under  this  Bureau  that  was  thrown  upon 
the  navy-yards  and  naval  stations  by  the  recent  war  was  handled  with 
dispatch  and  ability  by  the  commandants,  the  inspectors  of  ordnance, 
and  their  assistants.  New  York,  League  Island,  N"orfolk,  and  Mare 
Island  navy-yards  were  the  most  severely  taxed. 

At  Portsmouth,  N".  H.,the  auxiliary  vessels  Fiscataqua  and  Frolic  were 
fitted  out,  and  the  Essex  was  dismantled.  Considerable  ammunition 
was  put  up  for  shipment,  and  thirty-six  heavy  guns,  with  equipments 
and  ammunition,  were  prepared  for  coast  defense,  and  a  permanent  air- 
compressing  plant  for  the  use  of  torpedo  boats  was  installed. 

At  Boston, "Mass.,  the  following  auxiliary  vessels  were  fitted  out: 
Lebanon,  Southery,  Governor  Russell,  Oneida,  Vulcan.  Considerable 
ammunition  was  prepared  and  shipped  to  other  points,  and  nineteen 
heavy  guns  of  old  type,  with  ammunition  and  equipments,  were 
prepared  for  service  if  needed. 

The  Lancaster  was  dismantled  as  a  gunnery  ship  and  fitted  out  as  a 
station  vessel  for  Key  West. 

A  permanent  air-compressing  plant  for  torpedo  boats  was  installed. 

At  the  New  York  Navy- Yard  the  Ibllo  wing  auxiliary  vessels  were  fitted 
out,  viz:  Algonquin,  Nezinscot,  Tecumseh,  Wasp,  Wompatuck,  Osceola, 
Hornet,  Eagle,  Sioux,  TJncas,  Saturn,  Hawk,  Mayflower,  Harvard,  St. 
Louis,  Yankee,  Yale,  Prairie,  Resolute,  Scorpion,  Hist,  Restless,  Ccesar, 
Abarenda,  Free  Lance,  Viking,  Gloucester,  Aileen,  Leonidas,  Pompey, 
Badger,  Scindia,  Hannibal,  Alexander,  Enquirer,  Sylvia,  Stranger,  Hunt- 
ress, Elfrida,  Siren,  Glacier,  Supply,  Kanawha,  Sterling,  Niagara,  Pan- 
ther, and  Buffalo.  In  addition  guns  and  ammunition  were  supplied  to 
the  following  vessels  at  other  stations :  Mangrove,  Wilmot,  Samoset,  Mor- 
rill, Hamilton,  Hudson,  Woodbury,  Vixen,  Suwanee,  Hercules,  Windom, 
Penwood,  St.  Paul,  Southery,  lUawarra,  Justin,  Yankton,  Potomac, 
Goyle,  Yosemite,  Dixie,  Peoria,  Dorothea,  Vulcan,  Comanche,  Ice  Boat 
No.  3,  Wm.  H.  Brown,  Calumet,  Booth,  Inca,  East  Boston,  Seminole, 
Shearwater,  Apache,  Wompatuck,  Yacht  No.  295,  Titania,  Oneida,  and 
Manning. 

Work  of  greater  or  less  extent  was  also  performed  on  the  following 
vessels:  Cincinnati,  Indiana,  Brooklyn,  Iowa,  Massachusetts,  Texas, 
Columbia,  Detroit,  Annapolis,  Chicago,  Montgomery,  Marblehead,  Helena, 
Princeton,  Newport,  Puritan,  Kearsarge,  Dolphin,  Mayflower,  New 
Orleans,  Ericsson,  Porter,  Foote,  New  Hampshire,  San  Francisco,  and 
Topeka. 

Guns  and  ammunition  were  also  shipped  to  the  following  vessels: 
Newark,  Bancroft,  Castine,  Texas,  Princeton,  Fern,  Morris,  Amphitrite, 
Massachusetts,  Indiana,  Leyden,  Miantonomoh,  Lancaster,  Dahlgren, 
Graven,  Davis,  Fox,  Fish  Hawk,  Nahant,  Cincinnati,  McKee,  Philadel- 
phia, Farragut,  Marblehead,  and  Dolphin. 

Large  quantities  of  miscellaneous  outfits  for  guns,  etc.,  were  manu- 
factured and  distributed,  and  this  being  the  principal  depot  for  receiv- 
ing and  shipping  supplies,  many  thousand  rounds  of  ammunition  of  all 
calibers  were  received,  prepared  for  issue,  and  sent  to  destination. 

Transportation  facilities  being  deficient,  the  steamer  Right  Arm  and 
a  large  covered  lighter  with  derrick  and  steam  hoisting  gear  were  pur- 
chased for  use  of  the  Ordnance  Department. 
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An  air-compressiug  plant  for  torpedo  boats  was  installed,  and  a  new 
ordnance  machine  shop  was  equipped  with  new  power  plant  and  new 
machinery. 

At  this  yard  forty-eight  vessels  were  surveyed,  transformed  for  war 
service,  provided  with  batteries,  ammunition  and  ordnance  outfits,  and 
the  guns,  ammunition,  and  outfits  for  forty-one  vessels  at  other  yards 
were  prepared  and  shipped  during  the  ten  weeks  between  April  15 
and  July  1, 1898. 

During  the  same  period  the  vessels  already  commissioned  were  receiv- 
ing additions  to  their  batteries,  new  material  for  old,  and  a  large 
increase  of  their  ammunition  supply.  These  were  sent  to  other  stations 
by  water  and  by  rail;  the  latter  often  in  solid  trains  to  points  thou- 
sands of  miles  distant,  with  the  result  that  the  needs  of  ships  were  met 
with  great  promptness.  The  transportation  companies  vied  with  each 
other  in  quick  deliveries,  and  freight  trains  loaded  with  ammunition 
were  rushed  to  San  Francisco  and  Port  Tampa  on  passenger  schedules. 
Too  much  praise  can  not  be  bestowed  on  the  Inspector  of  Ordnance, 
Commander  William  Swift,  U.  S.  N.,  and  the  oflicers  and  ordnance 
employees  at  the  New  York  Navy- Yard  for  th«ir  diligence  and  efficiency. 

At  the  League  Island  Navy- Yard  the  Vesuvius  was  fitted  out;  also 
the  Columbia,  Minneapolis,  Katahdin,  Miantonomoh,  Vixen,  Justin,  Doro- 
thea, Peoria,  Princeton,  Fish  Hawk,  Massasoit,  Arctic,  St.  Paul,  St.  Louis; 
also  the  following  single-turreted  monitors :  Montauk,  Nahant,  Jason, 
Lehigh,  Gatskill,  Mahopac,  Manhattan,  Ajax,  and  Ganonicus  were  pre- 
pared for  service.  Ammunition  was  also  prepared  for  the  mouitors 
Nantucket,  Passaic,  and  Wyandotte  at  other  stations. 

Thirteen  old  style  guns  and  mounts  and  ammunition  were  prepared 
for  use  if  needed,  and  large  quantities  of  ammunition  were  received, 
prepared  for  shipment,  and  dispatched  to  other  points. 

The  auxiliary  cruiser  St.  Paul  was  fitted  out  at  Cramp's  shipyard, 
but  her  ammunition  and  ordnance  outfit  were  prepared  at  League 
Island. 

At  the  works  of  the  Newport  News  Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Docks 
Company  the  Yosemite,  Bixie^  Yale,  and  Harvard  received  their  bat- 
teries, and  the  Brooklyn  had  new  elevating  gear  for  her  8-iuch  guns 
installed,  under  the  cognizance  of  this  Bureau. 

At  the  Norfolk  Navy-Yard  the  following  vessels  were  fitted  out: 
Yankton,  Armeria,  Maple,  Suwanee,  Morrill,  Hamilton,  Windom,  Manning, 
Hudson,  Merrimac,  Iris,  Apache,  and  Cdssius.  Twenty -three  heavy  guns 
of  old  type,  with  ammunition  and  equipments,  were  prepared  for  use  if 
needed. 

At  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C,  the  Hercules  was  fitted  out,  an  air- compressing 
plant  for  the  use  of  torpedo  boats  was  installed,  and  a  naval  battery 
of  four  8-inch  rifles  was,  under  the  direction  of  Commander  C.  H. 
Eockwell,  the  commandant  of  the  station,  erected,  with  suitable  plat- 
form, magazines,  etc. 

At  Charleston,  S.  C,  the  following  vessels  were  fitted  out,  viz :  Waban, 
Chickasaw,  Cheyenne. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  having  been  designated  as  a  naval  base,  became  the 
point  of  shipment  for  large  quantities  of  ammunition  and  ordnance 
supplies,  much  of  which  was  shipped  by  rail  to  Port  Tampa  and  thence 
by  water  to  Key  West. 

The  absence  of  proper  facilities  at  this  point  and  the  fact  that  ves- 
sels of  heavy  draft  of  water  could  not  get  to  the  inner  harbor  rendered 
the  work  of  supplying  them  with  ammunition  arduous  in  the  extreme, 
and  much  credit  is  due  to  the  commandant,  Commander  Forsyth,  for 
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the  able  manner  with  which  he  performed  his  duty  in  the  face  of  so 
many  obstacles.  An  air-compressing  plant  for  the  nse  of  torpedo  boats 
was  installed  at  this  point.  The  following  vessels  were  fitted  out  at 
this  station :  Leyden,  Samoset,  and  Mangrove. 

At  Pensacola,  Fla.,  the  following  vessels  were  fitted  out:  Potomac, 
Choctaw,  Powhatan,  Tacoma. 

At  the  Mare  Island  Navy-Yard,  Gal.,  the  following  vessels  were  fitted 
out:  Oity  of  Pelcin  and  Bfutus,  and  at  the  Union  Iron  Works  the  Fear- 
less, Active,  Vigilant,  and  Albatross.  Large  quantities  of  ammun'tioii 
and  ordnance  supplies  were  prepared  and  shipped  to  the  Asiatic  station ; 
also  a  considerable  number  of  gun-cotton  mines,  with  cables,  etc.  At 
this  navy-yard  an  ordnance  machine  shop,  equipped  with  modern  tools, 
is  much  needed. 

SMOKELESS   POWDER. 

After  many  difflculties  the  manufacture  of  a  purely  smokeless  pow- 
der, luiide  by  the  Bureau's  formula  from  soluble  nitrocellulose  dissolved 
in  ether  alcohol,  uniform  in  character,  and  possessing  good  keeping 
qualities,  has  become  an  accomplished  fact.  Considerable  quantities 
have  already  been  provided  and  a  few  vessels  have  been  given  com- 
plete outfits;  all  vessels  fitted  out  hereafter  will,  if  time  and  money 
permit,  be  supplied  exclusively  with  smokeless  powder,  except  a  certain 
number  of  charges  of  brown  powder  to  be  used  for  target  practice,  in 
order  that  the  supply  of  the  latter  on  hand  may  be  used  up,  and 
because  it  is  cheaper  than  smokeless  powder. 

The  Bureau  could  have  supplied  considerable  quantities  of  smokeless 
])owder  to  various  vessels  during  the  late  war,  but,  as  owing  to  lack  of 
time  it  was  impracticable  to  supply  complete  outfits,  it  seemed  useless 
to  supply  it  in  part,  as  a  few  guns  using  brown  powder  would  nullify 
the  advantages  gained  by  the  use  of  smokeless  powder  in  others. 

The  Bureau  has  now  in  process  of  manufacture  a  large  quantity  and 
will  endeavor  to  accumulate  a  sufiicient  supply  to  gradually  introduce 
it  into  all  vessels  in  the  service. 

Congress  at  its  last  session  having  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  erection  of  a  Government  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  smokeless 
powder,  a  parcel  of  land  on  the  Indian  Head  reservation  has  been 
cleared  for  the  purpose.  An  electric  railroad  is  being  built  to  connect 
the  site  with  the  proving  ground,  and  plans  have  been  prepared  and 
building  operations  are  now  in  progress.  The  establishment  will  con- 
sist of  a  laboratory  and  office  building,  boiler  house,  electric-power 
station,  and  buildings  for  the  storage  of  cotton,  picking  and  drying  of 
cotton,  nitrating  house,  pulping  and  poaching  house,  alcohol  dehydrat- 
ing and  rectifying,  mixing,  pressing,  and  cutting  powder,  manufacture 
of  ether,  drying  houses  for  powder  and  packing  house,  powder  maga- 
zines, acid  mixing  and  storehouse,  nitric  acid  factory,  and  dwellings 
for  principal  employees.  The  works  will  be  operated  by  electric  power 
and  will  embrace  the  most  approved  types  of  powder-making  machinery. 
A  standpipe  of  300,000  gallons'  capacity,  supplied  from  artesian  wells, 
will  furnish  the  water  supply. 

The  land  is  well  situated  on  Mattawoman  Creek,  an  estuary  of  the 
Potomac,  being  quite  remote  from  any  populous  districts,  and  can  be 
approached  by  land  or  by  water. 

TORPEDOES  AND  TORPEDO  MATERIAL. 

Torpedoes. Since  the  date  of  the  last  report  a  contract  has  been 
concluded  for  fifty  short  Mark  III  Whitehead  torpedoes,  fitted  with 
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t)bry  gears,  aud  for  tweuty-flve  long  Mark  I  Whitehead  torpedoes, 
also  fitted  with  Obry  gears. 

Just  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  recent  war  the  following-named 
torpedoes  were  purchased  abroad : 

Ten  long  5-nieter  by  45centimeter  Admiralty  Whitehead. 

Pour  long  5-meter  by  45-centimeter  Brazilian  Whitehead. 

Eight  short  3.55-meter  by  45-centimeter  Brazilian  Whitehead. 

Twelve  Schwartzkopflf. 

The  Brazilian  torpedoes  were  purchased  with  the  New  Orleans  and 
Albany. 

One  Schwartzkopft'  torpedo  was  picked  up  during  the  war  off  Santi- 
ago de  Cuba  by  the  torpedo  boat  Porter.  The  following  torpedo  material 
was  recovered  from  the  wrecks  of  the  Maria  Teresa  and  Oquendo,  viz, 
16  automobile  torpedoes  (15  Sch  wartzkopff  and  1  Whitehead),  11  exercise 
heads,  10  war  heads  (loaded),  2  war  noses  with  dry  primers  attached. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  torpedoes  in  service,  lost  or 
damaged  beyond  repair,  on  hand  at  yards  and  stations,  required  for 
ships  and  boats  to  complete  outfits,  and  the  reserve  remaining  available 
for  issue : 

Torpedoes  and  torpedo  material. 
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a  This  item  does  not  include  88  long  5-meter  Whitehead  torpedoes  required  to  outfit  the  3  battle  ships 
and  16  torpedo-boat  destroyers  appropriated  for  by  the  last  Congress. 

All  torpedoes  how  being  manufactured  are  to  be  fitted  with  Obry 
gears,  and  these  are  now  functioning  well  in  service. 

Some  experiments  with  the  Cunningham  rocket  torpedo,  carried  on 
by  the  inventors,  were  witnessed  by  a  board  of  officers  from  the  torpedo 
station.  These  experiments  resulted  in  complete  failure.  Three  of  the 
torpedoes,  weighing  about  930  j)ounds  each,  were  successfully  launched 
from  an  underwater  tube  rigged  in  the  bow  of  a  schooner,  but  their 
performance  was  most  erratic.  The  fourth  exploded  within  the  tube, 
wrecking  aud  sinking  the  schooner.    Fortunately  no  person  was  injured. 

Torpf  do -launching  apparatus. — Since  last  report  thirty-eight  addi 
tional  5-meter  central  pivot  tubes  and  mounts  have  been  ordered  for 
the  torpedo-boat  destroyers. 

In  the  future  no  more  torpedo  tubes  will  be  placed  on  board  the 
unarmored  cruisers,  and  in  the  case  of  armored  cruisers  and  battle 
ships  under- water  discharge  tubes  alone  will  be  installed. 

A  design  of  under- water  tube  has  been  adopted  for  use  iu  the  new 
battle  ships,  and  preliminary  work  has  already  begun  at  the  Naval  Gun 
Factory  for  the  manufacture  of  the  requisite  h:^mber. 

Just  prior  to  the  recent  war  the  Howell  bow  and  stern  tubes  pre- 
viously removed  from  cruisers  were  converted  into  central  pivot  tubes, 


1148  PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING  THE 

and  mounts  were  built  for  these,  eleven  in  all.  These,  with  two  other 
central  pivot  Howell  tubes,  are  held  in  reserve. 

There  were  also  purchased  from  abroad  six  Schwartzkopff  central 
pivot  tubes  and  mounts,  including  two  purchased  with  the  torpedo  boat 
Sommers,  which  are  also  held  in  reserve. 

Air  compressors. — During  the  past  year  twenty-nine  air  compressors 
have  been  purchased.  It  is  believed  that  considerable  improvement 
can  be  made  in  these  machines,  and  a  new  design  for  both  ships  and 
boats  has  been  selected,  and  one  of  each  kind  will  be  thoroughly  tested. 

NAVAL  MA&AZINES. 

While  within  the  past  two  years  these  important  establishments 
have  received  considerable  attention  and  have  been  much  improved, 
especially  at  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk,  the  recent  war  has  accentuated 
the  necessity  of  increased  magazine  facilities  at  the  principal  naval 
stations. 

At  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  the  magazines  and  shell  houses,  though  small, 
are  in  excellent  condition ;  the  wharves  requiring  moderate  repairs  have 
been  put  in  good  order. 

At  Boston,  Mass.,  the  buildings  were  much  out  of  repair,  but  a  con- 
tract has  been  made,  and  the  work  is  now  in  progress  of  putting  a  new 
roof  on  the  main  magazine,  new  floor,  and  improving  its  ventilation. 
The  shell  houses  are  being  put  in  order  and  a  new  watchhouse  is  being 
built  and  the  magazine  grounds  have  been  inclosed  by  a  high  fence. 

At  New  York,  Fort  Lafayette  has  been  improved  to  meet  the  urgent 
demands  of  this  station.  Open  spaces  have  been  roofed  over,  case 
mates  converted  into  magazines,  filling  house  and  watchmen's  quarters 
erected,  wharf  extended,  channel  dredged,  and  steam  plant  put  in  for 
power  and  heat.  These  alterations  and  improvements  enabled  the 
Bureau  to  carry  on  with  dispatch  the  great  volume  of  work  devolving 
upon  this  station,,but  the  need  of  a  thoroughly  flrst-class  magazine, 
with  abundant  space  for  present  needs  and  room  for  future  expansion, 
is  more  apparent  than  ever.  The  arrival  of  several  battle  ships  and 
large  cruisers,  all  to  have  their  ammunition,  amounting  to  many  hun- 
dred tons,  removed  before  docking,  has  seriously  taxed  the  resources 
of  this  establishment.  Aboard  appointed  by  the  Department's  order 
to  select,  if  possible,  a  suitable  magazine  site  near  New  York  is  now 
in  session  for  that  purpose. 

The  magazine  at  Dover,  N.  J.,  is  in  good  condition  and  most  useful 
for  the  storage  of  reserve  ammunition.  Two  additional  filling  houses 
have  been  erected  at  this  point  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  situation, 
and  a  railroad  siding  of  about  800  feet  in  iength  has  been  completed. 

At  League  Island  the  magazines  are  in  good  condition.  An  addi- 
tional piece  of  land  adjoining  the  present  site  has  been  secured  by 
transfer  from  the  War  Department,  and  steps  are  now  being  taken  to 
erect  the  additional  buildings  and  fire  plant  and  to  extend  the  railroad 
facilities,  for  which  money  was  appropriated  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. When  completed,  these  improvements  should  be  sufficient  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  this  station  for  many  years. 

At  St.  Juliens  Creek,  Norfolk,  Ya.,  the  magazines  are  in  excellent 
condition,  but  inadequate  in  size  and  number  for  this  important  station. 
A  large  temporary  filling  house  was  erected  at  this  point  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  situation,  and,  an  allotment  having  been  made  for  the 
purpose,  tliree  new  buildings  for  magazines,  fire  plant,  and  stable  are 
about  to  be  contracted  for,  and  an  item  has  been  included  in  the  annual 
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estimates  for  an  additional  strip  of  land  in  order  to  extend  the  boundary 
line  to  a  point  more  remote  than  at  present  from  the  buildings.  Con- 
tract has  been  made  for  inclosing  the  grounds  with  a  high  fence. 

At  Mare  Island  Navy-Yard,  Oal.,  the  magazines  are  in  good  condi- 
tion, but  to  afford  the  necessary  facilities  a  temporary  filling  house  was 
recently  erected  at  that  point. 

The  niter  depot  at  Maiden  is  in  fairly  good  condition.  During  the 
past  six  months  the  Bureau  has  supplied  about  1,600  tons  of  saltpeter 
to  the  powder  manufacturers  from  this  depot. 

ARMOE. 

In  consequence  of  the  limitation  placed  by  Congress  as  to  the  price 
that  might  be  paid  for  armor,  the  Department  was  debarred  from  mak- 
ing contracts  for  armor  for  battle  ships  Alabama,  Illinois,  and  Wisconsin 
until  one  year  and  nine  months  after  the  vessels  themselves  bad  been 
contracted  for,  as  no  bids  could  be  obtained  for  armor  within  the  limit 
of  cost  allowed.  When,  by  subsequent  action.  Congress  raised  the 
limit  of  cost  from  $300  to  $400  per  ton,  contracts  were  made  (in  June 
last)  for  armor  for  the  above  vessels,  deliveries  to  begin  in  December 
next  and  to  continue  at  the  rate  of  300  tons  per  month  from  each  com- 
pany until  contracts  are  completed.  This  delay  in  contracting  for  the 
armor  until  so  long  a  period  after  the  vessels  had  been  contracted  for 
was  unfortunate,  as  it  prevents  the  Bureau  from  supplying  the  armor 
as  promptly  as  the  shipbuilders  require  it. 

The  total  weight  of  armor  required  for  the  three  vessels  referred  to 
has  been  divided  equally,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  between  the  two 
only  armor  manufacturers  in  this  country,  each  making  the  entire  armor 
for  one  ship  and  that  for  the  third  being  divided  between  the  two. 

All  the  armor  for  the  Kearsarge  and  Kentucky  has  been  delivered, 
with  the  exception  of  the  shutter  plates,  which  (-an  not  be  machine 
finished  until  all  other  plates  are  in  place,  which  depends  on  the  progress 
made  by  the  shipbuilders. 

The  armor  for  the  Alabama,  Illinois,  and  Wisconsin  is  advanced  far 
beyond  the  requirements  of  the  contract,  and  deliveries  will  begin  much 
in  advance  of  the  stipulated  time. 

Of  armor  there  has  been  delivered,  during  the  year,  for  the  Kearsarge, 
1,057  tons;  for  the  Kentucky,  1,0-40  tons;  for  the  Illinois,  Alabama, 
and  Wisconsin  (each  35  tons),  105  tons;  this  latter  being  the  diagonal 
for  these  ships,  and  was  furnished  by  the  ship  contractors  last  winter 
at  the  then  allowed  legal  rate  of  $300  per  ton. 

The  armor  now  under  contract  for  each  of  these  three  latter  ships  is 
2,659  tons. 

E"o  armor  has  yet  been  contracted  for  for  the  battle  ships  Maine,  3fis- 
souri,  and  Ohio,  nor  for  the  four  harbor  defense  monitors  authorized  by 
the  last  Congress. 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  method  of  face- 
hardening  armor,  as  applied  to  experimental  plates,  and  the  Bureau 
has  tested  one  of  6  inches  in  thickness  and  another  11|  inches  in  thick- 
ness, submitted  by  the  manufacturers,  both  of  which  showed  excellent 
qualities  somewhat  in  excess  of  plates  previously  presented  which  had 
been  treated  by  other  processes. 

There  is  but  little  doubt  that  armor  of  superior  quality  to  that  pre- 
viously used  can  be  manufactured,  resulting  in  a  considerable,  .saving 
of  weight  which  now  has  to  be  assigned  for  protection  in  armored 
vessels. 
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The  armor-factory  board,  appointed  by  the  Department  since  the 
date  of  the  Bureau's  last  report,  has  submitted  an  exhaustive  report 
on  the  subject  of  manufacturing  armor,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment 
of  a  Government  factory,  but  no  further  steps  have  been  taken  looking 
toward  the  erection  of  such  a  factory. 

NAVAL   PKOVING  GROUND. 

This  establishment  is  still  in  charge  of  Commander  A.  E.  Oouden, 
U.  S.  N.,  whose  excellent  services  entitle  him  to  the  Bureau's  commen- 
dation. With  but  little  official  assistance  at  any  time,  and  with  none 
whatever  at  times,  he  has  carried  on  the  exacting  and  varied  duties 
devolving  upon  him  with  promptness,  discretion,  and  ability.  The  work 
of  the  past  year  has  been  almost  exclusively  that  of  proving  guns  and 
mounts  and  tests  of  powder  and  projectiles.  The  large  contracts  of  both 
of  the  latter  now  in  hand  call  for  much  work.  There  have  been  no  fail- 
ures in  guns  proved  at  this  station.  Improvements  have  been  made  in 
extending  the  sea  wall,  in  constructing  a  new  bomb  proof,  and  in  the 
means  of  utilizing  mechanical  power.  The  report  of  the  officer  in  charge 
is  appended  hereto. 

The  erection  of  a  smokeless-powder  factory  on  the  proving-gronnd 
reservation  will  increase  its  importance.  The  work  is  now  in  progress 
and  is  referred  to  in  another  part  of  this  report. 

NAVAL   GUN  PACTORY. 

This  important  establishment  is  under  the  efficient  and  immediate 
charge  of  Commander  E.  O.  Pendleton,  TJ.  S.  N.,  the  superintendent, 
and  until  the  outbreak  of  the  recent  war  was  engaged  upon  the  cur- 
rent work  of  manufacturing  the  guns,  mounts,  and  outfits  for  new  ves- 
sels, etc.,  carrying  on  its  work  eight  hours  a  day.  As  soon  as  war 
became  imminent,  and  until  a  few  weeks  ago,  it  has  been  operated  con- 
tinuously, turning  out  guns,  mounts,  and  equipments  for  auxiliary  ves- 
sels, and  pushing  to  completion  the  batteries,  etc.,  for  new  vessels. 
Bapid  progress  was  made,  enabling  the  Bureau  to  supply  modern  bat- 
teries to  all  auxiliary  vessels  placed  in  commission  with  such  dispatch 
that  no  delay  was  caused  by  lack  of  armament.  An  immense  amount 
of  work,  and  in  great  detail,  has  been  accomplished,  as  is  shown  in  the 
interesting  report  of  the  superintendent  herewith.  The  present  author- 
ized increase  of  the  Navy,  to  be  undoubtedly  followed  by  a  still  further 
expansion,  renders  ifc  necessary  that  the  facilities  of  this  establishment 
should  keep  pace  with  the  probable  requirements  of  the  Department. 
The  shops  are  greatly  overcrowded,  impeding  the  progress  of  work,  and 
from  time  to  time  additional  buildings  should  be  erected  and  equipped 
with  machinery.  An  allotment  has  been  made  for  a  new  and  much- 
needed  machine  shop  for  miscellaneous  purposes,  and  very  rapid  prog- 
ress is  being  made  in  its  construction.  A  storehouse  for  guns  is  being 
erected,  but  owing  to  the  large  accumulation  growing  out  of  the  recent 
war  its  capacity  will  be  inadequate  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  situ- 
ation, and  an  allotment  has  been  requested  to  double  its  length. 

A  new  packing  and  shipping  house  is  also  urgently  needed. 

Some  projected  improvements  have  been  made,  and  others  are  in 
process.  New  galleries  and  overhead  crane  supports  will  soon  be 
erected  in  the  erecting  shop.  A  new  electric  overhead  traveling  crane 
has  been  installed  in  the  east  gun-carriage  shop,  and  has  relieved  the 
situation  very  much  as  to  handling  material.    Two  additional  boilers 
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are  being  added  to  the  central  power  plant.  The  copper-rolling  mill 
has  been  cleaned  out  of  its  antiquated  machinery,  and  is  being  pre- 
pared for  the  reception  of  cartridge  case  making  machinery,  all  of 
which  has  been  ordered,  and  is  in  an  advanced  state.  The  breech- 
mechanism  shop  should  have  its  walls  buttressed  and  raised  in  height 
and  a  new  roof  put  on.  The  north  gun  shop  should  be  extended  to  the 
north  to  give  additional  floor  space  under  the  100-ton  crane.  The 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  has  funds  to  put  a  new  roof  on  the  south 
gun  shop,  and  the  work  will  soon  be  in  hand.  Owing  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  war,  most  of  the  officers  on  the  active  list  were  detached  and 
ordered  to  sea,  and  their  places  were  filled  by  retired  officers,  who  per- 
formed their  duties  with  great  fidelity  and  diligence.  In  all  probability 
the  use  of  steam  power  as  now  applied  to  shafting  driven  by  belts  will 
soon  be  superseded  by  electric  power,  and  the  new  machine  shop  being 
built  will  have  all  its  machinery  driven  by  electric  motors.  The  Bureau 
also  favors  the  construction,  on  a  moderate  scale,  of  a  plant  for  making 
small  steel  castings  and  is  working  in  that  direction.  The  character 
and  cost  of  the  work  turned  out  at  the  Naval  Gun  Factory  reflects 
great  credit  on  officers,  men  in  charge,  and  on  the  employees,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  a  better  set  of  mechanics  can  be  found  in  the  country  than 
those  there  employed. 

TOBPBDO   STATION. 

This  station  is  still  under  the  immediate  and  efficient  charge  of  Lieut. 
Commander  T.  C.  McLean,  U.  S.  N.  It  has  been  engaged  in  the  prep- 
aration of  torpedoes  and  outfits  for  vessels  and  boats,  submarine  mines 
and  their  appurtenances;  in  the  manufacture  of  fuses  and  primers, 
electric  firing  outfits,  and  numerous  other  details  specially  pertaining 
to  the  station. 

Instruction  and  practice  work  with  torpedoes,  explosives,  and  vari- 
ous ordnance  appliances  and  apparatus  liave  been  continued  at  the 
station  during  the  year,  and  the  manufacture  of  extra  supplies  was 
pushed  to  the  full  capacity  of  the  plant. 

Descriptions  of  torpedoes  and  other  materials  and  instructions  for 
care  and  handling  were  prepared  or  revised  and  extended,  and  issued 
for  use  with  the  material. 

Special  instruction  has  been  given  to  officers  who  have  been  ordered 
to  the  station  for  that  purpose. 

Officers  and  crews  of  torpedo  boats  which  were  sent  to  the  station 
for  armament  and  outfits  received  practical  instruction  in  the  care  and 
handling  of  their  torpedoes  and  assistance  in  target  practice. 

The  course  of  instruction  for  seamen  gunners  has  been  carried  ou  as 
regularly  as  possible,  being  instructed  in  diving,  in  the  care  and  man- 
agement of  high-speed  engines,  dynamos,  search  lights,  and  care  and 
repair  of  torpedoes,  and  in  the  practical  work  of  preparing  and  lavinch- 
ing  torpedoes.  The  number  of  men  under  instruction  during  the  year 
was  sixty-four. 

During  the  year  .Whitehead  torpedoes  and  outfits  were  supplied  to  the 
following  torpedo  boats,  viz:  Porter,  Dupont,  Foote,  Winslow,  Badgers, 
Rowan,  Gwin,  Talbot,  Morris,  McEee,  and  Farragut,  and  the  following 
vessels,  viz :  Columbia,  Minneapolis,  Mayflower,  and  Ne^o  Orleans.  Sev- 
enty-one torpedoes  have  been  supplied  to  vessels,  boats,  and  to  stations. 

In  addition,  the  torpedoes  and  outfits  are  now  ready  for  torpedo  boats 
Mackenzie,  Davis,  and  Fox. 

A  set  of  plans  for  a  smokeless-powder  factory,  with  specifications  for 
buildings  and  machinery,  was  prepared  at  the  station. 
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The  manufacture  of  smokeless-powder  for  various  caliber  guns  has 
been  carried  on,  and  much  experimental  and  analytical  work  has  been 
performed  In  the  laboratory. 

Numerous  experiments  have  indicated  the  desirability  of  radical 
changes  in  nearly  every  step  of  the  process  of  the  manufacture  of  nitro- 
cellulose for  smokeless  powder.  As  a  result  of  these  changes  the  process 
has  been  much  simplified,  the  expense  has  been  reduced,  and  the 
product  is  of  greater  uniformity  and  perfect  stability. 

A  great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  method  of  purification 
of  nitrocellulose,  and  the  material  so  purified  has  proven  to  be  a  most 
excellent  material  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  smokeless  powder. 
The  nitration  has  been  uniform  and  complete,  and  its  stability  has  been 
perfectly  maintained. 

Some  interesting  experiments  with  liquid  fuel  have  been  carried  out 
on  board  the  torpedo  boat  Stiletto. 

Alterations  and  improvements  have  been  made  to  the  quarters  of 
seamen  gunners. 

Two  new  boilers  have  been  installed  in  the  boiler  house,  the  sea 
wall  has  been  extended,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  buildings, 
grounds,  boats,  wharves,  etc.,  is  good.  The  report  of  the  inspector  of 
ordnance  in  charge  is  appended. 

The  officers  and  civil  force  on  ordnance  duty  at  the  various  navy -yards 
and  stations  and  in  the  Bureau,  and  the  inspectors  at  private  works  have 
been  severely  taxed,  and  have  all  rendered  valuable  service  and  been 
zealous  and  diligent  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  such  suc- 
cess as  the  Bureau  has  been  able  to  achieve  during  the  past  year  in  its 
various  operations  is  largely  due  to  their  efiQcient  aid. 

The  following  papers  accompany  this  report : 

A. — Detailed  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 

B. — Annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Naval  Gun  Factory. 

C. — Annual  report  of  the  inspector  of  ordnance  in  charge  of  the  Naval  Torpedo 
Station,  Newport,  E.  I. 

D, — Annual  report  of  the  inspector  of  ordnance  in  charge  of  the  Naval  Proving 
Ground,  Indian  Head,  Md. 

Eespectfully,  Charles  O'Neil, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 
The  Sbckbtary  of  the  Navy. 


KBPOET  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE   BUREAU   OP  CONSTEUC- 
TION  AND  EEPAIE. 

Navy  Dbpaktmbnt, 
Bureau  op  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  September  24,  1898. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  Department's  instructions,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the  work  done  under  the  cognizance  of 
this  Bureau  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  and  also  sub- 
mit estimates  for  appropriations  required  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1900. 
The  estimate  marked  A  is  for  the  salaries  of  employees  in  the  Bureau. 
The  estimate  marked  B  is  for  tlie  general  repair  of  vessels  at  navy 
yards  and  on  foreign  stations,  purchase  of  stores,  materials,  machinery, 
tools  of  all  kinds,  preservation  of  machinery  and  stores,  and  for  the 
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proper  performance  of  all  work  not  otherwise  provided  for  under  the 
cognizance  of  this  Bureau. 

The  estimates  marked  B  Special  are  for  the  improvement  "of  con- 
struction plants  at  the  several  navy-yards  and  naval  stations. 

The  estimates  marked  B  1  Special  is  for  the  commencement  of  repairs 
to  the  U.  S.  S.  Constitution  ("Old  Ironsides"),  to  fit  her  for  use  as  a 
training  ship. 

The  estimates  marked  0  are  for  the  pay  of  such  clerks  and  writers 
at  the  several  navy-yards  as  are  indispensable  for  the  proper  and  sys- 
tematic prosecution  of  the  work. 

The  estimates  marked  D  are  for  continuing  the  work  on  hulls  and 
outfits  of  vessels  in  course  of  construction. 

ESTIMATES,  APPEOPRIATIOIT  CONSTaTTCTION  AND  REPAIR,   1899-1900. 

Estimates  of  the  appropriations  required  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900,  by  the 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Navy  Department. 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditures  aud  explanations. 


Estimated 

amount 

required  for 

each  detailed 

object. 


Total  amount 
to  be  appro- 
priated under 

each  head 
of  appropri- 
ation. 


Amount 

appropriated 

for  current 

fiscal  year 

ending  June 

30,  1899. 


A.  Salaries. 


Chief  clerk  (appropriated) 

Increase  of  pay  to  $2,000  (submitted) 

One  draftsman  (appropriated) 

One  assistant  draftsman  (appropriated) 

One  clerk  of  class  3  (appropriated) 

Increase  of  pay  to  $1,800,  class  4  (submitted). 

One  clerk  of  class  3  (appropriated) 

One  clerk  of  class  2  (submitted) . 


Two  clerks  of  class  1,  at  $1,200  each  (appropriated) 

Four  clerks  of  class  1  (two  of  whom  snail  be  competent 

stenographers),  at  $1,200  each  (submitted)  a 

One  assistant  messenger  (appropriated) 

One  laborer  (appropriated) 


$1, 800.  00 
200.  00 
1, 800.  00 
1, 400. 00 
1, 600,  00 
200.  00 
1,  600.  00 
1, 400.  00 
2, 400.  00 

4,  800.  00 
720. 00 
C60.  00 


B.  Construction  and  repair  of  vesseU. 

For  preservation  and  completion  of  vessels  on  the  stocks 
and  in  ordinary ;  purchase  of  materials  and  stores  of  all 
kinds;  steam  steerers,  pneumatic  steerers,  steam  cap- 
stans, steam  windlasses,  and  all  other  au-siliaries ;  labor 
in  navy -yards  and  on  foreign  stations;  purchase  of 
machinery  and  tools  for  use  in  shops ;  carrying  on  work 
of  experimental  model  tank;  designing  naval  vessels ; 
wear,  tear,  and  repair  ol  vessels  afloat ;  general  care, 
increase,  and  protection  of  the  Navy  in  the  line  of  con- 
struction and  repair;  incidental  expenses,  such  as 
advertising,  freight,  foreign  postage,  tele^ams,  tele- 
phone service,  photographing,  books,  professional  maga- 
zines, plans,  stationery,  and  instruments  for  drafting 
room  (appropriated,  act  of  May  4, 1898) 

Appropriated  by  deficiency  act,  July  7, 1898,  for  six  months 
beginning  July  1,1898 


$18, 580 


$11, 980 


3, 000,  000. 00 


B.  Special^Improveimnt  of  construction  plants. 

For  repairs  to,  and  improvement  of,  plant  at  navy- yard, 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.  (appropriated) 

For  repairs  to,  and  improvement  of,  plant  at  navy-yard, 

Boston,  Mass.  (appropriated) - - 

For  repairs  to,  and  improvement  of,  plant  at  navy -yard. 

New  Tork,  N.  Y.  (appropriated) -  - 

For  repairs  to,  and  improvement  of,  plant  at  navy -yard. 

League  Island,  Pa.  (appropriated) -  - 

For  repairs  to,  and  irojprovement  of,  plant  at  navy-yard, 

Norfolk,  Va.  (appropriated) 

(Appropriated,  act  May  4, 1898.) 

a  These  clerks  are  now  employed  in  the  Bureau  and  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  "Increase  of  the 
Navy." 

Ab.  98 73 


25,000.00 
25, 000. 00 
25,  000.  00 
25, 000. 00 
25,  000. 00 


25,  000 
25, 000 
25, 000 
25,  000 
25,  000 


2,  500, 000 
7, 450,  000 

50,  000 
50,  000 
50,  000 
50, 000 
50, 000 
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Estimates  of  the  appropriations  required  for  the  fiscal  year,  etc. — Continued. 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditures  and  explanations. 


Estimated 

amount 

required  for 

eacn  detailed 

object. 


Total  amount 
to  be  appro, 
priated  under 

each  head^ 
of  appropri- 
ation. 


Amount 

appropriated 

for  current 

fiscal  year 

ending  June 
30,  1899. 


B.  Special — Improvement  of  construction  plants— CanV^. 

For  repairs  to,  and  improvement  of,  plant  at  navy-yard, 

Fensacola,  Fla.  (submitted) 

For  repairs  to,  and  improvement  of,  plant  at  navy-yard, 

Mare  Island,  Gal.  (appropriated) .' 

(Appropriated,  act  May  4, 1898.) 
For  repairs  to.  and  improvement  of,  plant  at  naval  station, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  (appropriated) 

(Appropriated,  act  Mar.  3, 1897.) 
For  repairs  to,  and  improvement  of,  plant  at  naval  station, 

Key  West,  Fla.  (submitted) 

For  repairs  to,  and  improvement  of,  plant  at  Puget  Sound 

Naval  Station,  "Wastington  (appropriated) 

(Appropriated,  act  3Ml,y  4, 1898.) 

B  1.  Special— JRepairs  to  Constitution. 

For  commencement  of  repairs  to  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Constitution, 
to  fit  her  for  use  as  a  training  ship  (submitted) 

C.  Civil  establishment. 

At  navy-yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. : 

One  clerk  to  naval  constructor  (appropriated) 

Two  writers,  at  $1,017.25  each  (appropriated) 

At  navy-yard,  Boston,  Mass. : 

One  clerk  to  naval  constructor  (appropriated) 

One  writer,  at  $1,017.25  (appropriated) 

At  navy-yard,  New  Tort,  N.  x. : 

One  clerk  to  naval  constructor  (appropriated) , 

Three  writers,  at  $1, 017. 25  each  (appropriated) , 

At  navy-yard,  League  Island,  Pa. : 

One  clerk  to  naval  constructor  (appropriated) , 

One  writer,  at  $1,017.25  (appropriated) 

At  navy-yard,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

One  clerk  to  naval  constructor  (appropriated) 

At  navy-yard,  Norfolk,  Va. : 

One  clerk  to  naval  constructor  (appropriated) 

Two  writers,  at  $1,017.25  each  (appropriated) 

At  naval  station,  Port  Eoyal,  S.  0. : 

One  clerk  to  naval  constructor  (appropriated) 

At  navy-yard,  Pensacola,  Fla. : 

One  writer,  at  $1,017.25  (appropriated) 

At  navy-yard.  Mare  Island,  Cal, : 

One  clerk  to  naval  constructor  (appropriated) , 

Two  writers,  at  $1,017.25  each  (appropriated) , 

D.  Increase  of  the  Navy—  Construction  am,d  machinery. 

On  account  of  hulls  and  outfits  of  vessels  and  steam  ma- 
chinery of  vessels  heretofore  authorized 

(See  joint  letter  below.) 


$25, 000. 00 
25, 000. 00 

25,  000. 00 

25, 000.  00 
25,  000.  00 


150, 000. 00 


1,  400. 00 
2, 034.  50 

1, 400.  00 
1,  017. 25 

1,400.00 
3,  051. 75 

1, 400. 00 
1,  017.  25 

1, 400. 00 

1, 400.  00 
2, 034.  50 

1, 400.  00 

1,  017. 25 

1,  400. 00 
2, 034. 50 


$25, 000 
25,  000 

25, 000 

25,  000 
25,  000 


150,  000 


23, 407 


5, 992,  402. 00 


23, 407 


13, 648, 473 


Washington,  August  SOj  1898, 
Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  in  dnplicate,  joint  estimates  (inclos- 
ures  Nos.  1  and  2)  of  the  amounts  req[uired  by  the  bureaus  of  Construction  and 
Repair  and  Steam  Engineering,  under  appropriation  "Increase  of  the  Navy,  con- 
struction and  machinery,"  for  work  on  new  vessels  authorized  by  Congress,  to  June 
30  1900,  as  per  statements  in  detail  herewith  (inclosures  Nos.  3  and  4),  viz: 

Sheet  D. 


Under  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair: 

For  fiscal  year  1898-99 $5,155,744 

For  fiscal  year  1899-1900 7,465,906 

Total $12,621,650 
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Under  Bureau  of  Steam  Engiueering : 

For  fiscal  year  1898-99 $3,587,992 

For  fi8oai  year  1899-1900 4,144,246 

Total $7,732,238 

Aggregate 20,353,888 

Balance  in  Treasury  available  for  above  July  1,  1898  (less  the  sum  of 
$260,000  for  one  gunboat  to  take  the  place  of  the  Michigan  on  the  Great 
Lakes,  authorized  by  act  approved  May  4, 1898,  said  vessel  to  be  built 

as  soon  as  permitted  under  treaty) 14,  361,486 

Appropriation  required  for  fiscal  year  1899-1900 5,992,402 

This  amount,  $5,992,402,  is  the  estimated  amount  required  to  be  appropriated  for 
work  on  new  vessels  authorized  by  Congress  for  "Increase  of  the  Navy,  construc- 
tion, and  machinery,"  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900. 
Very  respectfully, 

Philip  Hichborn, 
Chief  Constructor,  TJ.  S.  N.,  Chief  of  Bureau. 

Gbo.  W.  Mblville, 
Engineer  in  Chief,  U.  S.  N.,  Chief  of  Bureau. 

In  the  above  figures  it  will  be  noted  that  the  estimated  requirements 
under  Class  B,  "Construction  and  repair  of  vessels,"  have  been  placed 
at  $3,000,000,  being  an  increase  of  $500,000  over  the  amount  appropri- 
ated for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899.  This  is  a  moderate 
increase,  considering  the  probable  demands  upon  the  appropriation, 
due  to  the  enlarged  number  of  naval  vessels  in  commission,  besides  such 
auxiliary  vessels  as  may  be  retained  in  active  service. 

In  the  estimates  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  submitted  with  theBureau's 
report  of  last  year,  certain  funds  were  requested  for  the  specific  purpose 
of  improving  the  efficiency  of  navy-yard  plants.  In  submitting  these 
estimates  the  Bureau  was  careful  to  point  out  the  urgency  for  the  appro- 
priation, quoting  extracts  from  naval  constructors'  reports,  in  connection 
therewith,  to  show  that  the  amount  asked  for  would  cover  only  a  portion 
of  the  essential  improvements. 

In  the  act  approved  May  4,  1898,  Congress  appropriated  funds  for 
this  purpose,  as  estimated,  except  in  the  case  of  the  Puget  Sound  naval 
station  (reduced  to  $20,000),  and  no  doubt  realized  fully  the  necessity 
for  their  expenditure. 

The  funds  made  available  have  been  or  are  being  expended  as  advan- 
tageously as  possible,  but  the  necessity  for  continued  improvement  and 
maintenance,  especially  under  the  present  increased  demands  on  navy 
yards  as  above  pointed  out,  must  be  evident.  Moreover,  recent  events 
have  emphasized  the  desirability  of  placing  the  smaller  stations  on  an 
efficient  basis  for  the  prompt  execution  of  such  repairs  as  may  be 
necessary. 

The  Bureau,  therefore,  includes  in  its  estimates,  marked  B  1  special, 
the  sum  of  $250,000  for  repairs  and  improvements  to  navy-yard  plants, 
being  $25,000,  or  half  the  amount  estimated  last  year,  to  be  applied  to 
each  of  the  navy  yards  at  Portsmouth,  Boston,  New  York,  League 
Island,  Norfolk,  Port  Eoyal,  Key  West,  Pensacola,  Mare  Island,  and 
Puget  Sound. 

Extracts  from  the  reports  of  naval  constructors,  covering  the  present 
requirements  of  the  several  stations,  are  again  quoted  in  the  latter  part 
of  this  report. 

DEVELOPMENT   OF   THE  MINOR  NAVAL   STATIONS. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  importance  of  properly  equipping  and 
maintaining  the  plants  at  the  minor  naval  stations  along  the  coast  of 
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the  United  States,  already  established.  With  the  very  great  extent  of 
coast  line,  with  the  prospect  of  additional  outlying  possessions  and  the 
accompanying  increased  importance  of  our  foreign  relations  and  of  the 
Navy,  these  stations,  separated  as  they  are,  may  develop  into  consider- 
able importance  at  any  time.  Had  the  consequences  of  the  recent 
engagements  in  the  West  Indies  been  nearly  so  serious  as  there  was 
reason  to  expect  they  might  be,  the  stations  on  the  Southern  and  Gulf 
coasts  would  have  been  required  for  active  repairs  on  vessels  which  it 
would  have  been  impracticable  to  send  to  Northern  yards. 

The  first  cost  of  equipping  a  moderate  plant  at  each  of  these  stations 
would  not  be  excessive.  The  principal  drawbacks  to  their  efiQcient 
maintenance  are  caused  by  their  location  relative  to  shipbuilding  cen- 
ters. Work  similar  to  that  which  is  required  at  navy-yards  is  not 
carried  on  in  their  vicinity,  and  mechanics  can  not  be  obtained  in  many 
cases  except  from  the  North.  Moreover,  skilled  mechanics  can  not  be 
satisfactorily  obtained  in  that  manner  at  ordinary  rates  of  pay,  owing 
to  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  probable  duration  of  their  employment, 
about  which  no  assurance  can  be  given.  In  addition  to  this,  material 
is  difflcult  to  obtain,  particularly  with  any  degree  of  promptitude. 
Intelligent  and  reliable  contractors  hesitate  to  ship  goods  such  a  dis- 
tance with  the  uncertainty  attending  their  acceptance.  Eates  are  often 
dif&cult  to  obtain,  and  shipments  frequently  delayed  en  route. 

If  these  stations  are  to  be  maintained  in  a  condition  ready  for  work 
at  all  times  the  first  difficulty  should  be  met  by  an  effort  to  keep  the 
plants  constantly  employed  on  a  small  amount  of  general  work  in 
order  that  a  suitable  force  may  be  on  hand  in  the  event  of  an  emergency. 
To  meet  the  second  difflculty  proper  storehouses  should  be  erected 
where  necessary  and  suitable  material  in  sufficient  quantity  should  be 
kept  on  hand.  The  question  of  supplies  will  be  referred  to  more  in 
detail  further  on  in  this  report. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  minor  naval  stations,  it  is  suggested 
that  proper  steps  should  be  taken  to  install  a  suitable  plant  and  store- 
houses in  connection  with  the  floating  dock  to  be  located  at  Algiers, 
La.,  and  that  such  work  should  be  carried  on  concurrently  with  the 
construction  of  said  dock. 

SUPPLIES  FOE  NATY-YABD   WORK. 

As  stated  above,  an  important  factor  in  the  prompt  and  efficient 
execution  of  work  at  navy-yards  and  stations  is  the  prompt  procurement 
of  supplies  required  to  carry  on  work.  This  matter  particularly  affects 
the  smaller  yards,  work  in  some  cases  being  delayed  months  on  account 
of  the  nonreceipt  of  material. 

While  the  extension  of  the  naval  supply  fund,  resulting  from  the 
appropriation  for  that  purpose,  has  improved  the  conditions  in  this 
regard  and  enabled  tne  naval  constructors  to  procure  many  of  the 
supplies  necessary  in  carrying  on  their  work,  the  press  of  work  brought 
about  by  recent  conditions  has  emphasized  the  desirability  of  some 
changes  in  the  method  of  purchase  of  supplies  not  obtainable  from  it. 
The  Bureau  recommends  the  extension  of  large  contracts  for  material 
under  the  naval  supply  fund  and  the  maintenance  of  a  considerable 
stock  of  imperishable  supplies  under  this  fund  at  all  yards.  Eevised 
stock  lists  should  be  prepared  for  each  yard  and  carefully  maintained 
within  limits  to  be  determined  upon.  The  matter  of  properly  main- 
taining the  stock  under  the-  naval  supply  fund  should  be  considered 
as  an  important  one. 
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There  are  many  articles  required  in  carrying  out  work  upon  ships 
which,  from  their  special  nature,  the  infrequent  demand  for  them,  or 
other  reasons,  are  not  to  be  had  from  the  naval  supply  fund,  and  the 
necessity  for  which  can  not,  for  similar  reasons,  be  anticipated.  Experi- 
ence shows  that,  with  the  method  of  purchase  usually  followed,  orders 
for  such  material  are  not  placed  until  at  least  five  days,  and  are  some- 
times delayed  for  several  weeks,  after  the  requisition  has  left  the  office 
of  the  naval  constructor,  and  the  records  show  that  in  limiting  the 
time  of  delivery  of  articles,  attention  can  not  tie  paid  to  the  memoran- 
dum upon  the  requisition,  stating  when  the  goods  aie  required.  This, 
combined  with  the  frequent  failure  of  the  contractors  to  deliver  in  the 
time  specified,  causes  great  inconvenience  and  delay  in  carrying  out 
the  work  for  which  the  material  is  required. 

The  Bureau  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  purchase  system  which  occasions 
great  inconvenience  and  delay,  and  the  concomitant  increase  in  cost  of 
carrying  out  work  in  time  of  peace,  and  which  places  the  execution  of 
orders  in  the  hands  of  middlemen  or  agents  who  in  very  many  cases 
have  absolutely  no  knowledge  of  the  goods  they  are  contracting  to 
furnish,  should  give  place  to  a  system  which  will  insure  the  placing  of 
the  order  with  those  who  have  the  desired  material  on  hand  for  prompt 
delivery,  and  who  understand  the  needs  of  the  user  so  fully  as  to  meet 
them  without  the  necessity  of  frequent  rejections;  and  which  will,  fur- 
thermore, effect  an  economy  such  as  must  necessarily  result  from  the 
prompt  and  efficient  execution  of  work. 

In  regard  to  material  for  the  smaller  naval  stations,  removed  from 
the  markets  concerned — which  is,  as  a  rule,  purchased  by  the  pay  offi- 
cer attached  to  the  station — much  time  is  lost  in  correspondence,  in  the 
difficulties  attached  to  obtaining  satisfactory  bids,  in  deliveries  over 
various  systems  of  railroads,  etc.  Such  uiaterial  could  in  many  cases 
be  obtained  at  lower  rates,  and  more  promptly,  by  purchase  and  inspec- 
tion in  the  North,  followed  by  shipment  in  a  Government  transport. 

VESSELS  PURCHASED. 

The  war  in  which  the  country  is  engaged  necessitated  the  purchase 
of  a  large  number  of  vessels  for  addition  to  the  fighting  force  of  the 
Navy  and  for  auxiliary  purposes  incidental  to  a  state  of  war.  There 
is  given  in  the  table  below  a  list  of  these,  with  their  former  and  present 
names,  date  of  purchase,  and  name  of  previous  owner.  Further  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  these  vessels  will  be  found  in  the  "Table  of  ves- 
sels," forming  a  part  of  this  report. 

VESSELS  PTJECHASED. 


Name  before  purchase. 


Renamed. 


Columbia 

Alicia 

Almy 

Hermione 

D.  C.Ivans 

P.H.Wiae 

Wintlirop 

ElToro 

WUmot 

Edward  Luckenback 

Walter  A.  Luckenback.  -  - 

Atlas 

Josephine 

Mayflower 


Wasp 

Hornet 

Eagle 

Hawk 

Nezinscot 

Sioux 

Osceola 

Accomac 

Potomac 

Tecumseb  — 

TJncas 

Wampatuck . 

Vixen 

Mayflower. . . 


Date  of  pur- 
chase. 


Mar.  26, 1898 
Apr.  6,1898 
Apr.  2,1898 
do 

Mar.  26, 1898 
Mar.  26, 1898 
Mar.  31, 1898 
Mar.  26, 1898 
Apr.  14, 1898 
Apr.    2,1898 

do 

Apr.  4,1898 
Apr.  9,1898 
Mar.  19, 1898 


Previous  owners. 


J.  H.  Ladew. 
Henry  M.  Flagler. 
Frederick  Gallitin. 
Henry  L.  Pierce  estate. 
Moran  &  Co. 

Do. 
Staples  Coal  Co. 
Southern  Pacific  Line. 
Ocean  Towing  and  Wrecking  Co. 
Luckenback  &  Co. 

Do. 
standard  Oil  Co. 
T.  A.  B.  Widener. 
Ogden  G-oelet  estate. 
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Name  before  pnrcliase. 


Sovereign 

Creole 

Diogenes 

(Not  named) 

Do 

Saturn 

Lebanon 

El  Norte 

El  Rio 

El  Sol 

El  Slid 

Nictheroy 

Amazonas 

Almirante  Abru. 

Merrimac 

Niagara , 

Sterling 

Enterprise 

No.  18 


Naaban 

Zafiro 

Alice 

St.  Paul 

St.  Louis 

New  York 

Paris 

C.  G-.  Coyle 

Penwooa 

Fearless 

Vigilant 

Active 

Hercules 

Southery 

Venezuela 

Yumuri 

Yorktown 

T.  P.  Fowler 

Thespia 

Restless 

Ulawara 

Viking 

Cbatham 

Penelope 

Ri^ht  Arm 

Philadelphia 

Corsair 

Henemsba 

Free  Lance 

John  Dwight . . . 

Justin 

Hortense 

Aileen 

Scindia 

Comanche 

Illinois 

Kingstor 

Dorothea 

Gov.  Russell 

East  Boston 

"W.H.Brown 

J.D.Jones 

Celtic  King 

Rhsetia 

A.W.Booth 

Joseph  Holland . 
No.  3  (ice  boat)  . 

Atala 

Eliz.  Holland 

Harieoh 

Abarenda 

(Not  known) 

Peter  Jebsen 

No. 55 

Whitgift 

NorseKing 

Enquirer 

Inca 

Huntress 

Stranger 

Kate  Jones 


Renamed. 


Scorpion 

Solace 

Topeka 

Manly 

Somera 

Saturn 

Lebd^non 

Yankee 

Dixie 

Prairie 

Yoaemite 

Buffalo 

NewOrieans. 

Albany , 

Merrimac 

Niagara 

Steriing 

Modoc 

No,  18 


Nashan 

Zafiro 

AUce 

St.  Paul 

St.  Louis 

Harvard 

Yale 

Choctaw 

Powhatan 

Iroquois 

Vigilant 

Active 

Hercules 

Southery 

Panther 

Badger 

Resolute 

Mohawk 

Hist 

Restless 

Oneida 

Viking 

Vulcan 

Yankton 

Pontiac 

Peoria 

Gloucester 

Iris 

Free  Lance 

Pawnee 

Justin 

Takoma 

Aileen 

Scindia 

Frolic 

Supply 

CsBsar 

Dorothea 

Gov.  Russell - 

East  Boston 

Piscataqua 

Apache 

Celtic 

Caasius i 

Massasoit 

Hannibal 

Arctic 

Alexander 

Leonidas 

Pompey 

Abarenda 

Scipio 

Brutus 

"Water  Barge,  No.  1 

Nero 

Rainbow 

Enquirer 

Inca 

Huntress 

Stranger 

Seminole 


Date  of  pur- 
chase. 


Apr.  7,1898 
do 

Apr.  2,1898 
Apr.  13, 1898 
Mar.  26, 1898 
Apr.  2,1898 
Apr.  6,1898 

do 

Apr.  15, 1898 
Apr.    6,1898 

do 

July  11, 1898 
Mar.  16, 1898 

do 

Apr.  12, 1898 
Apr.  11, 1898 
Apr.  16, 1898 
Apr.  29, 1898 
Apr.  18, 1898 

Apr.  6,1898 
Apr.  9,1898 
Mar.  26, 1898 

Chartered. 

Apr.  19, 1898 
Apr.  8,1898 
Apr.  18, 1898 
Apr.  19, 1898 
Apr.  18, 1898 
Apr.  26, 1808 
Apr.  16, 1898 
Apr.  19, 1898 

do 

Apr.  21, 1898 
Apr.  23, 1898 
Apr.  22, 1898 

do 

May  31, 1898 
Apr.  22, 1898 
May  2,1898 
May  20, 1898 
Apr.  23, 1898 
May  23, 1898 
Apr.  23, 1898 
May  25,1898 


May  6, 1898 
Apr.  23, 1898 
Apr.  30, 1898 
May  2,1898 
May  12,1898 
May  28, 1898 
Apr.  30, 1898 
Apr.  21, 1898 
May  21, 1898 
May  11, 1898 
June  2,1898 
May  11,1898 
May  24, 1898 
May  14. 1898 
May  24, 1898 
Apr.  25, 1898 
Apr.  16, 1898 
May  21, 1898 
Apr.  25, 1898 
Apr.  16, 1898 
Apr  19,1898 
May    5,1898 

do 

June  3,1898 
May  25, 1898 
June  30, 1898 
June  29, 1898 

do 

June  13, 1898 
June  7,1898 
June  9,1898 
June  6,1898 


Previous  owners. 


M.  C.  D.  Borden. 

Cromwell  S.  S.  Line. 

Thames  Iron  "Works  (London). 

Chas.  R.  Flint. 

Schichau  "Works,  Elbing,  Germany. 

The  Boston  Towboat  Co. 

Philadelphia  and  Reading  R.  R.  Co. 

Southern  Pacific  Co. 

Southern  Pacific  Co. 

Do. 

Do. 
Brazilian  Government. 

Do. 

Do. 
Hogan  Line, 
"Ward  Line  S.  S.  Co. 
Black  Diamond  Transportation  Co, 
American  Towing^o. 
Philadelphia     Transportation      and 

Lightering  Co. 
Frank  Smythe. 
China  and  Manila  S.  S.  Co. 
John  M.  Worth. 
International  Navigation  Co. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
"W.  G.  Coyle. 
"Walsh  &  Doran. 
J,  D.  Spreckels  Bros.  Co. 

Do. 

Do. 
Standard  Oil  Co. 
Edward  Luckenback. 
Red  D.  Line  S.  S.  Co. 
Ward  Line  S.  S.  Co. 
Old  Dominion  S.  S.  Co. 
CorDcll  Steamboat  Go. 
David  Dows,  jr. 
Hiram  W.  Sidley. 
Eugene  Tompkms. 
Horace  A.  Hutcbins. 
Merchants  and  Miners'  Line. 
H.  B.  Converse. 
Merritt  &  Chapman. 
Philadelphia  Pilot  Association. 
Pierpont  Morgan. 
Miami  Steamship  Co. 
F.  Augustus  Schermerhom. 
Geo.  T.  Moon. 
Bowring  &  Archibald. 
O'Connor  &  Smoot. 
Richard  Stevens. 
Henderson  Bros. 
H.  M.  Hanna. 

International  Navigation  Co . 
John  Holman  &  Sons. 
ThoB.  MoKean  Estate. 
City  of  Boston. 

Do. 
"W.H.Brown. 

Merritt  &  Chapman  "Wrecking  Co. 
Federal  Line  (London). 
"William  Lamb. 
Moran  Towing  Co. 
Francis  Stanley  Holland  (London). 
City  of  Philadelphia  (leased). 
New  Star  Blue  Lin  e  Steamers  t' Lon  don ) . 
Francis  Stanley  Holland  (London). 
Jas.  &  Chaa.  Harrison  (London). 
J.  Graham. 
Geo.  P.  "Walford. 
L.  F.  Chapman  &  Co. 
Standard  Oil  Co. 
McCondray  &  Co. 
Thomas  Ronaldson. 
W.  J.  Conners. 
Frank  B.  McQuesten. 
F.  C.  Fowler. 
Mrs.  Mary  Lewis. 
Boston  Xowboat  Do. 
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VESSELS  PTTECHASED— Continued. 


Kame  before  purchase. 

Kenamed. 

Date  of  pur- 
chase. 

Previous  owners. 

Bristol 

July   8,1898 
June  9, 1898 
June  15, 1898 
June— ,1898 
May    9, 1898 
June  13, 1898 
June  25, 1898 

J.  J.  Cummings. 
J.  Gr  Cass.itt 

Eugenia 

Siren 

Elfrida 

Elfrida 

No.  295 

Svlph 

John  Roach  &  Co. 
Henry  R.  Wolcott. 
Edward  M.  Brown. 

M  T?AVft1 

Shearwater 

Sylvia 

Sylvia   ... 

Hercules 

Kanawha  

June  7,1898 
June  — ,  1898 
July —,1898 
June.l3, 1898 
June  4,1898 
Aug.  12, 1898 

Pedro 

Hector 

(Prize.) 

Federal  Line  (London) . 

Port  Chalmers 

Titania 

(Not  on  file) 

G.  F.  Walford  (chartered  only). 
Thos,  S.Hopkins. 

VESSELS   COMPLETED. 


During  the  last  fiscal  year  tlie  following  vessels  were  finally  accepted 
by  the  Government: 


Name  of  vessel. 

Where  and  by  whom  built. 

Date  of 
acceptance. 

Dec.     1, 1897 
Oct       8  1897 

Newport  News  Sliipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock  Co.,  Newport 

News,  Ya. 
do 

ITashville 

Nov.  19, 1897 
Sept.  25, 1897 
Sept.  21, 1897 
Deo.   10,1897 
Not.  19, 1897 
Deo.     2, 1897 

do 

Marietta 

Bath  Iron  Works  Bath  Me 

do 

Foote 

Dec.     1,1897 

Dec.  16,1897 

The  following  vessels  have  been  tried  during  the  past  fiscal  year, 
preliminarily,  and  accepted  on  the  dates  given,  subject  to  the  usual 
final  test  after  a  certain  time  in  service.  Pending  final  acceptance  the 
Government  retains  a  small  balance  on  their  account. 


Name  of  vessel. 

Type. 

Date  of  trial. 

Speed 

re- 
quired 
by  con- 
tract. 

Speed 
obtained 
on  trial. 

Date  of  pre- 
liminary 
acceptance. 

-By  whom  hnilt. 

Princeton 

Composite  gun- 

hoat. 
Torpedo  hoat — 

do 

May  11,1898 

Sept.  11, 1897 

Deo.    1,1897 
Aug  11, 1897 

Apr.  18, 1898 
Mar.    3,1898 
Mar.    3,1898 
May    2,1898 

Knots. 
12 

24.5 

24.5 
27.5 

22.8 
20 
20 
20 

Knots. 
a 10. 6375 

24.6 

24.82 
38.51 

24.05 
21.15 
20.88 
19.8 

July  25, 1898 

Apr.  19, 1898 

Deo.  30,1897 
Sept.  17, 1897 

May  12,1898 
Mar.  26, 1898 
do 

May  24, 1898 

Dialogue  &  Sons. 

Works. 
Do. 

do 

HerreshofFMann 

do 

faoturing  Co. 
Do. 

Talbot 

.  ..  do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

McKee 

do 

Columbian  Iron 

Works. 

a  Speed  trials  waived. 


In  connection  with  the  composite  gunboats,  all  six  of  which  have  now 
been  completed  and  accepted,  the  Bureau  invites  attention  to  the  very 
small  cost  on  account  of  changes  in  these  vessels.  The  facts  regarding 
each,  in  this  connection,  are  tabulated  below,  showing  the  contract  price 
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and  the  actual  aud  proportional  cost  of  changes.  Attention  was  invited 
in  the  Bureau's  report  of  last  year  to  the  remarkably  low  first  cost  of 
this  group  of  vessels  aud  to  the  advantages  of  their  design  as  regards 
the  cost  of  maintenance  and  repairs,  which  are  believed  to  have  been 
realized  under  service  conditions : 


Name. 


Contract 
price. 


Netin  crease 

in  cost  on 

account  of 

changes. 


Percentage 
of  increase 
in  contract 
on  account 
of  changes. 


Annapolis. 
Vicksbiirg 
Newport . . 
Wheeling . 
Marietta  -  - 
Princeton  . 


$227.  700 

229,  400 
229, 400 
219,  000 
223,  000 

230,  000 


$6, 476.  09 
3, 010. 93 
1, 585. 93 
2,  693.  00 
2, 824. 02 
8, 442. 60 


2.844 
1.312 
.691 
1.229 
1.266 
3.670 


VESSELS   SUKVBTBD. 

The  vessels  given  in  the  table  below  have  been  surveyed  and  repairs 
authorized  during  the  past  fiscal  year: 


Name  of  Tessel. 

Where  aurvoyed. 

Date  of  survey. 

Estimated 
cost  of 
repairs. 

New  Yort 

Nov.  16, 1897 

$3,666.00 
200.  00 

]7ern                                            

do 

Nov.  4, 1897 

Dec.  8-20, 1897 

7, 770. 00 

Norfolk 

Deo.  6, 1897 

4, 967.  00 

Mar.  18, 19, 1898 

Nov.8,la97 

2,  397.  00 

New  York 

44,  604. 50 

Nov.  22  to  Deo.  6, 1897. 
Sept.  26  to  Oct.  8, 1897  . 
July  29, 1897 

26, 776.  00 

78, 815. 00 

New  York 

4, 167. 00 

.  do 

Nov.16,1897 

9, 360. 00 

Norfolk 

Jan. 24, 1898 

Nov.  28  to  Deo.  4, 1897. 
Jan.  10  to  Feb.  5,1898-. 

Mar.  17-24, 1898 

Jan.  10-15, 1898 

Feb.  28, 1898 

3, 168. 00 

do 

4, 667. 00 

153, 010. 00 

4,  296. 00 

do 

2,083.00 

4, 152. 00 

a  Not  repaired.    Loaned  to  naval  militia  of  California. 
VESSELS   UNDBE   CONSTRUCTION. 

The  progress  made  during  the  past  year  in  vessels  under  construc- 
tion for  the  Department  lias  been,  on  the  whole,  very  satisfactory.  The 
work  upon  the  battle  ships  Alabama,  Illinois,  and  Wisconsin  has  been 
held  back  to  an  appreciable  degree  by  the  impossibility  of  procuring 
armor  at  the  time  when  the  work  had  progressed  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  make  it  desirable  to  have  the  armor  in  place.  The  progress  made 
in  some  of  the  torpedo  vessels  under  construction  has  not  fully  met  the 
requirements  of  the  contracts;  but  in  very  many  cases  this  work  is  of 
a  character  entirely  new  to  the  contractors,  and  the  delays  which  have 
resulted  are  undoubtedly  due  to  the  caution  naturally  displayed  by 
inexperienced  builders  in  advancing  the  work.  In  the  case  of  most  of 
the  vessels  the  delay  in  receiving  material  was  presented  as  the  reason 
for  failure  to  progress  properly  in  the  work.  The  responsibility  for 
such  delays  rests  entirely  with  the  contractors,  however. 

The  Bureau  has  to  suggest  that  past  experience  with  builders  of 
torpedo  boats  would  seem  to  indicate  that  it  would  be  a  wise  policy, 
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^"^  ?'^^'^ding  contracts,  to  limit  builders  who  are  entirely  unfamiliar 
witn  torpedo-boat  or  other  naval  work  to  a  single  vessel,  in  order  that 
they  may  not,  on  an  apparent  saving  of  a  few  thousand  dollars,  obtain 
their  experience  at  an  actual  expense  to  the  Government  in  cost  of 
superintendence,  etc.,  and  at  great  annoyance  and  serious  inconvenience 
to  it  m  point  of  time. 

The  tabular  statement  below  gives  the  condition  of  all  vessels  under 
construction  July  1,  1898: 


"Where  and  by  whom  building. 

Estimates  of  superintending 
constructors. 

I^ame  of  vessel. 

Percent- 
age of 
comple- 
tion 
July  1 

Probable  date  of 
completion. 

Newport  Kews  Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock 
Co  ,  Newport  Kews,  Va. 

61.42 

61.12 
48.74 
60.00 
40.00 

3.00 
99.00 

80.00 
60.00 
88.00 
94.00 
88.00 
99.00 

35.00 

15.00 
12.00 

73.00 
20.00 
18.00 

August,  1809. 

Illinois  a 

do *     * 

April  1,1900. 
September  24, 1899. 
September],  1899. 

"Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons,  Philadelphia.  Pa 

Union  Iron  "Works,  San  Francisco,  Cal 

Sir"Wm.  Gr.  Armstrong,  Mitchell  &  Co.,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  England. 

June  16, 1899. 
Completed  except  of- 
ficial trial. 
February  1, 1898. 

Rowan 

■\fni*!i.Ti  "RrnH   O.n     SAnttlft    Wnsab 

Dahlgren 

Bath  Iron  Works  Bath  Me 

T.  A.M.Craven 

do 

Union  Iron  Works,  Sau  Francisco.  Cal 

Wolfffe  Zwicker  Iron  Works,  Portland.Oreg. 
do 

Auffust  6, 1898. 

Foi 

December  1  189ft 

The  Chas.  Hillman  Ship  and  Engine  Build- 
ing Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Harlan  &  HolUngsworth  Co.,  Wilmington, 

Wolff  &  Zwioker  Iron  Works,  Portland ,  Greg . 
Gas  Engine  and  Power  Co.,  Morris  Heights, 

Columbian  Iron  Works,  Baltimore,  Md 

United  States  Navy-Tard,  New  York 

United  States  Navy-Yard,  Mare  Island,  Cal. 

Completed  except  of- 
ficial trial. 
January  29, 1899. 

Goldsborough. 

February  1, 1899. 

Plunger 

Pawtucket 

Do. 

aThe  probable  date  of  final  completion  of  the  Illinois,  Alabama,  and  Wisconsin  Is  based  on  the 
supposition  that  all  armor  wUl  be  delivered  without  undue  delay. 
ftDelayed  by  accident  on  trial. 


VESSELS  APPEOPEIATED  FOR. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  last  Congress  for  "  Increase  of  the  Navy," 
designs  were  prepared  for  the  construction  of  3  seagoing  coast-line 
battle  ships,  4  monitors,  16  torpedo-boat  destroyers,  and  12  torpedo 
boats,  and  bids  for  their  construction  invited  by  the  Department. 
Preliminary  work  upon  the  design  of  the  gunboat  for  which  appropri- 
ation was  made  to  take  the  platje  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Michigan  has  com- 
menced. General  information  pertaining  to  the  designs  in  question 
will  be  found  in  the  "Table  of  vessels." 
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CONTEAOTS  AWARDED. 


Contracts  have  been  awarded  for  the  construction  of  battle  ships, 
monitors,  torpedo  boats,  and  destroyers  in  accordance  with  the  table 
given  below. 


Name. 


Contractor. 


Contract 
price. 


Remarks. 


Battle  ships. 


No.  10,  Maine 

No.  11,  Missouri. , 
No.  12,  Ohio 


Monitors. 


No.  7,  Arkansas 

No.  8,  Connecticnt . 

No.  9,  Florida 

No.  10,  Wyoming  . . 


Torpedo-boat  destroyers. 


No.  1,  Eainbridge  . . 

No.  2,  Barry 

No.  3,  Chauncey 

No.  4,  Dale 

No.  5,  Decatur 

No.  6,  Hopkins 

No.7,HnU 

No.  8,  Lawrence 

No.  9,  Macdonough. 
No.  10,  Paul  Jones.. 


No.  11,  Perry 

No.  12,  Preble.... 
No.  13,  Stewart  . 
No.U,Truxtun. 
No.  15,  Whipple. 
No.  16,  Worden  . 


Torpedo  boats. 


No.24,Bagley 

No.  25,  Barney 

No.26,Biddle 

No.27,Blakely.... 
No.  28,  De  Long... 
No.  29,  Nicholson  . 
No.  30,  O'Brien.... 
No.  31,  Shubrick  . . 
No.  32,  Stockton... 
No. 33,  Thornton.. 
No.  34,  Tingey  .... 
No.  35,  Wilkes.... 


Cramp  &  Sons 

Newport  News  Shipbuilding  Co. 
Union  Iron  Works 


Newport  News  Shipbuilding  Co. 

Bath  Iron  Works 

Lewis  Nixon 

Union  Iron  Works 


Neafie  &Leyy 

....do 

do 

William  E.  Trigg  Co , 

do 

Harlan  &.  Hollingsworth  Co. 

do.: 

Pore  Biver  Engine  Co 

do 

Union  Iron  Works 


-do. 
.do. 


G-as  Engine  and  Power  Co  . 

Maryland  Steel  Co 

do 

do 


Bath  Iron  Works 

do 

do 

Law  ley  &  Son  

do 

Lewis  Nixon 

do 

William  E.  Trigg  Co 

do 

do 

Columbia  Iron  Works 

G-as  Engine  and  Power  Co. 


$2,  885,  000 
2,  885,  000 
2,  899, 000 


860,  000 
862,  000 
825, 000 
876, 000 


283, 000 
283,  000 
283,  000 
260, 000 
260,  000 
291, 000 
291,  000 
281, 000 
281, 000 
285,  000 

285,  COO 

285,  000 
282,  000 

286,  000 
286,  000 
286,  000 


161,  000 
161,000 
161, 000 
169, 400 
169,  400 
165,  000 
165,  000 
129,  760 
129,  760 
129,  760 
168,  OOO 
146, 000 


Contractor's  plans. 
Do. 
Do. 


Government  plans. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Government  plans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Contractor's  plans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Government    plans 
slightly  modified. 

Do. 

Do. 
Government  plans. 
Contractor's  plans. 

Do. 

Do. 


Contractor's  plans. 

Do. 

Do. 
Government  plans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


WORK   OF   THE   BtTREATJ   IN  PREPARATION   FOE  WAR. 


The  table  given  below,  showing  the  number  of  vessels  and  their  class 
which  have  been  fitted  out  and  converted  for  purposes  of  war,  indi- 
cates, to  a  certain  extent,  the  work  of  this  nature  performed  under  the 
Bureau.  The  repairs  to  these  vessels,  their  conversion  to  the  needs  of 
the  naval  service,  the  installation  of  batteries  assigned  them  by  the 
Bureau  of  Ordnance,  docking  and  painting  them,  supplying  them  with 
proper  equipage,  etc.,  in  addition  to  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  the 
regular  naval  vessels,  made  necessary  an  increase  in  the  workmen 
employed  under  the  Bureau  at  the  five  principal  yards — Boston,  New 
York,  League  Island,  Norfolk,  and  Mare  Island — from  2,200  in  January 
last  to  a  maximum  of  over  6,000. 

In  addition  to  repairs  and  conversion  at  navy-yards,  the  private 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY^ 


1163 


shipyards  have  been  utilized  extensively  for  similar  work  under  the 
Bureau,  and  have  rendered  material  assistance  in  expediting  the 
preparation  and  maintenance  of  vessels  for  war  purposes.  This  work 
has  been  carefully  supervised  by  constructors  in  the  vicinity,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  regular  duties. 

The  Bureau  recognizes  that  for  the  successful  execution  of  this  work 
it  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the  commandants  of 
the  several  navy-yards  and  stations,  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  heads  of 
other  working  departments  in  the  yards.  Without  this  cooperation 
and  support  the  results  accomplished  would  have  been  impossible  of 
achievement. 


Class  of  vessels  fitted  out- 


Protected  cmiser 

Gunboat 

Croisera 

Torpedo  boat 

Yachts 

Tuga 

Colliers 

Ice  boat 

Tank  steamer 

Eevenue  cutters 

Light-house  tenders 

United  States  Fish  Commission 


Number 
of  each. 


Class  of  vessels  fitted  oat. 


I 

'  Supply  ships 

Transports 

Ferryboats 

Ambulance  ship . 

Repair  ship 

Distilling  ships -- 

Pilot  boat 

I  Eefrigerator  ship 

Special  class 

I  Water  barges 

i  Total 


Number 
of  each. 


129 


As  an  illustration  of  the  extent  of  the  work  accomplished  in  convert- 
ing auxiliary  vessels,  there  is  given  below  a  tabulated  statement  of  the 
amounts  expended,  under  cognizance  of  this  Bureau,  on  several  of  the 
special  class  of  vessels,  together  with  the  time  required  to  make  the 
necessary  alterations  approximately : 


Name. 


Solace  . 
Vulcan 
Iris . . . . 


Hospital  ship  . 

Repair  ship  . . . 
Distilling  ship 


Cost  of 
altera- 
tions In 
construc- 
tion and 
repair. 


$51, 000 
26, 000 
80,  000 


Time  re- 
quired. 


3  weeks. 
6  weeks. 
10  weeks. 


COMBUSTIBLE   MATERIAL    ON   BOARD    SHIP. 

The  naval  engagements  of  the  past  few  months  have  demonstrated 
so  completely  the  necessity  of  avoiding  the  use  of  combustible  material 
in  the  construction  of  vessels  of  war  that  the  Bureau  feels  that  the 
course  advocated  by  it  to  do  away  entirely  with  woodwork  wherever 
possible  and  to  make  such  woodwork  as  might  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary non-inflammable  has  been  justified  by  events.  Some  dissatisfac- 
tion has  at  times  been  manifested  on  account  of  the  discomfort 
necessitated  in  the  living  quarters  by  reducing  woodwork  to  a  mini- 
mum, and  the  objection  to  the  use  of  treated  wood  has  been  frequently 
strong,  and  at  times  almost  unreasonable.  The  Bureau  believes,  how- 
ever, that  events  have  demonstrated  that  the  advantages  gained  more 
than  compensate  for  the  cost  in  money  and  the  inconveniences  result- 
ing from  the  use  of  fireproofed  wood.    There  is  submitted  below  a 


1164 


PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


tabular  statement  of  the  vessels  which  have  now  woodwork  wholly  or 
in  part  treated  to  be  non-inflammable. 


Name  of  vessel. 

Extent  of  fireproofing. 

Name  of  vessel. 

Extent  of  fireproofing. 

Iowa 

All  joiner  work  aboveprotec- 

tive  deck. 
Abont  half  of  joiner  work 

above  protective  deck. 
All  ,)omer  work. 

Do*. 
Do. 
Do. 

Decks  and  joiner  work. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Mariptta 

Decks  and  joiner  work. 
Do. 

Brooklyn . 

Princeton 

Vicksburg 

Do 

Alabama 

Do. 
Do 

Illinois 

Do. 

Kentucky 

Do 

Do. 

Do. 

Talbot 

Do. 

Wilmington 

Gwin 

Do. 

Mackenzie 

McKee     .... 

Do. 

Nashville 

Do. 

Annapolis  .... 

DRY  DOCKS. 

Serious  inconveniences  have  been  experienced  during  the  past  year 
on  account  of  lack  of  facilities  for  docking  the  battle  ships,  and  it  has 
been  necessary  to  resort  to  cleaning  the  bottoms  of  these  vessels  by 
divers — a  practice  very  properly  prohibited  by  the  regulations  except 
in  cases  of  urgent  military  necessity,  on  account  of  the  danger  to  which 
the  ships  so  cleaned  are  exposed  through  corrosion  of  the  under- water 
hull.  The  facilities  for  docking  ships  of  smaller  sizes  have  at  times 
during  the  past  year  been  taxed  to  their  utmost  and  the  need  for  addi- 
tional facilities  strongly  felt.  At  Mare  Island,  the  Philadelphia,  upon 
which  extensive  repair  work  had  to  be  done,  was  twice  undocked 
before  the  completion  of  this  work  in  order  to  make  way  for  the  Mon- 
terey and  Monadnoclc,  then  being  prepared  for  service  at  Manila. 

The  naval  constructor  at  Norfolk  reports  that  the  timber  dock  at  that 
place  has  been  in  actual  use  1,064  days,  or  an  average  of  236  days  per 
year  since  January  1, 1894,  and  the  stone  dock  669  days,  or  an  average 
of  145  days  per  year.  At  the  time  his  report  was  made  these  docks  were 
occupied  by  the  Iris  and  Bolphin,  respectively,  while  the  Katahdin  and 
Rainbow  were  underorders  to  dock.  The  Sterling,  which  had  requested 
to  be  docked,  had  to  be  sent  to  sea  without  docking.  The  Justin,  in 
urgent  need  of  docking,  was  sent  to  Newport  News,  and  the  torpedo 
boat  McKee  to  a  private  dock  in  the  vicinity. 

The  necessity  for  hastening  the  construction  of  docks  appropriated 
for  during  the  last  session  of  Congress  is  therefore  strongly  evident. 

EXPERIMENTAL   TANK. 

The  experimental  tank  and  building  have  been  completed  since  the 
Bureau's  last  annual  report.  Unforeseen  difhculties  encountered  dur- 
ing the  excavation  made  the  work  difBcult  and  expensive  to  the  con- 
tractors, who  performed  their  contract,  however,  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner, aside  from  a  delay  of  some  months  in  completion. 

Contractors  for  the  electrical  and  towing  equipment,  for  all  of  which 
orders  have  been  placed  for  a  considerable  time,  are  also  behind  in  their 
contracts,  due  largely,  no  doubt,  to  pressure  of  other  Government  work, 
and  iu  some  part  to  the  intricacies  of  design  involved.  Deliveries  are 
now  being  made,  however,  the  electric  generators  having  already  been 
placed,  and  the  tank  is  expected  to  be  m  operation  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 
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NAVY-TAED   APPEENTIOES. 

The  number  of  apprentices  at  the  several  navy -yards  is  very  small 
and  has  been  decreasing.  The  special  character  of  the  work  at  these 
yards  makes  it  particularly  desirable  that  there  shall  be  in  the  force  at 
eacu  as  many  men  as  possible  of  every  trade  who,  from  their  training 
and  long  service,  are  thoroughly  familiar  with  this  class  of  work. 
This  need  is  more  strongly  felt  at  isolated  stations  and  on  the  west 
coast,  where  the  number  of  mechanics  in  the  vicinity  of  each  thai-  are 
skilled  in  naval  work  is  small.  During  the  emergency  work  recently 
carried  on  at  Mare  Island  Navy -Yard  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  as 
many  competent  mechanics,  as  might  have  been  utilized  to  advantage. 
Experience  shows  that  men  who  have  served  their  apprenticeships  in 
the  large  shipyards  or  in  navy-yards  during  recent  years  make  the 
most  valuable  navy-yard  workmen,  as  they  are  familiar  with  all  classes 
of  ship  work  under  their  respective  trades,  and  their  output  is  consid- 
erably greater  than  that  of  other  mechanics  who  have  not  had  the 
benefit  of  such  experience. 

In  former  times  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  most  competent  and  efBcient 
master  workmen  were  men  who  had  served  their  time  as  apprentices. 
The  practice  is  being  much  neglected,  both  in  the  navy-yards  and  in 
the  private  shipbuilding  establishments,  and  its  revival  and  enlarge- 
ment is  therefore  strongly  urged.  By  carefully  selecting  boys  for 
apprenticeship,  subjecting  them  to  physical  examination  upon  entry, 
and  carrying  out  rigidly  the  period  of  apprenticeship  from  entry  to 
seniority,  there  could  be  educated  at  our  navy-yards  workmen  who, 
from  their  familiarity  with  all  branches  of  their  trade,  would  make  most 
valuable  mechanics,  from  whom  in  time  the  foremen,  quartermen,  and 
leading  men  would  be  largely  drawn. 

EFFICIENCY  OF  VESSELS. 

The  behavior  of  all  classes  of  our  naval  vessels  throughout  the  various 
conditions  of  war  under  which  they  served  during  the  past  months  is  a 
source  of  gratification  to  the  Bureau,  in  which  the  designs  of  the  greater 
part  of  them  have  been  developed.  The  many  complicated  and  inter- 
dependent considerations  involved  in  the  several  classes,  together  with 
the  large  amount  of  petty  detail,  could  not  but  afford  opportunity  for 
criticism  from  various  standpoints,  as  well  as  for  actual  errors  of  judg- 
ment in  applying  too  little  or  too  great  weight  to  any  of  the  many 
considerations  referred  to.  ,    ,  ^   , 

Moreover,  the  lack  of  reliable  data  regarding  the  behavior  of  the 
modern  ship  of  war  in  action  lent  a  very  considerable  amount  of  uncer- 
tainty to  the  expectations  regarding  the  conduct  of  our  own  vessels  in 
an  engagement  with  the  enemy.  Although  the  results  of  the  encounters 
iu  which  our  fleets  have  engaged  demonstrated  their  superiority  so 
overwhelmingly  as  to  throw  doubt  upon  the  value  of  any  deductions 
which  might  be  made  therefrom,  the  behavior  of  all  classes  of  vessels, 
both  in  action  and  in  general  service  on  the  blockade,  appears  to  have 
been  such  as  to  thoroughly  demonstrate  their  integrity  and  their  suit- 
ability for  the  service  for  which  they  were  designed,  and  is  therefore  a 
matter  for  congratulation  to  all  concerned.  ,      ,       j       ^ 

The  rectification  of  such  minor  faults  as  may  have  developed,  and 
their  elimination  from  future  designs,  will  be  the  Bureau's  chief  aim. 
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The  Bureau  ventures  to  point  out  the  fact  that  the  immense  amount 
of  work  carried  out  uuder  its  cognizance  during  the  past  six  or  eight 
months  has  been  accomplished  without  any  increase  in  the  personnel 
of  the  construction  corps  beyond  the  placing  on  active  duty  of  three 
retired  officers. 

As  much  of  the  work  was  carried  on  continuously,  day  and  night, 
with  careful  supervision  at  all  times,  it  must  be  apparent  that  such 
results  could  be  obtained  only  by  the  most  faithful  and  unremitting 
attention  to  duty  on  the  part  of  the  naval  constructors.  This  work  at 
navy-yards  must  continue  for  many  months  to  come,  since  the  vessels 
now  returning  from  active  operations  require  careful  attention  to  make 
good  the  wear  and  tear  they  have  undergone.  Moreover,  the  contracts 
for  new  work  now  being  placed,  in  addition  to  that  already  on  hand, 
add  greatly  to  the  demands  upon  the  Bureau  and  upon  the  officers 
serving  under  it. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Bureau,  the  increase  in  the  personnel  of  the  con- 
struction corps  has  hardly  been  as  rapid  as  the  demands  upon  its  serv- 
ices. Believing,  therefore,  that  the  Department  recognizes  the  desira- 
bility of  placing  and  maintaining  the  corps  in  a  position  that  will 
enable  the  Bureau  to  continue  to  meet  efficiently  the  increased  require- 
ments of  the  Service,  it  has  earnestly  to  appeal  for  a  continuance,  in 
proportion  to  its  needs,  of  the  liberal  policy  recently  followed  in  assign- 
ing officers  to  the  corps.  The  existing  conditions  as  to  rank  in  the 
construction  corps,  relatively  to  that  of  other  corps,  has  already  been 
laid  before  the  Department  and  the  committees  of  Congress,  and  will 
doubtless  be  recognized  in  the  event  of  any  legislation  affecting  the 
personnel  of  the  Navy. 

TONNAGE   OF  VESSELS   OF   THE   NAVY. 

In  the  table  of  vessels  of  the  I^Tavy,  which  follows,  are  given  the  gross 
tonnage  and  net  tonnage  of  vessels  built  and  building  for  the  Navy,  as 
well  as  for  vessels  purchased  for  it  during  the  existing  war.  For  the 
merchant  vessels  and  yachts  among  the  latter,  the  tonnages  given  are 
from  the  measurements  required  by  law  for  merchant  vessels.  In  the 
case  of  the  vessels  of  the  regular  Navy,  the  tonnages  given  have  been 
calculated  with  deductions  in  the  case  of  net  tonnage  for  the  machinery 
space  only.  The  laws  regarding  tonnage  can  not,  as  they  stand,  be 
readily  applied  to  vessels  of  war,  except  for  machinery-space  deduc- 
tions. In  view  of  the  possible  importance  of  this  matter  in  the  case  of 
vessels  using  canals,  or  becoming  in  any  manner  liable  to  dues  based 
upon  tonnage,  it  is  recommended  that  an  interpretation  of  the  tonnage 
laws  as  applied  to  vessels  of  war  be  requested,  and  that  after  such  an 
interpretation  is  made  each  of  the  vessels  of  the  regular  Navy  be 
measured  for  tonnage;  and  that  vessels  building  be  measured  officially 
by  the  proper  authorities  while  in  frame. 
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Tahle  of  vessels  of  the 

AEMOEED  STEEL  VESSELS— 


Name. 

Type. 

Rig. 

By  whom  and  where 
built  or  building. 

Condition 
or  serTice. 

Alabama 

Illinois 

Seagoing    coast  -  line 
battle   ship.     Two 
13"  barbette  turrets. 

Seagoing    coast  -  line 
battle   ship.     Two 
13"  barbette  turrets. 

Seagoing  coast  -  line 
battle  ship. 

2  13"  barbette  turrets. 

4  8"  barbette  turrets. 

Seagoing  coast  -  line 
battle  ship. 

2  12"  barbette  turrets. 

4  8"  barbette  turrets. 

Seagoing  coast  -  line 
battleship. 

2  13"  barbette  turrets. 

2  8"  turrets  super- 
posed. 

Seagoing  coast  -  line 
battle  ship. 

2  13"  barbette  turrets. 

2  8"  turrets  super- 
posed. 

Seagoing  coast  -  line 
battle  ship. 

2  12"  barbette  turrets. 

Seagoing    coast  -  line 

battle  ship. 
2 13"  barbette  turrets. 
4  8"  barbette  turrets. 
Seagoing    coast -line 

battle  ship. 
2  12"  barbette  turrets. 

Seagoing    coast  -  line 

battle  ship. 
2  12"  barbeae  turrets. 

Seagoing    coast  •  lino 

battle  ship. 
2 13"  barbette  turrets. 
4  8"  barbette  turrets. 
Seagoing    coast  -  line 

battle   ship. 
2  13"  barbette  turrets. 

Two  military 
masts. 

Two  military 
masts. 

One   military 
mast. 

One   military 
mast. 

Two  military 
masts. 

Two  military 
masts. 

Two  military 
masts. 

One   military 
mast. 

Two  military 
masts. 

Two  military 
masts. 

One  military 
mast. 

Two  military 
masts. 

Wm.   Cramp    &,    Sons, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Newport  News  S.  B.  & 
D.    D.    Co.,  Newport 
News,  Va. 

Wm.   Cramp    &    Sons, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

"Wm.    Cramp    &.   Sons, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Newport  News  S.  B.  & 
D.  D.   Co.,    Newport 
News,  Va. 

Newport  News  S.  B.  & 
D.  D.    Co.,    Newport 
News,  Va. 

"Wm.     Cramp    &    Sonsi 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

"Wm.  Cramp    &    Sons, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Newport  News  S.  B.  & 
D.    D.  Co.,    Newport 
News,  Va. 

Union  Iron  "Works,  San 
Erancisco,  Cal. 

TTnion  Iron  "Works,  San 
Erancisoo,  Cal. 

"Union  Iron  Works,  San 
Francisco,  Cal. 

Building 

Building 

North  Atlantic 
Eleet. 

North  Atlantic 
Eleet. 

Building 

Building 

Building 

Eastern  Squad- 
ron. 

Building 

Building 

Eastern  Squad- 
ron. 

Building 

Kearsarge 

Kentucky 

Massaclmsetts.. 
Missouri 

Ohio        ,  . 

Wisconsin 

SECOND  CLASS 


Armored  battle  ship. 
2  12"  turrets. 


Two  military 
masts. 


U.  S.  navy-yard,    Nor- 
folk, Va. 


North  Atlantic 
Eleet. 


*  "With  two-thirds  of  ammunition  an(^  two-thirds  of  stores. 


t  Estimated. 
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Ship  fully  equipped  ready 
for  sea,  all  stores  on  board. 

i 

d 

«.£■ 

CO 

S-a 

Normal  coal  supply. 

s 

t-l 

O 

g 

'55 

^  5 
o  u 

^ 

2 

43    ft^ 

1 

Q  © 

t 

s 

1 
g 

a 
1 

■a 

1 

a 
g 

i 

a 

S 

g 

1 
1 

Type  of 
engine. 

o 

i 

1 

0 

■s 

.11 
a 

.2 

.§1 

a  a 

I' 

03 

§ 

ft 
P, 
P 
o 

t 
1 

g 

I'll 

■a  Is 

tA 

H 

^ 

a 

O 

!2i 

m 

a 

H 

1 

M 

S 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tans. 

Ft.  In. 

368  0 

72    24 

23    6 

*11,  525 

6,  802. 12 

5, 144. 64 

Twin  screw 
vertical 
triple   ex- 

tie 

tlO,  000 

47.25 

800 

;l,  200 

368  0 

72    2J 

23    6 

ni,  525 

6,  802. 12 

5, 144. 64 

poiIlolOIl. 

Twin  screw 
vertical 
triple   ex- 
pansion. 

tl6 

tlO,  000 

47.25 

800  ;i,  200 

i 

348  0 

69    3 

24    0 

10,  288 

5,289.64 

4,020.74 

Twin  screw 

15. 547 

9,738 

43 

400    1,597 

ZJ    1} 

vertical 

triple   ex- 

360  0 

72    2i 

24    0 

11, 340 

6,  294. 76 

5, 159. 06 

pUiIiBlUUi 

Twin  screw 
vertical 
triple    ex- 
pansion. 

Twin  screw 

17.087 

12,105 

45.95 

625 

1,795 

26    9i 

368  0 

72    ^ 

23    6 

U,  525 

6, 831. 81 

5,164.05 

tl6 

110,000 

47.25 

410 

11,  210 

vertical 

^1,645 

triple   ex- 

pansion. 

368  0 

72    24 

23    6 

11,525 

6, 831. 81 

5, 164. 05 

Twin  screw 

H6 

1 10, 000 

47.25 

410 

;i,2io 

vertical 

^1,645 

triple  ex- 

pansion. 

388  0 

72    24 

23  lOi 

12,  500 

Twin  screw 

tl8 

116,000 

52 

1,000 

2,000 

vertical 

inverted 

triple   ex- 

348  0 

69    3 

24    0 

10,  288 

5,289.64 

4,020.74 

pansion. 
Twin  screw 
vertical 
triple   ex- 

16.21 

10, 403 

43 

400 

1,597 

27    1} 

388  0 

72    24 

23  104 

12, 500 

pdiUSlUIl. 

Twin  screw 

il8 

tie, 000 

52 

1  ooc 

2  OOC 

vertical 

inverted 

triple   ex- 

388  0 

72    24 

23  lOJ 

12, 600 

ptillslUIl- 

Twin  screw 

tl8 

tl6,  000 

52 

1  000 

2  OOC 

vertical 

inverted 

triple    ex- 

348  0 

69    3 

24    0 

10,288 

5,289.64 

4, 174. 48 

paxiHiun. 
Twin  screw 
vertical 
triple    ex- 
pansion. 

16.79 

11,  111 

43 

400 

1,594 

27    IJ 

368  0 

72    2J 

23    6 

•11,525 

6,802.12 

5,144.64 

Twin  screw 
vertical 
triple   ex- 
pansion. 

tie 

1 10, 000 

47.25 

800 

;i,2oo 

BATTLE  SHIP. 


64    1 


22    6 


6,315 


4, 050. 31 


Twin  screw 
vertical 
triple  ex- 
pansion. 


30.22 


500 


J  Nominal  loose  stowage. 

Ab.  98 74 


§  Maximum. 
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Table  of  vessels  of  the  United 

AKMOEBD  STEEL  VESSELS— 


Name. 


Batteries. 


Main. 


Secondary. 


Torpedo 
tubes. 


Protective 
deck. 


Water-line  protec- 
tion, obturating 
material. 


Cocoa, 

capacity 

in  cubic 

feet. 


Corn  pith 

capacity 

in  cubic 

feet. 


Alabama . . . 


Illinois. 


Indiana 


lowa. 


Kearsarge. 


Kentucky. 


Maine - 


Massachu 

setts. 


Miseonri . . 


Ohio  . 


4  13"  B.  L.  R 
14  6"  E.  I". 
.    guns. 

■4  13"  B.  L.  E 
14  6"  E.  F. 
.    guns. 

•413"B.L.E 
8  8"B.L.E 
.4  6"  B.  L.  E 
■4  12"  B.  L.  E 
8   8"B.L.E 

4"  E.  F. 

guns. 

4  13"B.L.E 
4   8"  B.  L.  E 
14  5"  E.  r. 
guns. 

■4  13"  B.  L.  E 
4   8"  B.  L.  E 
14  5"  E.  F. 
guns. 

4  12"  B.  L.  E 
166"E.I'.G 

■4]3"B.L.E 
8  8"B.L.E 
l4   6"B.L.E 

|4  12"  B.  L.  E 
I16  6"E.F.G 


|412"B.L.E 
ll6  6"E.F.G 


Oregon. 


Wisconsin 


413"B.L  E 
8   8"B.L.E 
4    6"B.L.E 

413' 
14  6' 

B.L.E 
E.    F. 

guns. 

166-pdr.E.F. 
61-pdr.E.F.. 

4  Colts 

.2  3"  E.  F.  field 

166-pdr.E.F. 
61-pdr.E.F.. 

4  Colts 

23"E.F.fleld 


!4  Long 
White-  { 
head.  | 

14  Long 
White- 
head. 


206-pdr.E.F. 
71-pdr.E.F.. 
2  3"  E.  P.  field 

{206-pdr.E.F. 
41-pdr.E.F.. 
4  Colts 
2  3"E.F.fleia 

206-par.E.F. 
61-pdr.E.F.. 

4  Colts 

23"  E.F.  field 


2 


rl 


i  White- 
J  head, 

I   *   X 

mowellj 


14  Long 
White- 
head. 


206-pdr.E.F. 
61-pdr.E.F.. 

4  Colts 

.2  3"E.F.fleld 

•20  6-pdr.E.F. 
61pdr.E.  F.. 
4  Catlings  . . . 

1  3"  E.  F.  field 
206pdr.E.F 
61-pdr.E.F. 
2Colts 

2  3"E.F.fleld 
f206-pdr.  E.  F. 
l61-p^r.E.F.. 
i4Gatlings  ... 
ll  3"  E.  F.  field 

206.pdr.E.F. 
61-pdr.E.F.. 
4  Catlings  . . . 

1  3"  E.  F;  field 
206-pdr.E.F. 
61-pdr.E.F.. 

2Colt8 

13"  E.F.  field 

186pdr.  R.F. 
41-pdr.E.F.. 
4Colt8 

2  3"  E.  F.  field 


4  Long 
White- 
head. 


I  ** 


2  sub-  1 
hnerged.  \ 

3 
White, 
head. 

2  sub-  1 
'merged.] 

2  sub-  1 
'merged,  r 


Inches. 
Topl6i 
Bottom 

9J 
Water- 
line  13| 
Topiaj 
Bottom 

Water- 
line  13| 

18 


14 

Top  16i 
Bottom 

n 

Water- 
line  135 
Topl6J 
Bottom 

9i 
Water- 
line  13i 

Top  12 

Bottom 

t8i 


■14 


In. 


Inches. 


For'd3 
Aft  4 


For'dS 

Aft  4 


15,814.40 


15 

8&6. 


3 
White, 
head. 


-1 


4  Long 

"White- 
head. 


18 


Top  12 
Bottom 

m 

Top  12 
Bottom 

t8i 


18 

Topl6i 
Bottom 

Water- 
line  13| 


« 


1 
{11 

f    16 
\    10 


For'dS 
Aft  5 


For'dS 
Aft  5 


For'd3 

Aft  4 


{15 


{ 
111 


For'dS 
Aft  4 


For'dS 
Aft  4 


For'dS 
Aft  4 


}n 


2i 


}25 


15,  814. 40 


15,  814. 40 


SECOND-CLASS 


Texas  - 


r2  12"  B.L.E 
16   6" B.L.E 


rl26-pdr.E.F. 
61-pdr.E.F.. 
43^„H.B.C 

2  Colts 

[l  field  gun  . . . 


1  2  1 

^White- 
j  head. 

12 

12 

2 

■  Estimated. 


t  Above  main  belt,  5J";  superstructure  armor,  6" 
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Comple- 

ment. 

d 

fp 

?, 

o 

a 

40 

449 

40 

449 

32 

441 

36 

409 

40 

471 

40 

471 

32 

441 

32 

441 

40 

449 

Contfraot 

price  of 

null  and 

maohlnery. 


Bate  of  act 

authorizing 

the 

building. 


Contract 
signed. 


Contract 

date  of 

completion. 


Date  of  first 
commiaaion. 


$2, 650,  000  June  10, 1896 

2, 595, 000  June  10,1896 

3, 020, 000  June  30, 1890 
3, 010, 000  July  19,1892 

2, 250, 000  Mar.    2, 1895 
2, 250, 000  Mar.    2,1895 


Sept.  24, 1896 


Dec.     1, 1896 


May   18,1898 


Sept.  26, 1896 


Feb.  10,1897 


Nov.  19, 1890 


May     7, 1891 


Feb.    11, 1893  Aug.    5,1893 


Jan.     2, 1896  June  30, 1896 


Oct.      4, 1898 


Mar.  28, 1896 


Mar.  24, 1898 


Sept.  24, 1899 


Sept.  26, 1899 


Nor.  19,1893 


Nov.  20.1895 


Feb.   11, 1896  June  16, 1897 


Jan.     2, 1899 


Jan.     2, 1896  June  30, 1896  Mar.  24, 1898 


2, 885, 000 


2,885,000 


3, 180, 000 


May  4, 1898 
June  30, 1890 
May  4, 
May  4, 1898 
June  30, 1890 

June  10, 1896 


Oct.      1, 1898 


Nov.  18,1890 


Oct.    11, 


Oct.     5, : 


June  25, 1891 


Nov.  19, 1890 


Sept.  19, 1896 


June  10, 1893jNov.  18, 1893 


Nov.  19, 1891 


Feb.     9, 1897 


Jan.     2, 1899 


June    1,1901 


June  10, 1896 


June  11, 1901 


June   5,1901 


Oct.    26, 1893  Nov.  19, 1893 


Sept.  19, 1899 


July  15,1896 


BATTLE  SHIP. 


♦2,500,000 


Aug.    3,1886 


June    1, 1 


June  28, : 


Aug.  15, 1895 


{Limit  of  cost. 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  the 
AEMOEED  STEEL  TES 


Name. 

Type. 

Eig. 

By  whom  and  where 
built  or  building. 

Condition 
or  service. 

Brooklyn 

New  York 

Armored  cruiser.  Four 
8"  borbette  turrets. 

Armored  cruiser.  Two 
8"  barbette  turrets. 

Two  military 
masts. 

Two  military 
masts. 

"Wm.   Cramp    &    Sous, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Wm.    Cramp    &,    Sons, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

North  Atlantic 
Eleet. 

Flagship,  North 
Atlantic  Fleet. 

ARMOKED 


Katahdin . 


Harbor-defense  ram... 


None  . 


Bath  Ironworks,  Bath,    North  Atlantic 
Me.  Meet. 


AEMOKED 


Batteries. 

Armor. 

Protec- 
tive 
deck. 

"Water-line  pro- 
tection—obturat- 
ing material. 

Name. 

Main. 

Secondary. 

Torpedo 
tubes. 

CQ 

1 
H 

1 

t 

1 

3 
1^ 

Cocoa, 

capacity 

in  cubic 

feet. 

Com 
pith,  ca- 
pacity 
in  cubic 

feet. 

Brooldyn 

New  York  . . . 

f8  8"B.L.E... 
U25"E.F.guns 

r6  8"B.L.E... 
\l24"E.F.guns 

fl26-pdr.E.F.. 

i  l-pdr.  E.  F  .  - 

4Colts 

[2  3"  E.  F.  field 

8  6-pdr.E.F.. 

21.pdr.E.F.. 

2Colts 

[2  3"  E.  F.  field 

4  "White, 
head. 

2  White, 
head. 

Inches. 
}           ^ 

}           ^ 

In. 

5* 

5J 

In. 

f  ^ 
<and 

I  4 
10 

In. 
6 

6 

In. 
3 

3 

24, 789. 33 
*25,386.66 

AEMOKED 


Katahdin  . . 


4  6-pdr.  R.  F  . 


*  Estimated. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 


1173 


United  States  Navy — Continued. 
SELS— AEMOEBD  CETJISEES. 


Ship  fully  equipped  ready 
for  sea,  all  stores  onboard. 

o 

"rt 

^1^ 

fS 

Normal  coal  supply. 

g 

.a 

o 

9 

■3 
1 
S 

t 

i 

a 

Type 
of  engine. 

S 

o 

-Is 

P 
■§1 

■ft 
p. 

03 

1 

4 

1 
1 

Id 

a 
1 

0 

00 

5 

a 

p 

i 
p. 

1 

1 

ID 

1 

s 

•3 

g 

1 

d  <D  w 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tom. 

Toms. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Ft.  In. 

400  6 

64    Si 

24    0 

9,216 

6,  097. 38 

3,470.67 

Twin-screw 
vertical 
triple  ex- 
pansion. 

21.91 

18,  769 

41.19 

900 

1,461 

26    2 

380  6J 

61  10 

33    3i 

8,200 

5,901.42 

3,091.06 

Twin-screw 
vertical 
triple   ex- 
pansion. 

21 

17, 401 

39.60 

750 

1,290 

26    8 

Twin-screw 

16.11 

5,068 

19.16 

175 

192. 70 

vertical 

triple    ex- 

pansion. 

OEUISEES. 


Comple- 
ment. 

Contract 

price  of 

null  and 

machiiiery. 

Date  of  act 

authorizing 

the 

building. 

Contract 
signed. 

Keel  laid. 

Launched. 

Contract 

date  of 

completion. 

£ 
S 

a 

o 

Date  of  first 
commission. 

46 
40 

470 
516 

$2,986,000 
2,  985, 000 

July  19, 1892 
Sept.    7,1888 

Eeb.  11,1893 
Aug.  28, 1890 

Aug.    2,1893 
Sept.  80,1890 

Oct.      2, 1895 
Dec.     2, 1891 

Feb.  11,1896 
Jan.     1,1893 

Dec.  1,1896 
Aug.    1,1893 

7       90  930,  000  Mar.     2, 1889'jan.    28, 1891  July         1891  Eeb.     4, 1893  July  28, 1892lreb.   20, 1896 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  the  United 
AKMORED  VESSELS— DOUBLE 


Name. 


Type. 


Big. 


By  -vp-hom  and  where 
built  or  building. 


Coudition  of 


Amphitrite . 


Miantonomoh  .. 


Monadnock . 


Monterey. , 


Puritan. 


Iron  low  freeboard 
coast-defense  mon- 
itor. Two  steel 
barbette  torrets. 

Iron  low  freeboard 
coast-defense  mon- 
itor. Two  c  0  m  - 
pound  armor  tur- 
rets. 

Iron  low  freeboard 
coast-defense  mon- 
itor. Two  steel 
barbette  turrets. 

Steel  low  freeboard 
monitor.  Two  steel 
barbette  turrets. 

Iron  low  freeboard 
coast-defense  mon- 
itor. Two  steel 
barbette  turrets. 

Iron  low  freeboard 
coast-defense  mon- 
itor. Two  steel 
turrets. 


One   military 
mast. 


One   military 
mast. 


One   military 
mast. 


One  military 
mast. 


One   military 
mast. 


One   military 
mast. 


Harlan  &  HoUings- 
worth,  "Wilmington, 
Del. 

John  Boach,  Chester, 
Pa. 


Continental  Iron  Works, 
Yallejo,  Cal. 

Union  Iron  Works,  San 
Erancisco,  Cal. 


John   Boach, 
Pa. 


Chester, 


"Wm.    Cramp    &  "Sons, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


North  Atlantic 
Eleet. 


North  Atlantic 
Elect. 


Asiatic  Squad- 
ron. 


Asiatic  Squad- 
ron. 


North  Atlantic 
Eleet. 


North  Atlantic 
Fleet. 


Batteries. 


Secondary. 


Tor- 
pedo 

tubes. 


Armor. 


Sides. 


Turrets. 


Bar- 
bettes. 


Protective 
deck. 


Slopes. 


Flat. 


Amphitrite  ... 


Miantonomoh . 


Monadnock  . . 


Monterey  - 


10"  B.  L. 

4"R.F. 


E... 
guns 


410"B.L.  E.. 


{i 


10"  B.  L. 

4"E.r, 


12"B.L. 
10"  B.  L. 


Puritan . 


U2"B.L. 
J  4"E.F. 


E... 

guns 


E.. 
gnns 


Terror  . 


410"E.L.  E. 


e-par.E.F 

3-pdr.E.r 

37"""H.E.  C... 
Ipdr.E.F.fi-.. 
3"  E.  F.  Field. 

Colt 

e.pdr.  E.F.G.. 
3-pdr.E.F.  G.. 
lpdr.E.F.G.. 

Colt 

field  gnu 

e-pdr.E.  F  ... 
3-pdr.K.F  ... 
37»"H:.E.  C... 
1-pdr.E.F.G., 

Colt 

field  gun 

6-pdr.E.F  ... 
1-pdr.E.F  ... 

Colt 

field  gun , 

6-pdr.  E.  F  . . . 
3'?i'»>H.E.C.. 
1-par.E.F... 

field  gun 

6-pdr.E.F  ... 
3-pdr.E.F  ... 
3^-H.E.C.. 
1-pdr.R.F  ... 

Colt 

field  j;iin 


iTicJies. 


Inches 
}  ^i 

Hi 


Inches. 


iii 


iFor'd  8' 
(Aft    7J" 


lli 


114 


For'dlS" 
Aft  Hi' 


14 


13 


IJ 


n 


i| 
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States  Navy — Continued. 
TTJERETED  MONITOKS. 


Ft.  In. 
259    I 


Ship  fally  equipped  ready 
for  sea,  all  stores  on  board. 
Normal  coal  supply. 


U 


Ft.  In. 
55    6 


60    IJ 


Ft.  In. 
U    6 


Tons 

3,990 


Tom. 
1,  536. 15 


1,  536. 15 


1, 485.  59 


2, 144. 18 


Tons. 

961. 45 


Type  of 
engine. 


Twin  screw 
inclined 
compound. 

Twin  screw 
incli  ned 
compound. 


Twin  screw 
.  horizontal 
triple  ex- 
pansion. 

Twin  screw 
vertical 
triple  ex- 
pansion. 

Twin  screw 
horizontal 
compound. 

Twin  screw 
inclined 
compound. 


a  o 
"^  ft 


3,000 


-5-3 


Pi 


Tons. 
27.  m 


Tons. 
250 


Tons. 
250 


Ft.  In. 
14    7i 


15    0 


14    7J 


15    4 


Comple- 
ment. 


Offi- 
cers 


Men. 


Contract 

price  of 

hull  and 

machinery. 


Bate  of  act 
authorizing 
building  or 
completion. 


Contract 
signed. 


Keel  laid. 


Launched. 


Contract 
date  of  com- 
pletion. 


Date  of  first 
commission. 


156 


,-,  j 


26 


157 


176 


208 


151 


(*) 


(*) 


$1, 628, 950 
<*)    I 

,,    { 


Mar.  3, 1885 
Ang.  3, 1886 
Mar.  3, 1887 


Mar.  3, 1885 
Ang.  3, 1886 
Mar.  3, 1887 


Mar.  3, 1885 
Ang.  3, 1886 
Mar.  3, 1887 


Mar.  3, 1887 


Mar.  3, 1885 
Ang.  3, 1886 
Mar.  3, 1887 


Mar.  3, 1885 
Ang.  3, 1886 
Mar.  3, 1887 


JuneU.lSSg 


Jnly,  1889 


1875 


June  7, 1883 
Deo.  5, 1876 

Sept.19,1883 

Apr.28,1891 
Dec.  6,1882 

Mar.24,1883 


Junel4,1892 


Apr.  23, 1895 


Oct.  27,1891 


Feb.  20, 1896 


Feb.  13. 1893 


Deo.  10, 1896 


Apr.  16, 1896 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


TahU  of  vessels  of  the  United 
ARMORED  STEEL  VESSELS -SINGLE 


Name, 


By  whom  and  where 
built  or  building. 


CoDdition  of  service. 


Ship  fully  equipped 

ready 

for  sea,  all  stores  on  board. 

Normal  coal  supply. 

r^ 

rfl 

o 

_.  B 

g 

¥ 

a 

■o 

•p. 

►J 

H 

a 

R 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Tons. 

225  0 

50    0 

12    6 

2,755 

225  0 

50    0 

12    6 

2,755 

225  0 

50    0 

12    6 

2,755 

225  0 

50     0 

12    6 

2,755 

Arkansas... 

Connecticut 

Florida 

"Wyoming  .. 


Newport  News  S.  B.  & 
D.  B.  Co.,  Newport 
News,  Va. 

Bath  Iron  "Works,  Bath, 
Me. 

Lewis  Nixon ,  Elizabeth- 
port,  N.  J. 

Union  Iron  Works,  San 
Francisco,  Co. 


Building . 

Building . 
Building . 
Building . 


Name. 


Batteries. 


Secondary. 


Torpedo 
tubes. 


Protec- 
tive 
deck. 


Ph 


"Water-line  pro- 
tection— obtura- 
ting material. 


Cocoa, 

capacity 

in  cubic 

feet. 


Corn 
pith,  ca- 
pacity 
in  cubic 

feet. 


Arkansas  — 
Connecticut., 
Florida 

"Wyoming  -  -  - 


'212"B.L.R. 
.4  4"R.E.... 
212"B.L.R. 
,4  4"R  F.... 
r2  12"  B.  L.  R . 
l4  4"R.F.... 
^212"B,L.R. 
A  4"R.F.... 


3  6-pdr.  R.  F  . 

4  1-pdr.  R.  F  . 

3  6-pdr.  R.  F  . 

4  3-pdr.R.F  . 

3  6-pdr.  R.  F  . 

4  1-pdr.  R.  F  . 
3  6-pdr.  R.  F  . 
41-pdr.R.F  . 


VNone  . . . 
iNone  ... 
|None  ... 
JNone  ... 


Inches. 
11 

11 

11 

11 


In. 


In. 


None  . . . 

None  . . . 
None  ... 
None  ... 


None 
None 
None 
None 
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states  Navy — Coutinuecl. 

TUREBT  HARBOR  DEFENSE  MONITORS. 


^* 

i 

a 
o 

o 

1 

a 

Type  of  engine. 

1 
s 

o 
PI 

1 

S.4 

11 

p! 

15 

u 

g'o" 

o 

a 

+3 

i 

1 

1 

1 

ximnm 
st  poin 
eaay  fo 
uU. 

(D 

s 

o 

cb 

^ 

a 

H 

^ 

m 

a 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Ft.  In. 

*12 
*12 

*  2,  400 

*  2,  400 

22.16 
22.16 

200 
200 

200 
200 

*12 
*12 

•2,400 
•  2, 400 

22.10 
22.16 

200 
200 

200 
200 

Comple- 
ment. 

Contract 

price  of 

hull  and 

machinery. 

Date  of  act 

authorizing 

the 

building. 

Contract 
signed. 

Keel  laid. 

Launched. 

Contract 

date  of 

completion. 

2 

P 

Date  of  first 
commission. 

7 
7 
7 
7 

124 
124 
124 
124 

$860, 000 
862, 000 
825, 000 
875,  000 

May  4, 1898 
May  4, 1898 
May  4, 1898 
May  4, 1898 

Oct.  11, 1898 
Oct.  19, 1808 
Oct.  11, 1898 
Oct.   5,1898 

Jan.ll,  1901 
Jan.19, 1901 
Oct.  11, 1900 
Jan.  5, 1901 

*  Estimated. 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  the  United 
AEMOEBD  IKOIT  VESSELS— LOW  FEEEBOAED 


13 

■5 
% 

By  whom  and 
where  built. 

Condition  of  service.. 

Dimensions. 

i 
1 

M 

Name. 

ill 

til 
III 

1 

n 

a 

Ajax 

1862 

1862 
1862 
1862 

1862 
1862 
1862 
1862 

1862 
1862 
1862 
1862 
1862 

Snowdon    &   Ma- 
son, Pittsburg, 

Pa. 
Harrison  Loring, 

Boston,  Mass. 
John    Ericsson, 

Brooklyn,  N.  T. 
Donahue,    Eyan 

&  Secor,  Jersey 

City,  N.J. 
John  Ericsson, 

Chester,  Pa. 
John  Ericsson, 

Chester,  Pa. 
Z.  &  F.  Secor,  Jer- 
sey City,  N.  J. 
Perine,    Secor    & 

Co.,  Jersey  City, 

N.J. 
John  Ericsson, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Harrison   Loring, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Atlantic    "Works, 

Boston,  Mass. 
John  Ericsson, 

Brooklyn,  N.  T. 
Miles  Greenwood, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force . 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force . 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force . 

Navy- Yard     Mare    Is- 
land, Cal. 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force . 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force . 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force . 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force . 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force . 
Auxiliary  Naval  Force . 
Auxiliary  Naval  Force . 
Auxiliary  Naval  Force . 
Auxiliary  Naval  Force . 

Teet. 
225 

225 
200 
200 

200 
200 
225 
225 

200 
200 
200 
200 
225 

n.Jn 
43  8 

43  8 
46  0 
46  0 

46  0 
46  0 
43  8 
43  8 

46  0 
46  0 
46  0 
46  0 
43  8 

Ft.  In 
13  6 

13  6 
11  6 
116 

11  6 
11  6 
13  6 
13  6 

11  6 
11  6 
11  6 
11  6 
13  6 

Tons. 
2,100 

2,100 
1,875 
1,875 

1,875 
1,875 
2,100 
2,100 

1,875 
1,875 
1,875 
1,875 
2,100 

340 

340 
340 
340 

340 
340 
340 
340 

340 
340 
340 
340 
340 

Canonicua 

CatskiU 

Comanche 

Lehigh 

Mahopac 

Manhattan 

^ontank 

Nantucket 

"Wyandotte 
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States  Navy — Continued. 
SINGLE-TtTKEBT  MONITOES. 


Type  of  engine. 

Speed 

in 
knots. 

Batteries. 

Armor. 

Cost  of 

hull  and 

machinery. 

Main. 

Secondary. 

ID 

1 

+3 

Date  of  act 
authorizing 
thehuilding. 

Single  screw  grasshop- 
per. 

Single  screw  grasshop- 
per. 

Single  screw  grasshop- 
per. 

Single  screw  grasshop- 
per. 

Single  screw  grasshop- 
per. 

Single  screw  grasshop- 
per. 

Single  screw  grasshop- 
per. 

Single  screw  grasshop- 
per. 

Single  screw  grasshop- 
per. 

Single  screw  grasshop- 
per. 

Single  screw  grasshop- 
per. 

Single  screw  grasshop- 
per. 

Single  screw  grasshop- 
per. 

5  to  6 

6 
6 

6  to  6 

5  to  6 

5  to  6 

6 

6 

5  to  6 
5  to  6 
5  to  6 
5  to  6 
6 

2XV"S.B-. 

2XV"S.B-. 
2XV"S.B.. 
2XV"S.B.. 

2XV"S.B.. 
2XV"S.B.. 
2XV"S.B.. 
2  XV"S.  B  . . 

2XV"S.B-- 
2XV"S.B.. 
2XV"S.B-- 
2XV"S.B.. 
2XV"S.B.. 

None 

2  12-pdr.  H.- 

None 

None 

212-pdr.H.. 
212-pdr.H.. 
212-pdr.H.. 
2  12-par.  H.. 

2  12-pdr.  H. - 
212-pdr.H-. 
2  12-pdr.  H- - 
2  12-pdr.H.. 
212-pdr.H.. 

In. 
5 

5 
5 
6 

5 
5 
5 

5 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

In. 
10 

10 
11 
11 

11 
11 
10 
10 

11 
11 
11 
■11 
10 

$626,  582. 24 

622,  963.  22 
427, 766.  78 
613,164.98 

422, 766. 73 
422,726.28 
635,  374.  55 
628,879.27 

423,  027. 49 
413,  515. 14 
408,091.37 
423, 171. 69 
633,327.84 

Apr.  17,1862 

Apr.   17,1862 
Apr.  17.1862 
Apr.  17,1862 

Apr.  17,1862 
Apr.  17,1862 
Apr.  17,1862 
Apr.  17,1862 

Apr.  17,1862 
Apr.  17, 1862 
Apr.  17,1862 
Apr.  17,1862 
Apr.  17,1862 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


TaMe  of  vessels  of  the  United 
TJNAEMOEBD  STEEL  VESSELS— 


Name. 

Bis- 

By  whom  and  where  bnilt  or 
building. 

Condition  or  service. 

Atlanta           .     ... 

Briff 

John  Eoaoh  &  Sons,  Chester,  Pa 

Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

John  Eoach  &.  Sons,  Chester,  Pa 

"Union  Iron  Worts,  San  Francisco, 
Cal. 

John  Eoach  &  Sons,  Chester,  Pa  ... 

U.  S.  navy-yard,  Brooklyn,  N.  X 

Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Union  Iron  Works,  San  Francisco, 
Cal. 

Wm.  Cramp  &.  Sons,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

U.  S.  navy-yard,  Norfolk,  Va 

Union  Iron  Works,  San  Francisco, 
Cal. 

Eepairing  at  navy-yard, 
New  York. 

Two  military 
mastB. 

Brig 

Asiatic  Station 

Two  military 
masts. 

Three-masted 
schooner. 

Schooner 

Schooner  

Schooner  

Three-masted 
schooner. 

Schooner  

Schooner  

Schooner  

Three-masted 
schooner. 

Eepairing  at  navy-yard. 
New  i:ork. 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

Eastern  Squadron 

Asiatic  Station 

Minneapolis 

Newark              

Philadelphia 

Asiatic  Station 

San  rranoisco 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 
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states  Navy — Continued. 
PROTECTED  CRUISERS. 


Ship  fully  equipped  ready 

<D 

■s 

«  >> 

for  sea,    all   storea   on 

E 

g 

.l-s 
€| 

g 

III 

m 

tit 
a  P.5 

board.    Normal  coal 
supply. 

i 

a 

§ 

i 

o 

Type 
of  engine. 

1 

Pi 

a 
a 

o 
1. 

.Is 

P  o 

"^  p, 
B 

i 

CO 

O 

o 

■3 

a 
S 

t 

O 

1 

1 

si 

r 

i 

■s 

i 

g 

1 

1 

Hi 

f^ 

fi 

cS 

tz5 

a 

B 

125 

m 

% 

n.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

JY.  Jn. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Ton*. 

Tone. 

ToTia. 

Ft.  In. 

271  3 

42  IJ 

16  ID 

3,000 

2, 028. 18 

1,  094. 89 

Single  screw 

15.60 

4,030 

20.03 

490 

21    Oi 

horizontal 

compound. 

Twin  screw 

327  6 

48  7J 

19     6 

4,413 

3,  019. 18 

1,  520. 75 

20. 096 

10,  064 

25.89 

400 

1, 143.  87 

23  Hi 

horizontal 

triple   ex- 

pansion. 

271  3 

42  IJ 

16  10 

3,000 

2,  028. 18 

1,  094. 89 

Single  screw 
horizontal 
compound. 

15.60 

4,300 

20.03 



495.  80 

21     OJ 

312  7 

46  2 

18    7 

3,730 

2, 641.  89 

1, 171.  56 

Twin  screw 
horizontal 
compound. 

18.20 

6,666 

23 

.    328 

757.  70 

21    8i 

325  0 

48  2 

19    0 

4,500 

3, 042. 64 

1, 550.  69 

Twin  screw 
slightly 
incjined 

•18 

*9,000 

26.92 

831.  94 

22    6i 

triple   ex- 
pansion. 
Twin  screw 

300  0 

42  0 

18    0 

3,213 

2,  003. 81 

619. 37 

*19 

no,  000 

20.04 

350 

468 

20    2J 

vertical 

triple   ex- 
pansion. 
Triple  screw 

412  0 

58  2i 

22    6i 

7,375 

5,552.48 

2, 026. 00 

22.8 

18, 509 

36.87 

750 

1,670 

25    7 

vertical 

triple   ex- 

pansion. 

412  0      68  2  J 

22    ei 

7,375 

5, 552. 48 

1,  937. 55 

Triple  screw 

23.  073 

20,  862 

36.87 

750 

1,891 

25    7 

vertical 

triple   ex- 

pansion. 

311  7 

49  2 

18    9 

4,098 

2,  761. 18 

1,  554.  59 

Twin  screw 
horizontal 
triple   ex- 
pansion- 

19 

8,869 

25 

400 

809. 46 

22    7i 

340  0      53  OS 

21     6 

5,870 

4,  Oil.  89 

1,  885. 84 

Twin  screw 

21.686 

17,  313 

29.36 

400 

1, 169.  66 

24    9J 

vertical 

triple   ex- 

pansion. 

327  6 

48  74 

19    2J 

4,324 

3,048.54 

1, 547.  57 

Twin  screw 
horizontal 
triple   ex- 

19. 678 

8,815 

25.89 

400 

1,  085.  6 

23    5 

pansion. 

300  0 

42  0 

18    0 

3,213 

2, 003. 81 

619. 37 

Twin  screw 
vertical 
triple   ex- 
pansion. 

I'J 

*10,  000 

20.04 

350 

460.  09 

20    2J 

310  0 

49  2 

18    9 

4,098 

2,805.98 

1, 330. 16 

Twin  screw 
horizontal 
triple   ex- 

19. 525 

9,913 

25 

350 

627.76 

22    3i 

pansion. 

*  Estimated. 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  the  United 
UNAEMOEBD  STEEL  VESSELS— 


Ifame. 


Atlanta.. 


Baltimore.. 


Charleston. 


Chicago. 


Cincinnati . 


Columbia  - 


Minneapolis  . 


Newark  . 


Olympia . 


Philadelphia. 
Haleigh 


San  FranciBCO  . 


Batteries. 


Hain. 


•6  6"  R.  F.  enns 
.2  8"B.L.E... 


•4  8"  B.  L.  E  . 
,6  6"  B.  L.  E  . 


•6  6"B.L.E 

.2  8"B.L.E.... 


•2  8"  B.  L.  E  . . . 
.6  6"B.L.E... 


•48"B.L.E.... 
M  6"  E.  F.  guns 


fl0  5"E.I'.gun8. 
U6"B.L.E 

fl8"B.L.E 

26"B.L.E 

l8i"E.F.guns.. 

fl8"B.L.E 

26"B.L.E 

l8  4"E.E.  guns.. 


12  6"  E.  P.  guns. 

rl0  5"E.E.  guns. 
4  8"  B.  L.  E. 
'    mounted  in 

barbette  tur. 

rets,  armor  3J 
,    and  4?(  inches. 

12  6"B.L.E.... 


10  5"  E.  P.  guns. 
16"B.L.E 


12  6"B.L.E... 


Secondary. 


6  6.pdr.E.  E... 
41.pdr.E.  E... 

2  Colts 

13"E.E.field. 
4  6.pdr.  E.  E... 
2  3-pdr.  E.  E  . . . 
2  l.pdr.  E.  E  . . . 
4  37"»H:.E.C.. 

2  Colts 

13"E.E.field. 
2  6-pdr. E.  E... 
2  3.pdr.E.  E... 
21.pdr.E.  E... 
2  47"«»H  E.C.. 
2  37°>"'H.E.C-. 
2Colts 

1  field  gun 

'4  6-pdr.  E.  E... 

2  3-pdr.  E.  E... 
61-pdr.E.  E... 
2  Colts 

1  3"  E.  E.  field  . 

7  6pdr.  E.  F  . . . 

2  l.pdr.  E.  E  . . . 

~  Colts 

1 3"  E.  E.  field  . 

8  6-pdr.E.  E... 
21-pdr.  E.E.-. 
2Colt3 

1  3"  E.  E.  field  . 
12  6.pdr.  E.E  .. 
21-pdr.E.E... 

2Colt8 

1 3"  E.  E.  field  . 
12  6-pdr.  E.  E  . . 

2  l.pdr.  E.E  ... 
2  Colts 

1  3"  E.  E.  field  . 
6pdr. E. E  ... 

41-pdr.E.E... 

2  Colts 

1  3"  E.  F.  field  . 

ue.pdr.E.E  .. 
71.pdr.E.F  ... 

'2  Colts 

1  field  gun 


8e-pdr.E.E  ... 
4  1.pdr.E.E... 

2Colt8 

13"E.E.fleld. 
8  6-pdr.E.F  ... 
4  1-pdr.E.F.-. 

2  Colts 

13"  E.E. field  . 
4  6-pdr.  E.E  ... 
4  3-pdr.  E.E... 
21-pdr.E.F  ... 
4  37°>"'H.  E.C.. 

4G-atlings 

.1  field  gun 


Torpedo 
tubes. 


Protective  deck. 


Slopes. 


Inches. 

li 


2 
White- 
head. 

White- 
head. 

White- 
head. 


White- 
head. 


2 
White- 
head. 


4 
White- 
head. 


Flat. 


4J 


24 


IncJiea. 
li 

2i 
li 


"Water-line  protec- 
tion, obturating 
material. 


Cocoa, 

capacity 

in  cubic 

feet. 


2i 


Compith, 
capacity 
in  cubic 
.  feet. 


6, 970. 88 
9,  829. 12 
9,  829. 12 


6, 970. 88 
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States  Navy — Continued. 
PROTECTED  CRTJISEKS. 


Comple- 
ment. 


Offi- 
cers. 


Men. 


Contract 

price  of 

hull  and 

machinery. 


Date  of  act 

authorizing: 

the 

huilding. 


Contract 
signed. 


Launched. 


Contract 

date  of 

completion. 


Date  of  first 
commission. 


$617,  000 


619,  000 


376 


34 


1,  248,  000 


1,796,000 


1, 350, 000 


33 


Mar.  3, 1883 

Aug.  3,1886 

Mar.  3, 1883 

Mar.  3, 1885 

Mar.  3,1883 

Sept.  7,1888 

June  30, 1890 

Mar.  2,1891 

Mar.  3, 1885 

Sept.  7,1888 

Mar.  3, 1887 

Sept.  7,1888 

Mar.  3, 1887 


July  23,1883 


Dec.   17,1886 


July  23,1883 


Not.    8, 1883 


May     5, 1887 


Nov.  15,1883 


Deo.   28,1886 


July  26,1883 


Jan.   20,1887 


Dec.    29,1883 


Jan.,        1890 


Nov.  19, 1890 


Aug.  31, 1891 


Dec.   30,1890 


Dec.   16,1891 


Oct.    27,1887 


July  10,1890 


Oct.    27,1887 


Oct.    26,1887 


June  12, 1888 


June,       1891 


Mar.  22,1888 


Dec.,       1889 


Aug.,      1888 


Oct.  9, 1884 
Oct.      6, 1888 

Dec.     4, 1884 

July  19,1888 

Dec.  5, 1885 
Nov.  10, 1892 
July  26,1892 
Aug.  12,  1893 
Mar.  19,1890 

Nov.    6, 1892 

Sept.  7,1889 
Mar.  31,1892 

Oct.    26,1889 


Jan.   23,1885 


June  17, 1888 


Jan.   23, 1885 


June  28, 1888 


Jan.    26,1886 


May  19,1893 
Aug.  31, 1893 
Oct.    27,1889 

Apr.     1, 1 

Oct.    27,1889 


Oct.    26,1889 


July  19, 1886 
Jan.      7, 1890 

May     2, 1S87 

Dec.   26,1889 

Apr.  17,1889 
June  16, 1894 
Apr.  23,1894 
Deo.  13,1894 
Fob.     2, 1891 

Eeb.     5, 1895 

July  28,1890 
Apr.  17,1894 

Not.  15, 1890 


*Limitof  cost. 
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Table  of  vessels  of  the  United 
TTNAEMOEED  STEEL  VESSELS— PROTECTED 


Name. 

Eig. 

By  whom  and  where  built  or  building. 

Condition  or  service. 

Two  military 
masts. 

Two  military- 
masts. 

Sir  W.  G.  Armstrong,  Mitchell  & 
Co.,  Elswick  yard,  New  Castle- 
on-Tyne,  England. 

Sir  "W.  G.  Armstrong,  Mitchell  &. 
Co.,  Elswick  yard,  New  Castle- 
on-Tyne,  England. 

Building. 

Batteries. 

ProtectiTe 
deck. 

Name. 

Main. 

Secondary.                 '^^° 

Slopes. 

Flat. 

a 
{^ 

6"  E.  E 

10  6-pdr.E.P 1 

41-pdr.E.I' [ 

Inches. 
3 

3 

Inches. 
li 

li 

4.7"  E.  F 

'l 

6"E.E 

10  6-pdr.R.F 

41-pdr.R.F 

New  Orleans  — 

4.7"  E.  E 
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states  Nary — Continued. 

CEUISBES,  SHEATHED  WITH  WOOD. 


Ship  folly  equipped  ready 

s 

■s 

for   sea,  all    stores    on 

e 

d 

board.    Normalcoal 

1 
p. 

H 

supply. 

<D 

Type 

1 

a 
1 

X 

a* 

O   n 

si 
p. 

1 

-& 

1 
o 

^ 

"S 

si 

s 

.a 
1 

2 

i 

g 

i 
1 

(3 

1 

S 
I 

a 
o 

1 

of  engme. 

s 

■a 

o 

1 

1 

3 

M 

Maximum  dra 
point  of  kee 
for  sea,  bun 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Toyis. 

Tons. 

Ft.  In. 

316  0 

4,3  9 

16  lOj 

3,437 

Twin  screw 

20 

7,500 

7011 

800 

vertical 

inverted 

triple  ex- 

pansion. 

316  0 

43  9 

16  IDJ 

3,437 

2,174 

1,224 

Twin  screw 
vertical 
inverted 
triple  ex- 
pansion. 

20 

7,500 

700 

800 

20      2 

Water-line  protec- 

tion, obturating 

C 

ompleme 

nt. 

material. 

Keel  laid. 

Launt 

hod. 

Date  of 
purchase. 

Bate  of  first 
commission.- 

Cocoa, 

Corn  pith, 

capacity, 
in  cubic 

capacity, 
in  cubic 

Oflce 

rs. 

Men. 

feet. 

feet. 

Mar.  16, 1808 

24 

383 

Dec. 

4, 1S96 

Mar.  16- 1  RPR 

Mar. 

18, 1898 

Ab.  98 75 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  the  United 

UNAKMOEBD  STEEL  VESSELS— 


Name. 

Big. 

By  whom  and  where  built  or 
building. 

Condition  or  service. 

Two  -  niaated 
schooner. 

Two  -  masted 
schooner. 

Two  -  masted 
schooner. 

Columbian  Iron  "Works,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

City  Point  "Works,  Boston,  Maos  . . . 

Columbian  Iron  "Works,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

Marblehead 

Montgomery 

Batteries. 

Water-tight 
deck. 

AVater-liue  protec- 
tion, obturating 
material. 

Name. 

Main. 

Secondary. 

Torpedo 
tubes. 

Slopes. 

Elat. 

Cocoa, 

capacity, 

in  cubic 

feet. 

Corn  pith, 

capacity, 

in  cubic 

feet. 

Betroit 

10  5"  E.I',  guns - 
10  5"E.  F.guns- 
10  5"  E.E.guns. 

6  6-pdr.  E.  E.... 
l2  1-pdr.  E.  E.--. 

1       2       1 
White- 
head. 

1        2 
White- 
head. 

2 

1  While- 
[  head. 

Inch. 

Inch. 

878 
878 

878 

13'K.E.  field.. 

66-pdr.  E.  E.... 
l21-pdr.  E.  F.-.. 
12Colt8 

Montgomery 

13"K.r.  field. - 
6  6-pdr.  E.E.-. 
2l-pdr.  E.  E.... 
2Colts 

[l3"E.  E. field.. 
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States  Navy — Continued. 
UNPEOl'ECTED  CEUISEES. 


Ship  fully  equipped  ready 

i 

■8 

It 

for   sea,    all  stores   on 

t-i 

u 

board.    Kormal  coal 

g 
I 

o 

supply. 

o 

Type 

1 

si 

if 

-^■0 

1 

i 

a-.a 

s 

1 

S 

a 

of  engine. 

% 

l| 

to 

P4 

m 

1 

1 

a 

■ft 

1 

p 
1 
t 

a 
1 

n 
o 

o 

1^ 

W 

a 

5 

& 

'r^ 

m 

a 

H 

|2i 

n 

a 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Tone. 

Tons. 

Tom. 

Torn. 

2Vm».    Jt.  In. 

257    0     37    0 

14    7 

2  089,1,250.05 

631.  54 

Twin  screw 

18.71 

5,227 

15.75 

200 

340     16    8 

vertical 

triple   ex- 

257    0 

37    0 

14    7 

2,089 

1, 250. 05 

631.54 

pauBion. 

Twin  screw 
vertical 
triple  ex- 
pansion. 

Twin  screw 

18.44 

6,451 

16.75 

200 

340 

16    8 

257    0 

37    0 

14    7 

2, 0891, 250. 03 

631.64 

19.05 

5,580 

16.75 

200 

340 

16    8 

vertical 

triple  ex- 

pansion. 

Comple- 
ment. 

Contract 

Date  of  act 

authorizing 

the 

building. 

Contra 
8igne( 

f<+ 

Con  tract 

Date  of  first 
commission. 

Offi- 

Men. 

price  of  nul, 

and 
machinery. 

ClJ 

Keel  laid. 

Launcbed. 

date  of 
completion. 

cers. 

20 

236 

$612,600 

Sept.    7,1888 

Nov.    2, 

1889 

Feb.,       1890 

Oct. 

28, 189 

May     2, 1892 

July  20, 1893 

20 

228 

674,  000 

Sept.    7,1888 

Nov.  11, 

1889 

Oct.,        1890 

Aug 

.  11, 189 

iMay  11,1892 

Apr.     2, 1894 

20 

237 

612,500 

Sept.    7,1888 

Not.    2, 

1889 

Feb.,       1890 

Dec 

5,189 

I  May    2,1892 

June  21, 1891 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  the  United 
UNAEMOEED  STEEL 


Name. 

Rig. 

By  whom  and  where  built  or 
building. 

Condition  or  service. 

Schooner  

Three-masted 
schooner. 

Schooner  

Three-masted 
schooner. 

Rnhnonnr    . .    _ 

Moore  &.  Sons,  EUzabethport,  N.  J. . 
N.  F.  PahDQer  &.  Co.,  Chester,  Pa ... , 

Bath  Iron  Works,  Bath,  Me 

N.  F.  Palmer  &  Co.,  Cheater,  Pa 

Bath  Iron  Works,  Bath,  Me 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

Pacific  Station 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

Beunington 

Maf^liiaA          

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

Asiatic  Station 

Petrel Barkentine 

Columbian  Iron  Works,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

1 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

schooner. 

Plana  being  prepared 

*  Iron  huU. 


LIGHT-DEAET 


Helena 


Nashville 


■Wilmington 


One   military 
mast. 


Scliooner 


One   military 
mast. 


Newport  News  Shipbuilding  and 
Dry  Dock  Co.,  Newport  News, 
Va. 

Newport  News  Shipbuilding  and 
Dry  Dock  Co.,  Newport  News, 
Va. 

Newport  News  Shipbuilding  and 
Dry  Dock  Co.,  Newport  News, 
Va. 


North  Atlantic  Fleet . . 


North  Atlantic  Elect 


North  Atlantic  Meet  . . . 
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States  Navy — Continued. 
VESSELS— GtrUIiOATS. 


Ship  fully  equipped  ready 
forsea,  all  stores  on  board. 

s 

1S 

s 

p 
'5 

Normal  coal  supply. 

g 

.3 

1 
1 

1 
1 

H 

1 

<D 

i 

0 

bo 

« 

a 
a 
S 

m 

s 
o 

i 

1 
1 

Type  of  engine. 

I 

o 

1 

Is 

"^  p, 

.§1 
•§1 

1 

s 

cd       DO 

"so 

If* 

a  n  CO 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

JK.Irt. 

187  6 

32  0 

12    2 

839 

719.  61 

574. 77 

Twin    screw 
vertical 
triple     ex- 
pansion. 

Twin    screw 

14.37 

1,213 

9.52 

100 

136 

12  11 

230  0 

36  0 

14    0 

1,710 

1,  Oil.  72 

407.  50 

17.5 

3,436 

13. 72 

200 

403 

16  7 

horizontal 

triple     ex- 

pansion. 

204  0    32  IJ 

12    0 

1,177 

77C.  39 

413. 15 

Twin    screw 
vertical 

16.032 

2,199 

10.84 

125 

292.6 

14  4 

triple     ex- 

pansion. 

230  0 

36  0 

14    0 

1,710 

1,  Oil.  72 

407. 50 

Twin    screw 
horizontal 
triple     ex- 
pansion. 

16,8 

3,405 

13.72 

200 

401 

16  7 

204  0    32  14 

12    0 

1,177 

776.  3a 

413. 15 

Twin    screw 

15.46 

2,046 

10.84 

125 

292.6 

14  4 

vertical 

triple     ex- 

pansion. 

176  3 

31  0 

11    7 

892 

516.79 

314.  97 

Single  screw 
horizontal 
compound. 

11.79 

1,095 

9.28 

lOU 

200 

13  5 

35  0 

13    4J 

1,700 

1,222 

831 

16 

2,000 

14  9 

compound. 

230  0 

36  0 

14    0 

1,710 

1,011.72 

407. 50 

Twin    screw 
horizontal 
triple     ex- 
pansion. 

16.14 

3,392 

13.72 

200 

380 

16  7 

GUNBOATS. 


250  9   40  OJ^ 
38  1^ 


220  0 


250  9 


40  0} 


1,371 


1,  3G2.  59 


Twin  screw 
vertical 
triple  ex- 
pansion. 

Twin  screw 
vertical 
quadruple 
expansion. 

Twin  screw 
vertical 
triple  ex- 
pansion. 


15.50 

1,988 

17  08 

100 

300 

16.30 

2,536 

13.16 

150 

400 

15.08 

1,894 

17.08 

100 

300 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  the  United 
UNAEMOEED  STEEL 


Batteries. 

Water-tight 
deck. 

Water-line  protec- 
tion—obturating 
material. 

Name. 

Main. 

Secondary. 

Torpedo 
tubes. 

Slopes. 

Flat. 

Cocoa, 

capacity 

in  cubic 

feet. 

Corn 
pith,  ca- 
pacity in 
cubic  feet. 

4  4"  E.  F.  guns.- 

6  6"B.  L.E 

8  4"  E.F.  guns.. 

66"  B.  L.E 

8  4"  E.F.  guns.. 

4  6"B.  L.E 

8  4"E.  F.guns.. 

6  5"  E.F.  guns.. 

f6  6-pdr.  E.F... . 
8  3-pdr.  E.  F..-. 
1 1-pdr.  E.  F.... 
1  Colt    .       ... 

1 

.  White- 
head. 



Inch, 

i 
i 
i 
8 

Inch. 

i 

8 
i 

1,309 

2  6.pdr.  E.  F- . . . 
2 3-pdr.  E.  F-... 
2  37"»H.E.C..- 
2Gatlings 

1  field  gun 

4  6-pdr.  E.  F.... 

2  1-pdr.  E.  F.... 
1  Colt 

748.12 

1  tield  gun 

2  6-pdr.  E.F... . 
2  3-pdr.  E.  F.... 
2  37»"H.E.C... 
2Gatling8 

1  field  gun 

4  6-pdr.  E.F... . 

2  3-pdr.  R.  F.... 

748.12 

1  field  gun 

2  3-pdr.  E.F... . 
1 1-pdr.  E.F.... 
237  ™  H.E.C.. 

2Gatling8 

4  3-pdr.  E.F... . 

2  6  pdr.  E.  F 

2  1pdr.  E.  F.... 
1  Colt 

i 

8 

2  6-pdr.  E.F... . 
2  3  pdr.  E.F... . 
4  1-pdr.  E.F.... 
2  Colts 

No.  16 

U  3' E.F.  field.-. 

LIGHT-DRAFT 


Helena  . 


Nashville. 


Wilmington  . 


i  4"  E.F.  guns.. 
i4"R.  F.guns.. 
S4"  R.F.guns.. 


4  6-pdr.  E.  F.. 
41.pdr.  E.  F.. 
2  Colts 

1  3"  E.  F.  field 
4  6-pdr.  U.F.. 
21-pdr.  E.  F.- 

2  Colts 

13"E.F.fleld. 
4  6.pdrt  E.  F. . 
4  1-pdr.  E.  F. . 

4  Colts 

13"E.  F.  field 
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atates  Navy — Coutinued. 
VESSELS  -GUNBOATS. 


Comple- 
ment. 

Contract 

Date  of  act 
authorizing 
the  building. 

Contract 
signed. 

Keel  laid. 

Launched. 

Contract 

date  of 

completion. 

Date  of  first 
commission 

S 
o 

1 

aDd 
machinery. 

10 

113 

$250,  000 

Sept.    7,1888 

July  18, 1890 

Feb., 

1891 

Apr.  30, 1892 

July  18, 1892  Mar.     3,1893 

16 

179 

490,  000 

Mar.    3, 1887 

Not.  15,1887 

June 

1888 

June    3,1890 

May  15, 1889  June  20, 1891 

11 

140 

318, 500 

Mar.    2, 1889 

Apr.  12,1890 

Feb., 

1891 

May  11,1892 

Apr.  12, 1892  Oct.    22,1894 
1 

13 

181 

490,  000 

Mar.    3,1887 

Nov.  15,1887 

May, 

1888 

Mar.    8, 1890  May  15,1889 

Feb.  14,1891 

11 

140 

318,500 

Mar.     2, 1889 

Apr.  12,1890 

reb.. 

1891 

Dec.     8, 1891 

Apr.  12,1892 

July  20,1893 

10 

112 

247,  000 

Mar.    3, 1885 

Deo.   22,1886 

Aug. 

27, 1887 

Oct.    13, 1888  Dec.    22,1887 
1881            *ATir     •?.  ISQR 

Deo.   10,1889 

U 

181 

455, 000 

Mar.    3,1885 

Jan.    31,1887 

May 

14, 1887 

Apr.  28,1888 

Jan.  31,1888 

Apr.  23,1889 

May     4, 1898 

! 

i 

1              1 

^  Date  of  purchase. 


GUNBOATS. 


10 

165 

$28(1,  000 

Mar. 

3, 1893 

Jan.   29,1894 

Oct.    11,1894 

Jan.    30,1896 

Jan.   29,1896 

July    8, 1897 

11 

165 

280  000 

Mar. 

3, 1893 

Jan.  22,1894 

Aug.    9,1894 

Oct.    19,1895 

Jan.    22,1896 

Aug.  19, 1897 

10 

105 

280  000 

Mar. 

3, 1893 

Jan.    29,1894 

Oct.      8, 1894 

Oct.    19,1895 

Jan.    29,1896 

May  13,1897 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  the  United 
"DNAEMOKED  COMPOSITE 


Name. 

Eig. 

Bywhomantlwherebuiltorljnilding. 

Condition  or  service. 

Barkentine... 

Schooner  

Barkentine . . . 
Barkentine . .  - 
BarkeDtine . . . 
Scliooner 

Lewis  Nixon,  Elizabethport,  N.  J.. 

Union  Iron  'Works,  San  Francisco, 
Cal. 

Bath  Iron  V^orks,  Bath,  Me 

J.  H.  Dialogue  &  Son,  Camden,  N.  J. 

Bath  Iron  Works,  Bath,  Me 

Union  Iron  Works,  San  Francisco, 
Cal. 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

Pacific  Station 

Vicksburg 

TRAINING- 


Chesapeake Ship Bath  Iron  Works,  Bath,  Me Building 
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Slates  Navy — Continued. 
VESSELS— GUNBOATS. 


Ship  fully  equipped  ready 

i 

■s  >> 

forsea,  all  stores  on  board. 

s 

a 

Normal  coal  supply. 

g 

o 
-a 

=  s 

1 

S  » 

1 
1 

1 

U 

1 

i 

1 

o 

1 

Type  of  engine. 

1 

a 

i 

.5  (D 

p, 

a 

S 

M 

e3 

•si 

« 
p, 

n 

g 
aj 

1 

1 

3 

«     £ 
a  p  » 

ill 

Hi 

f^ 

s 

P 

c6 

l^i 

in 

1^ 

H 

t5 

« 

a 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

J'f.  In. 

168  0 

36    0 

12    0 

1,000 

849. 85 

553.  25 

Single  screw 
vertical 
triple     ex- 
pansion. 

13.17 

1,227 

10.75 

100 

225 

13    9 

174  0 

34    0 

12    0 

l.OOC 

806. 11 

637. 14 

Twin    screw 

13.03 

1,054 

10.17 

120 

226 

vertical 

triple     ex- 

pansion. 

168  0 

36    0 

12    0 

1,000 

849. 85 

553.  25 

Single  screw 
vertical 
triple     ex- 
pansion. 

Single  screw 

12.29 

1,008 

10.75 

100 

*239 

168  0 

36    0 

12    0 

1,000 

849. 85 

553. 25 

n2 

'800 

10.75 

100 

•238 

vertical 

triple     ex- 
pansion. 
Single  screw 

168  0 

36    0 

12    0 

1,000 

849.85 

553.  25 

12.71 

1,118 

10.75 

100 

•239 

vertical 

triple     ex- 

pansion. 

174  0 

34    0 

12    0 

1,000 

806. 11 

637. 1^ 

Twin    screw 

12.88 

1,081 

10.17 

120 

226 

vertical 

triple     ex- 

pansion. 

*  Estimated. 


SHIP. 


175  0      37    0 


16    6    1,175     905.2' 


872.071  None None.   10. 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  the  United 

GUN 


Name. 


Batteries . 


Main. 


Secondary. 


Torpedo 
tubes. 


Water-tight 
deck. 


"Water-line  protec- 
tion obturating 
material. 


Slopes. 


ITlat. 


Cocoa, 

capacity 

in  cubic 

feet. 


Corn 
pith,  ca- 
pacity in 
cubicf'eet. 


Annapolis 

Marietta.. 

Newport. . 
Princeton . 
Vickabure; 

Wheeling. 


'  R. F.  guns.. 

'  R.  F.  guns.. 

'  R.  F,  guns.. 
R.  F.  guns.. 
R.  F.  guns-. 

R.  F.  guns.. 


4  6-pdr.R.  F.  G-.. 
21-pdr.K.F.G-.. 

iGolt 

4(i-pdr.  R.F.  G.. 
2  1-pdr.  R.  F.G-. 

IColt 

13"  R.F.  field  .. 
4  6-pdr.  R.F.  G.. 
2  1pdr.  R.F.  G.. 

1  Colt 

4  5-pdr.  R.F.  G-. 
21-pdr.R.F.G.. 

IColt 

4  6-pdr.  R.F.  G.. 
21-pdr.R.F.G.. 

1  Colt 

4  6.pdr.R.F.G.. 
21-pdr.R.F.G.., 

IColt ! 

13"  R.F. field  .. 


I 


TRAINING 


Chesapeake., 


6  4"  R.F.  guns. 


r4  6-pdr.  R.  F  ... 
\2  1-pdr.  R.  F  ... 


ITNARMORED  VESSELS- 


Name. 

Type. 

Eig. 

By  whom  and  where 
built  or  building. 

Condition  or 
service. 

Steel  dispatch  boat... 

Steel  dynamite  gun- 
boat. 

Three-masted 
sohooner. 

John  Roach   &  Sons, 
Chester,  Pa. 

Wm.  Cramp   &  Sons, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

North  Atlantic 
Pleet. 

North  Atlantic 
Pleet. 

Batteries.                                   '^^\eck.^''* 

"Water-line  protec- 
tion  obturating 
material. 

Name. 

Main. 

Secondary. 

Torpedo 
tubes. 

Slopes. 

Plat. 

Cocoa, 

capacity 

in  cubic 

feet. 

Corn 
pith,  ca- 
pacity in 
cubic  feet 

3  4"  E.  P. guns.. 

3  15"  dynamit8> 
guns. 

|2W-pdr.E.F... 
|2  e.pdr.R.F.... 

Vesuvius 

)2  3.p 
l2Ga 
f5  3.p 
tlCol 

tlings 

Jr.  E.  P . . . . 

\ 

1% 

A 
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States  Naoy — Coutinued. 
BOATS. 


Comple- 
ment. 

Contract 
price  of  bull 

and 
macliiuery. 

Date  of  act 
authorizing 
the  building. 

Contract 
signed. 

Keel  laid. 

Launched. 

Contract 

date  of 

completion. 

Date  of  first 

00 

u 
o 

o 

1^ 

commission. 

124 

129 

124 
124 
124 

129 

$227,  700 

223,000 

229,400 
230, 000 
229,  400 

219, 000 

Mar.  2,1895 

Mar.   2,1895 

Mar.  2,1895 
Mar.  2,1895 
Mar.    2,  1896 

Mar.  2,1895 

Nova20,  1895 

Not.  26, 1895 

Nov.  15, 1895 
Hov.20,1895 
Nov.  15, 1895 

Nov.  26, 1895 

Apr.,      1896 

Apr.  13,1896 

Mar.,      1896 
May,      1896 
Mar.,      1896 

Apr.  11,1896 

Dec.  23,1896 

Mar.  18, 1897 

Deo.    5,1896 
June  3,1897 
Dec.    5, 1896 

Mar.  18, 1897 

Feb.  20, 1897 

Feb.  26, 1897 

Feb.  15, 1897 
Feb.  20, 1897 
Feb.  15,1897 

Feb.  26, 1897 

July  20, 1897 

Sept.  1,1897 

Oct.     5,1897 
May  27, 1898 
Oct.  23, 1897 

Aug.lO,  1897 

SHIP. 


■Mia  600  Ijl^^^-  3,1897 
$11^,600  j|juiyi9,i897 


)Mar.  16,1898 


Aug.  2,1898 


Junel6, 1899 


SPECIAL  CLASS. 


Ship  fully  equipped  ready 

« 

rt 

^^ 

for  sea,  all  stores  on  hoard. 

S 

l£ 

Normal  coal  supply. 

. 

,a 

Id 

? 

o  ■ 

■g 

s"a 

>i 

1 
§5 

1 

+3 

^i 

CI 

Typeof  engine. 

1 

0 

li 

ft 

i 

.si 

■ft 

P4 

o 
o 

s 

1 

III 

g 

a 

TS 

« 

a 

p, 

■3 

o 

i 

CD 

1 

1 

s 

1 

1 

a 

(-1 

o 

a 

a 

i-y 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Ft.  In. 

240  0 

32    0 

14    3 

1,486 

915. 51 

516. 63 

Single  screw 
vertical  com- 
pound. 

Twin  screw 

15.50 

2,253 

13.31 

273.  74 

17    I| 

252  4 

26    6J 

10    7J 

929 

579.  98 

98.59 

21.42 

3,  794.  86 

10.65 

52.2 

11    2i 

vertical  tri- 

pleexpansion 

Comple- 
ment. 

Co 

ntract 
eofhull 
iTid 
hinery 

Date  of  act 
authorizing 
the  building. 

Contract 
signed. 

Keel  laid. 

Launched. 

Contract 

date  of 

completion 

Date 
comn 

of  first 

i 

mac 

iission. 

rC 

£ 

o 

a 

7 

110 

$315,  000 

Mar.  3, 1883 

July  23, 1883 

Oct,  11, 1883 

Apr.  12,1834 

July  23, 1884 

Dec. 

8, 1885 

6 

63 

350,  000 

Aug.  3, 1886 

Feb.  11,1887 

Sept.,    1887 

Apr.  28,1888 

Feb.  11, 188f 

Jun 

3  7, 1890 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  the  United 
UNAKMOEED  STEEL  VESSELS— 


Name. 

By  whom  and  where  built  or  buildiDg. 

Condition  or  service. 

Building       

Building 

Neafie  &  Levy  Philadelphia,  Pa.  - 

Dale 

Wm  R.  Trigg  Co.,  Richmond,  Va 

Building 

Building 

Building 

Building 

Harlan  &  Hollingsworth  Co.,  "Wilmington, 
Del. 

Harlan  &  Hollingsworth  Co.,  "Wilmington, 
Del. 

Fore  River  Engine  Co.,  "Weymouth,  Mass 

Fore  River  Engine  Co.,  "Weymouth,  Mass 

Union  Iron  "Works,  San  Francisco,  Cal 

Union  Iron  "Works,  San  Francisco,  Cal 

Union  Iron  Works,  San  Francisco,  Cal 

Gas  Engine  and  Power  Co.  and  Chas.  L. 

Seabury     &     Co.,    Consolidated,    Morris 

Heights,  N.  Y. 
Maryland  Steel  Co.,  Sparrows  Point,  Md 

Maryland  Steel  Co.,  Sparrows  Point,  Md 

Maryland  Steel  Co.,  Sparrows  Point,  Md 

Hall 

Buildin"- 
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States  Navy — Continued. 
TOEPBDO-BOAT  DESTROYERS. 


Ship  fully  equipped  ready 
for  sea,  allatores  on  board. 
Normul  coal  supply. 


Typo  of 
engiue. 


■a'S 


245  0 


245  0 


244  U 
242  3 
242  3 

245  0 
245  0 
245  0 
245  0 

248  0 
248  0 
248  0 


Ft.  In. 
23  7i 


23    7J 


23    7i 


23    7i 


23    7i 


24  6 

22  3 

22  3 

23  7i 
23  7i 
23  7i 
23  7J 

23  3 

23  3 

23  3 


Ft.  In. 
0    6 


Tons. 
420 


6    G 


6     0 

6  ^ 

6    24 


6  0 
6  0 
6    0 


400 
400 
420 
420 
420 
420 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Twin  screw 
vertical  in- 
verted tri- 
ple expan- 
sion. 

Twin  screw 
vertical  in- 
verted tri- 
ple expan- 
sion. 

Twin  screw 
vertical  in- 
verted tri- 
ple expan- 
sion. 

Twin  screw 
vertical  in- 
verted tri- 
ple expan- 
sion. 

Twin  screw 
vertical  in- 
verted tri- 
ple expan- 
sion. 


Twin  screw 
vertical  in- 
verted tri- 
ple expan- 
sion. 


8,000 


*28 


■8,  000 


8,000 


'7,  200 


*30 


*8, 400 
*30  ,*8,400 
•20  1*7,000 
*29  1*7,000 
*29   *7,000 


*29 


'8, 000 

>8,  300 
'8, 300 
'8,  300 


Tons. 
25 


9.4 

9.5 

0.5 

8.56 

8.56 

9.4 

9.4 

9.4 

9.4 


9.5 
9.5 


25 


Tons. 
139 


Ft.  In. 


139 


115 
115 


232 
232 


'  Estimated. 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  ofresseU  of  the  United 
TJNAEMOEED  STEEL  VESSELS— 


Batteries. 

Complement. 

Name. 

Torpedo  tubes. 

Gnns. 

Officers. 

Men. 

2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 
2  long  18 

'  Whitehead 
'  Whitehead. 
'  Whitehead. 
'  Whitehead. 
'  Whitehead. 
'  Whitehead . 
'  Whitehead . 
'  Whitehead. 
'  Whitehead - 
'  Whitehead. 
'  Whitehead - 
'  Whitehead - 
'  Whitehead - 
'  Whitehead. 
'  Whitehead- 

2  12-pdr.  E.  r.  and  5  6.pdr. 

E.F. 
2  12-pdr.  E.  F.  and  5  6-pdr. 

2  12-pdr.  E.  F.  and  5  6-pdr. 

E  F 
2  12-pdr.  E.  F.  and  5  6-pdr. 

E.F. 
2  12-pdr.  E.  F.  and  5  6-pdr. 

2  12-pdr.  E.  F.  and  6  6-pdr. 

2  12-pdr.  E.  F.  and  6  6-pdr. 

2  12'pdr.  E.  F.  and  5  6-pdr. 

2  :2-pdr.  E.  F.  and  5  6-pdr. 

2  12-pd'r.  E.  F.  and  5  6-pdr. 

2  12-pdr.  E.  F.  and  5  6-pdr.  ' 

2  12-pdr.  E.  F.  and  5  6-pdr. 

3  12-pdr.  E.  F.  and  5  6-pdr. 
2  12-mir.  E.  F.  and  6  6-pdr. 
2  12-pdr.  E.  F.  and  6  6-pdr. 
2  12-pdr.  E.  F.  and  6  6-pdr. 

i 
4 

4 
4 
4 
i 
i 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
'60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 

Dale 

Hull 

Paul  Jones 

Preble 

"Whipple-  . 
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States  Navy — Coutinuocl. 
TORPEDO  BOAT  DESTEOYBES. 


Contractprice  of 

hall  and 

macliinery. 


Date  of  act 

authorizing 

the 

building. 


Contract 
signed. 


Keel  laid. 


Contract 

date  of 

completion. 


Date  of  first 
commission. 


$283,  000 
283,  000 
283,  000 
260,  000 
260, 000 
291,000 
201,  000 
281,  000 

281.  000 
285,  000 
285, 000 

285,  000 

282,  000 

286,  000 
286,  000 
286,  000 


May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 


4, 1898 
i,  1898 
4, 1898 
4, 1S98 
4, 1898 
4, 1898 
4, 1898 
4.1898 
4, 1898 
4, 1898 
4,-1898 
4, 1898 
4, 1898 
4, 1898 
4, 1898 
4, 1898 


Oct.  1, 1898 
Oct.  1, 1898 
Oct.  1, 1898  : 


Oct.  19,1898 
Oct.  19,1898 
Sept.  29, 1S98 
Sept.  29, 1898 
Oct.  5, 1898 
Oct.  5, 1898 
Oct.  5, 1898 
Sept.  29, 1808 
Oct.  4, 1898 
Oct.  4, 1898 
Oct.     4, 1898 


Apr.  1, 1900 
Apr.  1,1900 
Apr.  1,1900 


Apr.  19,1900 
Apr.  19, 1900 
Jan.  29,1900 
Feb.  28.1900 
Apr.  6, 1900 
Apr.  5, 1900 
Apr.  5, 1900 
Feb.  28,1900 
Apr.  4, 1900 
Apr.  4,1900 
Apr.  4,1900 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


2'able  of  vessels  of  the  United 
UNARMORED  STEEL 


Name. 


By  whom  and  Where  built  or 
bmlding. 


Condition  or 
eervice. 


Ship  fully  equipped  ready 
for  sea,  all  stores  on  board, 
Kormal  coal  supply. 


1 
t 

3 

a 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

205  0 

19  0 

138  9 

14  3 

146  0 

15  4 

147  0 

16  4i 

175  0 

17  8i 

149  7 

15  6 

213  6 

20  7i 

146  0 

15  4 

160  0 

16  OJ 

194  8 

20  5 

99  6 

12  6 

99  3 

12  9J 

99  3 

12  95 

138  3 

15  6 

175  0 

17  8i 

160  0 

16  OJ 

170  0 

17  0 

225  0 

22  0 

147  0 

16  4i 

99  6 

12  6 

160  0 

16  OJ 

157  0 

17  0 

157  0 

17  0 

157  0 

17  0 

175  0 

17  6 

Bailey 

CusblDg 

Davis 

Dalilgreu 

UuPont 

Ericsson 

ITarragut 

Fox 

Poote 

Goldsborough . . 

Gwin 

Mackenzie 

McKee 

Morris   

Porter 

Kodgers 

Kowan 

Stringham 

T.  A.  M.  Craven 

Talbot 

Winslow 

Bagley 

Barney 

Biddle 

Blakely 


Gas  Engine  and  Power  Co.  and 
Chas.  L.  Seabury  &  Co.,  Consoli- 
datefl,  Morris  Heights,  N.  Y. 

Herrealioff  Mfg.  Co.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 

Wolff  &  Zwicker,  Portland,  Oreg. 

Bath  Iron  Works,  Bath,  Me 

Herreahoff  MfgjCo.,  Bristol,  E.  1. 

Iowa  Ironworks,  Dubnque,  Iowa. 

Union  Iron  Works,  San  Francisco, 

Cal. 
Wolff  &  Zwicker,  Portland,  Oreg. 

Columbian  Iron  Works,  Balti- 
more, Md. 

Wolff  &  Zwicker,  Portland,  Oreg. 

Herreshoff  Mfg.  Co.,  Bristol,  E.  I. . 

The  Chas.  Hillman  Co.,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Columbian  Iron  Works,  Balti- 
more, Md. 

Herreshoff  Mfg.  Co.,  Bristol.  E.  I. . 

Herreshoff  Mfg.  Co.,  Bristol,  E.  I. . 

Columbian  Iron  Works,  Balti- 
more, Md. 

Moran  Brothers  Co.,  Seattle, 
Wash. 

Harlan  and  HoUingsworth  Co., 

Wilmington,  Del. 
Bath  Iron  Works,  Bath,  Me 

Herreshoff  Mfg.  Co.,  Bristol,  E.  I. . 

Columbian  Iron  Works,  Balti- 
more, Md. 

Bath  Iron  Works,  Bath,  Me 

Bath  Iron  Works,  Bath,  Me 

Bath  Iron  Works,  Bath,  Me 

Lawley  &  Sons,  South  Boston, 
Mass. 


Building 

North  Atlantic 
Fleet. 

Building 

Building 

North  Atlantic 
Fleet. 

North  Atlantic 
Fleet. 

Building 

Building 

North  Atlantic 
Fleet. 

Building 

North  Atlantic 

Fleet. 
Eeady  foroflBcial 

trial. 
North  Atlantic 

Fleet. 
Newport,  E.I ... 

North  Atlantic 
Fleet. 

North  Atlantic 
Fleet. 

Eeady  for  ofiicial 
trial. 

Building 

Building 

North  Atlantic 

Fleet. 
North  Atlantic 

Fleet. 

Building 

Building 

Building 

Building 


Ft.  In. 
0 


Tom. 
235 


ilQi 

5  4 
4  7J 
4  8 

4  9 

6  0 

5  4 
5  0 

5  0 

3  3 

4  3 
4  3 
4  Oj 

4  8 

5  0 

5  llj 
0 

3  3i 

5  0 


105 

132 
146.4 
165 

120 

273 
132 
142 

247.5 
45.78 
65 
65 

104.  75 

165 

142 

182 

340 
146.4 
46.5 
142 


4    74167 


i  7J 
4  7i 
4    8 


167 
167 
165 
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Stales  Navy — Contiuued. 
VESSELS— TORPEDO  BOATS. 


Type  of  engine. 


^ 


03  *j 

Is 

O 
P. 


jj=y2't-' 


314. 12 


97.59 

120. 60 
120.  69 
106 

lU.  68 


120. 69 
141. 83 

203. 20 
53.84 
55.14 
55.14 

119. 12 

196 

141.  83 

173. 83 

402.  50 

120.  69 

53.84 

141. 83 


Tons. 
«9.07 


18.81 

26.39 
26.39 
33.57 

19.75 


26.39 
34.68 

C9.03 
14.01 
7.32 
7.32 
31.0b 
33.69 

34.68 

38.42 

40.18 
26.39 
14.01 
34.68 


Twin  screw  vertical 
triple  expausion. 

Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple   expan- 
sion. 
Twin  acrew  vertical 

triple  expansion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 

triple  expansion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple   expan- 
sion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple   expan- 
sion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 

triple  expansion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 

triple  expansion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple   expan- 
sion. 
Twin  sorew  vertical 

triple  expansion. 
Single  acrew  vertical 

triple  expansion. 
Single  screw  vertical 

triple  expansion. 
Single  screw  vertical 

triple  expansion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 

triple  expansion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple   expan- 
sion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple    expan- 
sion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple   expan- 
sion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 

triple  expansion . 
Twin  screw  vertical 

triple  expansion. 
Single  screw  vertical 

triple  expansion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple    expan- 
sion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple   expan- 
sion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple   expan- 
sion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple    expan- 
sion. 
Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple    expan- 
sion. 


Ab.  98 76 


22.6 

*22,5 
•30.0 
28.58 

*24 

*30 
*22.5 
24.53 

•30 

20.88 
*20 

19.82 

24 

28. 630 

*24.5 

♦26.0 

*30 
-30.5 
21.15 
*24.  5 

*28 

*28 

*28 

26 

*  Estimated. 


*5,  600 

1,720 

•1,750 
«4,  200 
*3, 400 

•1, 800 

*5,  000 
•1,  750 


•850 

•850 

•850 

•1,  750 


*2, 000 

•3,  200 

"7,  200 

•4, 200 

•850 

•2,  000 


*3,  000 


Tons. 
20 


Tone. 


Ft.  In. 


3.10 

3.23 
4.08 
4.52 

3.56 

7.00 
3.23 
4.07 


4.52 

4.07 

4.65 

8.03 
4.08 
1.87 
4.07 


5.40 


6.4 
9 

12 


>32 
70 

35.40 

*76 


20 
3.3 
5 


44 

'131 
8.8 
15.3 


12 

0 

12 

35 
9 

3.3 
9 


*28 
76 

44 

•60 

•120 
•32 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING    THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  ihe  United 
UNAEMOEED  STEEL  VESSELS— 


Name. 


By  whom  and  where  built  or 
building. 


Condition  or 
aervico. 


Ship  fully  equipped  ready 
for  sea,  all  stores  on  board. 
Normal  coal  supply. 


De  Long  .. 
Nicholson . 
O'Brien  ... 
Shubrick . . 
Stoctton  .. 
Thornton  - . 

Tingey 

"Wilkes.... 


Lawley  &  Sons,  South  Boston, 
Mass. 

Lewis  Nixon,  Elizabethport,  N.J. 
Lewis  Nixon.  Elizabethport,  N.  J. 


Wm.  E.  Trigg  Co.,  Eichmond, 
Ta. 

Wm.  E.  Trigg  Co.,  Eichmond. 
Ta. 

"Wm.  E.  Trigg  Co.,  Eichmond, 
Ya. 

Columbian  Iron  "Works,  Balti 
more,  Md. 

G-as  Engine  and  Power  Co.  and 
Chas.  L.  Seabury  &  Co.,  Consol 
idated,  Morris  Heights,  N.  V. 


Building. 
Building. 
Building. 
Building . 
Building. . 
Building.. 
Building., 
Building. 


Ft.  In. 
175  0 


174  6 

174  6 
173  0 
176  0 

175  0 
175  0 
175  0 


Ft.  In. 
17    6 


17  0 

17  0 

17  6 

17  6 

17  6 

17  6 


Ft.  In. 
4    8 


4  6 

4  6 

4  8 

4  8 

4  8 

4  8 

4  8 


Tons. 
165 


174 
174 
165 
166 
105 
166 
165 


TOEPEDO  BOATS 


Manl 

Sohioliau  "Works,  Elbing,  Germany 

140    38 

17  4i> 

145 
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TORPEDO  BOATS— Continued. 


d 

a 
a 

o 

5 

« 

1 

Typeof  euffine. 

P 

Pi 

P 

a 

0) 
o 

g 

■a  fe 

a 

s 

a 
1 

-s 

g 

•s 
a^ 

H 

a 
o 
EH 

a 

(S 

o 
o 

1 

'3 

1 

Maximum  draft  aft  at  lowest 
point  of  keel.    Ship  ready 
for  sea,  bunkers  full. 

Tons. 

Tons, 

Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple  expan- 
sion. 

Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple   expan- 

Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple  expan- 
sion. 

Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple  expan- 
sion. 

Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple  expan- 
sion. 

Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple  expan- 
sion. 

Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple  expan- 
sion. 

Twin  screw  vertical 
quadruple  espan- 
sion. 

20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
26 
26J 

*3,  000 

5.40 

Tons. 
10 

Tom. 
70 

n.  In. 



•3,  000 
•3,  000 
*3, 000 
*3, 000 
*3, 000 

5.40 
5.40 
5.40 
5.40 
5.40 

10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

70 
70 
70 
70 
70 

*  Estimated. 


PUKCHASED  IN  1898. 


Quadruple    expan- 
sion. 

23 

1,900 

30 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  the  United 
UNARMOEED  STEEL 


Name. 


Bailey 

Cashing 

Davis 

Dahlgren 

DuPont 

Ericsson 

Farragut 

Tox 

Foote 

Goldsboruugh  .. 

Gwin 

Mackenzie 

McKee 

Morris 

Porter 

Rodgers 

Rowan 

Stringham 

T.  A.  M.Craven. 

Talbot 

Winslow 


Barney  — 
Biildle...- 
Blakely..., 
De  Long . . . 
Nicholson  . 

O'Brien 

Shubrick  . . 
Stockton... 
Thornton . . 
Tingey  ... 
■Wilkes.... 


Batteries. 


Torpedo  tubes. 


2 18"  "Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18" Whitehead.   Long., 
218"  Whitehead.  Long. 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

2  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead.    Long . . 

3  18"  Whitehead 

2  18"  Whitehead.    Long . . 

2  18"  Whitehead 

2  18"  Whitehead 

2  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead.   Long.. 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

2  18"  Whitehead.  Long. 
2  18" Whitehead.   Long.. 

2  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

8  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 

3  18"  Whitehead 


Guns. 


Complement. 


Officers.       Men 


6-pdr. 
l-pdr. 
I'pdr. 
l-pdr. 
l-pdr. 
l-pdr. 
6-pdr. 
l.pdr. 
l-pdr. 
6-pdr. 
l-pdr. 
l-pdr. 
l-pdr. 
l-pdr. 
l-pdr. 
l-pdr. 
l-pdr. 
6-pdr. 
l-pdr. 
l-pdr. 
l-pdr. 
3pdr. 
3-pdr. 
3-pdr. 
3-pdr. 
3-pdr. 
3-pdr. 
3-pdr. 
3-pdr. 
3-pdr. 
3-pdr. 
3-pdr. 
3-pdr. 


B.F  . 
E.F  . 
E.F  . 
E.F. 
E.F. 
E.F., 
E.F.. 
E.  F.. 
E.  F.. 
E.  F.. 
E.  F.. 
R.  F.. 
R.  F.. 
E.  F.. 
E.  F.. 
E.  F.. 
E.  F.. 
E.  F.. 
R.  F.. 
R.F.. 


R.  F.. 
E.  F.. 
E.  F.. 
E.  F.. 
E.  E.. 
E.  F. 
R.  F. 
E.F. 
E.  F. 
E.F. 
E.F. 
E.  F. 
R.  F. 


TORPEDO  BOATS 
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States  Navy — Continued. 
VESSELS— TORPEDO  BOATS. 


Contract  price 
of  hull  aud 
machinery. 


Bate  of  act 

authorizing 

the 

building. 


Contract 
pigned. 


Keel  laid. 


Launched. 


Contract 

date  of 

completion. 


Date  of  first 
commlssiou. 


$210. 000 

82, 750 

81,546 

194,  000 

144, 000 

113, 600 

227,  500 

81,  546 

97,500 

214, 500 

39, 000 

48,  500 

45, 000 

85, 000 

144,  000 

97,  500 

160, 000 

236,  000 

194,  000 

39,  000 

97,  500 

161,  000 

161,  000 

161,  000 

159,  400 

159,  400 

165,  000 

165,  000 

129,  750 

129,  750 

129, 750 

168, 000 

146, 000 


Mar.  3,1897 
Aug.  3,1886 
June  10, 1896 
June  10, 1896 
Mar.  2,1895 
June  30, 1890 
June  10, 1896 
June  10, 1896 
July  26, 1894 
Mar.  3,1897 
June  10, 1896 
June  10, 1896 
June  10, 1896 
June  10, 1890 
Mar.  2,1895 
July  26, 1894 
Mar.  2,1895 
Mar.  3,1897 
June  10, 1896 
June  10, 1896 
July  26, 1894 
May  4,1898 
May  4,1898 
May  4,1898 
May  4,1898 
May  4,1898 
May  4,1898 
May  4,1898 
May  4,1898 
May  4,1898 
May  4,1898 
May  4,1898 
May    4,1898 


July  28, 1897 
Mar.  1,1888 
Oct.  6, 1896 
Oct.  6, 1896 
Oct.  19,1895 
Oct.  8, 1891 
Oct.  5, 1896 
Oct.  6, 1896 
May  3,1895 
July  30, 1897 
Oct.  6, 1896 
Oct.  7, 1896 
Oct.  7, 1896 
Oct.  6, 1896 
Oct.  19,1895 
May  3, 1895 
Oct.  19,1896 
July  29, 1897 
Oct.  6, 1896 
Oct.  6, 1896 
May  3, 1895 
Oct.  19,1898 
Oct.  19,1898 
Oct.  19,1898 
Sept.  27, 1898 
Sept.  27, 1808 
Sept.  26, 1898 
Sept.  26, 1898 


Apr.,  1888 
Mar.  2,1897 
Dec.  11,1897 


Jan.  23.1890 


July  21, 1892 
July  23, 1897 
Mar.  4,1897 
May    1,1896 


Mar.  30, 1897 
May  12, 1894 
July  16, 1898 
July  4,1898 
Oct.     1, 1896 


Apr.  14, 1897 
Apr.  15, 1897 
Sept.  11, 1897 
Nov.  17, 1897 


Nov.  15, 1897 
Feb.  19,1898 
Feb.    5,1898 


May  6,1896 
June  22, 1896 
Mar.  21, 1898 
Deo.  6, 1897 
Apr.  8,1897 
May    8,1896 


Sept.  9,1896 
Nov.  10, 1896 
Apr.    8,1898 


Oct.      1, 1898 
Sept.  30, 1893 


Nov.  14, 1897 
Jan.     6, 1897 


Jan.  28, 1899 
June  1,1889 
Oct.  6, 1897 
Apr.  6,1898 
Nov.  19, 1896 
Oct.  8, 1892 
Apr.  5,1898 
Oct.  6, 1897 
Aug.  3,1896 
Jan.  30,1899 
Oct.  6, 1897 
Oct.  7, 1897 
Oct.  7, 1897 
Oct.  6, 1897 
Aug.  19, 1890 
Aug.  3,1896 
Jan.  19,1897 
Jan.  29, 1899 
Apr.  6,1893 
Oct.  6, 1897 
Aug.  ,%1896 
Oct.  19,1899 
Oct.  19,1899 
Oct.  19,1899 
Sept.  27, 1899 
Sept.  27, 1899 
Sept.  26, 1899 
Sept.  26, 1899 


Apr.  22,1890 


Sept.  23, 1897 
Feb.  18,1897 


Aug.  7,1397 


Apr.  4, 1898 


May  16,1898 
May  11,1898 
Feb.  20,1897 
Apr.    2, 1898 


Apr.    .4,  1898 
Dec.    29,1897 


Oct.     1, 1899 
Sept.  30, 1899 
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TaMe  of  vessels  of  Ihe  United 
TJNAKMOEED  STEEL  VESSELS— 


Name. 

By  -whom  and  where  built  or  building. 

Condition  or  service. 

Columbian  Iron  Works,  Baltimore,  Md.    Con- 
tractor, J.  P.  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Co., 

New  York,  N.  T. 

AVOOD  TORPEDO 


Stiletto. , 


Herreshoff  Mfg.  Co.,  Bristol,  E.  I 


Torpedo  practice,  Newport, 
a.L 


SUBMARINE 


Name. 

Batteries. 

"Water-tight  deck. 

Complement. 

Torpedo  tubes. 

Guns. 

Slopes. 

Flat. 

Officers. 

Men. 

2  "Whitehead 

"WOOD  TORPEDO 


Stiletto 

2  Howell 

1 

1 

*  Estimated. 


Length  over  all. 
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States  Navy — Continued. 
StTBMAEINB  TOEPEDO  BOAT. 


SMp  fully  equipped  ready 
for  aea,  allstorea  on  boara 

h 

".S" 

?. 

o 

O   ^1     . 

!Normal  coal  supply.  " 

a 

a 

1" 

1 

a  a 

O— ' 

ill 
III 

SSI 

1 

i 

PI 

Type  of 
engine. 

O 

a 

Is 

ft 

■3 
o 

M 

p. 
.S 

J 
^ 

ID 

.9 
S 

ft 

i 

1 

hJ 

6? 

^ 

P 

o 

^ 

m 

a 

H 

;zi 

« 

a 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

Tons. 

r<ms. 

Tons. 

TOJM. 

TOJM. 

Tons. 

Ft.  In. 

85  3 

11    6 

168 

Twin  screw 
vertical 

*8.0 

*1,200 

triple    ex- 

pan  aion.| 

BOAT. 


88  6 

H    0 

3    0 

31 

Single  screw 
vertical. 


18.22 


TORPEDO  BOAT. 


Contract  price 
of  liuU  and 
machinery. 


Date  of  act 
authorizing 
the  building. 


Contract 
8i<;cned. 


Contract 

date  of 

completion. 


Date  of  first 
cummiasiuu. 


150,  000 


Mar.    3, 


Mar.  13, 1S95    Jun623,189G    Aug.  7,1897    Mar.  13, 1896 


BOAT. 


II  25,  000 

J  Also  single  screw  operated  by  storage  cells  to  supply  an  electric  raocor  to  propel  the  vessel  when 
completely  tjubraerged  at  a  speed  of  8  knots  for  6  hours. 
&Iiidicated  horsepower  for  ^5  knots  in  light  condition. 
0  Limit  of  cost. 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPAINYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  the  United 
lEON  AND  WOODEN 


Built. 

Name. 

Condition  or  service. 

Big. 

When. 

"Where. 

By  whom. 

IRON. 

Alert 

1873-1875 

Cheater,  Pa 

Baltimore,  Md  . . . 

Pacific  Station 

Bark 

Monocacy 

1863 

A.  &  ^T.  Denmead 
ct  Son. 

Asiatic  Squadron. . . 

Schooner  .. 

1844 

Erie,  Pa 

"United  States 

Sp'o'l  service,  North- 
■westem  Lakes. 

Schooner  .. 

Pinta 

1865 

Chester,  Pa 

Reany,  Son  &  Arch- 
bold. 

Naval  Militia,  San 
Diego,  Cal. 

Schooner  . . 

Eaoger 

WOODEN. 

1873-1876 

"Wilmington,  Del. 

Harlan  &  HoUinga- 
■worth. 

In  ordinary,  Mare 
Island,  Cal. 

Barkentine. 

Adams 

1874-1876 

Boston,  Mass 

"United  States  and 
Donald  Mackay. 

Training  service 

Bark 

Alliance 

1873-1876 

Norfolk,  Ya, 

"United  States 

Training  service 

Bark 

iCnterprise 

1873-1876 

E:ittery,Me 

John  \V.  Griffith  and 
"United  States. 

Publicmarineschool, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Bark 

Essex 

1874-1876 

Kittery  and  Bos- 
ton. 

United   States  and 
Donald  Mackay. 

Training  service 

Bark 

Fern 

1871 

NewTorlE,N.Y. 

Delamater  &  Stack. 

Naval   Militia, 
Washington,  D.C. 

Two-masted 
schooner. 

Hartford 

1858 

Boston,  Mass 

"United  States 

Rebuilding,     Mare 
Island,  Cal. 

Bark 

Lancaster 

1858 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

United  States 

North  AtlauticFleet. 

Ship 

Mohican 

1872-1883 

Mare  Island,  Cal. 

United  States 

Pacific  Station 

Bark 
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STEAM  VESSELS. 


DimeDsions. 


6 

n 

bo 

s 

g 

CB 

|2i 

Tons. 

Tons. 

593.04 

348.67 

491.  59 

230. 05 

355. 46 

201.08 

882.  27 

713.  31 

663.  37 



542.  48 

320. 81 

1,  838. 40 

1,612.12 

2,  :19.  64 

1,  802.  07 

671. 20 

o 


Secondary. 


Comple- 
ment. 


It.In. 
175  0 

255  0 

163  3 
137  0 
175  0 


185  0 
185  0 

185  0 

160  0 
225  0 

235  8 
216  0 


'Ft.In.  Ft.In. 


32  0 

85  0 

27  IJ 

26  0 

32  0 

35  0 

35  0 

35  0 

35  0 

28  0 

44  0 

46  0 

37  0 

Tons 
1,020 


'2IX"S.B 

,1  60-pdr.  B.  L.E. 


li  VIII"  S.  B  . . . 
l2  60-pdr.  B.  L.  K 


9  0 
10  0 
12  0 


14  3 
li  3 

14  3 

11  K 

15  2 

19  2 


685 

550 

1,020 

1,375 

1,375 
1,375 

1,375 

840 
2,790 

3,250 
1,900 


365 
310 


800 
800 

800 

3O0 
2,000 

1,009 


10.5 
8.5 


9.98 
11.4 


212-pdr.S.B.htz. 
6  4"  E.  F.  guna . . 

6  4"R.  F.  guns.. 


64"R.r.G.... 
1  3"  B.  L.  H  . . .  - 


O-prtr 

37"""  

Gatling 

3"B.L.H.. 
12-pdr.S.B.ht2 
37.n,nH.E.  C.. 
47">"'H.E.C.. 

Gatlings 

6-pdr.R.F....l 
l.pdr.E.F....V 

Gatlinga J 

Colt \ 

3-pdr.E.F..../ 
6pdr.E.F....) 
field  gan... 
Colt  macb.gunj 


r4  6-pdr.  E.  F . . 

Itieldgun 

[l  Colt  macb.gunj 
'4  6-pdr.E.F.G--\ 
,21-pdr.K.F.G../ 
1  3-pdrE.F... 


64"R.F.G.... 

3  6-pdr.  E.  F  . . . 

13.5"E.F.G... 

;10  5"E.F.G.... 
\2  5"B.L.E.. 


•8IX"S.B 

.160-pdr.B.  L.E. 


6-pdr.  E.F.... 
1-pdr.  E.F.... 
3-pdr.E.F.... 

Colts 

3-pdr.E.F 

1-pdr.  E.F.... 

6-pdr.  R.F 

S-pdr.  R.F 

Colts 

6pdr.  R.  F 

Ipdr.E.F  ... 
3-pdr.E.F.... 

Colts 

6-pdr.  R.F 

37»"'H.E.  C  .- 

CoUs 

3-pdr.  E.  F  . . . . 


Tons. 
100 


t224 

*]25 
*111 
*146 


'159 
•130 


SO 
•286 


128 


77 
127 


160 
160 


45 

212 


•  Anthracite. 


f  Bituminous. 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  of  the  Uvited 
WOODEN  SAIL- 


Built. 

Name. 

Condition  or  service. 

Kig. 

■When. 

■Where. 

liy  wliom. 

Constellation  . 

1854 

Norfolk,  Va 

TTnited  States 

Stationary  training 
ship,  Newport, 
R.I. 

Ship 

Jamestown  . . . 

1845 

Norfolk,  Va 

United  States 

Transferred  to  Ma- 
rine   Hospital 
Service. 

Ship 

Monongahela . 

1862 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

United  States 

Practice  ship,  An- 
napolis, Md. 

Ship 

Portsmouth  .. 

1843 

Kittery,Me 

United  States 

JFor  use   of   naval 
militia.  New  Jer- 

Ship 

Saratoga 

1843 

Kittery,Me 

United  States 

Public    marine 
school,    Philadel. 
phia.  Pa. 

Ship 

St.  Mary's 

1844 

■Waahington,D.C. 

United  States 

Public  marin  e 
school.      New 
York,  N.  Y. 

Ship 

STEEL,  IKON,  AND 


Built. 

•a 
•a 

1 
a 

Condition  or 
service. 

Eig. 

Dimensions. 

4i 
g 
i 
§ 

1 

(5 

Name. 

■Where. 

By  whom. 

II 

k 

1 
5 

c3 

■s 

d 

a 

Fortune . . . 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston..,-.. 
Chester,  Pa . 

James  Tetlow- 

City  Point 

Iron  Works. 

James  Tetlow. 

City  Point 
Iron  ■Works. 

Eeany,  Son  & 
Arch  bold. 

Purchased 

James  Tetlow. 

D.  McCarthy  - 

John  H.  Dia- 
logue. 
Government  - . 

City  Point 

Iron  "Works. 

Government.. 

Government . . 
Government . . 

Iron  . 

Steel - 

Iron  . 

Steel. 

Iron  - 

■Wood 

Iron  . 

■Wood 

Steel. 

Steel. 

Steel. 

Steel. 

Steel. 
Steel. 

To  be  repaired 
atNorfolk,  Va. 

Yard  tug,  Bos- 
ton, Mass . 

North  Atlantic 
Fleet. 

Yard  tug.  New 
york,N.Y. 

Navy-Yard,New 
york.N.Y.  - 

Navy-yard,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

Naval  Academy, 

Annapolis,  Md. 

Navy. yard, 
New  ■York. 

Yard  tug,  ■Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Yard  tug.  Mare 
Island. 

Yard  tug,  Nor- 
folk. 

Key  ■West,  Fla. 

Building 

Building 

Schooner 

Ft.  In 
137  0 

92  6 
137  0 

92  6 
137  0 

85  8 
137  0 
106  0 

96  9 
110  0 

92  6 

92  6 

92  6 
92  U 

Ft.  In 
26    0 

20  118 

26    0 

20  llg 

26    0 

18  10 

26    0 

29    4 

20    9 

25    0 

20  llj 

21  0 

21    1 
21     1 

Ft.  In 
9  fl 

8  0 

9  6 
8  0 

8  6 

7  0 

9  6 
9  0 
9  0 

10  0 

8  0 

8  9 

8  9 
8  9 

Tons 
460 

192.4 

450 

192.4 

357 

187 

450 

280 

212 

345 

192.4 

225 

225 
225 

Leyden 

Schooner 

Nina 

Schooner 

Standish.-. 

Traffic 

Triton 

Boston 

South  Brook- 
lyn, N.  T. 

Camd  e  n, 
N..T. 

Mare  Island, 
Cal. 

Boston 

Norfolk,  Va. 

New  York.. 
Mare  Island, 
Cal. 

Schooner 

Derrick 
mast. 

Unadilla... 

Schooner 

Samoset . . . 

Penacook . . 
Pawtucket 

Schooner 
Schooner 
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States  Nax^y — Contiiiuecl. 
ING  VESSELS. 


Bimensiona. 

-4 
g 

1 
& 

IS 

s 

a 

1 

'    0} 

5 

Jiatteries. 

Comple- 
ment. 

if 

1 
B 

g 

1 

Main. 

Secondary. 

1 

1 

Ft.  In. 
176  0 

163  6 

223  0 
153  0 

147  6 

150  0 

Ft.  In. 
42    0 

36    0 

38    0 
38    3 

36  1 

37  6 

Ft.  In. 
20    0 

16    0 

16    6 
16    6 

16    0 

15    6 

Tons. 
1,186 

1,150 

2,100 
1,125 

1,025 

1,025 

Tons. 
1,  235. 54 

888.  23 

960. 45 
846.  30 

757. 72 

766. 84 

Tons. 
1,  235.  54 

888.  23 

960. 45 
846.  30 

757.  72 

766.  84 

8VI1I"S.  B 

(2  20-par.B.L.E... 

2  6.pdr.fleld 

23"B.L.H 

15 

173 

(2  37""n  H.R.  C... 

21 
15 

142 

/11VIII"S.  B.... 
\160-pdr.B.L.R.. 

\ 

/ 

WOODEN  STEAM  TUGS. 


1 

ei 
0 

1 
1 

o 
.a 

M 

o 
a 
M 
S 

s 

O 

§• 

V 

Oi 
O 

o 

Battery. 

III- 

o 

Date  of 
act 

author- 
iziDg 
bnUa- 
ing. 

Con- 
tract 
signed. 

Guns. 

DO 

1 
o 

t 

Keel  laid. 

i 
■§ 

d 

Con- 
tract 
date  of 
comple- 
tion. 

Tons. 
378. 18 

157.  71 

328. 18 

157  71 

Tons. 
90.44 

51.28 

90.44 

340 
300 

340 

10 

11.5 
10 
11.5 
11.12 
8.5 
10 
10 
13 
12 
11.5 
12 

Tons 
80 

1889. 

1890. 

1865 

Apr.,     1891 

1866 

Apr.,     1891 

1805 

186.'! 

1865 

1891 

1888 

Aot.29.1895 

1892. 

1891. 

$32,  438 

Mar.  2 

Dec.  20 

Mar.l2 

80 

35 
80 

32,  438 

Mar.  2 

Dec.  20 

Eeb.  11 

Dec.  20 

147 
340 

330.24 

109  23 

80 

16-pdr.E.F. 

300 
500 

45 

65 

35 

30 

30 
30 

289. 59 

157.71 

157.71 

157. 71 
157.71 

109.34 
51  28 

♦80, 000 

32,  438 

'25,  000 

*50, 000 

1894. 
July  26 

1889. 
Mar.  2 

1895. 
Mar.  2 

1897. 
Mar.  3 

1895. 
Sept.21 

1892. 
Mar.  3 

1897. 
Mar.20 

Dec.  20  '  Apr.,    1891 
Jan.  13.1895 

Dec.  20 

51.  28    450 
51.28  450 

Feb.  8,1898 
July  22, 1898 

*50,  000    Mar.  X 

"^  Appropriated. 
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PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING   THE 


TahU  of  vessels  of  the  United 
WOODEN  STEAM  VESSELS- 


Built. 

Condition  or  service. 

Rig. 

Name. 

When. 

1 
Where. 

By  whom. 

Franklin 

Iroquois 

1855-1866 
1858 

1871-1875 

1853 

1873-1879 
1867-1869 

1858-1862 
1868 

Kittery,  Me... 

New  York, 
N.Y. 

Kittery,  Me... 

"Washington, 
B.C. 

Washington, 

B.C. 
Philadelphia, 

Pa. 

Pen8aoola,Fla. 
Norfolk,  Ta... 

Dundee,  Scot- 
land. 

Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

United  States  .... 
United  States 

United  States 

EeceiTing  ship,  Nor- 
folk, Va. 

Transferred  to  Ma- 
rine Hospital  Serv- 
ice. 

Housed  over.. 
Bark      

Bark 

Minnesota 

Nipsic 

Omaha 

Pensacola 

Richmond 

Thetis 

United  States 

United  States 

United  States  .... 

United  States 

United  States 

Alex.  Stephens  & 

Sons. 
United  States 

United  States 

Naval  militia,  Mass- 
achusetts. 

Naval  station,  Puget 
Sound. 

Transferred  to  Ma- 
rine Hospital  Serv- 
ice. 

Housed  over.. 
Bark 

Bark 

Barken  tine  . .  - 
Ship 

Keceiving  ship,  navy- 
yard.League  Island, 
ta. 

Bark 

Wabash 

Yantio 

1654 
1864 

Eecelvlng  ship,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

Naval  militia,  Michi- 
gan. 

Housed  over.. 
Bark 

CAPTURED  IN  SPANISH- 


Name. 


Alvarado 

Barcelo 

Callao 

Infanta  Maria 

Teresa, 
Leyte 

Manila 

Mindanao 

Sandoval 


Type. 


Steel  gunboat 

Torpedo  boat 

Steel  gunboat 

Steel  armored  cruiser 

Iron  gunboat 

Iron  transport 

"Wooden  gunboat 

Steel  gunboat 


Rig. 


2  pole  masts  ■ 


Schooner  ... 
2  mil.  masts. 


By  whom  and  where 
built. 


2  pole  masts  . . 


Clydebank,  England... 
Normand,  Havre,  France 

Caflacaa 

Bilbao 

"Whaujpoa,  Hongkong. . . 

Leith - . 

Cartagena 

Clydebank,  England 


Condition  or 
service. 


North  Atlantic 

Fleet. 
Asiatic  Station  . 

Asiatic  Station  . 

Being  repaired.. 

Asiatic  Station  . 

Asiatic  Station  . 

Asiatic  Station  . 

North  Atlantic 
Fleet. 
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States  Navy — Continued. 
TTJS'FIT  FOR  SEA  SERVICE. 


Dimensions. 

§ 
i 

*& 
.S 

i 
1 
g 

i 

§ 

0 
m 

i 

.a 
1 

i 
1 

0 

.a 
1 

s 

Batteiriea. 

& 

0 
0 

Com- 
ple- 
ment. 

5  « 

il 

B 

1. 

3 

Main. 

Secondary. 

i 

1 
0 

a 

Ft.  In. 

l365    9 

198  10 
216    0 

264    Si 

185    0 
250    6 

230    8 
225    0 

166    0 

262    7 
180    0 

Ft.  In. 
54    3 

33  10 
37    0 

51    4 

35    0 
33    0 

44  -6 
42    6 

30    3 
51    4 
30    0 

Ft.  In. 
24    3 

15  3 

16  6 

23    0 

14    3 
10    6 

18    7 

Tons. 
5,170 

1,675 
1,900 

4,700 

1,375 
2,400 

2'o««. 
3, 172. 37 

695.28 

Tone. 

1,050 
1,202 

1,100 

1,000 

839 
953 

680 
692 

530 
950 
310 

9 
10.7 

11.25 

9.25 

10.7 
11.3 

9 
9.5 

7.55 
9.15 
8.30 

4IX"S.B--.. 
Battery  landed 

f6  9"S.  B 

h8"M.L.E... 
ll60-pdr.B.L.E 

8IX"S.B.... 
1  60-pdr.  B.  L. 

n. 

4IX" 

112.pdr.  S.B.. 

Iiowtz. 
Battery  landed 

fl3"B.L.R..l 
2  20-pdr.  B.  L. 

E. 
2  37""'H.E.C. 

1  Gatling  .... 

2  3"B.L.H.. 

2  20.pdr.B.L. 
E. 

3  12-pdr.  S.  B. 
howtz.         J 

Ions. 
*128 

tl35 

108 

IS 

mo 

2, 911. 51 

tl32 

1, 082. 56 

1,993.16 
1,384.94 

Battery  landed 
Battery  landed 

Battery  landed 

Battery  landed 
2  6-pdr.E.E.G 

2  6-pdrs.E.F-. 

•285 
t265 

300 

tl3n 

17    4i'  9!  7(10 

10 
20 

66 

18    0 
23    0 
12    2 

1,250 

4,650 

900 

153»»H.R.O. 

97 

2.917.89 

116 

Battery  landed 

131 

f  Bituminous. 


AMERICAN  WAR. 


i 
§ 
►-1 

■s 

1 

IS 

1 

1 

i 

a 

m 
m 

s 

a 

1 

Propulsion. 

S3 

-S 

0 
B 
M 

.a 

1 

1 

1    . 

13 

i 

043 
.§1 
■If 

to 

1 

P4 

!3 
00 

0 

« 

Id 
0 

1 
§• 

1 

n 

n 

pi 

3 

Ft.  In. 
109  5 

124  7 

119  1 

.P(.Jn. 

16  6 

11  0 

17  7 

Ft.  In. 

4  11 

6  11 

68 
21  6 

7  3 
13  3 

5  0 
4  11 

Ton*. 
100 

66 

208 
7,000 

151 

1,900 

83 

100 

Tons. 

TOTIS. 

Single  screw 

Single  screw 

Twin  screw 

Twin  screw 

Twin  screw 

Single  screw 

Twin  screw 

Single  screw 

19 
17 

9.7 
201 

8 

9 

8 
19 

137 
600 
250 
13,  700 
150 
750 
110 
137 

Ton*. 

Tone. 

11 
19 
32i 
1,050 
25 
204 
18 
11 

jPi.Jn. 

1 
08  5  :  16  6 

92  2 
109  5 

17  10 
15  5 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Tabic  of  vessels  of  the  United 
CAPTURED  IN  SPANISH- 


Name. 


Alvarado  

Barcelo 

Callao 

Infanta  Maria  Teresa 

Leyte 

Manila 

Mindanao 

Sandoval 


Batteri(  s. 


1  57"™ 

.1  37""" 

2mach.,25°"" 

1  Hontoria,  3".5 

IHontoria,  2".75-.. 

2  Nordenfelt,  I!™'"  . 

'^211''  Hontoria 

1 10  5".5  Hontoria  . . . 

8  37""n  Hotchkiss  . . 
2 1 1"™  Nordenfelt.. 
.2  2".75  bronze 

1  Hontoria,  3". 5 , . . . 
IHontoria,  2". 75... 
2Nordenfelt,  U™™. 

2  bronze  guns 

I  bronze  riiie,  4".8  . 

Iniach.,!!""" 

IS?""" 


37" 


Torpedo 

tubes. 


"WOODEN  SAILING  YHSSELS 


Built. 

Condition  or  service. 

Rig. 

Name. 

When. 

Where. 

By  whom. 

Constjtafcion.. 
Dale 

1797 

1839 
1837 
1818 
1828 
1818 

Boston,  Mass.. 

Philadelphia, 

Pa. 
Boston,  Mass.. 

Kittery,  Me... 

Washington, 

B.C. 
Boston,Mass.. 

United  States 

United  States 

United  States 

United  States 

United  States 

United  States 

In  ordinary,  Boston, 
Mass.  Centennial, 
Oct.  21,  1897. 

Naval  militia,  Balti- 
more, Md. 

Receiving  ship.  Mare 
Island,  Cal. 

Naval  militia,  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

Naval  militia,  Phila^ 
delphia.  Pa. 

Eeoeiving  ship,  New 
York,  N.Y. 

Housed  over.. 

Housed  over. . 
Housed  over. . 
Ship 

Independence. 

New    Hamp- 
shire. 
St.  Louis 

Vermont 

Housed  over.  - 
Housed  over.. 
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states  Navy — Contiuuetl. 
A.MERICAN  WAR. 


Armor. 

Protective 
deck. 

Comple- 
uieut. 

Keel  laid. 

Launched. 

Date  of  cap- 
ture. 

1 

i 

B 

1 
1 

«3 

Date  of  first 

conimiB.sion 

in  U.  S.  Navy. 

Inches. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

in. 

33 
18 
35 

497 

35 

77 
35 

33 

1895 
1886 

1888 
1890 

1887 

1883 
1S71 

1895 

1 

Aug.  13, 1898 
July    2, 1898 

10  to  12 

9.8 

2 

July  20,1898 

-UNFIT  FOB  SEA  SBKVICE. 


Dimensions. 

4i 

£ 
"ft 

to 

B 

6 

Sf 

PI 

1 

GO 
O 

5 

1 

q 

n 

Zi 

Batteries. 

§2 

II 
11 

.3S. 

1 

£ 

i 

<D 

3 

Main. 

Secondary. 

Ft.  In. 
175    U 

117    7 
189    0 
196    3 
126    6 
196    3 

M.  In. 

45    0 

33  10 
51    0 
53    0 
32    8 
63    0 

Ft.   In. 

20  0 

14  9 

21  6 
25    6 

15  6 
25     6 

Tons. 
2,  2U0 

675 
3,270 
4,150 

830 
4,150 

Tons. 

Tons. 

4  32-pdr.  S.  B 

1  12.pdr.  S.  B.  howtz. 

1, 891.  26 

1,  891.  26 

3  20-pdr.S.B 

2  20-pdr.  B.  L.  E  .. 

1 12-pdr.  S.  B.  (heavy.) 

112pdr.  S.B.H  .- 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Tatle  of  vessels  in 
MERCHANT  VESSELS  CONVERTED 


IName. 

Material. 

Eig. 

Built. 

When. 

Where.                 |             By  whom. 

Badger 

Steel.... 

Schooner  . . . 

1889 
1893 

1893 

1  1888 
1  1889 

1889 
1890 
lSi)5 
1895 

1   1888 
1889 
1892 

J892 

Buflalo 

Steel.... 
Steel.... 

Iron 

Iron 

Steel.... 
Steel.... 
Steel.... 

Iron 

Iron 

Schooner  . . . 

Three-mast- 
ed schoon- 
er. 

Schooner  . . . 

Schooner  . . . 

Schooner  . . . 

Schooner  . . . 

Three-mast- 
ed schoon* 
er. 

Four-mast- 
ed schoon. 
er. 

Schooner  - . . 

j      &  D.  D.  Co. 

Newport  News,  Va Newport  News  S.  B. 

&D.D.CO. 

JGlasgow,  Scotland J.  &  G.  Thompson 

Philadelphia,  Pa '  Wm.  Cramp  &Sons.. 

Philadelphia,  Pa Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons 

Philadelphia  Pa             '  Wm.  P.m.TYm  ,t.  Smia 

Harvard 

St.  Paul 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

JGlasgow,  Scotland 

Newiiort  News,  Va 

Newport  News,  Va 

Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons  .. 

J.  &  G.  Thompson 

Newport  News  S.  B. 
&D.D.CO. 

Newport  News  S.  B. 
&  D.  D.  Co. 

Xalo 

Name. 

Type  of  engine. 

Speed  in 
knots. 

Indicated 
horse- 
power. 

Bunker 
capacity. 

Single  screw  vertical  inverted  triple  expan- 
sion. 

16 

14.5 

16 
21.8 

13 

}        14.5 
22 
22 

21.8 

}        14.5 

}    - 

3,200 

3,600 

3,800 
20,  600 

Tons. 
836 

1,000 

1,371 
2,656 

475 

1,000 
2,677 
2,677 
2,656 
1,000 
1,371 

Buffalo    ..... 

Dixie         

/Single  screw  vertical  inverted  triple  expan- 
\    sion. 

3,800 
20,000 
20,  000 

20, 600 

3,800 

3,800 

St  Paul 

Twin  screw  quadruple  expansion 

Yale             

/Single  screw  vertical  inverted  triple  expan- 
l    sion. 

/Single  screw  vertical  inverted  triple  expan- 
\    sion. 
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auxHiary  Navy. 

DfTO  AUXILIAET  CKUISEES. 


Condition  or  service. 


Nortli  Atlantic  Meet, 
Unassigned 

Eastern  Squadron 

Military  transport . . . 

North  Atlantic  Pleet. 
North  Atlantic  Fleet 

Special 

Special 

Military  transport  - . 

Eastern  Squadron  — 

Eastern  Squadrou 


Length. 


Ft.  In. 
326  6 
380    6 


527  6 

310  0 

390  6 

635  6 

535  6 

527  6 

•380  6 

389  2 


Breadth. 


Ft.  In. 
42  0 
48    0 

48    0 


40  0 
46  10 
63  0 
63    0 

63    2 

48    0 


Mean 
draft. 


Ft.  In. 
18  6 
22    0 


23  0 

18  2J 

22  0 
25  0 
25  0 

23  0 
22  0 


Displace- 
ment. 


Tons. 
4,784 


13,  000 

4,260 
6,872 

14,  910 
14, 910 

13, 000 


G-ross 
tonnage. 


Tone. 
3,496 


4,  664. 88 


10,  669 

2,843 
4,522 
11, 629 

11,  629 

10,  669 
4,659 


4,659 


Net 
tonnage. 


Tuns. 
2,  332 
2,001 

2, 905. 48 


5,559 

2,037 
3,021 
5,894 
5. 894 

5,469 

2,901 


^  Between  perpendiculars. 


Main. 


Secondary. 


Complement. 


Officers.       Men 


First  com- 
mission in 
TJ.  S.  Navy. 


i5"K.F.  G 


r2  5"E.r.  G.. 
!\4  4"E.F.  G-. 

10  6"E.F.  G. 

8  5"E.F.  G.. 

6  5"E.F.  G.. 
,24"E.F.  G.., 


10  6"E.F.  G. 
45"E.F.  G... 
6  5"E.F.  G-.. 


8  5"E.F.  G.. 
10  5"E.F.  G. 
10  5"E.F.  G. 


Ab.  98- 


6  3-pdr  . 


2  6«"»  Colt . . . 
66.pdr 

rae-pdr 

l2Colt 

86-pdr 

f63-pdr 

IColt 

ll 3"  field  .... 
rSe-pdr.E.F. 
l2Colt 

8  6-pdr 

r6-pdr 

l6  3-pdr 

r43-pdr 

[46-pdr 

•6  6-pdr 

,2  Colt 

•6  6-pdr 

,2  Colt 


-77 


}  - 

}  25 

}  ^^ 

}  - 


Apr.  22, 1898 


167 
381 

185 
267 


Apr.  19,1898 


357 
381 
267 
267 


Apr.  22,1898 
Apr.  14,1898 

Apr.  20,1898 


Apr.  14,1898 
Apr.  13,1898 
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PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  in  auxil 
CONVEETBD 


Kame. 

Material. 

Eig. 

Bnilt. 

When. 

Where. 

By  whom. 

Alleen 

Steel 

Steel 

Steel 

Steel 

Steel 

Schooner  ... 
Schooner  . . . 
Schooner  - . . 
Schooner  . . . 

Schooner  . . . 

Schooner  . . . 
Schooner  ... 
Schooner  . . . 
Schooner . . . 
Schooner  . . . 
Schooner  ... 
Schooner  . . . 

Schooner  . . . 
Schooner  ... 
Schooner . . . 
Brlgantine  . 
Schooner . . . 
Schooner . . . 
Schooner . . . 
Schooner . . . 
Schooner . . . 
Schooner  ... 
Schooner . . . 
Schooner  . . . 
Schooner . . . 
Schooner . . . 
Schooner  . . . 
Schooner . . . 

1896 
1888 
1897 
1890 

1889 

1896 
1895 
1892 
1891 
1891 
1895 
1890 

1895 
1896 
1898 
1896 
1896 
1887 
1896 
1887 
1897 
1880 
1898 
1882 
1883 
1896 
1898 
1893 

Buccaneer 

Eichard  Keogh 

Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons. . . 
Harlan    &   HoUings- 

worth. 
Harlan   &   Hollings- 

wortt. 
Union  Dry  Dock  Co. . . 

Dorothea 

Eagle 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Wilmington,  Del 

Wilmington,  Del 

Buffalo  N  Y 

Elfrida  .    .  . 

Free  Lance 

Steel 

Steel 

Steel 

Steel 

Steel 

Steel 

Composite 
Composite 

Wood 

Steel 

Wood 

Iron 

Steel 

Steel 

Steel 

Iron 

Steel 

Iron 

Iron 

Steel 

Steel 

Steel 

Elizabethport,  N.  J 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Paisley,  Scotland 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Wilmington,  Del 

Nyack  on  Hudson,  W.Y 
Nyack  on  Hudson,  N.T 
South  Boston,  Mass. ... 
Clydebank,  Scotland... 
Bath,  Me 

Frolic 

Globe  Iron  Works 

^eafie  &  Levy 

Fleming  &  Ferguson . . 
Wm.  Cramp  &Bons.. . 
Harlan    &  HoUings- 

worth. 
Chas.  L.  Seabury  &  Co 
Chas.  L.  Seabury  &  Co 
George  Lawley  &  Sons 

J.  and  G.  Thompson. . . 

Bath  Iron  Works 

Houston  &  Woodbridge 

John  N.  Kobins 

Atlantic  Works 

Hawthorn  &  Co 

Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons... 

Gloucester 

Hist     .  .. 

Hornet 

Huntress 

Kanawha 

Mayflower 

Kestlesa 

South  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. . 

East  Boston,  Mass 

Leith,  Scotland 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Chester  Pa 

Shearwater 

Sylph 

Sylvia 

Glasgow,  Scotland 

Chester,  Pa 

Elizabethport,  N.  J 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Leith,  Scotland 

A.Stephen  &  Sons 

Viking 

Wasp 

Wm.  Cramp  <k  Sons... 
Eamage  &  Ferguson.. 

Xankton 
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iary  navy — Continued. 
YACHTS. 


Condition  or  service. 


Len^b. 


Breadth. 


Mean  draft. 


Auxiliary  Naval  Force. 
Unassigned 

North  Atlantic  Fleet. . . 
North  Atlantic  Fleet. . . 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force. 

In  ordinary,  New  York. 
Auxiliary  Naval  Force. 
North  Atlantic  Fleet. . . 
North  Atlantic  Fleet. . . 
North  Atlantic  Fleet. . . 
North  AtlanticFleet. . . 
North  Atlantic  Fleet. . . 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force 
TJnassigned 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force 
North  Atlantic  Fleet .. 
North  Atlantic  Fleet . . 
Auxiliary  Naval  Force 
North  Atlantic  Fleet  . . 

North  Atlantic  Fleet . . 
North  Atlantic  Fleet . . 

Special  tiervice 

North  Atlantic  Fleet  . . 
North  Atlantic  Fleet .- 
North  Atlantic  Fleet . . 
North  Atlantic  Fleet . . 
North  Atlantic  Fleet . . 


Ft.  In. 
120  0 
•116  0 
182  4 
155    6 


102    0 


*130 
*109 
*165 
*204 
*145 
174 


*97  0 

*114  0 

96  6 

*275  0 

•ilO  11 

'  13  0 

llO  6 

-108  0 

•123  0 

•173  6 

«123  8 

*130  0 

-J22  0 

*18z  3 

•180  0 

•185  0 


Fl.  In. 
20  0 
20    0 

23  4} 

24  0 

18    0 


17 
20 
25 
27 
22 
23 
24 

16 
18 
16 
36 
18 
16 
28 
18 
19 
23 
20 
18 
21 
28 
23 
27 


Fl.  In. 

8  0 

9  3J 
11  6i 

11  6 

9  6 

7  0 

8  6 

10  3J 

12  0 

11  8 

9  10 
11  0 


7 
7 
7 

17 
7 
7 

11 
7 

11 


10  0 
8  6 
12    8 

12  0 

13  10 


*  On  water  line. 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  in  auxil 
CONVBETED 


Ifame. 

Displace- 
ment. 

Groas 
tonnage. 

Net  ton- 
nage. 

Type  of  engine. 

Speed  in 
knots. 

Tons. 
192 

Tons. 
161.33 
169.  92 
433. 18 

364.75 

122.64 
144.  36 
132.  52 

357.21 

561 

270 

312 

301.  89 
85 

126.  93 
94 
1,800 

118. 90 

104.87 

627. 60 
109.01 
102 

247.40 

172 

136.  08 

141.38 
545.59 
380 
541.45 

Tons. 
71.17 
79.96 

252. 30 

213.99 

68.35 
95.45 
90.12 

190.  01 

260 

99 

170 

195.  89 
55 

86.32 
53 
1,009 

39.85 
62.44 

426.77 
55.02 
66 

123.70 

100 

56.72 

71.39 
369. 11 
190 
272.  01 

Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion. . 

14 

594 

434 

*173 
136 
197 

607 

786 

375 

472 

425 
81.76 

*175 

Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion . . 

/Single  screw  vertical  inverted  triple 
I    expansion. 

15 

}      15.5 

10.5 

20 

16.5 

}      " 

}      17 

14.5 
14.5 

}      - 
14 

14 
14 
16.8 

}      - 
12 
\      17.85 

Eagle...' 

Elfrida 

Free  Lance 

Frolic 

Single  screw  direct  acting  triple  ex- 
pansion. 
/Single  screw  vertical  inverted  triple 
I    expansion. 

fSiugle  screw  vertical  inverted  triple 
\    expansion. 

Two  engines  quadruple  expansion 

Single  screw  vertical  compound 

/Single  screw  vertical  inverted  triple 
\    expansion. 

Single  screw  vertical  inverted  triple 
expansion. 

Gloucester 

Hawk    

Hist. 

Single  screw  triple  expansion 

2,690 

150 

137 
850 

Twin  screw  triple  expansion 

/Single  screw  vertical  inverted  triple 
\    expansion. 

Restless 

/Twin  screw  vertical  inverted  triple 
\    expansion. 

♦315 

"546 

152 

*302 

21« 

806 

630 

*975 

Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion. 
Single  screw  compound 

13 

14 

15 

9 

11.75 
16 

16.5 
14 

Sylph 

Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion. 

Sylvia 

Single  screw  vertical  compound 

Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion. 
Single  screw  inverted  triple  expansion . 
Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion - 

Vixen            -  -    - 

■\\rasp           

•Estimated. 
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iary  navy — Continued. 
XACHTS— Continued. 


Indicated 
liorse- 
power. 


Bunker 
capacity. 


Battery. 


Complement. 


Officers.       Men. 


First  commis- 
sion in  XJ.  S. 
Navy. 


Tons. 
45 


fl  S-pdr. , 
26""'... 
l2  1.pdr. 


May  14,1898 


1,558 

1850 

t200 

1,035 

800 

550 

2,000 

1,000 

t500 

t800 


420 
1,250 
1,800 

750 


23 
18 
22 

100 

120 

70 

60 


20 

400 

25 

4,700 

584 

350 

20 

t500 

16 

2,800 

200 

45 

50 

550 

47 

60 

40 
190 
108 
170 


r4  6pdr 

23-pdr 

l41-pdr 

r4  6-pdr 

L2  Colts 

237'"'" 

2  1-pdr 

2  Gatlings  . 


•2  3-pdr 

.2  47™E.C- 

46-pdr 

4  3-pdr 

.2  Colts 

2  6-pdr , 

21-pdr 

.2  Colts 

13-pdr 

41-pdr 

IColt 

3  6-pdr 

21pdr 

2  6""  Colts - 
2  37'»"E.C- 
2  Colts 


13-pdr 

31-pdr 

2  6""  Colts 

11-pdr 

1  Gatling 

2  5"E.F.G... 

12  6-pdr 

2  6""  Colts 

fl6-pdr 

Ul-pdr 

Il6"»  Gatling. 

f6  6-pdr 

12  6™  Colts.... 

/6  6-pdr 

12  6""  Colts 

33-pdr 

flS-pdr 

131-pdr 

fT14-pdr 

^26-pdr 

l21-pdr 

'6  6-pdr 

23-pdr 

33-pdr 

11-pdr 

2  8"'"  Colts 

13-pdr 

3  6™  Colts 

46-pdr , 

4  1-pdr 

46-pdr 

2  Colts , 

6  3pdr 

2Colts 


Jane    1, 1898 

Mar.  26,1898 

June  30, 1898 
June  22, 1898 
May  11,1898 

July    6, 1898 

May  20.1899 

April  5,1898 

May  13,1898 

April  12, 1898 
July     1, 1898 

July  26,1898 
Aug.    1,1898 


Apr.  30,1898 

May  14,1898 
Apr.  11,1898 


June  24, 1898 
June  30, 1898 


June  29, 1898 

May  11,1898 
Apr.  11,1898 
Apr.  11,1898 
May  16,1898 


t  Nominal  horsepower. 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 

Table  of  vessels  in  Auxiliary 
CONVERTED 


Name. 


Material. 


Hig. 


Built. 


When. 


By  "whoin. 


Accomac 

Active — 
Alice 

Apache . . . 


Cheyenne... 
Chickaaaw  ■ 
Choctaw 

Hercules  ... 


Iroquois... 
Massasoit  . 
Modoc 


Mohawk 

Nezinscot... 

Osceola 

Pawnee 

Piscataqua  . 


Pontiac 

Potomac . . . 
Powhatan  . 
Seminole... 

Sioux 

Takoma.... 

Tecumseh  . 

Uncas 


Vigilant 

"Waban 

Wompatuok . 


Iron  . 


Steel  - 
"Wood. 

Wood. 


Wood. 
Iron .  - 
Iron . . 
Iron , . 


Steel. . 

Steel.. 
Steel.. 
Wood. 


Light-signal 
mast. 

One  mast 
and  one 
derrick. 

Two  masts 
and  der- 
rick. 


Steel  ... 
Steel  ... 
Iron 


Schooner  . 


Steel..., 


Steel 

Steel.... 
Iron 


Schooner  . 


Two      pole 


Schooner  . 


Schooner  . 


Steel. 

Steel.... 
Steel... 


Iron . . . 
Iron . . . 


Schooner  . 
Schooner  . 
Schooner  . 
Schooner  . 


1888 
1893 


1885 
1882 
1892 
1888 

1892 
1898 
1890 

1893 
1897 
1896 
1896 

1897 

1891 
1897 
1892 
1879 
1892 


1896 

1893 

1883 
1880 
1896 


Newport  News,  Va 

San  Prancisco,  Cal 

Tompkins  Cove,  N.  Y. 

Tottenville,  N.  T 


New^port  News 
S  hipbuiluiug  and 
Dry  Dock  Co. 

Union  Iron  Works. .  - 


A.  C.  Brown. 


Charleston,  S.  C. 

Camden,  N.J 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Camden,  N.J 


San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Camden,  N.  J , 


Newburg,  N.  Y 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Tompkins  Cove,  Long 

Island. 
West  Bay  City,  Mich. . 

Athens,  K.  Y. 


West  Bay  City,  Mich. 

Baltimore,  Md , 

Baltimore,  Md 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Camden,  N.J 


Camden,  N.  J. 
Camden,  N.  J. 


Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Wilmington,  Del,, 


Neafie  &  Levy 

John  H.  Dialogue  & 

Son. 

Union  Iron  Works 

Neafie  &  Levy 

John  H.  Dialogue  &. 

Son. 
T.S. Marvel  &  Co..... 

Neafie  &  Levy 

Charles  Hillman 

Eoderwald  &  Co 


P.  W.  Wheeler  &  Co. 


Peter  McGiehan 

F.W.  Wheeler  &  Co.. 
Maryland  Steel  Co.... 

R.  M.  Spedden 

Neafie  &  Levy 

John  H.  Dialogue  & 

Son. 
John  H.  Dialogue  &, 

Son. 
John  H.  Dialogue  & 

Son. 
Wm.  Cramp  &.  Sous . . . 


Harlan    &.    HoUings- 
worth. 
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Navy — Continued. 
TUGS. 


•Condition  or  service. 


Key  West,  Fla 

North  Atlantic  Fleet- . . 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force. 
Auxiliary  Naval  Force 
Auxiliary  Naval  Force. 
Key 'West,  Fla 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Key  West,  Fla 

Key  West,  Fla! '.'.'.'.'.'..'. 
North  Atlantic  Fleet . . 

North  Atlantic  Fleet . . 

New  York,  N.Y 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force 
Auxiliary  Naval  Force 

TTnasaigned 

Key  West,  Fla 

Auxiliary  Naval  Force 

North  Atlantic  Fleet  - . 

North  Atlantic  Fleet  -  - 

San  Francisco,  Cal —  . 
Auxiliary  Naval  Force. 
North  Atlantic  Fleet . . 


Length. 


Ft. 
90 


100 
101 


96 

77 
91 
101 

145 
'87 
*96 

*104 
185 
125 
112 

1143 

124 

tl32 

tlO) 

102 

t84 


107 
85 
117 


Breadth. 


Ft. 
19 


22 
25 


23 
18 
21 
20 

26 
19 
20 


27 
28 
21 
20 
19 
21 

21 

25 

21 
17 
25 


In. 

0 


24  0 

19  0 

26  3 

27  3 


Mean 
draft. 


Ft.       In. 
9         0 


10         8 
8  0 


9 

8 
10 
9 


14 

7 


12 
10 


9  3 

12  0 

9  2 

'12 


*  On  water  line. 


t  Between  perpendiculars. 
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PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  of  vessels  in  Auxiliary 
CONVETEBD 


Name, 


Accomac  . 


Active.. 
Alice  ... 
Apache . 


CheyeDne . . 
Chickasaw. 

Choctaw . . . 


Hercules  . 


Iroquois . . 

Masaasoit. 

Modoc 

Mohawk., 

Nezincsot. 


Osceola . 


Pawnee 

Piscataqua  . 


Pontiac. 
Potomac  - 


Powhatan  . 
Seminole... 

Sioux 

Takoma  ... 
Tecumseh  . 


XTncas  . 


Vigilant 

"Waban 

Wompatuck . 


Displace- 
ment. 


Tons. 
187 

296 
35B 
650 


198 


202,  45 
240,76 
420 


275 
631 


401 
677 


155 

'm 

441 

300 


462 


Gross 
tonnage. 


Tons. 
130, 16 

174 

154,  78 

298,3 

144, 91 
70,02 


150.  7 
184.09 
160.  87 


151.  78 
428 


238,  25 
500 


156 
122, 79 


130 
149,  55 


85,50 
323,  52 


Net 
tonnage. 


Tons. 
65,08 

87 

87,11 

160.6 

76,17 
35,01 


200 


75.35 
92.08 


83,27 


103,  27 
320 

137, 48 
277 

78 

61,40 

55,69 

65 
95,19 


42,75 
181,88 


Type  of  engine. 


Single  screw   vertical  quadruple  ex. 
pansion. 

Single  screw  double  acting  compound. 

Single  screw  vertical  compound 

Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion 


Vertical  compound 

Single  screw  vertical  compound. 

Single  screw  compound 


Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion. 


Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion. 


Single  screw  vertical  compound 

Single  screw  vertical  compound 

Single  screw  surface  condensing  com. 

pound. 
Single  screw  vertical  inverted  com. 

pound. 

Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion.. 


Single  screw  compound 

Single  screw  inverted   direct  acting 
surface  condensing  triple  expansion. 


Single  screw  vertical  compound 

Single  screw  inverted  direct  acting 

surface  condensing  triple  expansion. 

Single  screw  triple  expansion 


Single  screw  compound 

Single  screw  vertical  compound 

Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion. 
Single  screw  vertical  inverted  triple 
expansion. 

Single  screw  triple  expansion 


Single  screw  compound. 


Twin  screw  vertical  triple  expansion. 


Speed  in 
knots 


10 

12 
10 

10 

11 

10 


10 

}  ^^ 


10 
14 

10,5 

18 

13 


10 
12 

}      " 
12 

12 
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Navy — Continued. 
TUGS— Continued. 


Indicated 
liorse- 
power, 


600 
250 
550 


Bunker 
capacity. 


Tom. 
36 


15 
120 


Battery. 


1  6pdr  R. F  . 
,16"»>  Colt.... 
IGatling  ... 

2  3"B.L.E., 
,2  37"™E.  C-.. 
2  6-pdr  R.  F., 

;24"R.F 

2  3pdrR.F.. 
l2Gatling.... 


Complement. 


Officers.       Men, 


First  com- 
missiou  in 

U.  S.  Navy. 


Apr.    2, 1898 

July  6, 1898 
Apr.  6, 1898 
June  11, 1898 


400 
400 


*250 
1,600 

425 

2,000 


"500 
»750 


20 
70 

40 

205 

34 
40 
32 


16 
300 


57 


46 
30 
40 


130 


1  3"  B.  L.  E  . 
13-pdrR.  F. 
1 1-pdr  R.  F  . 
,137"">R.C.. 

■13.pdr 

11-pdrR.F. 
[137°""R.C.. 
;4  3"B.L.R. 
1  Gatling  . . . 
[2  37'»"R.C.. 
11-pdr 


6-pdr 

Colt 

6-pdr 

Gatling  . 


9-pdr 

37"«"R.C 

6-pdr , 

1-pdr 

6-pdr 

1-pdr 

3-pdr 

37"" 

3-pdr 

6"»Colt 

6-pdr 

Colt 

6-pdr 

1-pdr 

Gatling 

37"»R.C 

Gatling 

3-  "  .B.L.R. 

Gatling 

47"»R.C 

3-  "  .B.L.R. 

3-pdr 

Gatling 


Apr.  19,1898 


July    6, 1898 
June  21, 1898 


Apr.  23,1898 
Apr.     2, 1898 


Apr.  27,1898 
June  18, 1898 

Apr.     2, 1898 

Apr.     5, 1898 


July  23, 1898 
Apr.  9, 1898 


Apr.  6, 1898 

Apr.  6, 1898 

Apr.  6, 1898 

Apr.  6, 1898 


*  Nominal  horsepower. 
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Table  of  vessels  in  Auxiliary 
STBAMBES  COITVEKTED 


Name. 


Material. 


Big. 


Buflt. 


When. 


"Where. 


By  whom. 


Abarenda. . 
Alexander. 

Bmtua 

C»sar 

Caaaiua 


Hannibal . 
Hector 


Justin  - 


Lebanon.. 
Leonidas  . 


Marcellus . 
Nanshan.. 


Nero 

Pompey- 
Saturn... 
Scindia . . 


Scipio 

Southery  . 


Sterling.. 


Steel. . 
Steel. . 
Steel. . 
Steel.. 
Steel.. 

Steel. . 


Steel... 

Iron  ... 
Steel... 

Iron  .  _ . 
Steel. . . 

Steel... 

Steel... 

Iron  . . . 

Steel.. - 

Steel. . . 
Iron 

Iron  — 


Schooner. . . 
Schooner. . . 
Schooner. . . 
Schooner. .. 
3  -  m  a  a  t  eel 
acbooner. 
Schooner... 
Schooner. . . 

Schooner 

Schooner... 
Schooner... 

Schooner 


Schooner 

Schooner 

Schooner 

Schooner 

Schooner 

Schooner 

Schooner 


1892 
1894 
1894 
1896 
1883 

1898 
1883 

1891 

1894 
1898 

1879 
1896 

1896 

1897 

1890 

1890 

1882 
1889 


Newcaatle,  England  . . . 

Stookton.on-Tees 

South  Shields,  Ii)ri<^iand 

Stocliton-on-Tees 

Hamburg 


Sunderland,  England . , 
Newcaatle,  England  . . . 

Middleboro-on  -Tees, 
England. 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Sunderland,  England . . 

Sunderland,  England . . 
G-rangemouth,    Scot- 
land. 
Sunderland,  England . . 

Sunderland,  England  . . 

"Wilmington,  Delaware. 

G-laagow,  Scotland 


Edwards  S.  B.Co 

Kichardaon  Duck  &  Co 
J.  Eeadhead  &  Sona . . . 

Eopner  &  Son 

Eeiherstieg  Ship  Yard 


J.Blumer  &  Co 

"Wigham,  Kichardson 

&Co. 
E.Dixon  &.Co 


Dumbarton,  Scotland . . 
Sunderland,  England . . 

Port  Glasgow,  Scotland. 


"Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons  - . 
S.  P.  Austin  &  Son, 

Limited. 

Mounaey  &  Foster 

Grangemouth    Dock- 

yard  Company. 
XL.  Thompson  &  Son, 

Limited. 
S.  P.  Austin  &  Son, 

Limited. 
Harlan    &    Holliugs- 

worth. 

D.  and  "W".  Henderson 
&Co. 

"Wm.  Denny  &  Bros. . . 

E.  Thompson  Sons  & 
Co. 

Duncan  &  Co 


Name. 


Displace, 
ment. 


Gross 
tonnage. 


Net 
tonnage. 


Type  of  engine. 


Speed  in 
knots. 


Abarenda.. 
Alexander . 

Brutus  

Csasar 


Cassins . . . 
Hannibal . 

Hector 

Justin 

Lebanon . . 
Leonidas  . 
Marcellus. . 


Nanshan.. 

Nero 

Pompey... 
Saturn  — 
Scindia . . . 

Scipio 

Southery  . 
Sterling. . . 


Tons. 
4,670 
6,181 


5,016 
"4,'29i' 


3,300 
"4,"242' 


3,086 
6,220 
7,500 
6,864 
3,100 
6,663 


Tons. 
3,125 
3,250 
3,077 

2,738 

3,458 
1,785 
2,792 
2,206 
1,486 
1,802 
1,960 

2,200 
2,925 
1,282 
2,268 
4,534 
3,266 
2,068 
2,016 


Tons. 
2,009 
2,091 
1,992 

1,738 

2,182 
1,116 
1,892 
1,419 
1,157 
1,123 
1,227 

1,344 
1,045 
786 
1,817 
2,953 
2,046 
1,347 
1,482 


Single  screw  vertieal  triple  expansion. 
Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion. 
Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion. 

Single  screw  triple  expansion 


9 
10 

10 


Single  screw  triple  expansion  . 


Single  screw  vertical  compound 

Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion . 

Single  screw  triple  expansion 

Single  screw  compound  inverted  ver- 
tical. 


10 
10 
8.6 
10 
13 
11 


Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion. 

Single  screw  triple  expansion 

Single  screw  triple  expansion -. . . 

Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion. 

Single  acrew  compound 

Single  acrew  vertical  triple  expansion . 
Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion . 


10 
10 
12.5 
12 
14.6 
9 
11 
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Navy — Continued. 
INTO  COLLIERS. 


Condition  or  service. 


Length. 


Breadth. 


Mean  draft. 


Eastern  Squadron — 

Eastern  Squadron 

Asiatic  Squadron 

Korth  Atlantic  Fleet 
Eastern  Squadron 

North  Atlantic  Fleet. 
Special  service 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 
North  Atlantic  Fleet 

Asiatic  Squadron 

Asiatic  Squadron 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

Eastern  Squadron ... 

Special  service 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 


Ft:  In. 

314,  0 

330  0 

321  6 

310  0 

351  li 

264  6 

330  2i 


1249  0 
261  6 


282  6 
285  0 


312 
234 
275 
375 


383  0 
t288  0 


Ft.  In. 

42  0 

43  0 
41  5 

44  0 
43  0 


38  3} 

39  0 

36  0 
39  2i 

35  10 

39  1 

41  0 

33  6 
40 

46  2 

40  0 
38  93 

37  0 


Ft.  In. 

22  8 

23  1 
23  3 
19  6 
26  0 

17  8 

22  0 

19  6 

17  9 

17  8 


15  10 

22  0 
24  6 

23  6 
18  3 


Indicated 
horse- 
power. 


Bunter 
capacity. 


Cargo 
capacity 
for  coal. 


Battery. 


Complement. 


Officers.       Men, 


First  commis- 
sion in  United 
States  Navy. 


1,050 
1,026 
1,200 

1,600 


1,100 


1,000 
1,200 


Tons. 
827 
800 
747 

381 


550 
750 
167 
250 
560 
210 


Ions. 
3,843 
4,200 


2,897 


2,600 
2,900 
1,800 


3-pdr  . 
3-pdr  . 
e-pdr. 
3-pdr  . 
l.pdr  - 
B.C.. 
D.  S-. 
6pdr  . 
6-pdr  . 
6-pdr  . 
3-pdr  . 
6-pdr. 


1,000 


1,500 
3,000 
2,422 


J  926 


238 
391 
450 
834 
380 
460 


4,550 


4  3-inch  B.L.E. 

26-pdr 

26-pdr 

26-pdr 


300 


2  e.pdr  . 


May  20, 1898. 
June],  1898. 
May  27, 1898. 

May  13, 1898. 
June  6, 1898. 
June  7,  1898. 
June  30, 1898 
Apr.  27, 1898 
Apr.  16, 1898 
May  21,1898 


June  8,1898 
May  26,1898 
Apr.  11, 1898 
May  21,1898 

Apr.  30,1898 
Apr.  16,1898 


"On  water  line. 


t  Between  perpendiculars. 


1  Estimated. 
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Table  of  vessels  in 
SPECIAL 


Name. 


rial. 


Type. 


Rig. 


Built. 


Where. 


By  whom. 


Arctic 

Arethusa . 
Celtic 


City  of  Pekin., 
Culgoa , 

East  Boston ... 


Glacier 

GoverDor  Russell. 


Iria 

Niagara  . 
Peoria . . . 


Rainbow. 


Resolute . 
Solace  . . . 


Supply  . 
Vulcan  . 
Zafiro  -. 


Steel.. 
Steel.. 

Iron  .. 
Steel.. 
"Wood. 

Steel.. 
"Wood. 

Steel.. 
Iron . . 
Steel.. 

Steel. . 

Steel.. 
Steel.. 

Iron  . . 

Iron  . , 

Steel.. 


Iceboat 

Tank  steamer. 
Supply  ship... 


Schooner  . . . 


Transport  . 


Schooner  . 


Ferryboat  con^ 
verted  into 
an  xiliary 
gunboat. 

Refrigerator 
ship. 

Ferryboat  con- 
verted into 
auxiliary 
gunboat. 

Distilling  ship 

Distilling  ship 

Pilot  boatcon- 
verted  into 
an  xiliary 
gunboat. 

Distilling  ship 

Transport 

Ambulance 

ship. 
Supply  ship  .. 

Repair  ship... 

Supply  ship  . . 


Ship. 


Brigantine. 
Schooner  . . 
Schooner  . . 

Schooner  .. 

Schooner  .. 
Schooner . . 

Brig 

Schooner  .. 


1873 
1893 
1891 

1874 
1890 
1892 

1891 
1898 

1885 
1877 
1897 


1894 
1896 

1873 

1885 

1884 


Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Stockton 

Belfast,  Ireland. 

Chester,  Pa 


Sunderland,  Eng- 
land. 

East     Boston, 
Mass. 


Sunderland,  Eng' 

land. 
East    Boston, 

Mass. 


Newcastle,  Eng- 
land. 
Chester,  Pa 


PhiIadelphia,Pa. 


Sunderland,  Eng- 
land. 
Chester,  Pa 

Newport  News, 

Va. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


"Wood,  Dialogue 

&Co. 
Craig,  Taylor  & 

Co. 
Workman,  Clark 

&   Co.,    Lim- 
ited. 
John  Roach  &, 

Son. 
J".  L.  Thompson 

&Son. 
Atlantic  Works 

and    W.  Mc- 

Kee. 

J.  L.  Thompson 

&Son. 
Atlantic  Works 

and    W.  Mc- 

Kee. 

A.Leslie  &  Co.. 

John  Roach   & 

Son. 
Neafie  tfc  Levy . . 


Jan^  Laing 


Philadelphi  a,  Pa . 

Aberdeen,  Scot- 
land. 


John  Roach 

Newport  News 
S.B.&D.D.Co 

Wra.  Cramp  & 
Sons. 

American  Ship- 
building Co. 

Hall  Russell  & 
Co. 


Name. 


Displace- 
ment. 


Gros.s 
tonnage. 


Net 
tonnage. 


Type  of  engine. 


Speed  in 

knots. 


Arctic 

Arethusa 

Celtic 

City  of  Pekin. 

Culgoa 

East  Boston  . . 


Tons. 
1,  357. 74 


6,428 


631 


Glacier 

Governor  Russell.. 

Iris 

Niagara 

Peoria 


Rainbow . 
Resolute. 
Solace 


Supply  . 
Vulcan . 
Zafiro... 


t6, 100 
5,221 

487.  & 

6,206 
4,175 
4,700 

4,460 
3,530 


Tons. 
936. 66 

3,319 

3,738 
5,080 
3,325 

732 

4,154 

713 

2,716 
2, 265. 28 


2,985 
2, 898.  28 
3,801 

3,341 
2,729 
1,062 


Tons. 

655.  66 

2,132 
2,429 
3,129 
2,135 

606 

2,667 

485 

1,  747.  43 
1, 667. 60 

161 

1,935 
2,126 
2,632 

2,568 

1,909 

675 


Horizontal  direct  acting. 


Single  screw  triple  expansion  . . . 
Single  screw  vertical  compound . 


10 
14 


Compound 

Single  screw  triple  expansion  . . . 

Double  compound 

Single  screw  compound  vertical . 
Single  screw  vertical  compound.. 

Vertical  compound 


9.5 
12.5 


12 


Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion. 
Single  screw  vertical  triple  expansion 
Single  screw  vertical  inverted  triple 

expansion. 
Single  screw  inverted  triple  expansion . 
Single  screw  compound 


12 
16 
15 


*  On  water  line. 


f  Between  perpendiculars. 
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auxiliary  Navy — Continued. 
CLASS. 


Condition  or  service. 


Length. 


Breadth. 


Mean  draft. 


Unassigned- 


North  Atlantic  Fleet . 
Asiatic  Squadron 


North  Atlantic  Meet  . 


TJnassigned 

North  Atlantic  Fleet  - 

North  Atlantic  Fleet . 
North  Atlantic  Fleet . 
North  Atlantic  Fleet  . 


Unasaigned 

North  Atlantic  Fleet . 
North  Atlantic  Fleet  - 

North  Atlantic  Fleet  . 

North  Atlantic  Fleet . 

Asiatic  Squadron 


Ft.  In. 

*198  6 

332  0 

374  3 

423  0 

335  0 

163  0 

353  6 

157  0 

310  0 

t274  0 

•130  0 


Ft.  In. 

33  3 

42  2 
44  0 

48  0 

43  U 
57  0 

46  IJ 


Ft.  In. 
12      0 


1307 
368 

342 

265 

213 


67 

0 

38 

G 

38 

0 

25 

0 

41 

1 

40 
44 

0 
0 

43 

0 

40 

0 

31 

9i 

9  4J 

24  0 

19  6 

10  6 


18 
17 


20 
17 


Indicated 
horse- 
power. 


Bunker 
capacity. 


Battery. 


Complement. 


Officers.       Men. 


Date  first 
commission 

in  United 
States  Navy. 


Tons. 
243 


(leo-pdr 

l2  47°"»E.C. 


July    9, 1898 


1,130 
2,458 


2  3-pdr. 


May  27,1898 


1,300 
§  1, 600 


1,800 
'3,'200 
1,069 


150 

1,075 

150 

480 
512 


916 
165 
800 


■2  3"B.L.K. 

,2  3pdr 

3  3"  B.  L.  E  . 
rl  3"B.  L.E. 
\i  3-pdr 


2  6-pdr 

;4  3-pdr.  H. 
'2  37"'"  H.. 
[iColt 


2  6-pdr. 


2  3"  B.  L.E. 
2  6-pdr 


73 
110 


July     5, 1898 

July     5, 1898 

June  24, 1898 

Aug.  1,1898 
Apr.  16,1898 

May  15,1898 

July  18,1898 
May  11,1898 
Apr.  14,1898 


184 


May  22,1898 


;  Estimated. 


§  Nominal  horsepower. 
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Table  of  vessels  in  Auxiliary  Navy. 
EEVENTTE  CTJTTEES. 


Name. 

Displace- 
ment. 

Material. 

Indicated 
horse- 
-power. 

Propul- 
sion. 

,  Guns. 

Station. 

Algonqnin 

S2 
62 

North  Atlantic  Fleet. 

Calumet 

174 

;424 

407 

906 
250 
174 
980 
1,280 
1346 
397 

!534 

1695 

525 

370 

Do. 

PaiJiflc  Station. 
'  Do. 

Grant  

Single 
screw. 
do 

Gresham 

Steel 

North  Atlantic  Fleet. 

do  . . . 

al 
63 
as 

Do. 

Hudson 

Steel.... 

Comp... 

do 

524. 67 
2,000 

....do... 

....do... 

do 

Do. 

Do. 

McCullooli 

Morrill 

do 

Single 
screw. 

a2 

Do. 

do  ... 

Eush 

Do. 

Steei.... 
Wood... 

SOD 

Single 
screw. 

al 
hi 

Do. 

LIGHT-HOUSE  TENDERS. 


Armeria... 
Mangrove  . 

Maple 

Suwanee... 


:  1, 600 

1620 

1700 

1 2, 186 


62 
62 
(t2 
ai 


North  Atlantic  Fleet. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


FISH  COMMISSION  VESSELS. 

Fish  Hawk I 

North  Atlantic  Fleet 

a  Secondary-battery  ^ns. 


&  Main-battery  guns. 


\  Estimated. 


SUMMARY  SHOWING  THE   NUMBER  0¥  VESSELS  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 

EEGULAR  NAVY. 

FIEST-CLASS   BATTLE    SHIPS 12 

SECOND-CLASS   BATTLE    SHIP 1 

ARMORED   CRUISERS 2 

ARMORED   RAM 1 

DOUBLE-TURRETED   MONITORS 6 

STEEL   SINGLE-TURRET  MONITORS 4 

IRON   SINGLE-TURRET   MONITORS 13 

PROTECTED   CRUISERS .  13 

PROTECTED   CRUISERS   SHEATHED    WITH   WOOD 2 

UNPROTECTED    CRUISERS 3 

GUNBOATS -  - - 9 

LIGHT-DRAFT   GUNBOATS 3 

COMPOSITE   GUNBOATS 6 

TRAINING  SHIP    (nAVAL   ACADEMy)  .     -  . .  1 

SPECIAL   CLASS 2 
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TORPEDO-BOAT    DESTROYERS 16 

STEEL    TORPEDO  BOATS 35 

SUBMARINE   TORPEDO  BOAT - 1 

WOOD   TORPEDO   BOAT 1 

CAPTURED    IN   SPANISH-AMERICAN   WAR   . 8 

IRON    CRUISING   VESSELS 5 

WOODEN    CRUISING   VESSELS 8 

SAILING   VESSELS      - 6 

TUGS - - 14 

WOODEN    STEAM   VESSELS   UNFIT   FOR    SEA   SERVICE .  .     11 

WOODEN    SAILING    VESSELS   UNFIT    FOR    SEA    SERVICE 6 


TOTAL   NUMBER    OF    VESSELS    IN   REGULAR   NAVY..  189 
AUXILIARY  NAVY. 

MERCHANT   VESSELS   CONVERTED    INTO   AUXILIARY   CRUISERS.  11 

CONVERTED    YACHTS .  -  - 28 

CONVERTED    TUGS 27 

STEAMERS   CONVERTED    INTO    COI,LIERS 19 

SPECIAL    CLASS - 17 

REVENUE   CUTTERS -  15 

LIGHT-HOUSE   TENDERS - 4 

UNITED    STATES   FISH    COMMISSION 2 


TOTAL   NUMBER    OF   VESSELS   IN   AUXILIARY   NAVY...     123 
GRAND    TOTAL - 312 


WORK  ON  VESSELS  UNDER  CONSTRUCTION. 
[Extracts  from  Reports  of  Naval  Constructors.] 

XT.  S.  S.  Kearsarge. — This  vessel  was  launched  March  24,  1898,  and  work  on  her  is 
progressing  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Her  stem,  stem  casting,  rudder  post,  rudder, 
stern  framing,  and  keelson  plates,  transverse  framing  below  protective  deck,  trans- 
verse framing  between  armor  shelf,  protective  deck,  and  main  deck,  bow  plates,  out- 
side plating  below  protective  deck,  outside  plating  between  armor  shelf,  protective 
deck,  and  main  deck,  upper-deck  beams,  main-deck  beams,  berth-deck  beams,  pro- 
tective-deck beams,  platform-deck  beams,  splinter-deck  beams,  upper-deck  stringer 
plates,  upper-deck  tie  plates,  main-deck  plating,  main-deck  stringer  angles,  berth- 
deck  stringer  angles  and  staple  angles,  protective-deck  stringer  angles  and  staple 
angles,  splinter-deck  stringer  angles  and  staple  angles,  platform-deck  stringer  angles 
and  staple  angles,  longitudinal  bulkheads,  manhole  frames,  stanchions,  upper-deck 
waterway  angles,  water  tanks,  metal  work  of  docking  keels,  bilge  keels,  engine  and 
other  foundations,  shaft-tube  and  strut  castings,  fire  main,  steering-engine  seatings, 
main  drain,  splinter  bulkheads,  steering  gear,  rudder-foundation  casting,  windlass 
and  engine,  capstan  foundations,  anchor  beds,  warping  and  towing  bitt  foundations, 
mooring  staples,  and  foundations  for  bower  anchor  chain  stoppers  are  completed. 

Armor  plates  for  the  side,  belt,  protective  deck,  bulkheads,  casemates,  super- 
structure, barbettes,  and  turrets  have  been  received  and  are  being  fitted  in  place. 

The  hammock  berthings,  plating  behind  side  armor,  riveting  of  main-deck  plating, 
anglebarstohatches,rivetingofberth-deckplating,  protective-deck  plating,  splinter- 
deck  plating,  platforjn-deck  plating,  riveting  of  manhole  frames,  transverse  bulk- 
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heads,  riveting  of  bulkhead  frames,  riveting  of  longitudinal  bulkheads,  riveting  of 
stanchions  other  than  those  below  protective  deck,  cofferdams,  hatch  coamings  and 
covers,  fitting  of  fire  main,  conning-tovrer  foundation,  windlass  house,  and  coal  chutes 
are  well  advanced. 

While  the  large  amount  of  work  yet  to  be  done  renders  it  impossible  to  exactly 
estimate  the  time  of  completion  of  this  vessel,  it  is  thought  possible  to  have  the  con- 
tractor's trial  in  May,  1899,  and  that  the  vessel  can  be  completed  by  August,  1899, 
provided  no  delay  occurs  in  the  delivery  of  ordnance  material  for  the  turrets.  It  is 
estimated  that  on  the  30th  of  June  last  the  vessel  was  61.4  per  cent  completed. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Kentucky. — This  vessel  was  launched  March  24,  1898,  and  work  on  her  is 
progressing  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Her  stem,  stern  casting,  rudder-post  casting, 
rudder,  stern-framing  and  keelson  plates,  transverse  framing  below  protective  deck, 
transverse  framing  between  armor  shelf,  protective  deck,  and  main  deck,  bow  plates, 
outside  plating  below  protective  deck,  outside  plating  between  armor  shelf,  pro- 
tective deck,  and  main  deck,  upper-deck  beams,  main-deck  beams,  berth-deck 
beams,  protective-deckbeams,  splinter-deck  beams,  platform-deck  beams,  skid  beams, 
upper-deck  stringer  plates,  upper-deck  tie  plates,  plates  over  splinter  bulkheads  and 
about  hatches,  masts,  and  coal  chutes,  angles  to  hatches  on  upper  deck,  upper-deck 
stringer  angles,  main-deck  plating,  main-deck  stringer  angles,  berth-deck  plating, 
berth-deck  stringer  angles  and  staple  angles,  protective-deck  stringer  angles  and 
staple  angles,  splinter-deck  stringer  angles  and  staple  angles,  platform-deck  stringer 
angles  and  staple  angles,  water-tight  manhole  frames,  bulkhead  frames,  longitudinal 
bulkheads  below  protective  deck,  longitudinal  coal-bunker  bulkheads  between  berth 
and  main  decks,  stanchions,  upper-deck  waterway  angles,  fresh-water  tanks,  metal 
work  of  docking  keels,  bilge  keels,  engine  and  other  foundations,  shaft  tube  and 
strut  castings,  steering-engine  seatings,  main  drain,  fire  main,  splinter  bulkheads, 
steering  gear,  rudder-foundation  casting,  windlass  and  windlass  engine,  capstan 
foundations,  anchor  beds,  warping  and  towing  bitt  foundations,  mooring  staples, 
and  foundations  for  bower  anchor  chain  stoppers  are  completed. 

Armor  plates  for  the  side,  belt,  protective  deck,  bulkheads,  casemates,  superstruc- 
ture, barbettes,  and  turrets  have  been  received  and  are  being  fitted  in  place. 

The  hammock  berthings,  plating  behind  side  armor,  riveting  of  main-deck  plating, 
riveting  of  angle  bars  to  hatches,  riveting  of  berth-deck  plating,  protective-deck 
plating,  splinter-deck  plating,  platform-deck  plating,  riveting  of  manhole  frames, 
transverse  bulkheads,  riveting  of  bulkhead  frames,  riveting  of  longitudinal  bulkheads, 
fitting  and  riveting  of  stanchions  other  than  those  below  protective  deck,  cofferdams, 
hatch  coamings  and  covers,  fitting  of  fire  main,  conning-tower  foundation,  windlass 
house,  and  coal  chutes  are  well  advanced. 

While  the  large  amount  of  work  yet  to  be  done  renders  it  impossible  to  exactly 
estimate  the  time  of  completion  of  this  vessel,  it  is  thought  possible  to  have  the  con- 
tractors' trial  in  May,  1899,  an<l  that  the  vessel  can  be  completed  by  August,  1899, 
provided  no  delay  occurs  in  the  delivery  of  ordnance  material  for  the  turrets.  It  is 
estimated  that  on  the  30th  of  June  last  this  vessel  was  61.1  per  cent  completed. 

U.  S.  S.  Illinois. — This  vessel  is  practically  ready  for  launching.  The  framing  and 
plating  behind  side  belt  and  side  casemate  armor  is  completed.  That  of  the  super- 
structure and  barbette  armor  is  well  advanced  and  can  be  completed  with  dispatch. 
Her  flat  keel,  vertical  keel,  stem  and  stern  castings,  rudder  post,  transverse  framing 
below  protective  deck,  framing  behind  side  belt  and  casemate  armor,  framing  behind 
12-inch  diagonal  armor,  outside  plating  below  protective  deck,  splinter-deck  beams 
and  platform-deck  beams,  flat  keelson,  inner  bottom  plating,  longitudinals,  metal 
work  of  docking  keels,  bilge  keels,  shaft  tubes,  steering  gear,  and  windlass  are 
completed. 

Her  framing  abaft  the  armor  belt,  outside  plating  above  protective  deck,  upper- 
deck  beams,  berth-deck  beams,  protective-deck  beams,  upper-deck  stringer  plates, 
main-deck  plating,  berth-deck  plating,  protective-deck  plating,  splinter-deck  plat- 
ing, platform-deck  plating,  transverse  bulkheads,  water-tight  doors,  longitudinal 
bulkheads,  boiler  saddles,  condenser  engine  and  other  foundations,  cofferdam,  and 
hatches  are  well  advanced. 

The  vessel  has  been  ready  to  receive  her  side  armor  since  February  18, 1898.  Plans 
for  the  armor  were  forwarded  to  the  armor  contractors  July  1,  1898,  and  they  are 
allowed  nine  months  for  the  delivery  of  armor  from  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  the 
plans.  While  the  large  amount  of  work  to  be  done,  coupled  with  the  delay  in  the 
delivery  of  the  armor,  renders  it  impossible  to  make  an  exact  estimate  as  to  the  time 
of  the  completion  of  this  vessel,  it  is  thought  to  he  possible  to  have  the  contractors' 
trial  in  January,  1900,  and  to  complete  the  vessel  by  April  1,  1900,  provided  the 
armor  is  delivered  within  nine  months  after  the  receipt  of  the  plans  by  the  armor 
contractors.  It  is  estimated  that  the  vessel  on  the  30th  of  June  last  was  48.7  per 
cent  completed. 

U.  S.  S.  A  Idbama. — The  first  keel  plate  of  this  vessel  was  laid  December  2,  1896. 
She  was  launched  May  18,  1898.    During  the  past  year  her  flat  and  vertical  keels, 
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transverse  framing  and  outside  platinfj,  inner  bottom,  longitudinals,  i\imor  shelf, 
framing  behind  side  armor,  bow  framing,  transverse  bulkheads,  decks,  splinter 
bulkheads,  foundations  for  steering  gear  and  main  engines,  condensers,  pumps, 
anchors  and  windlass,  chain  lockers,  docking  and  bilge  keels,  shaft  struts,  stern 
tubes  and  rudder,  diagonal  armor  and  backing,  fitting  drains  and  sounding  pipes 
have  been  brought  to  completion. 

Her  longitudinal  bulkheads  above  and  below  the  protective  deck,  deck  stanchions, 
foundations  for  boilers,  dynamo,  water  tanks,  hammock  berthings,  engine  and  fire 
room  hatches,  coaling  and  other  trunks,  framing  and  plating  behind  barbette  armor, 
13-inch  turrets,  deck  planking,  armor  gratings,  windlass  and  engine,  fitting  of  water- 
tight doors,  hatches  and  mauhole  covers,  warping  and  towing  bitts  and  chocks, 
mooring  staples  and  hawse  pipes,  fire  main,  scuppers,  painting  and  cementing,  etc., 
have  been  brought  to  varying  degrees  of  completion. 

It  is  estimated  that  on  the  30tli  of  June  last  the  vessel  was  60  per  cent  completed. 
The  contractors'  trial,  final  completion,  and  delivery  of  the  vessel  to  the  Govern- 
ment will  depend  entirely  upon  the  delivery  of  the  armor  and  armament,  and  the 
ship  should  be  ready  for  final  delivery  to  the  Government  within  two  months  after 
the  receipt  of  the  armor  and  armament  at  the  shipbuilding  yard. 

U.  S.  S.  Wisconsin. — Daring  the  past  year  2,444  tons  of  material  were  worked  into 
the  hull  of  this  vessel,  making  a  total,  up  to  June  30  last,  of  3,026  tons. 

Her  flat  keel  plates,  vertical  keel,  stem  (transverse  framing  as  follows:  within 
double  bottom,  above  double  bottom  and  below  armor  shelf,  throughout  magazine 
space,  behind  armor  throughout  machinery  and  boiler  spaces,  behind  the  diagonal 
armor),  platform-deck  beams,  splinter-deck  beams,  magazine-flat-deck  beams,  maga- 
zine-flat-deck plating,  flat  keelson  plates,  inner  bottom,  longitudinals,  and  seating 
for  steering  arrangements  are  completed. 

Her  stern  and  rudder  post,  rudder,  transverse  framing  before  and  abaft  the  double 
bottom,  below  the  armor  shelf,  transverse  framing  behind  main  armor  belt  before 
and  abaft  machinery  spaces,  transverse  framing  abaft  tlje  armor  belt,  outside  plating, 
upper-deck  beams,  main-deck  beams,  berth-deck  beams,  protective-deck  beams,  half 
beams  and  carlings,  main-deck  plating,  berth-deck  plating,  protective-deck  plating 
amidships,  protective-deck  plating  at  ends  of  ship,  splinter-deck  plating,  armor 
gratings,  platform  and  hold  plating,  transverse  bulkheads,  water-tight  doors,  longi- 
tudinal bulkheads,  magazines,  docking  keels,  bilge  keels,  engine,  boiler  and  shaft 
bearers,  cofferdams,  shaft  tubes  and  struts,  trimming  tanks,  chain  lockers,  hatch 
coamings,  diagonal  armor,  armor  for  turrets  and  barbettes  for  13-inch  guns,  steering 
arrangements,  deck  pipes,  hawse  pipes,  warping  chocks,  warping  and  towing  bitts, 
coaling  scuttles  and  chutes,  manhole  scuttles,  and  bow  stoppers  are  partially  com- 
pleted. 

The  last  of  the  four  12-inch  diagonal  armor  plates  was  received  on  January  24, 1898, 
and  is  now  ready  for  fitting  in  place. 

If  there  are  no  unforeseen  delays  this  vessel  will  probably  be  ready  for  final  deliv- 
ery to  the  Government  by  September  19,  1899.  It  is  estimated  that  on  June  30  last 
the  vessel  was  40  per  cent  completed. 

U.  S.  8.  Albany. — This  vessel,  purchased  from  the  Brazilian  Government  at  the 
time  the  New  Orleans  was  purchased,  is  now  being  completed  at  the  works  of  Sir 
William  G.  Armstrong,  Mitchell  &  Co.,  Newcastle  on  Tyne,  England.  On  the  30th 
of  June  last  the  framing  and  plating  had  been  well  advanced  and  the  work  of 
sheathing  the  bottom  had  been  begun.  The  work  upon  the  top  side  plating,  deck 
plating,  etc.,  was  well  in  hand.  The  total  weight  of  material  worked  into  the  vessel 
at  that  date  amounted  to  about  1,300  tons. 

U.  S.  S.  Chesapeake. — The  greater  portion  of  the  material  for  the  construction  of 
the  hull  of  this  vessel  has  been  received  at  the  building  yard.  The  ship  has  been 
laid  down  on  the  mold-loft  floor,  the  keel  blocks  laid,  and  several  of  the  construction 
drawings  completed. 

U.  S.  torpedo  boat  JSowan. — The  keel  of  this  vessel  was  laid  on  the  22d  of  June, 
1896,  and  the  vessel  launched  April  8,  1898.  Her  flat  and  vertical  keels,  keelson, 
stem,  rudder,  shaft  tubes  and  struts,  transverse  framing,  main  deck,  forecastle  deck, 
outside  plating,  bulkheads,  stanchions,  hatches,  coamings  and  covers,  doors,  water 
tanks,  conning  towers,  deck  fittings,  interior  fittings,  platforms,  furniture,  ladders, 
boats,  cooperage,  and  miscellaneous  fittings  have  been  completed.  The  laving  of 
linoleum,  painting,  and  the  completion  of  the  ship's  outfit,  and  a  few  interior  fit- 
tings are  well  on  toward  completion.  The  vessel  is  at  present  about  99  per  cent 
completed,  and  should  be  ready  for  her  official  trip  as  soon  as  the  proper  crew  can 
be  obtained.  .    . 

U.  S.  torpedo  boat  Ddhlgren. — Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  the 
material  for  the  construction  of  this  vessel,  and  the  work  has  been  delayed  accord- 
ingly. Her  stem,  sternpost,  shaft  ^brackets  and  tubes,  keel,  frames,  bulkheads, 
keelsons,  deck  beams,  deck  plating,  shell  plating,  conning  tower,  water  tanks, 
hatches,  engine  and  boiler  foundations,  and  stem  tubes  have  been  completed.    The 
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riveting  of  deck,  hatch  coamings  and  covers,  doors,  rudder  and  tillers,  conning  tower, 
painting,  and  drainage  system  are  well  advanced  toward  completion.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  vessel  is  80  per  cent  completed,  and  that  she  will  he  ready  lor  the 
contractors'  trial  hy  Octoher  1,  1898,  and  for  final  delivery  to  the  Government 
Novemher  15,  1898. 

U.  S.  torpedo  boat  T.  A.  M.  Craven. — Some  difficulty  has  heen  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing the  material  for  the  construction  of  this  vessel,  and  the  work  has  been  accordingly 
delayed.  Her  stem,  stern  post,  frames,  bulkheads,  deck  beams,  conning  tower,  water 
tanks,  and  a  portion  of  the  fittings  have  been  completed.  The  galley,  hatch  covers, 
doors,  rudder,  windlass  and  steering  gear,  drainage  system,  and  the  general  fittings 
are  partially  completed.  It  is  estimated  that  on  the  30th  of  June,  1898,  the  vessel 
was  60  per  cent  completed,  and  that  she  should  be  ready  for  contractors'  trial  by 
November  1,  1898,  and  for  final  delivery  December  15,  1898. 

U.  S.  torpedo  boat  Farragut. — Workuponthis  vessel  has  proceeded  very  satisfactorily 
during  the  past  year.  On  June  30, 1898,  her  flat  keel  plates,  vertical  keel,  stem,  stuff- 
ing box  and  rudder  bearing,  rudder,  shaft  tubes  and  struts,  transverse  framing,  main, 
turtle-back,  and  windlass  deck  beams;  windlass  and  turtle-back  deck  plating,  out- 
side plating,  keelsons,  fore  and  aft  bulkheads,  engine,  boiler  and  shaft  bearers,  boats, 
and  cooperage  were  completed.  The  berth-deck  beams,  cabin-deck  beams,  deck 
plating,  galvanizing,  stanchions,  hatches  and  skylights,  water-tight  doors,  conning 
towers,  woodwork,  steering  apparatus,  water  tanks,  platforms  and  gratings,  furni- 
ture, warping  chocks,  electric-light  plant,  and  cleaning  and  painting  have  been 
partially  completed.  It  is  estimated  that  the  vessel  is  88  per  cent  completed,  and  if 
there  are  no  unforeseen  delays  she  will  probably  be  ready  for  her  official  trial  by 
July  25,  1898,  and  ready  for  delivery  to  the  Government  by  August  6,  1898. 

Note. — This  vessel  was  damaged  on  contractors'  trials  and  is  now  undergoing 
repairs. 

U.  S.  torpedo  boat  Davis. — The  keel  of  this  vessel  was  laid  March  2,  1897,  and  she 
was  launched  June  4, 1898.  Her  keel  plate,  stem,  stern  post,  rudder,  outside  plating, 
transverse  bulkheads,  deck  beams,  longitudinal  bulkheads  and  sliding  doors,  boiler 
foundations,  coaling  scuttles  and  manholes,  shalt  tubes  and  struts,  water  tanks, 
towing  and  warping  bitts,  and  deck  plating  have  been  completed  The  riveting  of 
deck  plating,  engine  foundations,  conning  towers,  hatchways,  doors,  stanchions, 
steering  gear,  windlass,  drainage  system,  joiner  work,  furniture,  boat,  and  paiuting 
and  cementing  are  well  advanced  toward  completion.  It  is  estimated  that  this 
vessel  on  June  30  last  was  94  per  cent  completed,  and  that  she  will  be  ready  for  trial 
August  22,  1898,  and  for  delivery  to  the  Government  September  22,  1898. 

tf.  S.  torpedo  boat  Fox. — The  keel  of  this  vessel  was  laid  on  March  4,  1897.  Her 
keel  plate,  stem,  stern  post,  outside  plating,  transverse  bulkheads,  deck  beams, 
longitudinal  bulkheads,  coaling  scuttles  and  manholes,  shaft  tubes  and  struts,  bowl 
chock  and  anchor  davit,  boat  davits,  towing  and  warping  bitts,  and  propeller  guards 
have  been  completed.  Her  rudder,  riveting  of  deck  plating,  engine  and  boiler  foun- 
dations, auxiliary  machinery  foundations,  conning  towers,  hatchways,  water-tight 
doors,  stanchions,  steering  gear,  windlass,  drainage  system,  water  tanks,  woodwork, 
furniture,  boat,  cooperage,  and  painting  and  ceraentmg  are  well  advanced  toward 
completion.  It  is  estimated  that  on  June  30  last  this  vessel  was  88  per  cent  com- 
pleted. It  is  expected  that  she  will  be  ready  for  trial  by  September  12,  1898,  and 
for  delivery  to  the  Government  October  12,  1898. 

U.  S.  torpedo  boat  Mackenzie. — This  vessel  was  on  June  30,  1898,  practically  com- 
pleted and  ready  for  her  official  speed  trial,  there  being  only  a  few  unimportant 
items  of  fittings,  outfit,  etc.,  to  complete.  -• 

U.  S,  torpedo  boat  Stringham. — The  keel  of  this  vessel  was  laid  in  March,  1898,  and 
on  June  30,  1898,  the  flat  and  vertical  keel,  cast  and  forged  steel  stem,  transverse 
framing,  upper-deck  beams,  turtle-back  beams,  transverse  bulkheads,  longitudinal 
bulkheads,  and  engine  and  boiler  bearers  had  been  completely  erected  and  in  large 
part  riveted.  The  lower-deck  beams  and  outside  plating  were  partially  completed. 
It  is  estimated  that  this  vessel  is  35  per  cent  completed. 

U.  S.  torpedo  boat  Goldsborougli. — The  contract  for  this  vessel  was  signed  July  30, 
1897.  The  steel  plate,  angles,  and  rivets  have  been  received.  The  structural  detail 
drawings  are  over  three  fourths  completed  and  various  important  items  of  work 
well  under  way.  It  is  estimated  that  the  vessel  is  15  per  cent  completed.  The 
contract  time  for  her  completion  expires  January  30,  1899. 

U.  S.  torpedo  boat  Bailey. — The  work  on  this  vessel  has  progressed  very  slowly  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  On  the  30th  of  June,  1898,  the  keel  had  been  laid  and  the  frames 
and  transverse  bulkheads  erected  and  riveted.  Work  upon  the  outside  plating  and 
deck  plating,  longitudinal  bulkheads,  etc.,  was  well  in  hand.  All  the  steel  material 
,  necessary  for  the  building  of  the  vessel  has  been  delivered  at  the  contractors'  yard. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  vessel  is  12  per  cent  colnpleted,  and  that  she  should  be  ready 
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for  hor  speed,  trial  on  January  10,  1899,  and  for  delivery  to  the  Government  two 
weeks  after  a  successful  trial. 

Submarme  torpedo  boat  Plunger. — The  work  on  this  vessel  has  progressed  very 
slowly  during  the  past  year.  It  is  estimated  that  on  the  30th  of  June  last  she  was 
73  per  cent  completed.  It  is  impossible  to  make  any  reliable  estimate  of  the  date  of 
her  final  completion  and  delivery  to  the  Government. 

Penacook. — On  account  of  the  slow  delivery  of  material,  work  upon  this  vessel 
was  not  begun  until  February,  1898.  On  the  30th  of  June,  1898,  the  plans,  keel, 
si  em,  sternpost,  transverse  framiug,  deck  beams,  engine  foundation,  etc.,  had  been 
completed,  and  outside  plating,  stringer  plating,  transverse  bulkheads,  deck  house, 
rudder,  general  fittings,  joiner  work,  and  painting  had  been  taken  iu  hand  and 
advanced  to  varying  degrees  of  completion.  It  is  estimated  that  the  vessel  was  on 
the  date  given  20  per  cent  completed  and  that  she  should  be  finally  completed  about 
November  1,  1898. 

Pawlucket. — On  account  of  the  slow  delivery  of  material,  work  upon  this  vessel 
was  not  begun  until  February,  1898,  and  subsequently  it  was  necessary  to  lay  aside 
the  work  upon  this  \  essel  and  to  takesome  of  the  material  whichhad  been  delivered 
for  it  for  shipment  to  the  Asiatic  fleet.  On  June  30,  1898,  the  stem,  sternpost,  keel, 
aud  frames,  transverse  bulkhead  plating,  decking  for  deck  house,  pilot  house,  steer- 
ing gear,  and  miscellaneous  fittings  had  been  taken  up  in  the  shops  and  brought  to 
varying  degrees  of  completion.  It  is  estimated  that  this  vessel  is  18  per  cent  com- 
pleted and  that  work  upon  her  should  be  finished  by  October  15,  1898. 


EEPOET  OF  CHIEF  OF  BUEEAU  OF  STEAM  ENGINEEEING. 

Department  of  the  Navt, 
Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering, 

Washington^  D.  C,  October  1,  1898. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  July  11, 1898,  the  following  annual 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  Bureau  during  the  past  year,  together 
with  the  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900,  is  respect- 
fully submitted. 

APPROPRIATION,  STEAM  MACHINERY,  1898. 

Amount  appropriated  for  fiscal  year  ending  .June  30, 1898 ;  act  approved 

March  3,  1897 $735,000.00 

Deficiency  appropriation ;  act  approved  January  28,  1898 250, 000.  00 

Deficiency  appropriation ;  act  approved  July  7,  1898 1,  245,  000.  00 

Appropriated  for  six  months  beginning  July  1, 1898;  act  approved  July 

7,  1898 4,005,000.00 

Allotment  from  national-defense  fund 430,  613.  50 

Total 6,665,613.50 

Labor  in  navy-yards  and  stations  in  repair  of  steam  ma- 
chinery, boilers,  etc.,  of  naval  vessels  fitting  for  sea 
service,  preservation  and  repair  of  tools,  handling  and 
preservation  of  materials,  stores,  etc $822,  065. 16 

Purchase  of  materials,  stores,  machine  tools,  freight,  and 
incidental  expenses 801,  910. 81 

Payments  of  labor  and  materials  furnished  and  performed 
by  private  contractors  outside  the  navy-yards  and  sta- 
tions for  repairs  of  machinery  of  20  naval  vessels,  in 
emergency 205,108.87 

Payments  for  repairs,  materials,  freight,  and  incidental 
expenses  for  ships  on  foreign  stations 93,  588.  47 

Total 1,922,673.31 

Less  repayments  by  transfers  in  adjustment  of  appropria- 
tions    619.08 

Total  expenditure 1,922,054.23 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  1 4,743,559.27 
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GENERAL   OPERATIONS   OF   THE   BTJEBATJ. 


The  extraordinary  conditions  existing  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
fiscal  year  and  practically  terminating  at  the  writing  of  this  report  con- 
densed such  a  vast  amount  of  unanticipated  work  into  its  last  few  weeks, 
and  also  into  the  short  period  thereafter  up  to  the  time  of  cessation  of 
hostilities,  as  naturally  to  make  most  prominent  this  particular  portion 
of  the  year's  history  of  the  Bureau's  labor.  Happily  terminated  with- 
out miscarriage  of  any  plans  or  failure  in  any  case  to  meet  the  unpre- 
cedented requirements,  the  special  features  of  this  experience,  as  well 
as  the  lessons  drawn  therefrom,  will  be  fittingly  placed  first  herein,  a 
reversal  of  the  usual  order  of  precedence,  warranted  by  the  unusual 
circumstances. 

The  first  obvious  effect  of  the  emergency  demands  was  to  demonstrate 
in  the  briefest  and  most  vigorous  manner  the  necessities,  facilities,  and 
deflcicDcies  of  the  various  navy-yards  and  stations  for  handling  a  vast 
amount  of  urgent  repairing  and  outfitting  work  on  fleets  of  ships,  both 
of  regular  naval  vessels  and  those  bought,  chartered,  or  transferred, 
and  transformed  from  merchant  marine  character  into  war  ships. 

While  this  has  been  a  source  of  valuable  information  to  the  Bureau 
as  to  the  requirements  with  which  a  sudden  national  emergency  must  be 
properly  met,  it  has  also  illuminated  the  policy  which  has  previously 
been  advocated  by  the  Bureau  of  placing  the  machinery  establishments 
of  the  more  southern  yards  and  stations  in  a  state  of  modern  efficiency, 
and  proved  it  to  be  a  wise  one. 

A  review  of  the  work  which  had  to  be  done  during  the  year,  and 
especially  since  the  preparation  for  war  began,  sets  forth  most  graphic- 
ally the  prudence  of  keeping  all  naval  stations  equipped  with  excellent 
tools  and  well  stocked  with  nonperishable  material  and  stores.  Equally 
necessary,  too,  is  the  proper  size  and  location  of  the  buildings  wherein 
this  work  must  be  done,  for  there  can  be  no  better  proof  of  the  vast 
increase  in  the  cost  of  repair  work  (especially  in  emergencies  which 
make  it  requisite  to  run  the  shops  night  and  day)  than  has  been  shown 
in  the  first  rush  created  by  the  demands  of  the  fleet  at  Key  West. 
Deficient  shop  lighting  at  night  and  lack  of  facilities  for  quickly  reach- 
ing the  various  ships  with  working  gangs,  and  bringing  parts  of  machin- 
ery ashore,  as  well  as  the  small  available  shop  room  in  which  to  perform 
the  work  when  so  brought,  combined  to  make  dispatch  almost  impossible. 

The  work  immediately  necessary  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  was 
not  so  much  extensive  repairs  to  ships  in  commission  as  the  fltttingout 
of  every  available  ship  in  ordinary  so  as  to  get  some  service  out  of 
each  one  in  the  possible  crises.  The  old  single-turret  monitors  were 
susceptible  of  fair  use  as  harbor-defense  vessels  if  they  could  quickly 
be  made  seaworthy,  and  one  of  the  most  notable  engineering  feats  was 
in  connection  with  this  work.  This  consisted  in  the  actual  cutting  out 
of  the  old  and  worn-out  boilers  of  the  monitors  Manhattan,  Mahopac, 
and  Ganonicus,  at  League  Island,  and  erecting  new  boilers  in  their  places 
without  cutting  the  decks,  and  all  within  the  space  of  thirty  days.  The 
boilers  as  cut  up  were  passed  out  through  the  smoke-pipe  opening  and 
the  new  sections  put  down  the  same  way,  the  results  proving  most  sat- 
isfactory. This  work  was  done  by  the  Babcock  &  Wilcox  Company, 
under  contract,  and  this  firm  deserves  great  credit  for  the  expedition 
with  which  the  work  was  done. 

It  was  well  known  that  these  vessels  could  not  be  used  unless  new 
boilers  were  fitted,  and  before  war  was  declared  the  Bureau  had  ascer- 
tained that  the  firm  mentioned  was  the  only  one  which  could  do  the 
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work  in  less  than  three  months.  Arrangements  for  beginning  the 
■work  promptly  had  been  made,  and  in  less  than  five  hours  after  the 
new  boilers  were  authorized  by  the  Department  the  work  of  building 
them  was  commenced.  It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  that  the  perform- 
ance of  these  vessels  with  the  new  boilers  exceeded  that  when  the  ves- 
sels were  lirst  built. 

Anticipating  damages  in  action  to  our  various  ships  the  Bureau  made 
early  contracts  for  the  delivery  at  the  various  yards  of  quantities  of 
boiler  tubes,  condenser  tubes,  and  material  for  the  manufacture  of  pip- 
ing and  fittings  so  as  to  be  able  to  conduct  extensive  repairs  without 
any  delay,  should  they  be  rendered  necessary.  Had  the  war  continued 
the  benefit  from  this  would  have  been  most  markedly  shown. 

By  far  the  greatest  amount  of  labor  to  the  Bureau  was  brought  through 
the  necessity  of  fitting  out  the  auxiliary  navy,  consisting  of  sopae  oue 
hundred  and  ten  vessels  added  to  the  regular  force  by  purchase,  charter, 
or  transfer.  This  comprised  vessels  of  every  imaginable  style  of  craft, 
from  tug  and  ferryboat  to  ocean  steamers.  Very  few  of  these  ships  had 
evaporators  and  distillers,  items  most  necessary  to  their  continued  serv- 
ice at  sea;  neither  had  they  proper  outfits  of  stores  and  tools,  all  of  which 
needs  had  to  be  supplied  with  the  greatest  expedition.  The  task  of 
overhauling  and  fitting  up  the  machinery  of  these  new  ships,  in  addi- 
tion to  keeping  the  regular  naval  ships  in  order,  was  stupendous,  espe- 
cially as  many  of  the  purchased  vessels  required  extensive  alterations 
and  additions.  The  necessity  of  much  additional  work  on  them  devel- 
oped after  leaving  the  yards  at  which  they  were  first  fitted  out,  and  it 
bore  heavily  upon  the  Bureau's  resources  at  Key  West  to  have  these 
ships  come  there  in  numbers  partly  disabled.  That  this  was  due  to 
faulty  work  at  the  Northern  yards  is  not  true,  but  rather,  combined 
with  some  most  unavoidable  oversights  there,  the  chief  cause  was  the 
novelty  of  the  machinery  to  the  crews  and  the  emergency  of  war  which 
made  it  necessary  to  start  them  out  before  they  could  become  familiar 
with  it. 

I  found  that  while  depending  upon  the  energy  and  activity  of  Chief 
Engineer  Little,  of  the  naval  station  at  Key  West,  for  attending  to  the 
requirements  of  these  cripples,  it  would  be  most  advantageous  to  have 
an  inspector  of  machinery  afloat  at  that  station.  Cliief  Engineer  J.  W. 
Thomson  was  detailed  for  this  duty,  and  by  reason  of  great  personal 
exertion,  coupled  with  long  and  varied  experience  succeeded  in  keep- 
ing the  numerous  ships  which  came  there  for  repairs  from  more  than 
temporary  delay.  Later  the  services  of  another  retired  chief  engineer 
of  great  experience,  Charles  H.  Manning,  were  utilized  at  Key  West, 
■and  this  officer  did  most  valuable  work  there  in  handling  the  plant 
ashore  and  in  advising  the  Bureau  in  regard  to  the  expansion  of  the 
shops  and  the  installation  of  tools. 

It  was  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  report  that  the  difficulties  and 
obstructions  incident  to  lack  of  complete  preparation  were,  in  a  great 
degree,  overcome  in  an  almost  inconceivably  short  time  by  reason  of 
having  the  earnest  and  untiring  cooperation  of  the  officers  selected  to 
superintend  the  work,  and  also  by  having  ample  funds  made  immedi- 
ately available,  enabling  the  Bureau  to  authorize  the  direct  purchase 
by  telegraph  of  all  needed  material.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  all 
through  the  war  inconvenience  was  experienced  through  the  very  slow 
and  uncertain  delivery  of  articles  to  Key  West,  the  strenuous  efforts 
of  this  Bureau  and  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts  failing  to 
remedy  the  fault,  so  that  much  desiied  material  failed  to  arrive  in  time 
to  be  of  value.    Stress  is  laid  on  this  point  here,  to  show  the  impor- 
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tance  of  having  this  least  accessible  naval  station  not  only  modernized 
in  point  of  outfit,  as  has  previously  been  urged  (and  which  now  is  being 
rapidly  done),  but  also  in  keeping  it  most  amply  stocked  with  such 
stores  as  are  always  in  demand  for  machinery  repair  work  and  which 
do  not  become  obsolete  or  useless  with  the  lapse  of  a  few  years. 

I  do  not  think  there  can  be  a  more  opportune  time  than  the  present 
for  submitting  estimates  and  making  liberal  appropriations  for  correct- 
ing the  faults  of  the  various  navy-yards  and  stations,  both  in  the  matter 
of  ouildings  and  machine  tools,  as,  with  the  recent  lessons  fresh  in  mind, 
there  is  no  uncertainty  as  to  what  is  needed  and  no  economy  in  delay- 
ing the  work.  In  fact,  the  result  is  exactly  opposite  to  economy  where 
but  a  small  part  of  the  whole  amount  needed  for  remodeling  a  repair 
plant  is  allotted  yearly  and  but  slow  and  tedious  progress  made  possible. 
In  that  case  the  plant  is  never  consistently  and  wholly  efficient,  and  by 
the  time  the  last  part  of  the  original  design  is  completed  the  first  jiart 
has  to  be  repaired.  I  would  most  earnestly  recommend  not  only  that 
the  estimates  herein  made  be  granted  without  reduction,  but  also  that 
equal  consideration  be  attached  to  the  recommendations  of  the  bureau 
having  charge  of  the  buildings  covering  the  changes  and  new  structures 
touching  this  Bureau,  that  all  may  be  pushed  forward  with  dispatch 
and  continuity. 

I  would  ask  earnest  attention  to  my  recommendation  for  the  outfit- 
ting of  the  second  repair  ship,  as  noted  elsewhere  in  this  report.  I 
have  referred  the  matter  of  selecting  one  of  the  purchased  ships  for 
this  service  to  the  Department  for  consideration  by  the  board  on  reten- 
tion, and  I  feel  sure  that  the  record  made  by  the  Vulcan  will  convince 
the  most  skeptical  that  this  floating  shop  was  of  inestimable  value  off 
Santiago,  and  that  there  is  no  more  important  feature  to-day  in  the 
Navy  than  the  maintenance  of  such  a  ship,  well  stocked,  with  every 
large  fleet.  The  advantages  of  having  these  facilities  for  making  every 
variety  of  repair  follow  the  vessels  of  a  fleet,  instead  of  having  to  send 
ships  back  to  a  distant  yard  for  work  which  requires  but  brief  time 
when  proper  tools  are  available,  are  too  obvious  to  need  further 
comment. 

One  very  important  item  of  information  was  obtained  from  the  long 
and  severe  services  of  the  ships  in  tropical  waters,  and  that  was  the 
urgent  necessity  of  keeping  a  large  fresh-water  supply  available  for 
them.  The  evaporating  plants,  as  usually  found  sufficient  in  ordinary 
cruising,  proved  inadequate  to  continuously  meet  the  demands  for  fresh 
water  there  made, so  unusually  heavy  and  due  to  conditions  imposed 
by  the  hot  climate.  The  high  temperature  of  the  sea  water  which  is 
used  for  condensing  the  steam  from  the  evaporators  reduces  the  output 
of  these  plants  to  far  below  the  normal,  and  the  serious  results  from 
this  were  shown  in  salting  up  of  boilers,  dropping  of  furnace  crown 
sheets,  and,  in  some  cases,  tie  destruction  of  boiler  tubes.  As  the  very 
life  and  efSciency  of  a  steamship  lies  in  the  ability  to  keep  her  boilers 
free  from  heavy  scale,  it  became  a  matter  of  greatest  moment  to  send 
to  the  fleet  ships  fitted  especially  for  distilling  water  in  great  quanti- 
ties; vessels  that  could  follow  the  squadron  and  supply  the  daily  defi- 
ciencies of  fresh  water  wherever  they  might  go.  With  this  intention, 
the  Iris  was  selected  from  the  purchased  ships  and  an  evaporating  and 
distilling  plant  of  great  capacity  installed  with  all  the  speed  possible 
under  the  circumstances.  This  plant  is  given  in  detail  later  in  the 
report,  but  the  necessary  work  was  so  extensive  that,  unforutnately, 
the  ship  was  not  finished  in  time  to  be  of  service  during  the  hostilities. 

While  I  have  taken  steps  to  add  to  the  individual  evaporating  plant 
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of  each,  ship  as  opportunity  affords  and  where  the  needed  additional 
space  can  be  secured,  I  have  also  obtained  a  second  distilling  shij)  in 
which  a  duplicate  plant  to  that  on  the  Bis  is  being  installed  and  is 
about  completed  at  this  writing.  This  ship,  the  Balnbow,  will,  with 
the  Iris,  make  fitting  pairs  to  the  repair  ships  as  attendants  upon 
large  fleets.  At  my  suggestion  the  Iris  has  been  detailed  to  accom- 
pany the  Iowa  and  Oregon  to  the  Pacific,  where  she  will  make  a  most 
valuable  permanent  addition  to  the  station. 

Barring  the  torpedo  boats,  which  will  be  discussed  later  in  this 
report,  there  was  a  remarkable  absence  of  casualty  in  the  machinery 
departments  of  the  vessels  of  the  fighting  squadrons  during  the  period 
of  the  war.  Even  in  action,  when  forced-draft  conditions  were  in 
operation  and  the  excitable  natures  of  the  men  most  wrought  upon  by 
the  surroundings,  the  reports  show  that  the  machinery  not  only  worked 
well  generally  but  that  in  no  case  was  it  greatly  distressed.  This  is  as 
fine  a  commentary  upon  the  personnel  as  on  the  machinery. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  torpedo  boats  can  not  show  the 
same  excellent  records  for  their  machinery,  but  it  is  a  sad  fact  that 
nearly  every  one  has  had  some  accidents,  and  the  machinery  of  some  at 
the  close  of  the  war  was  in  a  condition  which  can  only  be  described  as 
horrible,  where  boilers  were  burnt,  cylinder  covers  broken,  pistons  and 
valves  stuck,  and  everything  in  bad  shape.  This  condition  of  affairs 
seems  attributable  to  two  causes,  the  absence  of  trained  engineering 
supervision  and  the  use  of  the  boats  for  duty  to  which  they  were  not 
adapted. 

Before  the  war  the  experiment  (and  it  was  understood  to  be  an  experi- 
ment) was  attempted  of  running  the  torpedo  boats  with  only  one  trained 
engineer  officer  for  the  whole  flotilla,  leaving  the  care  of  the  machinery 
of  the  individual  boats  to  young  line  ofiicers,  who  had  this  as  a  part  of 
their  multifarious  duties.  It  is  not  their  fault  that  they  are  not  trained 
engineers,  and  undoubtedly  they  were  faithful  in  their  efforts  to  perform 
their  duties,  but  they  had  not  been  through  the  preliminary  training 
which  will  come  with  the  passage  of  the  personnel  bill,  and  a  man  with- 
out previous  training  does  not  become  at  once  a  skilled  engineer  by 
assuming  charge  of  machinery. 

This  experience  with  the  torpedo  boat  is,  indeed,  an  excellent  illus- 
tration of  the  benefits  to  be  anticipated  from  the  passage  of  the  per- 
sonnel bill.  Only  a  very  few  offlcers  can  be  carried,  but  when  everyone 
is  an  engineer  by  education  and  training,  there  is  an  assurance  that 
these  machin'es  will  have  trained  supervision  and  be  kept  in  good 
order. 

As  to  the  second  cause,  it  did  not  require  this  experience  to  prove 
that  this  type  of  vessel  can  not  be  safely  used  for  dispatch-boat  duty 
and  to  act  as  tenders  on  blockading  ships  far  from  base  of  supplies  or 
facilities  for  efficient  repair.  Primarily,  they  are  intended  for  high- 
speed spurts  where  success  or  failure  in  the  use  of  their  special  weapon 
sball  be  quickly  demonstrated.  For  this  they  are  especially  built  and 
for  this  they  should  be  solely  kept. 

The  immense  amount  of  detail  work  done  in  the  designing  room  of 
the  Bureati  is  noted  under  a  separate  heading,  and  it  is  difficult  to  com- 
prehensively represent  to  any  but  professional  draftsmen  the  full  extent 
of  the  task  accomplished  here  during  the  year  and  the  immense  amount 
of  work  imposed  upon  the  officers  detailed  to  carry  out  this  portion  of 
the  Bureau's  labors.  In  this  connection  I  would  also  commend  the 
faithful  and  willing  performance  of  the  increased  work  which  came 
upon  them  by  the  draughtsmen  and  clerks  of  the  Bureau. 
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Among  the  special  items  of  navy-yard  work  on  vessels  during  the 
year  the  following  are  noted  separately  from  the  general  list  given 
under  the  yard  headings: 

The  machinery  of  tugboat  JSTo.  6  has  been  practically  completed  at 
the  Norfolk  Navy- Yard,  and  since  the  ending  of  the  fiscal  year  has  been 
shipped  to  the  New  York  yard  for  installation,  the  hull  of  this  tug  hav- 
ing been  con  structed  there.  This  tug  will  have  the  first  cast-steel  crank 
shaft  of  any  size  in  the  Navy.  This  successful  casting  was  made  at  the 
works  of  the  American  Steel  Casting  Company,  Thurlow,  Pa. 

Machinery  for  tug  No.  7  is  rapidly  approaching  completion  at  the 
Mare  Island  Navy- Yard. 

The  machinery  for  the  Chicago  at  the  New  York  Navy- Yard  was  com- 
pleted and  installed,  and  that  ship  is  about  ready  for  initial  trial. 

The  new  boilers  for  the  Atlanta  were  completed  and  installed  at  the 
New  York  yard,  including  the  four  Babcock  &  Wilcox  water  tube  boil- 
ers built  by  contract,  which  are  fitted  with  economizers.  The  modern- 
ized machinery  of  this  vessel  is  rapidly  being  put  in  place,  although 
involving  probably  more  work,  in  point  of  time  and  tediousness,  than 
■would  have  been  the  case  had  entirely  new  machinery  been  built. 

New  boilers  for  the  Dolphin  were  finished  at  the  New  York  yard  and 
installed,  and  the  evaporating  plant  of  this  vessel  was  improved. 

Fair  progress  was  made  on  the  machinery  of  the  Hartford,  but  the 
failure  to  produce  a  sound  cast-steel  crank  shaft,  after  repeated  efforts 
on  the  part  of  the  contractor  for  that  work,  greatly  delayed  the  engine 
construction. 

The  Fortune's  machinery  still  awaits  the  completion  of  the  hull,  as 
noted  in  my  last  report. 

Alterations  and  changes  in  the  evaporating  plant  of  the  Helena  and 
Marblehead,  and  fitting  of  new  corrugated  furnaces  in  the  boilers  of  the 
Puritan,  was  done  at  New  York. 

The  following  new  vessels  were  prepared  for  commission  after  being 
turned  over  by  the  contractors :  Helena,  Nashville,  Annapolis,  Marietta, 
Newport,  Wheeling,  Viclcsburg,  Foote,  Badgers,  Winslow,  3upont,  Morris, 
Talbot,  Qwin,  and  McKee. 


While  the  situation  of  this  yard  is  farther  from  the  scenes  of  the 
recent  war  than  most  of  the  others,  its  advantages  as  a  repair  station 
were  well  illustrated.  Thoroughly  protected  from  attack  and  practi- 
cally on  the  seacoast,  it  aifords  opportunities  for  work  in  time  of  war 
superior  in  point  of  safety  to  any  other  yard  equally  accessible  to  our 
ships.  It  was  here  that  the  Vulcan  was  fitted  out,  and  it  is  the  policy 
of  the  Bureau  promptly  to  utilize  the  balance  of  the  available  appro- 
priation granted  last  year  in  modernizing  the  machinery  plant.  This 
yard  should  be  thoroughly  equipped  and  obsolete  machinery  sup- 
planted by  new. 

The  points  of  excellence  of  this  station  should  be  more  fully  recog- 
nized and  a  revival  of  extensive  marine  work  brought  about  there. 
The  skilled  mechanics  of  New  England  have  few  equals  and  no  supe- 
riors, and  the  Boston  yard  would  never  be  at  a  loss  for  efficient  workmen 
to  meet  all  the  demands  that  would  be  made  on  it  through  greatest 
emergency. 

An  additional  appropriation  will  be  asked  for  with  which  to  continue 
the  expansion  of  the  machinery  plant  as  soon  as  conditions  there  will 
warrant  it. 
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Repairs  during  the  fiscal  year  have  here  been  made  to  the  following 
ships:  Bancroft,  Calumet,  Iwana,  Katalidin,  Lancaster,  Lebanon,  Lehigh, 
Machias,  Newport,  Seminole,  Southery,  Vesuvius,  Vulcan,  Wyandotte, 
Yantic. 

Expenditures  for  work  upon  naTal  vessels •. $22, 132. 36 

Expenditures  other  than  for  naval  vessels: 

Office  expenses 270.  64 

Superintendence,  care,  and  repair  of  shop  machinery  and  tools H,  311.  26 

Running,  tiring,  and  repairing  yard  engines  and  boilers 444. 26 

Improvement  of  plant,  new  tools,  etc . . . , 1,  286. 76 

Care  and  repair  of  yard  steam  launches 46. 06 

Labor  and  material  for  other  departments 3,  458. 43 

Holidays 405.12 

Total 39,354.89 

NATY-TAED,  POJlTSMOtTTH,  N.  H. 

This  yard  has  continued  the  work  of  making  steam-cutter  machinery 
as  heretofore.  It  has  not  the  natural  advantages  of  some  of  the  other 
yards  for  handling  the  repair  work  of  the  larger  ships  of  the  Navy,  but 
it  is  a  very  valuable  station  in  other  ways.  During  the  year  repairs 
were  made  here  to  the  Alliance,  Essex,  Newport,  Frolic,  Piscataqua,  and 
Viclshurg.  It  also  came  in  for  a  share  of  the  emergency  work,  but  this 
was  principally  after  the  end  of  June. 

Expenditures  for  work  upon  naval  vessels $20, 408. 80 

Expenditures  in  making  steam-launch  machinery  for  issue  to  naval  vessels  39,  215. 34 
Expenditures  other  than  for  naval  vessels : 

Civil  establishment 1,200.00 

Office  expenses 600.00 

Superintendence,  care,  and  repair  of  shop  machinery  and  tools;  run- 
ning, firing,  and  repairing  yard  engines  and  boilers 20,  883.  86 

Care  and  repair  of  yard  steam  launches 3, 218.  40 

Labor  and  material  for  other  departments 483.  32 

Miscellaneous 1,209.42 

Total - 87,219.14 

NAVY-YAKD,   NEW   YORK. 

This  navy-yard  has  handled  more  repairs  to  and  outfitting  of  naval 
vessels  than  any  other  yard  during  the  year,  and  has  maintained  its 
position  as  the  foremost  repair  station  in  the  United  States,  with  Nor- 
folk now  as  a  close  second  and  rapidly  equalizing  it  in  facilities  for 
saperior  engineering  work.  This  yard,  by  reason  of  its  proximity  to 
the  metropolis,  continues  to  attract  the  greater  number  of  vessels  requir- 
ing general  overhauling.  With  unlimited  resources  in  the  form  of 
skilled  labor  and  in  close  touch  with  the  makers  of  material  for  all  kinds 
of  repairs  the  natural  advantages  are  not  waning,  and  the  need  of  keep- 
ing the  machinery  plant  in  a  high  state  of  efficiency  was  never  more 
pressing  than  now. 

To  the  immediate  erection  of  the  designed  extension  of  shop  buildings 
of  this  department  of  the  yard,  by  which  the  quadrangle  partly  formed 
by  the  present  buildings  will  be  completed,  I  most  earnestly  ask  atten- 
tion. This  department  is  hampered  in  its  work  to  such  a  degree  by 
overcrowding,  as  to  make  the  simultaneous  efficient  operation  of  the 
tools  within  it  impossible.  Aside  from  the  needs  of  the  machine  shops 
and  the  lack  of  proper  erecting  shops,  the  copper  shop  is  still  merely  a 
portion  of  the  foundry,  robbing  the  latter  of  sorely  needed  space,  yet 
obtaining  by  this  robbery  but  scant  accommodation  for  its  own  neces- 
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sary  and  constantly  growing  work.  Equally  clear  Is  the  necessity  to 
complete  the  extension  for  offices  and  drafting  room,  plans  for  which 
are  also  included  in  the  recommendations  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Docks.  The  large  number  of  clerks  are  jostling  each  other  all  in  one 
room,  preventing  really  excellent  results  in  point  of  speed,  while  the 
drafting  room  is  dark,  small,  and  as  badly  situated  for  such  work  as 
could  well  be  devised. 

it  is  mortifying  to  me  to  note  the  additional  difficulties  and  obstruc- 
tions to  performance  of  duty  imposed  by  these  faulty  conditions  upon 
the  chief  engineer  of  this  yard,  especially  when  the  demands  upon  his 
physical  and  mental  forces  have  been  so  severely  exacting  as  during 
this  last  summer,  and  when  his  self  sacrificing  devotion  to  the  work 
has  been  so  conspicuous.  The  desired  remedy  is  in  such  direct  line 
with  increased  economy  in  the  operations  of  this  department,  and  the 
needs  for  more  room  so  earnestly  demanded  by  the  work  waiting  to  be 
done  as  well  as  by  the  evident  uuhealthful  and  scarcely  decent  crowd- 
ing of  the  clerical  force  within  the  present  quarters,  that  I  feel  this 
matter  should  be  urged  with  all  speed  to  a  fitting  correction,  and  that 
the  situation  may  be  promptly  relieved  of  its  embarrassing  features. 
Much  new  machinery  to  replace  less  modern  and  therefore  less  eco- 
nomical elements  of  the  shops  of  this  yard  continue  to  be  needed,  and 
the  estimate  of  $50,000  is  submitted  this  year  for  that  purpose.  The 
important  work  on  the  Atlanta  and  Chicago  (new  machinery),  as  noted 
elsewhere,  has  been  continuously  carried  on  this  year,  and  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war  the  resources  of  the  shops  have  been  taxed  to 
their  utmost  limit  by  the  immense  amount  of  work  concentrated  there. 

The  following  86  vessels  have  been  repaired  here  during  the  fiscal 
year,  73  of  which  were  in  hand  during  its  last  three  months:  Aberenda, 
Aileen,  Alexander,  Algonquin,  Alice,  Alliance,  Amphitrite,  Annapolis, 
Atlanta,  Badger,  Bancroft,  Broolclyn,  Cwsar,  Celtic  King,  Cincinnati, 
Columbia,  Chicago,  Detroit,  Dolphin,  Dupont,  Eagle,  Elfrida,  Enquirer, 
Ericsson,  Essex,  Fern,  Foote,  Free  Lance,  Gloucester,  Hannibal,  Harlech, 
HawJc,  Helena,  Hist,  Hornet,  Huntress,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kanaivha,  Leon- 
idas,  Maine,  Marblehead,  Massachusetts,  Mayflower,  Montgomery,  Morris, 
Nahant,  Narheeta,  New  Orleans,  Newport,  New  ¥orlc,  Nezinscott,  Niagara, 
Nina,  Osceola,  Pawnee,  Pompey,  Porter,  Prairie,  Puritan,  Restless,  Bod- 
gers,  San  Francisco,  Saturn,  Sioux,  Siren,  Solace,  Scindia,  Scipio,  Scor- 
pion, Sterling,  Stiletto,  Stranger,  Sylvia,  Tecumseh,  Terror,  Texas,  Thespia, 
Topelca,  Traffic,  Uncas,  Vermont,  Viking,  Wasp,  Wompatuck,  Yankee. 

Expenditures  for  work  upon  naval  vessels $522,  361.  32 

Expenditures  other  than  for  naval  vessels : 

Civil  establishment 2, 957. 78 

Office  expenses 1, 450. 96 

Extra  clerical  force 14,  905. 70 

Care  and  handling  of  stores 5, 149. 00 

Superintendence,  care,  and  repair  of  shop  machinery  and  tools 40, 340. 89 

Running,  firing,  and  repairing  yard  engines  and  boilers 1,  803.93 

Improvement  of  plant,  new  tools,  etc.. 5,731.55 

Eepairs  and  maintenance  of  floating  derrick 2, 174.03 

Care  and  repair  of  yard  steam  launches 2,  218. 16 

Making  evaporators  and  distillers  for  issue 7,  913. 20 

Labor  and  material  for  other  departments 13, 145. 97 

Experimental  and  test  purposes 2,  838. 16 

Making  stores  for  issue 8, 164.79 

Breaking  up  old  material 1,456.07 

Shipments 5,825.22 

Holidays 8,302.60 

Miscellaneous 86. 23 

Total 646,885.56 
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NAVAL  STATION,  NEW  LONDON,  CONN. 

This  station  is  practically  closed  as  a  repair  station.  ITo  work  was 
done  on  naval  vessels  except  care  and  repair  of  steam  launches,  costing 
in  all  $1,110.11. 

NAVAL    STATION,   NEWPORT,  R.  I. 

Work  in  Steam  engineering  has  been  confined  to  the  supply  of  neces- 
sary stores  and  material  and  making  repairs  to  steam-cutter  machinery 
and  boilers.  The  outfit  of  tools  here  is  only  such  as  is  warranted  by 
the  light  character  of  the  work  sent. 

Expenditures  for  work  upon  naval  vessels $12.51 

Expenditures  other  than  for  naval  vessels : 

Superintendence,  care,  and  repair  of  shop  machinery  and  tools 241. 30 

Running,  firing,  and  repairing  yard  engiueo  and  boilers 649. 11 

Care  and  repair  of  yard  steam  launches 622. 78 

Total 1,525.70 

NAVY-YARD,   WASHINGTON,    D.    C. 

Naturally  out  of  the  reach  of  the  larger  vessels  of  the  Navy,  and 
indeed  convenient  to  none,  the  steam  engineering  work  of  this  yard 
has  mainly  consisted  in  the  manufacture  of  parts  and  fittings  of  special 
machinery  for  all  the  torpedo  boats  and  for  the  new  ships  building. 
Repairs  of  minor  character  were  made  to  the  Helena  and   Triton. 

Expenditures  were  as  follows : 

Expenditures  for  w6rk  upon  naval  vessels $22, 167. 87 

OfSce  expenses 56.  97 

Superintendence,  care,  and  repair  of  shop  machinery  and  tools 2, 247. 00 

Care  and  repair  of  yard  steam  launches 183. 40 

Holidays 84.51 

Blue-print  apparatus  for  Bureau 951. 13 

Total 25,690.88 

NAVY- YARD,    LEAGUE   ISLAND. 

This  yard  has  become  the  accepted  and  ideal  place  for  laying  up  in 
reserve  such  of  our  ships  as  are  too  expensive  to  keep  in  full  commission 
in  times  of  peace  or  those  which  are  not  fitted  for  cruising.  The  natural 
fresh-water  basins  in  the  back  channel  enable  proper  mooring  of  very 
large  ships  where  they  are  properly  protected.  The  reserve  navy  prom- 
ises to  be  large,  and,  as  long  as  we  have  a  Navy  at  all,  it  is  the  very 
wisest  policy  to  keep  all  these  vessels  in  excellent  condition.  In  spite 
of  popular  impression  to  the  contrary,  continual  deterioration  goes  on 
even  under  these  conditions,  and  it  is  here  that  the  "stitch  in  time" 
can  be  taken,  so  as  wholly  to  avoid  extensive  preparation  or  overhaul- 
ing when  the  ships  are  needed.  The  three  old  monitors  were  fitted  at 
this  yard  with  new  boilers,  as  stated  on  a  previous  page,  and  while 
there  is  a  good  outfit  for  the  usual  machinery  repair  work,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  install  boiler-making  appliances  to  round  out  the  plant 
and  make  it  comparatively  complete.  I  submit  herewith  an  estimate 
of  $15,000  for  this  and  kindred  work. 

Attention  is  asked  to  the  completion  of  the  buildings  of  this  depart- 
ment as  already  planned. 
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During  the  year  the  following  ships  were  repaired  or  overhauled: 
Lehigh,  Mahopac,  Manhattan,  Jason,  Peoria,  Vixen,  Dorothea,  Justin, 
Princeton,  Fish  JSairlc,  Massasoit,  Supply,  Leyden,  Richmond,  Mianto- 
nomoh,  Katahdin,  Columbia,  Minneapolis,  Iowa,  Montauh,  Nahant, 
Ganonicus,  Gatshill. 

Expenditures  for  work  upon  naval  vessels $105, 415. 82 

Expenditures  other  than  for  naval  vessels: 

Civil  establishment 1,200.00 

Extra  clerical  force 1, 723. 12 

Superintendence,  care,  and  repair  of  shop  machinery  and  tools 8, 327. 80 

Eunning,  tiring,  and  repairing  yard  engines  and  boilers 807. 22 

Improvement  of  plant,  new  tools,  etc ^ 3,528.80 

Care  and  repair  of  yard  steam  launches 930. 82 

Labor  and  material  for  other  departments 751. 56 

Holidays 986.08 

Total 123,671.22 

NAVY-TAED,   NOEFOLK,   TA. 

This  yard  stands  next  to  New  York  in  importance  as  a  repair  station, 
and  in  many  respects  it  has  natural  advantages  superior  to  the  latter, 
although  not  situated  as  close  to  the  great  manufacturing  interests. 
Under  the  management  of  the  present  chief  engineer,  advances  have 
been  continued  in  the  direction  of  bringing  the  shops  and  the  tools  up 
to  the  highest  state  of  efficiency,  until  now  we  have  no  better  equipped 
shops  anywhere,  nor  ones  where  engineering  work  can  be  performed 
with  greater  dispatch  or  excellence.  The  expenditure  of  the  last- 
granted  appropriation  for  new  tools,  etc.,  for  this  yard  is  being  wisely 
directed,  and  1  herewith  submit  an  estimate  for  an  additional  $15,000 
with  which  to  pursue  this  remodeling  policy  and  further  increase  the 
efficiency  and  economy  of  this  plant,  that  it  may  keep  pace  with  the 
advances  of  the  mechanical  world  outside  and  be  prepared  for  any 
emergency.  No  money  expended  by  the  Government  gives  such  sure 
and  satisfactory  returns  as  that  paid  for  the  improved  machine  tools 
which  increase  quantity  and  quality  of  output  together.  The  great 
i"?aving  due  to  these  is  seldom  traced  to  its  proper  source  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  it  is  realized  fully  by  all  manufacturing  concerns  and 
exists  as  truly  in  Government  work. 

During  the  year  some  72  vessels  were  repaired  or  fitted  out  at  this 
yard:  Abarenda,  Alice,  Amphitrite,  Annapolis,  Apache,  Armeria,  Ban- 
croft, Brooklyn,  Gassius,  Gastine,  Cincinnati,  Gushing,  Dixie,  Dolphin, 
Dupont,  Ericsson,  Fern,  Foote,  Fortune,  Franklin,  Hamilton,  Hudson, 
Indiana,  Iowa,  Iris,  Justin,  Katahdin,  Lebanon,  Maine,  Manning,  Mas- 
sachusetts, McKee,  Merrimac,  Miami,  Minneapolis,  Mohawk,  Monongahela, 
Montgomery,  Morrill,  Nashville,  Neiaark,  New  York,  Niagara,  Oneida, 
Osceola,  Porter,  Puritan,  Bainboic,  Raleigh,  Rodgers,  Samoset,  Saturn, 
Scorpion,  Sioux,  Solace,  Southery,  Standish,  Sterling,  Suwanee,  Terror, 
Texas,  Triton,  Uncas,  Vesuvius,  Vicksburg,  Wompatuck,  Wilmington, 
Windom,  Winslow,  Woodbury,  Yankton,  Yosemite,  of  which  46  were 
repaired  during  the  last  ninety  days  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  proximity  of  the  yard  to  the  naval  rendezvous  at  Hampton  Eoads 
makes  it  naturally  the  great  repair  station  of  the  South,  and  it  is  within 
such  easy  communication  with  New  York  as  to  often  permit  the  two 
yards  to  work  conjointly  on  extensive  repairs  to  a  single  ship,  Norfolk 
making  and  shipping  special  parts  with  economy  and  dispatch. 
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Expenditures  of  work  upon  naval  vessels $246, 479. 25 

Expenditure  for  vpork  upon  launch  machinery  for  issue  to  naval  vessels  15,  608. 28 
Expenditures  other  than  for  naval  vessels : 

Civil  establishment 1,881.88 

Office  expenses 555. 51 

Extra  clerical  force ' 5,855.74 

Care  and  handling  of  stores : 5,  567. 91 

Superintendence,  care,  and  repair  of  shop  machinery  and  tools 50,  990. 28 

Running,  firing,  and  repairing  yard  engines  and  boilers 400,  35 

Improvement  of  plant,  new  tools,  etc 3,  396.  74 

Care  and  repair  of  yard  steam  launches 4, 289.  05 

Making  evaporators  and  distillers  for  issue 353. 41 

Experimental  and  test  purposes 323.44 

Making  stores  for  issue 607.  70 

Breaking  up  old  material 921.  74 

Holidays 3,875.37 

Miscellaneous ..-  553. 39 

Total 341,660.04 

NAVAL    STATION,   PORT   ROYAL,  S.  C 

This  is  another  station  which  lacks  machine  shops  for  the  installation 
of  the  tools  which  will  make  it  a  most  valuable  repair  yard  in  times  of 
emergency ;  or,  indeed,  at  all  times.  It  is  an  important  link  in  the  coast 
Une  chain  of  stations  which  can  be  made  capable  of  doing  all  kinds  of 
light  and  heavy  repairs,  and  where  large  ships  may  be  safely  docked. 
Appropriation  has  been  made  for  necessary  tools  and  appliances  for 
the  steam  engineering  department,  and  these  will  be  purchased  as  soon 
as  the  buildings  are  erected  and  prepared  for  them. 

Expenditure  for  work  upon  naval  vessels  and  steam  launches, 
$10,295.81. 

NAVY-YARD,   PBNSACOLA,   FLA. 

No  work  of  great  importance  has  been  done  at  this  yard  during  the 
year,  although  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  repairs  were  made  to  the 
Choctaw,  Potomac,  Powhatan,  and  Tacoma. 

Expenditure  for  work  upon  naval  vessels $2,  271. 15 

Expenditures  other  than  for  naval  vessels : 

Civil  establishment 1,000.00 

Office  expenses. 27.73 

Care  and  handling  of  stores 577. 40 

Superintendence,  care,  and  repairs  of  shop  machinery  and  tools 3,  724.  31 

Running,  tiring,  and  repairing  yard  engines  and  boilers 1 ,  088. 71 

Care  and  repair  of  yard  steam  launches 2,  262. 13 

Total 10,951.43 

NAVAL   STATION,  KEY  WJIST,  FLA. 

The  situation  of  this  station  has  always  been  regarded  as  most  impor- 
tant and  the  late  emergency  has  shown  this  to  be  the  case  and  impressed 
everyone  with  the  immense  advantage  that  would  have  been  gained  by 
having  earlier  established  a  modern  repair  plant  there.  That  so  very 
much  work  was  successfully  accomplished,  through  the  almost  super- 
human efforts  of  those  to  whom  the  task  was  allotted,  is  only  an  index 
of  what  could  have  been  performed  with  a  good  outfit  of  machine  tools 
and  proper  shops.  If  these  had  been  located  a  year  ago  our  ships  could 
have  been  kept  absolutely  in  first- cass  condition  indefinitely,  without 
any  necessity  of  sending  them  north  until  the  need  of  their  services  was 
over.    It  is  not  desirable  in  time  of  peace  to  keep  this  station  in  full 
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operation,  climatic  reasons  being  against  the  economy  and  wisdom  of 
this;  but  the  work,  now  well  begun,  of  making  the  machine  repair  plant 
modern  and  excellent  will  be  pushed  as  fast  as  possible.  The  new 
machine  shop  is  in  an  advanced  state  of  erection,  and  the  new  tools  are 
contracted  for  or  in  process  of  being  so  placed  with  contractors  as  to 
be  available  as  soon  as  wanted. 

During  the  year  repairs  have  been  made  to  64  vessels  and  during  the 
first  month  of  the  present  fiscal  year  to  37  vessels. 

In  addition  to  the  shops  there  is  urgently  needed  a  wharf  built  out 
to  deep  water  from  the  machine  shop  front  from  which  repair  parties 
can  be  readily  sent  in  boats  to  the  ships  needing  them.  This  was  shown 
to  be  absolutely  requisite,  as  the  lack  of  this  facility  caused  serious 
delays  and  greatly  added  to  the  expense  in  the  work  that  was  done  by 
the  yard  men  on  the  ships. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ships  repaired  here  during  the  year 
Mangrove,  Leyden,  Puritan,  Dupont,  Foote,  Winslow,  Gastine,  Samoset, 
Detroit,  Algonquin,  Helena,  Uriosson,  Newport,  Mayflower,  Dolphin. 
Gushing,  Porter,  Hornet,  Amphitrlte,  Tecumseh,  Gincinnati,  Wasp. 
HawTc,  Merrimac,  Saturn,  Sioux,  Bodgers,  Uncas,  Machias,  Suwanee. 
Osceola,  Miantonomoh,  Nashville,  Terror,  Vesuvius,  Annapolis,  Wompa- 
tuck,  Nezinsco'tt,  Oregon,  Bancroft,  Wilmington,  Scorpion,  Indiana. 
Minneapolis,  Bache,  Oneida,  Eagle,  Marietta,  Montgomery,  Hamilton,  New 
York,  Resolute,  Pompey,  Vichsburg,  Lancaster,  Blake,  Passaic,  Leonidas, 
Niagara,  New  Orleans,  Woodbury,  Windom,  and  Yankee. 

Expenditures  for  work  upon  naval  vessels $15,  342. 42 

Expenditures  for  work  other  than  for  naval  vessels : 

Office  expenses 855. 12 

Care  and  handling  of  stores 333. 44 

Superintendence,  care,  and  repair  of  shop  machinery  and  tools 4,  654. 62 

Work  for  other  departments 384. 25 

Running,  firing,  and  repairing  yard  engines  and  boilers 476. 00 

Improvement  of  plant,  new  tools,  etc 8,  336. 66 

Care  and  repair  of  yard  steam  launches 982. 00 

Miscellaneous 160. 88 


Total 31,525.39 

NAYT-YARD,   MARE   ISLAND,   CAL. 

I  would  ask  special  attention  to  the  urgency  of  the  erection  of  new 
shops  for  this  Bureau  in  this  yard  at  a  point  close  to  the  site  of  the 
proposed  new  dry  dock.  If  the  damage  to  the  old  buildings  of  this 
Department  by  the  earthquake  of  March  last  will  have  the  effect  of 
expediting  the  change  in  their  location,  it  may  be  viewed  as  a  provi- 
dence. At  no  other  yard  in  the  country  is  the  disposition  of  the  repair 
shops  relative  to  the  location  of  the  dry  docks  and  wharves  so  abso- 
lutely unsuited  for  speedy  work  or  work  with  any  approach  to  economy 
as  here.  It  is  patent  to  the  most  casual  observer,  and  had  our  late  war 
emergency  concentrated  the  fleets  on  that  coast  instead  of  on  this  the 
lack  of  proper  facilities  might  have  been  disastrous  to  the  country. 
The  plans  for  the  location  of  the  buildings  are  to  be  submitted  by  the 
proper  Bureau,  and  I  strongly  urge  the  grant  of  all  estimates  therefor. 

For  some  years,  no  doubt,  the  difference  in  cost  of  most  material  for 
mechanical  construction  will  be  an  addition  to  the  expense  of  all  repair 
work  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  the  only  way  to  offset  this  is  to  make 
the  meohical  appliances  of  absolutely  the  most  effective  and  modern 
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type  and  then  locate  these  where  the  least  time  is  consumed  in  making 
the  trip  from  shops  to  ship.  New  tools  will  be  installed  as  soon  as  the 
new  buildings  are  erected,  and  the  Bureau  will  endeavor  to  keep  this 
department  up  to  date  iu  every  point. 

Expenditures  for  work  upon  naval  vessels $242,  653. 79 

Expenditures  for  work  upon  steam-launch  machinery  for  issue  to  naval 

vessels 18,355.54 

Expenditures,  other  than  for  naval  vessels : 

Civil  establishment 1,  400.  GO 

Office  expenses,  writers,  drafting,  etc 6,  628. 03 

Care  and  handling  of  stores 5,  740.  92 

Superintendence,  care,  and  repair  of  shop  machinery  and  tools 51, 135. 27 

Running,  firing,  and  repairing  yard  engines  and  boilers 9, 258. 51 

Improvement  of  plant,  new  tools,  etc 28,448.73 

Care  and  repair  of  yard  steam  launches 588. 47 

Labor  and  material  for  other  departments 3, 125.  01 

Experimental  and  test  purposes 184. 23 

Making  stores  for  issue 19,  689.28 

Breaking  up  old  material 553. 12 

Shipments 860.  74 

Holidays 4,893.59 

Total 393,515.23 

NAVAL    STATION,    BREMEETON,   WASH. 

I  am  only  awaiting  the  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings  at  this 
station  before  sending  out  machine  tools  that  shall  place  the  yard  in 
condition  to  handle  every  kind  of  machinery  repair.  The  fine  dry  dock, 
with  its  efficient  pumping  plant,  forms  a  fitting  nucleus  for  a  modern 
repair  establishment  which,  in  importance,  will  be  second  to  none  on 
that  coast.  Indeed,  it  will  be  the  one  great  docking  point,  and  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  hasten  its  completion.  One  great  advantage 
exists  in  the  fact  that  it  is  entirely  new,  and  therefore  there  are  no  old 
or  badly  located  buildings  as  objectionable  features.  All  the  new 
buildings  should  be  of  the  most  substantial  character  and  located  with 
a  view  to  the  greatest  economy  in  work.  The  plans  are  well  made  in 
this  respect. 

I  submit  herewith  an  estimate  for  an  additional  $25,000  in  order  to 
complete  the  needed  outfit  promptly  and  not  necessitate  dependence 
for  assistance  on  outside  establishments,  as  stated  in  my  last  report, 
when  urging  the  speedy  advancement  of  this  important  work. 

The  work  done  at  this  station  has  been  the  care  and  repair  of  the 
Nipsic's  steam-cutter  machinery  and  supplying  necessary  material  and 
stores,  amounting  to  $1,872.43. 

PEESBNT  CONDITION  OF  THE  MACHINERY  OF  NAVAL  VESSELS. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  condition  of  machinery  according 
to  the  latest  reports,  together  with  certain  useful  data  of  our  new  ships, 
vessels  being  in  commission  unless  otherwise  noted.  Many  of  the  ves- 
sels which  have  been  engaged  in  the  operations  of  the  war  and  continu- 
ously under  steam  for  long  periods  may  be  found,  when  opportunity  is 
offered  for  careful  inspection  of  the  machinery,  to  be  in  need  of  repairs, 
the  necessity  for  which  is  not  apparent  now: 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANTING   THE 

Completed  vessels  authorized 


Cylinder  diame- 

Name of 

ters  in  inches. 

Number  and 

Total 

Total 

Type  of  vessel. 

Type  of  engines. 

types  of 

grate 

beating 

Doilera. 

surface. 

surface. 

H.P. 

I.  P. 

L.P. 

6 
1 

03 

In. 

Sq./t. 

Sq.ft. 

Arapbitritea 

Double- turret 
monitor. 

Compound    in- 
clined, 2scre-ws. 

32 

48 

42 

6  single-end- 
ed, cylin- 
drical. 

378 

8,800 

Annaxjolls  ... 

CompOBite 
gunboat. 

Vertical,  triple 

15 

2*4 

40 

28 

2Babcock 

98 

3,620 

expansion,  sin- 

and  Wil- 

gle screw. 

cox. 

Atlanta 

Protected 
cruiser,  sec- 
ond rate. 

Horizontal,  tri- 
pleexpanaion, 
single  screw. 

34 

SOJ 

741 

42 

4Babcoclt 
and   Wil- 
cox, 2  cy- 
lindrical. 

303 

10,824 

Baltimore 

do 

Horizontal,  tri- 
pleexpansion, 

42 

60 

94 

42 

4  double- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

656 

16,  674 

2  screws. 

Bancroft 

G-unboat 

"Vertical,  triple 
expansion,    2 
screws. 

134 

21 

31 

20 

2  cylindrical 
s'traight- 
way,  5  tu- 
bular. 

87.  75 

2,686 

Bennington.. 

do 

Horizontal,  tri- 
ple expansion, 

22 

31 

60 

30 

4  cylindrical 
straight- 
way, 5  tu- 

220 

8,210 

2  screws. 

bular. 

Boston 

Protected 

Horizontal,  3- 

1 

J674 
p74 

) 

8  single-end- 

400 

10, 146 

cruiser,  sec- 

cylinder, com- 

54 

42 

ed    cylin- 

ond rate. 

pound,  1  screw.  J 

1 

drical. 

Brooklyn 

Armored  cruis- 
er, first  rate. 

4  vertical,  triple 
expansion,'^ 
screws. 

32 

47 

72 

42 

5  double- 
ended  and 
2     single - 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

1,016.2 

33, 432 

Caatine 

Gxmboat 

Vertical,   triple 
expansion,    2 
screws. 

15i 

23J 

36 

24 

2  marine  lo- 
comotive. 

120 

4,590 

Cbarleston... 

Pro  tected 
cruiser. 

Inclined  (7°  21') 
compound,    2 

44A 

851 

36 

7  single-end- 
ed   cylin- 
drical. 

436.2 

15,577 

screws. 

Cbicago 

do 

Horizontal,  tri- 
ple expansion, 

334 

50J 

76 

40 

6Babcock 
and   Wil- 

633.32 

23,252.60 

2  screws. 

cox  and  4 
single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

4  double'- 

607 

20, 167 

Cincinnati . . . 

P  r  otected 

Vertical,   triple 

■ 

fM7 
\657 

|33 

ended  and 

cruiser. 

expansion,     2 

36 

63 

2     single- 

screws. 

ended  cy- 

lindrical. 

Colunabia 

do 

Vertical,   triple 
expansion,    3 

42 

59 

92 

42 

8  double- 
ended  and 

1,408 

45,220.77 

screws. 

2     single- 

- 

ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

Concord  

Gunboat 

Horizontal, 
triple  expan- 
sion, 2  screws. 

22 

31 

50 

30 

4  cylindrical 
straight- 
way,   fire 
tubular. 

220 

8,210 

Gushing 

Torpedo  boat . 

Vertical,  qiiad- 

rci6 

\c22i 

b22i 
622J 

}16 

f2  Thorny- 

76.6 

4,750 

raplo    expan- 
sion, 2  screws. 

jui 

l     croft,    tu- 
I    buloua. 

Detroit 

Unprotected 
cruiser. 

Vertical,  triple 
expansion,    2 
screws. 

26.6 

39 

63 

26 

3  double- 
ended  and 
2     single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

367.  946 

10,978.08 

Dolphin 

Disijatcbboat. 

Vertical,     com- 
p  0  und,      2 
screws. 

4,2 

•  , 

78 

48 

2  double- 
ended  and 
2    single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

269.  64 

8,161.68 

a  Authorized  previous  to  1883,  but  subsequently  remodeled. 
bTwo  low-pressure  cylinders. 
c  Two  I.  P.'cylinders. 
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subsequent  to  March  2, 188$. 


Date  of  con- 
tract trial. 


Con- 
tract 
trial 
speed. 


Totnl 
niaximurQ 
indicated 
horse- 
power. 


11 


S'3 
«  !s 
^  S 
s  P- 

So 

"a 
"=2 


Total 
"weight 
of  ma- 
chinery. 


Date  of  first 
commisBion. 


Date  of  liitest 

recommlS' 

Dion. 


Present 
condition  of 
machinery. 


23.28 
36.94 
35.72 

25.42 
30.61 

37.32 

25.36 
32.90 

38.25 
35.70 
36.71 


Knots. 
12 


Tons. 
264 


Knots. 
1,300 


Tons. 


Apr.  22, 1897 


1,  227. 20 


:>rov.  16, 1889 
Jsm.  26,1893 

Apr.    2,1891 

6Ang.2-3,'89 
Aug.  27, 1896 

Sept.  15, 1893 
Aug.  23, 1889 


a20.096 
14. 374 

017.5 

615. 58 
21. 9117 

Cl6. 032 
al8.205 
ol8 


(e) 


Jan.  13,1891 

March,  1890 
Apr.  17, 1893 

May  28,  1885 


(216.8 

22.5 
18.71 


10, 064.  42 
1,212.98 

3,  392. 25 

63,  935. 9 
18, 769.  62 

2, 199.  25 
6,  666. 16 
d9,000 

10, 000  (d) 
18,  509.  242 

3, 404, 529 

/1, 720 
5,  227. 14 

2,256 


1,143 
139 

39] 

480 
1,460 

290 
730 


7,212 
3,169 

4,2G2 


827.  51 
104. 73 

282.  65 


5,008 
4,256 


144. 84 
591. 80 


7,200 

4,142 

prl,092 
3,280 

3,180 


1, 705. 90 

284.58 

54.5 
400.  31 


Apr.  23, 1896 
July  20,  1897 
July  19, 1886 

Jan.  7, 1890 
Mar.    3,1893 

June  20, 1891 

May  2, 1887 
Deo.    1, 1896 

Oct.  22,1894 
Deo.  26,1889 
Apr.  17, 1889 

June  16, 1894 
Apr.  23, 1894 

Feb.  14, 1891 

Jan.  11,1892 
July  20, 1893 

Dec.    8, 1885 


Out  of  com- 
mission. 


Oct.  12,1897 


Nov.  18, 1895 


May    6,1898 

Out  of  com- 
mission. 


May  22,1897 


Mar.  24, 1898 


Good. 


Being  re- 
modeled at 
navy-yard, 
New  York. 

Engines 
good;  boil- 
ers fair. 
Do. 


Good. 


Engi  nes 
good ;  boil- 
ers fair. 

Good. 


Engines 
good;  boil- 
ers fair. 

Good. 


B  e  i  n  g  re- 
modeled at 
navy^ard, 
New  York 


Good. 


Engines 
good ;  boil- 
ers fair. 

Good. 


Do. 


Engines 
good;  boil- 
ers fair. 


Good. 


o  Estimated.  ^^„  ''5®?,¥ned.  17  At  14  knots. 

iProgresslve  speed  trials,  Narragansett  Bay.  eBmlt  by  United  States. 

c  Air  pressure,  1.4  inches.  /  Main  engines  only. 

Ab.  98 79 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 

Completed  vessels  authorized 


Name  of 
vessel. 


Dupont . . 

Ericason. 
Foote 


Gwin .  -  - 

Helena  ., 
Indiana. . 


Katahdin .  - . 


Machias . 
Manly . . . 


Marblehead  . 


Marietta., 


Massachu- 
setts. 


Mayflower. 


McKee  . 


Miantono- 

moh.  c 


Minneapolis 


Type  of  vessel. 


Torpedo  boat , 


-do. 
.do  . 


....do  ... 
Gunboat. 


Battle  sbip, 
first  class. 


Harbor-de- 
fenae  ram. 


Gunboat 

Torpedo  boat 


Unprotected 
cruiser. 


C  omposi  te 
gunboat. 


Battle   ship, 
first  class. 


Torpedo  gun- 
boat. 


Torpedo  boat . 


Double-turret 
monitor. 


P  rotec ted 

cruiser. 


Type  of  engines. 


a  Two  L  P.  cylinders. 
b  Two  I.  P.  cylinders. 


4  cylinders,  ver- 
tical triple  ex- 
pansion,  2 
screws. 

Yertical,  quad- 
ruple expan- 
sion, 2  screws. 

Vertical,4  cylin- 
ders, triple 
expansion,  2 
screws. 

Vertical,  triple 
expansion, 
single  screw. 

Vertical,  triple 
expansion,  2 
screws. 

do 


Horizontal, 
triple  expan- 
sion, 2  screws. 


Vertical,  triple 
expansion,  2 
screws. 

Single  screw — 


Vertical,  triple 
expansion,  2 
screws. 


-do  . 


4  cylinders,  ver- 
tical, triple 
expansion,  2 
screws. 

Vertical,  triple 

expansion,    1 

screw. 
Inclined,    com- 

pound,     2 

screws. 


Vertical,  triple 
expansion,    3 

screws. 


Cylinder  diame 
ters  in  inches. 


H.P 


124 

14.5 

34J 


15J 


I.P. 


224 

r&i6 

L&214 
19i 


ra22 
La22 

25 

33.75 
75 


224 


L.P. 


fa25 
\o25 


Jn, 
}l64 


"i{S 


Number  and 
tyx>es  of 
boilers. 


(3     modified 

Normand, 

[    tubulous. 

(2  Thorny- 
t,     croft. 

(2  Mosher, 
(    tubulous. 

1  Normand, 
tubulous. 

6  single-end- 
ed cylin- 
drical. 

4  double 
ended  and 
2  single- 
ended   cy- 
lindrical. 

3  double- 
ended  and 
2  single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

2  double- 
ended  and 
1  single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

2  marine 
loc  cm  o  - 
tive. 


3  double- 
ended  and 
2  single 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

2  Babcock 
and  "Wil- 
cox tubu- 
lous. 

4  double- 
ended  and 
2  single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical, 

2  single-end- 
ed cylin- 
drical and 
1  vertical. 


2  Thorny- 
croft. 

6  single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 


i  double- 
ended  and 
2  single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 


Total 
grate 


Sq.ft. 
160.6 


126 
616 


1,870 
4,800 
19, 194. 64 


12,  IDO 


1,  520. 2 


Total 
heating 
surface. 


Sq.ft 
8,  287.  7 


19, 194.  64 


8,  781. 12 


50, 147. 18 


c  Authorized  previous  to  1883,  but  subsequently  remodeled. 
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He 
S  != 


51.60 

55.27 

55.39 
49.21 
38.1 
31.16 

26.96 


63.00 
23.8 


Date  of  con- 
tract trial. 


Oct.   27,1894 

J>m625, 1897 
Mar.  3,1898 
Mar.  29, 1897 
Oct.    18,1895 

Apr.    7,1897 

Oct.   31,1896 

June  10, 1893 


!>24 

24. 534 
20.88 
15. 497 
15.  647 


Deo.     7, 1893 

May  26, 1897 
Apr.  25, 1896 


May    2,1898 


Con- 
tract 
trial 
speed. 


Total 

maximum 

indicated 

horse- 

power, 


Knots, 


61,800 

d2,  000 
(J850 
1, 988. 18 
9, 738. 49 


1,  873. 41 


16. 464 

17 

18.44 


16.207910,402.66 


19.82 


July  14, 1894    23.  073 


aAt  14.5  knots. 
bEstimated. 


/860 


1,426 


Tim*. 
43 


Knotn. 
ffll,247 


el,  236 


274 
1,550 


1,600 


1,560 


h  £ 
S  ft 


2,200 
3,720 

4,000 


1,900 


Total 
weight 
of  ma- 
chinery. 


Tons, 
b  62. 75 


55 

60.82 

16.60 

185. 18 

1, 059. 02 

1, 057. 43 


429. 90 


110. 15 


Date  of  first 
commission. 


Date  of  latest 

recommis- 

sion. 


Sept.  23, 1897 

Feb.  18,1897 

Aug.  7,1897 
Apr.  4,1898 
July  8,1897 
No-fr.  20, 1895 

June  16, 1897 

Feb.  20,1896 

July  20, 1893 


Present 
condition  of 
machinery. 


Mar.  10, 1898 


5,470 

4, 500  1, 061. 92 


1,520 


6,300 


509. 77 


1, 671. 62 


Apr.    2,1894 

Sept.   1,1897 
June  10, 1896 

Mar.  24, 1898 

May  16, 1898 
Oct.   27,1891 

Deo.  13,1894 


Mar.  IP,  1898 


Good. 


E  ngines 
good,  boil- 
ers fair. 


Good. 


Built  by 
Yarrow, 
England. 

Good. 


Do. 


Former  ly 
a  c  h  t 


& 


a  y  - 
flower. 
Good. 

Good. 


En  gin  68 
fair,  boil- 
ers poor, 
aux.  ma- 
chinery 
worn. 

Good. 


c  At  14.36  knots, 
d  Designed. 


eAt  14.4  knots. 
/Two  L.  P.  cylinders. 
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PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 

Completed  vessels  authorized 


Cylinder  diame- 

ters in  inchesf 

Name  of 

vessel. 

Number  and 

Total 

Total 

Type  of  vessel. 

Type  of  engines. 

types  of 
boilers. 

grute 
Burl'ace. 

heating 
surface. 

6 

H.P. 

I.  P. 

L.P. 

1^ 

03 

In. 

Sq./l. 

Sq.ft. 
6, 241. 76 

Monadnock-. 

Double-turret 

Horizontal,  tri- 

19| 

30J 

52i 

30 

4  single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

200 

monitor. 

ple  expansion, 

2  screws. 

Monterey 

Barbette -tui'- 

Vertical,  triple 

27 

41 

64 

30 

2  single- 
ended  cy- 

383.24 

14,786 

ret  monitor. 

expansion,    2 

screws. 

lindrical 
and      4 
"Ward" 
tubulons. 

Montgomery - 

Unprotected 
cruiser. 

do 

26i 

39 

63 

26 

3  double- 

368. 48 

10,  978.  08 

ended  and 

2  single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

Morris 

Torpedo  boat . 

do 

12i 

18 

25 

IH 

2    modified 

80.00 

4,004 

Norman  d. 

fal7 
\a24 

tubulons. 

NasbviUe.... 

Grunboat 

Vertical,  quad- 

11 

}34 

18 

4  Yarrow, 

142 

6,350 

ruple    expan- 

tubulons 

sion,  2  screws. 

and  2  sin- 
gle ended 
cylindric- 

Newark 

Protected 
cruiser. 

Horizontal,  tri- 
ple expansion, 
2  screws. 

34 

62 

76 

40 

4  double- 
ended  and 
2    single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

661.4 

17,291.8 

WftTpr^yldflTna  ft 

do 

Vertical,  triple 
expansion,    2 

31 

46 

70 

30 

4  doub le- 

c480 

i^l  \J  W  \jl-  liOuiJ-LO  1/ 

ended  cy- 

screws. 

lindrical 
(also    1 
smalldon- 
key   boil- 
er). 
2  single-end- 

Newport  

Composite 
gunboat. 

Vertical,  triple 

16i 

23i 

36 

30 

78 

2,524 

expansion,     1 
screw. 

ed    cylin- 
drical. 

New  York . . . 

Armored 
cruiser.first 
rate. 

4  vertical,  triple 
expansion,    2 
screws. 

32 

47 

72 

42 

6   double- 
ended  and 
2  single- 
ended  oy- 
Itndrioal. 

1, 051. 96 

32,957.80 

Olympia 

Protected 
cruiser. 

Vertical,  triple 
expansion,    2 
screws. 

42 

59 

92 

42 

4   double- 
ended  and 
2  single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

824 

28, 298.  64 

Oregon 

Battle  ship, 
first  class. 

do 

344 

48 

76 

42 

do 

616 

18, 751 

Petrel 

Gunboat 

Horizon  tal,com- 
p  onnd ,      1 
screw. 

25 

46 

33 

2  cylindrical 
straight- 
way. 

93.2 

2,-96 

PhiladelpUia. 

Protected 
cruiser. 

Horizontal,  tri- 
ple expansion, 
2  screws. 

38 

58 

86 

40 

4    double- 
ended  and 
2  single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

645.4 

20,988.78 

Porter 

Torpedo  boat . 

4-cylinder,v6rti- 
cal  triple  ex- 
pansion,    2 
screws. 

16 

22i 

fa25 
\a25 

}l6i 

(3  modified 
<    Normand, 
I    tubulons. 

■  160.  6 

8,287.7 

Prmceton 

Composite 
gunboat. 

Vertical,   triple 
expansion,     1 

15i 

23J 

36 

30 

2  single-end- 
ed   cylin- 
drical. 

78 

2,524.04 

screw. 

Pnritan 

Double-turret 
monitor. 

Horizontal,  com- 
pound,     2 

60 

86 

42 

8  single-end- 
ed   cylin- 
drical. 

660 

12,461 

screws. 

4   double- 

Ealeigh 

/Protected 
\    cruiser. 

Vertical,  triple  1 

expansion,     2     36 
I    screws. 

63 

/a67 
\a57 

}33 

ended  and 
<    2  single- 
ended  oy- 
1    lindrioal. 

\  607 

20, 167 

aTwo  L.  P.cyHuders.         6  Purcbased  in  "England ;  formerly  Amazonaa.         cMain  boilers. 
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subsequent  to  March  S,  ISSS — Continued. 


O  4A 

.2  2 

■3S) 


35.32 


29.79 


50.00 
37.04 


Bate  of  con- 
tract trial. 


Jan.     6, 1893 

Jan.  19,1894 

Apr.  17, 1898 
May  14, 1897 


30. 80  Dec.  22, 1890 


30.44 
30 


51.60 
32.35 

22.25 


May  27, 1897 
May  22, 1893 

Deo.  15,1893 

May  14,1896 
Aag.  19, 1889 

June  25, 1890 


Feb.  10, 1897 
May  12, 1898 


(0) 
a  Designed. 


Con- 
tract 
trial 


Total 
maximum 
indicated 

horse- 
power. 


Knots, 


24.0 
16.  299 


619.0 


Wl.O 


12.29 
21 


16. 791 
11.55 


28.63 


dl,  750 
2,  535. 85 


1, 008. 75 
17, 401. 42 

17, 313. 08 

11,111.025 
1,  044.  79 

8,  814. 79 


612.  5       63, 700 


620 


10,  000 
(a) 


■3.t 


-0 
oo 


7*0718.  Knots. 
386,  2,909 


628 


232 
1,200 


1,590 
200 


310 


3,400 


5,656 


3,967 
5,000 


6,105 


Total 
weight 
of  ma- 
chinery. 


Tons. 
292.8 


32.39 
170. 74 


109.  69 
1,311.30 

1, 162. 56 


5,  500  1,  009. 232 
4, 000     112. 50 

6,354 


62.75 
104.  46 


Date  of  first 
commission. 


Date  of  latest 

recommis- 

sion. 


reb.  10,1896 
Feb.  13,1893 

June  21, 1894 

May  11, 1898 
Aug.  19, 1897 

Feb.    2,1891 
Mar.  18, 1898 

Oct.     5. 1897 
Aug.    1,1893 

Feb.     5, 1895 


July  15, 1896 
Dec.  10,1889 

July  28, 1890 


Feb.  20,1897 
May  27, 1898 

Dec.  10,1896 
Apr.  17, 1894 


Present 
condition  of 
machinery. 


May  21, 1898 


Dec.  10,1896 
July    9,1898 


Good. 


Engines 
ffood,  boil- 
ers fair. 


Good. 
Do. 


Do. 


Do. 
Do. 


Do. 

Engines 
good,boil- 
ers  fair. 

Good. 


Do. 


Engines 
good, boil- 
ers fair. 


Good. 


6  Estimated. 


c  Built  by  United  States. 
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Completed  vessels  authorized 


Name  of 

Tessel. 

Type  of  vessel. 

Type  of  engines. 

Cylinder  diame- 
ters in  incbes. 

i 

Number  and 
types  of 
boilers. 

Total 

grate 

surface. 

Total 
heating 
surface. 

H.P. 

I.  P. 

L.P. 

1 

Eodgers 

Torpedo  boat. 

fYertical,  triple 
i     expansion,    2 
1    screws. 
Horizontal, 
triple  expan- 
sion, 2  screws. 

12 

19.25 

ra22 
ta22 

In. 
}16 

(2  Mosher 
I    tubulous. 

Sg./t. 
}95 

Sq.ft. 
5,260 

San  Francisco 

Protected 
cruiser. 

Torpedo  boat. 

42 

60 

94 

36 

4  double- 
ended  and 
1  single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

567.6 

20, 133. 76 

Vertical,  triple 
expansion, 

single  screw. 
Inclined    com- 

pound,   2 

screws. 
Vertical,  triple 

expansion,    2 

screws. 
Horizontal, 

compound,    2 

screws. 

12.5 
32 
36 
36 

18 



51 

25 
48 
78 
69 

13.5 
42 
39 
36 

i  iformand, 

tubulous. 

6  single-end- 
ed, cylin- 
drical. 

4  double- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

2  double- 
ended  and 
2  single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 

38 
378 
531.6 

1,870 
8,781 
16,912.4 

Terrorc 

Texas 

Topekad  .... 

Double-turret 

monitor. 

Battle     sbip, 
second  class. 

Gunboat 

Vesuvius 

/Dynamite 

\    gunboat. 

4  cylinder,  ver- 
tical, triple 
expansion,    2 
screws. 

2H 

31 

f<l34 
\o34 

}20 

f4  marine  lo- 
\    comotive. 

}  195 

8,981 

Vickaburg... 

Composite 

gunboat. 

do 

Vertical,  triple 

expansion,    1 

screw. 
Vertical,  triple 

expansion,    2 

screws. 

Vertical,  triple 
expansion,     2 
screws. 

do  .. 

15i 
12 

14.5 

12 
22 

23i 
18 

22 

19.25 
31 

36 
28 

33.75 

/a  22 
la  22 
5U 

30 
18 

18 

}16 
30 

2single-end- 
ed    cylin- 
drical. 

2  single-end- 
ed, cylin- 
drical. 
Howden 
fo  r  c  ed- 
draft  sys- 
tem. 

6   single- 
ended  cy- 
lindrical. 
(2  "Mosber"\ 
\    tubulous./ 

4    straight- 
way cy- 
lindrical. 

78 
60 

126 

95 
220 

2,524 
2,508.44 

4,800 

5,200 
8,  001.  88 

"Wilmington  - 

Gunboat 

Torpedo  boat . 
Gunboat 

Yoi'ktown  ... 

Horizontal, 
triple  expan- 
sion, 2screws. 

a  Two  L.  P.  cylinders. 

b  Purchased  m  Germany;  laid  up  in  England. 

c  Authorized  previous  to  1883,  but  sub-sequently  remodeled. 

dPurcbased  in  England. 
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subsequent  to  March  2,  1883 — Continued. 


2 

P  O 

^■2 


55.36 
35.47 


49.21 
23.23 
31.8 


Date  of  con- 
tract trial. 


Mar.  19, 1898 
Aug.  27, 1890 


Dec.  19,1895 


Con- 
tract 
trial 
speed. 


Total 
maximum 
indicated 
horse- 
power. 


Knots. 
24.5 
19.  525 


46.05 

32.06 

41.3 

38.1 

55.36 

36.78 

Jan.  11, 1889 
May  29,1897 
do 

Mar.  27, 1897 

Deo.  1, 1897 
Feb.  13,1889 


21.15 
C12.0 
Cl7 
Cl6 

21.  646 

12.71 

12.88 


24.82 
16.14 


a2,  000 
10,  604. 32 


1,900 
e850 


dl,  600 
8,610 
e2,  200 

4,295 

1. 118. 24 
1,  079. 78 

1,  894.  37 

a2,  000 

3. 392. 25 


ft 


3  a 


Tons.  Knots 
42  61,  200 
027   4,000 


260  1,300 
830'  2,900 
300'b3,  800 


145 
235 
226 


42 
400 


1,800 
4,000 
4,000 


Total 
weight 

of  ma- 
chinery. 


Tons. 
45.41 
749. 12 


15.56 
486. 88 
692.  64 


61, 200 
3,624 


214.  93 
109. 67 
115.  61 


Date  of  first 
commission. 


Date  of  latest 

recommis- 

sion. 


Apr.    2,1898 
Nov.  15, 1890 


45.44 
264.  38 


Apr.  4,1898 
Apr.  15, 1896 
Aug.  15, 1895 
May    2, 1898 

June  7,1890 
Oct.  23,1897 
Aug.  10, 1897 

May  13, 1897 

Dec.  29,1897 
Apr.  23, 1889 


Present 
condition  of 
machinery. 


July  20, 1896 


Jan.  12,1897 


(e) 


/Needs    re- 
\    pairs. 

Good. 


Good. 
Do. 
Do. 


Formerly 
Diogenes. 
Good. 


Engine; 

foods 
oilers 
in  need  of 
repair. 
Good. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 

Kepairi  n  g 
at  M  a  V  o 
Island 
N  a  V  y  - 
Yard. 


b  At  14  knots. 

c  Estimated. 

d  Authorized  previous  to  1883,  hut  subsequently  emodeled. 

eOut  of  commission. 
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VESSELS  AUTHORIZED  PREVIOUS  TO  MARCH  2,  1883,  AND  TUGS. 

Adams  (wooden  cruiser). — Engines  and  boilers  in  fair  condition.  Out  of  commis- 
sion at  Mare  Island  Navy- Yard. 

Ajax  (single-turret  monitor). — Engines  in  fair  condition;  boilers  poor. 

Alarm  (torpedo  ram). — In  ordinary  at  Brooklyn  Navy- Yard.  Engines  and  boilers 
in  fair  condition. 

Alert  (third-rate  iron  cruiser). — Engines  and  boilers  in  need  of  repairs.  Out  of 
commission. 

Alliance  (wooden  cruiser). — Engines  and  boilers  in  fair  condition.     Training  ship. 

Comanche  (single-turret  monitor). — Engines  and  boilers  in  fair  condition.  Repair- 
ing at  Mare  Island  Navy- Yard. 

Canonieut  (single- turret  monitor) . — Engines  in  fair  condition.  Old  boilers  removed 
and  two  new  doiible-ended  Babcock  &  Wilcox  boilers  installed.  (Total  heating 
surface,  6,000  square  feet;  total  grate  surface,  200  square  feet.) 

Catskill  (single-turret  monitor). — Engines  in  fair  condition;  boilers  poor.  Com- 
missioned April  16,  1898. 

Enterprise  (wooden  cruiser). — Detailed  as  school-ship  for  Massachusetts  and  sta- 
tioned at  Boston. 

Essex  (wooden  cruiser). — Engines  and  boilers'  in  fair  condition.     Training  ship. 

Fern  (tender). — Engines  and  main  boiler  in  good  condition ;  auxiliary  boiler  fair. 

Fortune  (tug). — Out  of  commission;  being  fitted  with  new  machinery,  Norfolk 
Navy- Yard. 

Franklin  (wooden  frigate). — Engines  well  cared  for,  but  of  obsolete  type.  Auxil- 
iary boilers  in  good  condition.  Employed  as  receiving  ship  at  Norfolk  Navy-Yard. 
The  machinery  should  be  removed  and  used  as  old  material. 

Hartford  (wooden  cruiser). — In  ordinary.  New  machinery  building  at  Mare 
Island  Navy- Yard. 

Iroquois  (wooden  cruiser). — Machinery  and  boilers  worn  out  and  obsolete.  Trans- 
ferred to  Marine-Hospital  Service. 

Iwana  (tug). — Machinery  and  boilers  in  good  condition.     Yard  tug  at  Boston. 

Josoft  (single-turret  monitor). — Engines  in  fair  condition ;  boilers  poor.  Commis- 
sioned May  16,  1898. 

Lancaster  (wooden  cruiser). — Engines  and  boilers  in  fair  condition,  but  of  anti- 
quated type. 

Lehigh  (single-turret  monitor). — Engines  and  boilers  in  fair  condition.  Commis- 
sioned April  18,  1898. 

Leyden  (tug). — Engines  and  boilers  in  good  condition.    With  North  Atlantic  fleet. 

Mahopac  (single-turret  mouitor). — Engines  in  fair  condition.  Old  boilers  removed 
and  two  new  double-ended  Babcock  &  Wilcox  boilers  installed.  (Total  heating 
surface,  6,000  square  feet;  total  grate  surface,  200  square  feet.) 

Manhattan  (single-turret  monitor). — Engines  in  fair  condition.  Old  boilers 
removed  and  two  new  double-ended  Babcock  &  Wilcox  boilers  installed.  (Total 
heating  surface,  6,000  square  feet;  total  grate  surface,  200  square  feet.) 

Marion  (wooden  cruiser). — Engines  and  boilers  fair.  Out  of  commission  at  Mare 
Island  Navy-Yard. 

Michigan  (paddle  steamer). — Engines  and  boilers  in  good  condition.  In  service 
on  the  Great  Lakes. 

Minnesota  (wooden  frigate). — Used  by  naval  militia,  Massachusetts. 

Mohican  (wooden  cruiser). — Engines  fair;  boilers  poor.  Commissioned  January 
10,  1898. 

Monocacy  (iron,  paddle-wheel). — Engines  and  boilers  in  fair  condition.  In  com- 
mission. 

Montauk  (single-turret  monitor). — Engines  and  boilers  in  fair  condition.  Com- 
missioned April  18, 1898: 

Ndhant  (single -turret  monitor). — Engines  in  fair  condition;  boilers  poor. 

Nantucket  (single-turret  monitor). — Engines  and  boilers  in  fair  condition. 

Narkeeta  (tug). — Engines  and  boilers  in  fair  condition.  Yard  tug  at  New  York 
Navy- Yard. 

Nina  (tug). — Machinery  in  good  condition.     Yard  tug  at  New  York  Navy- Yard. 

Nipsic  (wooden  cruiser). — Machinery  worn  out  and  unfit  for  further  service.  In 
ordinary  at  Puget  Sound  Naval  Station. 

Omaha  (wooden  cruiser). — Engines  obsolete;  boilers  worn  out.  Transferred  to 
the  Marine-Hospital  Service. 

Passaic  (siugle-turret  monitor). — Engines  and  boilers  in  fair  condition. 

Pensacola  (wooden  frigate).— Old  machinery  removed.  Two  cylindrical  boilers 
and  a  distilling  and  pumping  plant  installed.  Apprentice  ship  at  Mare  Island 
Navy- Yard. 

Pinta  (armed  tug). — Engines  of  obsolete  type;  boilers  worthless.  Out  of  com- 
missioa. 
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Sanger  (tbird-rate  iron  cruiser). — Out  of  commission.  Machinery  removed,  and 
being  cared  for  in  steam  engineering  shop  at  Mare  Island  Navy- Yard. 

Bichmond  (wooden  cruiser). — Engines  and  main  boilers  in  fair  condition;  auxiliary 
boilers  poor.     Receiving  ship  at  League  Island,  Pa. 

Samoset  (tug). — Engines  and  boilers  in  good  condition.     Yard  tug  at  Key  West. 

Standish  (cadet  practice  ship). — Engines  and  boilers  in  good  condition. 

Thetis  (special-service  vessel). — In  ordinary.    Engines  and  boilers  in  fair  condition. 

Traffic  (tug).T-Engines  and  boilers  in  good  condition.    Navy-yard,  New  York. 

Triton  (tug). — Engines  and  boilers  in  good  condition.    Yard  tug  at  Washington. 

Unadilla  (tug). — Engines  and  boilers  in  good  condition.  Yard  tug  at  Mare  Island 
Navy-Yard. 

Waiash  (wooden  frigate). — Machinery  obsolete,  worn  out,  and  condemned.  Receiv- 
ing ship  at  Boston  Navy- Yard. 

Walineta  (tug). — Engines  and  boilers  in  good  condition.    Yard  tug  at  Norfolk. 

Wyandotte  (single-turret  monitor). — Engines  and  boilers  in  fair  condition. 

Tantio  (wooden  gunboat). — Used  by  naval  militia,  Michigan. 

The  machinery  of  the  following  vessels,  composing  the  auxiliary  navy,  is,  from 
latest  reports,  in  good  or  fair  condition :  Abarenda,  Aocomaek,  Active,  Aileen,  Alba- 
tross, Alexander,  Algonquin,  Alice,  Apache,  Arctic,  Armeria,  Bache,  Badger,  Blake,  Bru- 
tus, Buffalo,  Cmsar,  Calumet,  Cassius,  Celtic,  Cheyenne,  Chickasaw,  Choctaw,  Corwin, 
Dixie,  Dorothea,  Eagle,  East  Boston,  Elfrida,  Enquirer,  Fish  Hawk,  Fortune,  Free  Lance, 
I^'oUc,  Gedney,  Glacier,  Gloucester,  Governor  Bussell,  Grant,  Gresham,  Guthrie,  Hamil- 
ton, Hannibal,  Harvard,  Hawk,  Hector,  Hercules,  Hist,  Hornet,  Hudson,  Huntress,  Inca, 
Iris,  Iroquois,  Iwana,  Justin,  Kanawha,  Lebanon,  Leonidas,  Leyden,  Mangrove,  Manning, 
Maple,  Marcellus,  Massasoit,  McArthur,  McCulloch,  McLane,  Modoc,  Mohawk,  MoitHI, 
Nanshan,  Narkeeta,  Nero,  Nezinscot,  Niagara,  Nina,  Oneida,  Osceola,  Panther,  Patterson, 
Pawnee,  Peoria,  Perry,  Piscataqua,  Pompey,  Ponllac,  Potomac,  Powhatan,  Prairie,  Bain- 
bow,  Besolute,  Bestless,  Socket,  Bush,  Samoset,  Saturn,  Scindia,  Scipio,  Scorpion,  Semi- 
nole, Shearwater,  Sioux,  Siren,  Solace,  Southery,  Standish,  Sterling,  St.  Louis,  St.  Paul, 
Stranger,  Supply,  Suwanee,  Sylph,  Sylvia,  Tacoma,  Tecumseh,  Traffic,  Triton,  Unadilla, 
Tineas,  Vigilant,  Viking,  Vixen,  Vulcan,  Waban,  Wasp,  Windom,  Wompatuck,  Woodbury, 
Tale,  Yankee,  Yankton,  Yosemite,  Zafiro. 

CONDITION  OF  MACHINERY  ON  AUGUST  1,  1898,  OF  VESSELS  COMPLETED 
OR  BUILDING  DURING  THE  PRECEDING  YEAR. 

Battle  ship  No.  5  (Kearsarge). — Date  of  contract,  January  2, 1896.  Date  to  be  com- 
pleted, January  2,  1899.  Contract  price,  $2,250,000.  Contractors,  Newport  News 
Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock  Company,  Newport  News,  Va.  Machinery  about  nine- 
tenths  completed  and  erected  on  board. 

At  the  request  of  the  contractors,  the  following  changes  have  been  made :  Diam- 
eter of  steam  and  exhaust  pipes  to  the  dynamo  engineis  increased  on  account  of  the 
substitution  of  electric  for  hydraulic  power  for  turning  the  turrets;  the  lead  of  the 
main  air  pump  exhaust  has  been  changed ;  ash  hoists  to  be  operated  from  the  deck 
only ;  change  in  location  of  shackles  for  smoke-pipe  guys ;  connection  between  the 
auxiliary  exhaust  pipe  and  the  main  air  pump  omitted;  change  in  the  arrangement 
of  indicator  cocks ;  slight  changes  in  arrangement  and  location  of  suction  pipes  and 
valves ;  slight  change  made  in  casing  and  boiler  stop  valve  gear ;  change  in  design 
of  boiler  manhdle  plates  from  dished  plates  to  double  plates  secured  by  rivets. 

The  Bureau  directed  the  following  changes :  Outboard  composition  casing  in  the 
propeller  shafts  to  be  insulated  by  being  served  with  wire  cover  with  insulation 
about  one-fourth  inch  In  diameter,  the  turns  to  be  laid  up  close,  and  the  whole  sur- 
face covered  with  three  coats  of  paint,  making  a  water-tight  covering  over  the  com- 
position casing.  Propeller  hubs  and  tail  pieces  to  be  tinned  to  prevent  galvanic 
action. 

Battle  ship  No.  6  {Kentucky). — Contract,  the  same  as  that  for  battle  ship  No.  5,  the 
Kearsarge.  The  condition  of  machinery  is  the  same,  and  the  changes  requested  by 
the  contractors  and  directed  by  the  Bureau  are  the  same. 

Battle  ship  No.  7  {Illinois). — Date  of  contract,  September  26,  1896.  Date  to  be 
completed,  September  26,  1899.  Contract  price,  $2,595,900.  Contractors,  Newport 
News  Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock  Company,  Newport  News,  Va.  Machinery  about 
one-half  completed. 

The  following  changes  were  made  at  the  request  of  the  contractors :  Slight  changes 
in  uptakes  and  fittings ;  the  use  of  magnesia  clothing  with  galvanized  iron  lagging 
on  the  evaporators ;  the  hydraulic  plant  for  power  for  operating  the  turrets  was 
omitted  and  electric  power  substituted ;  screw  stays  fitted  in  steam  ports  of  the  high- 
pressure  cylinder ;  stroke  of  the  shaper  to  be  fitted  in  the  workshop  altered ;  arrange- 
ment of  indicators  changed;  slight  change  in  boiler  covering ;  change  in  smoke-pipe 
guys;  change  in  main  steam  pipes  due  to  change  in  location  of  workshop;  steam 
and  exhaust  pipes  to  dynamo  engines  changed  on  account  of  the  substitution  of 
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electric  for  hydraulic  power  for  turning  the  turrets;  design  of  boiler  manhole  plates 
changed  from  dished  to  built-up  form. 

At  the  request  of  the  Bureau,  the  design  of  smoke  pipe  was  changed. 

Battle  ship  No.  8  {Alabama) . — Date  of  contract,  September  24, 1896.  Date  to  be  com- 
pleted, September  24, 1899.  Contract  price,  $2,650,000.  Machinery  about  nine-tenths 
completed.  All  the  boilers  are  in  place  on  board  and  all  the  parts  of  the  main 
engines  are  installed.  Most  of  the  steam  and  exhaust  piping  is  fitted  in  place  and 
the  small  details  are  being  completed.  Contractors,  William  Cramp  &  Sons'  Ship 
and  Engine  Building  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

At  the  request  of  the  contractors,  the  following  changes  have  been  approved: 
T-pieoes  for  copper  pipes  to  be  made  of  composition;  teak  wood  to  be  substituted 
for  black  walnut  for  lagging;  electric  power  substituted  for  hydraulic  for  turning 
the  turrets;  change  in  design  of  lubrication;  change  in  location  of  test  coupons  on 
propeller  blades ;  use  of  corrugated  copper  gaskets  in  pipe  joints. 

At  the  request  of  the  Bureau  the  following  changes  were  made :  The  ladders  in  the 
engine  rooms  were  increased  and  changes  made  in  the  steam  and  exhaust  piping  on 
this  account;  steam,  exhaust,  and  water  piping  fitted  for  the  air  compressors  of 
torpedo  tubes. 

Battle  ship  No.  9  (Wisconsin). — Date  of  contract,  September  19,  1896.  Date  to  be 
completed,  September  19, 1899.  Contract  price,  $2,674,950.  Contractors,  Union  Iron 
Works,  San  Francisco,  Cal.     Machinery  about  eight-tenths  completed. 

The  following  changes  requested  by  the  contractors  were  approved :  Diameter  of 
outboard  delivery  pipe  increased  from  15J  to  16  inches ;  hydraulic  pumping  plant  to 
be  omitted  and  electric  power  substituted  for  turning  the  turrets;  floor  plates  to  be 
checkered  instead  of  flat  top  corrugations. 

The  following  changes  were  directed  to  be  made  by  the  Bureau :  Additional  spare 
parts  to  be  furnished  by  the  contractors;  propeller  blades,  hubs,  and  tail  pieces  to 
be  tinned  to  prevent  galvanic  action ;  safety  sluice  valves  to  be  fitted  inboard  of  the 
main  injection  and  outboard  delivery  valve. 

Gunboat  No.  13  (Princeton). — Date  of  contract,  November  20, 1895.  Date  to  be  com- 
pleted, February  20,  1896.  Contract  piice,  $230,000.  Contractors  John  H.  Dialogue 
&  Son,  Camden,  N.  J.  Vessel  completed  and  Bureaus  recommended  preliminary 
acceptance  July  8,  1898,  and  vessel  now  in  commission. 

Torpedo  boat  No.  4  (Badgers). — Date  of  contract,  May  3, 1895.  Date  to  be  completed, 
August  3,  1896.  Contract  price,  $97,500.  Contractors,  Columbian  Iron  Works  and 
Drj  Dock  Company,  Baltimore,  Md.  The  machinery  having  passed  a  successful 
trial  the  boat  was  preliminarily  accepted  April  19,  1898. 

Torpedo  boat  No.  5  ( Winslow). — Date  of  contract.  May  3,  1895.  Date  to  be  com- 
pleted, August  3, 1896.  Contract  price,  $97,500.  Contractors,  Columbian  Iron  Works 
and  Dry  Dock  Company,  Baltimore,  Md.  The  machinery  having  passed  a  successful 
trial  the  boat  was  preliminarily  accepted  on  December  20,  1897,  and  is  now  in 
commission. 

Torpedo  boat  No.  8  (Bowan). — Date  of  contract,  October  19,  1895.  Date  to  be  com- 
pleted, January  19,  1897.  Contract  price,  $160,000.  Contractors,  Moran  Brothers 
Co.,  Seattle,  Wash. 

The  following  changes  requested  by  the  contractors  have  been  approved:  Change 
in  design  of  lubricating  gear ;  change  in  design  of  radiators ;  dimensions  of  auxiliary 
pumps  changed;  slight  change  in  design  of  pump  check  valves;  change  in  location 
of  evaporator  blowers;  change  in  design  of  journals  working  in  bushings;  change 
in  design  of  piston  packing,  and  clothing  and  lagging;  wheels  to  be  fitted  on  boiler 
check  valves  instead  of  bent  handlebars ;  omission  of  speaking  tube  between  engine 
rooms ;  change  in  the  method  of  securing  the  rods  in  the  main  pistons. 

At  the  requ-  nt  of  the  Bureau,  steam,  exhaust,  and  water  piping  was  fitted  for  the 
air  compressors  for  torpedoes. 

The  machinery  has  been  completed  but  has  not  yet  been  tried. 

Torpedo  boat  No.  9  (Dahlgren). — Date  of  contract,  October  6, 1896.  Date  to  be  com- 
pleted, April  6,  1898.  Contract  price,  $194,000.  Contractors,  Bath  Iron  Works, 
Bath,  Me.     Machinery  about  75  per  cent  completed. 

At  the  request  of  the  contractors  the  following  changes  have  been  approved: 
Hand  wheels  on  the  injection  and  outboard  delivery  valves  to  be  omitted  and  ratch- 
ets substituted ;  change  in  design  of  bed  plates ;  engine  columns  to  be  made  of  manga- 
nese bronze  instead  of  cast  steel;  throttle  valve  casing  and  head  of  feed- water 
heaters  to  be  made  of  manganese  bronze  instead  of  cast  steel ;  5  and  7  inch  steam 
pipes  to  be  lap-welded  steel  pipe  instead  of  solid  drawn. 

Torpedo  boat  No.  10  (T.  A.  M.  Craven). — All  data  for  this  vessel  the  same  as  that 
for  torpedo  boat  No.  9,  the  Dahlgren. 

Torpedo  boat  No.  11  (Fa/rragut). — Date  of  contract,  October  5,  1896.  Date  to  be 
completed,  October  5,  1898.  Contract  price,  $227,500.  Contractors,  Union  Iron 
Works,  San  Francisco,  Cal.  The  Farragut  was  launched  9.30  p.  m.  July  16,  1898. 
The  machinery  is  completed  and  is  now  ready  for  trial. 

At  the  request  of  the  contractors  the  following  changes  have  been  approved: 
Facings  on  cylinders  for  drain  valves  omitted;  tubes  in  distilling  apparatus  to  be 
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made  of  copper  instead  of  brass ;  change  in  pumps  for  pumping  out  hot  well ;  gauge 
on  feed  tank  to  he  omitted;  floor  plates  to  he  made  of  ribhed  plate  No.  10  B.  W.  6. 
instead  of  checkered  plates  one-eighth  inch  thick ;  waste  lookers  to  be  made  with  a 
capacity  of  100  pounds. 

Torpedo  boat  No.  12  (Davis). — Date  of  contract,  October  6, 1896.  Date  to  he  com- 
pleted, October  6,  1897.  Contract  price,  $81,546.  Contractors,  Wolff  &  Zwicker 
Iron  Works,  Portland,  Oreg. 

The  following  changes  proposed  by  the  contractors  have  been  approved:  Vertical 
independent  Blake  pump  substituted  for  pumps  worked  from  the  main  engines; 
filter  for  distilling  apparatus  to  be  omitted ;  one  gauge  glass  on  boiler  drums  to  be 
omitted;  feed- water  heater  to  be  fitted;  slight  change  in  design  of  water-service 
pipes;  change  in  design  of  pipes  for  extinguishing  fire  in  boiler  furnaces;  low 
pressure  cylinder  heads  to  be  made  of  composition  instead  of  cast  steel. 

At  the  request  of  the  Bureau  the  following  change's  have  been  made :  Condenser 
tubes  to  be  tinned;  thrust  bearing  fitted  for  valve-motion  shaft;  casing  fitted  on 
gear  wheels  for  valve  motion.  The  machinery  is  now  practically  completed  and 
ready  for  trial. 

At  the  request  of  the  contractors  the  trial  will  be  made  by  standardizing  the  screw. 

Torpedo  ioat  No.  IS  {Fox). — Date  of  contract  and  other  data  the  same  as  for  torpedo 
boat  No.  12,  the  Davis. 

Torpedo  boat  No.  14  (Morris). — Date  of  contract,  October  6,  1896.  Date  to  be  com- 
pleted, October  6, 1897.  Contract  price,  $85,000.  Contractors,  Herreshoff  Manufac- 
turing Company,  Bristol,  E.  I.  The  machinery  is  completed,  and  the  vessel,  having 
passed  a  successful  trial,  was  preliminarily  accepted  May  14, 1898,  and  is  now  in  com- 
mission. Mechanical  engine-room  telegraphs  of  standard  design  were  fitted  instead 
of  the  design  proposed  by  the  contractors. 

Torpedo  boat  No.  15  (Talbot). — Date  of  contract,  October  6,  1896.  Date  to  be  com- 
pleted, October  6,  1897.  Contract  price,  $39,000.  Contractors,  Herreshoff'  Manufac- 
turing Company,  Bristol,  R.  I.  The  boat,  having  passed  a  successful  preliminary 
trial,  was  accepted  March  26,  1898,  and  is  now  in  commission. 

The  following  changes  were  made  by  direction  of  the  Bureau:  The  oil-burning 
plant  whicfi  it  was  intended  to  install  on  this  vessel  in  order  to  make  a  competitive 
trial  between  the  sister  ships,  one  fitted  to  biirn  coal  and  the  other  oil,  was  omitted 
and  will  be  installed  at  a  navy-yard  when  the  boat  can  be  spared;  mechanical 
engine-room  telegraphs  of  standard  design  were  fitted  instead  of  the  ones  proposed 
by  the  contractors. 

Torpedo  boat  No.  16  (Givin). — Date  of  contract,  October  6,  1896.  Date  to  be  com- 
pleted, October  6,  1897.  Contract  price,  $39,000.  Contractors,  Herreshoff  Manufac- 
turing Company,  Bristol,  R.  I.  The  machinery  is  completed,  and  the  boat,  having 
passed  a  successful  trial,  was  preliminarily  accepted  March  26,  1898,  and  is  now  in 
commission. 

The  following  changes  were  made  by  direction  of  the  Bureau :  Mechanical  engine- 
room  telegraphs  of  standard  design  were  substituted  for  the  ones  proposed  by  the 
contractors. 

Torpedo  boat  No.  17  (Mackenzie). — Date  of  contract,  October  7,  1896.  Date  to  be 
completed,  October  7,  1897.  Contract  price,  $48,500.  Contractors,  Charles  Hillman 
Ship  and  Engine  Building  Company,  Philadelphia. 

The  following  changes  proposed  by  the  contractors  were  approved :  Pitch  of  pro- 
pellers to  be  made  6  feet  3  inches ;  by  direction  of  the  Bureau,  the  contractors  fur- 
nish spare  parts  and  install  radiators  and  an  evaporating  plant.  The  machinery  is 
practically  completed  and  the  vessel  nearly  ready  for  trial. 

Torpedo  boat  No.  18  (McKee). — Date  of  contract,  October  7,  1896.  Date  to  be  com- 
pleted, October  7,  1897.  Contract  price,  $45,000.  Contractors,  Columbian  Iron 
Works  and  Dry  Dock  Company,  Baltimore,  Md.  The  machinery  having  passed  a 
successful  trial,  the  boat  was  preliminarily  accepted  on  May  24,  1898,  and  is  now  in 
commission. 

At  the  request  of  the  contractors,  the  following  changes  have  been  approved: 
Change  in  engine-room  hatch;  change  in  design  of  throttle  valve;  change  in  design 
of  pipe  connections. 

By  direction  of  the  Bureau,  steam,  exhaust,  and  water  piping  were  fitted  for  the 
air.compressors  for  torpedoes. 

Torpedo  boat  No.  19  (Stringham). — Date  of  contract,  July  29, 1897.  Date  to  be  com- 
pleted, January  29, 1899.  Contract  price,  $236,000.  Contractors,  Harlan  &  Hollings- 
worth  Company,  Wilmington,  Del.    Machinery  about  one-half  completed. 

At  the  request  of  the  contractors,  the  following  changes  have  been  approved: 
Change  in  design  of  stuffing  boxes  for  the  piston  rods ;  diameter  of  receiver  nozzle 
increased  from  9  to  91  inches;  slight  changes  in  dimensions  of  crank  shafts;  hand 
turning  gear  to  be  made  of  commercial  steel;  diameter  of  high-pressure  cylinder 
changed  from  21 J  to  22  inches;  slight  change  in  design  of  piston  and  connecting  rods 
and  crossheads ;  change  in  design  of  boiler  stop  and  safety  valves ;  slight  change  in 
design  of  thrust  bearings;  threads  on  bolts  of  connecting  rods  to  be  made  special; 
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short  bends  in  exhaust  pipes  were  approved  and  made  of  copper ;  change  in  design 
of  shafts ;  certain  of  the  boiler  tubes  were  electroplated  in  order  to  test  the  dura- 
bility of  this  method  of  preservation  of  tubes;  slight  change  in  design  of  forced- 
draft  blowers ;  grate  bars  to  be  of  steel  instead  of  wrought  iron ;  change  in  design 
of  condensers;  steam  pipes  to  be  made  of  lap-welded  steel  instead  of  iron;  change 
in  design  of  thrust  bearings;  slight  change  in  design  of  condenser;  diameter  of 
throttle  valve  increased  from  8^  to  9J  inches. 

Torpedo  toat  No.  SO  (Goldahorough) . — Date  of  contract,  July  13,1897.  Date  to  be 
completed,  July  13, 1899.  Contract  price,  $214,500.  Contractors,  Wolfif  &  Zwicker 
Iron  Works,  Portland,  Oreg.  Work  on  the  machinery  of  this  vessel  has  been  very 
much  delayed,  and  is  only  about  one-fourth  completed. 

The  following  changes,  requested  by  the  contractors,  have  been  approved:  Diam- 
eter of  high-pressure  cylinders  changed  from  19^  to  19|  inches  and  low  pressure  from 
35  to  35f ;  boilers  to  be  of  the  Thornycroft  type;  only  one  curved  condenser  to  be 
fitted;  diameter  of  main  bearings  increased  to  7  inches;  shafting  to  be  made  of 
forged  nickel  steel;  design  of  pistons  changed;  design  of  connecting  rods  changed; 
corrugated  copper  gaskets  to  be  fitted  between  the  flanges  of  cylinder  heads  and 
cylinders ;  slight  changes  in  piston  rods  and  crosshead  guides ;  sight  holes  cut  in 
the  back  ends  of  the  steam  drums,  in  order  to  facilitate  welding  the  heads  in  place; 
pumps  to  be  simplex  instead  of  duplex;  general  design  of  the  boat  and  location  of 
the  machinery  changed  in  June,  1898,  which  change  at  this  late  date  has  delayed 
the  construction  of  the  machinery. 

Torpedo  hoat  No.  21  {Bailey). — Date  of  contract,  July  28,  1897.  Date  to  be  com- 
pleted, .Fanuary  28,  1899.  Contract  price,  $210,000.  Contractors,  Gas  Engine  and 
Power  Company  and  Charles  L.  Seabury  &  Co.,  Morris  Heights,  N.  Y. 

The  following  changes  requested  by  the  contractors  have  been  approved:  Change 
in  design  of  connecting  rods,  crank  pins,  and  piston  rods ;  change  in  design  of  shaft- 
ing ;  diameter  of  cylinders  changed  from  20,  29,  and  30  to  20,  30J,  and  32 ;  change  in 
design  of  main  valves;  change  in  design  of  condenser;  stern-tabe  bearings  to  be 
lined  with  white  metal  iustead  of  lignum  vitse;  change  in  design  of  air  pumps; 
throttle  valve  changed  from  8  to  7  inches;  use  of  genuine  Babbitt  approved  for  lin- 
ing the  bearings;  change  in  design  of  evaporators. 

The  contractors  have  been  very  much  delayed  by  the  failure  to  pass  a  successful 
test  of  the  welded  steam  and  water  drums  of  the  boilers,  and  the  machinery  is  about 
four-tenths  completed. 

Holland  submarine  torpedo  hoat  Plunger. — The  John  P.  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany sublet  the  contract  to  the  Columbian  Iron  Works  and  Dry  Dock  Company,  Bal- 
timore, Md.  Date  of  contract,  March  13, 1895.  Date  to  be  completed,  March  14, 1896. 
Contract  price,  $150,000.  Machinery  is  practically  completed,  but  has  not  yet  been 
successfully  tried. 


LESSONS  PKOM   THE  WAK. 

The  war  which  has  just  ended  is  the  first  in  which  modern  steam  ves- 
sels have  had  a  thorough  trial,  and  it  seems  pertinent  to  note  the  more 
important  lessons  which  have  been  taught  by  our  experience.  With 
respect  to  the  machinery  they  are  as  follows : 

1.  The  vital  necessity  of  giving  the  machinery  of  vessels  in  reserve 
frequent  tests  under  working  conditions,  so  that  any  defects  may  be 
discovered  and  remedied  before  war  makes  the  vessels'  services  abso- 
lutely necessary.  In  several  cases  defects  were  found  after  the  ships 
had  begun  cruising,  and  the  repairs  laid  them  up  in  the  midst  of  the  war. 

2.  The  great  importance  of  having  all  our  naval  stations  in  positions 
of  strategic  value  properly  fitted  out  for  repairs  and  with  adequate 
supplies  of  nonperishable  stores.  It  had  been  evident  for  a  long  time 
that  Key  West  was  such  a  station,  but  money  to  put  in  a  proper  repair 
plant  was  refused  year  after  year,  and  only  granted  after  the  war  had 
begun.  The  movement  of  large  bodies  of  troops  and  their  equipment 
almost  blocked  the  railroads,  so  that  after  the  beginning  of  the  war  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  secure  the  forwarding  of  tools  and  supplies. 

3.  That  fresh  water  for  the  boilers  is  almost  as  important  as  coal, 
and  that  a  distilling  ship  is  an  important  adjunct  of  a  fleet  operating 
away  from  a  base  where  fresh  water  can  be  readily  obtained. 

4.  That  every  fleet  needs  a  repair  ship  to  enable  the  efftciency  to  be 
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maintained  without  leaving  the  station,  and  consequently  that  several 
ships  should  be  equipped  so  as  to  be  ready  to  proceed  with  the  fleet. 

5.  The  great  tactical  advantages  of  water-tube  boilers.  This  has 
already  been  discussed  under  another  head. 

6.  That  if  more  than  two  main  engines  are  to  be  fitted,  there  should 
be  three  engines  driving  three  screws,  and  not  two  main  engines  on 
each  shaft.  The  JSfeio  Yorlc  and  BrooJclyn  had  their  forward  engines  dis- 
connected at  the  time  of  the  Santiago  light  and  could  not  stop  to  couple 
them.  An  accident  to  any  part  of  either  of  the  two  engines  on  a  shaft 
disables  half  the  power;  iu  the  three- screw  ship  this  fraction  would  be 
only  a  third. 

7.  That  there  should  be  frequent  trials  under  forced  draft  to  keep  the 
blowers  in  good  condition  and  to  make  the  men  thoroughly  familiar 
with  working  under  maximum  conditions.  It  appears  that  some  of  the 
ships  had  never  been  ander  forced  draft  since  their  contract  trials  until 
the  day  of  the  fight  at  Santiago. 

8.  That  the  location  of  the  forced-draft  blowers  is  a  matter  of  serious 
importance.  In  some  of  our  ships,  owing  to  the  demands  for  all  other 
space  for  other  purposes,  the  blowers  had  to  be  located  in  corners  or 
pockets  in  the  fire  rooms,  where  it  was  impossible  for  human  beings  to 
give  them  proper  attention,  owing  to  the  intense  heat  due  to  lack  of 
ventilation.  In  the  Cincinnati  temperatures  as  high  as  205°  Fahrenheit 
were  noted,  and  the  commanding  ofiScer,  when  investigating  the  case 
personally,  had  his  face  scorched.  The  blowers  must  be  placed  where 
they  can  be  properly  cared  for,  or  else  they  are  useless,  and  might  as 
well  be  left  on  shore. 

9.  That  the  personnel  of  the  service  should  be  adequate  to  the  mate- 
riel. It  has  been  notorious  for  sometime  that  this  is  not  the  case,  and 
we  are  providing  for  a  decided  increase  in  the  number  of  vessels  with 
no  increase  whatever  in  the  personnel.  By  sending  nearly  every  officer 
on  the  active  list  to  sea  we  were  able  to  give  the  regular  ships  a  fair 
complement  of  trained  ones,  but  had  the  war  been  of  long  duration  we 
should  have  been  greatly  embarrassed  to  supply  the  places  of  those  dis- 
abled or  invalided.  Volunteers,  however  well  trained  in  other  ways, 
can  not  entirely  replace  the  regular  officer. 

10.  That  we  must  make  provision  for  training  the  enlisted  men  of  the 
Engineer  Department.  Many  of  the  colliers  and  auxiliary  vessels  had 
to  start  out  with  absolutely  green  crews,  many  of  whom,  so  far  from 
having  the  "  sea  habit,"  had  never  been  on  a  vessel  of  any  kind.  This 
must  be  remedied  if  our  enlarged  fleet  is  to  be  efiicient. 

11.  That  our  fighting  ships  must  have  the  highest  practicable  speed. 
There  is  an  almost  general  agreement  on  this  point  among  naval  men, 
but  if  any  had  thought  that  this  did  not  apply  to  battle  ships  the  fight 
at  Santiago  must  have  shown  that  the  highest  practicable  speed  is  just 
as  important  in  these  vessels.  It  is  very  gratifying,  therefore,  that  our 
three  new  battle  ships  are  to  have  speeds  of  at  least  18  knots,  which  is 
now  recognized  as  the  standard. 

TEIAliS   OP  NEW  VESSELS. 

This  is  usually  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  Bureau's 
report,  but  this  year,  owing  to  the  vital  importance  of  sending  every 
fighting  unit  to  the  front  as  soon  as  available,  it  became  necessary  to 
limit  the  trials  to  a  determination  of  the  integrity  of  the  machinery 
under  maximum  conditions,  without  attempting  the  careful  observation 
and  collection  df  data  which  usually  obtains.  The  results  given  below 
contain  all  the  data  that  could  be  secured  under  the  circumstances. 
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Torpedo  hoats. 


Name  of  vessel 

Date  of  trial 

Duration  of  trial 

Place  of  trial 

Condition  of  sea  and  wind 

Length  on  water  line 

Beam  at  water  line , 

Draft,  mean,  on  trial ' 

Displacement,  tone , 

Immersed  midship  section,  square  feet. . 

Coefficient  of  fineness,  prismatic , 

Type  of  engines 


{High  pressure  . 
Int.  pressure  .. 
Low  pressure.. 

Stroke  of  piston,  inches 

Number  and  type  of  boilers 

Length  and  width  of  boilers 


Length  and  width  of  grates 

G-rate  surface  used  on  trial,  square  feet   

Heating  surface  used  on  trial,  square  feet 

Condensing  surface  used  on  trial,  square  feet . 

^Diameter 

Pitch,  mean 


Screw 
'  propellers. 


Steam 
>    pressure 
in  pounds. 


Area  developed,  square  feet. 

[Number  of  blades,  each 

f  At  engines,  per  gauge 

Jin  first  receiver,  absolute 

In  second  receiver,  absolute. , 


Vacuum  in  condensers,  in  inches  of  mercury., 
Hevolutions  of  main  engines,  per  minute 


Speed  per  hour,  in  knots 

Slip  01  propeller  (mean),  per  cent.. 
Air  pressure,  in  inches  of  water. . . 


GWIN 

Mar.  3,  1898 

2 hours 

Narragansett  Bay 

Smooth,  calm 

100  feet 

12  feet  

3  feet  9J  inches 

44.5 
32.35 
.3462 
Triple  expansion,  ver- 
tical. 

12i 
18 
25 
13J 
1  modified  Normand.. 
Length, lOft.ll  inches; 
width,  8  ft.4J  inches ; 
height,8  ft. 1|  inches. 
Length,  8  feet;  width, 
4  feet  9  inches. 
38 
1,870 
600 

4  feet  7  inches , 

6.  20  feet 


1  screw,  6.  05  . 
3 
204 

84 

21.3 

24.6 


20.88 
23.84 
2.94 


McKee 

May2,1898 

2  hours , 

Chesapeake  Bay 

Smooth,  calm 

101  feet 

12  feet  6|  inches. 

4  feet  8%  inches 

78 

43 
.4511 

4  cylinders ;  triple  ex 
pauslon,  vertical. 

12 

19i 

(2)  22 

16 

2  Thomycroft 

Length,  8  feet4inches 
width,  7  feet  1  inch, 
height,  7  ft.  4  inches. 
Length, 4ft.l0J  inches 
width,  4  ft.  1*  inches 
40.2 
2,294 
677.4 

5  feet  6  inches 

7  feet  2  inches 


1  screw,  11.4.. 
3 
211 

85 

23 

25.2 

307 

19.8 

16.60 

3 
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Torpedo  touts. 


1 

Apr.  17,  1898.. 

Mar  22  1898 

Mar.  3, 1898       

Dec.  1,1897 

f: 

2hour8 

2Iioars 

Chesapeake  Bay 

s 

Narraganeett  Bay 

Chesapeake  Bay 

Narragansett  Bay 

4 

=1 

138  feet  6  inches 

15  feet  

« 

16  feet 

12  feet 

16  feet 

4  feet  115  Inches 

4  feet  lOJ  inches 

« 

98 

45} 

9 

45.84 

58.60 

33.07 

56.5 

10 

.3884 

.3917 

.3503 

.3853 

11 

Triple  expansion,  ver- 

4 cylinders ;  triple  ex- 

Triple expansion,  ver- 

4 cylinders;  triple  ex- 

12 

tical. 

pansion,  vertical. 

tical. 

pansion,  vertical. 

12i 

12 

12i 

12 

13 

18 

19J 

18 

19i 

14 

25 

(2)22 

25 

(2)  22 

lb 

13* 
2  modified  Normand  . . 

16 

13i 
1  modified  Kormand  - . . 

16 

16 

2  Mosher 

2Mofiher 

17 

Length,  10  ft.  2  inches ; 

Lenp:th,  10  ft.  4  inches ; 

Length,  10  ft.  11  inches ; 

Length,  10  ft.  4  inches ; 

18 

■width,  9  ft.4i  inches; 

width,  9  ft.  7J  inches; 

width,  8  ft.  4J  inches; 

width,  9  ft.  7i  inches ; 

height,  9  feet. 

height,  7  ft.Siinches. 

height,8ft.  IJinches. 

height,  7ft.8J inches. 

Length,  7  ft.  IJ  inches; 

Length,  7  feet  6  inches ; 

Length,  8  feet;  width. 

Length,  7  feet  6  inches ; 

19 

\ndtb,  5  ft.  8  inches. 

width,  6feet4inche3. 

4  ieet  9  inches. 

width,  6feet4inches. 

80 

95 

38 

95 

20 

4,004 

5,260 

1,870 

5,260 

21 

1,195 

1,600 

600 

1,600 

22 

4  feet  8  inches 

5  feet  3  inches       

4feet  6J  inches 

5  feet  3  inches 

■'1 

Port,  7  feet  8}  inches ; 
starboard,  7  feet  11 

24 

board,  6. 19  feet. 

starboard,  7  feet  11 

inches. 

inches. 

2  screws,  12  10 

2  screws  19. 35 

•'=1 

3 

3 

3 

3 

26 

Port,  192;  starboard. 

231.8 

196.8 

Port,  248;    starboard. 

27 

191. 

237. 

Port,  79. 1:  starboard, 

Port,  94,2;  starboard. 

78.6 

Port,  82.7;  starboard, 

28 

79.3. 

73.6. 

79. 

Port,  21.  7;  starboard. 

Port,  24.8;  starboard. 

21.8 

Port,  29.2;  starboard, 

29 

20.4. 

24.9. 

27.1. 

25 

Port,  22. 75;  starboard, 
23.5. 

23.4 

Port,  22. 15 ;  starboard, 
22. 75. 

30 

Port,452. 5 ;  starboard. 

404 

439.4 

Port,394. 55;  starboard, 

31 

451.4. 

393.  3. 

24 

(a) 

21. 15 

24.82 

32 

13.52 

520.31 

19.4 

18.27 

33 

li 

3.47 

3.3 

".25 

34 

a  See  table  followiDg. 


6  At  24.  91  knots. 
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U.  S.  S.  Princeton. 


1 

2 
3 

i 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
87 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

60 
51 
52 
S3 


Name  of  vesael 

Date  of  trial 

Duration  of  trial 

Place  of  trial , 

Condition  of  sea  and  wind 

Length  on  water  line,  feet 

Beam,  feet 

Draft,  mean,  on  trial,  feet 

Displacement,  tons 

Immersed  midship  section,  square  feet 

Coeificient  of  fineness  (prismatic) 

Type  of  engines 

{High  pressure . 
Int.  pressure — 
Low  pressure... 

Stroke  of  pistons,  inches 

Number  and  typeof  boilers 

Length  and  diameter  of  boilers,  feet 

Furnaces,  number  and  diameter 

G-rate  surface  used  on  trial,  square  feet 

Heating  surface  used  on  trial,  square  feet 

Condensing  surface  used  on  trial,  square  feet . 
/"Diameter,  feet 

.Screw  propeller.  i^,tkre%efsquar-efeei: 

[Number  of  blades 

In  boilers,  per  gauge 

At  engines,  per  gauge  

In  first  receiver,  absolute — 
,In  second  receiver,  absoluto. 

Vacuum  in  condenser  in  inches  of  mercury 

Kevolations  of  main  engines  per  minute 

High  pressure 

Int.  pressure 

Low  pressure 

Et^uivalent  on  low  pressure. 

High  pressure 

Int.  pressure 

Low  pressure 

1  Aggregate,  main  engine 

Air  pump 

Circulatmg.pump  engines 

Feed  pumps 

Blowers  (estimated) 
Other  auxiUariea  — 
Aggregate,  mean,  of  all  auxiliary  machinery 

Speed  per  hoar,  knots 

Slip  of  propeller  (mean),  per  cent , 

Indicated  tnrust  (main  engines  only),  per  square  foot  of  developed 
area  of  propellers  in  pounds. 

I.  H.  P.  per  square  foot  of  grate,  based  on  totall.  H.  P 

Heating  surface  per  I.  H.  P.,  based  on  total  I.  H.  P 

Condensing  surface  per  I.  H.  P.,  based  on  I.  H.  P.  lines  40  and  42 — 
Air  pressure  in  inches  of  water 


Steam  pressure 
in  pounds. 


Mean  pressures, 

'    in  pounds  per 

square  inch. 


Indicated  horse- 
power. 


Phinceton  (gunboat  No.  13). 
May  12,  1898. 
Four  hours. 
Delaware  Biver. 
Smooth,  no  wind. 
168. 33 
36 

12.25 
1,035 
360 
.487 
Triple  expansion,  vertical 
15.25 
23.50 
36 
30 
Two  single  ended. 
10'  6"  by  10'  6". 
Four  36". 

78 
2,  624.  04 
1,120 
10 
10 
31 
4 
166.5 
144.2 
38.4 
19.2 
26 
122.7 
65.6 
39.5 
20.8 
49.05 
217 
315 
391 
923 
Worked  from  main  engine. 
2.62 
4.81 
10.00 
4.03 
21.36 
10.64 
8.7 
916 

12.1 
2.67 
1.21 
14 
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Progressive  trials  of  the  Eodgera. 


Speed. 

I.  H.  P. 

Knots. 

17.  224 

774.  94 

18.65 

1, 108. 7 

19.89 

1,  426.  6 

20.99 

1,  699.  3 

22.36 

2,  040.  71 

23.53 

2,277 

24.00 

2,316 

24.91 

2, 411. 9 

Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  W.  Melville, 
Engineer  in  Chief,  U.  8.  N.,  Chief  of  Bureau. 
Tlie  Secretary  of  the  M^avy. 


EEPOET  OF  THE  PAYMASTER-GENERAL  OF  THE  NAVY. 

chief  of  the  bureau  of  supplies  and  accounts. 

Navy  Depabtktbnt, 
Bureau  op  Supplies  and  Accounts, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  1, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  the  Paymaster-General 
of  the  Navy  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,.  1898,  with  estimates  of 
appropriations  for  the  coming  fiscal  year  and  tabulated  statements,  as 
follows : 

A. — General  financial  statement. 

B. — Statement  showing  receipts  and  expenditures  of  provisions,  clothing,  and  small 
stores,  and  contingent,  and  balances  otl  hand  June  30, 1898. 

C. — Statement  of  expenditures  of  money  and  material  at  shore  stations  and  objects 
to  which  applied. 

D. — Statement  showing  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  navy-yards  and  stations. 

E. — Statement  showing  the  value  of  real  estate  and  chattels  and  machinery  plant 
at  the  several  navy- yards  and  stations  June  30, 1898. 

F. — Statement  of  payments  through  the  Paymaster-General's  Office  on  contract, 
open-purchase,  and  open-contract  vouchers. 

G. — Statement  showing  the  value  of  supplies  on  hand  July  1, 1897,  the  receipts  from 
purchase  and  other  sources,  and  the  expenditures  during  the  year,  and  the  balance 
on  hand  June  30, 1898. 

H. — Statement  of  the  value  of  stores  received  and  expended  on  board  ships  in 
commission. 

I. — Statement  showing  the  cost  of  maintaining  ships  in  commission. 

K. — Statement  of  public  sales  of  Government  property. 

L. — Schedule  of  proposals  received. 

The  outbreak  of  hostilities  found  the  supply  department  of  the  Navy 
organized  under  a  system  that  for  more  than  eight  years  had  been  in 
process  of  thoughtful  and  painstaking  development.  Under  it  the 
strain  of  the  war  was  easily  met  and  sustained  throughout  with  satis- 
factory results.  The  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts  has,  through 
the  pay  officers  of  the  Navy,  furnished  ships,  navy-yards  and  naval 
stations  with  pay,  provisions,  clothing,  and  all  that  was  required  to  ren- 
der and  keep  them  ready  for  service,  making  all  purchases  for  the  Navy, 
Ab.  98 80 
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directing  all  shipments  of  supplies,  and  maintaining  accounts  covering 
the  entire  naval  establishment.  During  the  period  of  active  operations 
193  vessels  were  furnished  and  kept  supplied  with  all  necessary  stores, 
embracing  articles  of  every  nature.  Early  in  March  the  Bureau  com- 
menced making  shipments  to  Key  West,  establishing  there  a  base  of 
supplies,  where  stores  for  8,000  men  for  three  months  were  constantly 
kept.  Supplies  for  4,000  men  for  three  months  were  assembled  and 
maintained  at  Mare  Island,  California;  for  4,000  men  for  the  same 
period  at  Norfolk,  and  for  9,000  men  at  New  York. 

With  a  probability  of  early  hostilities,  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Asiatic  fleet  was  directed  early  in  April  to  till  his  ships  with  supplies 
and  to  purchase  a  collier  and  supply  ship.  Within  forty-eight  hours 
thereafter  the  Nanshan  and  Zafiro  were  bought  on  the  station  and  the 
latter  loaded  with  provisions,  so  that  when  war  was  declared  the 
Asiatic  fleet  was  in  possession  of  supplies  for  five  months.  Early  in 
May  the  City  of  PeMng  was  dispatched  from  San  Francisco  with  three 
months'  additional  provisions  for  the  fleet  and  a  large  consignment  of 
miscellaneous  stores. 

On  May  7th,  one  week  from  the  day  of  her  purchase,  the  refrigerating 
steamer  Supply  sailed  for  the  fleet  off  Cuba,  loaded  with  fresh  meats, 
vegetables,  fruit,  ice,  and  other  supplies.  The  Geltie  was  also  purchased, 
and  speedily  sailed  with  300,000  pounds  of  beef  and  mutton  in  cold 
storage,  300,000  pounds  of  fresh  vegetables,  500  tons  of  ice,  and  a  large 
general  cargo. 

Early  in  June  steps  were  taken  to  provide  the  ships  at  Manila  with 
fresh  provisions.  A  refrigeratiug  steamer  was  dispatched  and  reached 
Manila  July  8  with  600,000  pounds  of  fresh  meats,  600,000  pounds  fresh 
vegetables,  and  other  stores  for  the  fleet  under  Admiral  Dewey. 

The  refrigerating  steamer  Glacier  was  also  purchased,  fitted  out  in 
a  similar  manner  as  the  Celtic,  and  dispatched  to  the  ships  off  Cuba. 

The  transfer  to  the  Navy  of  the  revenue-cutter  vessels,  light-house 
tenders,  and  the  Naval  Militia,  together  with  the  large  addition  to  the 
regular  naval  force  by  enlistments,  resulted  in  a  sudden  and  greatly 
increased  demand  for  clothing,  necessitating  the  manufacture  within  a 
very  short  period  of  over  1,000,000  garments.  This  prompt  addition  to 
the  stock  on  hand  enabled  the  Bureau  to  satisfactorily  meet  the  demands 
of  the  service. 

Notwithstanding  the  expedition  necessarily  employed  in  the  procure- 
ment of  supplies  and  in  the  manufacture  of  clothing,  the  usual  stand- 
ards were  adhered  to  and  careful  inspections  made.  Contractors  were 
held  strictly  to  rigid  specifications,  with  the  result  that  the  supplies 
delivered  were  the  best  of  their  kind.  A  comparison  of  prices  paid 
during  the  war  with  those  paid  previous  to  it  for  articles  procured  under 
contract  after  public  advertisement,  as  well  as  for  those  purchased  in 
the  open  market,  shows  that  they  were  in  most  cases  no  higher,  and  in 
many  cases  lower,  than  before  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  The 
amount  paid  during  the  fiscal  year  for  supplies  purchased  was  $11,422,- 
640.65. 

When  the  Bureau  was  informed  that  1,720  Spanish  prisoners  from 
Admiral  Cervera's  fleet  were  to  be  quartered  on  Seaveys  Island,  in 
Portsmouth  Harbor,  and  would  arrive  within  two  or  three  days,  all 
necessary  supplies  were  immediately  assembled  at  that  point,  and  Pay- 
master J.  P.  Loomis  ordered  by  telegraph  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  for  duty  as  commissary  of  the  camp.  When  the 
prisoners  arrived  everything  was  in  readiness,  a  wholesome  dinner  was 
served,  and  each  man  furnished  with  a  mattress,  hammock,  two  blan- 
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kets,  and  such  clotliiug  as  lie  needed.  The  provisions  furnished  to  the 
prisoners  during  their  stay  in  the  camp  were  the  same  in  character  and 
quantity  as  are  ordinarily  furnished  to  our  own  men. 
,  Great  labor  has  devolved  on  all  the  departments  of  the  several  yards, 
and  especially  upon  the  general  storekeepers,  in  the  fitting  out  in  great 
haste  of  so  large  a  number  of  ships  with  provisions,  clothing,  and  gen- 
eral stores.  Prom  the  navy-yard,  I^ew  York,  great  quantities  of  sup- 
plies were  also  shipped  to  vessels  and  other  stations.  Nowhere  have 
the  benefits  of  the  general  storekeeper  system  been  more  clearly  exhib- 
ited than  at  this  yard,  the  chief  receiving  and  distributing  depot  of  the 
Navy. 

The  nature  and  scope  of  the  duties  devolving  on  the  Bureau  are  best 
shown  in  the  tabulated  statements  which  accompany  this  report,  cov- 
ering as  they  do  every  transaction  that  has  involved  an  expenditiire  of 
money  under  any  appropriation  made  for  the  Navy. 

The  total  credits  under  all  naval  appropriations,  as  shown  by  the 
books  of  the  Bureau,  amounted  during  the  fiscal  year  to  $  137,042,869.72. 
The  total  debits  were  $58,743,929.37,  leaving  a  balance  on  June  30  of 
$78,298,940.35.  There  was  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  through  the 
Bureau,  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  $57,888,662.61,  an  increase  of 
$23,876,108.40  over  the  amount  drawn  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  cost  of  construction  of  new  ships  during  the  year,  including 
material  used,  was  $7,041,051.13.  The  amount  paid  on  account  of  ves- 
sels purchased  was  $15,141,275.72,  making  a  total  expenditure  for 
additions  to  the  Navy  of  $22,182,326.85. 

The  cost  of  repairs  to  ships  at  home  was  $3,855,030.84,  to  those 
abroad  $34,638.76,  and  to  equipage  of  ships  $34,224.37,  making  a  total 
expenditure  for  repairs  of  $3,923,893.97. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  ships  in  commission,  including  pay  and 
rations  of  officers  and  men,  incidental  expenses,  material  used,  and 
repairs  abroad,  was  $11,063,393.82. 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  the  Marine  Corps  were  $980,170.64. 

Thecost  to  the  Navy  of  the  Light-House  Establishmentwas  $56,651.92; 
of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  $162,917.11 ;  of  the  Fish  Commis- 
sion, $62,443.21. 

The  amount  expended  for  arming  and  equipping  the  Naval  Militia, 
exclusive  of  material  loaned  to  the  different  States,  was  $31,040.41. 

The  deposits  by  seamen  under  the  "  Pay  of  the  Navy  deposit  fund," 
drawing  interest  at  4  per  cent  per  annum,  amounted,  on  June  30, 1898, 
to  $288,552.65.  The  deposits  during  the  year  amounted  to  $174,216.43; 
the  amount  drawn  out  was  $181,264.69,  and  the  interest  paid  was 
$10,372.71. 

The  promptness  and  economy  with  which  supplies  were  furnished  in 
the  rush  incident  to  the  war  were  due  very  largely  to  the  ij^aval  supply 
fund,  which  enabled  the  carrying  in  stock  of  a  large  lin^Hyf  such  articles 
as  were  in  constant  demand.  '' 

The  fund  has  been  in  operation  five  years,  having  been  established 
in  1893  as  an  experiment  with  $200,000.  Its  practical  utility  was  so 
thoroughly  demonstrated  that  in  1896  $300,000  additional  were  added, 
making  the  fund  for  that  year  $500,000.  Some  of  the  other  bureaus  of 
the  Department,  recognizing  its  great  convenience  and  usefulness, 
joined  in  a  strongrecommendation  for  its  further  increase,  and  $1,000,000 
more  were  added  bythe  act  of  March  3,1897,  makingthefund  $1,500,000. 

During  the  past  year  the  purchases  under  the  fund  have  aggregated 
$1,834,190.10.  The  balance  remaining  in  the  Treasury  June  30  to  the 
credit  of  the  fund  was  $731,356.67,  the  remainder  of  the  fund  being  rep- 
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resented  by  unadjusted  accounts  for  supplies  issued  for  use  and  about 
$590,000  in  stock  available  for  issue.  Tlie  available  balance,  composed 
of  the  Treasury  balance  and  unadjusted  accounts,  is  fully  obligated  by 
outstanding  contracts  for  supplies  not  delivered.  The  issues  between 
April  1  and  June  30  aggregated  nearly  $400,000  and  are  now  running 
from  $100,000  to  $150,000  per  month.  The  entire  available  balance 
under  the  fund  being  obligated,  in  order  not  to  create  liabilities  in 
excess  of  the  fund,  new  purchases  can  be  made  only  to  an  amount 
equaling  issues  of  stores  for  use,  thus  limiting  the  scope  and  operation 
of  the  fund. 

The  claims  made  in  the  early  history  of  the  fund  as  to  its  advantages 
have  been  fully  met,  but  its  amount  is  still  inadequate  to  enable  the 
Bureau  to  cairry  as  large  and  varied  a  stock  of  ordinary  commercial 
articles  as  is  necessary  to  promptly  meet  the  demands  of  the  growing 
Navy.  All  general  supplies  should  be  purchased  under  it,  purchases 
being  made  in  large  quantities  by  contract  after  public  advertisement, 
thus  securing  the  widest  possible  competition  and  reducing  to  a  mini- 
mum small  emergency  purchases  in  the  openmarket.  A  further  increase 
is  recommended. 

Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  various  storehouses,  particu- 
larly at  the  navy-yard,  New  York,  in  the  more  convenient  and  orderly 
arrangementofstores  and  the  facilitiesfor  handling  them.  Labor-saving 
appliances  have  been  introduced  by  means  of  which  more  expeditious 
and  satisfactory  work  is  made  possible.  Additional  buildings  are,  how- 
ever, greatly  needed  for  the  reception,  survey,  storage  and  preservation 
of  outfits  of  ships  going  out  of  commission.  All  available  space  in  the 
principal  yards  is  now  overcrowded,  and  unless  additional  storehouses 
are  provided,  not  only  will  the  supply  department  be  greatly  hampered 
but  the  prompt  recommissioning  of  ships  will  be  retarded  and  con- 
siderable loss  will  result  from  the  impossibility  of  properly  caring  for 
Government  property. 

In  my  last  annual  report  attention  was  invited  to  the  desirability  of 
a  single  appropriation  available  for  the  payment  of  charges  for  trans- 
portation of  supplies,  advertising  for  and  telegraphing  in  regard  to 
them,  in  place  of  thirteen  different  appropriations,  as  at  present. 

As  was  then  stated,  a  shipment  of  stores  from  one  navy-yard  to  an- 
other or  to  a  vessel  may,  and  often  does,  embrace  supplies  for  several 
departments,  and  though  they  go  at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same 
line  of  transportation,  it  is  necessary  to  prepare  separate  bills  of  lading 
in  quadruplicate  for  each  lot  of  s  tores,  and  vouchers  in  triplicate  for  the 
freight  charges,  under  each  appropriation  concerned.  In  advertising 
for  supplies  the  expense  has  to  be  prorated  among  different  appro- 
priations, which  involves  the  preparation  of  an  unnecessary  number  of 
vouchers  with  the  attendant  amount  of  clerical  labor.  One  set  of  bills 
of  lading  and  one  set  of  vouchers  should  suffice. 

The  same  condition  exists  with  reference  to  telegraph  bills,  vouchers 
being  prepared  under  ea(ih  bureau  appropriation  and  office  of  the  Navy 
Department,  when  one  voucher  covering  the  entire  monthly  account  of 
the  telegraph  company  for  the  whole  Department  would  answer  every 
purpose. 

Were  a  single  appropriation  available  for  expenses  of  the  character 
indicated,  the  accounts  of  the  Department  would  be  greatly  simplified 
and  a  mass  of  papers  now  necessary  obviated,  resulting  in  the  saving 
of  valuable  lime  and  an  immense  amount  of  clerical  labor,  not  only  at 
navy -yards  and  stations,  but  in  the  Navy  and  Treasury  Departments. 

I  again  recommend  that  the  contingent  appropriation  of  this  Bureau 
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be  so  broadened  iu  scope  and  increased  in  amount  as  to  cover  all  con- 
tingent expenses  of  this  character  common  to  the  several  bureaus,  ex- 
cepting only  such  as  are  properly  chargeable  to  "Increase  of  the  Navy" 
and  "Pay,  miscellaneous." 

The  attention  of  the  Department  is  once  more  invited  to  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  January  21, 1881,  which  reads  as  follows: 

All  advertising  required  by  existing  laws  to  be  done  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
by  any  of  the  Departments  of  the  Government  shall  be  given  to  one  daily  and  one 
weekly  newspaper  of  each  of  the  two  principal  political  parties,  and  to  one  daily  and 
one  weekly  neutral  newspaper. 

Under  this  act  whenever  supplies  for  the  Washington  Navy- Yard, 
small  or  great  in  quantity,  are  advertised  for,  the  advertisements  must 
appear  in  six  different  newspapers  in  the  District.  I  again  recommend 
that  Congress  be  asked  to  exempt  supplies  for  the  Washington  Navy- 
Tard  from  the  requirements  of  this  law. 

There  were  employed  during  the  war  180  regular,  retired,  and  volun- 
teer pay  officers:  A  number  of  the  latter  have  been  discharged  and 
there  are  now  on  duty  134  oiBcers,  not  including  those  recently  detached 
from  vessels  put  out  of  commission  and  in  reserve,  who  are  engaged  in 
settling  accounts.  Of  these,  87  are  at  sea,  C  on  receiving  ships,  and  40 
are  employed  at  navy  pay  oflices,  as  general  storekeepers,  paymasters 
of  yards,  etc.  The  number  of  pay  officers  on  the  active  list  allowed  by 
law  is  111.  The  additional  officers  at  present  on  duty  are  officers  on 
the  retired  list  and  acting  pay  officers  appointed  for  temporary  service. 
As  soon  as  peace  is  established  these  will  no  longer  be  available. 
Officers  are  required  immediately  for  three  vessels  about  to  be  commis- 
sioned. Should  the  vessels  now  in  reserve  be  called  into  active  service, 
six  additional  officers  will  be  required.  The  vessels  nearing  completion 
will  also  require  officers.  The  possible  establishment  of  new  stations 
will  be  another  demand.  There  should  be  a  limited  surplus  to  provide 
time  for  settling  accounts  and  in  proceeding  to  and  from  duty  on  distant 
stations.  It  will  be  impossible  to  meet  the  demand  for  pay  officers 
unless  the  pay  corps  is  increased.  It  must  be  understood  that  the 
duties  performed  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Supplies 
and  Accounts,  duties  similar  to  those  performed  by  officers  of  the  pay, 
quartermaster,  and  commissary  departments  of  the  Army,  together  with 
the  purchase  and  issue  of  stores  for  all  other  departments,  are  per- 
formed by  the  officers  of  the  Pay  Corps  of  the  Navy,  and  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  will,  at  no  distant  date,  be  necessary  to  increase  the  number 
to  160  officers,  an  addition  of  49  to  the  number  now  allowed  by  law.  I 
earnestly  recommend  that  to  meet  immediate  requirements  an  addition 
of  25  be  now  made,  10  to  be  added  to  the  list  of  passed  assistants  and 
15  to  the  list  of  assistants. 

In  closing  this  report  I  take  pleasure  in  calling  attention  to  the  labo- 
rious work  cheerfully  and  patriotically  performed  by  the  clerks  in  this 
Bureau,  not  only  in  regular  office  hours  but  long  beyond  them  and  often 
far  into  the  night  during  the  busy  months  of  the  war,  and  especially  to 
the  faithful  and  most  efficient  work  of  the  chief  clerk.  The  duties  devolv- 
ing on  the  chief  clerk  of  this  Bureau  are  of  an  exacting  nature,  requir- 
ing large  business  knowledge,  a  wide  range  of  general  information, 
good  judgment,  and  great  executive  ability.  He  superintends  a  busi- 
ness involving  accounts  covering  in  the  last  year  nearly  $140,000,000; 
his  pay  is  $1,800,  that  of  a  fourth-class  clerk.  I  earnestly  recommend 
that  the  pay  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts 
be  raised  to  $2,500. 

The  largely  increased  work  of  the  Bureau  incident  to  the  war  has 
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been  accomplished  with  but  slight  temporary  increase  in  clerical  force, 
though  it  has  been  necessary  for  many  of  the  clerks  to  work  overtime. 
These  conditions  still  prevail  in  order  to  keep  the  current  work  fully 
up  to  date.  In  view  of  the  enlargement  of  the  Navy,  both  in  the  num- 
ber of  men  and  vessels,  it  is  obvious  that  the  work  of  this  Bureau  must 
necessarily  grow  in  proportion.  It  will  never  again  be  what  it  was 
before  the  war,  and  it  can  not  be  expected  that  the  same  clerical  force 
will  hereafter  be  able  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it  without  constant 
overtime  and  night  work,  which  should  not  be  continued  indefinitely. 
Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  work  of  the  Bureau  has  been  greatly 
enlarged  in  scope  and  volume  in  the  past  ten  years,  no  increase  in  the 
clerical  force  has  been  provided  for  by  Congress  within  that  time.  The 
necessity  for  a  permanent  increase  is  apparent  and  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended; the  additional  number  and  grades  required  to  be  indicated 
later. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Edwin  "Stewart, 
Paymaster- Oeneral,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Hon.  John  D.  Long, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


EBPOKT  OP  THE  SUEGEON-GBNEEAL,  U.  S.  NAVY. 

Navy  Department, 
BuEEAu  OP  Medicine  and  Sxjkgeky, 

Washington,  J).  C,  October  1,  1898. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  contained  in  Department's  letter  of 
July  9, 1898,  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  this  Bureau 
for  the  past  year,  accompanied  by  a  set  of  annual  estimates  for  this  fis- 
cal year  ending  June  30, 1900,  and  a  statistical  report  showing  the 
health  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  1897.  The  report  embraces  a  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  naval  hospital  fund,  the  naval  medical 
establishment,  and  other  matters  of  interest  pertaining  to  the  duties 
of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

The  term  of  Surgeon-General  Tryon  expired  on  September  10, 1897. 
His  good  judgment  and  foresight  in  putting  in  order  and  equipping 
the  several  naval  hospitals  was  of  incalculable  service  to  the  Bureau, 
in  enabling  it  to  properly  care  for  the  sick  or  wounded  of  the  Navy 
during  the  war. 

Surg.  J.  G.  Boyd,  assistant  to  the  Bureau,  was  acting  chief  of  the 
Bureau  from  September  10  to  October  1, 1897,  and  performed  the  duties 
of  the  ofBce  creditably  and  efficiently. 

Medical  Director  Newton  L.  Bates  was  appointed  Surgeon- General 
on  October  1,  1897.  He  died  on  October  18,  1897,  before  he  had  an 
opportunity  to  take  charge  of  the  office  he  was  so  well  qualified  to  fill. 

The  appointment  of  the  present  Surgeon-General  dates  from  October 
22, 1897. 

In  this  report  precedence  is  naturally  given  to  the  operations  of  the 
Bureau  during  the  war  with  Spain.  From  the  time  of  the  blowing  up 
of  the  Maine  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  on  February  16, 1898,  prepara- 
tions were  made  by  the  Bureau  providing  for  any  possible  contingency. 
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The  naval  hospitals  were  equipped  to  their  full  capacity;  plans  were 
prepared  for  building  pavilion  wards  on  the  hospital  grounds  to  give 
accommodation  to  any  number  of  sick  or  wounded  thatthe  Bureau  might 
be  called  upon  to  care  for.  The  director  of  the  naval  laboratory  pre- 
pared to  furnish  medical  and  surgical  supplies  in  any  quantity,  at  any 
place,  and  immediately.  No  additional  expense  was  incurred  untU 
war  seemed  imminent;  then  the  vessels  that  were  likely  to  be  engaged 
were  supplied  with  a  full  outfit  of  supplies  for  war.  In  anticipation  of 
a  large  number  of  additional  vessels  being  taken  for  service,  medical 
and  surgical  outfits  of  a  kind  suitable  for  the  various  classes  of  vessels 
were  bought,  assembled,  and  boxed,  ready  to  be  shipped  anywhere  as 
soon  as  called  for.  There  has  not  been  an  instance  during  the  war  of 
any  vessel  having  had  to  wait  for  her  medical  stores. 

It  was  known  that  a  corps  of  volunteer  medical  of&cers  would  be  a 
necessity,  and  before  war  was  declared  or  any  law  passed  authoriziDg 
their  employment  medical  boards  of  examination  were  established  in 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  Norfolk,  and  Mare  Island 
(Gal.),  to  examine  applicants  for  appointment,  such  appointment  being 
contingent  upon  their  services  being  required.  As  the  result  of  their 
examinations  a  waiting  list  of  well-educated  medical  men  was  ready, 
from  which  appointments  were  made  as  soon  as  their  services  were 
required  after  the  declaration  of  war.  Over  2,000  applications  were 
received,  but  only  a  small  proportion  examined.  Out  of  this  number 
42  were  appointed  assistant  surgeons.  They  have  rendered  efficient 
service  and  have  been  a  credit  to  the  Navy.  Some  have  had  unusual 
and  trying  experiences,  but  they  have  accommodated  themselves  to 
their  environments  and  have  justified  their  appointments. 

One  of  their  number,  Asst.  Surg.  John  Blair  Gibbs,  was  killed  in 
action  at  Guantanamo  while  serving  with  the  marine  battalion.  He 
was  the  only  medical  officer  kUled  during  the  war. 

In  addition  to  the  above  appointments,  11  passed  assistant  and 
8  assistant  surgeons  were  mustered  into  the  service  with  the  naval 
reserves  from  the  several  States. 

The  question  of  proper  care  and  transportation  of  sick  or  wounded 
at  sea  had  long  been  a  subject  of  consideration  by  the  Bureau.  The 
coming  of  war  gave  it  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  its 
propositions  and  the  efficiency  of  its  methods.  By  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  by  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  steamer 
Creole,  of  the  Cromwell  Line,  between  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  was 
purchased,  and  designated  as  an  ambulance  ship.  The  vessel  was  sent 
to  the  yard  of  the  Newport  News  Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock  Company, 
and  there  fitted  out  on  the  plans  of  the  Bureau.  The  work  was  done 
under  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Kepair,  and  under  the  imme- 
diate superintendence  of  Naval  Constructor  J.  J.  Woodward,  to  whom 
the  Bureau  is  under  lasting  obligations  for  his  advice,  assistance,  and 
his  Energy  in  satisfactorily  completing  the  work.  The  merchant  ship 
Creole  became  the  ambulance  ship  Solace  in  sixteen  days,  fitted  with  a 
large  and  well-lighted  operating  room,  iu  which  were  all  the  appliances 
for  modern  antiseptic  surgery,  a  steam  disinfecting  apparatus,  an  ice 
machine,  a  steam  laundry  plant,  cold  storage  rooms,  and  an  elevator 
for  taking  patients  from  the  operating  room  and  upper  deck  to  the 
wards  below. 

The  Solace  is  fitted  out  under  the  requirements  of  the  Geneva  Con- 
vention, and  flies  the  Geneva  cross  flag.  She  is  the  pioneer  in  her 
work,  and  indicates  a  step  in  advance  that  it  well  became  the  United 
States  to  take.    Her  fitting  out  was  easy  of  accomplishment.    The  chief 
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of  every  bureau  m  the  Department  having  to  do  with  the  vessel  gave 
his  cordial  support  and  assistance  to  the  work.  They  gave  the  Solace 
everything  she  needed.  The  vessel  has  been  fortunate  in  her  personnel. 
Commander  Dunlap  is  an  ideal  commander,  and  the  medical  officers 
of  the  vessel,  Surgeon  Streets  and  Passed  Assistant  Surgeons  Stokes, 
Smith,  and  Bogert,  have  shown  themselves  thoroughly  competent  and 
efficient  in  caring  for  the  many  sick  or  wounded  who  have  been  under 
their  charge.  Three  hospital  stewards,  one  of  whom  was  a  skilled 
embalmer,  eight  trained  nurses,  a  cook,  four  messmen,  and  two  laundry- 
men  were  especially  designated  for  service  in  the  Medical  Department. 

The  Solace  is  built  of  steel;  3,801  tons;  375  feei  long;  44  feet  beam; 
draws  21  feet,  and  has  a  continuous  speed  of  16  knots.  She  can  com- 
fortably accommodate  200  patients,  either  in  berths,  swinging  cots,  or 
staterooms.  The  hurricane  deck  aft  is  inclosed  with  canvas  for  use 
as  a  contagious  ward,  if  required.  She  carries  37,000  gallons  of  fresh 
water  in  tanks,  and  800  tons  in  her  double  bottom.  Distillers  and 
evaporators  keep  up  the  supply. 

As  soon  as  the  Solace  received  her  stores  she  sailed  for  the  block- 
ading squadron  and  arrived  in  time  to  take  on  board  the  wounded  at 
the  bombardment  of  San  Juan.  She  then  collected  the  sick  or  wounded 
from  the  other  vessels  of  the  squadron  and  sailed  for  New  York,  where, 
on  June  5,  57  patients  were  landed  at  the  naval  hospital. 

On  June  8  she  sailed  for  Guautanamo,  and  was  present  to  take  on 
board  the  wounded  marines  in  their  fight  with  the  Spanish  troops. 

As  soon  as  the  Spanish  fleet  was  destroyed  in  the  battle  of  July  3 
she  took  on  board  the  wounded  from  the  BrooTdyn  and  all  the  Spanish 
wounded,  and  gave  them  the  care  and  attention  that  has  never  before 
been  given  to  the  wounded  of  friend  or  foe  in  any  naval  combat  and 
that  could  only  be  given  by  an  ambulance  ship.  As  it  was  the  policy 
of  the  Department  to  bring  all  the  sick  or  wounded  from  Southern 
waters  to  Northern  naval  hospitals  as  soon  as  practicable,  so  that  they 
might  have  a  better  chance  for  recovery,  and  there  was  still  space  left 
on  the  Solace  for  wounded  men,  she  went  to  Siboney  and  took  on  board  44 
Army  wounded  and  sailed  for  Hampton.  Roads  on  July  12.  On  July  16 
she  landed  44  Army  wounded  at  Fortress  Monroe  and  55  Navy  sick  or 
wounded  and  48  Spanish  wounded  at  the  naval  hospital,  Norfolk.  She 
then  went  to  New  York  for  coal,  stores,  and  an  additional  ice  plant, 
and  sailed  August  2  for  Key  West,  where  she  took  on  board  the  sick 
from  the  hospitals  and  vessels  in  port,  and  then  visited  all  the  vessels 
on  the  blockade  around  Cuba,  taking  off  their  sick  or  wounded  and 
leaving  stores.  After  receiving  at  Guantanamo  the  sick  brought  by 
the  Gloucester  from  the  vessels  around  Porto  Eico,  she  sailed  for 
Boston,  and  on  August  29  landed  74  sick  from  the  Navy  and  2  sick 
soldiers  at  the  Chelsea  Naval  Hospital.  She  then  coaled  and  went  to 
New  York  for  repairs  and  stores,  and  sailed  September  22  for  Guanta- 
namo with  orders  to  deliver  stores  and  supplies  to  all  vessels  in  Cuban 
or  Porto  Rican  waters,  take  on  board  their  sick,  and  then  return  to 
New  York,  bringing,  in  addition,  as  many  sick  or  wounded  of  the 
Army  as  the  vessel  could  accommodate. 

On  every  trip  of  the  Solace  she  has  gone  loaded  with  medical  stores 
and  supplies,  and  also  with  delicacies  and  comforts,  which  have  been 
supplied  in  abundance  for  the  sick  or  wounded  by  generous  and  patri- 
otic individuals  and  societies  from  every  part  of  the  United  States. 
Among  the  contributions  to  the  Solace  were  a  carbonator  and  deck 
awning  from  the  Rhode  Island  Sanitary  and  Relief  Association,  an 
X-ray  apparatus  from  the  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames,  and 
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conveyance  boxes  for  sterilized  dressings  from  the  Elizabeth  (N.  J.) 
members  of  the  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames. 

In  this  war  woman  has  done  her  perfect  work,  and  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Navy  is  profoundly  grateful  for  the  money  contributed  and 
supplies  furnished  for  the  aid  and  comfort  of  the  sick  or  wounded  of 
the  Navy.  Patriotic  woiAen  have  ably  supplemented  the  eftbrts  of  the 
Government,  and  their  assistance  has  been  thoroughly  appreciated. 

The  contributions  soon  became  so  numerous  that  it  was  necessary  to 
have  a  medical  officer  detailed  to  receive  them.  Medical  Director 
Bloodgood  was  assigned  to  the  duty,  and  he  has  received  and  dis- 
tributed the  stores  and  attended  to  the  voluminous  correspondence 
with  the  same  business  ability  he  manifested  when  on  the  active  list. 

Four  young  women  from  the  Johns  Hopkins  Medical  School  volun- 
teered their  services  as  nurses,  and  were  assigned  to  duty  at  the  naval 
hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  T.  Six  women  nurses  from  the  registered  list  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Eevolution  and  five  Sisters  of  Charity 
at  Norfolk  also  volunteered,  and  were  assigned  to  duty  at  the  naval 
hospital,  Norfolk,  Va.  All  of  these  women  have  done  their  work  thor- 
oughly and  conscientiously. 

The  medical  officers  of  the  Naval  Eeserves,  who  were  transferred  to 
the  service  with  the  reserves  from  their  States,  rendered  efficient  service 
and  willingly  responded  to  every  call  made  upon  them. 

The  Bureau  is  under  obligations  to  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army 
and  to  the  Supervising  Surgeon-General  of  the  Marine-Hospital  Service 
for  caring  for  the  sick  or  wounded  of  the  Navy  in  the  hospitals  under 
their  charge  at  Key  West. 

When  the  Department  decided  to  remove  the  prisoners  from  the 
destroyed  Spanish  fleet  at  Santiago  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  immediate 
preparation  was  necessary  to  care  for  the  sick.  Two  pavilions  were 
built,  from  plans  already  prepared,  adjoining  the  naval  hospital  at 
Portsmouth.  Telegraphic  orders  were  issued  for  bedsteads,  mattresses, 
bedding,  stores,  and  supplies.  Additional  medical  officers  and  nurses 
were  sent,  and  when  the  vessels  arrived  with  the  prisoners  the  well 
men  found  comfortable  barracks  and  the  sick  comfortable  hospitals,  to 
which  they  were  immediately  transferred.  They  were  lodged,  fed,  and 
clothed  as  though  they  were  expected  guests.  The  Navy  has  reason 
to  feel  proud  of  this  five  days'  work.  One  hundred  equipped  cots  and 
six  trained  nurses  were  generously  supplied  by  the  Eed  Cross  Society 
after  the  hospital  was  established. 

On  June  17  the  President  approved  an  act  of  Congress  organizing  a 
hospital  corps  of  the  Navy.  The  passage  of  this  act  is  the  culmination 
of  the  eftbrts  of  the  Bureau  for  many  years.  It  will  give  the  service 
a  trained  corps  of  men  who  will  now  have  some  reason  for  remaining 
in  service,  having  a  hope  of  promotion  and  advancement  as  the  result 
of  faithful  service,  sobriety,  and  attention  to  duty.  Its  good  results 
are  already  manifest;  changes  are  being  made  as  rapidly  as  practicable, 
and  nearly  all  of  the  hospitals  are  now  supplied  with  trained  nurses, 
and  in  many  of  them  are  apprentices  undergoing  instruction.  The 
examination  for  admission  is  rigid,  and  there  will  be  more  admissions 
to  the  corps  when  the  end  of  the  war  releases  from  service  many  of  the 
trained  nurses  now  employed  in  other  departments. 

I  can  not  close  this  portion  of  the  Bureau's  report  without  bearing 
testimony  to  the  efficiency,  skill,  and  devotion  to  duty  of  the  personnel 
of  the  Medical  Department.  Not  a  word  but  of  praise  has  the  Bureau 
heard  of  any  of  them — regulars  or  volunteers.  When  war  was  imminent 
they  vied  one  with  another  in  their  efforts  to  get  on  fighting  ships. 
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Some  have  had  greater  opportunities  than  others,  but  all  have  done 
well  the  work  assigned  them.  Surgeon  Edgar  saw  his  associate,  Assist- 
ant-Surgeon Gibbs,  shot  by  his  side  in  tue  Spanish  attack,  and  he 
continued  his  work  alone,  doing  it  thoroughly  and  well,  as  it  was  known 
he  would. 

The  medical  officers  of  the  vessels  in  the  fight  at  Manila  and  in  the 
battle  of  the  3d  of  July  shared  the  dangers  of  their  comrades,  and  should 
participate  in  the  praise  accorded  to  them. 

The  medical  officers  of  the  Solace  have  the  honor  of  inaugurating  the 
first  complete  system  of  antiseptic  surgery  at  sea.  They  have  adapted 
means  to  ends,  have  improvised  apparatus,  have  been  fertile  in  expedi- 
ents, and  have  the  satisfaction  of  having  demonstrated  that  with  skill 
and  intelligence  the  percentage  of  mortality  among  the  patients  on  a 
well-equipped  ambulance  shio  will  be  no  greater  than  in  the  hospitals 
on  shore. 

Medical  Inspector  Persons  found  himself  suddenly  confronted  with 
226  Spanish  sick  or  wounded  prisoners  in  a  hastily  established  hospital. 
He  was  equal  to  the  emergency,  and  he  and  his  associates  were  compli- 
mented by  Admiral  Cervera  when  he  visited  the  camp. 

The  medical  officers  of  the  other  hospitals  have  had  sudden  large 
accessions  of  patients.  They  were  always  readi'-  and  always  cared  for 
them  well. 

The  director  of  the  iaooratory  (our  receiving  and  distributing  depot 
of  supplies)  applied  his  well-known  energy  to  the  work,  and  never 
failed  to  have  supplies  ready  whenever  and  wherever  required.  Those 
whose  services  have  not  been  so  conspicuous  have  done  their  duty  in 
the  stations  assigned  them,  and  have  contributed  their  share  toward 
the  efficiency  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Navy. 

NAVAL  HOSPITAL  FUND. 

The  condition  of  this  fund  is  as  follows : 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,1897 $232,482.20 

Transferred  to  the  credit  since  July  1, 1897 121,  876. 84 

Credit  by  appropriation  for  fiscal  year  1898 20,  000. 00 

374,359.04 
Expended  since  July  1, 1897 188,426.77 

Balance  on  hand  June  30, 1898 185,932.27 

ESTIMATES. 

Estimates  have  been  submitted  for  two  stenographers  and  type- 
writers, each  at  $1,000.  The  two  stenographers  and  typewriters  are  a 
necessity.  There  are  none  now  on  the  regular  roll  of  the  Bureau. 
The  work  is  being  done  by  detailed  men.  It  must  be  done  by  someone, 
and  it  should  be  done  by  the  regular  Bureau  force. 

Naval  cemetery,  United  States  naval  hospital,  Chelsea,  Mass. — An  esti- 
mate of  $2,500  is  submitted  for  renovating  the  naval  cemetery.  United 
States  naval  hospital,  Chelsea,  Mass.,  for  building  fences  to  inclose 
cemetery,  laying  out  approaches  and  paths,  caring  for  graves,  resetting 
headstones,  and  general  renovation. 

The  cemetery  at  the  naval  hospital,  Chelsea,  has  recently  been  relo- 
cated, and  has  never  received  the  care  and  attention  it  should,  in  con- 
sequence of  insufficient  general  appropriations. 

Naval  hos;pital,  Chelsea,  Mass. — An  estimate  of  $45,000  is  submitted 
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for  the  repairs  aud  renovation  of  the  United  States  naval  hospital, 
Chelsea,  Mass.,  for  building  annex  for  kitchen,  bathroom,  closets  and 
lavatories,  furniture  and  fittings,  and  general  renovation  of  hospital 
and  appendages. 

The  amount  asked  for  the  improvement  and  renovatior>  of  the  naval 
hospital,  Chelsea,  is  urgently  needed,  and  it  is  requested  that  it  be  made 
available  immediately  upon  the  approval  of  the  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900. 

The  kitchen  is  in  the  main  building,  on  its  dark  side.  The  odors  from 
it  permeate  the  whole  hospital.  All  of  its  furniture  and  fittings  are  old 
and  worn  out.  The  closets,  lavatories,  and  bathrooms  are  in  the  center 
of  the  building,  away  from  all  direct  light  or  ventilation.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  keep  them  in  sanitary  condition.  They  are  a  constant  menace  to 
the  health  of  the  patients. 

GENERAL  REPAIRS  AT  NAVAL  HOSPITALS. 

Naval  hospital,  Widows  Island,  Me. — No  repairs  have  been  made  at 
this  hospital  during  the  past  year.  The  Bureau  would  repeat  its  recom- 
mendation, contained  in  several  previous  reports,  that  the  Dejiartment 
obtain  Congressional  action  for  the  disposal  of  this  property  upon  the 
most  advantageous  terms  and  at  the  earliest  practicable  time. 

Naval  hospital,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. — During  the  year  a  substantial 
frame  stable  has  been  constructed.  An  ambulance  of  approved  design, 
complete  and  modern  in  equipment,  has  been  furnished  this  hospital, 
and  which  has  added  greatly  to  the  facilities  for  the  transportation  of 
the  sick  and  wounded  officers  and  men  of  the  Navy.  The  tubes  of  the 
hospital  boilers  have  been  renewed,  the  water  tank  in  the  attic  of  the 
hospital  has  been  relined,  and  substantial  repairs  have  been  made  to 
the  roof  of  the  hospital  porch.  The  hospital  sewer  has  been  renewed, 
with  increased  facilities  for  flooding. 

Naval  hospital,  Chelsea,  Mass. — During  the  year  many  minor  improve- 
ments and  repairs  have  been  made  that  add  materially  to  the  efficiency 
of  this  establishment.  A  steam  disinfector  of  approved  pattern  has 
been  in  stalled  and  extensively  employed.  The  bacteriological,  chemical, 
and  microscopical  laboratory  has  been  completed  and  fully  equipped, 
and  the  hospital  has  been  furnished  with  an  outfit  of  modern  surgical 
instruments.  Eepairs  have  been  made  to  the  water,  steam,  and  elec- 
tric plants,  and  changes  have  been  made  in  the  roofs  of  the  ambulance 
shed  and  coal  shed.  The  sills  in  the  stable  have  been  renewed,  the 
foundation  of  the  sea  wall  has  been  strengthened,  and  the  protection 
of  the  foundations  of  the  barn  has  been  secured  by  an  outer  brick  and 
cement  wall.  The  substitution  of  a  wrought-iron  fence  for  the  brick 
wdll  on  Broadway,  authorized  by  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3, 
1897,  has  been  completed  and  presents  a  satisfactory  appearance.  The 
Bureau  has  submitted  an  estimate  of  $45,000  for  the  complete  rehabili- 
tation of  this  hospital. 

Naval  hospital,  Newport,  B.  I. — Considerable  work  has  been  done  in 
connection  with  the  grading  of  the  hospital  roads  and  caring  for  the 
grounds.  A  new  fire  main  has  been  installed;  the  building  nas  been 
painted,  the  main  wards  of  the  hospital  thoroughly  renovated,  and 
minor  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  sewerage  system. 

A  detailed  report  of  the  hogpital  for  contagious  diseases,  authorized 
by  Congress  and  approved  May  4, 1898,  will  be  found  among  the  "  Special 
repairs  at  naval  hospitals." 

Naval  hospital,  New  Yorlt,  N.  Y. — The  extensive  repairs  and  addi- 
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tions  to  this  hospital,  whicji  have  been  referred  to  ia  the  two  prevous 
reports,  have  been  completed,  affording  not  only  ample  accommodations 
for  the  increased  demands  of  the  service  but  offering  every  facility  for  the 
proper  care  and  treatment  of  the  sick.  Extensive  improvements  have 
been  made  in  connection  with  the  roads  and  walks  about  the  grounds, 
the  main  street  having  been  paved.  Considerable  work  has  been  done 
to  the  hospital  roof,  walls,  and  floors,  and  the  water  pipes  have  been 
extended  and  covered. 

A  more  detailed  description  will  be  found  under  "  Special  repairs  and 
improvements  at  naval  hospitals." 

Naval  hospital,  Philadelphia,  Pa. — Important  improvements  have  been 
made  at  this  hospital  by  the  putting  in  of  two  Keystone  filters,  which 
are  connected  with  tanks  in  the  attic. 

Additions  to  the  provisions  against  fire  have  been  made,  a  fire  plug 
similar  to  that  used  by  the  city  fire  department  having  been  conveni- 
ently placed. 

Extensive  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  kitchen,  the  walls  hav- 
ing been  covered  with  vitreous  tiling  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ranges,  three 
new  cooking  ranges  installed,  and  an  improved  hot- water  bo'iler  intro- 
duced. 

Minor  repairs  have  been  made  to  engine  house,  laundry,  and  main 
building;  also,  an  extensive  system  of  electric  bells  installed  and  addi- 
tions made  to  the  bacteriological  laboratory. 

Naval  hospital,  Washington,  D.  G. — Other  than  supplying  a  heating 
outfit  to  the  attic  ward,  utilized  for  the  treatment  of  diphtheria  cases, 
the  repairs  and  improvements  to  this  hospital  have  been  unimportant. 

Naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  Va. — The  accommodations  have  been  greatly 
increased  by  the  -fitting  up  of  the  south  wing  with  90  new  iron  bed- 
steads ;  50  aseptic  ward  tables  were  also  provided. 

General  repairs  have  been  made  to  hospital  building  and  consider- 
able work  done  on  the  roads  and  grounds.  Minor  repairs  and  addi- 
tions have  been  made  to  laundry,  operating  room,  boilers,  electric- 
lighting  system,  and  hospital  furniture. 

Naval  hospital,  Pensacola,  Fla. — No  repairs  have  been  made  to  this 
hospital  during  the  past  year,  the  only  work,  outside  of  that  performed 
by  the  employees  in  caring  for  grounds  and  buildings,  having  been  the 
installation  of  a  telephone  line  from  the  navy-yard  and  the  erection  of 
lightning  rods  over  the  various  buildings. 

Naval  hospital,  Mare  Island,  Gal. — On  the  night  of  March  30, 1898, 
the  hospital  was  so  seriously  damaged  by  an  earthquake  that  a  board 
ordered  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  building  reported  that  the 
main  portion  of  the  hospital  was  unsafe  and  should  be  immediately 
abandoned,  and  recommended  the  construction  of  a  new  building,  a 
description  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  special  reports  on  repairs  and 
improvements  at  naval  hospitals. 

Naval  hospital,  Tohohama,  Japan. — Minor  repairs  have  been  made  to 
the  buildings  during  the  past  year,  and  unimportant  additions  made  to 
the  hospital  furniture  and  outfit. 

Naval  hospital,  Sitka,  Alaska. — The  condition  of  the  building  at  this 
station,  the  third  floor  of  which  is  utilized  for  hospital  purposes,  urgently 
demands  the  erection  of  a  small  hospital.  The  building  was  constructed 
in  1840  by  the  Eussian  Government  for  use  as  a  sail  loft,  and  later,  as  a 
fish  house. 

The  lower  floor  is  fitted  up  as  a  carpenter  and  blacksmith  shop,  and 
the  smoke  from  the  forge  at  times  is  so  thick  in  the  wards  as  to  make 
the  conditions  almost  unendurable  for  the  patients  uuder  treatment.    It 
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is  built  of  logs  and  weatherboarded,  and  is  now  old  and  gradually  rot- 
ting down,  so  that  at  times  it  sways  back  and  fortli  with  high  winds  and 
is  in  danger  of  collapsing. 

The  piles  on  which  one-half  of  the  building  is  placed  are  entirely  rot- 
ten; in  fact,  they  can  be  pulled  to  pieces  by  hand,  causing  that  portion 
to  have  settled  22  inches  in  24  feet. 

The  Bureau  has  recently  directed  that  a  survey  be  held  upon  the  pres- 
ent building  in  order  to  determine  its  future  disposition.  Should  the 
board  recommend  the  construction  of  a  small  hospital,  the  building  could 
be  located  upon  a  hill  in  the  Government  reservation  back  of  the  town 
site,  where  the  sanitary  conditions  are  excellent. 

SPECIAL  AND   CONTEMPLATED   IMPEOVEMBNTS  AND  EEPAIES  AT 
NAVAL   HOSPITALS. 

Naval  hospital,  Portsmouth,  JV.  S. — The  Department  having  deter- 
mined to  transfer  all  Spanish  prisoners  of  war  of  Admiral  Oervera's  fleet 
(captured  in  tlie  battle  of  July  3, 1898,  off  Santiago,  Cuba)  to  the  navy- 
yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  the  Bureau,  upon  the  receipt  of  official  infor- 
mation to  the  above  effect,  directed  the  construction  and  equipment  of 
two  pavilion  frame  wards,  with  a  combined  capacity  of  120  beds,  for  the 
accommodation  of  such  prisoners  as  might  require  medical  treatment. 

Naval  hospital,  Newport,  E.  I.  (hospital  for  contagious  diseases). — 
The  need  of  a  detached  building  for  the  proper  care,  treatment,  and 
isolation  of  contagious  and  epidemic  diseases  was  recognized  as  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this  station  soon  after  the 
main  hospital  building  was  completed. 

The  Naval  Training  Station,  Newport,  R.  I.,  is  the  central  rendezvous 
for  the  enlistment  and  training  of  all  naval  apprentices,  who,  on  account 
of  their  age  (14  to  18  years),  are  singularly  susceptible  to  the  influences 
of  all  diseases  of  a  contagious  or  infectious  nature. 

Congress,  in  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899,  made  the  following  provision: 

Hospital  for  contagious  diseases :  For  hospital  for  contagious  diseases  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

As  soon  as  the  appropriation  became  available,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  authority  contained  in  the  above  act,  plans  and  specifications 
were  prepared  under  the  supervision  of  the  Bureau;  the  work  was 
advertised  for  June  10, 1898,  and  bids  opened  at  1  p.  m.,  June  28, 1898. 
The  following  proposals  were  received,  viz : 

William  F.  Wilhur  and  F.  E.Manchester, Newport,  R.  I $9,834 

James  M.  Gillies,  Newport,  R.I 9,842 

As  all  of  the  bids  received  were  in  excess  of  the  amount  appropriated 
by  Congress  for  this  purpose  ($6,500),  no  award  was  made.  The  Bureau, 
after  making  certain  modifications  in  the  plans  and  specifications  of  the 
proposed  hospital  building,  again  advertised  for  this  work  on  July  13, 
1898,  and  bids  were  opened  at  1  p.  m.,  July  26,  1898. 

The  following  proposals  were  received,  viz : 

Charles  C.  Currier,  Newton,  Mass $8,700 

Robert  W.  Curry,  Newport,  E.  I 6,428 

W.  F.  Wilbur  and  F.  E.  Manchester,  Newport,  E.I 6,398 

Thomas  Lonergan  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111 5,  950 

Meads  &  Reynolds,  Washington,  D.  C 5,800 

The  firm  of  Meads  &  Eeynolds,  being  the  lowest  bidders,  were 
awarded  the  contract  on  August  9,  1898. 
The  plans  and  specifications  call  for  a  one-story  building,  with  a 
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capacity  for  12  beds;  the  foundation,  underpinning,  piers,  and  area 
walls  to  be  of  stone;  footing  courses  of  concrete;  superstructure  of 
wood;  porch  piers  of  stone;  and  partition  walls  in  basement  of  brick; 
roof  of  building  to  be  covered  with  slate;  roof  of  veranda  and  porch  to 
be  covered  with  tin. 

The  contractors  have  commenced  work,  and  it  is  con  Mently  believed 
that  the  building  will  be  completed  within  three  calendar  months,  the 
time  specified  in  the  contract. 

Naval  hospital,  BrooMyn,  N.  Y. — The  contracts  for  "Improvements 
and  repairs  "  entered  into  by  the  Bureau  with  Isaac  A.  Walker  &  Son, 
dated  October  17,  1896,  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  old  hospital  build- 
ing, and  with  P.  J.  Oarlin  &  Co.,  dated  December  14, 1896,  "  for  the 
erection  and  completion  of  an  additional  building  at  the  hospital,"  have 
both  been  completed  during  the  year;  the  former  on  September  30, 
and  the  latter  on  November  20, 1897.  Besides  the  above  work,  many 
improvements  and  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  outbuildings  and 
grounds  within  the  hospital  inclosure. 

In  the  main  building  changes  and.  alterations  in  many  of  the  rooms 
have  been  made — connecting  some,  dividing  others,  providing  bath, 
basin,  and  closet  for  each  officer  patient,  tiling  corridors,  passageways 
and  vestibules  of  first  story  with  2J-inch  white  vitrified  tile;  new 
kitchen  arranged  and  furnished;  new  floors  of  2-inch  yellow  pine  laid 
in  upper  corridor  and  in  most  of  the  rooms  of  first  and  second  stories; 
beams  projecting  into  hot-air  flues  in  former  mess  hall  in  basement 
supported  by  iron  columns  sawed  off',  and  sides  of  flues  bricked  up; 
replacing  of  old  skylights  above  north  and  south  corridor  stairways; 
Ijutting  up  two  fire  escapes;  covering  steam  and  water  pipes  in  base- 
ment and  tunnel;  and  the  building  has  been  wired  for  electric  lights 
by  the  "steel  armored  conduit  system." 

The  new  "court  building"  of  two  stories  and  basement  has  been 
finished,  connecting  by  corridors  with  main  building,  the  basement 
containing  two  dining  rooms  for  patients  and  employees,  while  the 
first  story  was  designed  especially  for  the  purposes  of  a  dispensary 
and  chapel,  and  the  second  arranged  for  surgical  work.  The  dispen- 
sary has  been  fitted  up  with  new  furniture,  and  the  operating  room  with 
a  perfect  sterilizing  plant  for  steam  and  dry  sterilizing  and  all  necessary 
movable  furniture,  and  is  well  adapted  for  all  possible  requirements. 

Elevator. — An  Otis  elevator,  with  electric  engine  and  all  other 
necessary  electric  appliances,  has  been  installed.  The  car  is  8  feet  by 
4  feet,  giving  sufficient  room  for  a  cot  and  two  attendants,  with  a  door 
at  end  and  side  sufficiently  large  for  easy  entrance  and  exit. 

The  contract  requirement  of  an  1,800-pound  load  at  a  speed  of  150 
feet  per  minute  was  exceeded  both  as  to  weight  and  time. 

New  ward  building. — This  building  is  of  buff  brick,  with  Hallowell 
granite  trimmings,  143  feet  in  length,  and  has  a  frontage  of  51  feet  8 
inches,  containing  a  basement  and  two  stories,  the  first  and  second 
stories  being  on  a  level  with  the  same  stories  of  the  main  building,  with 
the  first  story  of  which  it  connects  by  a  corridor.  Each  story  contains 
a  ward  46  by  85  by  15  feet,  with  bath  room,  lavatory,  and  closets,  ac- 
commodating 44  patients,  an  office  room  and  bath  for  a  medical  officer, 
and  a  bedroom  and  bath  for  a  nurse.  The  attic,  in  which  is  situated  a 
central  ventilating  chamber,  contains  an  electric-motor  fan  and  a  steam 
heating  coil. 

The  building  is  heated  by  steam,  the  radiators  being  placed  in  spaces 
under  the  windows,  cased  in  by  galvanized  iron.  Ventilation  is  by 
direct  and  indirect  methods,  air  entering  through  grated  frames  outside 
under  each  radiator,  rising  to  ceiling,  and  escaping  through  flues  be- 
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tween  windows.  The  point  of  entrance  of  air  bemfj  near  the  floor,  the 
natural  flow  of  the  current  of  air  in  the  flues  is  assisted  by  aspirating 
coil  and  motor  in  the  ventilating  chamber,  so  that  the  flow  will  be 
about  7  feet  per  second,  not  sufficient  to  cause  a  draft,  the  air  escap- 
ing through  the  ventilator  at  top  of  building.  By  this  system  the 
amount  of  air  circulating  through  each  ward,  with  doors  and  windows 
closed,  amounts  theoretically  to  about  164,000  cubic  feet,  warmed  to 
the  temperature  of  80°  F.,  enabling  an  increased  number  of  patients  to 
be  placed  in  each  ward  if  necessary.  There  are  no  rooms  for  officer 
patients,  the  building  being  designed  for  enlisted  men  only,  and  doubles 
the  capacity  of  the  hospital. 

Electric  wiring  is  by  hidden  steel  conduit — two  wires  in  one  tube — 
system  and  fixtures  uniform  with  those  of  kitchen  and  court  building. 

Corridors. — A  corridor  162  feet  long,  15  feet  wide,  and  15 J  feet  high 
affords  communication  between  the  new  and  the  old  wards  and  other 
buildings,  leaving  the  new  building  in  rear  of  tirst-floor  ward,  connect- 
ing with  main  building  by  a  side  corridor  to  the  south  wing,  and  ter- 
minating in  the  corridor  connecting  the  kitchen  with  the  court  building. 

Large  windows  on  each  side  throughout  length  of  corridor  afford 
abundant  light  and  the  greatest  amount  of  sun  rays  attainable  from 
an  eastern  exposure,  so  that  it  may  also  be  used  as  a  solarium,  the 
width  being  sufficient  to  allow  plants,  tables,  chairs,  etc.,  to  be  placed 
witliout  obstructing  passageways. 

The  wiring  for  electric  lights  is  by  the  same  system  as  the  wards, 
with  combined  fixtures  of  the  same  kind,  and  heating  is  by  long  coils 
ot  sufficient  radiating  capacity  estimated  to  keep  the  corridors  at  70°  F. 
in  zero  weather.  The  BoUes  revolving  sash,  with  which  the  corridor 
as  well  as  the  new  building  is  supplied,  will  enable  the  windows  to  be 
so  opened  in  the  summer  as  to  afford  an  unobstructed  flow  of  air  across 
the  corridor. 

Brick  pavement. — The  cobbles  have  been  removed  from  the  main  road- 
way, and  a  pavement  of  hard-burned  red  Gatskill  brick  has  been  laid 
on  a  2  inch  bed  of  sand  from  the  main  entrance  gate  Jx>  and  including 
the  side  road  on  north  side  of  hospital.  It  has  received  hard  usage 
from  the  heavy  wagons  loaded  with  dirt  for  grading  the  paddock,  but 
has  stood  the  wear  well,  and  gives  promise  of  a  smooth  and  enduring 
road. 

Ornamental  gate. — A  large  ornamental  iron  gate  of  similar  pattern 
and  improved  construction  to  the  one  at  the  main  entrance,  and  4  feet 
wider,  has  been  placed  at  the  lowei-  front  entrance  at  Eyerson  street, 
and  from  this  point  commences  the  macadam  road. 

Macadam  road. — A  new  roadway  has  been  laid  out  and  partially  com- 
pleted under  the  direction  of  yards  and  docks.  This  roadway  is  18 
feet  wide  and  has  uncompleted  gutters  of  hard-burned  brick  along  a 
part  of  its  course. 

Grading  by  new  boundary  wall.— AW  the  earth  to  the  city  grade  has 
been  removed  on  the  city  side  of  the  new  boundary  wall,  and  on  the 
inside,  the  embankment  has  been  sloped  to  about  C  feet  below  the  coping 
of  the  retaining  wall. 

A  new  tin  roof  has  been  put  on  the  stable,  and  that  on  the  medical 
director's  residence  has  been  repaired. 

Grading  of  paddock. — About  2,500  loads  of  earth  have  been  hauled 
into  the  paddock  back  of  the  stables,  making  it  level  andbringingup  the 
grade  to  a  point  near  the  stable,  with  a  slight  descent  toward  the  wall. 

The  trees  in  the  grounds  have  been  trimmed,  a  great  deal  of  dead 
and  dying  material,  including  dead  trees,  has  been  removed,  and  a  flag 
crossing  laid  on  Flushing  avenue  opposite  the  entrance  to  the  gate. 
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Naval  hospital,  Port  Boyal,  S.  C. — The  naval  appropriation  bill  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  contained  the  following  provi- 
sion, viz : 

Naval  hospital,  naval  station,  Port  Koyal,  South  Carolina:  For  hospital  at  the 
naval  station  at  Port  Eoya],  South  Carolina,  four  thousand  dollars. 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  act,  plans  and  specifications  for  a 
hospital  building  were  prepared  by  Civil  Engineer  George  Mackay, 
U.  8.  N.,  attached  to  the  naval  station,  Port  lioyal,  iS.  C,  and,  after 
approval  by  the  Bureau,  the  work  was  advertised  for  July  12, 1897, 
and  bids  were  opened  at  1  p.  m.  August  3,  1897. 

The  following  proposals  were  received,  viz : 

K.  E.  Legare,  Port  Royal,  S.  C.  (informal) 

D.  Getaz&Co.,  Knoxville,  Tenn $5,978 

Simons  &  Mayrant,  15  Broad  street,  Charleston,  S.  C  - i,  575 

The  firm  of  Simons  &  Mayrant,  15  Broad  street,  Charleston,  S.  C, 
submitted  the  lowest  bid.  As  their  bid,' however,  was  $576  in  excess  of 
the  amount  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  proposed  hospital,  tlie 
Bureau  was  unable  to  award  the  contract  for  this  work,  Messrs.  Simons 
&  Mayrant  having  declined  to  scale  their  bid  within  the  amount  author- 
ized by  law. 

As  there  did  not  appear  to  be  the  least  probability  that  the  proposed 
hospital  could  be  built  for  the  amount  authorized  by  Congress,  the 
Bureau  determined  (after  an  urgent  appeal  from  the  commandant  of  the 
station,  who  represented  the  great  necessity  for  the  construction  of  a 
hospital,  in  connection  with  the  sudden  and  growing  importance  and 
expansion  of  the  station  as  a  rendezvous  for  our  ships  of  war)  to  supply 
the  station  with  two  portable  Ducker  hospitals  of  12  beds  each,  also, 
an  additional  one -story  frame  building  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  a 
laundry,  kitchen,  etc. 

The  Ducker  hospitals  and  outbuilding  have  been  erected,  the  work 
finished,  and  furnished  completely,  and  the  medical  department  of  the 
station  is  now  equipped  and  prepared  to  meet  any  reasonable  demands 
that  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might  require. 

The  Bureau  regrets  to  state  that  a  cyclone  of  great  severity  visited 
the  naval  station,  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C,  on  the  30th  of  August  last,  and  on 
the  morning  of  August  31  the  two  Ducker  portable  field  hospitals  were 
completely  wrecked. 

Plans  and  specifications  have  been  prepared  by  the  civil  engineer  of 
the  Port  Eoyal  station  for  the  erection  of  two  frame  pavilion  wards 
measuring  16  feet  6  inches  by  42  feet,  with  piazzas  on  all  sides,  and 
each  with  a  capacity  of  10  beds,  to  take  the  place  of  the  Ducker  hos- 
pitals recently  destroyed. 

The  two  buildings  will  be  constructed  as  soon  as  practicable,  and 
when  completed  will  probably  be  ample  for  all  the  needs  of  the  medical 
department  on  this  station  for  many  years  to  come. 

Naval  hospital,  Mare  Island,  Gal. — The  present  hospital  building 
having  been  seriously  damaged  by  an  earthquake,  which  occurred  on 
the  night  of  March  30,  1898,  a  board  of  naval  officers  was  ordered  the 
following  day  (March  31, 1898)  by  the  commandant  of  the  station  to 
hold  a  strict  and  careful  survey  upon  its  condition,  and  to  ascertain, 
after  a  careful  examination  and  inspection  of  the  premises,  whether  the 
building  could  be  satisfactorily  repaired.  The  board  reported,  as  a 
result  of  their  investigation,  that  the  hospital  was  beyond  repair,  and 
recommended  that  a  new  building  be  constructed. 
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As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  receipt  of  this  information  the  Bureau 
transmitted  to  the  Department  an  estimate  of  $100,000,  with  the  rec- 
ommendation that  it  be  submitted  to  Congress,  to  be  included  in,the 
naval  appropriation  bill  for  1899,  for  tearing  down  and  removing  the 
present  naval  hospital  building  and  appendages  and  erecting  a  new 
naval  hospital  at  that  place,  and  that  the  same  be  made  immediately 
available  upon  the  passage  of  the  appropriation  bill. 

The  Department  forwarded  the  estimate  with  a  favorable  recom- 
mendation, and  Congress,  recognizing  the  importance  and  necessity  for 
immediate  action  in  this  matter,  embodied  the  following  provision  in 
the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1899 : 

For  tearing  down  and  removing  present  naval  hospital  building  and  appendages 
recently  destroyed  by  eartliquake  at  navy-yard,  Mare  Island,  California,  and  erect- 
ing a  new  naval  hospital  and  appendages  at  that  place,  to  be  immediately  available, 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

As  soon  as  the  appropriation  became  available,  and  in  compliance 
with  the  Department's  instructions,  Mr.  William  M.  Poindexter,  an 
architect  of  this  city,  was  authorized  by  the  Bureau  to  prepare  plans, 
specifications,  and  detail  drawings  for  the  new  naval  hospital  building. 

The  work  was  advertised  for  ou  September  1, 1898,  and  bids  for  the 
same  will  be  opened  in  this  Bureau  at  1  p.  m.,  October  12, 1898. 

The  new  hospital  will  be  constructed  on  the  foundation  walls  of  the 
old  building,  so  far  as  the  old  work  will  conform  to  the  new  conditions 
and  requirements.  The  plans  and  specifications  of  the  new  building 
provide  for  a  generous  increase  of  area  for  the  administrative  depart- 
ments of  the  hospital  on  the  first  and  second  stories,  and  for  eight  suites 
of  rooms  (each  suite  consisting  of  a  parlor,  bedroom,  bathroom,  and 
water-closet)  for  sick  oflcers  on  the  third  floor.  The  rear  extension  of 
the  hospital  provides  ample  accommodations  for  the  kitchen,  offices, 
and  mess  halls  on  the  first  floor;  etherizing,  operating  and  recovery 
rooms,  dispensary  and  chapel,  on  the  second  floor,  and  bedrooms  for  the 
use  of  attendants  on  the  third  floor. 

The  basement  of  the  entire  building  will  be  used  for  no  other  purposes 
than  for  general  storage,  water-closets,  and  one  large  room  for  a  men's 
smoking  room. 

In  every  department  of  the  proposed  building  particular  attention 
has  been  bestowed  on  all  sanitary  matters  and  appliances,  and  to  the 
most  approved  methods  of  heating,  ventilating,  and  electric  wiring. 

The  four  wards  will  accommodate  20  beds  each,  but  in  an  emergency 
this  capacity  can  be  doubled.  Under  each  bed  is  provided  a  ventilating 
duct,  through  which  the  foul  air  will  be  drawn  from  the  wards  by  exhaust 
fans  in  the  basement,  and  expelled  through  ventilating  shafts.  The 
hospital  will  also  be  provided  with  an  electric  elevator,  to  travel  from 
the  basement  floor  to  the  level  of  the  second  floor,  a  distance  of  about 
27  feet,  at  the  rate  of  100  feet  per  minute,  and  with  a  capacity  sufficient 
to  lift  a  net  load  of  1,000  pounds.  The  car  will  be  of  wrought  iron,  and 
fitted  up  with  electric-light  fixtures  and  all  necessary  attachments. 

The  building  is  to  be  of  wood  frame  construction,  of  a  most  substan- 
tial character,  and  the  exterior  and  interior  finish  of  California  redwood. 

The  specifications  provide  that  "The  contractor  shall  begin  work 
within  ten  days  after  receipt  of  notice  from  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery  that  it  is  ready  for  him  to  enter  upon  the  work,  and  he  must  pros- 
ecute the  work  so  as  to  complete  the  contract  in  all  respects  in  six  cal- 
endar months  from  the  expiration  of  the  said  ten  days." 
Ab.  98 81 
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CEMBTEEIBS  AT  NATAL  HOSPITALS. 

The  improvements  authorized  by  Congress  for  the  cemeteries  at  the 
naval  hospitals,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y.,  and  Norfolk,  Ya.,  have  been  completed. 

An  estimate  for  $2,500  has  been  submitted  for  renovating  the  ceme- 
tery at  the  United  States  naval  hospital,  Chelsea,  Mass.  This  cemetery 
has  recently  been  relocated,  and  has  never  received  the  care  and  atten- 
tion necessary  to  place  it  in  good  condition,  owing  to  the  lack  of 
sufficient  general  appropriations.  It  is  earnestly  requested  that  this 
estimate  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Department. 

NAVY-TARDS. 

Wavy-  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  E. — No  contagious  or  epidemic  disease 
has  appeared  during  the  year,  and  the  general  health  of  the  station,  as 
shown  by  the  statistical  report,  has  been  excellent.  This  result  has, 
however,  depended  in  no  small  degree  upon  natural  sanitary  advan- 
tages, as  the  condition  of  the  sewers  has  been  unsatisfactory  and  has 
continued  throughout  the  year  to  menace  the  health  of  the  station. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  deficient  light  supplied  to  the  bar- 
racks, where,  apparently,  the  pipes  are  too  old  and  small  to  supply  the 
burners.  Eye-strain,  resulting  in  injury  to  the  eyes  of  the  enlisted 
force  on  duty  at  the  yard,  would  naturally  follow  present  conditions. 

Navy -yard,  Boston,  Mass.-  The  health  of  this  yard  during  the  past 
year  has  been  satisfactory,  the  fourth  quarter,  in  particular,  showing 
an  unusually  small  number  of  sick. 

The  diseases  recorded  during  the  year  are  confined  to  the  ordinary 
casualties  of  the  service,  to  venereal  disease,  and  to  simple  disorders 
caused  by  climatic  influences. 

During  the  month  of  December  three  cases  of  parotitis  epidemica 
were  treated,  contracted  by  exposure  to  the  disease  in  Charlestown. 

During  the  year  an  additional  story  has  been  placed  on  the  marine 
barracks  and  the  condition  of  the  officers'  quarters  much  improved. 
These  additions  have  relieved  the  congestion  in  the  dormitories,  and 
add  to  the  general  sanitary  efficiency  of  the  barracks.  The  installation 
of  electric  lights  has  removed  the  objectionable  factors  of  imperfect 
light  and  deterioration  of  atmosphere  caused  by  the  ordinary  gas- 
burners  formerly  used. 

Especial  attention  is  called  to  the  excellent  condition  of  the  military 
prison.  The  good  effects  of  its  efficient  sanitation  and  thorough  clean- 
liness, of  its  discipline,  of  the  excellent  food  and  employment  in  out- 
door work,  are  shown  in  the  good  health  and  cheerful  demeanor  of  its 
inmates. 

Since  the  last  report  a  desirable  change  has  been  made  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  open  ironwork  in  the  lower  tier  of  cells  for  the  former 
solid  woodwork. 

The  area  of  the  prisoners'  exercise  yard  has  been  largely  increased. 
The  plumbing  and  sanitary  .appliances  of  the  officers'  houses  are  in 
good  condition. 

Little  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  sanitary  arrangements — 
water-closets  and  drains  of  the  shops — and  should  the  yard  again 
employ  a  large  force,  the  accommodations  would  be  inadequate. 

Navy- Yard,  League  Island,  Pa. — The  health  of  the  yard  has  been 
satisfactory,  although  it  was  feared  that  the  turning  up  of  the  soil,  in 
order  to  build  dikes  to  retain  the  mud  and  water  pumped  from  the 
basins  under  construction,  would  cause  a  material  increase  in  tbe  num- 
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ber  of  malarial  cases.  Such  has  not,  however,  proved  to  be  the  case, 
there  having  been  only  ten  admissions  during  the  year  for  malarial  fever. 

Two  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  during  the  year,  in  one  of  which 
microscopical  examination  revealed  the  coexistence  of  malarial  fever 
(tertian). 

The  water  supply  obtained  from  the  artesian  well  recently  completed 
is  satisfactory. 

By  reason  of  the  close  proximity  to  the  damp  ground  of  the  first 
floors  of  the  buildings  occupied  by  the  ofQcers  and  men  of  the  relief 
marine  guard,  there  were  many  complaints  of  rheumatic  pains.  The 
defect,  however,  has  been  remedied  during  the  past  year  by  raising  the 
buildings  and  putting  an  additional  story  upon  each  house.  Since  this 
has  been  accomplished  there  has  been  no  further  complaint. 

Navy-Yard,  New  York,  N.  Y. — The  health  of  this  yard  has  been 
exceptionally  good,  no  infectious  or  contagious  disease  having  made  its 
appearance. 

The  following  is  a  classification  of  the  cases  occurring  among  the 
workmen  employed  at  the  yard,  in  all  of  which  preliminary  treatment 
was  given:  Abrasio,  5;  ambustio  ex  calore,  3;  concussio,  2  (of  which 
one  case  resulted  in  immediate  death);  contusio,  10;  fractura,  1; 
stremma,  3;  vulnus  contusum,  40;  vulnus  laceratum,  40;  vulnus  punc- 
tum,  4;  insolatio,  3. 

There  have  been  several  trivial  wounds  inflicted  by  the  careless 
handling  of  the  new  bayonet. 

Navy-Yard,  Washington,  D.  G. — As  compared  with  the  record  of  the 
preceding  three  years  there  has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
health  of  this  yard.  This  is  attributable  to  favorable  climatic  influences, 
as  there  has  been  nothing  done  to  improve  the  sanitary  conditions. 

The  class  of  seaman  gunners  has  been  transferred  to  quarters  where 
the  best  sanitary  conditions  possible  at  this  yard  prevail,  with  the 
result  that  the  number  of  malarial  cases  among  these  men,  which  in 
1896  amounted  to  38  cases,  only  afforded  13  admissions  and  readmis- 
sions  for  1897. 

As  stated  in  former  reports,  the  prevalence  of  malaria  at  this  station 
is  attributable  directly  to  the  Anacostia  flats,  upon  which  the  sewage 
of  Washington,  east  of  Fourteenth  street,  west,  deposits  itself,  and 
from  exposure  to  the  sun's  rays  is  responsible  in  great  part  for  this 
condition. 

Navy-yard,  Norfolk,  Va. — The  health  of  the  yard  for  the  past  year 
has  been  satisfactory,  no  serious  cases  of  dlness  having  occurred. 
Among  the  improvements  that  have  been  made  on  the  station  may  be 
mentioned  the  dredging  of  the  deposit  along  the  water  front,  and  its 
removal  to  the  deep  water  of  Hampton  Eoads ;  the  extension  of  the 
stone  quay,  with  a  depth  of  30  feet,  preventing  the  accumulation  of 
floating  debris,  which  formerly  encumbered  the  old  wooden  wharves, 
and  the  outlet  sewers  pass  directly  through  the  concrete  walls,  causing 
rapid  removal  of  the  sewage  by  the  current. 

A  cistern  for  the  collection  of  rain  water,  having  a  capacity  of 
860,000  gallons,  has  tended  to  better  the  health  conditions,  as  the  water 
fi'om  the  driven  wells  is  very  unsatisfactory. 

One  hundred  and  two  candidates  for  enlistment  in  the  Marine  Corps 
were  accepted,  and  39  rejected. 

Navy-yard,  Mare  Island,  Gal. — The  health  of  this  yard  has  been 
good,  no  illness  of  sufacient  gravity  to  require  special  mention  having 
occurred  during  the  year. 

Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  sanitary  conditions,  especially 
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as  regards  installation  of  modern  water-closets  and  connections,  the 
old  cesspools  and  drains  having  been  disinfected  and  filled  up.  A  sep- 
arate building  for  the  medical  department  of  the  yard  is  a  great  desid- 
eratum, as  the  part  of  the  equipment  building  allotted  for  use  as  medical 
storehouse  and  dispensary  is  inadequate  and  not  well  adapted  for  such 
purposes. 

NAVAL   STATIOtfS. 

Naval  training  station,  Neioport,  B.  I. — The  sanitary  condition  of  this 
station  during  the  past  year  has  been  good.  A  case  of  scarlet  fever 
developed  on  the  18th  of  August  and  was  followed  by  fifteen  admissions 
for  this  disease,  the  epidemic  continuing  until  the  6th  of  November. 

At  times  during  the  year  the  accommodations  for  the  apprentices 
have  proven  inadequate. 

Naval  station,  New  London,  Conn. — The  health  of  this  station  during 
the  past  year  has  been  excellent,  no  disease  of  an  epidemic  or  conta- 
gious nature  having  occurred. 

There  have  been  fewer  cases  of  malarial  fevers  in  this  vicinity  during 
the  past  year  than  previously,  which  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that 
the  water  iu  the  adjacent  ponds  has  not  been  drawn  off. 

An  abundant  supply  of  good  potable  water  has  been  obtained  from 
a  well  sunk  near  the  commandant's  house. 

Naval  station,  Annapolis,  Md. — The  health  of  this  station  has  been 
excellent,  there  having  been  exceptional  immunity  from  epidemic,  cli- 
matic, and  local  morbific  influences  during  the  year. 

A  reconstruction  of  the  buildings  of  the  ISTaval  Academy  upon  a 
comprehensive  scheme  and  in  accordance  with  modern  sanitary  princi- 
ples IS  urgently  demanded. 

A  modern  aseptic  surgical  operating  room,  completed  during  the  year, 
has  proven  a  valuable  addition  to  the  equipment  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  station,  and  the  new  chemical  and  bacteriological  laboratory 
is  nearing  completion. 

The  X-ray  apparatus  in  the  laboratory  of  the  department  of  physics 
and  chemistry  has  been  utilized  by  the  medical  officers  with  most  satis- 
factory results  in  surgical  diagnosis. 

Marine  headquarters,  Washington,  D.  G. — The  health  of  the  post  dur- 
ing the  year  has  been  satisfactory.  The  proportion  of  malarial  cases, 
which  in  1895  amounted  to  nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  number  of  admis- 
sions, and  in  1896  to  about  33  per  cent,  only  reached  a  proportion  of 
approximately  20  per  cent  in  1897. 

Naval  station,  Port  Boyal,  8.  0. — The  health  of  the  station  has  been 
excellent.  A  significant  fact  has  been  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
malarial  cases,  there  having  been  only  1  admission  for  1897  as  against  9 
during  the  year  1896 ;  this  is  probably  due  to  careful  filtering,  and  the 
avoidance  of  the  water  of  surfiace  wells. 

The  station  is  dependent  on  rain  water,  and,  owing  to  the  insufiQcient 
capacity  of  the  cisterns,  it  is  at  times  necessary  to  obtain  water  from 
Port  Eoyal,  which  is  invariably  contaminated  with  salt  water  as  a  result 
of  the  leaky  condition  of  the  lighters  in  which  it  is  transported.  Work 
is  being  continued  on  the  artesian  well,  but  there  appears  no  immediate 
prospect  of  a  supply  from  that  source. 

Naval  station,  Puget  Sound,  Washington.— With  the  exception  of  the 
occnrrence  of  several  cases  of  articular  rheumatism  the  health  of  this 
station  has  been  good. 
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RECEIVING-  SHIPS. 

U.  8.  receiving  ship  Wabash. — The  cliange  ia  the  system  of  drainage 
of  Boston,  whereby  the  sewage  of  Charlestown  was  diverted  from  the 
old  conduit,  having  its  exit  abreast  the  bows  of  the  ship,  to  the  Metro- 
politan system  of  sewers,  continues  to  have  a  beneficial  influence  upon 
the  health  of  the  ship. 

The  percentage  of  success  from  vaccination  has  proven  the  excellent 
quality  of  the  virus  furnished,  reaching  25  per  cent  for  the  year,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  of  those  vaccinated  more  than  one-half  were 
reenlisted  men. 

During  the  past  year  858  persons  were  examined.  Of  this  number 
513  were  accepted  and  345  rejected.  There  were  27  candidates  rejected 
for  color  blindness. 

U.  S.  receiving  ship  Vermont. — The  sanitary  condition  of  the  ship  has 
been  most  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

Of  the  3,367  persons  examined  for  enlistment  during  the  year,  1,232 
were  rejected  physically,  37  of  this  number  being  for  color  blindness. 

U.  8.  receiving  ship  Richmond. — The  leading  improvement  made  dur- 
ing the  past  year  was  the  construction  of  a  roof  and  house  over  the 
upper  deck,  at  present  almost  completed.  This  will  provide  a  practi- 
cally unobstructed  deck,  comfortably  heated,  and  aflbrding  space  for 
recreation. 

The  desirability  of  providing  the  ship  with  incandescent  lights  is 
emphasized  since  the  erection  of  the  roof,  much  of  the  light  being  cut 
off  notwithstanding  the  numerous  windows  and  skylights  which  have 
been  provided. 

The  ventilation  of  the  lower  decks  is  greatly  interfered  with  by  the 
mosquito  screens  inclosing  all  the  space  below  the  spar  deck,  in  addi- 
tion to  which  individual  mosquito  nets  are  indispensable  to  the  average 
individual  from  July  to  October. 

The  water  in  which  the  ship  is  moored  is  but  little  affected  by  the 
tides  and  currents,  and  as  a  result  is  foul  smelling  and  unsightly. 
Mooring  below  the  piers,  with  protection  from  the  ice,  would  prove  the 
remedy. 

The  roughness  of  the  gun  and  berth  decks  is  most  objectionable 
when  considered  from  the  standpoint  of  influencing  such  infections  as 
grip,  pneumonia,  tonsilitis,  etc.  Shellacking  has  been  and  is  strongly 
recommended. 

During  the  past  year  303  recruits  have  been  examined;  accepted,  191; 
rejected,  172.  Apprentices  examined, 236 — accepted,  103 ;  rejected,  133. 
Total  number  of  examinations  for  the  year,  599. 

U.  8.  receiving  ship  FranMin. — The  sanitary  and  general  condition  of 
the  ship  for  the  year  has  been  excellent. 

Malarial  diseases  continue  to  form  a  large  proportion  of  the  admis- 
sions, 26  out  of  93  cases  being  ascribed  to  this  cause. 

During  the  year  381  men  were  examined  for  enlistment,  of  which 
number  245  were  accepted  and  136  rejected ;  of  the  total  number  exam- 
ined 180  were  for  first  enlistment,  with  which  class  the  percentage  of 
rejection  was  53.33. 

U.  8.  receiving  ship  Independence. — There  has  been  a  steady  increase 
in  the  number  of  malarial  cases  on  board  this  ship,  due  in  all  probabil- 
ity to  the  difficulty  of  keeping  the  bilges  in  good  sanitary  condition  on 
account  of  old,  useless  water  tanks  and  decaying  chain  lockers  encum- 
bering the  main  hold.    This  could  be  remedied  by  removing  everything 
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below  the  orlop  decks  and  from  the  main  hold,  leaving  an  oijen  and 
freely  accessible  space  from  stem  to  stern,  which  coald  be  whitewashed, 
thereby  doing  away  with  a  source  of  disease. 

During  the  year  1,063  persons  have  been  examined.  Of  this  number 
409  men  and  147  apprentices  were  accepted  and  211  men  and  206  appren- 
tices rejected. 

NAVY  PENSIONS. 

The  following  statement  embraces  the  work  carried  on  under  the  pen- 
sion division  of  the  office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  medical  his- 
tories furuished  the  Pension  Offlce,  there  having  been  answered  3,908 
cases  as  against  2,696  for  the  previous  year. 

Notwithstanding  the  increase  in  the  work  and  the  additional  labors 
incident  to  the  exigencies  of  war,  it  has,  with  few  exceptions,  been  the 
rule  that  pension  calls  have  been  answered  on  the  same  day  as  received. 
In  furnishing  information  in  connection  with  pension  claims,  it  has  been 
the  aim  of  the  Bureau  to  exercise  the  utmost  promptness,  maintaining 
at  the  same  time  accuracy  and  completeness  of  record  as  the  first 
consideration. 

Pension  cases  remaining  on  hand  June  30, 1897 0 

Received  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898 3,908 

Answered  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898 3,  908 

Remaining  on  hand  June  30, 1898 0 

Cases  for  board  of  medical  examiners  received  and  answered 154 

Cases  for  retiring  board  received  and  answered 32 

Certificates  of  death  received 417 

Reports  of  medical  survey  received  and  acted  upon 695 

Cases  from  Judge- Advocate-General  of  the  Navy  received  and  answered 22 

Cases  from  Civil  Service  Commission  received  and  answered 12 

MEDICAL   ASSOCIATIONS. 

International  Conference  of  Hygiene  and  Sanitary  Service  on  Railways 
and  Shipboard — International  Conference  on  Leprosy. — Surg.  James  D. 
Gatewood,  TJ.  S.  N.,  represented  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Navy  at 
the  foregoing  conferences,  which  convened  at  Brussels,  Belgium,  and  at 
Berlin,  Germany,  respectively,  during  the  year  1897.  The  purposes  of 
the  above  conferences  and  the  dates  on  which  they  convened  were 
fully  described  in  the  Bureau's  last  report.  Surgeon  Gatewood's  paper 
will  be  found  among  the  special  subjects  embraced  in  the  Bureau's 
report. 

Ame7-ican  Public  Health  Association. — The  twenty-fifth  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Public  Health  Association  was  held  at  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  October  26-29,  1897,  and  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Navy  was  represented  by  Surg.  D.  O.  Lewis,  U.  8.  N.  This  association 
in  its  meeting  at  Ottawa,  Canada,  September  27-30, 1898,  was  repre- 
sented by  Medical  Director  T.  O.  Walton,  U.  S.  N. 

Ninth  Congress  of  Hygiene  and  Demography. — The  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, having  officially  extended  an  invitation  to  this  Government  to 
send  delegates  to  the  Ninth  Congress  of  Hygiene  and  Demography,  to 
be  held  at  Madrid  from  April  10-17, 1898,  Medical  Director  J.  R.  Tryon, 
U.  S.  N.,  was  appointed  to  represent  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Navy,  and  the  Spanish  minister  was  informed  that  Medical  Director 
Tryon  would  present  for  discussion  before  the  Congress  a  paper  entitled 
"United  States  Museum  of  Hygiene,  Washington,  D.  0. — Foundation, 
growth,  advantages,  and  management." 
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Upon  the  adjournment  of  the  Congress  he  was  ordered  to  inspect  and 
report  upon  the  Museums  of  Hygiene  of  Paris  and  London. 

His  paper,  which  was  read  before  the  Congress,  will  be  found  among 
the  special  reports. 

International  Congress  of  Chemistry. — The  Austro-Hungarian  Govern- 
ment, through  its  minister  at  this  capital,  having  requested  that  dele- 
gates be  sent  to  the  above  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Vienna  from  July  28 
to  August  2, 1898,  Medical  Director  Flint,  U.  S.  N.,  was  selected  to  rep- 
resent the  Medical  Department  of  the  I*favy. 

International  Congress  of  Hydrology,  Climatology,  and  Geology. — Medi- 
cal Director  James  M.  Flint,  U.  S.  N.,  was  also  ordered  to  represent  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Navy  at  the  above  Congress,  which  convened 
at  Liege,  Belgium,  on  the  25th  of  September,  1898,  a  request  for  dele- 
gates having  been  made  offlcially  by  the  Belgium  Government  through 
its  minister  at  this  capital.  Medical  Director  Flint's  papers  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  two  congresses  will  be  published  in  a  future  report. 

American  Medical  Association. — Owing  to  the  need  of  the  services  of 
all  medical  officers,  as  a  result  of  hostilities  between  this  Government 
and  Spain,  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Navy  was  unable  to  send 
delegates  to  attend  the  forty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  above  asso- 
ciation, which  convened  at  Denver,  Colo.,  June  7-10, 1898. 

Association  of  Military  Surgeons  of  the  United  States. — The  above 
association,  which  was  to  have  convened  at  Kansas  City,  June  1-3, 
1898,  postponed  its  eighth  annual  meeting,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a 
large  majority  of  its  members  were  serving  with  the  troops  of  the  sev- 
eral States  in  the  war  between  this  country  and  Spain. 

UNITED   STATES  NAVAL  MUSEUM   OP   HYGIENE. 

The  medical  director  in  charge  of  the  Museum  reports  many  changes 
and  improvements  at  this  establishment  during  the  past  year. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  water  supply,  which  was  pronounced 
insufficient  by  the  city  officials,  a  new  6-inch  main  was  laid  from  the 
street,  and  two  hydrants  placed  in  positions  designated  by  the  chief  of 
the  fire  department. 

As  a  further  protection  against  fire,  the  two  fire  plugs  inside  the 
building  have  been  fitted  with  reducers,  so  that  the  regulation  hose  of 
the  fire  department  can  be  attached  to  themj  new  hose,  sufficient  to 
reach  any  portion  of  the  building,  has  been  bought  and  is  kept  attached 
to  the  fire  plugs  at  all  times. 

Owing  to  the  elevation  of  the  site  on  which  the  Museum  building  is 
located,  the  water  pressure  is  insufficient  for  effective  use  in  case  of  fire 
in  the  second  story.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  new  water  supply 
to  be  furnished  the  city  will  remedy  this  defect. 

Concrete  pavement  has  been  laid  so  as  to  extend  along  the  whole 
front  of  the  building,  and  the  level  of  the  gutters  readjusted  in  order 
to  allow  proper  drainage. 

Many  changes  and  repairs  have  been  made  in  the  internal  arrange- 
ments of  the  building.  Rooms  have  been  fitted  up  and  renovated 
thoroughly  in  connection  with  the  chemical,  bacteriological,  and  micro- 
scopical work  of  the  Museum,  and  each  of  them  supplied  with  all  the 
instruments,  appliances,  and  reagents  that  are  deemed  necessary  for 
such  investigations. 

In  the  chemical  department  a  large  number  of  urinary  and  water 
analyses  have  been  made;  also,  the  determination  of  the  specific  gravi- 
ties of  iron  and  steeL 
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In  the  bacteriological  department  examinations  have  been  conducted 
to  test  the  efficiency  of  disinfectants,  the  quality  of  vaccine  virus,  and 
the  potableness  of  waters,  besides  examinations  of  sputa  for  diagnostic 
purposes. 

Photographs  for  exhibition  at  the  Ninth  Congress  of  Hygiene  and 
Demography,  held  at  Madrid,  April  10-17, 1898,  were  prepared  at  the 
Museum,  showing  the  character  and  extent  of  the  hygienic  exhibit,  and 
an  interior  view  of  the  rooms  devoted  to  chemistry,  bacteriology,  and 
microscopy. 

The  room  formerly  occupied  by  the  library  was  found  to  be  too  small 
to  accommodate  the  books  (amounting  to  nearly  12,000  volumes)  belong- 
ing to  the  Museum,  and  a  larger  room  was  selected,  the  former  being 
now  used  for  the  Museum  exhibit. 

OXJTBBBAK   OP   YELLOVP"  PBVBE   AT   KEY  VT^EST,   FLA. 

Upon  the  commencement  of  hostilities  between  this  country  and 
Spain,  the  Navy  Department  ordered  a  flag  officer  in  command  of  the 
naval  station  at  Key  West,  Pla.,  and  a  short  time  afterwards  desig- 
nated it  as  a  naval  base  for  all  vessels  acting  in  southern  waters. 

In  order  to  provide  for  all  possible  contingencies,  and  to  meet  the 
demands  incident  to  a  state  of  war  that  might  be  made  upon  it  as  a 
result  of  assembling  in  this  harbor  so  large  a  number  of  war  vessels, 
the  Department  landed  at  Key  West  a  quantity  of  naval  supplies, 
including  ordnance  stores,  equipment  materials,  provisions,  etc. 

For  the  preservation  of  this  property  (valued  at  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars)  it  was  deemed  essential  that  suitable  provision  should 
be  made  for  its  protection.  Early  in  June,  therefore,  54  officers  and 
men  of  the  Marine  Corps  were  transferred  to  Key  West  and  located  in 
a  building  well  adapted  for  temporary  quarters,  and  which  had  formerly 
been  used  as  a  cigar  factory. 

For  several  years  previous  to  the  present  summer  yellow  fever,  with 
the  exception  of  an  occasional  sporadic  case,  had  not  made  its  appear- 
ance in  Key  West,  but  the  location  of  the  island,  well  within  the  limit 
of  the  yeUow-fever  zone,  and  the  sudden  concentration  at  this  point  of 
a  large  number  of  unacclimated  persons  belonging  to  the  Army  and 
Navy  rendered  it  highly  probable  that,  unless  extra  precautions  were 
taken  for  the  preservation  of  health,  an  outbreak  of  yeUow  fever  could 
only  be  postponed  for  a  short  time. 

The  general  unsatisfactory  sanitary  condition  of  Key  West  prevail- 
ing at  this  time,  also,  was  such  as  to  cause  some  uneasiness  on  the 
part  of  the  Department,  as  it  was  but  reasonable  to  infer  that  the 
exemption  of  the  island  from  yellow  fever  for  the  past  few  years  might 
be  attributed  to  accident  rather  than  to  any  special  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  officials  to  the  enforcement  of  hygienic  measures. 

Although  the  duties  devolving  upon  the  marines  were  arduous  and 
exacting,  the  health  of  the  guard  remained  good  until  August  13,  when 
the  first  suspicious  case  of  illness  among  them  made  its  appearance. 
On  the  morning  of  August  14  another  marine  was  taken  ill,  and  on 
the  afternoon  of  August  15  three  more  cases  were  reported.  The 
symptoms  in  all  of  the  above  cases  were  extremely  suspicious,  but 
before  making  a  positive  statement  Assistant  Surgeon  Marcour  decided 
to  avail  himself  of  the  opinions  of  several  yellow  fever  experts  as  to  the 
diagnosis  in  the  above  cases.  After  a  consultation  between  the  local 
health  officer  of  Key  West  and  representatives  from  the  Medical  Corps 
of  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Marine- Hospital  Service,  a  definite  conclusion 
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was  readied  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  on  August  16  the 
Bureau  was  informed  officially  of  the  existence  of  yellow  fever,  and  that 
a  rigid  quarantine  had  been  established  at  Key  West  by  the  national 
and  local  health  authorities. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  information,  the  commandant  in  charge  of  the 
United  States  naval  base  was  instructed  by  the  Department  to  send  at 
once  all  naval  vessels  in  the  harbor  of  Key  West  to  Hampton  Eoads 
(including  the  officers  and  men  on  temporary  shore  duty,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  marine  guard),  and  to  transfer  to  some  suitable  vessel  for 
passage  north  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  Navy,  who  could  be  removed 
without  danger  from  the  Army  general  and  marine  hospitals.  Orders 
were  also  issued  that  no  naval  supplies  stored  in  the  several  buildings  at 
Key  West  should  be  removed,  as  it  was  not  deemed  safe  to  transfer  them 
at  this  time  for  fear  of  spreading  the  infection.  The  commandant  was  fur- 
ther directed  to  have  the  sick  marines  isolated  within  the  barracks  then 
occupied  by  them,  to  place  all  suspects  or  suspicious  cases  in  an  adjoin- 
ing house  rented  for  the  purpose,  and  to  remove  the  well  marines  to  the 
detention  camp,  which  was  situated  on  the  south  beach  at  a  distance  of 
about  3  miles  from  the  barracks.  Every  provision  was  made  for  the  care 
and  treatment  of  the  sick,  and  every  precaution  adopted  for  the  protec- 
tion and  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  marines  in  the  detention  camp. 

Asst.  Surg.  E.  P.  Marcour  (a  yellow  fever  immune)  had  been  selected 
by  the  Bureau  to  accompany  the  marines  when  ordered  on  this  duty, 
in  anticipation  of  a  possible  outbreak  of  yellow  fever.  Bight  immune 
nurses,  oneimmune  cook,  and  one  immune  watchman  were  also  employed. 
On  August  18  the  number  of  cases  under  treatment  had  increased  to 
ten,  and  as  there  appeared  to  be  at  that  time  every  probability  that  the 
disease  would  develop  in  an  epidemic  form,  the  Bureau  decided  to 
detail  an  additional  medical  officer  for  this  duty. 

Surg.  John  W.  Ross  (a  yellow  fever  immune)  was  temporarily  detached 
from  the  navy-yard,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  and  on  August  23  arrived  at  Key 
West  and  assumed  charge  of  all  yellow  fever  cases. 

The  prompt  measures,  however,  adopted  by  the  medical  officers  in 
the  immediate  and  complete  isolation  of  the  sick,  the  thorough  disin- 
fection of  the  quarters  occupied  by  them,  and  the  removal  of  the  well 
marines  to  a  place  beyond  the  danger  point  of  infection,  resulted  in 
localizing  the  disease,  and  on  September  12  Surgeon  Eoss  reported  the 
appearance  of  the  last  case — that  of  Commander  Forsyth — making  a 
total  of  fourteen  patients  under  treatment.  The  disease  prevailed  in  a 
a  mild  form,  and  up  to  this  time  no  deaths  have  occurred. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  Surgeon  Eoss,  and  with  the  approval  of 
the  Bureau,  the  Department  ordered  the  transfer  Korth  of  the  marines, 
and  on  September  8  the  guard  left  Key  West  on  the  steamship  Colo- 
rado, and  arrived  in  Few  York  on  September  14. 

The  Colorado  was  subjected  to  a  thorough  process  of  disinfection  at 
the  quarantine  station,  New  York,  and  the  bedding,  mattresses,  etc., 
of  the  marines  were  sent  to  the  naval  hospital,  New  York,  where  they 
were  thoroughly  disinfected  before  being  placed  in  the  barracks. 

THE  MEDICAL  CORPS  OF  THE  NAVY. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  Department  received 
829  applications  for  information  concerning  the  appointment  of  assist- 
ant surgeons  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Navy.  During  the  same 
period  permits  to  appear  before  the  naval  medical  examining  boards 
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for  examination  for  admission  into  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Navy  were 
issued  to  248  candidates,  as  follows : 


Alabama 1 

California 6 

Canada 1 

Connecticut 10 

Delaware 1 

District  of  Columbia 5 

Florida : 2 

Georgia 3 

Illinois 12 

Indiana 7 

Iowa 3 

Kansas 5 

Kentucky 3 

Louisiana 1 

Maine 4 

Maryland 6 

Massachusetts 24 

Mexico 1 


Michigan 9 

Minnesota 4 

Mississippi 2 

Missouri '. 10 

Montana 1 

Nebraska 1 

New  Hampshire 4 

New  Jersey 7 

New  York 47 

North  Dakota 1 

North  Carolina 5 

Ohio 6 

Pennsylvania 31 

South  Carolina 1 

Tennessee 4 

Vermont 3 

Virginia 16 

West  Virginia 1 


Of  the  above  number,  Co  candidates  appeared  before  the  examining 
boards,  of  which  17  were  rejected  physically,  19  rejected  professionally, 
12  withdrew  from  further  examination,  and  17  were  found  physically 
and  professionally  qualified  for  admission  as  assistant  surgeons  in  the 
Medical  Corps  of  the  Navy. 

The  successful  candidates  were  appointed  from  the  following  States, 
viz: 

Minnesota  2 

New  Hampshire 1 

New  York 3 

Pennsylvania 2 

Virginia , 4 

Percentage  of  candidates  accepted 26.2 

Rejected  physically 26. 1 

Rejected  professionally 29.2 

Allowed  to  withdraw 18. 5 


California 1 

Connecticut 1 

District  of  Columbia 1 

Delaware 1 

Missouri 1 


Total  percentage  of  candidates  rejected 73.  8 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Bureau,  and  with  the  approval  of 
the  Department,  Congress  during  the  past  session  very  wisely  extended 
the  age  limit  from  26  to  30  years  for  entrance  into  the  Medical  Corps  of 
the  Navy. 

This  legislation  has  been  attended  with  most  gratifying  results,  and 
for  the  first  time  in  thirty-five  years  the  number  of  ofiEicers  in  the 
Medical  Corps  of  the  Navy  has  reached  the  limit  established  by  law. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  K.  Van  Ebypen, 
Surgeon- General  United  States  Wavy, 
The  Secebtaey  op  the  Navy. 
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SPECIAL  APPENDIX. 

(Including  statistical  report  of  casualties  occurring  on  the  V.  S.  S.  Maine ;  detailed  account  of 
casualties  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  with  disposition  of  cases ;  general  view  of  health 
of  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  during  period  of  hostilities  (April  21  to  August  12,  1898), 
together  with  statistical  tables  relating  to  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Marine  Battalion,  and 
Asiatic  Squadron.') 


STATISTICAL   EEPORT. 

Casualties  Ocouering  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Maine. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Maine  was  destroyed  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  on  the 
night  of  February  15, 1898,  as  the  result  of  the  explosion  of  a  mine 
under  the  forward  portion  of  the  ship. 

The  complement  at  the  time  of  the  disaster  was  355 — 290  sailors,  39 
marines,  and  26  officers.  Of  this  number,  251  men  and  2  officers  were 
killed  or  drowned  and  only  102  saved.  Seven  of  this  number  died  sub- 
sequently of  their  injuries,  making  the  number  of  survivors  94.  This 
gives  as  the  appalling  percentage  of  loss  practically  75  per  cent  of  those 
on  board.  The  greater  proportion  of  deaths  among  the  men  than  of 
the  officers  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  after  portion  of  the  ship,  in 
which  the  latter  were  quartered,  was  comparatively  uninjured.  The 
completeness  of  the  destruction  of  the  forward  compartments  of  the 
vessel  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  of  the  bodies  of  the  dead  only  178 
were  recovered,  30  per  cent  of  the  number  remaining  in  the  wreck,  not- 
withstanding the  work  of  recovery  was  continued  until  April  6.  This 
is  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  men  were  swinging  in  their  hammocks 
over  the  part  of  the  ship  in  which  the  force  of  the  explosion  was 
centered. 

Of  the  77  rescued  sailors  and  marines,  only  16  were  uninjured. 

The  cause  of  death  in  the  7  cases  reported  from  Havana  was  exten- 
sive burns  covering  greater  portion  of  body  in  6  of  the  number,  and 
compound  fractures  of  inferior  maxilla  and  right  femur  in  the  seventh. 

Of  those  injured  and  subsequently  transferred  to  the  United  States 
marine  hospital  and  army  post  hospital  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  26  per  cent 
were  under  treatment  for  wounds,  4  per  cent  for  fractures,  6  per 
cent  for  dislocations,  30  per  cent  for  contusions,  and  34  per  cent  for 
burns.  Notwithstanding  the  large  number  under  treatment  at  these 
hospitals  and  the  serious  character  of  many  of  the  injuries,  there  was 
not  a  single  death. 

One  of  the  officers  has  since  died  of  a  cerebral  affection  attributed  to 
the  shock  sustained  at  the  time  of  the  explosion. 

Medical  surveys  have  been  held  on  6  of  the  men  who  belonged  to 
the  Maine,  and  of  this  number  5  have  been  invalided  from  the  service 
by  reason  of  the  following  disabilities:  1,  sprain  of  back;  2,  chronic 
pleurisy;  3,  neurasthenia  and  deformity  of  nasal  bones;  4,  deformity 
of  right  hand;  5,  partial  paralysis  of  muscles,  right  side  of  face;  par- 
tial ankylosis,  lower  jaw;  impaired  hearing.  All  of  these  conditions 
were  attributed  to  injuries  received  at  time  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Maine. 
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2!fAVAL  Casualties  of  Spanish- American  Wae. 

(Covering  period  of  hostilities — April  21  to  August  12, 1898.    Arranged 
in  order  of  engagements  and  by  vessels  on  which  they  occurred.) 

BATTLE  OF  MANILA  BAY,  MAY  1,  1898. 

U.  S.  S.  BALTIMORE. 

Case  Wo.  1. — Lacerated  wound  of  upper  lip  by  fragment  of  rotating 
band.  Also  wounds  of  right  foot,  in  one  of  which  there  was  fracture 
of  the  fifth  metatarsal  bone  extending  into  general  synovial  sac. 
Patient  discharged  to  duty,  entirely  recovered,  June  10.  On  the  list 
forty  days. 

Case  JTo.  J3. — Lacerated  wound  (If  inches  long)  just  below  sterno- 
clavicular joint.  Healed  by  first  intention.  Discharged  to  duty  May  7. 
On  the  list  six  days. 

Case  ]^o.  3. — Compound  fracture  of  left  leg  in  upper  third  from  a  fall 
while  carrying  an  8-inch  shell,  the  point  entering  the  inner  side  of  leg 
and  splintering  inner  border  of  tibia.  Discharged  to  duty,  entirely 
recovered,  June  7.    On  the  list  thirty-seven  days. 

Case  Ifo.  4. — Contusion  and  concussion.  Was  knocked  down  by  the 
windage  of  a  4.7-inch  shell.  Face  badly  bruised,  and  unconscious  for 
one-half  hour.    Discharged  to  duty  May  7.    On  sick  list  six  days. 

Case  No.  5. — Wound  of  left  leg  from  splinter.  Not  admitted  to  sick 
list. 

Case  No.  6. — Wound  of  left  forearm.  Contusion  of  left  sterno- 
mastoid  and  rupture  of  left  tympanic  membrane.  Not  admitted  to 
sick  list. 

Case  No.  7. — Wound  of  right  foot  and  abrasion  of  face  from  splinters. 
Not  admitted  to  sick  list. 

Case  No.  8. — Contusion  over  sternum  and  abrasion  side  of  face.  Not 
admitted  to  sick  list. 

V.   S.    S.   BOSTON. 

Case  No.  1. — Punctured  wound  of  right  cheek  from  flying  splinter. 
Not  admitted  to  sick  list. 

ENGAGEMENT  OFF  CIENFUEGOS,  CUBA,  MAY  11,  1898. 

U.   S.    S.   MARBLBHEAD. 

Case  No.  1. — Gunshot  wound  of  head.  The  bullet  entered  at  center 
of  frontal  bone  and  made  its  exit  at  upper  margin  of  occipital  bone, 
shattering  the  calvarium,  the  bones  being  freely  movable  under  the 
scalp.  Patient  lived  one  hour  after  receipt  of  injury,  but  did  not  regain 
consciousness.    The  hemorrhage  was  very  severe. 

Case  No.  2. — Gunshot  wound  of  right  thigh.  The  bullet  entered  at 
lower  external  third,  splintering  and  comminuting  the  femur  to  such 
an  extent  that  fragments  of  the  bone  were  subsequently  found  embedded 
in  anterior  tibial  muscles.  Ball  passed  out  opposite  wound  of  entrance. 
Very  little  hemorrhage.  Patient  was  transferred  to  the  army  barracks 
hospital,  Key  West,  Pla.,  where,  after  consultation,  it  was  decided  that 
amptutation  was  demanded.  The  operation  was  performed  May  14, 
death  ensuing  very  shortly  after  the  operation.  Number  of  days  on 
sick  list,  three. 

Case  No.  3. — Gunshot  wound  of  right  leg  caused  by  Mauser  bullet. 
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The  projectile  passed  through  calf  of  right  leg  woanding  external 
saphenous  nerve.  No  injury  to  bone.  Patient  was  transferred  to /Solace, 
thence  to  army  general  hospital,  Key  West.  Patient  was  admitted  to 
naval  hospital,  New  York,  June  5.  Upon  admission  to  hospital,  wound 
had  practically  healed.  There  was  numbness  and  loss  of  motion  of 
toes  due  to  nerve  implication.  Discharged  to  duty  July  6.  Number 
of  days  on  sick  list,  fifty-six. 

Case  No.  4. — Gunshot  wound  of  liver.  The  bullet  passed  through 
right  lobe  of  liver,  entering  at  lower  border  and  making  its  exit  about 
2  inches  external  to  the  spinal  column.  The  shock  was  very  severe, 
but  hemorrhage  slight.  Patient  was  transferred  to  army  barracks  hos- 
pital on  May  14,  where  he  remained  to  May  28.  Was  under  treatment 
at  army  general  hospital  until  June  1,  when  he  was  transferred  by 
Solace  to  naval  hospital.  New  York.  Upon  admission,  wound  was 
found  to  have  healed.  Abdominal  bandage  employed  in  order  to  relieve 
sensation  of  weakness  complained  of  about  hepatic  region.  Patient 
suffered  at  intervals  from  nervous  and  bilious  attacks,  and  was  invalided 
from  the  service  July  25.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  seventy-five. 

Case  No.  5. — Gunshot  wound  of  right  buttock.  The  projectile 
entered  external  surface  of  buttock,  transversing  gluteal  muscles  and 
making  its  exit  about  1  inch  from  anus.  Patient  was  under  treatment 
at  army  general  hospital,  Key  West,  and  was  discharged  to  duty  June  6. 
Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  twenty- six. 

Case  No.  6. — Gunshot  wound,  the  bullet  entering  posterior  border  of 
left  sterno-cleido  mastoid  muscle,  passing  through  subcutaneous  tissues, 
shattering  lower  jaw  below  angle,  and  making  its  exit  through  open 
mouth.  Fragments  of  bone  and  seven  of  the  teeth  removed.  Hemor- 
rhage was  very  severe.  Patient  was  under  treatment  at  army  barracks 
hospital.  Key  West,  and  on  June  1  was  transferred  by  Solace  to  naval 
hospital.  New  York.  Upon  admission  there  was  found  a  sinus  below  and 
anterior  to  ear,  leading  to  necrosed  bone.  There  was  considerable  swell- 
ing along  track  of  sinus,  from  which  were  removed  at  intervals  fragments 
of  teeth,  bone,  and  metal.  On  September  9  an  abscess  formed  in  tissues 
of  neck  below  angle  of  jaw,  which  was  incised  and  an  impacted  tooth 
removed.  Condition  improved  greatly  after  the  operation,  and  on  Octo- 
ber 3  patient  was  transferred  to  naval  hospital,  Chelsea,  where  he  con- 
tinues under  treatment  (October  20)  and  is  recorded  as  doing  well. 
Number  of  days  on  sick  list  (October  20),  one  hundred  and  sixty- three. 

Case  No.  7. — Two  gunshot  wounds,  one  situated  at  back  of  right  ankle 
and  the  other  on  outer  side  of  right  leg.  Discharged  to  duty  May  14. 
Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  three. 

U.   S.   S.   NASHVILLB. 

Case  No.  1. — Contused  wound  of  left  chest,  above  and  to  left  of  nip- 
ple, from  impact  of  a  deflected  bullet.  Absorption  of  effused  blood 
occurred  rapidly  and  patient  was  discharged  to  duty  May  15.  Number 
of  days  on  sick  list,  four. 

Case  No.  2. — Gunshot  wound  of  left  hand,  the  bullet  passing  from 
ulnar  side  through  the  ring  finger  at  junction  of  second  and  third  pha- 
langes, penetrating  the  joint.  The  dorsal  surfaces  of  the  middle  and 
index  fingers  were  lacerated.  Patient  made  an  excellent  recovery  except 
slight  stiffness  of  wounded  joint.  Discharged  to  duty  June  6.  Num- 
ber of  days  on  sick  list,  twenty-six. 

Case  No.  3. — Superficial  wound  of  skin  of  left  side  of  neck.  Dis- 
charged to  duty  May  12.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  one. 
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Case  No.  4.— Superficial  wound  of  forehead  from  jacket  of  deflected 
bullet.  Discharged  to  duty  May  12.  Number  of  days  on  sick  list, 
one. 

Case  No.  5. — Gunshot  wounds  of  head  and  left  chest  wall.  The 
projectile  causing  the  wound  of  head  entered  at  left  parietal  eminence, 
coursing  downward  and  backward,  furrowing  the  skull  for  about  ij 
inches.  No  evidence  of  cerebral  involvement.  Patient  was  semi- 
conscious, but  gave  evidence  of  shock.  Later  on  it  was  decided  that 
both  tables  of  parietal  bones  were  fractured,  with  apparently  no 
injury  to  dura  mater.  On  May  14  he  was  transferred  to  army  bar- 
racks hospital,  Key  West,  where  an  operation  was  performed,  reimov- 
ing  minute  fragments  of  bone  from  wound.  On  June  6  he  was  admitted 
to  naval  hospital.  New  York,  from  the  ambulance  ship  Solace.  The 
wound  of  chest  did  not  involve  any  of  the  ribs,  the  ball  simply  lacer- 
ating the  tissues  of  left  chest  wall  below  axilla.  A  fragment  of  the 
cupro-nickel  jacket  was  removed  from  this  wound.  Upon  admission 
to  naval  hospital,  New  York,  both  wounds  were  found  to  be  healed. 
Patient,  however,  was  troubled  with  vertigo  and  obstinate  headache. 
Discharged  to  duty  September  22.  Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four. 

ENGAGEMENT  OFF   CARDENAS,   MAY  11,   1898. 

U.    S.    TORPEDO   BOAT  WINSLOW. 

Case  No.  1. — Lacerated  wound  right  side  of  abdomen,  with  protru- 
sion of  intestines.    Death  instantaneous. 

Oase  No.  2. — Lacerated  wound  of  anterior  cervical  region,  carrying 
away  larynx.    Death  instantaneous. 

Case  No.  3. — Lacerated  wound  of  abdomen,  with  protrusion  of  intes- 
tines.   Death  instantaneous. 

Case  No.  4. — Lacerated  wounds  of  both  thighs  and  of  right  side  of 
abdomen  below  gall  bladder.  Died  shortly  afterwards,  while  being 
transferred  in  a  boat  to  the  Hudson. 

Case  No.  5. — Lacerated  wounds  of  sacral  region,  upper  anterior  por- 
tion of  left  thigh,  left  lumbar  region,  over  right  scapula,  of  right  heel 
and  of  left  kneejoint,  pulverizing  bone.  Death  ensued  shortly  after 
reaching  the  Hudson. 

Case  No.  6. — Penetrating  wound  of  left  thigh,  in  Scarpa's  triangle. 
Important  blood  vessels  uninjured.  Patient  transferred  to  army  gen- 
eral hospital,  Key  West,  from  which  he  was  discharged  to  duty  May  26. 
On  sick  list  fifteen  days. 

Case  No.  7. — Lacerated  wound  of  right  leg  over  anterior  middle  third. 
No  injury  to  bone.  Patient  discharged  to  duty  from  army  general  hos- 
pital June  27.    On  sick  list  forty-eight  days. 

base  No.  8. — An  abrasion  of  chest,  evidently  caused  by  spent  frag- 
ment of  shell.    Discharged  to  duty  May  12.    On  sick  list  one  day. 

All  the  casualties  which  resulted  fatally  were  caused  by  the  explo- 
sion of  a  small  shell,  probably  a  10-pounder.  The  fragments  into  which 
the  shell  burst  were  not  found  in  any  instance  in  the  wounds. 

The  hemorrhage  from  the  various  wounds  was  very  slight,  and  there 
appeared  to  be  but  little  suffering  in  those  cases  in  which  death  did  not 
ensue  immediately.  The  bursting  of  the  shell  tore  open  a  tank  of  green 
paint,  with  the  result  that  not  only  was  the  deck  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  covered  with  paint,  but  two  of  the  fatally  wounded  as  well,  and, 
owing  to  the  fact  of  considerable  heat  having  been  imparted  by  the 
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shell  fragments  and  hot  deck,  this  proved  a  very  embarrassing  feature 
in  caring  for  the  wounded.  This  engagement  gave  a  total  of  sixty-four 
sick  days. 

ACTION  OFF  SAN  JUAN,  PORTO  RICO,  MAY  12,  1898. 

U.   S.    S.    NEW  YORK. 

Case  N'o.  1. — Lacerated  wound  caused  by  a  small  fragment  of  a  shell 
which  exploded  on  board.  The  missile  entered  behind  angle  of  jaw, 
left  side,  penetrating  neck  and  base  of  skull,  traversing  brain  substance 
and  fracturing  occipital  bone  at  right  lateral  angle.  Heart  continued 
to  beat  five  minutes,  but  no  respiratory  sounds  could  be  detected. 
Death  ensued. 

Case  N'o.  2. — Lacerated  wound  caused  by  fragment  of  shell  which 
exploded  on  board.  Point  of  entrance  opposite  right  internal  malle- 
olus, near  the  tendo  Achilles,  producing  slight  wound.  Eecovery 
uneventful,  and  patient  discharged  to  duty  May  20.  Number  of  days 
on  sick  list,  eight. 

Case  No.  3. — Lacerated  wound  caused  by  fragment  of  shell  which 
struck  patient  in  middle  third  of  left  leg,  entering  in  front  of  fibula, 
lacerating  the  muscles  and  scoring  spine  Of  tibia.  There  also  was  a 
contused  wound  of  right  buttock  from  a  splinter  of  wood.  The  tissues 
surrounding  wound  of  leg  apparently  devitalized  by  heat  of  shell  frag- 
ment, causing  delay  in  healing.  Eecovery  was  uneventful  exce]Dt  for 
oedema  of  foot  from  venous  obstruction,  and  patient  was  discharged  to 
duty  June  27.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  forty-six. 

Case  No.  4. — Severe  contused  wound  of  calf  of  left  leg,  caused  by 
some  missile,  probably  a  fragment  of  shell.  On  May  13  there  was 
considerable  swelling  of  muscles  of  calf  of  leg.  The  recovery  was 
slow,  owing  to  devitalization  of  tissues.  Patient  discharged  to  duty 
June  4.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  twenty-three. 

Case  No.  5. — Compound  comminuted  fracture,  caused  by  fragment  of 
shell,  which  entered  left  thigh  4  inches  above  patella,  passing  through 
quadriceps  extensor,  comminuting  femur  for  3  inches,  and  making  its 
exit  to  left  of  popliteal  space,  3  inches  above  joint.  There  was  also  a 
slight  wound  of  calf  of  right  leg.  On  May  13  wounds  of  entrance 
and  exit  enlarged  and  fragments  of  bone  removed.  The  fracture  was 
located  2  inches  above  inferior  epiphysis,  extending  upward  for  3 
inches.  Ends  of  femur  sawed  off  and  brought  together  by  silver  wire 
suture  and  limb  put  up  in  a  fenestrated  plaster-of-paris  bandage. 
Transferred  May  14  to  Solace.  The  patient  was  admitted  to  the  United 
States  naval  hospital.  New  York,  on  July  20,  having  been  under  treat- 
ment at  army  general  hospital,  Key  West,  for  twenty-five  days.  At 
time  of  admission  the  left  leg  was  in  a  plaster  splint.  Wounds  healed 
rapidly.  Motion  in  knee  joint  limited  to  about  30  degrees.  Moderate 
exercise  was  productive  of  muscular  soreness.  Patient  was  invalided 
from  the  service  on  September  1.  Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  one 
hundred  and  twelve. 

U.    S.    S.    IOWA. 

Case  Wo.  1. — Contused  wound  of  upper  angle  of  right  scapula,  from 
fragment  of  shell  which  exploded  on  board.  Not  serious.  Discharged 
to  duty  May  21.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  nine. 

Case  No.  3. — Lacerated  wound  of  right  side,  posteriorly,  in  sixth 
intercostal  space,  extending  down  to  the  bone.    Caused  by  a  flying 
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splinter.    Discharged  to  duty  June  17, 1898.    ITumber  of  days  on  sick 
list,  thirty-six. 

Case  No.  3. — Compound  comminuted  fracture  of  right  elbow  joint, 
caused  by  a  fragment  of  shell  which  exploded  on  board.  Head  of 
raditts,  olecranon,  and  outer  condyle  of  humerus  comminuted.  Ves- 
sels and  nerves  intact.  The  ulna  was  fractured  longitudinally  for  2 
inches  from  olecranon.  Wound  dressed  aseptically  and  part  immo- 
bilized. Patient  was  transferred  to  army  general  hospital,  Key  West, 
where  the  arm  was  amputated  at  junction  of  lower  and  middle  thirds. 
On  June  5  was  admitted  to  naval  hospital,  New  York,  with  a  good 
stump.  Invalided  from  the  service  July  27.  Number  of  days  on  sick 
list,  eighty-six. 

ENGAGEMENTS  AT  GUANTANAMO,  CUBA,  MARINE  BATTALION,  NORTH 
ATLANTIC  FLEET,  JUNE  11  TO  20,  1898. 

Case  Wo.  1. — Gunshot  wounds — one  at  level  of  fifth  rib,  the  ball  pass- 
ing through  chest  from  left  to  right  side;  the  second  projectile  entering 
to  left  of  umbilicus  and  making  its  exit  just  above  crest  of  right  ilium. 
Both  wounds  caused  by  small-caliber  bullets  and  showed  explosive 
efl'ect.    Death  ensued. 

Case  No.  2. — Twenty-one  wounds  of  head,  neck,  upper  and  lower 
extremities,  from  small-caliber  bullets.  Explosive  efl'ect  marked. 
Death  ensued. 

Case  No.  3. — Fifteen  wounds  of  head,  chest,  and  upper  extremities, 
from  small-caliber  bullets.    Explosive  effect  marked.    Death  ensued. 

Case  No.  4. — Gunshot  wound  of  head  from  small-caliber  bullet; 
wound  of  entrance  at  left  temporal  region,  and  that  of  exit  directly 
opposite.    Death  ensued. 

Case  No.  5. — Gunshot  wound  from  small  caliber  bullet;  point  of 
entrance  above  eighth  rib  on  left  side  in  axillary  line,  projectile  making 
its  exit  above  sixth  rib  in  axillary  line  of  right  side.    Death  ensued. 

Case  No.  6. — Fracture,  with  displacement,  of  cervical  vertebrae  from 
a  fall  from  an  embankment  during  one  of  the  engagements.  Death 
ensued. 

Case  No.  7. — Gunshot  wound  of  right  hand  between  first  and  second 
metacarpal  bones,  from  premature  discharge  of  his  rifle  (Lee-Metford). 
No  injury  to  bones.  Wound  of  entrance  on  palmar  surface  small;  that 
of  exit  large.  Injury  received  June  12.  Transferred  to  ambulance 
ship,  thence  to  naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  and  on  July  21  to  naval  hos- 
pital, Philadelphia.  Wound  had  healed  entirely  by  August  26,  the 
joints  of  thumb  and  index  finger  remaining  stift'  in  spite  of  massage 
and  passive  movements.  Invalided  from  the  service  October  10, 1898, 
Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

Case  No.  8. — G  unshot  wound  from  accidental  discharge  of  his  rifle 
(Lee-Metford).  Entrance,  palm  of  left  hand;  very  large  wound  of  exit, 
dorsum.  Fourth  metacarpal  bone  comminuted.  Injury  received  June 
12, 1898.  Transferred  to  Solace,  where  wet  antiseptic  dressings  were 
applied  and  part  immobilized ;  thence  to  naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  and 
on  July  31  to  naval  hospital,  Philadelphia.  At  time  of  admission  to 
latter  hospital  wound  had  almost  healed.  By  August  19  motion  in  first 
and  second  fingers  normal,  but  that  of  third  and  fourth  slightly 
impaired.  He  was  discharged  to  duty  in  that  condition^  with  the  idea 
that  enforced  use  would  entirely  restore  function.  Number  of  days 
on  sick  list,  sixty-eight. 

Case  No.  9. — Gunshot  wound  of  right  arm ;  received  June  13.    Mauser 
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bullet  entered  inner  side  at  middle  third  and  made  its  exit  at  point 
opposite.  Injury  to  ulnar  nerve,  but  none  to  bone.  Transferred  to 
Solace,  thence  to  naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  where  he  was  admitted  July 
16, 1898.  Discharged  to  duty  July  21 ;  wound  entirely  healed,  but  with 
some  loss  of  sensation  in  little  finger.  Number  of  days  on  sick  list, 
thirty-eight. 

Case  Wo.  10. — wounded  June  13.  Mauser  projectile  entered  one-half 
inch  below  right  trochanter,  making  its  exit  at  inner  upper  third  of 
thigh  and  reentering  upper  third  of  left  thigh.  No  injury  to  bone. 
Bullet  was  removed  and  patient  transferred  to  Solace.  Admitted  to 
naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  July  16,  and  discharged  to  duty,  wounds  having 
healed  readily,  August  15, 1898.  Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  sixty- 
three. 

Case  No.  11. — Gunshot  wound  of  right  arm  Irom  Mauser  bullet; 
received  June  13.  Wound  of  entrance  on  external  surface  IJ  inches 
above  right  elbow;  wound  of  exit  very  large  (2 J  inches  in  diameter) 
on  anterior  surface.  External  condyloid  ridge  of  humerus  injured. 
There  was  minute  comminution  of  portion  of  bone  struck,  and  soft 
tissues  at  wound  of  exit  exhibited  explosive  effect  of  projectile.  Patient 
transferred  to  Solace,  thence  to  naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  and  on  August 
3  to  naval  hospital,  New  York.  Upon  admission  the  wound  had  prac- 
tically healed,  some  ankylosis,  however,  remaining.  Patient  was  sur- 
veyed September  7  and  recommended  to  be  retained  for  further  hospitrl 
treatment.  Continued  under  treatment.  Number  of  days  on  sick  list 
(October  20),  one  hundred  and  thirty. 

Case  No.  12. — Superficial  wound  over  surface  of  left  patella.  Injury 
received  June  13.  Patient  discharged  to  duty  June  28.  Number  of 
days  on  sick  list,  fifteen. 

Case  No.  13. — Incised  wound  of  calf  of  left  leg.  Injury  received  June 
13.  Patient  discharged  to  duty  June  18.  Number  of  days  on  sick  list, 
five. 

Case  No.  14. — Gunshot  wound  from  accidental  discharge  of  his  rifle 
(Lee-Metford).  Bullet  entered  IJ  inches  above  right  ankle,  anteriorly, 
and  made  its  exit  below  and  posterior  to  external  malleolus.  No  bone 
injury.  Casualty  occurred  June  14.  Transferred  to  Solace,  thence  to 
naval  hospital,  Norfolk.  Upon  admission,  July  16,  wound  had  healed. 
While  in  hospital  patient  developed  syphilitic  lesions,  by  reason  of  which 
he  was  discharged  from  the  service  September  2, 1898.  Number  of  days 
on  sick  list  with  injury,  thirty-two. 

Case  No.  15. — Wound  of  terminal  phalanx  of  left  thumb ;  caused  by 
Mauser  bullet.  Injury  received  June  14.  Amputation  performed  at 
phalangeal  joint.  Transferred  to  Solace,  thence  to  naval  hospital, 
Norfolk,  Upon  admission  to  hospital,  July  16,  wound  had  practically 
healed.  Patient  discharged  to  duty  July  25, 1898.  Number  of  days 
on  sick  list,  forty-two. 

Case.  No  16. — Gunshot  wound  of  right  hand  from  accidental  dis- 
charge of  his  rifle  (Lee-Metford).  Injury  received  June  16.  There  was 
extensive  comminution  of  proximal  phalanges  of  index  and  middle 
fingers,  necessitating  amputation.  Transferred  to  Solace,  thence  to 
naval  hospital,  Norfolk.  Discharged  to  duty  with  satisfactory  stumps 
August  12, 1898.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  fifty-seven. 

Vase  No.  i7.— Gunshot  wound  of  lower  third  of  left  forearm,  with 
extensive  comminution  of  radius  and  ulna,  caused  by  premature  dis- 
charge of  his  own  rifle.  Injury  received  June  16.  The  scaphoid  and 
semilunar  bones  minutely  comminuted.  Transferred  to  Solace,  where 
resection  of  radius,  scaphoid,  and  semilunar  bones  was  performed. 
Ab.  98 82 
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Patient  was  admitted  to  naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  July  16,  and  trans- 
ferred to  naval  hospital,  Philadelphia,  July  30.  At  this  time  wound 
was  doing  well  and  had  healed  entirely  by  September  24.  Motion  of 
wrist,  however,  was  considerably  impaired,  particularly  in  flexion  and 
extension.  On  October  6  but  little  motion  of  wrist  and  fingers  and 
some  atrophy  of  muscles  in  consequence.  Massage  and  passive  motion 
kept  up.  Patient  remains  in  hospital.  Kumber  of 'days  on  sick  list  to 
October  20, 1898,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

Oase  Wo.  iS.— Gunshot  wound  of  left  hand  from  premature  discharge 
of  hisriiie(Lee-Metford).  Injury  received  June  16.  Wound  of  en  trance 
palmar  surface,  the  ball  passing  through  hand,  shattering  second  and 
third  metacarpal  bones,  and  making  its  exit  on  the  dorsal  surface,  caus- 
ing an  extensive  wound  of  exit.  Transferred  to  Solace,  where  the  com- 
minuted metacarpal  bones  were  resected  and  part  immobilized. 
Admitted  to  naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  July  16.  The  wound  was  slow  in 
healing,  and  the  final  result  was  thickening  of  the  tissues  of  palm  and 
stiffness  of  first  three  fingers.  Discharged  from  the  service  September 
16, 1898.    Number  of  days  on  the  sick  list,  ninety-two. 

Case  No.  19. — Wound  of  left  foot  from  accidental  discharge  of  his 
rifle  (Lee-Metford),  received  June  16.  Ball  entered  between  heel  and 
internal  malleolus,  making  its  exit  in  middle  plantar  surface.  No 
injury  to  bone.  Transferred  to  Solace,  thence  to  naval  hospital,  Nor- 
folk. Patient  was  admitted  to  naval  hospital,  Philadelphia,  August  2, 
at  which  time  wound  had  practically  healed.  He  was  discharged  to 
duty  August  30.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  seventy -five. 

Case  No.  20. — Gunshot  wound  of  left  foot  from  accidental  discharge 
of  his  own  rifle  (Lee-Metford),  received  June  20.  Bullet  passed  through 
fourth  toe,  comminuting  phalanges,  also  producing  a  lacerated  wound 
of  fifth  toe.  Transferred  to  Solace,  where  fourth  toe  was  amputated. 
Admitted  to  naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  July  16,  and  discharged  to  duty 
in  excellent  condition  August  8.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  forty-five. 

Case  No.  21. — Gunshot  wound  of  left  forearm  from  accidental  dis- 
charge of  a  comrade's  rifle,  received  June  20.  Bullet  entered  at  ante- 
rior surface,  completely  comminuting  the  radius  for  3  inches  in  its 
middle  third;  ulna  fractured  at  junction  of  middle  and  lower  third; 
muscles  extensively  lacerated;  vessels  intact.  Transferred  to  Solace, 
where  the  radius  was  resected  and  ulna  sutured.  Aseptic  dressing 
applied  and  part  immobilized.  Admitted  to  naval  hospital,  Norfolk, 
July  16,  and  transferred  August  1  to  naval  hospital,  Philadelphia, 
where  he  is  still  under  treatment.  The  wounds  of  entrance  and  exit 
have  healed,  with  exception  of  slight  crust  on  latter.  Fibrous  union 
has  resulted,  with  impaired  motion  of  hand  and  fingers;  pronation  and 
supination  being  lost.  A  skiograph,  taken  October  13,  indicates  that 
resection  of  both  bones  will  be  necessary.  Patient  remains  in  hospi- 
tal. Number  of  days  on  sick  list  to  October  20,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three. 

Case  No.  22. — Gunshot  wound  of  last  phalanx  of  left  great  toe  from 
accidental  discharge  of  his  own  rifle  (Lee-Metford).  Patient  discharged 
to  duty.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  fifteen. 

ENGAGEMENT  OFF  SANTIAGO,  JUNE  22,  1898. 

U.    S.    S.   INDIANA. 

Case  No.  1. — Gunshot  wound  of  right  leg  from  accidental  discharge 
of  a  revolver.    Ball  entered  calf  of  leg  in  the  middle  and  to  inner  side, 
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taking  its  course  upward  and  outward  for  3J  inches.  Wound  dressed 
aseptically,  and  patient  discharged  to  duty  well  July  2.  Number  of 
days  on  sick  list,  ten. 

U.    S.    S.    TEXAS. 

Case  No.  1. — Lacerated  wounds  from  explosion  of  a  6-inch  shell. 
The  body  was  mangled  and  partly  dismembered.  Death  was  instan- 
taneous. 

Case  No.  2. — Lacerated  wound  in  front  of  right  ear  from  fragment  of 
shell.  Wound  dressed  and  patient  discharged  to  duty  same  day. 
Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  one. 

Case  No.  3. — Lacerated  wound  of  left  forearm  and  contusion  of  left 
popliteal  space  from  fragments  of  shell.  The  wound  of  forearm 
involved  only  soft  parts.  Upon  exploration  no  fragments  of  shell 
could  be  found.  Discharged  to  duty  July  3.  Number  of  days  on  sick 
list,  nine. 

Case  No.  4. — Lacerated  wound  of  right  great  toe.  Fragment  of  shell 
removed  from  wound  and  aseptic  dressing  applied.  Discharged  to  duty 
June  22, 1898.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  one. 

Case  No.  5. — Contused  wound  behind  right  ear  from  fragment  of 
shell.  Not  serious.  Discharged  to  duty  June  22.  Number  of  days  on 
sick  list,  one. 

Case  No.  6. — Lacerated  wounds  of  right  thigh  and  left  leg  from 
fragments  of  shell.  Careful  exploration  failed  to  reveal  any  of  the 
fragments  in  the  wounds.  Gauze  drainage  was  employed  and  aseptic 
dressings  applied.  Patient  was  transferred  to  Solace,  thence  to  naval 
hospital,  Norfolk,  where  he  was  admitted  July  16  and  discharged  to 
duty  July  23.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  thirty-one. 

Case  No.  7. — Flesh  wound  about  2J  inches  in  length,  extending  down 
to  great  trochanter  of  left  femur.  Patient  transferred  to  Solace,  thence 
to  naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  where  he  was  admitted  July  16.  The  wound 
healed  perfectly,  and  he  was  discharged  to  duty  August  29  in  excellent 
condition.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  sixty-eight. 

Case  No.  8. — Burns  of  forehead,  eyelids,  right  ear,  nose,  lips,  left 
hand,  and  right  wrist  from  powder  flash  of  bursting  shell.  Injuries 
superficial  and  shock  very  slight.  Patient  transferred  to  Solace, 
thence  to  naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  where  he  was  admitted  July  16  and 
discharged  to  duty  July  22.  This  man  was  assigned  to  duty  on  the 
TJ.  S.  8.  Ccesar,  where  he  was  surveyed  July  31  for  persistent  headache 
resulting  from  the  concussion  of  the  exploding  shell  on  June  22.  A 
second  survey  was  held  September  1,  and  in  accordance  therewith  he 
was  invalided  from  the  service  by  reason  of  chronic  inflammation  of 
right  ear  and  persistent  headache.  Number  of  days  on  sick  list  for 
burns,  thirty. 

Case  No.  9. — Seventeen  lacerated  wounds  from  shell  fragments;  prin- 
cipal injuries  located  as  follows :  One  of  right  thigh,  3J  inches  in  length, 
below  groin,  extending  deeply  into  outer  muscles;  one  near  insertion  of 
patellar  ligament,  lacerating  and  bruising  soft  tissues  to  outer  side  of 
left  tibia;  one  2J  inches  above  left  ankle  down  to  the  tendons;  one  of 
left  eyelid,  the  iris  being  torn  and  haemorrhage  into  ocular  humours 
caused,  although  no  external  wound  of  eyeball  produced ;  several  trivial 
wounds  of  wrists  and  feet.  Patient  was  transferred  to  Solace,  thence 
to  naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  and  later  on  to  naval  hospital,  Philadelphia, 
where  he  was  admitted  on  August  3.  On  admission  the  wounds  below 
left  knee  and  outer  side  of  thigh  were  found  unhealed  and  the  outer 
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quadrant  of  left  iris  detached.  On  September  1  wounds  were  recorded 
as  healed.  September  17  the  detached  portion  of  iris  fixed  by  adhe- 
sions and  the  lens  becoming  cloudy.  The  cloudiness  of  the  lens  has 
progressed  and  vision  has  steadily  failed.  Patient  surveyed  October 
10,  and  recommended  to  be  invalided  from  the  service.  Number  of 
days  on  sick  list,  one  hundred  and  ten. 

ENGAGEMENT  OFF  SANTIAGO,  JULY  3,  1898. 

V.    S.    S.    BROOKLYN. 

Case  No.  1. — A  chief  yeoman,  while  determining  range  of  the  enemy 
on  the  open  deck  with  stadimeter,  had  his  head  blown  off  by  a  large 
shell,  only  the  base  of  the  skull  remaining.    Death  instantaneous. 

Case  No.  2. — Lacerated  wound  of  right  thigh ;  two  fragments  of  shell 
entering  on  inner  surface,  passing  behind  the  femur  and  making  their 
exit  externally  at  junction  of  middle  and  lower  third  of  thigh.  There 
were  also  superficial  wounds  of  both  legs.  Aseptic  dressings  applied, 
and  patient  transferred  to  Solace,  thence  to  naval  hospital,  Norfolk, 
where  he  was  admitted  July  16.  Wounds  healed,  and  on  August  29 
he  was  discharged  to  duty.     Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  fifty-seven. 

Oase  No.  3. — Eupture  of  right  tympanic  membrane  from  blast  of  an 
8-inch  gun.  Marked  inflammation  of  membrane,  which  later  on  sub- 
sided, the  hearing  having  been  diminished  one-half.  Was  not  admitted 
to  sick  list. 

Case  No.  4. — Superficial  lacerated  wound  of  left  iliac  region  from 
fragment  of  shell.    Not  admitted  to  sick  list. 

Case  No.  5. — Eupture  of  left  tympanic  membrane,  resulting  in  otitis 
media.  Not  admitted  to  sick  list  at  time  of  action,  but  was  subse- 
quently treated  from  August  6  to  August  8.  Number  of  days  on  sick 
list,  two. 

Case  No.  6. — Eupture  of  tympanic  membrane  from  blast  of  great  gun. 
Not  admitted  to  sick  list  at  time  of  engagement,  but  was  under  treat- 
ment from  July  28  to  August  3  for  resulting  otitis  media.  Number  of 
days  on  sick  list,  six. 

Case  No.  7. — Eupture  of  tympanic  membrane  from  blast  of  8-inch  gun. 
Patient  did  not  report  for  five  days  after  injury,  at  which  time  there 
was  resulting  otitis  media  and  destruction  of  membrane. 

U.  S.  S.  TEXAS. 

Case  No.  1. — Fracture  of  right  fibula,  as  result  of  blast  of  great  gun 
throwing  him  from  guu  deck  to  handling  room  through  ammunition 
hoist.  Patient  transferred  to  naval  hospital,  New  York,  August  6, 
and  discharged  to  duty  September  7.  Number  of  days  on  sick  list, 
sixty-five. 

Case  No.  2. — Eupture  of  left  tympanic  membrane  from  blast  of  great 
gun.    Discharge  to  duty  same  day.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  one. 

Case  No.  3. — Eupture  of  left  tympanic  membrane  and  contusion  of 
left  great  toe.    Not  admitted  to  sick  list. 

Case  No.  4. — Conjunctivitis,  resulting  from  powder  burn  during 
engagement.  Discharged  to  duty  July  5.  Number  of  days  on  sick 
list,  two. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ENGAGEMENTS. 


U.  S.  S.  YANKEE. 


Gase  No.  1. — Lacerated  wounds  of  left  shoulder,  caused  by  fragment 
of  shell.  The  outer  one-flfth  of  clavicle,  the  greater  portion  of  head  of 
humerus  and  inner  one-third  of  spine  of  scapula  carried  away.  Injury 
received  June  13.  There  was  a  triangular  wound  over  tip  of  left 
shoulder,  occupying  position  of  middle  libers  of  deltoid,  and  a  ragged 
one  over  free  portion  of  spine  of  scapula,  communicating  with  the  joint. 
Small  fragments  of  comminuted  bone  filled  both  wound  cavities,  which 
were  connected  by  a  free  incision.  After  removing  all  particles  of  bone 
and  rounding  off  the  head  of  the  humerus  with  bone  forceps  the  wound 
was  closed  and  dressed  aseptically.  Patient  was  transferred  to  Solace, 
and  thence  to  naval  hospital,  Norfolk,  where  he  was  admitted  July  16. 
The  wound  healed,  leaving  a  stiff  shoulder  joint,  and  September  24  he 
was  invalided  from  the  service.  Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  one  hun- 
dred and  three. 


U.    S.    S.   BANCROFT. 


Gase  Wo.  1. — Gunshot  wound  received  in  engagement  at  Cortes  Bay, 
Cuba,  on  the  2d  of  August.  The  projectile  entered  at  level  of  third  rib 
on  the  right  side  just  external  to  sternum,  fracturing  the  rib  and  evi- 
dently wounding  the  aorta,  from  the  very  great  loss  of  blood.  Death 
was  instantaneous. 


TJ.    S.    S.   AMPHITRITE. 


Gase  No.  1. — Gunshot  wound  of  left  thigh,  received  August  7,  from 
bullet  discharged  accidentally  from  a  revolver  at  a  distance  of  10  feet. 
The  projectile  entered  the  left  testicle,  and,  continuing  its  course, 
entered  the  left  thigh,  wounding  the  femoral  artery  and  vein,  and 
embedding  itself  in  the  capsule  of  the  hip  joint.  Shock  was  profound, 
and  operation  was  delayed  until  patient  should  have  rallied  sufficiently 
to  undergo  the  same.  Traumatic  gangrene  having  set  in,  amputation 
was  deemed  imperative,  in  spite  of  constitutional  contraindications. 
The  operation  (performed  on  August  10),  which  lasted  one  hour  and 
was  attended  with  little  loss  of  blood,  was  followed  by  death  about 
three  hours  later.    Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  three. 

U.   S.    S.   EAGLE. 

Gase  No.  i.— Incised  wound  of  left  foot,  received  on  July  12,  while 
engaged  in  destroying  a  captured  steamer.  Wound  extended  from 
internal  malleolus  to  tip  of  calcaneum,  severing  posterior  tibial  artery 
and  tendo  achilles.  Artery  ligated  and  tendon  sutured.  Patient  dis- 
charged to  army  general  hospital  on  July  21,  at  which  time  the  wound 
was  healing  satisfactorily.  The  case  was  discharged  to  duty  August  5. 
Number  of  days  on  sick  list,  twenty-four. 
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Summary  of  casualty  report. 


Action  of  Mauila  Bay  (May  1; 

Action  off  Cienfuegos  (May  11) 

Action  off  Cardenas  (May  11) 

Action  off  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico  (May  12) 

Engagements  at  Guantanamo,  Cuba  (June  11  to  20) 

Engagement  off  Santiago  (June  22) 

Engagement  off  Santiago  (July  3) 

Miscellaneous ; 

Yankee  (June  13) 

Eagle  (July  12) 

Bancroft  (.August  2) 

Amphitrite  (August  7) 

Total 


492 
64 
320 
1,051 
261 
133 

103 
24 


2,539 


STATISTICAL  EBPORT  OF  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  NAVY 
AND  MARINE  OOEPS  DUEING  THE  PEEIOD  OF  HOSTILL 
TIES  APEIL  21  TO  AUGUST  12, 1898,  IKOLUSIYE. 

The  average  strength  of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  for  the  114  days 
of  hostilities  (April  21  to  August  12,  inclusive)  was  26,102. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  occurring  during  this  period  was  85,  of- 
which  29  were  from  injuries  and  56  from  diseases,  being  at  the  rate  of 
10.40  per  1,000  per  year.    (Table  VI.) 

There  were  18  persons  killed  in  battle  or  died  subsequently  of  their 
wounds.  The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  exclusive  of  those 
killed  in  battle,  was  67,  being  at  the  rate  of  8.19  per  1,000  per  year. 

NOKTH  ATLANTIC   STATION. 

In  the  returns  from  the  squadron  operating  in  Cuban  waters  are  rep- 
resented 48  vessels,  with  an  average  complement  of  11,599.  This  force 
furnished  a  total  number  of  sick  days  of  19,670,  affording  a  daily  aver- 
age of  patients  of  182. 

There  were  2,800  admissions  for  disease  and  701  for  injuries.  The 
average  number  of  days'  treatment  per  case  for  injuries  was  5.81,  and 
that  for  diseases  5.55. 

As  showing  the  effects  of  war  service  upon  the  crews  of  the  various 
types  of  ships,  the  monitors  gave  an  average  ratio  per  1,000  of  force 
sick  daily  during  the  war  of  17.48;  for  1897, 10.87;  battle  ships,  12.34, 
against  12.38  in  1897 ;  cruisers,  17.01,  as  against  17.31  for  1897 ;  gun- 
boats, 15.74,  as  against  20.14  for  1897. 

As  regards  heat  prostration  on  the  various  types  of  vessels,  the 
monitors  furnished  20  cases,  with  38  sick  days,  a  rate  of  25.80  per  1,000 
for  cases  and  49.03  for  sick  days ;  the  battle  ships,  71  cases,  with  210 
sick  days,  a  rate  per  1,000  of  27.36  for  cases  and  80.92  for  sick  days; 
the  cruisers  gave  42  cases  and  135  sick  days,  a  rate  of  12.75  per  1,000 
for  cases  and  41  per  1,000  for  sick  days ;  the  gunboats  furnished  17 
cases  and  54  sick  days,  the  rate  per  1,000  being  8.90  and  28.28, 
respectively 
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Of  the  diseases  especially  incident  to  operations  in  a  tropical  climate, 
there  were  226  cases  of  malarial  diseases,  giving  a  total  number  of 
sick  days  of  1,105.  There  were  18  cases  of  dysentery,  with  107  sick 
days.  One  hundred  and  eighty-one  cases  of  heat  stroke  were  under 
treatment  for  629  days.  Diarrhoeal  affections  furnished  292  admissions 
and  1,120  sick  days. 

There  were  310  admissions  for  injuries,  with  4,120  sick  days. 

Of  the  3,501  admissions  only  12  were  for  typhoid  fever. 

ASIATIC   STATION. 

The  health  of  the  squadron  operating  in  Asiatic  waters  during  that 
period  of  the  war  extending  from  April  21  to  June  30,  inclusive,  varied 
but  little  from  that  for  1897,  the  ratio  per  1,000  of  force  sick  daily 
being  less  on  the  Olympia  for  this  period  than  for  1897,  and  slightly  in 
excess  as  regards  the  other  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

Of  those  affections  peculiarly  incident  to  war  operations  in  a  tropical 
country,  there  occurred  44  cases  of  malarial  diseases,  total  sick  days 
343;  20  of  heat  stroke,  total  sick  days  73;  38  of  diarrhoeal  affections, 
sick  days  118;  and  3  cases  of  dysentery,  with  21  sick  days. 

There  were  52  admissions  for  injuries,  with  399  sick  days. 

One  death  occurred  on  the  Boston  from  acute  dysentery 

During  the  progress  of  the  battle  of  Manila  Bay  there  were  6  cases 
of  heat  stroke,  distributed  among  the  vessels  of  the  fleet  as  follows: 
Baltimore,  1;  Boston,  2;  Concord,  1;  Ealeigh,  2.  These  6  cas^s  gave  a 
total  of  7  sick  days. 

MAEINB  BATTALION,   NORTH  ATLANTIC  FLEET. 

The  average  strength  of  the  marine  battalion  April  21  to  August  12, 
inclusive,  was  588 — 21  ofQcers  and  567  men. 

During  the  period  of  hostilities  this  force  served  36  days  on  board 
a  transport,  being  at  sea  about  10  days  of  the  time.  On  June  10  a 
landing  was  made  at  Guantanamo,  Cuba,  where  the  battalion  was  in 
camp  for  the  remainder  of  the  war. 

The  daily  average  of  patients  was  18.14,  and  the  rate  per  1,000  of 
force  sick  daily  22.34. 

There  were  6  deaths,  all  of  which  occurred  in  the  engagements  with 
Che  Spanish  troops,  not  a  single  fatal  case  occurring  from  disease. 

Of  general  infectious  diseases,  there  were  7  cases  of  dysentery,  19  of 
malarial  diseases,  3  of  pneumonia,  and  12  of  measles. 

During  the  entire  period  of  hostilities  there  was  not  a  case  of  typhoid 
fever. 

An  interesting  fact  in  connection  with  the  health  record  of  this 
force  is  that  for  the  39  days  intervening  between  the  signing  of  the 
protocol  and  the  disbanding  of  the  battalion  there  were  only  14  admis- 
sions to  the  sick  list,  with  a  total  of  115  sick  days,  affording  as  the 
daily  average  of  patients  2.94,  and  the  ratio  per  1,000  of  force  sick 
daily  5. 

None  of  these  cases  were  invalided  to  hospital  or  from  service,  all 
having  been  discharged  to  duty. 

STATISTICAL   TABLES. 

The  following  statistical  tables  give  in  detail  the  data  obtained  from 
the  reports  of  patients  treated  on  board  those  vessels  of  the  I^tavy 
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actively  engaged  in  the  operations  of  war,  and  thereby  subjected  to 
conditions  calculated  to  have  an  unfavorable  effect  upon  the  health  of 
the  persons  serving  thereon. 

In  several  minor  instances  these  returns  have  not  yet  been  received, 
and  as  a  consequence  the  facts  as  to  admissions  and  dispositions  refer 
only  to  those  vessels  included  in  Tables  I  and  III;  but  Table  VI 
embraces  all  deaths  occurring  in  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  during 
the  entire  period  of  hostilities. 

The  information  relating  to  the  health  statistics  of  the  ships  of  the 
Asiatic  Station  is  derived  from  reports  covering  the  period  April  21 
to  June  30,  inclusive,  the  returns  of  the  last  forty-three  days  of  the 
war  not  having  been  received  as  yet. 

I.  North  Atlantic  Station :  Names  of  vessels,  periods  of  war  service, 
average  complements,  admissions  for  disease  and  injury,  sick  days, 
daily  average  of  patients  for  war  and  1897,  ratio  per  1,000  of  force  sick 
daily  for  war  and  1897,  and  disposition  of  cases. 

II.  North  Atlantic  Station :  Detailed  statement. 

III.  Asiatic  Station :  Names  of  vessels,  period  of  war  service,  aver- 
age complements,  admissions  for  disease  and  injury,  sick  days,  daily 
average  of  patients  for  war  and  1897,  ratio  per  1,000  of  force  sick  daily 
for  war  and  1897,  and  disposition  of  cases. 

lY.  Asiatic  Station:  Detailed  statement. 

V.  Detailed  statement  of  health  of  Marine  Battalion,  North  Atlantic 
fleet. 

VI.  Mortuary  record,  embracing  all  deaths  occurring  in  the  Navy 
and  Marine  Corps  during  period  of  hostilities,  giving  causes.of  deatli 
and  places  of  occurrence. 

Table  I. — North  Atlantio  Station. — Period  of  service,  average  complements,  admissions 
for  disease  and  injury,  sick  days,  daily  average  of  patients,  discharges  to  duty,  transfers 
to  hospital,  discharges  from  the  service,  eases  continued  subsequent  to  August  IS,  and 
deaths  on  each  ship  for  the  period  of  hostilities,  April  Zl  to  August  12,  inclusive. 
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1 

1 

I 
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114 
114 
114 
78 
114 
114 
114 
114 
114 
114 
114 
114 
114 
100 
114 
114 
114 
114 
114 
114 
114 
114 

200 
139 
252 
143 
652 
146 
123 
450 
252 
125 
64 
54 
183 
571 
687 
101 
665 
63 
158 
267 
144 
480 
171 
175 
427 

77 
29 
27 
43 

110 
25 
48 
90 
35 
22 
11 
15 
35 

123 

102 
40 

101 
10 
39 
70 
66 

121 
24 
67 
88 

20 

10 

1 

7 

41 

13 

13 

23 

4 

10 

7 

6 

1 

47 

26 

11 

38 

3 

9 

31 

2 

31 

13 

12 

35 

97 
39 
28 
50 

151 
38 
61 

113 
39 
32 
18 
21 
36 

170 

128 
51 

139 
13 
48 

101 
67 

152 
37 
69 

123 

374 
325 
167 
246 
988 
459 
227 
603 
228 
166 

92 
119 

95 
928 
702 
176 
685 

43 
304 
669 
380 
765 
398 
370 
658 

3.28 
2.85 
1.61 
2.15 
8.66 
4.02 
2.91 
6.28 
2.00 
1.46 
0.81 
1.04 
0.83 
8.14 
6.16 
1.54 
6.85 
0.37 
2.66 
6.86 
3.33 
6.71 
3.49 
3.24 

1.21 
2.29 

'2."78 
9.66 
4.47 

"i."72 
3.95 
1.79 

'6.'47 
2.69 
6.41 
5.46 
0.81 
6.78 

'436 
4.96 

'e.'is 

16.00 
20.50 

5.99 
16.03 
15.68 
27.53 
23.65 
11.73 

7.93 
11.60 
12.50 
19.25 

4.53 
14.25 
10.47 
15.24 
12.12 

6.87 
16.83 
21.94 
23.12 
13.97 
20.40 
18.51 

11.00 
16.22 

23.' 97 
20.00 
31.48 

"8."43 
19.17 
17.05 

'i6.'22 
15.65 
14.47 
11.77 
10.25 
24.49 

'so.' 92 
23.63 

'u'.'d 
'ii'.'d 

76 
33 

23 
38 

130 
31 
45 
85 
29 
25 
15 
18 
34 

147 

107 
29 
78 
8 
33 
82 
68 

133 
31 
62 
92 

16 

4 

2 

9 

7 

4 

13 

22 

3 

6 

1 

3 

1 

13 

16 

18 

41 

5 

13 

11 

2 

8 

2 

6 

14 

0 
0 
0 
0 
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0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
17 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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Table  I. — Jiorth  Atlaniio  Station. — Period  of  service,  average  complements,  etc. — Cont'd. 


^ames  of  ships. 


Montgomery 114 

Naahville 114 

UewOrleans 114 

Newport 114 

New  York 114 

Oregon 114 

Panther 114 

Peoria 91 

Prairie 97 

Princeton 78 

Puritan 114 

San  Francisco !  114 

Scindia I    84 

Southery I  103 

Supply 101 


Terror.. 

Texas 

Topeka 

Vesuvius 

Vicksburg  . . 
Wilmington. 

Yankton 

Xosemlte 


Total. 


?.a 


281 
179 
411 
142 
652 
524 
141 

50 
251 
138 
233 
372 
108 

52 

77 
167 
433 
197 

78 
139 
177 

83 
322 


11,  599 


Admissions. 


114 
39 

135 
34 

189 
81 
44 
11 
42 
30 
76 

142 
38 
14 
34 


10 

41 

14 

163 


2,800 


121 
52 

159 
41 

226 

102 
46 
13 
52 
36 
96 

166 
42 
19 
39 
53 

116 
38 
16 
14 
49 
18 

176 


772 
283 
572 
237 
,647 
685 
226 

54 
171 
103 
633 
815 
118 

45 
181 
313 
672 
176 

90 
178 
265 

65 
702 


3.23 
1.38 


1.85 
6.97 
4.44 


1.56 
8.96 


2.07 
5.21 


0.91 
0.66 


o  gg 


24.09 
13.85 
12.18 
14.57 
22.14 
11.45 
14.04 
11.80 

7.01 

9.56 
20.04 
19.19 
12.96 

8.26 
23.24 
16.40 
11.59 

5.32 
10.00 
11.22 
13.10 

8.79 
22.23 


13.40 
8.57 


14.23 
13.03 
10.11 


8.00 
24.41 


13.62 
14.12 


14.00 
6.29 
20.52 


Jo 

a*- 


110 
46 

140 
26 

168 
80 
42 
12 
38 
23 
71 

118 
38 
13 
33 
35 
85 
30 
12 
6 
38 
17 

160 


2,777 


B  S 

3* 


2 

0 
82 
6 
0 
0 
2 
2 
5 
5 
2 
2 
6 
8 
0 
4 
2 
0 
7 
1 
7 


Table  II. — North  Atlantic  Station. — Detailed  Statement. 


Diseases. 


Ad- 
mitted, 


Dis 

charged 

to 

duty. 


Invalided. 


To  hos-     From 
pital.     service. 


Con- 
tinued 
Aug.  12. 


CLASS  I. 

Parasites  and  parasitic  diseases. 

Scabies , 

Taenia 

Tinea  trichophytina 

CLASS  II. 

General  infectious  diseases  (nonvenereal) 

Cachexia  malarialis 

Catarrhus  epidemicus 

Cholera  morbus ,* 

Biphtheria 

Dysenteria  acuta 

Dysenteria  chronica 

Erysipelas 

Febris  enterlca 

Pebris  intermittens ■ 

Febris  pneumonica 

Febris  remittens ■ 

Morbilli ■ 

Parotitis  epidemica 

Bheumatismus  articularis  acntus 

Bheumatismus  articularis  chronicus 

Bubella 

Tuberculosis  pneumonica  acuta 

Tuberculosis  pneumonica  chronica 

Vaccina 


14 

218 

9 

1 

17 

1 

6 

12 

138 

11 

74 

19 

1 

47 

10 

7 

8 

10 

29 


5 
202 


5 

2 

113 

1 

47 

6 

1 

25 

1 

7 


12 
2 
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Table  II. — North  Atlantic  Station. — Detailed  Statement— ContiTm^A. 


Biseastts. 


Ad 
mitted. 


Dis- 
charged 
to 
duty. 


Invalided. 


To  hos- 
pital. 


From 
service. 


Died. 


Con- 
tinued 
Aug.l2. 


CLASS  III. 

Conslituiional  disorders  of  nutrition. 

Ansemia 

Debilitas  senilis 

Diabetes  mellitus 

Leucocythemia 

Lithaimia ,.... 

Purpura  hsBmorrliagica ". 

CLASS  IV. 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  system. 

Apoplexia 

Atrophia  muscularis  progessiva 

Cephalalgia 

Dementia 

Epilepsia 

Febris  continua  simplex 

Febris  ephemera 

Febris  thermica 

Hemicrauia 

Mania 

Melancholia 

Meningitis 

Monoplegia 

Kausea  marina 

Neuralgia 

Neurasthenia 

Neuritis 

Neuritis  multiplex 

Neurosis  hy  steroidea 

Paranoia 

Prostratio  thermica 

Sciatica 

Torticollis  spasmodica 

Vertigo 

CLASS  V. 

Diseases  of  the  visual  apparatus. 

Amblyopia 

Asthenopia 

Conjunctivitis 

Cornese  ulcus 

Iritis 

Hetinitis 

CLASS   VI. 

Diseases  of  the  auditory  apparatus. 

Otalgia 

Otitis  externa 

Otitis  media 

Surditas 

CLASS  VII. 

Diseases  of  the  olfactory  apparatus. 


Antriabscessus. 
Khinitis  acuta . . 


CLASS  VIII.— DISEASES  OF  THE  NUTRITIVE  APPA- 
RATUS. 

Suisidiary  class  1 Diseases  of  the  digestive  appa- 
ratus, 

Ani  prolapsio 

Ani  rhagades 

Appendicitis 

Catarrhus  gastricus  aoutus 

Catarrbus  gastricus  chronicus 

Catarrhus  intestinalis  acutus 

Catarrbus  intestinalis  chronicus 


2 

1 
24 

1 
12 
51 
118 
22 

2 


2 

2 

20 

34 

20 

1 

1 

2 

2 

169 

12 

1 

16 


23 
1 
3 

46 
110 

19 
1 
1 
1 


162 


4 

4 

7 

7 

26 

22 

1 



2 
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Tablts  II.— North  Atlantic  Stution.— Detailed  Statement— Continued. 


Ad- 
mitted. 

Dis- 
chargee 
to 
duty. 

Invalided. 

Died. 

Con- 

Diseases. 

To  hos- 
pital. 

Prom 
service. 

tinued 
Aug.l2. 

CLASS  VIII. — DISEASES  OP  THE  NUTRITIVE  APPA- 

EATUs— continued. 

Subsidiary  class  l.—JDiseases  of  the  digestive  appa- 
ratus—ContinaGd. 
CholeUthiaaia 

3 

60 

•20 

228 

3 

3 

1 

22 

32 

2 

5 

3 

6 

2 

22 

103 

1 
1 
3 
1 
12 
6 
1 
2 
2 

17 
1 

3 
2 
153 
9 
33 
1 
8 
1 
7 
3 

4 
5 
117 
6 
4 
19 
2 

116 
1 
2 
8 
1 
1 
7 
11 
CO 
2 
1 

1 

57 

18 

206 

1 

1 

1 

16 

27 

i' 

2 

6 

1 

20 

98 

i 

6 

2 

1 
1 
2 
2 
2 

Colica 

2 

1 
20 

GonstJpatio 

Diarrhea  simplex 

Dyspepsia  nervosa 

Fistula  in  ano 

Gastralgia 

Hsemormoids 

5 
1 
2 
2 
1 

2 
i 

Hepatis  congestio 

Hepatitis  suppurativa 

Icterus 

Odontalgia 

Periodontitis 

Periproctitis 

1 
2 
2 

1 
1 
3 

Pharyngitia 

TonsiliUs 

Subsidiary  class  B.— Diseases  of  the  circulatory 
apparatus. 

Blood  vessels : 

Aneurysma 

Angina  pectoris 

Arteriorosclftrosis    ,     . 

Cordis  palpitatio 

6 

4 

■ 

2^ 

1 
1 

Pericarditis 

1 

12 
1 

2 

""'iii' 

3 
31 

s' 

1 
1 

1 

1 

5 

105 

4 

4 

13 

1 

97 
1 
2 
5 
1 
1 
6 

10 
57 
2 
1 

1 
1 

3 

Varix 

1 

2 

Lymphatics : 

Lymphadenitis 

apparatus. 

1 

Bronchopneumonitis 

i 

10 
4 

1 

Bronchitis  chronica 

2 

Hsemopty  sis  -■ 

1 

4 
2 

3 

2 

Pleurilis  chronica 

Arthritis 

7 
2 

Periostitis 

5 
1 

6 

1 

T'hecitis 

CLASS  X. 

Diseases  of  the  cutaneous  apparatus. 

14 

CAl1iil)tin                                                                     

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Impetigo 

;:::::::;;  .....1 
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Table  II. — North  Atlantic  Station. — Detailed  Statement — Continued. 


Diseases. 


Ad- 
mitted. 


Dis 
charged 
to  duty. 


Invalided. 


To  hos- 
pital. 


From 
service. 


Died. 


Con- 
tinned 
Aug.  12. 


CLASS  X — continued. 

Diseases  of  the  cutaneous  apparatus—  Continued, 

Lichen 

Paronychia 

Pemphigus 

Ulcus ,--- 

Unguis  involutus 

Urticaria - 

"Verruca 

CLASS  XI. 

Venereal  diseases  and  diseases  of  the  genito- 
urinary apparatus. 

Adenitis  inguinalis  (venereal) 

Arthritis  gonorrhoica 

Chancroid 

Cystitis 

Enuresis 

Epididymitis 

Gonorrncea. . .  _• 

.  Heematuria 

Hydrocele - 

Nephritis  chronica 

Orchitis 

Paraphimosis 

Phimosis 

Syphilis  consecutiva 

Syphilis  primitiva 

tfrethrae  strictnra 

Urina  suppressa 

Tmcocele 

CLASS  XII. 

Oysts  a/nd  new  growths. 

Chondroma 

Epithelioma 

Sarcoma ^ 

CLASS  XIII. 

Injuries. 

Abrasio 

Ambustio  ex  calore 

Asphyxia 

Asphyxia  ex  submersione ■ 

Concussio 

Contusio ■ 

Fractnra 

Fulminis  ictus 

Hernia 

Luxatio 

Hembranse  tympani  ruptlo 

Sole  excoctus 

Stremma 

Vulnus  contusum 

Vulnus  incisUm 

Vulnus  laceratum 

Tulnu*  punctum 

VoluuB  aclopeticum 

CLASS  XV. 

Poisons. 

Alcoholismns 

Venenum  neuroticum 

Vulnus  venenatum 

Total 


59 

1 

3 

2 

186 

40 

1 

31 

4 

10 

7 

101 

73 

50 

75 

24 


1 
171 
23 
1 
1 


2,777 


29 


16 


203 
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Table  Ill.—Asiatio  Station — Period  of  service,  average  complements,  admissions  for  dis- 
ease and  injury,  sick  days,  daily  average  of  patients,  discharges  to  duty,  transfers  to 
hospital,  discharges  from  the  service,  eases  continued  subsequent  to  June  SO,  and  deaths 
on  each  ship  for  the  period  of  hostilities,  April  SI  to  June  SO,  inclusive. 


1 

'3" 
o  J? 

o 

a 

O 
u 

ID 
> 

Admissions. 

M 
m 

O  » 

S 
s 

i 

bfiio 

11 

1 

p. 

If 

n 

Cm 
O 

o 
I' 

|ll 

! 

1 

!, 

si- 

o 
'A 

si 

1 

"S 

1 
i 

Names  of  ships. 

HI 

5 

u 

1 

s 

1 

71 
71 
71 
71 
71 
71 

402 
274 
187 
454 
129 
297 

17 
66 
47 
28 
32 
56 

11 

8 
15 
4 
4 
10 

28 
74 
62 
32 
36 
66 

292 
560 
393 
402 
303 
437 

4.11 
7.88 
5.53 
5.66 
4.26 
6.15 

3.93 
8.20 
3.36 
6.20 
3.29 
6.31 

10.22 
28.75 
29.57 
12.46 
33.02 
20.70 

10.03 
22.53 
19.89 
13.87 
25.50 
18.45 

23 
71 
67 
28 
35 
60 

2 
0 
0 
0 

1 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 

3 
2 
5 
4 
0 
6 

Petrel      .  .. 

Total 

1,743 

246 

52 

298 

2,387 

S74 

3 

0 

1 

20 

Table  IV. — Asiatic  Station. — Detailed  statement. 


Ad- 
mitted. 

Dis- 
charged 
to  duty. 

Invalided. 

Died. 

Con- 

Diseases. 

To  hos- 
pital. 

rrom 
service. 

tinued 
June30. 

CLASS  II. 

General  infectious  diseases  (nonvenereal). 

1 
3 
1 
6 
37 
1 
5 
1 

1 
2 
3 
1 

1 
1 
19 

1 

1 
1 
1 

3 
2 

3 

1 
2 

1 

1 

6 
34 
1 
3 

3 

Morbilli    

2 



1 

CLASS  IV. 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  system. 

1 
2 
3 

1 

1 

1 

19 

1 

Sciatica                          .                                  

CLASS  V. 

Diseases  of  the  visual  apparatus. 

1 

1 
1 

3 
2 

3 

CLASS  VI. 

Diseases  of  the  auditory  apparatus. 
Otitis  media 

Surditas 

CLASS  VII. 

Diseases  of  the  olfactory  apparatus. 
Ehinitis  acuta 
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Table  IV. — Asiatic  Station. — Detailed  si  a  Yemeni— Continued. 


Diseases. 


Ad- 
mitted. 


Dis- 

cbarged 

to 

duty. 


Invalided. 


To  ho8-     From 
pital.     service, 


Died. 


Con- 
tinued 
Aug.  12. 


CLASS    VIII.— DISEASES    OF    THE    NUTRITIVE    APPA- 
RATUS. 

Subsidiary  Olass  1.— Diseases  of  the  digestive  appa- 
ratus. 

Appendicitis 

Catarrhus  gaatricua  acutns 

Catarrhus  antestinalia  acutus 

Catarrhus  intestinalis  cbronicus 

Cholelithiasis 

Colica 

Diarrhoea  simplex 

Dyspepsia  nervosa 

Fistula  in  ano 

Gastralgia 

Hsemorfhoids 

Hepatis  congestio -. 

3  cterus 

Tonsillitis 


Subsidiary  Olass  S.— Diseases  of  the  respiratory 
apparatus. 

Bronchitis  acuta 

Catarrhus  broncbialis 

LaryngitiB  acuta 

Pleuritis  acuta 


CLASS  IX. 

Diseases  of  the  motory  apparatus. 

Myalgia  acuta , 

Periostitis 

CLASS  X. 

Diseases  of  the  cutaneous  apparatus. 

Abscessus 

Cellulitis 

Furunculus 

Onychia 

Paronychia 

Pemphigus 

Ulcus 


CLASS  XI. 

Venereal  diseases  and  diseases  of  the  genito-urinary 
apparatus. 

Adenitis  inguinalis  (venereal) 

Arthritis  gonorrhoica 

Cystitis 

Epididymitis 

Orchitis 

Paraphimosis 

Phimosis 

Prostatitis 

Syphilis  consecutiva 

Syphilis  primitlva 

XTrethrse  strictura 


CLASS  XIII. 

_  Injuries. 


Abrasio 

Ambustio  ex  calore 

Contusio 

Fractura 

Hernia 

MembrausB  tympani  ruptio 

Stremma 

Vnlnus  contusum 

VulnuB  incisnm 

Yulnus  laceratum 

Vulnus  punctum 

Yulnas  sdopeticum 

CLASS  XV. 

Poisons. 
Dermatitis  venenata 

Total 


298 


274 
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Table  V. —  United  States  Marine  Battalion^  North  Atlantic  Fleet. — Detailed  Statement. 


Diseases. 


Ad- 
mitted. 


Dis- 
charged 
to  duty. 


To  hos- 
pital. 


Died. 


Con- 
tinued 
August 
12. 


Total 
number 
of  sick 

days. 


CLASS  I. 

Parasites  and  parasitic  diseases. 
Tiuea  trichophytina 


CLASS  n. 

General  irifectious  diseases  (nonvenereal), 

Catarrhus  epidemicus 

Dysenteiia  acuta 

Febris  intermittens 

Febris  pneumonioa 

I"ebria  remittens 

Morbilli 

Sheomatismus  articularis  acutus 

Tuberculosis  pnenmouica  chronica 

Yacoina 


Diseases  of  the  nervous  system. 

Fehris  continna  simples 

Melancholia 

Neurasthenia 

Ifenrosis  hyateroidea 

Prostratio  thermica 


CLASS  V. 

Diseases  of  the  visual  apparatus. 

ConjunctiTitia 

Jb^itis 


CLASS  VI. 

Diseases  of  the  auditory  apparatus. 
Otitis  media 


CLASS  VIII. — DISEASES  OF  THE  NUTRITIVE  APPA- 
KATUS- 

Subsidiary  Class  I. — JHseases  of  the  digestive  appa- 
ratus. 

CatarrhnB  gastricus  acutus 

Catarrhus  gastricus  chronicua 

Catarrhus  mtestinalis  acutus 

Biarrhcea  simplex 

HEBmorrhois 

Icterus 


Subsidiary  Class  II.— Diseases  of  the  circulatory 

apparatus. 
Lymphadenitis 


CLASS  IX. 

Diseases  of  the  motory  apparatus. 


Synovitis . 

Tnecitis . . 


Diseases  of  the  cutaneous  apparatus. 

Abscessus 

Ecthyma ■ 

ruronculus 

Herpes  zoster 

Lichen 


CLASS  xi. 

Ymereal  diseases  and  diseases  of  the  genito-uri- 

nary  apparatus. 

Adenitis  inguinalis  (venereal) 

Chancroid 


Cystitis. 

Epididymitis • 

Gonorrncea 

Syphilis  conaecutiva., 
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Table  V. — XI.  S.  Marine  Battalion,  North  Atlantic  Fleet. — Detailed  Statement— ConVA.. 


Diseases. 

Ad- 
mitted. 

Dis- 
charged 
to  duty. 

To  hos- 
pital. 

Died. 

Con- 
tinned 
August 

Total 
number 
of  aick 

days. 

CLASS  XII. 

Cysts  and  new  growths. 

1 
1 

6 
2 
2 
1 
8 
4 
4 
5 
1 
20 

1 
1 

1 
1 

6 

i' 

8 
3 
3 
5 

1 
2 

1 
1 

g 

6 

CLASS  XIII. 
Injuries. 

33 

1 
2 

1 

31 

5 

18 

33 

1 

31 

1 

21 

33 

2 

13 

5 

42 

CLASS  XV. 
Poisons. 

6 

3 



Total                    

197 

144 

41 

6 

6 

1,500 

Table  VI. — Mortuary  record  of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  during  period  of  hostilities. 


Number  of  deaths. 

Causes  of  death,  a 

1 

Pi 
O 

1 

f 

•11 

h 

C/3 

1 

IS 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

5 

3 
4 

4 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 
1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

3 

i 

1 

3 
2 

2 

1 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 
1 
2 
4 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

16 

5 

22 

Total                       

32 

8 

30 

4 

6 

5 

85 

aOnly  thirteen  oases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  on  the  vessels  included  in  Tables  I  and  III.  They 
furnished  1  death,  and  that  oconrred  in  hospital.  The  cases  of  dysentery  and  diarrhoeal  affections  on 
the  same  vessels  furnished  only  1  death.  Of  the  40  deaths  reported  from  hospitals  only  6  occurred 
among  those  transferred  from  the  vessels  mentioned— 1  each  from  gunshot  wound,  appendicitis, 
typhoid  fever,  pneumonia,  meningitis,  and  diphtheria. 
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EEPOET  OF  THE  COMMANDANT  OP  THE  UNITED    STATES 

MARINE  COEPS. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  G.,  September  24,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  condition 
and  services  of  the  United  States  Marine  Corps  for  the  past  year. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report  I  have  made  a  personal  inspection 
of  the  marine  barracks  at  the  navy-yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ;  Boston, 
Mass.;  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  League  Island,  Pa.,  and  the  naval  station, 
Newport,  E.  I.  It  is  my  intention  to  visit  the  navy-yards,  Norfolk,  Va. ; 
Pensacola,  Fla. ;  the  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  Md.,  and  the  naval 
station,  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C,  in  a  short  time. 

All  the  posts  visited  were  found  to  be  in  excellent  condition,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  a  number  of  them  have  been  in  charge  of  non- 
commissioned ofiBcers  since  the  troops  went  to  the  field  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war. 

At  the  time  my  last  report  was  made  the  roof  of  the  marine  barracks, 
Boston,  was  being  raised  and  electricity  introduced,  under  special 
appropriations  made  for  the  purpose.  This  work  has  been  completed 
satisfactorily,  and  the  barracks  is  now  sufficiently  large  to  accommo- 
date the  guard  that  is  required  at  that  yard. 

At  Brooklyn  the  repairs  referred  to  in  my  last  report  have  been  com- 
pleted and  the  barracks  and  all  buildings  painted  inside  and  out,  a 
personal  inspection  showing  that  all  the  work  has  been  done  in  a  thor- 
ouj"hly  satisfactory  manner.  The  repairs  were  conducted  by  First  Lieut. 
L.  C.  Lucas  until  April,  when  he  left  the  post,  and  were  continued  by 
Capt.  C.  P.  Porter,  under  the  direction  of  the  quartermaster  of  the 
corps. 

At  the  Puget  Sound  naval  station,  Bremerton,  Wash.,  the  parade 
ground  has  been  cleared  and  the  barracks  and  officers'  quarters  are 
nearing  completion. 

At  the  naval  station.  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C,  the  erection  of  a  building  ibr 
quarters  for  the  officer  stationed  there  has  been  completed  in  a  satis- 
factory manner. 

The  buildings  used  as  officers'  quarters  and  marine  barracks  at  the 
Mare  Island  Navy- Yard  suffered  considerable  damage  in  the  earth- 
quake of  March  31, 1898,  and  the  estimates  of  the  amount  necessary 
to  repair  this  damage,  based  upon  reports  of  a  board  of  survey,  were 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  April  12, 1898,  and  by  him 
approved  and  forwarded  to  Congress,  the  amount,  $5,425, being  included 
in  the  naval  appropriation  act  approved  May  4,  1898,  and  made  imme- 
diately available,  as  recommended.  The  appropriation  was  distributed 
as  follows:  Barracks,  $1,750;  house  No.  1,  $2,800;  house  No.  2,  $150; 
house  No.  3,  $50;  house  No.  4,  $100;  house  No.  5,  $575.  The  earth- 
quake mentioned  destroyed  the  naval  hospital  at  the  Mare  Island  Navy- 
Yard,  and  one  wing  of  the  marine  barracks  was  turned  over  to  the 
Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  for  the  temporaryuse  of  the  sick.  The 
barracks  being  thus  occupied  rendered  it  necessary  to  transfer  a  por- 
tion of  the  command  to  the  Pensacola,  lying  some  distance  from  the 
barracks,  causing  much  inconvenience  to  the  command.  The  building 
is  still  occupied  by  these  patients,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Bureau  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery  will  soon  have  other  accommodations  for  their 
use,  as  their  occupancy  of  a  portion  of  the  barracks  materially  inter- 
feres with  the  progress  of  the  repairs  to  the  building.  The  repairs 
Ab.  98 83 
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have  been  practically  finished,  with  the  exception  of  the  part  of  the 
building  turned  over  to  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

The  construction  of  officers'  quarters  at  Sitka,  Alaska,  a  contract  for 
which  has  been  made,  has  been  further  delayed  by  the  fact  that  the 
desired  site  could  not  be  obtained.  By  Executive  order  of  October  15, 
1897,  the  tract  of  land  known  as  Lot  20a,  the  proposed  site  of  the  build- 
ing, was  made  a  part  of  the  naval  reservation  at  Sitka ;  but  the  occupants 
of  the  land  refused  to  remove  their  improvements,  and  after  many  delays 
and  unsuccessful  attempts  to  have  them  removed,  and  after  more  than 
reasonable  notice  had  been  given  to  the  former  occupants,  the  command- 
ing officer  of  marines  at  Sitka  was  directed  to  take  possession  of  the 
land  and  remove  the  building.  This  step  was  not  taken  until  all  other 
means  to  secure  the  desired  result  had  been  exhausted.  The  construc- 
tion of  the  building  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as  information  is  received 
that  the  site  is  available. 

In  the  naval  appropriation  act  approved  May  4, 1898,  provision  was 
made  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings  at  the  Naval  Academy,  Annapo- 
lis, Md.,  and  the  removal  of  old  buildings  from  the  desired  sites.  The 
plans  which  were  adopted  provided  for  the  erection  of  the  new  armory 
on  the  site  of  the  marine  barracks  and  officers'  quarters,  thus  necessi- 
tating the  demolition  of  these  buildings.  I  was  not  aware  that  any 
such  action  was  contemplated,  as  no  notification  was  sent  to  me  until 
after  the  bill  had  become  a  law  and  the  work  of  tearing  down  the  bar- 
racks and  quarters  was  about  to  be  commenced,  when  I  received  a 
notice  from  the  superintendent  of  the  Naval  Academy  requesting  the 
removal  of  all  marine  property  and  stores  from  the  barracks  and  quar- 
ters, as  they  were  to  be  immediately  torn  down  to  make  room  for  the 
new  armory.  When  before  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives,  during  the  consideration  of  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill,  I  was  not  aware  that  an  appropriation  was  to  be  made  to 
erect  new  buildings  for  the  Naval  Academy,  rendering  it  necessary  to 
tear  down  the  marine  barracks  and  officers'  quarters,  and  therefore  did 
not  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  committee  when  the  Marine 
Corps  appropriations  were  being  considered.  After  learning  that  the 
bill  provided  for  new  Academy  buildings,  one  of  which  was  to  be 
erected  on  the  site  of  the  marine  barracks  and  officers'  quarters,  I 
immediately  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  June  17, 1898, 
an  estimate  of  $81,000  for  the  erection  of  new  barracks  and  quarters, 
to  be  included  in  the  deficiency  bill,  then  being  considered  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  of  the  Senate.  This  estimate  was  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  forwarded  to  Congress,  but  was  not 
included  in  the  appropriation.  In  the  estimates  submitted  by  the  under- 
signed for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  the  amount  above  referred 
to  is  included  for  the  erection  of  barracks  and  three  sets  of  officers' 
quarters,  which  it  is  hoped  the  Secretary  will  approve  and  submit  to 
Congress,  with  the  request  that  the  sum  be  made  immediately  avail- 
able. The  marines  now  at  Annapolis  are  temporarily  quartered  on  the 
Monongahela,  there  being  no  accommodations  of  any  kind  on  shore  for 
even  the  small  guard  now  there.  The  superintendent  of  the  Academy 
has  requested  that  a  full  guard  be  sent  to  Annapolis  for  duty  at  the 
Academy,  and  this  request  will  be  complied  with  when  the  men  are 
available  from  the  ships  about  to  be  placed  in  reserve.  Until  suitable 
barracks  are  provided,  it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  to  quarter  the 
men  on  board  the  Monongahela,  which  can  be  made  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose, but  is  not  suitable  for  permanent  quarters. 

In  accordance  with  the  Department's  instructions,  a  marine  guard, 
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under  command  of  First  Lieut.  B.  K.  Oole,  consisting  of  30  enlisted 
men,  was  established  at  the  navy-yard,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  on  December 
28,  1897.  The  next  month  the  guard  was  increased  by  7  privates  at 
the  request  of  the  commandant  of  the  station.  The  men  were  quar- 
tered in  the  upper  story  of  the  building  provided  by  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  it 'being  considered  by  the  medical  officers  of  the 
Navy  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  men  for  them 
to  live  in  the  old  barracks  belonging  to  the  Marine  Corps,  which  is  one 
story  in  height,  with  the  sleeping  quarters  only  a  few  feet  from  the 
ground.  The  building  generously  loaned  by  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Docks,  and  fitted  up  by  the  quartermaster  of  the  Marine  Corps,  by  my 
order,  made  very  comfortable  quarters  for  the  men,  and  the  health  of 
the  detachment  shows  the  wisdom  of  quartering  them  in  the  second 
story  of  a  building  in  that  climate. 

Eeports  having  shown  the  necessity  for  a  better  means  of  illumina- 
tion at  the  marine  barracks.  League  Island,  Pa.,  the  post  being  depend- 
ent upon  coal  oil  lamps  for  light,  and  it  appearing  to  be  a  measure  of 
economy  to  install  electric  lights,  money  for  this  purpose  being  pro- 
vided for  in  the  contingent  appropriation  of  the  Corps,  steps  have  been 
taken  to  put  in  this  system  of  lighting.  The  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Docks  has  signified  its  willingness  to  do  the  necessary  work,  reimburse- 
ment to  be  made  by  the  Marine  Corps,  and  the  work  of  installation  has 
been  begun.  It  wiU  probably  be  completed  in  a  short  time.  League 
Island  is  an  isolated  post,  far  removed  from  the  city,  and  the  electric 
lights  will  be  a  great  comfort  to  the  men,  as  they  will  be  able  to  enter- 
tain themselves  in  the  reading  room  and  bowling  alley  at  night,  which 
will  tend  to  keep  them  in  barracks  and  make  them  more  contented. 

In  former  reports  I  have  invited  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  League 
Island  barracks  is  a  small  wooden  structure,  built  some  years  ago  as  a 
temporary  shelter  after  the  condemnation  of  the  Antietmn,  where  the 
men  were  then  quartered.  A  number  of  efforts  have  been  made  to  get 
an  appropriation  for  a  new  barracks,  but  without  success.  The  League 
Island  station  is  now  becoming  such  an  important  one,  requiring  a 
much  larger  guard  than  at  present  can  be  quartered  there,  that  in  the 
near  future  a  new  barracks  will  be  an  absolute  necessity.  A  very 
desirable  site  has  been  set  aside  for  the  use  of  the  Marine  Corps,  and 
it  is  only  necessary  to  have  an  appropriation  to  begin  work. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  include  in  the  estimates  for  the  next 
fiscal  year  an  increase  of  $1,300  for  additional  room  for  the  use  of  the 
depot  of  supplies,  assistant  quartermaster's  oflflce,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
where  all  the  clothing  and  equipments  of  the  Corps  are  stored  and 
where  the  cutting  of  all  clothing  takes  place.  Eeports  of  the'  quarter- 
master of  the  Corps  and  a  personal  inspection  by  myself  have  shown 
the  building  now  in  use  to  be  entirely  inadequate  for  present  needs. 
The  building  was  rented  when  the  strength  of  the  Corps  was  2,100  men. 
Its  permanent  strength  at  present  is  over  3,000  enlisted  men,  and  the 
additional  supplies  and  clothing  required  make  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  larger  quarters  for  the  assistant  quartermaster's  ofQce  be  pro- 
vided. In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  hoped  that  the  Secretary  will  approve 
the  estimates  submitted. 

Shortly  before  war  was  declared  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain  Congress  appropriated  $50,000,000  for  the  national  defense,  of 
which  the  Secretary  allotted  to  the  Marine  Corps,  at  different  times, 
$106,529.64,  for  ammunition,  equipments,  clothing,  etc.,  and  careful 
preparations  were  immediately  begun  looking  to  the  thorough  equip- 
ment, in  every  respect,  of  the  marines  for  war  service. 
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In  accordance  with  the  verbal  instructions  of  the  Department  of 
April  16, 1898,  to  organize  a  battalion  at  New  York  for  service  in  Cuba, 
I  issued  orders  on  the  17th  and  18th  of  April  for  the  immediate  assem- 
bling at  ISew  York  of  detachments  of  men  from  all  the  Eastern  posts 
of  the  Corps  and  receiving  ships.  On  the  night  of  April  18,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary,  I  proceeded  to  New  Yorrk  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  the  marine  battalion  for  service.  The  battalion,  as  organ- 
ized, consisted  of  23  commissioned  officers  of  the  Marine  Corps,  1  sur- 
geon of  the  Navy,  and  623  enlisted  men,  all  under  command  of  Lieut. 
Col.  E.  W.  Huntington,  TJ.  S.  M.  C.  The  battalion  was  divided  into 
six  companies,  one  of  which  was  an  artillery  company.,  having  four 
3-inch  rapid-fire  guns,  received  from  the  ordnance  department,  navy- 
yard.  New  York,  and  was  composed  of  young,  strong,  and  healthy  men. 
The  following  is  the  organization  of  the  battalion : 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  Huntington,  commanding. 
Maj.  P.  C.Pope. 
Maj.  H.  C.  Cochrane. 
First  Lieut.  H.  L.  Draper,  adjutant. 
Capt.  C.  L.  McCawley,  A.  Q.  M.,  quartermaster. 
Surg.  John  M.  Edgar,  United  States  Navy,  surgeon. 
First  Sergt.  Henry  Good,  sergeant-major. 
First  Sergt.  W.  J.  Limerick,  quartermaster-sergeant. 
Company  A:  Capt.  Allan  C.  Kelton,  First  Lieut.  F.  J.  Moses,  Second  Lieut.  L.J. 

Magill. 
Company  B :  Capt.  B.  K.  Russell,  First  Lieut.  C.  L.  A.  Ingate,  Second  Lieut.  M.  J. 

Shaw. 
Company  C :  Capt.  G.  F.  Elliott,  First  Lieut.  L.  C.  Lucas,  Second  Lieut.  P.  M. 

Bannon. 
Company  D :  Capt.  W.  F.  Spicer,  First  Lieut.  W.  C.  Neville,  Second  Lieut.  Newt.  H. 

Hall. 
Company  E :  Capt.  H.  K.  White,  First  Lieut.  J.  E.  Mahoney,  First  Lieut.  A.  S. 

McLemore. 
Company  F  (artillery) :  Capt.  F.  H.  Harrington,  First  Lieut.  C.  G.  Long,  First 

Lieut.  W.  N.  McKelvy. 
Color  guard:  One  sergeant,  two  corporals. 

Bach  company  consisted  of  1  first  sergeant,  4  sergeants,  4  corporals, 
1  drummer,  1  flfer,  and  92  privates;  total,  103. 

Total  in  battalion,  23  commissioned  officers,  623  enlisted  men. 

Before  leaving  Washington  for  New  York,  I  was  informed  by  the 
Department  that  the  commandant,  navy-yard.  New  York,  had  been 
directed  to  fit  out  the  Panther,  formerly  the  Venezuela,  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  a  battalion  of  400  men,  the  number  decided  upon  by  the  Depart- 
ment, and  that  he  had  been  instructed  to  render  me  all  possible  assist- 
ance in  fitting  out  the  ship  as  a  transport,  having  regard  for  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  men.  Upon  my  arrival  at  the  navy-yard,  New  York, 
I  reported  to  the  commandant  of  the  station.  Rear- Admiral  P.  M.  Buiice, 
United  States  Navy,  who  afforded  me  every  facility,  and  accepted  every 
suggestion  looking  to  the  proper  fitting  out  of  the  ship.  Everything 
was  done  to  make  the  men  as  comfortable  as  possible  in  the  way  of  pro- 
viding bunks  and  other  conveniences,  although  the  ship  was  not  well 
adapted  for  use  as  a  transport,  as  there  were  no  air  ports  between  decks, 
and  the  only  ventilation  was  from  the  hatches  used  for  loading  freight 
and  two  small  ventilators  in  the  after  part  of  the  ship. 

The  vessel  was  ready  in  two  days  for  the  battalion  of  400  men,  which 
could  have  sailed  then.  When  the  battalion  was  ready  to  sail,  two  days 
after  the  arrival  of  the  men  at  New  York,  orders  were  received  from  the 
Department  directing  that  two  companies  be  added  to  the  battalion, 
and  accommodations  for  these  additional  men  had  to  be  immediately 
provided.    Work  was  proceeded  with  night  and  day  to  make  the  neces- 
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sary  provision  for  the  increased  number  of  men,  and  two  days  later,  on 
April  22,  the  Panther  sailed,  witli  the  battalion  of  24  commissioned  offi- 
cers and  623  enlisted  men,  for  Cuba. 

As  the  men  marched  from  the  barracks  to  the  ship  they  were  greeted 
with  great  enthusiasm  by  the  officers,  sailors,  and  others  on  the  vessels 
at  the  navy-yard,  as  well  as  those  on  shore.  The  band  of  the  yard  was 
loaned  by  the  commandant  to  escort  the  battalion  to  the  landing.  As 
the  Panther  left  the  navy-yard  and  proceeded  down  the  river  she  was 
repeatedly  greeted  with  cheers  and  whistles  from  the  vessels  passed. 

The  greatest  care  was  exercised  in  fitting  out  the  battalion  by  the 
quartermaster  of  the  Corps,  Maj.  F.  L.  Denny,  U.  S.  M.  C,  the  quarter- 
master of  the  battalion,  Oapt.  0.  L.  McOawley,  TJ.  S.  M.  (3.,  and  myself, 
and  when  the  Panther  sailed  the  battalion  was  thoroughly  fitted  out 
with  all  the  equipments  and  necessities  for  field  service  under  the 
conditions  prevailing  in  Cuba  which  experience  and  careful  considera- 
tion could  suggest,  including  mosquito  netting,  woolen  and  linen  cloth- 
ing, heavy  and  light  weight  underwear,  three  months'  supply  of  provis- 
ions, wheelbarrows,  push  carts,  pickaxes,  shovels,  barbed-wire  cutters, 
wall  and  shelter  tents,  and  a  full  supply  of  medical  stores.  Campaign 
suits  of  brown  linen  and  campaign  hats  were  ordered,  but  owing  to  the 
great  demand  for  these  articles  at  the  time  by  the  Army  it  was  impos- 
sible to  send  them  with  the  battalion.  They  were  shipped  later,  how- 
ever, and  proved  a  great  comfort  to  the  men.  Tent  floors  were  pur- 
chased at  Key  West. 

After  orders  were  received  to  increase  the  strength  of  the  battalion 
by  two  companies,  making  in  all  023  men,  it  was  found  that  the  Panther 
would  be  very  much  crowded  with  this  number  on  board.  I  reported 
the  fact  to  the  commandant  of  the  station,  and  was  informed  by  him 
that  he  had  received  orders  to  fit  out  the  Resolute,  formerly  the  Yorktoicn, 
as  a  permanent  transport  for  the  use  of  the  battalion.  This  vessel  was 
particularly  well  adapted  for  use  as  a  transport,  as  she  had  a  large 
number  of  staterooms  for  the  accommodation  of  ofBcers,  and  more  than 
enough  accommodations  for  a  thousand  men,  and  her  upper  between 
decks  were  open  fore  and  aft,  making  a  clear,  unobstructed  deck  the 
length  of  the  ship,  fitted  with  air  ports  throughout  and  a  system  of 
of  artificial  ventilation  by  steam  blowers.  This  deck  is  large  enough 
to  permit  the  erection  of  standing  bunks  suflflcient  to  accommodate 
with  ease  about  850  men,  and  if  all  the  space  in  the  ship  were  utilized, 
bunks  for  1,000  men  could  be  erected.  After  my  return  to  Washing- 
ton, I  suggested  to  the  Department  that  distillers  and  a  machine  for 
manufacturing  ice  be  installed  in  the  vessel,  which  was  done.  I  also 
recommended  to  the  Department  that,  as  there  is  frequently  occasion 
to  transport  marines  and  the  crews  of  vessels,  the  Resolute  be  retained 
in  the  service  as  a  permanent  transport,  and  I  respectfully  renew  this 
recommendation.  After  the  Resolute  was  fitted  out  and  ready  to  sail 
and  provisions  placed  on  board  for  the  battalion,  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  required  that  she  be  taken  for  other  purposes,  and  she  was  not 
available  for  the  use  of  the  battalion  until  it  embarked  at  Guantanamo 
for  the  Isle  of  Pines. 

After  leaving  New  York  the  Panther  proceeded  to  Hampton  Eoads 
for  the  purpose  of  awaiting  a  convoy  to  Cuba,  arriving  on  April  23, 1898. 
Maj.  P.  C.  Pope  and  First  Lieut.  J.  B.  Mahoney,  who  had  been  ordered 
to  the  battalion,  joined  it  at  Hampton  Eoads.  The  Panther  left  Hamp- 
ton Eoads  April  26,  under  convoy  of  the  U.  S.S.  Montgomery,  arriving 
at  Key  West  April  29.  During  the  time  the  Panther  remained  at  Key 
West,  from  the  date  last  mentioned  to  June  7,  the  men  were  landed  and 
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went  into  camp  there.  The  battalion  received  orders  at  5 :30  in  the 
afternoon  of  May  24  to  land,  with  all  stores,  by  3  o'clock  the  following 
morning,  which  was  accomplished.  Just  before  the  Panther  sailed  from 
Key  West,  Maj.  P.  C.  Pope  was  detached  from  the  battalion.  The 
Panther  sailed  from  Key  West  for  Cuba  on  June  7, 1898,  and  arrived  at 
Santiago  de  Cuba  on  the  morning  of  the  10th.  On  the  same  day,  at  1 
p.  m.,  the  ship  arrived  at  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  and  at  2  p.  m.  of 
that  day  the  battalion  landed,  with  stores,  and  prepared  to  go  into 
camp.  On  the  11th  the  camp  was  attacked  by  a  much  superior  force  of 
Spaniards,  and  from  that  time  until  the  14th  the  battalion  was  con- 
stantly under  fire,  and  repulsed  the  enemy  on  every  attack.  The  hold- 
ing of  the  position  at  Guantanamo  Bay  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
the  Navy,  as  it  was  the  only  harbor  where  the  vessels, could  seek  shelter 
during  the  hurricane  season.  Owing  to  the  dense  undergrowth,  afford- 
ing safe  shelter  to  the  Spanish  sharpshooters,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  the  vessels,  by  shelling  the  shore,  to  keep  the  enemy  from 
harassing  those  on  board  the  ships  with  th^r  Mauser  rifles  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  make  it  dangerous  for  them  to  remain  there.  The  report 
of  Colonel  Huntington,  from  the  organization  of  the  battalion  until  its 
return  from  Cuba,  is  appended,  and  it  is  respectfully  requested  that  it 
may  be  printed  as  a  part  of  this  report.  Also  appended  is  a  report  of 
Capt.  Geo.  F.  Elliott,  of  the  battalion,  who  was  sent  out  on  June  14 
with  a  detachment  of  two  companies  of  the  battalion,  and  50  Cubans, 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  a  well  at  Ouzco,  about  6  miles  from  the 
camp,  which  was  the  only  water  supply  of  the  enemy  within  12  miles. 
This  small  force  attacked  and  defeated  a  body  of  about  500  Spaniards 
and  accomplished  the  destruction  of  the  well. 

About  1  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  June,  during  a  very 
severe  attack  on  the  camp,  Asst.  Surg.  John  Blair  Gibbs,  U.  S.  N.,  was 
killed  by  a  Mauser  bullet,  reported  by  Surg.  John  M.  Edgar,  of  the 
battalion,  to  have  been  fired  at  a  range  of  from  600  to  800  yards.  The 
death  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Gibbs  cast  a  gloom  over  the  whole  com- 
mand, as  he  was  a  most  popular  officer,  liked  by  all,  and  his  services 
were  very  much  missed  and  the  battalion  could  ill  afford  to  lose  them. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  following  list  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the 
Corps  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  brave  defense  of  the  flag  at  Guan- 
tanamo Bay: 

Killed:  Sergt.  Maj.  Henry  Good,  Sergt.  Charles  W.  Smith,  Private 
Goode  Taurman,  Private  William  Dumphy,  and  Private  James  Mc- 
Colgan. 

The  following  men  of  the  battalion  were  severely  wounded:  Corpl. 
William  B.  Glass,  Private  Bartholomew  McGowan,  Private  James  D. 
Bourke,  Private  Eobert  J.  Fleming,  Private  Albert  E.  Halvosa,  Private 
Patrick  Long,  Private  Charles  C.  Marley,  Private  Lewis  L.  Noonan, 
Private  James  Eoxberry,  Private  Thomas  Wallace,  and  Private  Arthur 
Walker. 

On  the  5th  of  August  the  battalion  embarked  on  the  Resolute^  which 
had  been  previously  carefully  fitted  out  as  a  transport  as  stated  above, 
and  on  the  9th  of  the  same  month  sailed  for  the  Isle  of  Pines.  After 
sailing,  the  destination  of  the  vessel  was  changed  to  Manzanillo,  where 
the  ship  arrived  on  August  12. 

On  August  13,  news  having  been  received  of  the  signing  of  the  peace 
protocol,  the  town  surrendered,  and  on  the  14th  the  Resolute,  with  the 
battalion  on  board,  sailed  for  Playa  del  Este.  On  the  18th  of  the  same 
month  the  Resolute,  having  taken  on  board  certain  officers  and  men  of 
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the  artillery  of  the  Army,  sailed  for  Montauk  Point,  at  which  place  she 
arrived  on  the  23d.  Having  landed  the  army  detachment,  and  getting 
a  clean  bill  of  health,  she  proceeded  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  where  the 
battalion  disembarked  on  August  26. 

Before  the  battalion  came  North  I  suggested  to  the  Secretary  that  I 
would  like  to  order  it  into  camp  at  Portsmouth,  JST.  H.,  on  account  of  the 
healthful  climate  there,  with  the  object  of  enabling  the  men  to  recu- 
perate after  their  arduous  service  in  the  enervating  climate  of  Cuba. 
This  suggestion  being  approved  by  the  Secretary,  I  sent  the  quarter- 
master of  the  Corps  to  Portsmouth  to  make  all  arrangements  for  the 
location  of  a  camp,  including  the  leading  of  a  supply  of  water  from  the 
reservoir,  preparing  tent  floors,  making  necessary  sanitary  arrange- 
ments, procuring  straw  for  bedding,  arranging  for  the  supplying  of 
provisions,  etc.  The  battalion  arrived  on  August  26,  as  stated  above, 
and  went  into  camp. 

On  September  3,  under  orders  from  the  Secretary,  I  personally 
inspected  the  camp  and  the  men.  I  found  the  camp  in  excellent  sani- 
tary condition  and  the  men  all  well,  with  the  exception  of  two,  who  had 
a  slight  attack  of  fever,  which  the  surgeon  informed  me  would  not  result 
seriously.  This  showing  is  considered  to  be  somewhat  remarkable,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  men  of  the  battalion  were  the  first  of  the 
United  States  forces  to  land  in  Cuba,  and  remained  there  until  they 
sailed  for  the  north  August  18. 

On  the  16th,  the  men  having  improved  so  much  in  condition  as  to  make 
it  safe  to  return  them  to  their  stations,  some  of  which  are  in  the  South, 
and  wishing  to  get  them  away  from  Portsmouth  before  the  equinoctial 
storm,  I  issued  orders  to  disband  the  battalion.  The  marked  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  the  officers  and  men  shows  that  it  was  a  wise 
provision  to  put  them  in  camp  in  the  healthful  climate  of  the  coast  of 
New  England,  when  they  arrived  from  Cuba,  instead  of  distributing 
them  immediately  to  their  respective  stations.  Colonel  Huntington, 
in  reporting  the  disbandment  of  the  battalion,  states  his  belief  that 
the  encampment  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  health  of  the  officers 
and  men. 

The  detachments  of  men  from  the  battalion  belonging  to  the  marine 
barracks  at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  Washington,  and  Annap- 
olis left  Portsmouth  together  and  passed  through  Boston  in  a  body. 
As  they  marched  through  the  city  the  men  were  greeted  with  great 
enthusiasm,  and  much  favorable  comment  was  occasioned  by  their 
excellent  health  and  military  appearance. 

The  Washington  detachment,  consisting  of  3  officers  and  164  men, 
arrived  in  the  city  September  22.  The  morning  of  the  day  of  their 
arrival  the  President  notified  me  that  he  desired  to  review  the  detach- 
ment. The  honor  thus  tendered  being  unsolicited  was  highly  appreci- 
ated, and  the  men  upon  their  arrival  were  marched  through  quite  a 
heavy  downpour  of  rain  to  the  White  House  and  reviewed  by  the  Presi- 
dent. The  men  were  enthusiastically  greeted  all  along  the  line  of 
march  and  many  compliments  upon  their  appearance  were  heard.  The 
next  morning,  in  spite  of  their  long  trip  of  the  day  before,  and  their 
march  through  the  rain,  every  man  of  the  detachment  was  reported  well 
and  present  for  duty. , 

A  resolution  giving  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  the  officers  and  enlisted 
men  of  the  First  Marine  Battalion  was  introduced  on  the  last  day  but 
one  before  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  but  failed  to  pass  through 
lack  of  time. 
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The  President  recognized  the  services  of  the  First  Marine  Battalion 
by  advancing  or  brevetting  a  number  of  its  officers,  as  follows: 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  Huntington,  advanced  one  number  and  appointed 
colonel,  for  eminent  and  conspicuous  conduct  in  battle. 

Capt.  George  P.  Elliott,  advanced  three  numbers  on  the  list  of  cap- 
tains, for  eminent  and  conspicuous  conduct  in  battle. 

Capt.  Paul  St.  Clair  Murphy,  appointed  major  by  brevet,  for  gallant 
service  in  the  naval  battle  of  July  3,  off  Santiago. 

First  Lieut.  W.  0.  Neville,  appointed  captain  by  brevet,  for  conspicu- 
ous conduct  in  battle  at  Guantanamo,  Cuba. 

Second  Lieut.  Thomas  S.  Borden,  appointed  first  lieutenant  by  bre- 
vet, for  distinguished  service  in  the  naval  battle  at  Santiago,  Cuba. 

Second  Lieut.  Louis  J.  Magill,  appointed  first  lieutenant  by  brevet, 
for  good  judgment  and  gallantry  in  battle  at  Guantanamo.  Appointed 
captain  by  brevet  for  good  judgment  and  gallantry  in  battle  at  Guanta- 
namo, Cuba. 

Second  Lieut.  Philip  M.  Bannon,  appointed  first  lieutenant  by  brevet, 
for  distinguished  conduct  in  battle  at  Guantanamo,  Cuba. 

A  number  of  other  officers  of  the  battalion  are  entitled  to  recognition, 
and  recommendations  in  their  cases  will  be  submitted  to  the  board  now 
in  session  at  the  Navy  Department  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
officers  entitled  to  advancement  or  brevets. 

The  fact  that  this  battalion  was  attacked  by  overwhelming  numbers, 
and  for  over  three  days  and  nights  was  under  constant  fire,  and  th^t 
the  following  day  a  portion  of  the  battalion  attacked  and  repulsed  a 
superior  force  of  Spaniards,  shows  that  Colonel  Huntington  and  his 
officers  and  men  displayed  great  gallantry,  and  that  all  were  well 
drilled  and  under  the  most  effective  discipline.  The  battalion  has  not 
lost  a  man  by  disease  from  the  time  it  left  for  Cuba  until  its  return, 
and  the  percentage  of  sickness  was  only  2  per  cent,  and  in  camp,  after 
arrival  at  Portsmouth,  only  nine- tenths  of  1  per  cent,  showing  the  good 
results  of  the  extremely  careful  and  complete  preparation  of  the  battal- 
ion for  the  service  which  devolved  upon  it,  by  the  quartermaster  of 
the  Corps,  Maj.  F.  L.  Denny,  the  quartermaster  of  the  battalion,  Capt. 
C.  L.  Mc  Cawley,  U.  S.  M.  C,  the  medical  officer,  Surg.  John  M.  Edgar, 
U.  S.  N.,  and  myself,  in  procuring  all  the  necessary  clothing,  medicines, 
and  other  necessaries  for  a  tropical  climate,  and  the  care  exercised  by 
the  officers  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  men,  by  the  constant 
inspection  of  the  camp,  of  provisions  and  meals  before  being  served,  as 
well  as  a  rigid  discipline  always  enforced  in  the  Corps. 

In  order  to  organize  this  battalion,  to  lurnish  guards  for  the  auxil- 
iary ships,  and  to  make  the  increases  in  the  guards  of  the  regular  ves- 
sels requested  by  their  commanding  officers,  it  was  necessary  to  very 
greatly  deplete  the  strength  of  the  shore  stations  of  the  Corps,  leaving  _ 
most  of  them  in  charge  of  noncommissioned  officers,  and  in  some' 
instances  with  a  strength  of  only  six  or  seven  men. 

The  naval  appropriation  act,  approved  May  4,  1898,  appropriated  for 
473  additional  men  for  the  Marine  Corps,  thus  bringing  the  Corps  up  to 
its  full  authorized  strength,  as  provided  for  in  section  1596  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  viz,  3,073  enlisted  men. 

The  same  act  jirovided  for  a  temporary  addition  to  the  strength  of 
the  Corps  of  60  gunnery  sergeants,  80  corporals,  and  1,500  privates,  for 
service  during  the  war.  The  act  provided  that  the  gunnery  sergeants 
should  have  the  rank  of  first  sergeant,  but  did  not  state  that  their  pay 
should  be  $35  per  month,  as  estimated  for,  and  therefore  none  were 
appointed. 
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During  the  war  57  vessels  had  marine  guards,  varying  in  strength 
from  80  down  to  6  men,  making  a  total  of  2,055  enlisted  men  at  sea. 
There  were  623  in  the  battalion  and  50  at  Key  West,  making  a  total  of 
2,728.  Deducting  those  on  the  Pacific  coast,  276,  this  left  only  71  enlisted 
men  of  the  regular  service  available  for  duty  at  all  the  eastern  posts. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  if  the  additional  473  men  had  not  been  appro- 
priated for,  the  Corps  would  have  been  unable  to  meet  the  demands  for 
men  required  for  the  guards  on  board  ship  and  men  for  the  battalion 
and  at  Key  West,  and  even  after  these  473  men  were  added  to  the 
Corps,  it  is  shown  that  there  were  but  71  men  of  the  permanent  estab- 
lishment available  for  duty  at  the  different  posts,  and  therefore,  if  the 
1,500  additional  men  for  service  during  the  war  had  not  been  provided, 
the  Corps  would  have  been  unable  to  furnish  adequate  guards  for  the 
various  navy-yards  and  stations,  where  millions  of  dollars  worth  of 
public  property  is  stored,  which  required  most  watchful  guarding,  on 
account  of  the  many  Spanish  emissaries  in  the  country.  As  the  men 
enlisted  for  the  war  became  sufQciently  drilled,  some  of  them  were  dis- 
tributed among  the  various  marine  guards  on  board  ship,  relieving  older 
men  for  positions  as  noncommissioned  oflflcers  at  the  different  posts. 
In  addition  to  the  men  required  at  the  navy  yards,  guards  composed  of 
selected  men  were  ordered  to  be  established  at  the  magazines  at  Nor- 
folk and  Philadelphia,  as  attempts  had  been  made  by  Spanish  spies  to 
blow  them  up. 

The  men  enlisted  for  the  war  were  reqiiired  to  pass  the  same  physical 
examination  as  those  enlisted  for  the  permanent  establishment,  except 
a  reduction  of  1  inch  in  height  and  the  extension  of  the  age  limit  to 
35  years,  as  it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  reduce  the  general  standard. 
For  this  reason  the  enlistments  were  somewhat  slow,  and  upon  the 
cessation  of  hostilities  enlistments  were  stopped. 

This  act  of  May  4  also  provided  for  a  number  of  additional  officers 
for  service  during  the  war,  to  be  appointed  from  civil  life,  and  from 
worthy  noncommissioned  officers  of  the  Corps.  Under  the  act,  40  sec- 
ond lieutenants  were  appointed  from  civil  life  and  3  from  noncommis- 
sioned officers.  These  officers  were  very  much  needed,  as  there  were 
but  4  line  officers  on  shore  for  service  at  all  the  Eastern  posts,  and 
many  of  the  guards  on  board  ships  were  without  officers  before  the  act 
was  passed.  The  newly  appointed  officers  were  hurriedly  drilled  and 
otherwise  prepared  for  duty  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  distributed 
among  the  auxiliary  cruisers,  the  various  posts,  and  the  First  Marine 
Battalion. 

A  bill  is  now  pending  in  Congress  to  reorganize  and  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  Marine  Corps,  which  provides  for  a  number  of  addi- 
tional officers,  a  certain  number  of  which  shall  be  appointed  as  now 
provided  by  law,  and  a  certain  proportion  selected  from  officers  who 
were  appointed  from  civil  life  and  served  during  the  war,  and  from 
worthy  noncommissioned  officers  of  the  Corps.  Many  of  the  second 
lieutenants  who  have  been  appointed  for  temporary  service  would  make 
excellent  officers  for  the  permanent  establishment,  and  will  be  eligible 
for  appointment  in  case  the  bill  referred  to  becomes  a  law. 

In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  account 
of  the  lawlessness  in  Key  West  of  vicious  persons  congregating  there 
as  a  result  of  the  war,  a  number  of  men  having  been  shot  by  desperate 
characters,  a  detachment,  under  command  of  Second  Lieut.  Henry  C. 
Davis,  consisting  of  2  commissioned  officers  and  50  enlisted  men,  were 
sent  from  Washington  to  the  naval  base,  Key  West,  Fla.,  for  duty  at 
that  station.    Capt,  H.  K.  White  was  detached  from  the  marine  bat- 
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talion  before  it  sailed  for  Cuba  and  placed  in  command.  Previous  to 
the  arrival  of  this  detachment,  a  company  of  men  from  the  battalion 
had  been  detailed  for  duty  at  Key  West.  The  detachment  sent  to  Key 
West  was  fully  equipped  for  field  service,  and  a  complete  supply  of 
camp  equipage  was  shipped  for  the  use  of  the  men.  A  vacant  building, 
formerly  used  as  a  cigar  factory,  was  hired  and  fitted  up  in  a  comfort- 
able manner  for  the  use  of  the  command.  This  guard  remained  at  Key 
West  and  rendered  efficient  service  until  after  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties. On  August  16  yellow  fever  made  its  appearance,  and  a  number 
of  cases  developed.  All  possible  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  a  separate  building  was  hired  for  the  use 
of  the  well  men.  In  all,  there  were  ten  cases  of  fever,  and  no  deaths. 
When  it  was  deemed  safe  for  the  men  to  leave  Key  West,  they  were 
ordered  North  6n  the  Ward  Line  steamer  Colorado,  leaving  on  Septem- 
ber 8,  and  arriving  at  !N"ew  York  September  14.  Upon  their  arrival  at 
New  York,  not  being  detained  at  quarantine,  they  were  immediately 
transferred  to  the  marine  barracks,  Brooklyn.  The  mattresses  and 
bedding  of  the  men,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Surgeon-General,  were 
turned  over  to  the  naval  hospital,  New  York,  to  be  thoroughly  fumigated. 

The  Department  having  decided  to  bring  the  Spanish  prisoners  cap- 
tured in  the  naval  battle  of  July  3  off  Santiago  to  the  navy-yard, 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.^  for  imprisonment,  a  camp  was  established  at  the 
upper  point  of  Seaveys  Island,  a  very  pictusesque  location  on  the  banks 
of  the  river,  overlooking  many  of  the  surrounding  summer  resorts,  and 
quarters  and  other  necessary  buildings  were  erected  by  order  .of  the 
Department  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners.  Also  a  barracks,  mess  room, 
commanding  officer's  and  officer  of  the  day's  offices,  kitchen,  and  guard- 
house at  main  gate  were  erected  for  one  company,  which  was  posted  at 
the  camp  during  the  time  the  prisoners  were  confined.  The  camp  was 
inclosed  by  a  high  board  fence,  and  outside  of  that,  at  a  distance  of  20 
feet,  by  a  high  barbed- wire  fence. 

All  the  officers  and  men  attached  to  the  marine  barracks,  Ports- 
mouth, being  absent  with  the  marine  battalion  in  Cuba,  on  July  7  I 
ordered  Ool.  James  Forney,  4  officers,  and  114  men  to  Portsmouth  for 
duty.  A  short  time  before  the  prisoners  arrived,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  Department,  I  proceeded  to  Portsmouth  to  make  all  arrange- 
ments to  establish  the  guard  and  to  receive  the  prisoners.  The  camp 
was  named  Camp  Long,  in  honor  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

On  July  11, 10  officers  and  692  men,  Spanish  prisoners  were  received 
from  the  St.  Louis,  and  on  July  16, 2  officers  and  961  men  were  received 
from  the  Harvard;  also,  on  August  24, 8  officers  and  8  enlisted  men,  cap- 
tured on  the  Argonaut  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  arrived  from  Fort 
McPherson,  Ga.,  where  they  had  been  confined,  making  a  total  of  20 
officers  and  1,661  men.  Oapt.  B.  E.  Eussell,  from  the  marine  battalion, 
and  Second  Lieut.  T.  S.  Borden  and  28  marines  from  the  Broolclyn,  and 
the  guard  of  the  Marblehead  came  north  with  the  first  detachment  of 
prisoners  on  the  St.  Louis,  in  addition  to  the  regular  guard  of  the  ship, 
arriving  at  Portsmouth  July  10;  and  Oapt.  A.  C.  Kelton  and  First 
Lieut.  F.  J.  Moses  and  60  men  from  the  First  Marine  Battalion  came 
north  as  a  guard  with  the  second  detachment  of  prisoners  on  the  Har- 
vard, in  addition  to  the  guard  of  this  vessel,  arriving  at  Portsmouth 
July  15.  Captain  Eussell,  Second  Lieutenant  Borden,  28  men  of  the 
Broohlyn^s  guard,  and  Capt.  A.  0.  Kelton,  First  Lieut.  F.  J,  Moses,  and 
60  men  from  the  battalion  were  transferred  to  the  marine  barracks, 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  after  the  arrival  ot  the  vessels,  the  Marblehead'a 
guard  returning  on  the  St.  Louis. 
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With  the  officers  and  men  already  at  Portsmouth,  this  made  a  total 
of  8  officers  and  220  men,  who  comprised  the  guard  during  the  entire 
time  the  prisoners  were  confined.  Four  Gatling  guns  were  placed  in 
position  on  the  hill  overlooking  the  camp,  and  kept  ready  at  all  times, 
and  two  others  were  placed  at  the  bridges  leading  from  the  navy-yard 
at  Seaveys  Island.  Galleries  and  sentry  boxes  were  built  on  the  out- 
side of  the  fence,  giving  the  sentinels  a  view  of  the  interior  of  the 
stockade  at  all  times.  An  officer  was  detailed  as  officer  of  the  day, 
one  as  officer  of  the  guard,  and  one  inside  the  prisoners'  inclosure,  and 
all  arrangements  were  made  to  insure  the  security  of  the  prisoners. 

When  these  prisoners  were  landed  they  were  dirty,  many  with  scarcely 
any  clothing,  some  in  a  feeble  condition,  and  a  number  of  them  wounded. 
The  first  night  they  were  on  shore  it  was  very  cold,  but  it  was  so  late 
when  they  landed  that  it  was  impossible  to  provide  them  with  proper 
clothing.  I^Tot  being  accustomed  to  the  climate,  they  were  somewhat 
uncomfortable,  although  they  had  an  excellent  meal  that  night,  pro- 
vided by  Paymaster  J.  P.  Loomis,  commissary.  The  next  day  they 
were  supplied  with  sufficient  warm  clothing  and  bedding  through  the 
earnest  efforts  of  Paymaster  Loomis,  and  when  I  left  their  condition 
had  very  much  improved. 

On  the  occasion  of  my  inspection  of  the  marine  barracks,  Portsmouth, 
I<r.  H.,  on  September  2  and  3, 1  thoroughly  inspected  the  camp  and  pris- 
oners, with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  marine  barracks,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Meade,  who  had  a  few  days  before  relieved  Colonel  Forney, 
and  could  hardly  realize  the  great  improvement  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  condition  of  these  men.  The  prisoners  were  drawn  up  in  two 
lines  in  their  respective  barracks,  and  I  inspected  every  i)risoner  in  the 
camp.  Most  of  them  were  dressed  in  white  suits,  all  the  clothing  was 
very  clean,  and  the  men  looked  well  and  contented.  Their  bedding 
was  opened  and  found  to  be  clean  and  neat.  I  also  inspected  the 
grounds,  barracks,  sinks,  kitchens,  mess  pavilion,  and  other  buildings 
at  the  camp  and  found  them  clean  and  in  a  perfectly  sanitary  condi- 
tion, showing  that  great  care  had  been  bestowed  on  the  men  and  camp 
by  Colonel  Forney  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Meade  as  to  health  and  com- 
fort since  they  landed  at  Seaveys  Island.  After  my  return  from  Ports- 
mouth, Ma.].  G.  C.  Reid,  adjutant  and  inspector  of  the  Corps,  proceeded 
to  Portsmouth,  and  made  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  battalion.  I 
append  his  report,  and  respectfully  request  that  it  be  printed  as  a  part 
of  my  report. 

Many  of  the  prisoners  having  money  and  being  desirous  of  purchas- 
ing tobacco,  pipes,  writing  pa])er,  postage  stamps,  and  other  articles 
for  their  comfort,  the  matter  having  been  brought  to  my  attention  by 
Colonel  Forney,  I  requested  the  Department  to  allow  the  post  trader 
at  the  barracks  to  furnish  for  cash  such  articles,  other  than  liquors,  as 
they  might  desire.  The  Department  granted  the  request,  with  a 
direction  to  supply  articles  at  a  moderate  price,  established  by  the 
council  of  administration.  Tents  were  provided  inside  the  stockade 
for  the  use  of  the  post  trader  and  the  men  allowed  to  purchase  such 
articles  as  they  wished.  Appended  is  a  report  of  Colonel  Forney, 
inclosing  a  list  of  the  prices  of  articles  sold  to  the  prisoners  by  the  post 
trader.  I  respectfully  request  that  this  report  and  its  inclosures  be 
printed  as  a  part  of  my  report.  The  list  of  Spanish  prisoners  and  list 
of  deaths  referred  to  in  Colonel  Forney's  report,  are  on  file  at  these 
headquarters. 

Admiral  Cervera  and  the  other  officers  captured  in  the  battle  of 
July  3  off"  Santiago  not  confined  at  Portsmouth,  were  sent  to  Annapo- 


1324  PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING   THE 

lis,  Md.  All  the  marines  having  been  taken  away  from  that  station 
and  sent  to  the  front,  a  guard,  under  command  of  Maj.  W.  S.  Muse, 
consisting  of  2  officers  and  60  enlisted  men,  was  reestablished  for  the 
purpose  of  guarding  these  prisoners  and  performing  guard  duty  at  the 
Academy.  On  September  8  the  prisoners  left  the  Academy  and 
returned  to  their  country.  Many  of  the  Spanish  wounded  in  the  bat- 
tle of  July  3  were  sent  to  the  naval  hospital,  l^orfolk,  Va.,  and  a  guard 
was  established  there  and  camped  in  the  hospital  grounds.  This 
guard  was  maintained  until  the  prisoners  were  discharged  from  the 
hospital  and  was  then  returned  to  the  barracks. 

For  some  time  after  the  establishment  of  the  new  Favy  it  was  a 
question  whether  or  not  it  would  be  advisable  to  station  marines  at  the 
rapid-fire  and  secondary  batteries.  I  maintained  that  the  men  of  the 
Corps  could  do  this  work,  and  do  it  well,  as  the  marines  are  thoroughly 
trained  as  sharpshooters,  and  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  a  good 
marksman  with  the  rifle  is  a  good  gunner,  and,  furthermore,  many  of 
the  men  are  thoroughly  drilled  at  the  small  guns  before  going  on  board 
ship.  I  accordingly  urge4  that  the  marines  should  be  given  a  trial  at 
these  guns.  After  due  consideration  the  Department  accepted  my 
suggestion,  and  included  in  the  regulations  orders  to  station  them  at 
the  secondary  batteries  and  rapid-fire  guns.  By  the  reports  received 
after  the  battle  of  the  3d  of  July,  when  the  Spanish  fleet  off  Santiago 
was  annihilated,  and  the  reports  of  the  Spanish  officers  who  were  on 
board  these  ships,  it  was  shown  that  the  greatest  damage  on  the  enemy's 
vessels  resulted  from  the  fire  of  the  secondary  batteries  and  the  rapid- 
fire  guns,  this  fire  being  so  effective  that  the  enemy  were  driven  from 
their  guns.  As  a  great  number  of  these  guns  on .  the  ships  engaged 
were  manned  by  marines,  I  feel  safe  in  asserting  that  the  Department 
did  not  make  a  mistake  when  it  directed  that  the  small  guns  should  be 
manned  by  marines.  I  have  received  reports  from  many  commanding 
officers  of  marine  guards  of  ships  which  took  a  prominent  part  in  this 
action,  indorsed  very  favorably  by  the  commanding  officers  of  the  ves- 
sels, showing  the  stations  and  services  of  the  marines.  Several  of  these 
reports  are  appended,  and  I  request  that  they  may  be  printed  as  a  part 
of  my  report. 

Owing  to  the  occurrence  of  hostilities  between  this  country  and  Spain, 
and  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  men  have  been  at  the  front,  the  usual 
attention  could  not  be  given  to  target  practice  at  the  different  posts, 
although  great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  instruction  of  recruits  in 
gallery  practice. 

The  very  careful  attention  given  to  target  practice  in  the  past  has 
shown  excellent  results  during  the  war,  and  great  attention  will  con- 
tinue to  be  given  to  the  subject  as  soon  as  the  men  are  again  stationed 
in  barracks. 

The  result  of  the  practice  last  year  was  so  gratifying  that  I  organized 
a  team  for  the  purpose  of  entering  the  contest  at  Seagirt,  N.  J.,  to  con- 
tend for  the  "  Hilton  trophy."^  This  team  having  made  an  average  of 
89.77  per  cent  at  the  distances  required,  200,  500,  and  600  yards,  and 
the  best  average  score  ever  made  by  a  team  (12  men)  in  competition  for 
the  trophy  being  91-1^2, 1  felt  that  the  marines  would  have  a  good  chance 
of  winning  the  trophy,  and  that  I  would  be  justified  in  giving  them  an 
opportunity  to  compete.  The  war  being  declared  compelled  me  to  send 
these  men  to  the  front,  and  the  plan  was  abandoned. 

After  my  last  report,  the  marines  stationed  at  Washington  who  could 
be  spared  were  ordered  into  camp  at  the  Ordway  range  of  the  District 
National  Guard,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  complete  their  long-range 
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practice.  The  results  were  very  satisfactory,  and  a  large  number  of 
the  men  qualified  as  sharpshooters  and  marksmen.  This  spring,  before 
hostilities  commenced,  the  men  were  again  sent  to  camp  at  Ordway  for 
long-range  practice.  Orders  having  been  issued  to  form  a  battalion 
after  they  had  been  there  but  a  short  time,  they  were  hurriedly  directed 
to  return  to  their  posts  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  battalion,  and 
were  therefore  unable  to  qualify  for  want  of  time. 

I  append  a  copy  of  the  new  instructions  for  target  firing,  issued  from 
these  headquarters  on  December  29, 1897,  for  the  current  season,  which 
I  request  may  be  printed  in  connection  with  my  report. 

Owing  to  the  opening  of  hostilities,  the  proceedings  of  the  school  of 
application  at  these  headquarters  were  hurried  to  a  conclusion,  and  it 
not  being  practicable  to  order  a  board  of  visitors,  I  have  only  the  report 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  school,  dated  April  18, 1898,  as  to  the 
standing  of  the  officers  and  men  under  instruction,  which  is  appended, 
and  which  I  request  may  be  printed  with  my  report.  It  was  impracti- 
cable to  order  the  officers  to  the  ordnance  shop  at  the  navy-yard,  Wash- 
ington, and  the  War  College  and  Torpedo  School  at  the  United  States 
naval  training  station,  I^ewport,  E.  I.,  for  instruction. 

The  practical  instruction  which  many  of  the  ofi&cers,  noncommissioned 
offtcers,  and  privates  obtained  at  the  school  of  application  and  in  camp 
at  the  rifle  range  at  Ordway  was  very  useful  to  them  in  Cuba  in  estab- 
lishing the  camp  and  throwing  up  intrenchments,  etc.,  and  it  is  my  pur- 
pose, with  the  sanction  of  the  Department,  to  have  a  yearly  encamp- 
ment for  at  least  one  month  at  Seaveys  Island,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
where  the  officers  and  men  can  be  thoroughly  instructed  in  camp  life. 
A  few  could  be  taken  from  each  post,  for  the  length  of  time  required, 
without  materially  weakening  the  strength  of  the  commands  at  the 
navy-yards.  These  men  could  be  gathered  up  by  one  of  the  vessels  of 
the  Navy,  and  sent  to  the  place  of  encampment  without  great  expense, 
and  it  is  thought  that  the  benefit  derived  from  this  practical  experi- 
ence in  camp  by  the  officers  and  men  would  be  of  inestimable  value  to 
the  service. 

The  marine  battalion  in  Cuba  was  armed  with  the  Lee  straight-pull 
6-millimeter  rifle.  Col.  E.  W.  Huntington,  who  commanded  the  bat- 
talion, states  concerning  this  arm :  "  The  Lee  straight-pull  rifle  has  a 
few  defects,  which,  I  am  informed,  have  been  corrected.  K  this  is  the 
case  the  Lee  will  be  a  very  superior  military  arm."  Attention  is  invited 
to  the  remarks  contained  in  the  appended  report  of  the  adjutant  and 
inspector  relating  to  this  rifle. 

The  discipline  and  instruction  of  the  Marine  Corps  have  been  main- 
tained at  a  high  standard,  and  to  this  is  attributed  in  a  large  measure 
the  efficiency  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  marines  in  the  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain.  One  of  the  instances  of  discipline  con- 
nected with  the  war,  which  attracted  public  attention,  was  the  conduct 
of  Private  William  Anthony  in  performing  the  very  letter  of  his  duty 
as  orderly  on  the  occasion  of  the  destruction  of  the  battle  ship  Maine 
in  Havana  Harbor  by  going  below  to  the  captain's  cabin,  irrespective 
of  danger,  and  informing  him  that  the  ship  had  been  blown  up  and  was 
sinking.  For  his  action  on  this  occasion  Private  Anthony  received 
commendatory  letters  from  Capt.  C.  D.  Sigsbee,  of  the  Maine,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant  by 
myself.  The  letters  mentioned  are  appended,  and  I  request  that  they 
be  printed  with  this  report. 

With  the  view  of  encouraging  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Corps  to  save 
their  money  in  order  that  they  might  have  a  little  sum  to  start  with 
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should  they  desire  to  leave  the  service  at  the  expiration  of  their  enlist- 
ment, I  renew  the  recommendation  contained  in  my  last  report  that  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  February  9, 1889,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  deposits  of  the  savings  of  seamen  of  the  United  States  Navy," 
be  made  applicable  to  the  Marine  Corps,  and  that  the  necessary  legis- 
lation be  enacted  for  this  purpose. 

I  also  renew  the  recommendation  contained  in  my  last  report  that 
provision  be  made  for  16  quartermaster-sergeants,  to  be  detailed  at  the 
different  posts  and  in  the  offlces  of  the  two  assistant  quartermasters. 
The  necessity  for  these  sergeants  is  even  more  urgent  now  than  here- 
tofore, as  the  Corps  has  been  increased  about  20  per  cent  in  strength. 
The  present  system  of  detailing  a  sergeant  to  perform  the  work  which 
should  properly  be  performed  by  quartermaster- sergeants  is  very 
unsatisfactory,  as  with  the  comparatively  small  number  of  noncommis- 
sioned officers  now  in  the  Corps  it  is  frequently  necessary,  in  providing 
guards  for  ships,  etc.,  to  order  the  sergeants  away  from  the  posts  just 
as  they  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  work  of  keeping 
accounts,  making  returns,  etc.,  thus  necessitating  the  instruction  of 
another  man  in  the  duties,  who  is  likely  to  be  removed  before  he 
becomes  proficient  in  their  performance  or  soon  after  he  becomes  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  the  work.  This  necessarily  causes  much  confu- 
sion in  the  keeping  of  accounts  and  many  delrys  in  the  preparation 
and  forwarding  of  papers,  and  makes  it  necessary  for  the  commanding 
officer  to  attend  to  the  details  of  this  work  himself,  thus  keeping  him 
away  from  other  more  important  duties.  All  this  inconvenience  would 
be  obviated  if  provision  were  made  for  regular  quartermaster-sergeants, 
who  would  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  work  required  of  them 
and  remain  constantly  at  one  post,  thus  insuring  much  greater  accu- 
racy and  expedition  in  the  preparation  of  papers  and  rendition  of 
returns,  etc.  These  quartermaster-sergeants,  if  provided  for,  would 
receive  the  same  pay  as  the  one  now  in  the  Corps,  which  would  be  a 
just  reward  for  the  old  and  faithful  men  who  would  be  selected  for  the 
positions,  and  would  be  an  inducement  for  useful  men  to  remain  in  the 
service. 

Although  the  corps  has  been  restored  to  its  statutory  strength  of 
3,073  men,  it  seems  certain  that  the  demands  which  will  probably  be 
made  upon  it  in  the  near  future  for  foreign  service,  growing  out  of  the 
present  war,  and  on  account  of  the  growth  of  the  Navy,  will  be  greater 
than  can  be  met  by  the  corps  with  its  present  strength,  and  it  is  sub- 
mitted that  its  enlisted  strength  should  be  increased  by  at  least  1,00*0 
men. 

The  necessity  for  a  rearrangement  of  grades  and  an  increase  of  the 
number  of  the  officers  is  constantly  growing  more  imperative.  A  bill 
providing  for  the  reorganization  of  the  corps  and  a  slight  increase  in 
the  number  of  officers,  which  has  been  approved  by  the  Department,  is 
now  before  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Eepresent- 
atives.  This  bill  was  drawn  up  before  war  was  declared  and  when 
there  was  apparently  no  prospect  of  a  large  increase  in  the  Navy. 
With  the  proposed  increase  of  the  Navy  and  the  resulting  additional 
duties  for  officers  of  the  corps,  while  the  bill  will  relieve  the  pressure 
somewhat  it  will  not  provide  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  to  meet  the 
demands  which  will  almost  certainly  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

As  stated  elsewhere  in  this  report,  43  second  lieutenants  have  been 
appointed  under  the  authority  contained  in  the  act  approved  May  4, 
1898,  and  their  services  have  been  of  much  value  during  the  war.  As 
these  appointments  are  only  temporary,  being  limited  by  the  act  to  the 
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emergency  under  whicli  they  were  provided  for,  these  officers  will  soon 
have  to  be  mustered  out,  which  will  not  leave  enough  officers  to  per- 
form the  required  duties  at  the  various  posts  and  on  the  ships  now  in 
commission,  and  will  leave  none  available  for  any  additional  ships  which 
may  be  placed  in  commission  or  for  any  other  duty  which  might  be 
required. 

The  duty  the  officers  are  now  performing  at  the  posts  of  the  corps 
requires  an  immediate  increase  of  numbers,  and  the  mustering  out  of 
the  temporary  officers  at  present  in  the  service  will  make  the  duty  on 
the  regular  officers  extremely  rigorous,  requiring  them  to  perform  duty 
day  on  and  day  off  at  many  of  the  posts,  which  should  not  be  the  case  in 
any  service. 

This  bill  provides  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  for  the  commandant 
of  the  corps.  The  authorized  strength  of  the  Marine  Corps  is  at  this 
time  116  officers  and  4,700  men.  There  is  no  service  in  the  world, 
except  tbe  Marine  Corps,  where  a  colonel  has  command  of  this  number 
of  men.  The  peace  strength  of  the  corps  is  over  3,000  men,  which  is 
an  appropriate  command  for  a  brigadier-general.  It  is  further  sub- 
mitted that  the  Marine  Corps,  as  one  of  the  coordinate  military  branches 
of  the  Government,  is  entitled  to  have  as  its  head  a  brigadier-general, 
thus  placing  the  commandant  on  an  equality  in  this  respect  with  the 
corresponding  rank  held  by  the  heads  of  departments  in  the  Army  and 
bureaus  of  the  Navy. 

Post  exchanges  are  now  in  operation  at  the  following-named  barracks : 
League  Island,  Pa.;  Norfolk,  Va. ;  Boston,  Mass.;  Port  Royal,  S.  C; 
Annapolis,  Md.,  and  at  Puget  Sound,  Bremerton,  Wash.  As  nearly 
all  the  troops  were  taken  from  the  posts  for  active  service  during  the 
war,  no  definite  conclusion  as  to  the  result  of  this  experiment  in  the 
Marine  Corps  can  be  arrived  at  at  the  present  time. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  mention  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  the 
great  increase  in  the  strength  of  the  corps,  it  being  almost  double  its 
strength  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  the  consequent  large 
increase  of  work  in  all  departments,  without  any  addition  in  the  clerical 
force,  the  paymaster,  adjutant  and  inspector,  and  quartermaster  have 
rendered  all  assistance  possible  in  every  emergency,  and  have  promptly 
and  efficiently  transacted  all  the  business  of  their  respective  depart- 
ments, the  work  having  been  at  all  times  kept  up  to  date.  The  great 
number  of  men  enlisted  in  a  short  period  of  time  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war  devolved  upon  the  Quartermaster's  Department  the  duty  of  pro- 
curing material  and  manufacturing  large  quantities  of  clothing  of  all 
kinds,  as  well  as  the  procuring  of  other  supplies  of  various  sorts,  at 
very  short  notice.  All  of  this  work  was  performed  in  the  most  satis- 
factory manner,  and  the  Department  met  all  the  demands  made  upon 
it  without  any  delay.  When  orders  were  received  to  assemble  the  bat- 
talion at  New  York,  it  was  necessary  to  procure  large  quantities  of 
clothing,  equipments,  and  various  other  stores  for  the  use  of  the  battal- 
ion in  the  tropics,  and  there  were  but  four  days  in  which  to  collect  all 
the  articles  at  New  York,  many  of  which  had  to  be  obtained  from  man- 
ufacturers and  dealers  at  a  considerable  distance.  By  the  energetic 
work  of  the  quartermaster  of  the  Corps,  Maj.  F.  L.  Denny,  all  the  arti- 
cles required  arrived  in  ample  time  to  be  placed  on  board  the  Panther 
before  the  battalion  sailed.  The  only  increase  made  in  the  usual  force 
was  the  employment  of  a  few  extra  cutters  and  operatives,  who  were 
absolutely  necessary.  I  append  the  reports  of  the  adjutant  and  inspec- 
tor, quartermaster,  and  assistant  quartermasters,  and  request  that  they 
may  be  printed  in  connection  with  my  report. 
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The  11th  of  July,  1898,  was  the  eentennial  of  the  Marine  Corps  as  an 
organization.  On  the  8th  of  June,  1775,  the  Contineutal  Congress  pro- 
vided for  the  formation  of  two  battalions  of  marines, "  consisting  of  one 
colonel,  two  lieutenant  colonels,  two  majors,  and  other  ofiftcers  as  usual 
in  other  regiments  *  *  *  and  that  particular  care  be  taken  that  no 
person  be  appointed  to  oflftcers  or  enlisted  into  said  battalions  but  such  as 
are  good  seamen,  or  so  acquainted  with  maritime  affairs  as  to  be  able 
to  serve  to  advantage  by  sea  when  required ;  that  they  be  enlisted  and 
commissioned  to  serve  for  and  during  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies,  unless  dismissed  by  order  of  Congress;  that  they  be 
distinguished  by  the  names  of  the  First  and  Second  Battalions  of  Ameri- 
can Marines."  On  the  11th  of  July,  1798,  an  act  was  approved  "for 
the  establishing  and  organizing  a  'Marine  Corps,'"  and  thus  the  organi- 
zation has  been  in  existence  as  a  corps  one  hundred  years,  and  marines 
have  been  a  part  of  the  naval  service  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
years.  The  Department  invited  the  attention  of  the  service  to  the  cen- 
tennial of  the  corps  by  the  following  order : 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Juhj  30,  1898. 
General  Order  No.  494. 

Ou  the  11th  day  of  the  present  month  the  United  States  Marine  Corps,  which  has 
been  a  part  of  the  naval  establishment  of  the  Government  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty  three  years,  completed  the  one  hundredth  year  of  its  existence  as  a  corps. 
During  this  period  the  many  occasions  on  which  it  has  received  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress for  distinguished  conduct  in  conflict  with  the  enemy,  and  the  numerous  other 
instances  in  which  its  duties  have  been  performed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  bring  it 
prominently  into  notice,  have  served  to  impress  upon  the  public,  and  especially  upon 
the  naval  service,  the  great  worth  of  the  corps.  This  order  is  issued  in  recognition 
of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  this  important  and  useful  arm  of  the  Government, 
which,  occurring  as  it  does  in  the  midst  of  the  war  with  Spain,  and  at  a  time  when 
the  Marine  Corps  has  added  new  glory  to  its  already  gallant  record,  affords  the 
Department  an  added  pleasure  in  announcing  tliis  anniversary  to  the  service. 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

The  following  casualties  have  occurred  since  the  date  of  my  last 
report :  Eetired,  Maj.  Henry  A.  Bartlett,  February  1, 1898 ;  Col.  John  H. 
Higbee,  June  1,  1898.  These  ofiicers  were  retired  on  their  own  appli- 
cation, having  served  over  thirty  years.  Death,  Lieut.  Col.  John  L. 
Broome,  retired,  April  12,  1898. 

Since  my  last  re[)ort  one  second  lieutenant,  Ralph  E.  Walker,  has 
been  apppinted  to  the  Corps  from  the  Naval  Academy  and  will  be  sent 
to  the  school  of  application  at  these  headquarters  for  instruction. 

There  have  been  since  my  last  report  1,139  casualties  in  the  enlisted 
strength,  caused  by  discharges,  desertions,  deaths,  and  retirements,  and 
iu  the  same  time  there  have  been  1,817  enlistments  and  reenlistmeuts. 

The  same  strict  recruiting  regulations  in  force  last  year  have  been  con- 
tinued this  year,  with. the  exception  that  the  authorized  minimum  height 
of  men  enlisted  for  the  war  was  reduced  1  inch,  and  the  age  limit  in- 
creased to  35  years,  and  an  excellent  class  of  men  have  been  obtained. 
There  are  now  484  aliens  in  the  Corps,  and  of  these  179  have  declared 
their  intention  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States;  302  live  in  the 
United  States  but  have  not  declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens, 
and  only  3  claim  foreign  residence. 

There  are  1,898  men  on  duty  at  the  various  shore  stations  and  1,678 
on  board  ships  in  commission. 

In  accordance  with  the  Department's  instructions  of  July  11,  1898, 
the  annual  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  Marine  Corps  for  the  fis- 
cal year  ending  June  30,  1900,  were  forwarded  to  the  Department  on 
August  30. 
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Triplicate  copies  of  the  paymaster's  and  quartermaster's  estimates 
are  inclosed  herewith. 

The  adjutant  and  inspector  has  made  inspections  in  accordance  with 
article  932  (2),  Navy  Regulations,  and  reports  the  discipline  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  men  as  most  satisfactory,  and  the  general  condition  of  the 
buildings  as  excellent. 

During  the  year  good-conduct  medals  have  been  awarded  under 
article  930,  Ii^avy  Regulations,  1896,  to  such  enlisted  men  as  were 
recommended  therefor  by  a  board  of  officers  ordered  in  accordance 
with  Special  Orders,  No.  49,  Navy  Department,  July  20,  1896.  The 
medals  are  greatly  appreciated  by  the  men,  and  are  worn  by  them  with 
much  pride. 

I  respectfully  invite  attention  to  the  following  extract  from  my  report 
of  last  year : 

As  the  civil  force  at  these  headquarters  has,  hy  Executive  order,  been  recently 
placed  under  clTil-service  rules,  I  respectfully  recommend  a  rearrangement  of  sala- 
ries to  correspond  with  those  received  by  clerks  in  the  other  Departments  of  the 
Government  performing  like  duties.  The  chief  clerks  of  the  various  offices  should 
be  fourth-class  clerks  and  receive  the  same  pay  allowed  the  chief  clerks  of  the  various 
offices  in  the  Departments ;  and  the  second  and  third  clerks  employed  here  should 
be  third  and  second  class  clerks,  respectively.  The  sums  received  now  by  these  men 
are  odd  in  figures,  being  established  many  years  ago,  and  are  unlike  those  in  any 
other  Department. 

The  civil  force  here  is  very  small  compared  to  the  work  to  be  performed,  owing  to 
the  employment  of  enlisted  men  as  clerks  and  messengers;  and  in  that  way  a  con- 
siderable saving  annually  results  to  the  Government,  there  being  twelve  of  these 
soldiers  so  detailed. 

The  plan  proposed  will  be  an  increase  of  only  $1,573.80 — about  the  pay  of  one 
additional  clerk — and  in  my  judgment  will  be  a  fitting  reward  for  deserving  men 
who  have  at  present  little  chance  for  advancement,  which  is  discouraging  to  anyone 
who  efficiently  performs  his  duties. 

The  clerical  force  here  has  cheerfully  and  efficiently  transacted  the 
vast  amount  of  work  incident  to  the  war,  frequently  remaining  at  the 
offices  until  late  at  night  when  necessary,  and  I  respectfully  renew  my 
recommendation  for  the  rearrangement  of  the  grades  above  referred  to. 

I  inclose  herewith  an  abstract  and  schedule  of  proposals  received  for 
furnishing  rations,  fuel,  and  other  annual  supplies  for  the  Marine  Corps 
during  the  present  fiscal  year,  and  it  is  requested  that  this  may  also  be 
made  a  part  of  my  report. 

Yery  respectfully,  Charles  Heywood, 

Colonel  Commandant. 

The  Secebtabt  op  the  Navy. 
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U.  S.  S.  Panther, 
Key  West,  Fla.,  April  30,  189S. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

Before  leaving  New  York  on  the  22d  instant  the  force  placed  under  my  command 
was  divided  into  five  companies  of  infantry  and  one  of  artillery,  the  battery  of 
artillery  consisting  of  four  3-incb  B.  L.  R.  of  the  latest  navy  pattern. 

The  battalion  m'arched  aboard  the  transport  Panther  at  6.15  p.  m.  on  that  date, 
and  sailed  for  Fort  Monroe  at  7.30  p.  m.,  the  departure  being  marked  by  intense 
enthusiasm  in  the  navy-yard,  docks,  harbor  front,  and  shipping  of  New  York  and 
Brooklyn.  ,  .   t.  n 

At  8  p.  m.  on  the  23d  the  ship  anchored  at  Fort  Monroe  to  await  orders.  Maj.  r.  L. 
Pope  and  First  Lieut.  J.  E.  Mahoney  joined  the  battalion,  reporting  on  board  soon 
after  the  Panther  dropped  anchor. 

At  8.05  a.  m.  on  the  26th  instant  this  ship  sailed  from  Fort  Monroe,  under  convoy 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery,  and  arrived  at  Key  West  at  11  a.  m.  on  the  29th. 

Ab.  98 84 
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At  the  request  of  the  commanding  ofScer  of  the  ship,  six  men  were  detailed  for 
signal  duty,  and  they  have  satisfactorily  received  and  transmitted  all  signals  and 
messages. 

One-half  of  the  lifeboat's  crew  each  night  was  composed  of  men  detailed  from 
the  battalion. 

Two  boat's  crews  were  likewise  detailed  each  day,  and  they  have  performed  this 
duty  in  a  creditable  manner,  and  an  anchor  watch  of  50  men  has  been  on  duty 
nightly. 

Two  privates  are  now  on  the  sick  list  with  pneumonia,  and  one.  Private  Edward 
A.  Donahue,  fell  off  the  "Jacob's  ladder"  at  the  stern  of  the  ship  in  this  port  and 
sustained  a  fraotureof  the  lower  end  right  outer  malleolus.  This  occurred  at5  p.m. 
on  the  29th,  and  at  7  p.  m.  he  was  removed  to  the  United  States  army  hospital  at 
this  port. 

The  men  of  this  command  have  been  frequently  and  carefully  instructed  and 
drilled  to  such  an  extent  as  the  limited  facilities  of  the  ship  would  permit;  and  on 
the  26th  instant,  each  of  the  six  companies  was  practically  instructed  in  loadings 
and  iirings  at  sea,  each  man  firing  ten  rounds;  and  the  battery  of  artillery  received 
similar  practical  instruction,  one  round  being  fired  from  each  gun. 

The  mechanism  of  the  new  rifle  worked  fairly  well. 

The  aocouterments  have  been  marked  in  black,  with  the  letter  of  the  company 
and  each  man's  company  number. 

Very  respectfully,  R.  W.  Hdntington, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Commanding  First  Battalion. 

The  Colonel  Commandant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Seadquarters,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Headquarters  First  Battalion, 
Camp  Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla.,  May  SS,  1898. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  telegram  of  the  25th  instant,  I  respectfully  report  that 
the  battalion  under  my  command  was  sent  ashore  from  the  Panther  on  the  24th 
instant,  the  order  to  this  effect  having  been  received  about  5.30  p.  m.  on  the  23d 
instant,  this  order  being  to  land  the  battalion  at  3  a.  m. 

We  had  permission  to  get  out  such  stores  as  we  could  before  3  a.  m.  There  was 
considerable  delay  in  procuring  the  first  lighter,  and,  it  having  been  loaded,  there 
was  considerable  more  delay  in  getting  the  ship  alongside  the  wharf.  The  ship  was 
put  alongside  about  9.30  p.  m. 

Owing  to  my  representations,  Commodore  Eemey,  commanding  the  base,  extended 
the  time  allowed  to  take  stores  out  and  get  out  of  the  ship  until  the  Amphitrite, 
which  the  Panther  was  to  tow,  should  be  ready  to  sail. 

Subsequently  I  received  orders  from  Commander  Eeiter  that  the  battalion  would 
leave  the  ship  at  4.15  a.  m.  It  was  necessary  to  knock  off  work  at  3.45  a.  m.  in  order 
that  the  men  might  get  ready  to  go  ashore. 

I  was  ordered  by  Commander  Eeiter,  against  my  earnest  plea,  to  leave  on  board 
the  Panther  one-half  of  our  6-millimeter  ammunition  (225,000  rounds)  and  one-half 
of  the  3-inch  ammunition  (18  boxes),  the  Panther  having  two  3-inch  guns  and  we 
having  four.  This  6-millimeter  ammunition  was  retained,  Commauder  Eeiter 
informed  me,  to  serve  as  ballast,  as  the  Panther  has  no  6-millimeter  rifles.  This 
ammunition  weighed  about  14,000  pounds,  and  was  stowed  aft. 

Commodore  Remey  modified  this  order  so  that  we  were  able  to  take  our  6-millimeter 
ammunition,  but  Commander  Eeiter  retained  one-half  of  the  3-inch. 

Owing  to  the  short  time  allowed  for  the  removal  of  the  stores,  and  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  men  worked  hard  and  worked  fast,  considerable  quantities  of  our 
property  and  part  of  the  ten  days'  rations  I  requested  were  left  on  board. 

Lieutenant  Draper  was  present  a  part  of  the  time  when  the  matter  of  sending  the 
battalion  on  shore  was  debated  between  Commodores  Remey  and  Watson  and  Com- 
mander Eeiter,  and  from  his  report  of  this  conversation  I  am  convinced  that  the 
order  for  the  transfer  of  the  battalion,  and  partially  the  extreme  hurry  in  getting 
out  of  the  ship,  was  due  to  the  earnest  solicitation  and  representations  of  Commander 
Eeiter. 

The  battalion  moved  from  the  ship  shortly  after  4.15  a.  m.,  and  moved  out  to  the 
beach,  short  2  miles  from  the  wharf,  and  after  we  had  been  there  some  time  the 
Panther  came  out  of  the  harbor  and  apparently  lay  to  in  the  offing  about  two  and 
one-half  hours,  waiting  for  thei  Amphitrite. 

The  Saturn  was  available  for  the  service  assigned  the  Panther  and  has  mucli 
greater  towing  power,  and  was  fitted  for  towing  until  her  steel  towing  hawser  was 
ripped  out  for  the  Panther. 
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The  battalion  is  now  strung  ont  in  camp  along  the  beach  for  over  half  a  mile. 

About  May  10  Commander  Reiter  attempted  to  get  the  battalion  on  shore,  and  an 
order  was  issued  to  that  effect.  I  addressed  a  letter  (copy  annexed)  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  station  against  this  transfer  and  the  order  was  revoked.  The  same 
reasons  that  I  then  urged  against  the  transfer  held  good  on  the  23d  instant.  In 
referring  to  this  letter  I  find  the  expense  for  water  is  greater  and  for  wood  it  is  less 
than  I  had  estimated.  The  expense  for  transportation  is  also  greater  than  I  had 
estimated. 

The  quartermaster  has  been  compelled  to  hire  a  storehouse  for  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  the  stores. 

The  battalion  is  established  in  camp,  and  the  sick  list  shows  a  decided  increase 
this  morning,  owing  in  part  to  the  sun,  heat,  and  exposure. 

The  usual  routine  of  camp  has  been  established,  and  a  guard  of  33  men  and  an 
ofiScer  has  been  sent  into  Key  West  for  the  protection  of  public  property  at  the 
naval  station,  by  order  of  the  commandant  of  the  base,  this  to  continue  daily. 

Cooked  meats  have  to  be  sent  to  these  men,  the  transportation  of  which  is  paid 
by  the  Marine  Corps. 

Six  men  are  on  duty,  two  at  a  time,  as  orderlies  for  the  commandant,  from  8  a.  m. 
to  10  p.  m.  daily. 

I  have  no  objection  to  these  details  except  that  the  men  are  necessarily  absent 
from  their  drill  and  from  their  places  in  squads  and  companies,  and  their  military 
instruction  at  the  present  juncture  is  of  great  importance. 

I  think  that,  notwithstanding  the  annoyance,  trouble,  and  expense  this  transfer 
has  caused,  the  experience  will  be  of  some  value  to  the  battalion. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  W.  Huntington, 
lAeutenant-Colonel,  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Commanding  Battalion. 

The  Colonel  Commandant,  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Headquarters,  Washington,  D.  C. 


U.  S.  S.  Panther, 

Keij  West,  May  10,  1898. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  move  the  marine  battalion 
from  this  ship  into  camp  for  the  following  reasons : 

There  is  no  good  ground  for  encampment.  Supplying  water  to  the  camp  for  cook- 
ing and  drinking  will  be  difficult  and  involve  considerable  expense.  The  same  can 
be  said  relative  to  the  supply  of  commissary  stores  and  fuel.  We  should  use  5  cords 
of  wood  a  day,  costing  in  town  $8  a  cord.  The  hauling  of  tents  and  camp  equipage 
from  the  camp — the  place  best  adapted  is  a  mile  and  three-quarters  from  the  wharf — 
will  cause,  I  estimate,  two  days  delay.  The  men  will  be  more  uncomfortable  and 
under  less  healthy  conditions  than  they  are  on  board  ship.  Venereal  disease  is  rife 
in  Key  West. 

The  advent  of  the  rainy  season  emphasizes  the  above  reasons.  I  think  our  camp- 
ing place  in  heavy  rains  will  be  standing  water; 

The  men  at  the  present  time  are  going  ashore  and  being  exercised  and  are  healthy, 
the  sick  list  being  about  1  per  cent.- 

Very  respectfully,  R.  W.  Huntington, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Commanding  Battalion. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

Naval  Station,  Key  West. 


Headquarters  First  Marine  Battalion, 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  June  17,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  The  stores  of  this  battalion 
were  sent  to  the  dock  at  Key  West  from  Camp  Sampson  on  Sunday,  June  5.  We 
broke  camp  at  2  a.  m.  on  June  6,  and  went  on  board  the  Panther,  Major  Pope  going 
to  Key  West  hospital. 

On  June  7  at  7.10  p.  m.  we  sailed  from  Key  West  and  arrived  off  Santiago  de  Cuba 
on  the  morning  of  the  10th;  on  the  same  day,  at  1  p.  m.,  we  arrived  in  Guantanamo 
Bay;  at  2  p.  m.  the  battalion  landed  with  stores.  Company  C  was  landed  and 
deployed  up  the  hill  near  the  beach  on  the  right  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbor.  This 
hill  is  about  150  feet  high  and  on  top  was  formerly  occupied  by  the  Spanish  troops, 
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bat  vrhen  the  position  was  vacated,  the  day  before  our  landing,  the  blockhouse  on 
top  of  the  hill  was  burned. 

On  the  landing  all  houses  and  huts  lately  occupied  by  the  Spanish  forces  were 
burned. 

The  hill  occupied  by  us  is  a  faulty  position,  but  the  best  to  be  had  at  this  point. 
The  ridge  slopes  downward  and  to  the  rear  from  the  bay ;  the  space  at  the  top  is  very 
small,  and  all  the  surrounding  country  is  covered  with  thick  and  almost  impenetra- 
ble brush.  The  position  is  commanded  by  a  mountain,  the  ridge  of  which  is  about 
1,200  yards  to  the  rear. 

On  the  afternoon  of  landing,  tents  were  pitched  and  outposts  established. 

On  the  11th,  about  5  p.  m.,  an  attack  was  made  upon  one  of  the  outposts,  and  two 
privates,  MoColgau  and  Dumphy,  of  Company  D,  were  killed,  each  receiving  more 
thad  eight  wounds,  each  of  which  would  have  caused  death.  These  two  men  were 
patrols.  A  detachment  was  sent  out  from  camp  to  support  the  outpost,  and  we 
found  only  faint  traces  of  the  enemy.  After  nightfall  fire  was  opened  upon  our 
camp  by  small  parties  from  different  directions  on  five  different  occasions.  The  men 
turned  out  each  time  under  arms  with  prompitude  and  courage.  About  1  a.  m.  a 
more  combined  attack  was  made,  and  noisy  fire  from  south,  southeast,  and  south- 
west, was  opened.  During  this  attack  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  John  Blair  Gibbs, 
United  States  Navy,  was  killed.  From  the  best  information  attainable  about  160 
men  were  engaged  in  this  attack. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  Sergeant  C.  H.  Smith  was  killed  and  Corporal  Glass, 
Privates  McGowan  and  Dalton,  all  of  Company  D,  were  wounded — not  dangerously. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  all  tents  and  material  were  removed  from  the  position 
and  taken  on  the  bay  side  of  the  hill,  and  a  trench  was  dug  on  the  south  front,  about 
40  yards  across,  and  a  barricade  made  around  the  position,  which  would  enable  us  to 
hold  it,  as  I  was  informed  that  more  troops  were  being  assembled  by  the  enemy  in 
this  immediate  vicinity. 

On  the  night  of  the  12th  many  persistent  and  trifling  attacks  were  made,  in  reply 
to  which  we  used  a  good  deal  of  ammunition.  About  2  a.  m.  Sergt.  Maj.  Henry 
Good  was  killed.  On  the  12th  we  were  joined  by  60  insurgent  troops,  and  they, 
being  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  excellent  woodsmen  and  fearless,  were  of  the 
greatest  assistance. 

On  the  13th,  about  8  a.  m.,  fire  was  opened  upon  the  camp  and  subdued  without 
loss  or  difflculty.  About  8  a.  m.  of  the  14th  a  rather  smart  Are  was  opened  for  a 
few  moments  on  the  camp  and  easily  repelled.  About  20  Cubans  came  from  below 
the  hill  at  this  alarm,  bub  their  help  was  not  needed.    They  opened  fire. 

At  9  a.  m.,  14th,  a  force  consisting  of  Companies  C  and  D,  the  native  troops  above 
mentioned,  with  about  25  more  from  Guantanamo,  all  under  the  direction  of  Colonel 
Tomas,  Cuban  army,  proceeded  through  the  hills  about  6  miles  and  destroyed  a  well, 
said  to  be  the  only  available  water  supply  within  9  miles. 

From  the  best  information  I  can  gather,  this  force  was  opposed  by  four  regular 
companies  of  Spanish  infantry  and  two  companies  of  guerrillas,  making  a  total  of  a 
little  short  of  500  men. 

The  engagement  between  these  forces  lasted  from  about  11  a.  m.  until  3.30  p.  m. 
Our  troops  drove  the  enemy  at  every  point,  being  obliged  to  make  the  first  advance 
under  fire,  which,  owing  to  the  lay  of  the  country,  they  could  not  return. 

Captain  Elliott  reports  that  the  men  in  many  cases  coolly  estimated  distances, 
borrowed  his  field  glass  to  pick  up  parties  of  the  enemy,  and  at  a  distance  of  1,000 
yards  often  inflicted  damage  and  caused  withdrawal. 

Second  Lieutenant  Magill,  with  50  men  and  10  Cubans,  joined  Captain  Elliott, 
climbing  the  mountain  through  cactus  and  brush;  this  advance  was  intended  to  cut 
off  the  retreat  of  the  Spaniards,  which  unfortunately  failed  of  its  principal  object, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  his  advance  was  stopped  by  the  fire  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Dolphin. 

Being  apprehensive  for  the  success  of  the  movement,  I  ordered  First  Lieutenant 
Mahoney  to  be  joined  by  First  Lieutenant  Ingate — these  officers  each  having  50  men 
with  them  on  picket — this  combined  force  to  proceed  to  Captain  Elliott's  assistance. 
Lieutenant  Ingate  failed  to  find  his  way  to  Lieutenant  Mahoney,  and  Lieutenant 
Mahoney  advanced  alone,  arriving  too  late  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  affair. 

Our  losses  were  2  Cubans  killed,  2  wounded,  and  3  privates  wounded,  not  danger- 
ously ;  after  the  affair,  while  descending  the  mountain.  Lieutenant  Neville  wrencned 
his  hip  and  will  probably  be  unfit  for  service  for  a  month;  about  10  or  12  of  our 
men  and  2  Cubans  were  overcome  by  the  heat. 

From  information  received  from  prisoners,  which  I  believe  to  be  reliable,  about  60 
of  the  Spanish  force  were  killed  and  something  more  than  150  wounded,  and  1  lieu- 
tenant and  17  privates  were  captured.  The  forces  returned  to  camp  at  8  p.  m., 
exhausted  by  the  long,  hard  march  through  this  mountainous  and  tropical  country. 

This  affair  was  planned  by  the  Cubans,  but  too  much  praise  can  not  be  awarded 
to  the  coolness,  skill,  and  bravery  of  our  ofUcers  and  men,  by  which  alone  its  success 
was  achieved. 
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Captain  Elliott's  cool  advance  up  a  rocky,  steep  mountain  path,  under  fire  for 
twenty  minutes  without  being  able  to  return  it,  and  the  gallantry  and  skill  displayed 
by  him  throughout  this  atlair  were  essential  to  the  great  success  attained  by  the 
expedition,  and  are  worthy  of  and  I  earnestly  recommend  that  he  be  advanced  in 
rank  one  grade.  Captain  Elliott  mentions,  in  terms  of  high  praise,  the  conduct  of 
First  Lieutenants  Lucas  and  Neville,  and  Second  Lieutenants  Magill  and  Bannon. 
Your  attention  is  called  to  a  report  made  by  Captain  Elliott,  attached  hereto. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  W.  Huntington, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Commanding  First  Battalion, 
Colonel  Commandant  Charles  Hbywood, 

United  States  Marine  Corps,  Headquarters,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[First  indorsement.] 

U.  S.  S.  Marblehead  (third  rate), 

June  19,  1898. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

This  report  requires  several  corrections. 

The  blockhouse  referred  to  on  page  2  was  burned  by  the  gun  fire  from  the  YanTcee 
on  the  7th  instant. 

The  position  referred  to  on  the  same  page  was  not  occupied  again  after  a  small 
Spanish  force  had  been  driven  away,  when  the  Marblehead  took  permanent  possession 
of  the  bay  on  the  8th  instant. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  Captain  Goodrell,  with  40  marines  from 
the  Oregon  and  20  marines  from  the  Marblehead,  examined  the  locality  occupied  by 
the  marines,  who  arrived  shortly  after  he  had  completed  this  duty.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  Panther  Captain  Goodrell  was  sent  on  board  to  give  Colonel  Huntington  the 
benefit  of  his  observations. 

Referring  to  paragraph  4,  page  2,  the  position  occupied  by  the  marines  has  been 
pronounced  by  Major-General  Perez,  of  the  Cuban  army,  on  the  17th  instant,  to  be 
the  only  tenable  position  on  the  bay  which  could  be  successfully  held  by  a  small 
force.    He  also  stated  that  5,000  Spaniards  could  not  take  it. 

If  the  marine  position  is  commanded  by  a  mountain  ridge,  that  mountain  ridge  is 
commanded  in  turn  by  the  ten  5-inch  rapid-fire  guns  of  the  Marblehead,  and  of  such 
other  ships  as  may  be  here. 

The  mistake  of  locating  the  camp  between  the  main  position  and  the  outpost  was 
corrected  on  the  11th  instant,  at  my  suggestion. 

The  expedition  was  suggested  by  Colonel  La  Borde,  and  the  Dolphin  was  sent  to 
cover  the  sea  front  of  our  force. 

Twenty-three  marines  overcome  by  the  heat  were  brought  back  by  the  Dolphin. 

This  exhaustion  was  due,  I  believe,  mainly  to  the  fact  that  the  campaign  hats  of 
the  marines  were  on  the  Resolute,  and  not  in  the  marine  camp. 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Marine  Battalion  generally  has  been 
most  gallant,  and  is  in  general  worthy  of  all  praise. 

Very  respectfully,  B.  H.  McCalla, 

Commander,  United  States  Navy,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  20,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the' Navy'. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


Headquarters  First  Marine  Battaiion, 

Playa  del  JEste,  Cuba,  July  31,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  After  the  action  of  June  14 
the  enemy  retreated  farther  up  country  and  has  never  since  annoyed  us. 

On  June  25,  at  3  a.  m.,  Companies  C  and  E  and  about  40  Cubans,  under  my  com- 
mand, crossed  to  the  west  side  of  Guantanamo  Bay  in  small  boats  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  off  a  body  of  the  enemy  who  had  been  annoying  small  boats  from  the  Marble- 
head in  their  search  for  mines.  A  landing  was  made  and  the  troops  disposed  to  cut 
off  any  retreat  of  the  enemy  on  the  point,  while  the  Marblehead  watched  the  isthmus 
leading  from  the  mainland  to  our  position. 
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A  heavy  patrol  was  then  sent  to  search  the  point,  bnt  none  of  the  enemy  were 
found,  although  unmistakable  signs  showed  that  a  force  of  100  or  150  had  occupied 
this  point  a  day  or  two  before. 

This  force  reembarked  at  7.30  a.  m.  and  returned  to  the  camp. 

The  regular  pickets  have  been  maintained — 15  men  by  day  and  a  full  company 
with  all  its  officers  by  night.  This  line  of  observation  is  about  800  yards  to  a  mile 
from  our  position.  One-half  of  this  line — the  left — is  the  same  as  that  established 
on  the  10th  day  of  June,  when  we  first  landed.  The  right  half  of  this  line  has  been 
drawn  back  to  easier  supporting  distance. 

Sentries  on  each  face  of  the  fortified  position  occupied  by  us  are  maintained,  but 
I  have  reduced  these  materially  from  the  number  which  were  kept  on  duty  from  the 
10th  to  the  30th  of  June,  inclusive. 

Strong  scouting  parties,  in  addition  to  those  sent  out  by  the  Cubans,  have  been 
sent  out  frequently  to  examine  the  surrounding  country  for  the  enemy. 

During  the  past  few  days  water  has  been  reported  in  the  well  at  Cuzco  which  was 
filled  up  by  our  force  after  the  affair  on  the  14th  ultimo,  as  reported  to  you  in  my 
communication  of  June  17,  but  inasmuch  as  rations  have  been  sent  from  here  to  the 
Spaniards  in  Caimanara  it  does  not  seem  necessary  to  fill  up  the  well,  but  it  is  being 
closely  observed  by  scouting  parties  from  this  camp. 

The  graves  of  our  dead  have  been  appropriately  marked  with  headstones  and  a 
record  placed  in  a  bottle  beneath  the  headstone  in  each  case. 

The  strength  of  the  battalion  at  this  date  is  515.  Of  this  number  23  are  commis- 
sioned and  482  enlisted  ;  deducting  21  sick,  leaves  484  available. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  reduction  in  the  strength  of  the  battalion  as  shown 
by  the  muster  rolls  forwarded  herewith. 

Very  respectfully,  R.  W.  Huntington, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Commanding  Battalion. 

The  CoLONBL  Commandant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Headquarters,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Headquarters  First  Marine  Battalion, 
Navy-Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  August  S6,  1898. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  from  the  date  of  my  last  report,  July  31,  up  to 
August  5,  the  battalion  remained  in  camp  at  Playa  del  Este. 

On  the  latter  date  we  embarked  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Resolute,  and  on  the  9th 
instant  sailed,  under  convoy  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Newark,  bound  for  the  Isle  of  Pines. 

In  an  interview  with  the  commander  in  chief  before  our  departure,  I  asked  if 
there  was  any  military  information  available  for  my  use  there,  and  was  told  by  him 
that  there  was  a  paper  of  which  a  copy  should  be  sent  to  me. 

This  paper  proved  to  contain  certain  general  information  relative  to  the  island 
and  the  approaches  to  it.  I  had  no  information  as  to  whether  there  was  a  hostile 
force  in  any  part  of  the  island. 

The  available  draft  of  water  at  the  principal  port  was,  according  to  the  above- 
mentioned  paper,  6  or  7  feet;  as  the  Suwanee  drew  8^,  and  was  the  lightest  draft  of 
any  vessel  in  the  expedition,  I  suggested  to  Capt.  C.  F.  Goodrich,  who  was  in  com- 
mand, the  great  desirability  of  the  addition  of  the  Maniti,  a  captured  tug  drawing 
4  feet,  to  his  force,  and  by  his  direction  and  in  his  name  applied  to  the  chief  of  staff 
of  the  fleet  for  her. 

My  application  was  very  positively  and  somewhat  contemptuously  denied,  and  I 
was  told  by  him  that  the  Suwanee  could  go  anywhere,  as  she  drew  8  feet. 

By  the  chart  18  feet  could  be  carried  just  into  the  Bay  of  Seguranoa,  but  the  New- 
arlc  drew  21  feet  und  the  Resolute  18J.  Two  fathoms  are  marked  on  the  chart  several 
miles — 8  or  10— from  shore  in  the  bay;  the  Sist,  Osceola,  and  Wompatuek  all  drew 
more  water  than  this. 

Information  received  off  Cape  Cruz  by  Captain  Goodrich  induced  him  to  resolve 
to  demand  the  surrender  of  Manzanillo.  I  append  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  of 
Captain  Goodrich,  giving  the  details  of  his  action  under  this  resolve. 

On  the  14th  instant  the  Resolute,  with  the  battalion  on  board,  sailed  for  Playa  del 
Este. 

On  the  18th  instant  the  Resolute,  having  taken  on  board  certain  officers  and  men 
of  the  United  States  artillery,  sailed  for  Montauk  Point,  at  which  place  she  arrived 
on  the  23d  instant,  and,  having  disembarked  the  detachment  belonging  to  the  Army, 
proceeded  to  this  place,  where  the  battalion  disembarked. 

This  report  completes  the  history  of  the  service  for  which  the  battalion  was 
collected. 

From  May  24  to  June  7  the  battalion  was  in  camp  at  Key  West,  and  during  this 
time— just  previous  to  our  departure  for  Cuba — diarrhea  was  very  prevalent.  The 
camping  ground  in  Key  West  is  bad  and  the  water  is  bad. 
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Notwithstanding  this,  the  battalion  disembarked  at  Playa  del  Este  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  during  our  stay  there  the  sick  list  was  at  no  time  large.  The  gradual  dete- 
rioration of  the  battalion  was,  however,  clearly  marked.  The  men  seemed  willing 
to  work,  but  tasks  that  were  comparatively  easy  at  first  became  hard.  The  men 
seemed  to  have  no  reserve  supply  of  strength,  and,  I  doubt  not,  would  during  the 
last  month  of  our  stay  there  have  yielded  easily  to  any  disease. 

Campiiign  suits. — The  material  is  not  suitable,  the  color  after  washing  being  nearly 
as  distinct  as  white  at  night,  and  not  oifering  enough  resistance  to  dews ;  and  the  cut 
is  not  desirable.  The  coat  is  too  tight  in  the  chest  and  back,  and  it  should  have 
more  and  larger  pockets.  These  suits  were,  however,  a  great  boon  to  officers  and 
men  during  the  scorching  days. 

Cartridge  belts. — I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  color  of  these  belts  be  changed 
to  that  of  the  leggings  or  to  conform  to  the  color  that  may  be  selected  for  campaign 
suits. 

V  Leggingj. — These  should  be  cut  longer  and,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  bound  with 
leather,  and  fitted  with  rawhide  laces. 

Campaign  hats. — The  material  of  which  they  are  made  is  very  poor,  and  this  kind 
of  headgear  is  unsuitable  for  a  very  hot  climate,  as  it  is  heavy  and  warm. 

Shoes. — Those  of  the  new  issue,  after  hard  wear,  have  proven  very  satisfactory. 

Bnzzicott  cookers. — These  have  given  entire  satisfaction. 

The  Lee  straight-pull  rifle  has  a  few  defects  which,  I  have  been  informed,  have 
been  corrected.    If  this  is  the  case,  the  Lee  will  be  a  very  superior  military  arm. 

I  have  also  to  recommend  that  canister  be  issued  with  the  3-inch  navy  rifle.  The 
only  ammunition  issued  to  the  battalion  for  these  pieces  was  shrapnel,  and  it  was 
very  difficult  to  explode  this  projectile,  with  any  certainty,  at  short  ranges. 

Water. — The  battalion  at  Playa  del  Este  was  subjected  to  frequent  inconvenience 
and  discomfort  owing  to  lack  of  fresh  water. 

Underclothing. — The  so-called  light-weight  underclothes  would  be  much  better  if 
they  were  lighter  in  weight. 

After  the  Resolute  had  gotten  under  way  for  Manzanillo  I  received  a  telegraphic 
order  from  you  to  make  recommendations  for  brevets  of  officers  who  were  deserving 
of  that  honor. 

In  obedience  to  that  order  I  have  the  honor  to  renew  the  recommendation  made  in 
my  letter  of  .Tune  17,  1898,  in  reference  to  Capt.  George  F.  Elliott. 

I  also  recommend  that  the  following-named  officers  receive  brevets  of  the  next 
higher  grade,  viz:  Capt.  A.  C.  Kelton,  First  Lieuts.  C.  G.  Long,  A.  S.  McLemore, 
and  W.  N.  MoKelvy  for  gallant  conduct  on  June  11,  12,  and  13;  also  First  Lieuts. 
L.  C.  Lucas  and  W.  C.  Neville,  and  Second  Lieuts.  ij.  J.  Magill,  M.  J.  Shaw,  and 
P.  M.  Bannon  for  gallant  conduct  on  June  11, 12,  and  13,  in  the  various  attacks  upon 
our  position,  and  on  the  14th  for  gallant  conduct  in  our  attack  on  the  Spaniards, 
which  resulted  in  their  utter  discomfiture. 

First  Lieut.  James  E.  Mahoney  succeeded  to  the  command  of  Company  E  by  the 
detachment  of  Capt.  H.  K.  White  at  Key  West;  although  Lieutenant  Mahoney  was 
not  the  senior  lieutenant  of  the  battalion,  and  as  such  entitled  to  succeed  to  this 
vacancy,  the  fact  that  I  had  received  information  from  you  that  Captain  Goodrell 
had  been  ordered  to  the  battalion  and  my  unwillingness  to  sever  the  association 
already  formed  between  company  officers  and  men  led  me  to  continue  him  in  com- 
mand of  Company  B. 

This  company  was  the  last  formed  of  the  battalion;  it  was  formed  from  recruits 
and  from  men  who  had  been  rejected  for  Company  C,  and  under  Lieutenant  Mahoney, 
and  owing  to  him,  its  efficiency  increased  remarkably.  From  regarding  it  as  the 
worst  company  in  the  battalion  I  came  to  look  upon  it  as  among  the  best. 

On  the  11th,  12th,  and  13tli  of  June,  Lieutenant  Mahoney's  coolness  under  fire  and 
the  excellent  example  he  set  for  his  men  were  conspicuous. 

Lieutenant  Mahoney's  prompt  and  soldierly  action,  as  set  forth  in  my  report  of 
June  17,  is  deserving  of  high  praise. 

While  under  my  command  he  has  shown  no  tendency  to  commit  the  fault  for  which 
he  was  tried;  and,  deeming  it  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Government  that  he 
should  receive  promotion  as  soon  as  possible,  I  recommend  that  he  be  now  advanced 
two  numbers,  so  as  to  be  placed  in  his  original  position  upon  the  list,  and  also  that 
he  be  brevetted  captain. 

From  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  battalion  to  the  present  Lieutenant 
Draper,  the  adjutant  of  the  battalion,  has  been  untiring  in  assisting  me.  His  duties 
have  been  performed  with  zeal  and  discretion.  On  June  11,  12,  and  13  his  conduct 
was  marked  by  imperturbable  coolness  and  courage,  and  I  most  heartily  recommend 
that  he  be  brevetted  captain  for  his  services  on  those  days. 

I  have  nothing  but  praise  to  award  Capt.  C.  L.  MoCawley,  A.  Q.  M.,  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  his  duties  have  been  performed,  often  under  very  trying  circumstances. 
He  has  never  seemed  to  consider  his  own  ease  in  comparison  with  the  service,  and 
this  means  a  great  deal  when  the  climate  of  Cuba  is  considered.    During  the  various 
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attacks  on  our  position  on  June  11,  12,  and  13  he  was,  a  great  part  of  the  time,  with 
me,  and  his  deportment  was  becoming  to  a  soldier.  He  acted  often  on  those  days  as 
aid.  I  recommend  that  he  he  brevetted  to  the  grade  of  major  for  gallant  conduct. 
I  also  recotamend  to  the  most  favorable  consideration  of  the  Department  Surg. 
John  M.  Edgar,  U.  S.  N.,  for  zealous  and  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  under 
tire  on  June  11,  12,  and  13. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  W.  Huntington, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Commanding  First  Battalion. 

The  Colonel  Commandant,  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Headquarters,  Washington,  D.  C. 


U.  S.  S.  Newark, 
Off  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  August  IS,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  movements  and  oper- 
ations of  this  vessel  and  her  consorts  up  to  8  o'clock  this  morning: 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  the  Newark  left  Guantanamo  and  was  joined  shortly 
after  off  the  entrance  to  that  port  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Resolute,  carrying  the  battalion  of 
marines  under  Colonel  Huntington.  We  proceeded  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  where  we 
communicated  with  the  St.  Louis,  and  then  continued  to  the  westward.  On  Wednes- 
day afternoon,  the  10th  instant,  we  fell  in  with  the  Hist  and  Suwanee  off  Cape  Cruz. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Delahanty,  of  the  Suwanee,  having  preceded  us  to  this  point, 
communicated  with  the  Hist  and  learned  from  her  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant 
Young,  that  the  condition  of  affairs  of  Manzanillo  was  such  as  to  warrant  the  belief 
that  an  attack  by  the  force  iinder  my  command  would  result  in  a  speedy  capitula- 
tion of  the  garrison  and  city.  This  he  reported  to  me  as  being  in  entire  accordance 
with  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Commander  Todd,  of  the  Wilmington,  which  he 
had  been  permitted  to  read  on  board  your  flagship.  Lieutenant  Young,  who  had  on 
board  a  competent  pilot,  assured  me  that  it  was  entirely  practicable  to  approach  to 
within  2  miles  of  Manzanillo  in  a  ship  drawing  as  much  water  as  does  the  Newark. 

Inasmuch  as  the  force  detailed  by  you  for  the  contemplated  operations  at  the  Isle 
of  Pines  was  not  all  on  hand,  and  as  the  Wompatuck  could,  in  all  probability,  not 
leave  Guantanamo  until  the  12tb,  or  possibly  the  13th,  it  appeared  to  me  well  to 
occupy  this  time  of  waiting  in  an  attempt  at  securing  Manzanillo  and  its  garrison. 

We  waited  off  Cape  Cruz  that  night  in  order  to  be  joined  by  the  Alvarado  and 
Osceola,  and  then  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  started  for  Cuatro  Reales  Channel,  the  fol- 
lowing ships  accompanying  the  JVeieari:;  Eesolute,  Suwanee,  Hist,  Osceola,  a^nA  Alvarado. 
In  order  to  minimize  the  chances  of  accident  that  would  be  incurred  in  navigating 
waters  only  imperfectly  charted,  I  sent  the  Hist  with  her  pilot  ahead.  On  her  star- 
board beam  was  the  Suwanee.  In  rear  of  these  came  the  Osceola.  In  rear  of  the 
Osceola  came  the  Resolute,  and  lastly  the  Newark,  with  the  Alvarado  close  aboard,  all 
keeping  the  lead  going  constantly.  By  a  preconcerted  system  of  signals  the  pres- 
ence of  shoal  water  or  other  danger  could  be  instantly  communicated  from  the  lead- 
ing ships  in  ample  time  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  Resolute  and  Newark,  heavy-draft 
vessels. 

We  experienced  no  difficulty  whatever  in  getting  through  Cuatro  Reales,  the  least 
water  found  by  the  Newark  being  5^  fathoms.  At  dark  that  day  we  anchored  inside 
of  the  Great  Barrier  Reef,  in  10  fathoms  of  water,  about  40  miles  distant  from  Man- 
zanillo. 

Yesterday  morning,  the  12th  instant,  my  little  flotilla  got  under  way  at  half  past 
4  and  proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  Manzanillo.  The  Resolute,  Suwanee,  Hist,  and 
Osceola  anchored  well  inside  of  the  northern  entrance.  I  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce  on 
the  Newark  and  proceeded  to  an  anchorage  about  3  miles  distant  from  the  town, 
whence  I  sent  the  Alvarado,  also  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  to  present  to  the  military 
commandant  a  demand  for  surrender,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose. 
This  demand  was  placed  in  his  hands  by  Lieutenant  Blue  at  thirty-five  minutes 
past  noon.  The  reply  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Spanish  military  code  forbade  a 
surrender  except  as  the  sequence  of  a  siege  or  other  military  operation. 

The  town,  being  fortified,  is  exempt  from  th«  privileges  and  immunities  attached 
to  defenseless  places.  Nevertheless,  as  you  will  perceive  from  my  demand,  sufficient 
time  was  given  to  permit  noncombatants  to  leave  the  city.  At  3  o'clock  I  signaled 
to  the  outlying  vessels  to  take  the  stations  off  the  town  which  had  been  assigned, 
and  at  3.35  hauled  down  the  flag  of  truce  on  the  Newark  and  proceeded  toward 
Manzanillo  until  the  shoalness  of  the  water  forbade  her  further  approach.  At  3.40 
fire  was  opened  from  this  ship  on  the  batteries,  and  was  maintained  with  tolerable 
steadiness  until  4.15  o'clock,  with  an  accuracy  surprising  in  view  of  the  short  time 
during  which  she  had  been  commissioned,  the  other  vessels  following  shortly  after. 
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At  4.15  p.  m.,  having  seen  supposed  white  flags  hoisted  on  the  Spanish  gunboat 
Cuba  Eapanola  and  the  commandant's  quarters,  I  made  signal  "  Cease  firing,"  and 
sent  the  JJi-arado  in  under  flag  of  truce.  At  the  same  time  the  Suwanee,  Hist,  and 
Osceola,  all  under  the  immediate  orders  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Delahanty,  were 
approaching  the  town  from  the  southward  through  the  middle  channel.  When  these 
vessels  were  within  1,000  to  1,500  yards  of  the  batteries,  the  Spanish  authorities  opened 
fire  on  them  at  4.35,  paying  no  attention  to  the  flag  of  truce  on  the  Alvarado,  which 
(as  I  have  since  been  informed)  they  failed  to  perceive.  The  Alvarado  hauled  down 
her  flag  of  truce  and  joined  the  other  gunboats  in  returning  the  fire.  At  4.50  opened 
fire  again  from  the  NeiDark.  The  Cuban  forces  at  this  time  appeared  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  town  and  began  discharging  volleys,  which  were  apparently  returned 
by  Spanish  artillery.  The  Newark  threw  a  number  of  6-inoh  shells  in  this  direction, 
inordertoassisttheCubans.  The  Suwanee,  Osceola,  ECist,  a,nA  Alrarado  soonietuvnei 
to  the  neighborhood  of  the  flagship,  and  we  all  anchored  at  about  5.30  p.  m.  for  the 
night.  From  that  time  until  daylight  this  morning  6-inch  shells  were  fired  from 
the  Newark  at  the  batteries  at  irregular  intervals,  one  shot  being  fired  during  each 
half  hour.  Daylight  revealed  a  large  number  of  white  flags  flying  over  the  block- 
houses and  batteries  of  Manzanillo  and  the  approach  of  a  boat  from  the  shore  bearing 
a  flag  of  truce.  The  captain  of  the  port  came  off  and  delivered  to  me  a  dispatch 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  reading  as  follows:  "Protocol  of  peace  signed  by 
the  President ;  armistice  proclaimed."  vl  y  disappointment  was,  as  may  be  imagined, 
very  great,  for  I  had  everj  reason  to  believe  that  the  garrison  was  entirely  ready  to 
surrender.  I  had  hoped  that  the  fleet  under  your  command  might  have  won  one 
more  laurel  and  gained  one  more  important  victory  before  the  conclusion  of  peace. 

A  few  projectiles  fell  close  to  this  ship,  but  the  enemy's  attention  was  naturally 
directed  chiefly  against  the  gunboats.  I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties  or  inju- 
ries beyond  three  shots  from  Mauser  rifles  through  the  Smeanee's  ensign.  What  was 
possibly  the  last  shot  of  the  war  was  a  6-inoh  projectile  tired  from  the  Newark  at 
5.20  a.  m.  to-day.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
officers  of  this  ship  and  of  the  remarkable  gun  practice  she  displayed. 

I  inclose  reports  of  the  commanding  officers.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  exaggerate 
their  loyalty,  zeal,  and  bravery,  which  have  been  too  often  proved  during  the  war 
to  render  eulogy  on  my  part  necessary.  Subjected  as  they  were  to  close  fire  from 
guns  of  various  calibers,  from  old-fashioned  smoothbores  to  Krupp  14-pound  ers,  and 
volleys  of  Mauser  bullets,  they  stuck  to  their  post  and  upheld  the  honor  of  the  flag. 
I  earnestly  commend  to  your  favorable  consideration  Lieutenant-Commander  Dela- 
hanty, Lieutenants  Young,  Purcell,  and  Blue,  commanding  the  Suwanee,  Siat, 
Osceola,  and  Alvarado,  respectively. 

A  part  of  the  contemplated  plan  of  operations  was  the  landing  of  some  or  all  of 
the  marines  of  Colonel  Huntington's  command.  This  officer's  regret  at  the  loss  of 
an  opportunity  to  win  additional  distinction  for  his  corps  and  himself  was  only 
equaled  by  his  careful  study  of  the  necessities  of  the  case  and  his  zealous  entrance 
into  the  spirit  of  the  enterprise. 

Commander  Eaton  was,  as  is  his  wont,  most  ready  and  efficient,  and  with  his  ship 
was  extremely  helpful  toward  others.  It  was  only  the  nature  of  his  ship  and  her 
personnel  which,  under  my  positive  orders,  kept  him  from  a  more  prominent  place 
in  the  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Casper  F.  Goodrich, 
Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief, 

Flagship  New  York,  Guantanamo,  Cuba. 


Camp  McCalla, 
Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  June  15,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

In  accordance  with  your  verbal  directions,  I  left  camp  at  9  a.  m.  yesterday  with 
two  companies  of  the  battalion,  C  and  D,  commanded  respectively  by  First  Lieut. 
L.  C.  Lucas  and  Capt.  William  F.  Spicer,  with  an  aggregate  of  160  men,  and  50 
Cubans  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  E.  Eugene  Tomas.  Colonel  Laborde,  Cuban 
army,  was  also  present,  but  without  command. 

My  orders  were  to  destroy  the  well  at  Cuzco,  about  6  miles  from  this  camp,  which 
was  the  only  water  supply  of  the  enemy  within  12  miles  of  this  place,  and  the  exist- 
ence of  which  made  possible  the  continuance  of  the  annoying  attacks  upon  our 
force  in  camp  here. 

Two  miles  and  a  half  from  Cuzco  half  the  Cubans  and  the  first  platoon  of  C  Com- 
pany, under  Lieutenant  Lucas's  command,  passed  over  a  Aountain  on  our  left,  hoping 
to  cut  off  the  enemy's  picket.     In  this  we  failed,  and  our  force  was  discovered  by  the 
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Spanish  outpost,  which  retreated  immediately  and  gave  the  alarm  to  the  main  body, 
whose  headquarters  were  in  a  house  at  Cuzco. 

A  high  mountain  separated  the  two  forces  at  this  point,  and  each  attempted  to 
gain  its  crest  as  a  point  of  advantage.  In  this  we  were  successful,  but  were  fired  on 
heavily  by  the  enemy  from  the  valley,  at  a  distance  of  800  yards.  This  fire  was  replied 
to  by  the  Cubans  of  the  main  body.  Lieutenant  Lucas,  with  32  men  of  his  platoon 
and  the  remaining  Cubans,  came  into  the  fight  at  lt.15.  Tbe  other  nine  men  of  his 
platoon,  becoming  exhausted,  were  obliged  to  return  to  Camp  McCalla.  Lieutenant 
Bannon  conducted  the  second  platoon  of  C  Company  just  below  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
out  of  fire  from  the  enemy,  leaving  the  narrow  path,  which  was  the  only  road,  and 
inakiug  their  way  through  the  cacti.  Just  in  rear  of  this  platoon  and  following  in 
single  file  was  D  Company.  The  crest  of  the  hill  was  in  the  shape  of  a  horseshoe, 
two  thirds  encircling  Cuzco  Valley  and  the  well.  The  Cubans,  and  C  and  D  companies 
occupied  one-half  of  this  horseshoe  ridge,  while  Second  Lieut.  L.  J.  Magill,  with 
one  platoon  (50  men)  of  A  Company,  came  up  from  the  valley  on  the  opposite  side, 
where  he  had  been  stationed  as  an  outpost  from  Camp  McCalla,  having  been  attracted 
by  the  heavy  fire,  and  believing  his  force  necessary  to  our  assistance,  and  occupied 
the  left  center  of  this  horseshoe  ridge.  As  soon  as  he  saw  our  position  he  sent  one 
of  his  men  around  the  ridge  to  report  to  me.  For  fifteen  minutes  we  were  marching 
under  a  heavy  fire,  to  which  no  reply  was  made,  to  gain  this  position.  By  the  use 
of  glasses  and  careful  search  by  the  men,  individuals  were  discovered  here  and  there, 
and,  fire  being  opened  upon  them,  they  would  break  from  cover  to  cover,  and  we 
were  thus  enabled  to  gain  targets  at  which  to  fire,  which  had  been  heretofore  impos- 
sible owing  to  the  dense  chapparal  in  which  the  enemy  sought  successful  cover. 

Many  of  the  men  fired  as  coolly  as  at  target  practice,  consulting  with  each  other 
and  their  officers  as  to  the  range.  Among  these  were  Privates  Carter,  Faulkner, 
and  Boniface,  all  of  whom  did  noticeable  execution.  This  movement  of  the  enemy 
gave  Lieutenant  Magill  an  opportunity  to  get  in  a  cross  fire,  which  was  well  taken 
advantage  of. 

Having  reduced  the  enemy's  fire  to  straggling  shots,  the  U.  S.  S.  Dolphin,  Com- 
mander H.  W.  Lyon,  U.  S.  N.,  which  had  been  sent  along  the  coast  to  cooperate  with 
us  if  possible,  was  signaled  to  shell  the  house  used  as  the  enemy's  headquarters  and 
also  the  valley,  but  she  was  so  far  to  the  front,  having  mistaken  the  valley  intended, 
that  her  fire  was  in  Lieutenant  Magill's  direction,  driving  him  to  the  reverse  side  of 
the  ridge. 

However,  this  shell  fire  started  the  enemy  from  his  hiding  places,  which  gave  the 
other  companies  the  opportunity  to  fire  on  them  on  the  move. 

Signal  was  made  to  the  Dolphin  to  cease  firing,  and  Lieutenant  Magill  was  directed 
to  form  skirmish  line  and  move  down  the  valley  in  front  of  him  toward  the  sea. 
This  was  defeated  by  renewed  shell  fire  from  the  Dolphin. 

The  fight,  which  began  at  11  a.m.,  was  now  drawing  to  a  close,  being  over  at  3  p.m. 
The  enemy  began  a  straggling  retreat  at  2  p.  m,,  getting  out  of  the  valley  as  best 
they  could. 

The  fire  of  the  force  under  my  command  was  at  all  times  deliberate  and  aimed, 
sights  being  adjusted,  and  volleys  were  fired  when  sufficiently  large  bodies  of  the 
enemy  could  be  seen  to  justify  it.  The  two  platoons  of  Company  C,  under  First 
Lieut.  Lucas  and  Second  Lieut.  P.  M.  Bannon,  were  handled  with  the  best  of  judg- 
ment. D  Company  overcrowded  on  the  firing  line  and  men  needlessly  exposed 
themselves  by  standing  in  groups.  First  Lieut.  W.  C.  Neville,  commanding  the  first 
platoon,  did  his  best  with  the  men  in  front  of  him.  Captain  Spicer,  commanding  D 
Company,  was  overcome  by  the  sun  on  the  top  of  the  hill  and  had  to  be  sent  on 
board  the  Dolphin.  Lieutenant  Neville  injured  his  hip  and  ankle  in  catching  his  foot 
and  falling  down  the  mountain  side  after  the  fight  was  over.  These  accidents  left 
Second  Lieut.  M.  J.  Shaw  in  command  of  D  Uompany,  which  he  handled  with  entire 
satisfaction.  Forty  men  left  the  crest  of  the  hill  at  3.15  p.  m.  under  Lieutenant  Lucas 
and  destroyed  the  well  and  burned  the  house  lately  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Can- 
teens were  taken  from  the  men  still  holding  the  crest  and  filled  with  water  required 
by  signal  from  the  Dolphin. 

The  marines  fired  on  an  average  about  60  shots  each,  the  Cubans'  belts  being  filled 
during  the  action  from  the  belts  of  the  marines,  each  having  to  furnish  6  clips,  or  30 
cartridges. 

The  loss  to  our  force  was  1  private  of  D  Company  wounded  slightly,  and  10  or  12 
overcome  by  heat.  These  latter  were  kindly  taken  on  board  the  Dolphin  and  cared 
for.  This  ship  rendered  every  possible  assistance  to  the  expedition.  Two  Cubans 
were  wounded  during  the  fight  on  the  hill,  one  being  accidentally  shot  by  Colonel 
Laborde  by  a  pistol. 

While  destroying  the  well  the  Cubans  were  placed  up  the  valley  from  which  the 
enemy  retreated  and  began  a  noisy  and  hot  fight  with  guerrillas  who  had  not  been 
dislodged.  In  this  fight  1!he  Cubans  lost  2  killed  and  2  wounded,  but  killed  5  of  the 
enemy. 
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The  march  home  hegan  at  5.30  p.  m.,  camp  heing  reached  at  8  p.  m. 

From  the  best  information  since  ohtained,  which  is  believed  to  be  reliable,  60  of 
the  enemy,  among  whom  were  2  officers,  were  killed.  The  wounded  were  numerous, 
but  the  wounds  were  probably  light,  owing  to  tlie  range  of  600  or  1,000  yards,  at 
which  distance  all  the  explosive  effect  of  the  bullets  are  lost.  Eighteen  prisoners, 
including  1  lieutenant,  were  captured;  about  30  Mauser  rifles  and  a  quantity  of 
ammunition. 

Lieutenant  Magill  also  captured  a  complete  heliograph  outfit  and  destroyed  the 
signal  station.  This  had  been  used  ever  since  our  arrival  here  and  could  be  seen  at 
all  times.  Before  closing  I  desire  to  commend  Lieutenant  Magill's  good  judgment 
in  coming  up  and  the  excellent  manner  in  which  he  handled  his  men. 

Sergt.  John  H.  Quick  was  obliged  to  stand  on  the  open  ridge  under  fire  to  signal 
the  Dolphin,  which  he  did  with  the  utmost  coolness,  using  his  rifle  with  equal  judg- 
ment while  not  thus  engaged.  My  only  regret  is  that  E  Company,  under  the  com- 
mand'of  First  Lieut.  James  E.  Mahoney,  which  had  been  sent  to  us  from  an  outpost 
near  Camp  McCalla  when  the  heavy  firing  was  heard  there,  was  unable  to  report  to 
me  until  4  p.  m.  Had  he  been  an  hour  and  a  half  sooner,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
entire  force  of  the  enemy,  which  was  about  500  men,  would  have  been  captured. 
This  delay  was  not  due  to  any  lack  of  zeal  on  his  part. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  Elliott, 
Captain,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  Commanding  C  Company. 

Lieut.  Col.  R.  W.  Huntington, 

Commanding  First  Battalion  of  Marines, 

Camp  MeCalla,  Onantanamo  Bay,  Cuba. 


Headquarters  First  Marine  Battalion, 

Guantanamo,  Cuba,  June  18,  1S98. 
Sir  :  I  desire  to  make  the  following  supplementary  report :  Upon  leaving  camp 
you  asked  me  if  I  wanted  an  adjutant.  I  declined  to  take  one,  the  command  being 
short  of  officers  for  duty ;  but  having  been  notified  that  a  Mr.  Stephen  Crane  would 
be  allowed  to  accompany  the  expedition,  I  requested  him  to  act  as  an  aid  if  one 
should  be  needed.  He  accepted  the  duty,  and  was  of  material  aid  during  the  action, 
carrying  messages  to  fire  volleys,  etc.,  to  the  different  company  commanders. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  F.  Elliott, 
Captain,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  Commanding  Company  C. 
Lieut.  Col.  R.  W.  Huntington,  U.  S.  M.  C, 

Commanding  Battalion. 

[First  indoraement.] 

U.  S.  S.  Marblbhbad,  June  19,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  expedition  was  most  successful,  and  I  can  not  say  too  much  in  praise  of  the 
officers  and  men  who  took  part  in  it. 

B.  H.  McCalla,  Commander,  8.  0.  P. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  SO,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief  0.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 

Bureau  op  Navigation, 
Navy  Department,  July  7,  1898. 
Received  and  forwarded  to  the  colonel  commandant.  Marine  Corps. 

A.  S.  Crowinshield, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
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U.  S.  S.  Marblkhbad,  Third  Rate, 

Guantanamo,  Cuba,  June  16,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  14th  instant,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Colonel  Laborde,  the  Cubans  under  the  command  of  himself  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Thomas,  supported  by  two  companies  of  marines  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Spioer  and  Lieutenant  Elliot,  routed  the  force  of  about  300  Spaniards  stationed  in 
the  pass  between  the  marine  camp  and  the  south  coast. 

One  portion  of  the  command  advanced  by  the  cliff's  so  far  as  the  well  and  block- 
house, which  I  referred  to  in  my  No.  88,  supported  by  the  Dolphin. 

The  other  portion  diverged  from  the  coast  line  and  advanced  up  the  valley  to  the 
southeast,  the  two  forces  eventually  uniting  ou  the  sides  of  the  mountain  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  blockhouse  and  well. 

In  this  vicinity  the  Spaniards,  numbering  about  300,  were  encountered  and  driven 
from  their  position,  sustaining  a  loss  of  between  40  and  60  killed  and  1  officer  and 
17  soldiers  captured. 

As  the  day  was  well  advanced,  it  was  not  possible  for  our  force  to  make  a  search 
for  the  Spanish  wounded,  and  I  fear  that  many  were  left  on  the  field  uncared  for. 

We  suifered  a  loss  of  2  Cuban  soldiers  killed;  6  wounded,  4  of  whom  were  Cubans. 
In  addition,  23  marines  were  prostrated  by  the  heat  and,  with  the  wounded,  were 
transferred  to  the  Dolphin,  from  which  ship  the  force  was  also  supplied  with  ammu- 
nition during  the  engagement. 

The  well  and  blockhouse  referred  to,  on  the  south  coast,  were  destroyed  and  a  set 
of  heliograph  instruments  taken. 

The  object  of  the  movement  was  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  pressure  on  the 
marine  camp  by  an  offensive  movement  and  it  was,  I  believe,  entirely  successful. 

I  need  hardly  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  marines  would  have  suffered  much 
less  had  their  campaign  hats  not  been  on  the  Eesolute. 

I  desire  to  call  particular  attention  to  the  devotion  of  the  Cubans  to  the  cause  of 
freeing  their  island,  shown  in  so  many  ways,  by  stating  that  the  last  words  of  the 
Cuban  who  was  shot  through  the  heart  and  buried  on  the  field  were,  "Viva  Cuba 
Libr^." 

Inclosed,  marked  "A,"  is  a  list  of  the  Spanish  soldiers  captured. 

The  second  lieutenant,  also  captured,  is  Francisco  Batista,  of  Guantanamo  City. 

The  marines  who  were  prostrated  by  the  heat  were  nearly  all  able  to  return  to  their 
camp  early  in  the  evening. 

Very  respectfully,  B.  H.  McCaxla, 

Commander,  United  States  Navy,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


Headquarters  First  Marine  Battalion, 

Camp  Hetwood,  Seavbys  Island, 
Navy- Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  September  19, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  letter  to  myself  from  Capt.  G.  F.  Elliott,  XJ.  S.  M.  C,  relat- 
ing to  errors  in  the  report  of  Commander  B.  H.  McCalla,  United  States  Navy,  about 
the  fight  at  Cuzoo,  Cuba,  June  14, 1898,  which  letter  I  ask  to  be  filed  with  the  report 
referred  to. 

Upon  the  morning  of  June  14,  1898,  Captain  Elliott  asked  me  who  commanded  the 
projected  expedition  to  Cuzco.  I  told  him  that  he  was  not  under  the  command  of 
the  Cuban  colonel,  Laborde,  but  that  he  would  consult  with  him,  and  if  Laborde 
saw  fit  to  issue  orders  he  would  obey  them  only  if  the  movement  approved  itself  to 
his  judgment.  I  have  cause  to  believe  that  Laborde's  authority  was  not  recognized 
by  the  officer  in  command  of  the  Cubans. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  W.  Huntington, 

Colonel  Commanding  First  Marine  Battalion. 
The  Colonel  Commandant, 

United  States  Marine  Corps. 


Headquarters  First  Battalion  op  Marines, 

Camp  Hbywood,  Seaveys  Island, 

Kitlery,  Me.,  September  16,  1898. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  errors  in  the  official  report  of  Capt. 
B.  H.  McCalla,  United  States  Navy,  in  regard  to  the  military  status  taken  by  the 
battalion  of  marines  under  my  command  at  the  Cuzco  fight,  near  Guantanamo  Bay, 
June  14, 1898. 
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As  this  report  Tvill  be  filed  for  general  publication  with  other  archives  of  Govern- 
ment relating  to  the  Spanish  war,  it  should  be  correct. 

Captain  McCalla  states  in  his  report  as  follows : 

"Cubans  under  the  command  of  himself  (Colonel  Laborde)  and  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tomaa,  supported  by  two  companies  of  marines  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain ISpicer  and  Lieutenant  Elliott,  routed  a  force  of  300  Spaniards." 

The  facts  are  these :  Two  companies  of  marines  formed  a  battalion  under  my  com- 
mand, and  the  companies  were  commanded,  as  stated  in  my  report,  by  Captain  Spic'er 
and  First  Lieut.  L.  C.  Lucas. 

My  command  was  not  a  supporting  body  for  the  Cubans,  and  before  leaving  camp, 
after  conversation  with  you  on  the  subject,  I  left  with  the  anderstaudinj;  that  I  was 
to  act  with  the  Cubans  so  far  as  in  my  judgment  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  expe- 
dition, but  that  I  was  not  under  the  command  of  either  of  the  insurgent  commanders. 

This  word  "support,"  as  used,  is  a  military  misnomer,  for  the  marines  numbered 
225  and  the  Cubans  50  in  the  flght,  and  although  the  latter  were  brave  enough,  their 
quality  as  efficient  fighting  men  was  on  a  par  with  that  of  the  enemy. 

My  report  states  that  there  were  500  of  the  enemy  engaged,  and  it  is  now  known 
that  the  force  was  a  little  larger,  and  not  300,  as  stated  by  Captain  McCalla. 

I  believe  Captain  McCalla's  report  was  made  from  the  statements  received  from 
Colonel  Laborde,  and  if  he  had  believed  mine,  made  to  yon  and  forwarded  to  him 
for  his  information,  incorrect,  he  had  many  opportunities  to  call  my  attention  to  the 
facts  at  the  time,  but  he  left  me  for  months  believing  it  accepted  unquestioned  while 
controverting  it  in  his  own. 

Very  respectfully,  G.  F.  Elliott, 

Captain,  United  States  Marine  Corps. 

Col.  R.  W.  Huntington, 

United  States  Marine  Corps,  Commanding  First  Battalion  of  Marines. 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTION  OF  THE  MARINE  BATTALION  AT  CAMP  HEYVfOOD, 
SEAVEYS  ISLAND,  PORTSMOUTH,  N.  H.,  SEPTEMBER  14,  1898. 

Camp  Heywood,  Seavey's  Island, 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  September  18,  1898. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  September  12  instant,  to  proceed  to  the  navy- 
yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  First  Battalion  of  Marines 
at  Camp  Heywood,  Seaveys  Island,  I  have  to  report  as  follows : 

I  arrived  at  Camp  Heywood  on  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  instant,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  proceeded  with  the  inspection,  the  battalion  being  formed  in  column 
of  companies,  in  heavy  marching  order,  across  the  road  leading  into  the  camp  from 
the  navy-yard,  the  most  available  place  for  the  purpose.  No  review  nor  drill  was 
practicable  on  account  of  the  conformation  of  the  ground. 

inspection  of  command 

Organization:  First  Marine  Battalion,  six  companies,  commanded  by  Col.  Robert 
W.  Huntington,  U.  S.  M.  C. ;  adjutant,  First  Lieut.  H.  L.  Draper,  U.  S.  M.  C. ;  sergeant- 
major,  William  Carter,  first  sergeant,  U.  S.M.  C.  (acting). 

The  military  bearing  and  general  appearance  oiF  the  command  are  most  excellent, 
and  when  formed  for  inspection  the  battalion  presented  a  most  military  and  effective 
appearance,  a  body  of  which  the  commander  and  all  its  officers,  as  well  as  the  Marine 
Corps,  may  justly  feel  proud. 

I  am  informed  by  the  commanding  officer  (Col.  R.  W.  Huntington)  that  on  arriving 
at  this  camp  from  Guantanamo,  Cuba,  both  officers  and  enlisted  men  were  very  much 
debilitated  and  exhibited  evidences  of  great  lassitude  and  physical  weakness ;  but 
the  climatic  conditions  prevailing  here,  together  with  the  wholesome  food,  good 
water,  and  excellent  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  camp,  have  restored  the  members 
of  the  command  to  almost  their  normal  condition,  and  they  are  ready  and  willing 
for  any  service  they  may  be  called  upon  to  perform,  although  there  are  still  mani- 
fest slight  traces  in  the  condition  of  some  of  the  men  of  the  debility  contracted  in 
Cuba.  It  is  desirable  that  both  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  battalion  should  be 
returned  to  their  respective  stations  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  this  is  especially  so 
with  a  view  to  the  settlement  of  their  accounts. 


The  condition  of  the  arms  is  excellent. 

The  ballistic  qualities  of  the  6-millimeter  rifle  are  superior  for  field  service.     Some 
minor  defects  are  to  be  noted.    The  extractor-springs  have  frequently  broken ;  the 
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follower  and  trigger  have  Bometimes  broken.  The  gun,  when  loaded,  "empty  cham- 
ber/' opens  easily  upon  being  struck  by  a  branch  when  passing  through  woods,  and 
when  closed,  loaded,  an  accident  is  liable  to  occur.  The  "stop"  for  taking  out 
breechblock  is  liable  to  be  misplaced,  and  results  in  the  falling  out  of  the  extractor 
and  spring  when  the  bolt  is  drawn  back.  The  rifle  is  not  sighted  for  the  cartridge 
issued.  The  bayonet  comes  easily  from  the  scabbard,  and  quite  a  number  of  them 
have  been  lost  passing  through  woods. 

ACCOUTBRMBNTS. 

The  belts,  bayonets,  and  scabbards  are  of  satisfactory  shape  and  material.  It  is 
found  that  the  small  eyelet  holding  belt  suspenders  together  in  the  back  has  pulled 
out  in  a  majority  of  cases,  and  it  is  recommended  that  a  sliding  metal  buckle  lie 
substituted.  This  should  be  movable,  for  the  reason  that  men,  in  carrying  180 
rounds  of  ammunition,  prefer  the  belt  much  higher  on  the  body  than  when  empty. 
It  is  suggested  that  belt  suspenders  be  made  in  future  to  conform  in  color  to  equip- 
ment, as  the  contrast  of  broad,  black  belt  and  suspenders  worn  over  any  campaign 
suit  is  very  marked,  even  at  long  distances. 

EQUIPMENTS. 

A  considerable  number  of  the  equipments  have  been  necessarily  soiled  and  dam- 
aged by  the  service  to  which  they  have  been  subjected  in  the  field;  yet  most  of  these 
articles  will  answer  for  a  like  service  again  if  required.  The  commanding  officer 
reports  the  knapsacks,  haversacks,  and  canteens  to  have  given  entire  satisfaction. 

All  equipments  are  marked  with  the  company  letter  and  the  man's  individual  com- 
pany number.  The  color  of  equipments  and  straps  is  found  to  be  excellent,  as  little 
contrast  is  shown  between  them  and  campaign  suits,  and  not  visible  contrast  at  a 
distance. 

CLOTHING. 

The  new  issue  shoe  has  given  complete  satisfaction. 

The  knitted  underwear,  considering  everything  in  the  way  of  rough  usage  that  it 
has  had — hot  weather,  and  necessity  for  some  flannel  at  night  over  abdomen — has 
been  thoroughly  satisfactory. 

The  campaign  suits  answered  perfectly  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  intended. 

The  quartermaster  of  the  battalion  (Capt.  C.  L.  MoCawley,  A.  Q.  M.,  U.  S.  M.  C.) 
states  that  the  quality  and  sufficiency  of  the  clothing,  equipage,  and  stores  of  all 
kinds  furnished  the  battalion  by  the  quartermaster's  department  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  the  assistant  quartermaster's  department  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  have  been 
of  the  utmost  satisfactory  character;  that  everything  needed  to  make  the  command 
comfortable  and  efficient  had  been  promptly  provided,  and  through  this  means  it 
has  been  practicable  for  the  battalion  at  any  time  to  go  into  temporary  or  perman- 
ent camp,  as  desired;  that  the  efficient  support  he  has  received  at  all  times  from  the 
colonel  commandant,  the  officers  of  the  quartermaster's  department  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  have  enabled  him  to  conduct  his  department  in  a  man- 
ner satisfactory  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  battalion. 

The  medical  officer  (Dr.  John  M.  Edgar)  informs  me  that  the  supplies  and  equip- 
ment of  his  department  have  been  ample  and  most  satisfactory. 

The  following  memorandum,  furnished  by  the  medical  officer,  shows  the  average 
nvimber  of  sick  at  various  periods: 

On  board  the  U.  S.  transport  Pantlwr,  Key  West,  Fla.,  from  April  30  to  May  24, 
1898,  inclusive,  25  days;  total  sick  days,  421;  daily  average,  16  plus. 

Camp  Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla.,  from  May  25  to  June  6,  inclusive,  13  days;  total 
sick  days,  356 ;  daily  average,  27  plus. 

Camp  McCalla,  Guantanamo,  Cuba,  from  June  10  to  August  5,  inclusive,  57  days; 
total  sick  days,  558 ;  daily  average,  9  plus. 

Camp  Heywood,  Seaveys  Island,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  from  August  26  to  September 
17,  inclusive,  22  days;  total  sick  days,  128;  daily  average  5  plus. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  during  the  entire  service  of  this  battalion  of  25  commis- 
sioned officers  and  623  enlisted  men,  from  April  22,  when  they  embarked  on  board 
their  transport  at  New  York  to  the  present  time,  there  has  not  been  a  single  case  of 
yellow  fever  nor  death  from  disease  of  any  kind  and  but  few  cases  of  serious  illness ; 
a  remarkable  fact,  when  it  is  considered  that  these  men  were  the  first  United  States 
troops  to  land  in  Cuba,  and  during  their  entire  service  there  were  subject  to  the  same 
climatic  influences  as  other  troops,  among  whom  fever,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  etc., 
caused  so  many  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  Gboege  C.  Eeid, 

Major,  United  States  Marvae  Corps,  Adjutant  and  Inspector. 

The  Colonel  Commandant  United  States  Marine  .Corps, 

Meadquarters,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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RETURN  OF  TROOPS. 
[Organization  commanded  by  CoL  B.  W.  Hnntlogton.] 
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List  of  commissioned  officers. — Col.  R.  W.  Huntington:  Surg.  J.  W.  Edgar;  Capt.  and 
A.  Q.M.  C.L.  McCawley;  First  Lieut.  H.  L.  Draper;  Capts.  F.  H.  Harrington,  M.  C. 
Goodrell,  G.  F.  Elliott,  W.F.  Spioer;  First  Lieuts.  J.  E.Mahoney,  C.  L.  A.  Ingate,  L.  C. 
Lucas,  C.  6.  Long,  W.  C.  Neville,  A.  S.  McLemore,  W.  N.  McKelvy ;  Second  Lieuts.  L. 
J.  McGill,  M.  J.  Shaw,  P.  M.  Bannon,  N.  H.  Hall,  S.  D.  Butler,  G.  C.  Reid,  R.  M.  Apple- 
ton,  and  E.  A.  Jonas. 

INSPECTION. 

Inspecting  officer :  Maj.  George  C.  Reid,  adjutant  and  inspector,  IT.  S.  M.  C.  Organ- 
ization, First  Marine  Battalion,  commanded  by  Col.  R.  W.  Huntington,  U.  S.  M.  C. ; 
adjutant.  First  Lieut.  H.  L.  Draper,  U.  S.  M.  C;  quartermaster,  Capt.  Charles  L. 
McCawley,  A.  Q.  M.,  U.  S.  M.  C. ;  sergeant-major.  First  Sergt.  William  Carter,  acting; 
uniform,  undress,  heavy  marching  order.  First  company,  B,  commanded  by  First 
Lieut.  C.  L.  A.  Ingate,  Krst  Sergt.  William  Kehoe;  number  of  sergeants  4,  corporals 
3,  field  music  1,  privates  57 ;  general  appearance,  excellent;  proficiency  of  officers  at 
inspection,  excellent ;  proficiency  of  enlisted  men  at  inspection,  excellent ;  clothing, 
condition  and  fit,  good.  Second  company,  E,  commanded  by  First  Lieut.  J.  E. 
Mahoney,  First  Sergt.  John  H.  Quick ;  number  of  sergeants  4,  corporals  4,  field  music 
2,  privates  61;  general  appearance,  excellent;  proficiency  of  officers  at  inspection, 
excellent ;  proficiency  of  enlisted  men  at  inspection,  excellent ;  clothing,  condition 
and  fit,  good.  Third  company,  D,  commanded  by  Capt.  W.  P.  Spicer,  First  Sergt. 
George  H.  Cox;  number  of  sergeants  4,  corporals  4,  music  2,  privates  53;  general 
appearance,  excellent;  proficiency  of  olficers  at  inspection,  excellent;  proficiency  of 
enlisted  men  at  inspection,  excellent;  clothing,  condition  and  fit,  good.  Fourth 
company,  Colt  gun  detachment,  commanded  by  Second  Lieut.  R.  M.  Appleton,  First 
Sergt.  Samuel  G.  Mawson;  number  of  sergeants  3,  corporals  1,  field  music  2,  privates 
22;  general  appearance,  excellent;  proficiency  of  officers  at  inspection,  excellent; 
proficiency  of  enlisted  men  at  inspection,  excellent ;  clothing,  condition  and  fit,  good. 
Fifth  company,  C,  commanded  by  Capt.  G.  F.  Elliott,  First  Sergt.  Joseph  M.  Foley; 
number  of  sergeants  2,  corporals  3,  field  music  1,  privates  55 ;  general  appearance, 
excellent;  proficiency  of  officers  at  inspection,  excellent;  proficiency  of  enlisted  men 
at  inspection,  excellent ;  clothing,  condition  and  fit,  good.  Sixth  company,  artillery, 
commanded  by  Capt.  F.  H.  Harrington ;  first  sergeant,  Sergt.  B .  F.  Fogg,  acting ;  num- 
ber of  sergeants  2,  corporals  2,  field  music  2,  privates  58;  general  appearance,  excel- 
lent; proficiency  of  officers  at  Inspection,  excellent;  proficiency  of  enlisted  men  at 
inspection,  excellent;  clothing,  condition  and  fit,  good. 

The  men  are  well  set  up  and  the  military  bearing  and  general  appearance  of  the 
command,  as  a-whole,  excellent ;  general  proficiency  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  on 
review,  excellent. 

Inspection  of  command. — Organization,  First  Marine  Battalion,  commanded  by  Col. 
R.  W.  Huntington,  U.  S.  M.  C. ;  adjutant.  First  Lieut.  H.  L.  Draper,  U.  S.  M.  C. ;  quar- 
termaster, Capt.  Charles  L.  McCawley,  A.  Q.  M.,  U.  S.  M.  C. ;  sergeant-major.  First 
Sergt.  William  Carter,  acting ;  uniform  and  order  of  equipment,  undress,  heavy  march- 
ing order.  Officerspresent — 18;  field  1,  staff  2,  company  15.  Officers  absent  on  duty 
and  on  leave,  6 — staff  1,  company  5.  Enlisted  men  present :  Noncommissioned  officers 
49;  field  music,  10;  privates,  302.  Enlisted  men  absent,  sick,  on  duty,  and  on  leave : 
Noncommissioned  officers,  6;  field  music,  2;  privates,  94. 

Color  guard. — Appearance  and  military  bearing,  excellent;  condition  and  fit  of 
clothing,  good;  condition  of  arms,  excellent;  condition  of  accouterments,  good;  con- 
dition of  equipments,  serviceable,  though  showing  the  wear  of  service  they  have 
been  subject  to  in  Cuba;  knapsacks  were  properly  packed ;  some  men  did  not  have 
two  pairs  shoes ;  each  man  had  two  suits  of  underclothing. 
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Mrst  company. — Condition  and  fit  of  clothing,  good;  condition  of  arms,  excellent; 
condition  of  aocouterments,  good;  condition o±  equipments,  serviceatile,  but  stained 
and  worn  in  service;  knapsacks  were  properly  packed;  each  man  had  a  full  kit; 
some  men  did  not  have  two  pairs  shoes ;  each  man  had  two  suits  underclothing ;  all 
wearing  Government  shoes;  clothing  properly  marked,  except  that  issued  since  the 
battalion  left  the  United  States.  Some  of  the  men  have  not  a  complete  cleaning 
kit,  ha  vinr;  lost  some  of  their  articles  dnring  the  campaign. 

Second  company. — Condition  and  fit  of  clothing,  good;  condition  of  arms,  excel- 
lent; condition  of  aocouterments,  good;  condition  of  equipments,  serviceable,  but 
stained  and  worn  in  service;  knapsacks  were  properly  packed;  each  man  had  a  full 
kit;  some  men  did  not  have  two  pairs  shoes;  each  man  had  two  suits  underclothing; 
all  wearing  Government  shoes ;  clothing,  same  as  first  company ;  cleaning  kit,  same 
as  first  company. 

Third  company. — Condition  and  fit  of  clothing,  good;  condition  of  arms,  excellent; 
condition  of  aocouterments,  good ;  condition  of  equipment,  serviceable,  but  stained 
and  worn  in  service;  knapsacks  were  properly  packed;  each  man  had  a  full  kit; 
some  men  did  not  have  two  pairs  shoes;  each  man  had  two  suits  underclothing;  all 
wearing  Government  shoes;  clothing,  same  as  first  company;  cleaning  kit,  same  as 
first  company. 

Fourth  company.  — Condition  and  fit  of  clothing,  good ;  condition  of  arms,  excel- 
lent; condition  of  aocouterments,  good;  condition  of  equipments,  serviceable,  but 
stained  and  worn  in  service ;  knapsacks  were  properly  packed ;  each  man  had  a  full 
kit ;  some  men  did  not  have  two  pairs  shoes ;  each  man  had  two  suits  underclothing ; 
all  wearing  Government  shoes ;  clothing  same  as  first  company;  cleaning  kit,  same 
as  first  company. 

Fifth  company. — Condition  and  fit  of  clothing,  good;  condition  of  arms,  excellent; 
condition  of  aocouterments,  good;  condition  of  equipments,  serviceable,  but  stained 
and  worn  in  service ;  knapsacks  were  properly  packed ;  each  man  had  a  full  kit ; 
some  men  did  not  have  two  pairs  shoes;  each  man  had  two  suits  underclothing;  all 
wearing  Government  shoes;  clothing,  same  as  first  company;  cleaning  kit,  same  as 
first  company. 

Sixth  company. — Condition  and  fit  of  clothing,  good;  condition  of  arms,  excellent; 
condition  of  aocouterments,  good;  condition  of  equipments,  serviceable,  but  stained 
and  worn  in  service;  knapsacks  were  properly  packed ;  each  man  had  a  full  kit; 
some  men  did  not  have  two  pairs  shoes ;  each  man  had  two  suits  underclothing ;  all 
wearing  Government  shoes;  clothing,  same  as  first  company;  cleaning  kit,  same  as 
first  company. 

Bemarlca. — Both  ofiicers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  battalion  are  in  excellent  health, 
and  their  period  of  encampment  on  Seaveys  Island  has  been  of  exceeding  benefit  to 
them  in  this  respect.  On  arriving  here  both  officers  and  men  were  considerably 
debilitated  by  their  service  in  Cuba,  though  98  per  cent  were  fit  for  duty.  There 
was  no  opportunity  for  drilling,  on  account  of  the  conformatiou  of  the  ground  and 
lack  of  space. 

INSPECTION   OF   CAMP   HBYWOOD. 

Location, — Eastern  part  of  Seaveys  Island,  on  elevated  ground. 

Plan. — Battalion  CLoamped  in  column  of  platoons,  streetB  running  north  and  south ; 
headquarters  west  of  column.  Company  officers  encamped  at  south  end  of  their  own 
company  streets.  Each  company  has  its  own  kitchen  hydrant  and  sink;  line  of 
hydrants  perpendicular  to  company  streets,  about  30  feet  from  flank  of  company; 
then  line  of  kitchens  10  feet  in  rear  of  hydrants ;  then  line  of  company  sinks  30  feet 
from  line  of  kitchens.  Latter  could  not  be  placed  farther  to  the  rear  of  kitchens, 
owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  ground.  Companies  are  encamped  in  the  order  in 
which  they  form  in  battalion ;  hospital  tents  southwest  of  last  company,  by  them- 
selves, with  small  regulation  tent  for  surgeon  near.  Commissary  tent,  where  stores 
are  served  out,  at  southeast  corner  of  camp,  convenient  to  kitchen ;  quartermaster's 
store  tents  on  west  side  of  camp  near  road,  to  be  convenient  for  drays;  guard  tents 
northwest  corner  of  camp,  on  main  road  to  navy-yard.  Tent  erected  at  east  end  of 
camp  by  Army  and  Navy  Christian  Commission,  in  which  tables  and  chairs  are 
placed  for  convenience  of  men  in  reading  and  writing. 

Tents. — Number  occupied,  army,  wall,  146;  hospital,  6.  Both  classes  have  been 
found  to  be  of  excellent  quality  and  of  convenient  size.  The  ordinary  wall  tents 
can  hold  6  men,  but  it  has  been  found  to  add  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  men  to 
place  no  move  than  5  in  a  tent,  and  this  number  has  never  been  exceeded.  Hospital 
tents  hold  10  men  in  cots  very  comfortably.  Of  the  6  hospital  tents  3  are  used  for 
the  sick,  1  for  officers'  mess,  1  for  quartermaster's  stores,  and  1  for  the  members  of 
the  guard.  Of  146  regulation  wall  tents  19  are  in  use  by  officers,  4  by  officer  of  the 
guard  and  prisoners,  2  by  quartermaster's  stores,  2  for  officers'  servants.  Tents  have 
all  been  supplied  with  floors,  and  owing  to  the  very  uneven  ground  of  the  encamp- 
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ment  most  of  the  floors  have  been  leveled  by  using  heavy  pegs  for  the  beams  of 
floors  to  rest  upon.  All  enlisted  men's  tents  are  supplied  with  straw  mattresses  by 
the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  these  add  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  men, 
both  as  to  warmth  and  softness.  Tent  pegs  should  always  be  supplied  far  in  excess 
of  the  number  actually  required  for  pitching  tents,  as  many  break  from  bad  wood 
or  striking  stones  after  they  enter  the  ground.  The  tents  of  both  classes,  wall  and 
hospital,  are  of  excellent  quality,  workmanship,  and  sizes.  1  have  found  many  iron 
pegs  missing  in  cut  polos.  These  should  be  secured  in  the  heads  of  poles  so  that 
they  can  not  be  easily  dropped,  particularly  when  loaded  or  unloaded  from  ships  or 
cars. 

Hydrants — icater. — Each  companyhas  its  own  hydrant  at  the  north  end  of  its  street. 
These  hydrants  are  supplied  by  a  pipe  leading  from  the  reservoir  of  the  island.  This 
water  is  only  used  lor  cooking  aud  washing  purposes.  Drinking  water  of  a  very 
superior  quality,  arid  in  abundance,  is  furnished  by  a  well  in  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  camp.  Each  hydrant  has  a  strainer  and  filter  screwed  onto  the  nozzle,  which 
eliminates  the  impurities,  very  largely,  from  the  reservoir  water.  This  water  is  soft, 
and  has  enabled  the  men  to  wash  clothes  with  great  facility — the  first  fresh  water 
they  have  had  for  this  purpose  since  leaving  New  York  on  April  22  last.  A  bath 
house  is  erected  a  short  distance  southeast  of  the  camp,  where  half  barrels  are  placed 
in  stalls  so  that  the  men  can  have  a  fresh,  soft-water  bath,  which  they  find  a  great 
luxury. 

Ice. — Ice  is  furnished  in  abundance  by  the  navy-yard  authorities,  and  a  small  ice 
house  is  built  east  of  the  camp,  where  milk,  vegetables,  meats,  etc.,  are  preserved. 

Kitchens. — These  are  built  of  pine  1-inoh  lumber,  9  by  8  feet,  closed  on  the  north 
and  east  sides.  The  men  prefer  to  cook  in  the  open  air,  but  when  rains  occur  these 
kitchens  are  found  invaluable;  and  even  in  fair  weather  the  company  cooks  keep 
their  mess  chests  and  provisions  in  these  kitchens  to  preserve  them  from  the  very 
heavy  dews. 

Sinks. — These  are  made  of  pine  lumber,  one  for  each  company  and  one  for  the 
officers.  The  night  soil  is  carried  off  three  times  each  week  in  wagons,  and  each 
day  fresh  lime  is  sprinkled  in  them. 

Sanitary  arranyements. — It  is  strictly  required  that  all  garbage,  such  as  potato  and 
onion  parings,  all  remains  of  food— either  that  left  by  the  men  from  meals  or  that 
left  over  from  cooking — also  coffee  and  tea  grounds,  etc.,  are  burned  in  the  kitchen 
fires.  Careful  inspections  are  frequently  made  to  see  this  order  carried  out.  When 
slop  and  dishwater  can  not  be  emptied  into  the  river,  the  same  is  buried.  At  this 
camp,  after  ihe  sink  boxes  containing  excreta  are  removed,  three  times  each  week, 
the  ground  is  scraped  up  and  a  layer  of  lime  is  sprinkled  over  the  surface. 

Clothes  are  washed  on  boards  erected  for  that  purpose  about  100  yards  northeast 
of  the  camp,  and  on  ground  sloping  away  from  it. 

When  weather  permits,  all  bedsacks  are  taken  out  of  tents  at  morning  fatigue,  7 
a,,  m.,  and  the  tent  walls  are  rolled  up,  which  keeps  the  tents  clean  and  dry. 

Messing  arrangements. — Each  company  has  its  own  mess.  In  this  camp,  near  each 
company  kitchen,  pine-board  tables  are  erected  under  the  thick  young  pine  trees  for 
mess  tables,  but  many  of  the  men  prefer  to  take  their  rations  off  by  themselves,  as 
they  did  in  the  field,  to  eat.  The  mess  cooks  have  given  great  satisfaction.  Com- 
panies are  messed  together,  three  mess  attendants  from  each  company  waiting  on 
the  men  of  their  own  company ;  and  after  the  company  finishes,  all  dishes  are  washed 
and  the  mess  room  cleaned.  In  this  way  the  mess  room  and  utensils  are  kept  clean, 
and  under  one  officer's  constant  supervision.  The  rations  are  always  wholesome, 
well  cooked,  and  evenly  distributed. 

Respectfolly  submitted. 

Geo.  C.  Reid, 
Major,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  Adjutant  and  Inspector. 

The  Colonel  Commandant  Unitjsd  States  Makine  Corps, 

Headquarters,  Washington,  D.  C. 


REPORT  OF  COMMANDING  OFFICER  MARINE  BARRACKS  AND  CAMP  LONG, 
PORTSMOUTH,  N.  H.,  RELATING  TO  SPANISH  PRISONERS. 

Marine  Barracks,  Navy- Yard, 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  August  Z6, 1898. 
SlK :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  7th  of  July, 
1898,  I  assumed  command  of  the  marine  barracks  and  the  Spanish  prisoners  at  this 
station  on  the  8th  of  July,  1H98. 
On  the  11th  of  July,  1898,  I  received  from  the  U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis  692  Spanish  prisot- 
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ers,  10  officers  and  682  men,  and  on  the  16th  of  July  I  received  963  Spanish  prisoners, 
2  officers  and  961  men,  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Harvard.  Many  of  the  prisoners,  -when  they 
landed,  were  in  a  sick  and  enfeebled  condition,  a  number  of  them  falling  down  and 
being  unable  to  move  until  picked  up  and  placed  in  an  ambulance,  in  which  they 
were  carried  either  to  the  camp  or  to  the  naval  hospital. 

I  found  upon  my  arrival  here  that  the  buildings  being  erected  for  the  prisoners 
were  entirely  inadequate  for  the  purpose,  and,  upon  my  representation  to  Admiral 
Carpenter,  the  commandant  of  this  navy-yard,  he  authorized  other  buildings  to  be 
built  from  time  to  time,  and  finally  accommodated  all  the  prisoners  comfortably. 

I  also  recommended  that  water-closets  be  put  over  the  river  and  that  other  build- 
ings be  built,  which  recommendations  were  approved  by  the  commandant  of  this 
navy-yard.  The  marine  camp  was  located  outside  the  stockade,  and  the  marines  to 
the  number  of  130  were  quartered  there.  They  had  a  large  building  to  sleep  in  and 
another  to  mess  in.  The  marine  officers  had  a  building  of  their  own,  situated  on  the 
highest  point  of  Seaveys  Island,  where  I  also  had  my  quarters.  A  flagstaff  was 
erected  in  front  of  these  quarters  and  a  flag  hoisted  at  the  regular  times,  a  sunset 
gun  also  being  placed  there  and  being  fired  at  sunrise  and  sunset,  which  regulated 
the  camp  into  a  regular  military  encampment. 

At  the  northeastern  part  of  the  stockade  I  had  a  guardhouse  built  for  .^0  marines, 
and  14  cells  built  for  refractory  Spanish  prisoners.  On  this  part  of  the  island  I  dis- 
covered a  well  that  had  been  covered  up  with  rook  and  dirt,  which,  upon  cleaning 
out,  I  found  to  contain  most  excellent  water. 

On  the  northeast  part  of  the  island  I  laid  aside  a  plot  of  ground  for  a  graveyard 
for  the  prisoners  who  have  died,  and  have  had  their  graves  marked  so  that  they  can 
be  identified  at  any  time.  I  gave  all  the  dead  military  funerals,  as  I  considered 
that,  being  prisoners  of  war,  they  were  entitled  to  it.  I  have  had  three  volleys  fired 
over  their  graves,  the  Spanish  flag  wrapped  around  their  coffins,  and  a  Catholic  priest 
to  read  the  services. 

I  named  the  camp  "Camp  Long,"  after  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  discipline  of  the  camp  has  been  most  excellent  in  every  respect.  I  was  com- 
pelled to  confine  some  of  the  prisoners  from  time  to  time  for  breaking  the  rules  of 
the  camp,  but  the  offenses  were  at  no  time  of  a  very  serious  nature. 

Capts.  Allen  C.  Kelton  and  Benjamin  E.  Russell  rendered  me  ^reat  assistance  and 
were  always  vigilant  and  attentive  to  their  various  duties.  First  Lieut.  Theodore 
P.  Kane,  especially,  was  of  great  benefit  to  me,  helping  me  with  the  correspondence 
and  getting  the  camp  into  shape.  Second  Lieuts.  Thomas  S.  Borden,  David  D.  Por- 
ter, Charles  S.  Hatch,  and  Don  A.  Baxter  were  all  careful  in  regard  to  their  duties. 
The  three  latter  came  in  for  the  war  and  I  trust  that  they  may  be  retained. 

Medical  Inspector  Remus  C.  Persons  was  always  on  hand  to  look  out  for  the  sick. 
He  distributed  many  articles  of  clothing  to  the  prisoners  with  his  own  hands.  Passed 
Assistant  Surg.  Lewis  Morris,  who  was  detailed  to  accompany  me  every  morning  on 
my  tour  of  inspection,  was  always  on  hand  and  careful  to  detect  any  trouble  in  regard 
to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp.  Pay  Inspector  Joel  P.  Loomis's  reputation  as 
a  good  caterer  followed  him  here,  and  in  clothing  and  feeding  the  prisoners  and 
attending  to  his  duties,  in  connection  with  his  clerk,  Mr.  John  A.  Kelly,  worked 
most  excellently.  Carpenter  Joseph  B.  Fletcher  did  excellent  work  in  superintend- 
ing the  construction  of  the  buildings  and  was  of  great  assistance  to  me. 

The  system  adopted  of  marching  the  prisoners  down  in  three  columns  of  twos  to 
take  their  meals  from  the  three  tables  near  the  pavilion  worked  well,  the  men  com- 
ing up  in  single  file  and  taking  their  food  in  a  bowl  and  plate  and  then  going  inside 
the  pavilion,  where  I  corralled  them  with  sentinels. 

The  day  upon  which  Camp  Long  was  established  was  the  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
third  anniversary  of  the  United  States  Marine  Corps,  it  completing  the  one  hundredth 
year  of  its  existence  as  a  corps  on  that  day. 

Seaveys  Island,  upon  which  the  camp  is  situated,  is  rocky,  hilly,  and  rough,  with 
bold  ledges  of  rock  running  up  to  a  considerable  elevation,  displaying  the  finest  views 
of  the  river  and  harbor.  The  officers'  building  is  situated  over  the  most  dangerous 
point,  called  Pull-and-be-damned  Point.  The  camp  is  at  one  end  of  the  island,  sur- 
rounded at  one  side  by  a  stockade  of  boards  10  feet  high,  outside  of  which,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  20  feet,  is  a  high  barbed-wire  fence.  Sentry  boxes  are  at  each  angle,  and 
there  are  twelve  sentinels  inside  the  camp,  patrolling  along  the  dead  line,  the  pris- 
oners' quarters,  sinks,  and  the  pavilion. 

Every  facility  is  given  the  prisoners  to  wash  their  clothes,  and  on  the  river  side 
down  the  steep  slope  to  the  swiftly  running  tides  they  were  allowed  to  wash  their 
dishes  and  apparel.  The  thirteen  Spanish  otKcers  were  paroled  from  8  a.  m.  until 
sunset  each  day.  They  never  broke  their  parole,  always  coming  back  on  time,  and 
were  of  great  service  to  me  in  managing  the  prisoners, 
'fjie  Spanish  commissioned  officers  have  a  separate  house  of  their  own  and  have 
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servaats  from  the  prisoners  to  ■wait  on  them.  They  have  much  better  fare  than  the 
rest  of  the  prisoners,  and  claret  wine  is  served  to  them.  I  have  given  them  all  the 
respect  and  assistance  due  their  rank,  and  I  feel  that  they  have  appreciated  it.  I 
utilized  them  by  putting  thein  on  duty  as  officer  of  the  day,  assisting  in  the  policing, 
and  looking  out  for  the  buildings,  and  they  have  fully  cooperated  and  assisted  in 
carrying  out  the  routine  of  the  camp  with  my  own  officers. 

I  had  36  warrant  officers,  consisting  of  engineers,  sergeants  of  marines,  etc.,  put 
in  a  separate  building,  with  a  mess  table  of  their  own  and  bunks  to  sleep  on  instead 
of  hammocks.  The  125  petty  officers  from  the  dijferent  ships  I  had  kept  together  in 
a  building  separate  from  the  rest.  All  the  prisoners  I  had  divided  up  into  ships' 
companies  according  to  their  respective  ships,  and  had  the  10  buildings  lettered  A, 
B,  C,  etc. 

The  sick  prisoners  at  the  naval  hospital  were  from  the  Maria  Tereaa,  Vizcaya,  and 
Oquendo.  They  suifered  from  insufficient  nutriment  and  a  pernicious  malarial  fever. 
Some  of  the  crew  of  the  Cristobal  Colon  were  convicts  from  the  Canary  Islands,  but 
they  did  not  give  me  any  trouble.  The  prisoners  all  had  fresh  beef,  coffee,  fish,  but- 
ter, hash,  etc. 

There  were  6  gatling  guns  kept  ready  at  all  times,  2  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
camp,  2  more,  which  commanded  the  entire  camp  and  the  whole  island,  on  the  res- 
ervoir, and  2  others  at  the  2  bridges  leading  from  the  navy-yard  to  Seaveys  Island. 
Cossack  guards  were  kept  at  these  guns  day  and  night,  120  men  at  Camp  Long  and 
100  men  at  the  navy-yard  barracks. 

There  was  a  system  of  signals  arranged  between  the  camp  and  the  navy-yard 
barracks  by  rockets,  and  there  was  a  telephone  connection  between  the  two  places, 
making  security  doubly  sure  in  case  of  an  outbreak  among  the  prisoners. 

Second  Lieuts.  Frank  A.  Kinne  and  Robert  E.  Devlin  were  on  duty  here  a  short 
time  and  rendered  efficient  service. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  weekly  report  showing  the  number  of  Spanish  prisoners 
present,  also  the  number  of  sick  in  the  camp  and  in  the  naval  hospital  up  to  the  date 
of  my  detachment;  also  a  number  of  photographs  that  will  give  you  a  good  idea  of 
the  camp.  I  have  had  a  complete  muster  of  the  prisoners,  so  as  to  verify  the  prison- 
ers before  taruing  them  over  to  my  relief.  I  also  send  you  a  complete  list  of  all  the 
prisoners  from  the  time  of  my  taking  command  until  my  detachment. 

I  had  the  camp  for  the  battalion  of  marines  under  the  command  of  Col.  Robert  W. 
Huntington  laid  out  on  the  northern  part  of  the  island,  near  Camp  Long,  water  pipes 
put  in  from  the  reservior,  sinks  built,  floors  laid  for  all  the  tents,  etc. 

Camp  Long  assumed  historical  importance  in  the  Spanish  war  and  was  visited  by 
thousands  of  people,  who  were  always  received  courteously  and  given  every  atten- 
tion. The  orders  had  to  be  very  strict  in  regard  to  actually  going  inside  the  camp, 
and  the  exceptions  were  very  rare  in  this  respect. 

Admiral  Cervera  visited  the  camp  on  the  15th  of  August  and  received  a  cordial 
reception  from  his  men  and  from  the  people  of  the  city  of  Portsmouth,  as  well  as 
those  in  the  adjacent  country,  who  flocked  to  see  him  during  his  visit.  The  pay- 
master who  accompanied  him  paid  out  about  $35,000  to  the  Spanish  prisoners. 

I  inclose  a  sketch  of  the  prison,  made  by  Lieut.  T.  S.  Borden. 

I  established  a  store  inside  the  camp  that  was  ably  managed  by  Mrs.  Ida  N.  Gulick, 
the  post  trader,  where  the  prisoners  could  obtain  small  stores  at  a  fixed  price  (a  list 
of  prices  is  herewith  inclosed),  which  added  greatly  to  their  comfort  and  benefit. 

On  August  24  more  prisoners  arrived — 8  officers  and  8  enlisted  men.  They  were 
captured  on  the  Argonaut  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  off  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and 
have  since  been  confined  in  Fort  McPherson,  Ga.  They  were  brought  here  under 
the  charge  of  First  Lieut.  A.  P.  Buffington,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  United  States  Army. 

The  complete  list  of  Spanish  prisoners,  which  I  inclose,  is  marked  A;  the  list  of 
prisoners  who  have  died  since  date  of  landing  to  date,  B ;  the  copy  of  weekly  report, 
C ;  the  sketch  of  the  camp  by  Lieutenant  Borden,  D ;  and  the  photographs  taken  by 
Lieutenant  Baxter,  E.  A  list  of  prices  at  the  store  within  the  stockade  is  inclosed, 
marked  F. 

Very  respectfully,  Jambs  Fokney, 

Colonel,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  Commanding. 

The  CoLOiTEi,  Commandant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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Price  list  of  things  in  shop  at  Camp  Long,  August  gO,  1898. 


Cents. 

Blacking  brnshes 25 

Dressing  combs !.  15 

Looking-glasses '."!!!"!]  15 

Toothbrushes 15 

Toothpowder .!.!"!.!....  25 

Tooth  powder,  small 10 

Locks 25 

Matches 5 

Cigars ."I"!!""..'  10 

Cigars 6 

Cigarettes 5 

Cigarettepaper 0 

Cheroots 15 

Tobacco  (paper) 5 

Pipes,  corncob 5 

Shoe  blacking 5 

Shoe  strings 5 

Whisk  brooms 15 

Toiletsoap 10 

Ink :.    5 

Penholders 10 


Cents. 

Pens 5 

Sheet  of  paper  and  envelope 1 

Towels 20 

Pies 5 

Doughnuts 1 

Chocolate  bard 10 

Marshmallows 5 

Bananas - 

Oranges 

Peaches 

Candy 

Suspenders 

XJndershirts 25 

Socks y5 

Condensed  milk 

Eggs .' 

Handkerchiefs 

Ginger  ale 5 

Lemon  soda 5 

Sarsapariila 5 

Chocolate 5 


U.  S.  S.  Oregon  (first  rate), 
Hem  Tork  Navy- Yard,  August  S9,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  August  9,  and 
in  reply  would  respectfully  state  that  this  ship  took  a  most  prominent  part  in  the 
bombardments  of  Santiago  on  June  6,  16,  and  July  1  and  2,  and  in  the  battle  of  the 
3d  of  July,  and  was  also  under  fire  during  the  sinking  of  the  lieiva  Mercedes. 

The  marines  were  stationed  at  the  secondary  battery  and  had  the  two  l-pounders  in 
the  fighting  top,  the  four  6-ponnder8  on  the  bridge,  and  lour  6-pounders  on  the  super- 
structure, which  were  manned  by  6  noncommissioned  oflicers  and  38  privates.  The 
remainder  of  the  guard  were  stationed  as  sharpshooters. 

From  the  time  the  Oregon  left  Callao,  Peru,  until  after  the  destruction  of  the  Span- 
ish fleet  oif  Santiago  de  Cuba  the  marines  kept  a  constant  watch,  as  sharpshooters 
forward  and  aft,  and  a  lookout  for  every  pair  of  6  and  1  pounders  which  they 
manned,  the  remainder  of  the  guns'  crews  sleeping  at  their  guns  with  ammunition 
at  hand. 

We  went  to  general  qjiarters  frequently,  at  times  twice  in  one  night.  The  men 
were  thoroughly  drilled  at  their  guns,  and  within  thirty  seconds  after  general  quar- 
ters sounded  every  gun  manned  by  them  was  ready  to  open  fire. 

This  was  the  result  of  constant  and  careful  drill  and  instruction.  When  the 
marines  went  into  action  they  went  in  coolly,  every  man  doing  his  duty,  even  though 
they  occupied  the  most  exposed  position  on  the  ship,  with  no  armor  of  any  kind  to 
protect  them. 

For  the  way  the  marines  manned  and  fought  their  guns  and  for  their  good  behavior 
under  fire  in  every  battle  that  their  ship  took  part  in  I  would  respectfully  refer  you 
to  Capt.  C.  E.  Clark,  the  commanding  officer,  and  Lieut.  Commander  J.  K.  Cogswell, 
the  executive  officer. 

The  destructive  effect  of  the  fire  of  the  secondary  battery  of  the  fleet  is  shown 
by  the  report  of  the  board  ordered  to  report  on  the  effect  of  the  gun  fire  on  the 
Spanish  fleet. 

The  marine  guard  of  this  ship  also  formed  three-fourths  of  the  force  which  made 
the  first  landing  of  armed  troops  on  the  island  of  Cuba  at  Guantanamo  Bav  on  June 
10,  1898. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  station  bill  of  the  marine  guard  at  general  quarters, 
which  was  faithfully  carried  out. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  Dickins, 

Captain,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  Commanding  Guard. 

The  Colonel  Commandant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

[Pirst  indorsement.] 

ASHEVILLE,  N.  C,  September  15, 1898. 
The  within  report  is  a  modest  statement,  by  a  brave  and  most  deserving  officer, 
concerning  the  highly  meritorious  part  taken  by  himself  and  Lieut.  A  E.  Davis  and 
the  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  marine  guard  of  the  Oregon  during 
the  days  and  nights  of  anxious  waiting  for  the  Spanish  fleet  on  the  Atlantic,  and 
vith  searchlights  at  the  entrg^nce  of  Santiago  harbor,  during  three  engagement^ 
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with  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  in  the  battle  of  the  3d  of  July.  Every  man  in  the 
guard  had  au  exposed  station,  and  the  only  reluctance  ever  shown  by  any  of  them 
promptly  to  obey  was  when  ordered  to  take  shelter  behind  the  turrets,  while  the 
alacrity  with  which  they  ever  sprang  to  their  posts  showed  that  they  were  all 
animated  by  the  spirit  that  has  given  the  Marine  Corps  its  reputation  for  bravery 
and  faithfulness  during  a  full  century, 

C.  E.  Clark, 

Captain,  U.  S.  N. 


STATIONS   OF  MARINE   GUARD  AT  GENERAL  QUARTERS. 

Capt.  R.  Diokins,  U.  S.  M.  C,  in  command;  Lieut.  A.  R.  Davis,  U.  S.  M.  C,  in  charge 
of  battery  on  bridge. 
Gnns  3  and  4,  Sergeant  Ramsey  in  charge : 

1.  Private  Keating. 

2.  Private  Moody. 

3.  Private  Horskind. 
i.  Private  Slaght. 


1.  Private  Cross. 

2.  Private  Turner. 

3.  Private  Smith. 

4.  Private  Kohn. 


Guns  15  and  16,  Sergeant  Hunter  in  charge : 

1.  Private  Mahaney. 

2.  Private  Flores. 

3.  Private  Allen. 

4.  Private  Lowe. 


1.  Private  Chafiford. 

2.  Private  Frink. 

3.  Private  Boydston. 

4.  Private  Folter. 


Guns  17  and  18,  Sergeant  Heiligenstein  in  charge : 

1.  Private  O'Shea. 

2.  Private  Sewell. 

3.  Private  Curtis. 

4.  Private  Leahy. 

Guns  19  and  20,  Corporal  Howlett  in  charge : 

1.  Private  Guilermo. 

2.  Private  Wilson. 

3.  Private  Waters. 


1.  Private  Miller. 

2.  Private  Mullen. 

3.  Private  Upham. 

4.  Private  Moynahan. 


1.  Private  Dugan. 

2.  Private  Leahy. 

3.  Private  Pagan. 

4.  Private  Mueller. 


4.  Private  Peterson. 
One-pounders  in  fighting  top,  Acting  Corporal  Henderson  in  charge : 


Port— 

1.  Private  Pritchard. 

2.  Private  Butts. 

3.  Private  Sullivan. 


Starboard — 

1..  Private  Fuller. 

2.  Private  Moore. 

3.  Private  King. 

Reserves,  First  Sergeant  Bray  in  charge:  Corporals  Delaney,  Work,  Doss,  and 
Boyd ;  privates  Lintz,  Donovan,  Thomas,  and  Ayling. 
Orderlies  for  the  commanding  officer :  Privates  Haight  and  Ellis. 
Music  stationed  on  superstructure. 

R.  DiCKlNS, 

Captain,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  Commanding  Marines. 


V.  S.  S.  Texas  (first  rate), 
Navy-Yard,  New  York,  August  11,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  stations  and  services 
of  the  marine  guard  of  this  vessel  on  July  3,  and  other  engagements  participated  in 
by  the  Texas : 

Stations. — In  the  fore-top,  6  men,  two  1-pounders;  on  forward  superstructure,  6 
men  at  two  Hotohkiss  revolving  cannon ;  on  forward  superstructure,  5  men  at  3-mil- 
limeter rapid-firing  gun;  in  port  and  starboard  waists,  6  men  at  two  1-pounders;  on 
after  superstructure,  6  men  at  two  Hotchkiss  revolving  cannon;  on  after  super- 
structure, 6  men  at  two  Colt  automatic  guns ;  in  main  top,  6  men  at  two  1-pounders ; 
1  man  at  central  station ;  2  orderlies  for  commanding  officer;  2  sentries  in  engine 
room. 

In  all  the  bombardments  the  men  went  to  and  remained  at  their  stations.  The 
Texas  was  in  the  bombardments  of  Santiago  of  June  6,  16,  and  July  2.  On  June  15 
forced  the  mined  entrance  to  Guantauamo  (14-100  pound  gun-cotton  mine  afterwards 
recovered)  and  reduced  the  fortifications.  Without  assistance  silenced  the  Socapa 
battery  on  June  22,  which  had  successfully  withstood  the  combined  dre  of  the  west- 
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ern  squadron  on  the  6th  and  16th.  Played  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  destruction  of 
the  Spanish  fleet  on  July  3,  engaging  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  the  first  to  leave  the 
harbor,  and  was  present  at  the  successive  surrender  of  the  remaining  vessels, 
including  the  Cristobal  Colon,  50  miles  to  the  westward  of  Santiago.  Total  secondary 
battery  fire,  730  shots,  the  marines  firing  330. 

As  all  secondary  battery  guns  were  manned  every  night  with  two  men  of  each 
crew,  one  man  of  each  gun  always  on  lookout,  the  service  was  hard  but  cheerfully 
performed.  The  regular  post  duty  was  in  no  way  neglected.  The  guard  of  this  ves- 
sel, by  direction  of  Capt.  J.  W.  Philip,  U.  S.  N.,  was  landed  at  Guantanamo  on  June 
12  (taking  ashore  two  Colt  automatic  guns),  and  assisted  in  the  defense  of  Camp 
McCalla  on  June  12  and  13,  the  men  behaving  well  under  fire.  The  funeral  escort, 
for  the  burial  of  Dr.  Gibbs  and  two  privates,  remained  at  parade  rest  and  perfectly 
cool  under  the  stray  firing  of  the  Spanisn  sharpshooters. 

The  guard  has  done  all  that  was  required,  and  in  a  cheerful  and  satisfactory 
manner. 

Very  respectfully,  Cyrus  S.  Badford, 

First  Lieutenant,  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Colonel  Commandant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Headquarters,  WasMngton,  D.  C. 

[First  indorsement.] 

XT.  S.  S.  Texas, 
Navy-Yard,  New  Tork,  August  IS,  1898. 

Forwarded  approved. 

The  performance  of  all  duty  of  the  marine  guard  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Radford  met  with  my  approval  and  commendation. 

Besides  their  work  at  the  secondary  battery  in  all  engagements,  I  desire  to  call 
attention  to  special  instances: 

During  the  chase  on  July  3  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  firemen  and  coal  heavers 
were  giving  out,  and  the  engineers  desired  more  men  from  the  deck.  The  main  bat- 
tery having  been  already  drawn  upon  for  this  extra  work,  I  directed  Lieutenant 
Radford  to  detail  15  or  20  men  to  go  in  the  fire  room  to  shovel  coal.  Immediately, 
and  with  a  rush  to  be  first,  all  the  marines  started  for  the  fire  room  to  aid  the 
Texas  to  maintain  her  speed  in  the  chase. 

On  arrival  in  Guantanamo  Bay,  June  12,  Colonel  Huntington  asked  that  the  guard 
of  the  Texas  be  sent  ashore  to  r'einforce  and  assist  his  command.  It  was  landed  at 
once,  and  on  arrival  on  the  hill  I  noticed  it  was  stationed  on  picket  duty  immediately 
and  under  fire  at  once. 

The  valuable  service  rendered  by  Lieutenant  Radford  on  the  12th  and  13th  was 
later  especially  commended  to  me  by  both  Commander  McCalla  and  Colonel  Hunt- 
ington; and  in  this  connection  I  desire  to  call  attention  of  the  colonel  commandant 
not  only  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Radford,  but  to  the  fact  that  he  has 
the  distinction  of  being  the  only  officer  in  the  Marine  Corps  who  has  done  service 
both  ashore  and  afloat  during  this  war,  a  fact  that  should  be  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Navy  Department  for  its  consideration. 

J.  W.  Philip, 
Captain,  United  States  Navy,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Navy- Yard,  New  York,  August  IS,  1S98. 
Forwarded. 

F.  M.  Bdnce, 
Bear-Admiral,  U.  8.  N.,  Commandant,  Navy-Yard  and  Station. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  SS,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  inviting  attention  to  the 
attached  report  and  indorsement,  and  requesting  the  return  of  the  papers  to  this 
office. 

Charles  Heywood, 
Colonel,  Commandant. 
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U.  S.  Flagship  Brooklyn, 
Guanianamo  Bay,  Cuba,  July  6,  1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
marine  guard  of  this  vessel,  ou  the  3cl  instant,  in  the  action  which  resulted  in  the 
destruction  of  the  Spanish  squadron. 

At  the  moment  the  alarm  was  given  that  the  enemy's  ships  were  coming  out  of 
the  harbor,  the  guard  was  at  quarters,  ready  for  inspection.    It  was  immediately 
dismissed  and  the  men  sent  to  their  stations  for  battle. 
The  distribution  was  as  follows : 

Six  pounders :  2  sergeants,  1  corporal,  13  privates 16 

One  pounders :  1  sergeant,  1  corporal,  10  privates 12 

Colt  automatic  guns :  1  sergeant,  1  corporal,  10  privates 12 

Signals :  2  music,  4  privates 6 

Battle  orderlies,  8  privates 8 

Flag  orderly,  1  private 1 

Commanding  officer's  orderly,  1  private 1 

Ammunition  and  fire  party,  10  privates 10 

Commanding  and  supervisory :  1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  1  first  sergeant 3 

Total  (full  strength  of  guard) 69 

The  men  were  full  of  enthusiasm,  but  there  was  no  excitement  or  disorder,  and 
apparently  no  concern  for  personal  safety. 

The  battery  was  handled  with  admirable  coolness  and  deliberation.  Greater  care 
could  not  be  taken  in  setting  sights  and  aiming  if  the  men  had  been  at  target  prac- 
tice and  each  striving  to  make  a  record  score. 

Considering  the  fact  that  the  enemy  was  within  effective  range  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  action  the  fire  of  the  secondary  battery  must  have  been  most  destructive 
to  his  men  and  material,  and  contributed  its  full  share  to  bringing  the  battle  to  an  end 
so  speedily  and  with  so  little  loss  to  ourselves. 

It  is  reported  that  Spanish  officers  have  stated  that  so  deadly  was  the  effect  of  our 
secondary  battery  fire  it  was  impossible  to  keep  their  men  at  the  guns. 

Where  all  did  their  duty  manfully  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  select  individuals  for 
special  mention.  There  are  some,  however,  who  deserve  to  be  brought  to  your  notice 
by  name  for  conduct  that  displayed  in  a  conspicuous  manner  courage,  intelligence, 
and  devotion  to  duty. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  action  a  cartridge  jammed  in  the  bore  of  the  starboard 
forward  6-pounder,  and  in  the  effort  to  withdraw  it  the  case  became  detached  from 
the  projectile  leaving  the  latter  fast  in  the  bore  and  impossible  to  extract  from  the 
rear.  Corpl.  Robert  Gray,  of  the  port  gun,  asked  and  received  permission  to  attempt 
to  drive  the  shell  out  by  means  of  the  rammer.  To  do  this  it  was  necessary  to  go 
out  on  the  gun,  and  the  undertaking  was  full  of  difficulties  and  danger,  the  latter 
due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  blast  of  the  turret  guns  firing  overhead.  The  gun  was 
hot,  and  it  was  necessary  to  cling  to  the  Jacob  ladder  with  one  hand  while  endeavor- 
ing with  the  other  to  manipulate  the  long  rammer.  After  a  brave  effort  he  was  forced 
to  give  up,  and  was  ordered  in.  Quarter  Gunner  W.  H.  Smith  then  came,  sent  by  the 
executive  officer,  and  promptly  placed  himself  in  the  dangerous  position  outside  the 
gun  port,  where  he  worked  and  failed  as  the  corporal  had  done.  Neither  had  been 
able  to  get  the  rammer  into  the  bore,  and  there  seemed  nothing  left  to  do  but  dis- 
mount the  gun.  At  this  juncture  Private  Macneal,  one  of  the  crew,  volunteered  to 
go  out  and  make  a  final  effort.  The  gun  was  so  important,  the  starboard  battery 
being  engaged,  that  as  a  forlorn  hope  he  was  permitted  to  make  the  attempt.  He 
pushed  out  boldly  and  set  to  work.  The  guns  of  the  forward  turret  were  firing,  the 
blast  nearly  knocking  him  overboard,  and  the  enemy's  shot  were  coming  with  fre- 
quency into  his  immediate  neighborhood.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Chief  Yeoman 
Ellis  was  killed  on  the  other  side  of  the  deck.  Macneal  never  paused  in  his  work. 
The  rammer  was  finally  placed  in  the  bore  and  the  shell  ejected.  The  gun  was  imme- 
diately put  in  action  and  Macneal  resumed  his  duties  as  coolly  as  if  what  he  had 
done  were  a  matter  of  every  day  routine.  The  battle  orderlies  well  merit  a  place 
among  those  whose  conduct  is  worthy  of  special  mention.  They  were  on  the  move 
constantly  bearing  battle  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  ship,  and  in  no  instance  did  they 
fail  in  the  prompt  and  intelligent  performance  of  their  responsible  duty.  The  sig- 
nalmen occupied  very  exposed  positions  during  the  action  and  rendered  excellent 
service.  Signal  halyards  and  numbers,  battle  fla«s  and  speed  cones,  were  riddled 
by  small  projectiles  and  fragments  of  bursting  shell,  casualties  that  show  in  what  a 
zone  of  dangerthe  signalmen  performed  their  duties.  Signalmen  Coombs  and  Mcln- 
tyre  and  Battle  Orderlies  Rail  and  Davis  were  so  near  Yeoman  Ellis  when  he  was 
killed  that  they  were  bespattered  with  blood. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  battle  orderlies:  To  the  flag  officer.  Privates 
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Rail  and  Davis;  to  the  commanding  officer,  Privates  Kelly,  Smith,  and  Sanjnle;  to 
the  executive  officer,  Privates  Biennen,  6.  Wismer,  and  P.  O'Donnell. 

The  flag  orderly,  Private  Richmond,  and  commanding  officer's  orderly,  Private 
Woodsun,  were  on  deck  and  rendered  good  service.  The  following  are  the  names  of 
the  signalmen :  Forward,  Privates  Coombs  and  Mclntyre;  aft.  Privates  Shaw  and 
A'Heame. 

The  music  hoys,  Drummer  Weisenberg  and  Fifer  Stewart,  were  stationed  on  the 
main  and  gun  decks,  respectively,  to  sound  trumpet  calls,  and  behaved  manfully. 
None  showed  more  unflinching  courage  than  the  men  in  the  military  tops,  who  stood 
by  their  guns  delivering  their  fire  with  unerring  precision,  undismayed  by  the  pro- 
jectiles flying  about  them  and  striking  in  their  immediate  vicinity.  Private  Stock- 
bridge,  the  only  man  on  the  sick  list,  climbed  into  the  main  top  at  the  signal  for 
battle,  where  he  remained  to  the  end  of  the  action,  doing  good  work  at  his  gun. 

The  noncommissioned  officers,  First  Sergeant  Manning,  Sergeants  Bristow,  Montair, 
Ingalls,  and  McDevitt,  Corporals  Dittmeier,  Doyle,  and  Gray,  showed  excellent 
soldierly  qualities  in  the  management  of  tlie  men  and  battery. 

First  Sergeant  Manning  rendered  valuable  aid  in  supervising  the  widely  separated 
detachments  of  the  guard. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  and  bearing  of  Lieutenant  Borden.  His 
courage  and  excellent  services  proved  him  a  valuable  officer. 

There  were  no  casualties  of  a  serious  nature.  Two  men  were  slightly  injured,  one. 
Private  Flynn,  in  the  back  by  a  splinter;  the  other.  Private  Barfield,  in  the  leg, 
cause  unknown.    In  neither  case  was  it  necessary  for  the  man  to  leave  his  station. 

It  is  a  matter  of  greatest  pride  to  the  guard,  officers  and  men  alike,  to  be  able  to 
claim  a  share  in  the  splendid  work  done  by  the  Brooklyn  on  the  3d  instant. 

A  report  nearly  identical  with  this  has  been  made  to  the  commanding  officer. 
Very  respectfully, 

Paul  St.  C.  Murphy, 
Captain,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  Commanding  Guard. 

The  Colonel  Commandant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Headquarters,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[First  indorsement.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Brookltn, 

Off  Santiago,  July  12,  1898. 
Forwarded,  approved. 

F.  A.  Cook,. 
Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Bkookltn, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  15,  1898. 
Respeotfiilly  forwarded.    The  conduct  of  the  marine  guard  under  Captain  IMur- 
phy's  command  on  the  occasion  of  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  squadron  on  July 
3,  1898,  was  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  accompanying  report. 

"W.  S.  Schley, 
Commodore,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Commander  in  Chief  Flying  Squadron. 

V.  S.  Flagship  New  York, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  16,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief  United  States  Naral  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


U.  S.  Flagship  New  York, 
Navy-Tard,  New  York,  August  g7, 1898. 
Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  directions,  I  have  to  report  on  the  stations  and  services 
of  the  marine  guard  of  this  vessel  on  the  occasion  of  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish 
fleet,  July  3,  1898,  as  follows : 

On  July  3,  1898,  the  men  went  to  their  stations  with  much  enthusiasm  and  were 
delighted  at  the  prospect  of  coming  to  close  quarters  with  the  enemy.  Privates 
■William  Rapp,  William  O'Neil,  and  Charles  W.  Berthold  were  on  the  sick  list,  but 
went  to  then  stations  for  general  quarters  and  performed  their  duties  there. 
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The  men  at  all  times  showed  a  commendable  oooliiess  while  under  fire. 
Following  is  a  list  of  stations  of  officers  and  men  July  3,  1898,  during  the  action 
with  the  enemy : 


Name. 


Hank. 


Meade,  B.  L 

Lane,K.H 

Kinne  

Olinger,  Charles  . 


Buerger 

Shire,  James  H  . 


Erba,  A 

Ludlow.  Thorn  as 

Givens,  "William 

Walters,  G.H 

Shea,  Jobn  J 

Gassidy,  J.  P 

Anders,  C.  C 

Barksdale,  M .  S 

Bartlett,C.H 

Benson,  Jobn  B 

Bernard,  A.  H 

Berthold,  C.  "W 

Bolster,  M 

Bonner,  P.  A 

Bracken,  E 

Brownlee,  "W 

Demerais,  C 

Donohne,  E 

Donohue.T.J 

Donovan,  J.  L 

Doyle,  Alfred 

Doyle,  John 

Foley,  James  J 

aill,'Patrick 

Haisman,  r.W 

Haistin^,  J.  C 

Heath, E-W 

Henderabot.N.V... 

Hesse,  John 

Horton,  J.T 

Hutchinson,  J.  C 

Johnson,  Benjamin . 

Kane,  John 

Kearins,  M 

Kelly,  John 

Kelly,  Thomas 

Kenny,  William 

Knip,  Adolph 

McGovem,  James . . 

Morgan,  Daniel 

Newton,  C.  E 

O'Hara.R 

O'Neil,  William 

Penny,  Edw 

Petitclerc  Edw 

Power,  M 

Prescott,  H.  G- 

Patney,B.C 

J^pp,  w  illiam 

Koss,  Albert 

Saner,  WilUam 

Shea,  John 

Smitb,F.M 

Smith,  James 

Sroolt,M 

Sullivan,  James 

Sprowls.  M 

Vanghan,  E.  H 

Walter,E.E 


Major 

First  lieutenant  . 
First  sergeant  ... 
Sergeant 


-do. 
-do. 


Corporal . . 

do.... 

do..-. 

do.... 

Fifer 

Drummer . 
Private . . . 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.— 

do  .... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do..-. 

do.-.. 

do.... 

do.... 

do  .... 

do.... 

do.... 

do  .--- 

do-... 

do...- 

do.... 

do..- 

do.... 

do...- 

do..-. 

do.... 

do-..- 

do-..- 

do.... 

do.... 

do.-.. 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do...- 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do 

do...- 

do.... 

do.... 

do..- 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do--.. 

do-... 

do.... 


Commanding  marine  guard. 

In  charge  two  6  pounders  No.  14. 

Kifleman,  upper  loretop. 

In  charge  marine  ammunition  (passers  first 

division). 
In  charge  marine  ammunition  (passers  sec- 
ond division). 
In  charge  marine  ammunition  (passers  third 

division). 
No.  1,  starboard  6  pounder  No.  14. 
Rifleman,  upper  loretop. 
Bifieman,  maintop. 
No.  1,  port  0  pounder  No.  14. 
With  executive  officer. 
Forward  spar  deck. 
Rifleman,  lower  foretop. 
No.  3,  starboard  6  pounder  No.  14. 
Rifl.eman,  upper  foretop. 
Ammunition  passer,  first  divi.sion. 
Orderly  to  commander  in  chief. 
No.  4,  port  6  pounder  No.  14. 
Ammunition  passer,  fourth  division. 
Ammunition  passer,  third  division. 
Kifleman,  maintop. 
Aid  to  wounded,  oerth  deck. 
Ammunition  passer,  third  division. 
Ammunition  passer,  second  division. 
No.  4,  starboard  G  pounder  No.  14. 
Ammunition  passer,  fourth  division. 
Rifleman,  lower  foretop. 
Ammunition  passer,  fourth  division. 
Ammunition  passer,  third  division. 
Rifleman,  upper  foretop. 
Ammunition  passer,  fourth  division. 

Do. 
Rifleman,  upper  foretop. 
Ammunition  passer,  first  division. 

Do. 
Ammunition  passer,  second  division. 
No.  3,  port  6  pounder  No.  14. 
No.  2,  starboard  6  pounder  No.  14. 
Rifleman,  maintop. 
Ammunition  passer,  fourth  division. 
Ammunition  passer,  third  division. 
Aid  to  wounded,  berth  deck. 
Ammunition  passer,  third  division. 
No.  2,  port  6  pounder  No.  14. 
Ammunition  passer,  fourth  division. 
Rifleman,  lower  foretop. 
Ammunition  passer,  third  division. 

Do. 
Ammunition  passer,  first  division. 
Ammunition  passer,  second  division. 

Do. 
Orderly  to  commanding  ofBcer. 
Rifleman,  maintop. 
Ammunition  passer,  third  division. 
Ammunition  passer,  first  division. 
Ammunition  passer,  fourth  division. 
Ammunition  passer,  second  division. 
Ammunition  passer,  first  division. 
Ammunition  passer,  third  division. 
Rifleman,  lower  foretop. 
Ammunition  passer,  first  division. 

Do. 

Do. 
Ammunition  passer,  third  division. 
Rifleman,  upper  foretop. 


The  ammunition  passers  were  suhject  to  call  as  riflemen. 

The  stations  during  the  engagement  at  San  Juan  with  the  shore  batteries,  Ma,v  12, 
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1898,  were  the  same  as  given  above,  with  the  exception  of  the  following  men,  who 
had  the  stations  given  opposite  their  names : 


Kame. 

Eank. 

Station. 

Mea<le,E.L 

Goodrell,  M.  C 

Commanding  marine  guard. 
In  charge  ot  top  ammunition. 
Ammunition  passer,  first  division. 

Kinne.F.A 

First  sergeant 

Private                  

Bernard,  A.H 

do 

Private  William  Bapp  was  slightly  wounded  by  a  fragment  of  a  shell  at  San  Juan. 
The  stations  during  the  different  engagements  with  shore  batteries  were  practically 
the  same  as  at  San  Juan. 
The  services  of  the  marines  of  this  vessel  were  on  each  occasion  efficient. 
In  addition  to  their  regular  duties  the  marines  furnished  parts  of  prize  crews, 
patrol  launch  crews,  stood  watch  at  the  guns,  and  were  posted  as  armed  lookouts 
for  torpedo  boats. 

Very  respectfully, 

Eupus  H.  LaNE, 
First  Lieutenant,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  Commanding  Marine  Giiard. 
The  Commanding  Officbr, 

V.S.S.New  Tork. 


U.  S.  Flagship  New  York  (first  rate), 
Navy- Yard,  New  York,  September  S,  1898. 
Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  letter  of  August  29. 
The  officers  and  men  of  the  marine  guard  on  board  this  ship  at  all  times  in  action 
did  their  duty  most  creditably.    I  have  nothing  but  praise  for  their  conduct  and 
bearing  at  any  time  when  engaged  or  when  there  was  a  prospect  of  engagement. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  E.  Chadwick, 
Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  L.  Meade, 

Commanding  Marines,  Navy-Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  M. 


U.  S.  S.  Indiana  (first  rate). 
Off  Tompkineville,  N.  Y.,  September  1,  1898. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  colonel  com- 
mandant. United  States  Marine  Corps,  under  date  of  August  9,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report : 

The  marines  of  this  ship  are  stationed  for  battle  as  follows :  24  manning  port 
6-pounder  rapid-fire  guns  on  superstructure  deck;  20  in  powder  division  passing 
rapid-fire  ammunition;  2  orderlies  to  commanding  officer;  1  signalman;  2  orderlies 
passing  ranges  on  orlop  deck;  1  central  telephone  station;  2  in  top,  assisting  in 
range-finding  and  indicating ;  8  on  search  lights  (at  night) ;  15  in  reserve  as  riflemen 
and  as  supports  and  reserves  for  rapid-fire  guns. 

First  Lieut.  W.  C.  Dawson  is  stationed  on  the  bridge  with  the  commanding  officer,' 
acting  as  signal  officer. 

By  direction  of  the  commanding  officer  I  have  charge  of  all  the  rapid-fire  guns  on 
the  superstructure  and  bridge  decks  with  the  exception  of  2,  making,  in  all,  16  guns. 

The  marines  took  part  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  the  ship  participated :  San 
Juan  de  Puerto  Eico,  May  12;  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  22,  July  2,  July  4,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet  on  July  3.  The  bombardments  of  the  city  of  Santi- 
ago de  Cuba  were  carried  on  by  the  great  guns,  and  the  marines  tooli  no  part  in  the 
firing.  In  all  picket  boats  on  duty  at  the  mouth  of  Santiago  Harbor  there  were 
detachments  of  marines. 

Practically,  since  a  day  or  two  after  the  destruction  of  the  Maine,  this  ship  has 
been  on  a  war  basis,  and  all  precautious  observed  in  time  of  war  have  been  carried 
out.  In  all  of  the  wearing  and  wearying  watch  duty,  all  war  work,  both  in  prepa- 
ration for  and  during  actual  warfare,  the  marines  willingly  and  cheerfully  took 
part,  performing  the  many  duties  required  of  them  so  well  that,  daring  the  time  of 
preparation  and  war,  there  were  only  two  cases  of  dereUctiou  of  duty;  and  at  all 
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times  meeting  with  the  approval  and  gratification  of  the  commanding  officer,  who 
has  stated  to  me  that  he  regarded  our  men  as  the  best  in  the  squadron. 

I  can  not  mention  specific  cases  of  duty  performed  in  a  markedly  superior  manner 
when  all  did  so  well. 

On  July  2,  during  the  attack  on  the  forts  at  Santiago,  the  marines  did  all  the  firing 
at  the  eastern  battery  and  Morro.  This  firing  was  so  accurate  and  controlled  as  to 
draw  strong  expressions  of  admiration  and  approval  from  the  commanding  officer 
and  the  officers  of  other  ships.  For  three  days  prior  to  this  fight  all  the  marines 
except  the  orderlies  and  noncommissioned  officers  were,  with  tlie  crew,  coaling  ship, 
only  completing  the  work  at  midnight  on  the  Ist  of  July,  in  time  to  get  under  way, 
leave  Guantanamo  Bay  and  reach  Santiago  in  the  early  morning,  to  go  into  action 
without  time  to  wash  the  coal  dust  off  their  persons.  They  went  into  the  fight  with 
such  spirit  and  showed  such  qualities  of  discipline  and  precision  as  to  draw  forth 
a  special  order  from  the  commanding  officer  commending  seamen  and  marines  for 
their  fine  work. 

On  this  occasion  the  marines  fired  570  shots  with  splendid  accuracy. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  destruction  of  Cervera's  fleet,  the  rapid-fire  battery  of  this 
ship  fired  1,744  shots  in  about  sixty-five  minutes;  of  this  number,  1,534  were  fired 
by  the  guns  under  my  charge,  a  little  more  than  a  third  of  this  number  being  fired 
by  the  marines. 

While  the  marines  were  stationed  at  the  port  battery,  and  the  starboard  battery 
was  engaged  on  that  occasion,  the  fire  was  so  rapid  and  sustained,  the  shock  of 
explosion  and  the  blinding  smoke  from  the  8  and  6  inch  guns  were  so  great,  that  it 
was  necessary  frequently  to  relieve  the  crews  of  the  starboard  with  the  marines  from 
the  port.  The  only  trouble  experienced  at  the  time  was  the  difficulty  in  keeping  the 
men  actually  engaged  under  cover;  they  would  creep  up  to  the  guns,  waiting  for  the 
chance  to  take  part  in  the  action. 

The  condition  of  the  Oquetido  and  Tereaa  after  the  action,  together  with  the  rapid 
destruction  of  the  torpedo-boat  destroyers,  attest  the  accuracy  of  the  fire  of  the 
rapid-fire  batteries.  The  statement  made  at  Norfolk  by  Captain  Conchas,  of  the 
Teresa,  to  the  effect  that  he  could  not  keep  his  men  at  the  guns  or  send  messages  and 
orders  on  account  of  the  terrific  fire  from  the  rapid-fire  guns  of  the  three  eastern 
ships  of  the  squadron  is  a  further  proof  of  the  accuracy  and  rapidity  of  fire  of  these 
guns. 

Captain  Conchaa  stated  in  conversation  with  civilians  that  his  ship  was  destroyed 
by  the  fire  of  the  three  first  ships  a  few  moments  after  leaving  the  channel  and  turn- 
ing to  the  westward. 

As  I  have  previously  stated,  I  can  not  mention  any  special  instances  of  extraordi- 
nary conduct  on  the  part  of  the  men  during  the  several  engagements  in  which  tbey 
participated;  they  have  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances  performed  their 
duties  faithfully  and  well,  meeting  with  the  approval  of  all. 

In  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Dawson,  I  can  not  speak  of  his  conduct  during  any  of 
the  action  from  personal  observation,  as  he  was  on  the  bridge  with  the  commanding 
officer. 

In  all  the  preliminaries  and  preparations  for  war  Lieutenant  Dawson  has  been 
responsive  and  indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  I  can  not  speak  with 
too  much  praise  of  his  capacity  and  interest. 

I  must  leave  to  my  seniors  to  say  whether  or  not  I  performed  my  duties  satisfac- 
torily and  well. 

Very  respectfully,  Littleton  "W.  T.  Waller, 

Captain,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  Commanding  Marines. 

The  Colonel  Commandant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
[First  indorsement.] 

TOMPKINSVLLE,  N.  Y., 

September  8,  189S. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  conduct  of  the  marines  equaled  in  excellence  that  of  the  other  divisions  of  the 
ship.  All  divisions  of  the  ship,  including  the  marines,  behaved  admirably  in  all  the 
various  engagements  of  the  war. 

In  the  destruction  of  Cervera's  fleet  the  marines  fired  about  500  shots  from  the 
secondary  battery  of  the  ship,  about  1,200  being  fired  by  the  seaman  division.  The 
smaller  number  fired  by  the  marines  was  caused  by  their  having  the  port  battery  of 
6-pounders,  while  the  starboard  battery  was  the  one  engaged.  The  accuracy  of  the 
6-pounders  fired  both  from  the  seamen  and  the  marines  was  exceptionally  good. 

With  reference  to  the  marine  officers  of  the  Indiana,  their  conduct  was  equally 
deserving  high  praise  and  commendation  with  the  officers  of  the  other  divisions  of 
the  ship. 

H.  C.  Taylor, 
Captain,  TJ.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
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[Second  inaoraement.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York  (first  rate), 
Navy-Tard,  New  York,  Septemher  $0,  1898. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded. 

J.  W.  Philip, 
Commodore,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding  Second  Squadron,  North  Atlantic  Fleet. 


SMALL-AKMS  FIRING  INSTRUCTIONS,  UNITED   STATES  MARINE   CORPS. 

Hbadquartbrs  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  29,  1897. 

As  the  subject  of  rifle  firing  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Marine  Corps,  it  is 
desirable  that  no  effort  or  pains  shall  be  spared  by  the  commanding  officers  and  other 
officers  at  the  different  stations  to  advance  the  qualifications  of  their  commands  in 
this  respect;  and  to  this  end  it  is  necessary  that  a  uniform  system  of  instruction 
shall  be  pursued  at  all  stations. 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  requirements  of  Special  Order  No.  48,  Navy 
Department,  July  20,  1896  the  system  of  instruction  prescribed  in  the  Small-Arras 
Firing  Regulations  as  modified  by  these  instructions  relative  to  target  firing  in  the 
United  States  Marine  Corps,  and  General  Order  No.  36,  War  Department,  June  11, 
1897,  will  be  strictly  carried  out. 

Thorough  and  detailed  instruction  in  the  composition  of  the  piece,  in  taking  it 
apart  and  reassembling  it,  and  in  aiming  and  sighting  drills  should  be  imparted  to 
officers  and  men,  followed  by  practice  in  the  gallery  in  individual  and  volley  firing, 
by  careful  training  in  skirmish  runs  on  the  drill  ground,  succeeded  finally  by  range 
practice,  supervised  with  the  same  care.  To  this  end  the  first  five  months  of  the 
target  year  beginning  November  1,  1897,  will  be  devoted  to  theoretical  instructions 
and  preliminary  drills  and  exercises.  In  order  that  these  drills  and  instructions  may 
be  conducted  to  advantage,  they  will  replace,  as  far  as  practicable  duriug  that  period, 
tlie  ordinary  drills  and  exercises,  which,  for  this  purpose,  can  be  materially  relaxed. 

All  officers  will  make  themselves  familiar  with  the  use  of  the  rifle,  and  with  the 
system  of  instruction  adopted,  as  well  as  with  the  regulations  for  carrying  out  the 
practice  in  the  gallery  and  at  the  ranges.  The  commanding  officer  will,  therefore, 
during  the  season  mentioned,  assemble  the  company  officers  at  least  twice  a  week 
for  theoretical  instruction,  which  he  will  conduct  personally.  In  the  absence  of  the 
commanding  officer,  on  duty,  or  leave,  or  on  account  of  sickness,  such  instructions 
will  be  conducted  by  the  officer  next  in  rank  present.  The  noncommissioned  officers 
will  also  be  thoroughly  instructed  during  the  same  period  by  the  company  officers, 
and  to  this  end  commanding  officers  will  organize  their  respective  commands  into 
companies. 

The  practice  season  will  be  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the  1st  of  November.  During 
this  season  the  regular  practice  will  be  held  until  the  prescribed  course  is  completed, 
and  all  officers  and  enlisted  men  will  attend  each  regular  practice,  unless  unavoid- 
ably prevented.  Recruits  who  join  too  late  to  take  part  in  firing  during  practice 
season  will  be  instructed  in  position  and  ainiing  drills  and  gallery  practice  during 
the  first  three  months  of  their  service,  and,  if  practicable,  will  be  taken  on  the  range 
for  record  practice  before  the  close  of  the  target  year. 

It  is  necessary  to  fair  and  intelligent  classification  and  reward  of  merit  that  com- 
petition throughout  tue  corps  should  be  conducted  under,  as  nearly  as  possible,  like 
conditions,  and  it  is  therefore  important  that  gallery  practice  should  be  upon  ranges 
of  the  same  distance,  and  from  like  positions,  standing,  sitting  or  kneeling,  and 
laying  down. 

Practice  in  the  gallery  and  on  the  range  must  be  under  supervision  of  a  commis- 
sioned officer,  and  range  practice,  when  practicable,  will  bo  under  the  supervision 
of  the  inspector  of  rifle  practice,  who  will,  when  present,  be  in  charge  of  the  range. 

No  man  shall  be  permitted  to  fire  on  the  range  until  he  has  had  a  thorough  course 
of  instruction  in  the  preliminary  drills,  and  has  attained  an  average  of  80  per  cent 
in  his  best  two  full  scores  in  gallery  practice. 

A  man  having  attained  the  required  percentnge  in  gallery  i)ractice  to  enable  him 
to  fire  on  the  range  will  be  required  to^re,  during  the  practice  season,  a  total  num- 
ber of  shots  not  exceeding  the  allowance  prescribed  in  General  Order  No.  36,  War 
Department,  June  11, 1897,  for  the  distance  at  which  fired. 

Preliminary  practice  will  be  held  as  prescribed  in  General  Order  No.  36,  War 
Department,  June  11,  1897,  except  that  the  preliminary  firing,  at  all  distances 
required  in  record  firing,  may  be  held  before  begiuniug  the  record  firing. 

Record  firing  will  follow  the  rules  prescribed  in  General  Orders,  No.  36,  chapter  2, 
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except  that  the  men  will  not  necessarily  he  required  to  complete  their  practice  at 
each  range  before  commencing  practice  at  the  next  longer  range.  Firing  for  classi- 
fication will  also  he  limited  to  200,  300,  500,  and  600  yards,  except  as  provided  for  in 
paragragh  12. 

When  practicable,  skirmish  and  volley  firing  will  be  held  and  also  long-distance 
firing  up  to  and  including  1,000  yards.  Such  firinj;  will  he  made  a  part  of  the 
soldier's  record,  hut  will  not  be  necessary  for  classification. 

At  stations  where  facilities  for  target  practice  do  not  admit  of  firing  at  all  dis- 
tances necessary  to  qualify  a  person  for  classification  as  sharpshooter,  anyone  attain- 
ing 80  per  cent  in  his  best  four  full  scores  in  the  gallery  and  84  per  cent  in  his  best 
two  full  scores  on  the  range  at  all  distances  available  of  and  above  200  yards  will, 
the  exigencies  of  the  service  permitting,  be  transferred  to  a  station  that  will  aflx)rcl 
him  the  facilities  for  qualifying  for  classification. 

Any  man  who  desires  may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  commanding  officer,  be  allowed 
more  than  the  prescribed  amonnt  of  target  practice  on  the  range  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  classification,  and  for  such  purpose  may  purchase  the  ammunition  neces- 
sary from  the  otBcer  in  charge  at  cost  price. 

Classificaiion. — The  class  in  firing  to  which  any  officer  or  enlisted  man  belongs  will 
be  determined  from  the  aggregate  of  the  best  two  full  scores  he  has  made  on  the 
range,  but  if  discharged  or  transferred,  or  if  he  has  completed  his  course  before 
leaving  the  post,  he  will  be  classified  according  to  the  aggregate  obtained.  When- 
ever a  man  is  transferred  or  discharged  the  record  of  his  best  two  full  scores  in  the 
gallery  and  his  best  two  full  scores  on  the  range  shall  be  entered  under  "Remarks" 
on  his  descriptive  list,  these  scores  to  be  credited  to  him  in  subsequent  practice  for 
classification. 

Sharpshooter. — One  who  in  record  practice  fires  two  or  more  full  scores  at  each  dis- 
tance of  200,  300,  500,  and  600  yards,  and  from  the  best  two  of  such  scores  makes  an 
average  of  84  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score,  or  where  the  best  two  of  such 
scores,  together  with  his  record  in  skirmish  firing  (if  any;,  makes  an  average  of  74 
per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

Marksman. — One  firing  as  above  stated  at  200,  300, 500,  and  600  yards,  and  from  the 
best  two  of  such  scores  makes  an  average  of  74  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate 
score,  or  where  the  best  two  of  such  scores,  together  with  his  record  in  skirmish  fir- 
ing (if  any),  makes  an  average  of  64  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

First  class. — One  firing  as  above  stated  at  200,  300,  500,  and  600  yards,  and  from  the 
best  two  of  such  scores  makes  an  average  of  64  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate 
score,  or  where  the  best  two  of  such  scores,  together  with  his  record  in  skirmish 
firing  (if  any),  makes  an  average  of  54  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

Second  class. — One  firing  as  above  stated  at  200,  300,  500,  and  600  yards,  and  from 
the  best  two  of  such  scores  makes  an  average  of  54  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggre- 
gate score,  or  where  the  best  two  of  such  scores,  together  with  his  record  in  skirmish 
firing  (if  any),  makes  an  average  of  44  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

Third  class. — All  who  in  record  practice  fail  to  make  the  necessary  per  cent  for  the 
second  class. 

Although  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  ranges  at  most  of  the  stations 
in  the  Marine  Corps  exceeding  600  yards,  this  distance  is  made  the  limit  of  firing  for 
classification  under  present  circumstances,  and  for  like  reasons  it  has  been  iiecessary 
to  omit  skirmish  firing  as  necessary  to  classification,  it  is  important  that  at  any  sta- 
tion where  opportunity  is  afl^orded  for  longer  distance  and  skirmish  firing  the  same 
should  be  had,  and  to  this  end  the  following  rules  for  classification,  in  addition  to 
those  above  are  established : 

Sharpshooter. — One  who  in  record  practice  fires  two  or  more  full  scores  at  each  dis- 
tance of  200,  300,  500,  600,  800,  and  1,000  yards,  and  from  the  best  two  of  sach  scores 
makes  an  average  of  76  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score,  or  where  the  best 
two  of  such  scores,  togetlier  with  his  record  in  skirmish  firing,  makes  an  average  of 
70  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

Marksman. — One  firing  as  above  stated  at  200,  300,  500,  600,  and  800  yards,  and  from 
the  best  two  of  such  scores  makes  an  average  of  70  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate 
score,  or  where  the  best  two  of  such  scores,  together  with  his  record  in  skirmish 
firing,  makes  an  average  of  64  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

KEVOLVEK  FIKENG. 

As  revolver  firing  constitntes  an  important  feature  in  small-arms  target  practice 
of  the  marine  guards  of  ships  at  sea,  careful  attention  will  be  given  this  matter  at 
each  shore  station,  and  thorough  instruction  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  is  required. 
The  rifle  gallery  will  afford  a  proper  place  for  revolver  practice  by  using  for  a  target 
an  iron  or  steel  plate  of  sufficient  size  and  thickness  for  such  purpose. 

Tills  practice  will  be  conducted  as  prescribed  in  part  8,  chapter  1,  Small-Arms 
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Firing  Regulations,  except  that  in  record  firing  for  classification  the  distance  •will 
be  75  feet,  and  the  number  of  shots  for  a  single  score  six,  and  the  percentage  for  the 
dififerent  classes  as  follows: 

First  class. — One  who  in  record  practice  fires  two  or  more  full  scores  at  an  A  target, 
75  feet  distant,  and  from  the  best  two  of  such  scores  makes  an  average  of  80  per 
cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

Second,  class. — One  firing  as  above  stated,  and  from  his  best  two  full  scores  makes 
an  average  of  60  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

Third  class. — One  firing  as  above  stated,  and  from  his  best  two  full  scores  makes 
an  average  of  50  per  cent  of  the  possible  aggregate  score. 

Fourth  class, — All  who  fail  to  make  the  necessary  percentage  for  third  class. 

In  revolver  practice  the  score  will  be  kept  and  monthly  and  annual  reports  trans- 
mitted upon  appropriate  forms,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  rifle  practice. 

The  allowance  and  expenditure  of  ammunition  will  be  strictly  in  accordance  with 
paragraph  870,  General  Orders,  No.  36,  War  Department,  June  11, 1897.  Men  firing 
their  yearly  allowance  of  ammunition  at  one  post  will  not  be  allowed  to  fire  again 
at  another  station  during  that  target  year,  except  as  provided  in  paragraph  14,  page 
6,  of  these  instructions. 

(Score  cards. — At  each  regular  practice  the  commanding  officer  of  each  detachment 
participating  will  furnish  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  party  engaged  in  the  practice 
a  score  card,  inscribed  with  the  names  of  the  officers  and  men  present.  At  the  close 
of  the  practice  the  officer  in  charge  will  return  the  score  cards  to  the  commanding 
officer,  with  the  score  of  each  officer  and  enlisted  man  thereon  in  ink,  or  with  an 
indelible  pencil,  and  certified  to  by  him.  In  making  out  score  cards,  each  space 
between  the  lines  will  be  used,  although  it  may  be  necessary  in  so  doing  to  enter  the 
record  of  the  firing  of  different  parties,  or  the  record  of  firing  on  different  days  on 
the  same  score  card. 

Target  record  book. — This  book  will  give  the  individual  record  of  every  officer  and 
enlisted  man  attached  to  the  post.  It  will  be  made  by  transcribing  Irom  the  certified 
score  cards  the  record  of  each  man  at  every  regular  practice. 

Monthly  report.  —Thia  report  will  be  made  on  the  last  day  of  each  month,  as  per 
Form  A.  It  will  contain  the  name  of  every  officer  and  enlisted  man  who  has  been 
borne  on  the  rolls  of  the  post  during  the  month,  except  those  who  have  qualified  to 
lire  on  the  range  and  have  not  fired  in  the  gallery  during  the  month,  and  will  give 
the  totals  of  the  best  two  full  scores  in  the  gallery,  and  the  best  two  full  scores  on 
the  range,  of  each  officer  and  enlisted  man  at  all  distances  available  from  200  yards 
to  600  yards,  inclusive.  It  will  be  accompanied  by  the  original  and  duly  certified 
score  cards  as  vouchers. 

In  order  that  the  extent  of  instruction  and  the  relative  proficiency  of  the  different 
stations  may  be  accurately  known,  an  annual  report  of  all  record  practice,  in  tne 
gallery  and  on  the  range,  will  be  made  as  per  Form  B  at  the  close  of  the  practice 
season,  October  31,  of  each  year.  This  report  will  show  the  total  number  of  men 
firing  each  month  and  the  average  per  cent  of  record  scores  at  the  different  ranges. 
The  classification  of  all  men  for  each  month  will  also  be  shown,  and  from  these 
reports  will  be  compiled  and  published  annually  the  relative  standing  of  proficiency 
in  target  firing  of  the  different  stations,  at  the  distances  fired. 

Blank  forms  for  score  cards  and  reports  of  target  practice  will  be  furnished  by  the 
adjutant  and  inspector,  United  States  Marine  Corps. 

Charles  Heywood, 

Colonel  Commandant. 


EEPOET  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OF  SCHOOL  OF  APPLICATION. 

Headquarters  School  of  Application, 
United  States  Marine  Corps,  Marine  Barracks, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  18,  1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  graduating  professional  examinations  of 
the  officers  attached  to  the  school  of  application  have  been  completed.  The  aver- 
ages attained  by  the  officers  for  the  scholastic  year  just  expiring  are  as  follows: 
First  Lieut.  C.  A.  Doyen,  98  per  cent;  Second  Lieut.  P.  M.  Bannon,  80.42  per  cent; 
Second  Lieut.  N.  H.  Hall,  90.24  per  cent. 

The  enlisted  men's  division,  which  originally  consisted  of  9  sergeants,  9  corporals, 
and  25  privates,  has,  through  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  been  reduced  to  2  ser- 
geants, 2  corporals,  and  2  privates,  as  follows :  Ser^ts.  Emil  Cinyburg  and  Joseph 
Kennedy,  Corpls.  Louis  Spero  and  San  Jose  Fralick,  Privates  Thomas  Nolan  and 
Bryan  McSweeney.  These  men  have  been  reported  by  Lieutenant  Long,  theinstrnotor 
pf  <;he  enlisted  men's  division,  ^s  having  passed  a  satisfactorjr  exanunq.tion, 
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I  therefore  respectfully  forward  certificates  of  graduation  for  the  officers  and  cer- 
tificates of  proficiency  for  the  enlisted  men. 
"\'ery  respectfully, 

F.  H.  Harrington, 
Captain,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  Commanding,  and  Director  of  Instruction. 
The  Colonel  Commandant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C, 


LETTERS  COMMENDING  PRIVATE  WILLIAM  ANTHONY. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  8,  1S98. 

Sir:  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  soldierly  conduct  of 
Private  William  Anthony  on  the  occasion  of  the  explosion  of  the  Maine.  At  the 
time  of  the  explosion  I  was  in  the  captain's  cabin  of  the  Maine.  The  lights  of  the 
vessel  were  instantly  obscured  and  the  apartments  were  filled  with  smoke ;  there  was 
Immediate  and  intense  darkness.  On  leaving  my  cabin  through  the  usual  passage 
forward,  feeling  my  way  along,  I  was  met  near  the  outer  door  of  the  superstructure 
by  Private  Anthony,  who  was  coming  into  the  cabin  to  fulfill,  on  that  dangerous 
occasion,  the  precise  duties  of  his  position  by  notifying  me  of  the  explosion.  He  ran 
against  me  in  the  darkness,  apologized  hastily,  and  reported  to  me  that  the  ship  had 
been  blown  up  and  was  sinking.     We  then  proceeded  together  to  the  quarter  deck. 

The  special  feature  in  the  case  of  this  service  performed  by  Private  Anthony  is 
that,  on  an  occasion  when  a  man's  instinct  would  lead  him  to  seek  safety  outside 
the  ship,  he  started  into  the  superstructure  and  toward  the  cabin,  irrespective  of  the 
danger.  The  action  was  a  noble  one,  and  1  feel  it  an  honor  to  call  his  conduct  to 
the  attention  of  the  Navy  Department  with  the  recommendation  that  he  be  made  a 
sergeant. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.   D.    SiGSBBE, 

Captain,  United  States  Navy,  lately  Commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Maine. 

The  Secretary  ok  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  9,  1898. 
Sir:  The  Department  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  C.  D.  Sigsbee,  U.  S.  N.,  of 
date  April  8, 1898,  calling  attention  to  your  conduct  on  the  occasion  of  the  disaster 
to  the  Maine. 

In  transmitting  to  you  a  copy  of  this  letter  the  Department  is  glad  to  add  its 
expression  of  commendation.  Your  courage  and  fidelity  to  duty  at  the  time  of  the 
explosion,  as  detailed  by  Captain  Sigsbee,  was  most  commendable.  Your  conduct 
was  a  credit  to  the  naval  service,  and  entitles  you  to  the  hearty  thanks  and  approval 
of  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  John  D.  Long, 

Secretasry. 
Private  William  Anthony, 

United  States  Marine  Corps. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  AND  INSPECTOR,  UNITED  STATES 

MARINE  CORPS. 

Headquarters  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Septemier  SO,  1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  information  of  the 
colonel  commandant : 

From  the  close  of  the  civil  war  the  Marine  Corps  was  from  time  to  time  reduced 
in  both  officers  and  enlisted  strength  until  it  reached  the  minimum  of  1  colonel  com- 
mandant. 1  colonel,  2  lieutenant-colonels,  4  majors,  20  captains,  30  first  lieatenants,  1^ 
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second  lieutenants,  5  commissioned  staff,  and  2,000  enlisted  men,  including  band  and 
field  music.  This  reduction  corresponded  with  the  gradually  diminishing  require- 
ments of  the  Navy,  which  reached  its  minimum  strength  in  ships  and  men  about 
1885,  from  which  time  the  steadily  growing  demands  for  marines,  occasioned  by  the 
constantly  increasing  number  of  new  ships  of  the  Navy  and  the  establishment  of 
new  shore  stations,  finally  rendered  imperative  the  increase  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
when,  by  the  appropriation  act  of  March  2,  1889,  100  privates  were  added  to  the 
strength  of  the  Corps.  Again,  by  the  act  of  June  10,  1896,  500  additional  enlisted 
men  were  appropriated  for,,  but  no  increase  of  officers  was  provided.  By  the  appro- 
priation act  of  May  i,  1898,  a  still  further  increase  of  473  privates  was  provided  for, 
bringing  the  enlisted  strength  of  the  Corps  up  to  3,073,  the  full  number  then  allowed 
by  law,  and  a  total  increase  of  over  1,000  enlisted  men,  without  the  addition  of  a 
single  commissioned  officer,  thus  constituting  a  military  body  out  of  all  proportion,  as 
regards  officers  and  enlisted  men,  based  upon  the  requirements  of  military  organiza- 
tions as  provided  by  Congress  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  though  a  bill  to 
increase  the  efficiency  and  equalize  the  grades  of  officers  of  the  Marine  Corps  has 
been  repeatedly  introduced  in  Congress,  and  one  prepared  by  the  present  colonel 
commandant,  having  the  approval  of  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  was  then 
before  Congress  for  consideration. 

Immediately  after  the  authorization  of  the  473  enlisted  men  referred  to,  the  status 
of  the  Marine  Corps,  as  to  its  strength,  was  still  1  colonel  commandant,  1  colonel,  2 
lieutenant-colonels,  4  majors,  20  captains,  30  first  lieutenants,  12  second  lieutenants, 
and  5  commissioned  staff  to  3,073  enlisted  men,  a  force  more  than  equal  to  three  full 
regiments  of  twelve  companies  each,  or  cue  full  brigade  of  infantry  on  a  war  foot- 
ing, and,  under  the  law  providing  for  the  organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army, 
would  have  required  as  its  proper  and  necessary  complement  of  officers  1  brigadier- 
general,  3  colonels,  3  lientenant-colonels,  6  majors,  36  captains,  42  first  lieutenants, 
36  second  lieutenants,  and  the  proper  and  necessary  staff  officers  for  the  different 
staff  departments.  It  must  be  presumed  that  the  organizations  provided  by  law  for 
the  different  corps  of  the  Army  are  necessary  to  their  efficiency,  and  the  Marine 
Corps  being  essentially  an  infantry  corps,  though  performing  as  well  their  parts  as 
gun's  crews  aboard  ship,  and  thus  increasing  their  sphere  of  importance  in  this 
respect  as  artillerists,  should  have  at  least  the  full  complement  of  officers  of  the 
infantry  organizations  of  the  Army,  whereas  this  Corps,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  war,  and  when  it  was  called  on  for  service  in  the  field  in  a  foreign  country, 
was  deficient  in  the  proper  and  necessary  complement  of  officers  to  the  extent  of  1 
general  officer,  2  colonels,  1  lieutenant-colonel,  2  majors,  16  captains,  12  first  lieuten- 
ants, and  24  second  lieutenants.  Only  a  day  or  two  previous  to  the  passage  of  the 
last  naval  appropriation  bill  heretofore  referred  to,  a  further  provision  was  inserted  in 
said  act  authorizing  the  appointment  in  the  Marine  Corps  of  such  officers  (not  above 
the  grade  of  captain)  for  service  during  the  war  with  Spain  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  might  deem  requisite,  and  the  addition  to  the  enlisted  strength  of  the  Corps  of 
60  gunnery  sergeants,  80  corporals,  and  1,500  privates.  Under  such  provision  there 
have  been  up  to  the  present  time  43  additional  second  lievitenants  appointed — 40 
from  civil  life  and  3  from  noacommissioned  officers  in  the  Corps,  and  the  enlistments 
under  said  provision  have  been  472. 

It  was  intended  by  the  colonel  commandant  that  the  60  gunnery  sergeants  should 
be  in  addition  to  the  present  number  of  sergeants,  and  that  they  should  have  the 
rank  of  first  sergeant,  with  $15  per  mouth  additional  pay ;  but  through  some  over- 
sight this  provision  was  omitted  in  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
same  may  be  remedied  in  the  appropriations  for  the  coming  year.  Within  fonr  days 
from  the  receipt  of  the  order  for  the  mobilization  of  the  first  battalion  of  marines 
for  service  with  Admiral  Sampson's  fleet  in  Cuban  waters,  6  companies,  numbering 
23  commissioned  officers  and  623  enlisted  men,  had  been  assembled  at  the  marine 
barracks,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  from  all  of  the  different  Eastern  shore  stations,  organ- 
ized, fully  armed  and  equipped  in  every  respect,  embarked  on  board  their  transport, 
and  were  on  their  way  to  report  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Fleet  for  service  in  Cuba,  where,  at  Guantanamo,  they  were  the  first  United  States 
troops  to  plant  and  maintain  the  flag  of  their  country  on  the  enemy's  soil.  That 
the  services  of  this  battalion  were  of  a  character  to  merit  appreciation  is  attested 
by  the  encomiums  it  received  from  the  public  and  the  recognition  bestowed  on  its 
officers  by  the  Government.  Though  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  officers  and 
enlisted  men  of  the  first  battalion,  introduced  in  Congress  on  the  last  day  but  one 
before  adjournment,  failed  of  its  passage  through  lack  of  time,  other  acts  of  recog- 
nition of  their  gallant  services  have  since  been  shown  in  the  promotion  of  its  com- 
manding officer.  Col.  E.  W.  Huntington,  and  the  advancement  and  brevetting  of  a 
number  of  otlier  officers  of  the  battalion. 

The  recognition  of  the  services  of  the  marines  in  the  present  war  has,  however, 
not  been  confined  to  those  of  the  first  battalion,  for  the  services  of  marines  on  board 
ship  have  jn  many  instances  received  commendation  £(.nd  recognition,  especially  those 
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on  the  ships  which  destroyed  CervercVs  fleet  at  Santiago,  in  which  the  secondary 
batteries  are  said  to  have  pjayed  so  effective  and  conspicuous  a  part.  While  there 
have  so  far  been  furnished  during  the  war  with  Spain,  for  guards  for  57  ships  in 
commission,  exclusive  of  the  first  marine  battalion  attached  to  Admiral  Sampson's 
fleet,  and  marine  guard  at  the  naval  base,  Key  West,  Fla.,  2,055  marines,  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  in  the  interests  of  the  future  that  to  supply  these  officers  and  men 
the  different  shore  stations  had  to  be  almost  entirely  depleted.  In  order  to  properly 
officer  the  marine  battalion,  and  to  furnish  officers' for  the  guards  of  vessels  hastily 
placed  in  commission,  all  but  four  of  the  line  officers  attached  to  the  Eastern  shore 
stations,  and  all  but  three  of  those  attached  to  the  Pacific  shore  stations  were  required, 
leaving  several  stations  without  an  officer,  and  no  station  with  more  than  one,  thus 
requirxng  the  detail  of  a  number  of  the  newly  appointed  second  lieutenants  to  the 
commands  of  guards  on  board  ship,  and  even  to  the  command  of  important  shore 
stations,  and  thus  showing  the  absolute  necessity  for  the  legislation  which  has  been 
so  earnestly  urged  by  the  colonel  commandant,  and  recommended  by  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

With  the  exception  of  Sitka,  Alaska,  and  Bremerton,  Wash.,  I  inspected  during 
the  months  of  November  and  December,  1897,  and  January,  1898,  all  the  posts  in  the 
Marine  Corps,  including  the  supply  depot  at  Philadelphia,  receiving  ships,  and 
recruiting  offices,  and  have  to  report  the  condition  of  the  posts  inspected  as  very 
satisfactory.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  exigencies  of  the  var  have  for  the  past 
five  months  so  depleted  the  strength  of  the  different  garrisons  on  the  Atlantic  coast 
as  to  leave  in  some  cases  no  officers  at  all  and  scarcely  more  than  a  sergeant's  guard 
of  enlisted  men,  the  semiannual  inspections  have  been  deferred,  and  only  a  casual 
visit  of  inspection  as  to  the  general  condition  of  the  posts  was  made  by  the  adjutant 
and  inspector  during  the  month  of  August.  The  war  being  probably  concluded,  and 
the  officers  and  men  having,  in  a  great  measure,  returned  to  their  different  stations, 
a  thorough  inspection  of  all  the  posts  should  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable.  Much 
has  been  done  by  the  quartermaster's  department  within  the  past  year  to  improve 
the  condition  of  most  of  the  quarters  of  both  officers  and  enlisted  men,  as  also  that 
of  the  grounds  and  outbuildings  at  the  different  posts,  and  the  funds  appropriated 
for  this  department  appear  to  have  been  judiciously  expended.  The  repairs  at  the 
Brooklyn  barracks  have  been  of  a  somewhat  extensive  character,  and  it  is  believed 
that  when  fully  completed  they  will  place  that  post  in  a  far  better  condition  than  it 
has  been  for  many  years.  The  barracks  at  Boston  have  been  raised  an  additional 
story,  thus  giving  the  greatly  needed  additional  dormitory  space,  and  will  greatly 
conduce  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  command.  At  the  Puget  Sound  naval 
station  new  barracks  and  officers'  quarters  are  in  course  of  construction  which,  when 
completed,  will  afford  comfortable  and  convenient  accommodations  for  both  officers 
and  enlisted  men  of  that  station.  In  addition  to  the  above,  new  quarters  for  the 
commanding  officer  have  been  completed  at  the  naval  station,  Port  Royal;  as  also 
much-needed  improvements  in  the  grounds  and  walks  at  headquarters.  The  demands 
upon  the  supply  department  under  charge  of  the  assistant  quartermaster  at  Phila^ 
delphia  during  the  present  war  have  been  such  as  to  necessitate  an  increase  in  the 
facilities  there  and  an  increase  of  the  operating  force.  Much  credit  is  due  this 
department  for  the  manner  in  which  the  extra  demands  of  the  service,  occasioned  by 
the  emergencies  of  the  war,  in  the  way  of  supplies,  arms,  accounterments,  clothing, 
etc.,  were  met. 

ARMS  AND  AOCOUTBRMENTS. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  service  in  more  ways 
than  one  if  the  arms,  accouterments,  and  equipments  issued  to  a  soldier  were  to  be 
retained  by  him  during  his  entire  enlistment.  Under  the  present  method  of  trans- 
ferring men  from  one  station  to  another  and  from  shore  to  ship,  it  is  often  the  case 
that  men  are  required  to  turn  in  their  rifles,  their  equipments,  and  accouterments, 
receiving  new  issues  at  the  station  or  ship  to  which  they  go.  It  has  been  my  expe- 
rience on  numerous  occasions,  when  finding  some  of  these  articles  in  bad  condition, 
for  the  soldier  to  excuse  himself  by  saying  that  they  were  in  this  condition  "  when 
I  got  them;"  and  it  is  not  only  difficult,  but  generally  impossible,  to  place  responsi- 
bility for  the  bad  care  to  which  such  articles  have  been  subjected.  If  they  were  to 
remain  in  the  soldier's  possession  from  the  time  they  were  issued,  any  responsibility 
for  their  bad  condition  could  be  placed ;  and  any  good  soldier  would  have  a  pride, 
aside  from  the  responsibility  imposed,  in  keeping  the  articles  intrusted  to  his  care 
in  good  condition.    - 

The  ballistic  qualities  of  the  6-millimeter  rifle  are  superior  for  field  service.  Some 
minor  defects  are  noted.  The  extractor  springs  have  frequently  broken.  The  fol- 
lower and  trigger  have  sometimes  broken.  The  gun,  when  loaded  "  empty  cham- 
ber," opens  easily  on  being  struck  by  a  branch  when  passing  through  woods,  and 
when  closed,  loaded,  an  accident  is  liable  to  occur.  The  "stop "for  taking  out 
breechblock  is  liable  to  be  misplaced,  and  results  in  the  falling  out  of  the  extractor 

Ab.  98 86 


1362 


PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING   THK 


and  spring  when  the  bolt  is  drawn  back.  The  rifle  is  not  sighted  for  the  cartridge 
issued.  The  bayonet  comes  easily  from  the  scabbard,  and  quite  a  number  of  them 
have  been  lost  passing  through  woods. 

The  belts,  bayonets,  and  scabbards  are  of  satisfactory  shape  and  material.  It  is 
found  that  the  small  eyelet  holding  belt  suspenders  together  in  the  back  has  pulled 
uut  in  a  majority  of  cases,  and  it  is  recommended  that  a  sliding  metal  buckle  be  sub- 
stituted. This  should  be  movable,  for  the  reason  that  men,  in  carrying  180  rounds 
of  ammunition,  prefer  the  belt  much  higher  on  the  body  than  when  empty.  It  is 
suggested  that  belt  suspenders  be  made  in  future  to  conform  in  color  to  equipment, 
as  the  contrast  of  broad,  black  belt  and  suspenders  worn  over  any  campaign  suit  is 
very  marked,  even  at  long  distances.  The  knapsacks,  haversacks,  and  canteens 
have  given  entire  satisfaction,  and  the  color  of  equipments  and  straps  is  found  to  be 
excellent,  as  little  contrast  is  shown  between  them  and  campaign  suits  and  not  vis- 
ible at  a  distance. 

CLOTHING. 

* 

A  very  material  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  past  year  in  the  fit  and  quality 
of  the  clothing  supplied  the  enlisted  men.  The  introduction  of  intermediate  sizes 
in  coats  and  trousers  has  done  much  to  enable  men  to  be  neatly  fitted  and  has  mate- 
rially improved  the  soldierly  appearance  of  the  men  generally.  It  is  believed,  from 
the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  this  respect,  that  a  custom  which  I  have  always 
regarded  as  a  necessary  evil  will  to  a  great  extent  be  eradicated ;  thao  is,  the  charge 
to  which  the  enlisted  man  is  generally  subjected  for  the  alteration  of  clothing  issued 
to  him  by  the  Government.  An  examination  of  the  statements  made  in  the  inspec- 
tion reports  of  the  commanding  officers  and  officers  in  charge  of  clothing  will  show 
that  at  the  different  posts  charges  of  from  50  cents  to  $1.50  are  made  by  the  so-called 
post  tailor  for  altering  trousers ;  from  50  cents  to  $1.25  for  altering  an  undress  coat ; 
from  50  cents  to  $1.50  for,altering  a  full-dress  coat,  and  from  $1  to  $1.50  for  altering 
an  overcoat.  It  is  not  possible  that  a  perfect  fit  can  in  every  case  be  secured  in  the 
articles  drawn  by  the  soldier,  and  the  necessity  for  alteration  in  some  cases  is  una- 
voidable, if  you  would  have  a  neat  and  soldierly  appearing  man,  but  such  necessity 
should  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  fit  of  clothing  at 
the  time  of  issue  to  enlisted  men  should  always  be  under  the  careful  supervision  of 
an  officer,  and  that  due  diligence  and  interest  in  this  respect  will  do  much  to  remedy 
the  evil  of  ill-fitting  coats  and  trousers  and  avoid  much  of  the  necessity  for  patroniz- 
ing the  post  tailor,  and  thereby  obviate  an  unnecessary  expense  to  the  soldier. 

Considerable  complaint  has  been  made  to  me  in  the  past  four  years  by  both  officers 
and  enlisted  men  of  the  liability  to  change  in  color  of  the  light-blue  trousers  and 
overcoats.  This  subject  has  been  very  carefully  and  thoroughly  gone  into  by  the 
quartermaster's  department,  and  all  possible  means  apparently  taken  to  remedy 
the  defect;  but  I  am  convinced  in  my  own  mind  that  the  same  can  not  be  entirely 
overcome,  and  that  any  light-blue  cloth  which  can  be  made  will,  to  some  extent, 
change  to  a  lighter  hue  when  subject  to  light  and  wear  for  any  considerable  time. 


Much  attention  has  been  given  by  the  quartermaster's  department  to  the  subject 
of  a  suitable  shoe  for  enlisted  men,  until  finally  a  shoe  has  been  adopted  which,  from 
unofficial  reports,  seems  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  service,  having  given  great 
satisfaction  in  the  first  battalion  in  Cuba,  and  it  is  believed  will  be  the  article  which 
has  so  long  been  sought  for.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  bad  wearing  quality  com- 
plained of  in  the  past  has  been  due  in  some  measure  to  the  fact  that  shoes  kept  in 
the  storeroom  for  a  considerable  time  deteriorate  by  the  drying  out  of  the  oil  in  the 
leather,  so  that  when  worn  in  the  wet  the  leather  rapidly  becomes  saturated  and 
easily  goes  to  pieces,  though  I  do  not  suggest  this  fact  as  accounting  entirely  for  the 
lack  of  durability  found  in  the  Govorumeut  shoe,  as  a  rule,  in  the  past. 


The  lack  of  established  drill  regulations,  together  with  the  withdrawal  of  the 
majority  of  the  troops  from  all  of  the  Eastern  posts  of  the  Corps,  has  retarded  to  a 
great  extent  any  drills  except  in  squad  and  company  formation.  Battalion  drill  has 
been  almost  entirely  suspended,  but  it  is  expected  that  when  the  posts  are  again 
garrisoned  with  their  full  complement  of  men  instruction  in  all  drills  and  exercises 
required  by  the  regulations  will  be  earnestly  resumed. 

TARGET  PRACTICE. 

The  most  satisfactory  results  have  been  attained  in  target  practice  during  the  past 
year  at  posts  where  it  was  possible  to  have  long-distance  firing,  which  is  shown  by 
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the  fact  that  out  of  760  men  who  competed  during  the  season  just  ended  247  qualified 
as  sharpshooters  aud  189  qualified  as  marksmen,  which  is  certainly  most  gratifying, 
considering  the  fact  that  the  work  of  target  practice  is  as  yet  in  its  infancy  in  the 
Marine  Corps.  The  thorough  instruction  of  the  soldier  in  the  preliminary  drills 
and  in  gallery  practice  before  attempting  long-distance  firing  can  not  be  over- 
estimated. I  believe  that  the  Revised  Instructions  for  Small  Arms  Firing  in  the 
Marine  Corps,  promnlgated  by  the  colonel  commandant  in  December  last,  will 
eli'ectually  meet  the  requirements  of  our  service,  and  if  faithfully  carried  out  at  all 
the  different  stations  where  opportunity  permits  will  result  in  advancing  the  Marine 
Corps  to  a  position  second  tono  other  military  organization  in  the  United  States  service 
as  abody  of  marksmen.  At  no  stations,  except  Annapolis,  Newport,  and  Mare  Island, 
is  it  practicable  to  establish  ranges  immediately  at  the  posts,  but  last  year's  expe- 
rience has  shown  that  suitable  long-distance  ranges,  within  easy  reach  of  stations, 
can  be  rented  by  the  season,  thus  affording  facilities  for  pursuing  the  important 
work  of  target  practice  at  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  posts  in  the  Marine  Corps.  This 
subject  deserves  our  most  earnest  attention  in  the  future,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
excellent  record  made  by  the  Marine  Corps  during  the  present  war  will  show  the 
necessity  of  acquiring  all  the  needed  facilities  for  carrying  on  this  work  at  every 
post  in  the  Marine  Corps  during  the  coming  target  year,  not  only  with  respect  to 
small  arms,  but  in  practice  with  rapid-fire  and  machine  guns  of  small  caliber,  or 
such  as  can  be  supplied  with  subcaliber  appliances  for  target  practice  on  the  differ- 
ent ranges. 

RECRUITING. 

During  the  past  year  recruiting  has  progressed  very  satisfactorily  until  within  the 
last  three  months,  during  which  time  a  very  noticeable  decrease  in  the  number  of 
applicants  for  enlistment  has  occurred.  The  character  of  recruits  has  been  excep- 
tionally good.  The  question  of  a  probationary  period  of  enlistment  for  six  months, 
with  option  on  both  the  part  of  the  recruit  and  the  Government  as  to  continuance  in 
the  service  at  the  expiration  of  that  period,  has  been  suggested  by  many  officers, 
and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  practical  effect  of  such  a  system  would  be  found  in 
the  diminishing  of  the  number  of  desertions,  the  improvement  of  discipline,  and  the 
contentment  of  those  who  remain  the  full  term  of  service.  Under  present  circum- 
stances many  young  men  enlist,  through  lack  of  employment,  who  are  illy  adapted 
to  the  service,  and  who  after  their  wants  have  been  temporarily  satisfied  grow  tired 
of  the  restraints  of  the  service  and  seek  release  by  deserting,  rather  than  pay  the  sum 
required  to  purchase  their  discharge.  It  is  believed  by  many  that  a  law  providing 
for  a  probationary  period  of  service  for  six  months  would  in  a  great  measure  avoid 
any  such  cause  of  desertion  and  result  in  a  considerable  saving  to  the  Government 
in  the  way  of  clothing,  etc.,  as  well  as  secure  to  the  service  (for  the  five-year  term) 
a  more  contented  and  better  class  of  men. 

DESERTION. 

The  question  of  desertion  is  one  that  has  received  very  careful  consideration  in 
the  Army  as  to  the  causes  thereof  and  the  remedies  to  be  applied  to  correct  the 
same.  It  is  not  only  generally  difficult,  but  in  many  cases  utterly  impossible,  to 
ascertain  such  cause;  but  the  fact  that  in  the  Marine  Corps  the  average  length  of 
service  of  all  deserters  for  the  past  five  years  is  only  about  seven  months  shows 
that  these  causes,  as  a  rule,  occur  in  the  beginning  of  their  term  of  enlistment.  It 
is  a  gratifying  fact  that  there  has  been  a  very  material  decrease  in  the  number  of 
desertions  of  late  years,  and  for  the  past  year  a  decrease  of  about  50  per  osnt,  yet 
the  subject  is  one  that  will  always  merit  careful  consideration. 

From  as  thorough  an  inquiry  as  I  have  been  able  to  make  into  the  subject  I 
believe  that  among  the  causes  conducing  to  desertion  are,  first,  excessive  guard  and 
police  duties  both  on  shore  and  at  sea;  second,  the  unavoidable  enlistment  of  men 
who  come  into  the  service  as  a  refuge  and  with  the  intention  of  remaining  only  so 
long  as  serves  their  purpose;  third,  the  indisposition  on  the  part  of  many  to  regard 
desertion  as  a  disgraceful  and  felonious  crime ;  fourth,  the  lack  of  sufficiently  severe 
and  rigorous  punishment,  as  a  rule,  of  the  crime  of  desertion,  to  render  the  same 
odious  and  to  effectually  act  as  a  deterrent. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  amount  of  guard  duty  under  ordinary  circumstances 
should  be  limited  at  all  stations  by  general  order,  as  is  the  case  in  the  United  States 
Army. 

DESCRIPTIVE  LIST  AND   CONDUCT  RECORD. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  at  the  different  posts  in  the  matter  of  mark- 
ing men  in  conduct  for  discharge,  and  it  is  recommended  that  some  system  of  marking 
be  established  which  will  distinguish  between  the  moral  and  professional  qualifica- 
tions of  the  soldier  and  that  will  make  the  average  of  the  two  his  general  character. 
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It  is  further  suggested,  in  this  connection,  that  a  man  in  his  first  enlistment  should 
not  be  given  markings  in  professional  qualification  until  he  has  served  one  year  of 
his  enlistment. 

PUNISHMENTS. 

It  is  noticed  from  the  reports  of  punishments  that  the  same  offenses  are  regarded 
differently  by  different  commanding  officers,  the  punishments  at  different  posts  being 
greatly  at  variance,  and  it  is  suggested  that  some  definite  and  general  system,  sim- 
ilar to  that  in  vogue  in  the  United  States  Army,  be  established,  so  that  punishments 
for  like  offenses  will  be  more  nearly  equal  throughout  the  Corps. 

GOOD-CONDUCT  MEDALS. 

Since  the  order  providing  for  the  bestowal  of  medals  for  good  conduct  was  issued 
142  of  these  medals  have  been  issued  to  enlisted  men  of  the  Corps.  As  far  as  the 
records  to  date  show,  not  .1  single  enlisted  man  of  any  rank  who  was  awarded  one  of 
these  medals  has  been  tried  by  court-martial,  which,  to  say  the  least,  is  a  very  satis- 
factory showing,  and  proves  that  recognition  of  meritorious  service  by  the  Govern- 
ment is  valued  and  appreciated  by  the  enlisted  men. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  by  the  board  to  whom  applications 
or  recommendations  for  good-conduct  medals  are  referred  on  account  of  the  incon- 
sistency iound  to  exist  in  many  cases  between  the  average  standing  as  given  in  the 
markings  on  conduct  records  of  the  men  and  the  character  indorsed  on  discharges, 
thus  showing  the  necessity  for  some  more  consistent  system  of  marking. 

SPECIAL-DUTY  MEN. 

The  custom,  so  general  at  the  different  posts,  of  selecting  and  detailing  enlisted 
men  as  office  clerks  and  promoting  them  to  the  rank  of  corporal  and  sergeant  in  order 
to  give  them  increased  pay  is  one  deserving  consideration.  The  work  peformed  by 
these  detailed  men  is  not  only  absolutely  necessary,  but  is  of  a  character  requiring 
more  than  the  ordinary  degree  of  intelligence  and  education  on  the  part  of  those  so 
detailed,  and  should  be  rewarded  by  increased  compensation  over  and  above  what 
the  average  private  soldier  receives ;  but  the  small  number  of  noncommissioned  offi- 
cers at  present  allowed  by  law  to  the  Corps  is  insufficient  to  admit  of  these  details 
without  increasing  considerably  the  duties  of  a  class  already  hard  worked.  The 
object  of  rank  is  to  endow  one  with  military  authority,  and  as  the  performance  of 
clerical  work  does  not  necessitate  the  exercise  of  such  authority,  it  is  believed  that 
if  some  measure  of  law  could  be  secured  whereby  enlisted  men  detailed  to  perform 
clerical  work  could  be  allowed  an  appropriate  per  diem  compensation,  in  addition 
to  their  pay  as  privates,  it  would  accomplish  the  desired  object,  and  at  the  same  time 
aid  in  lightening  the  burden  of  the  noncommissioned  officer  performing  military 
duties  on  shore  and  at  sea,  by  adding  to  the  number  available  therefor. 

REGULATIONS  AND   ORDERS. 

The  Marine  Corps  is  governed,  in  its  details,  by  both  Army  and  Navy  regulations, 
and  by  general  and  special  orders  and  circulars  emanating  from  these  two  sources, 
so  that  it  is  necessary  for  one  to  be  excellently  well  versed  in  the  orders  and  regula- 
tions of  both  branches  of  the  service  in  order  to  intelligently  conduct  his  official 
business.  If  the  various  regulations  and  orders  relating  to  the  Marine  Corps  were 
compiled  in  one  volume  for  the  special  use  of  the  Corps,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
of  incalculable  benefit,  and  would  obviate  many  of  the  minor  difficulties  and  mis- 
takes which  so  often  occur,  and  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  board,  or 
some  single  officer,  be  appointed  to  collect  and  compile  the  various  orders  and 
regulations  referred  +0. 

SAVINGS  FROM  RATIONS  AND  COMPANY  FUNDS. 

The  decrease  in  the  contract  price  of  rations  at  some  of  the  posts  of  the  corps,  and 
the  practice  of  purchasing  articles  of  tableware  and  kitchen  utensils  from  the  com- 
pany fund,  renders  it  almost  impossible  at  some  stations  to  make  any  perceptible 
improvement  in  the  men's  table  fare,  owing  to  the  limited  amount  available  after 
the  purchase  of  the  articles  above  mentioned.  In  my  opinion  no  article  of  the  char- 
acter referred  to,  which  can  legitimately  be  purchased  by  the  quartermaster's 
department,  should  be  obtained  Irom  the  company  fund.     There  has  been  little  or 
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no  complaint  from  the  enlisted  men  at  the  Tarious  stations  as  to  the  quality  or  quan- 
tity of  the  food.  I  have  found  occasional  instances  where  complaint  was  made  on 
account  of  poor  cooking,  which  must  necessarily  occur,  more  or  less,  where  there  are 
no  regularly  trained  cooks.  I  have  known  instances  where  the  men  of  the  command 
contributed,  without  the  knowledge  of  their  officers,  from  their  own  private  funds 
to  the  compensation  of  a  competent  cook,  thus  evidencing  the  importance  of  this 
subject  to  the  enlisted  men.  I  believe  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the 
enlisted  men  and  to  the  interest  of  the  service  if  certain  men  could  be  selected  who 
show  an  aptitude  for  service  as  cooks,  and  regularly  trained  at  some  post  under  the 
instruction  of  a  competent  head.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  existing  at  any  post  for  a 
cook  one  could  be  selected  and  detailed  therefor  from  those  above  mentioned.  This 
subject  is  one  which,  I  believe,  should  receive  special  consideration. 

POST  EXCHANGBS. 

Post  exchanges  are  now  in  operation  at  the  following-named.posts :  League  Island, 
Pa. ;  Norfolk,  Va. ;  Boston,  Mass. ;  Port  Royal,  S.  C. ;  Annapolis,  Md. ;  and  Puget 
Sound,  Bremerton,  Wash.  On  account  of  the  major  portion  of  the  troops  having 
been  withdrawn  from  the  Eastern  posts  during  the  war,  no  deinnite  conclusion  as  to 
the  result  of  this  experiment  in  the  Marine  Corps  can  be  arrived  at  at  the  present 
time. 

COMPAJSnr  ORGAinZATION. 

It  is  thought  that  advantage  to  the  service  would  result  if  some  more  permanent 
character  of  company  organization  could  be  established,  especially  at  the  largr 
posts,  the  nucleus  of  such  companies  to  be  composed  of  men  who  have  completed 
their  required  term  at  sea,  or  men  who,  for  any  other  .reason,  are  not  available  for 
sea  service.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  result  in  furthering  the  military 
education  and  discipline  of  recruits,  enabling  responsibility  to  be  placed,  and  stim- 
ulate individual  effort  on  the  part  of  both  officers  and  enlisted  men,  and  facilitate 
battalion  organization  for  field  service  when  necessary. 

THEORETICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Commisaioned  officers. — Though  required  by  the  regulations,  there  has  been  prac- 
tically no  systematic  theoretical  instruction  of  officers  at  the  different  stations. 

The  scarcity  of  officers  for  duty  at  the  different  posts,  they  being  as  a  rule  "  day  on 
and  day  off"  guard  in  addition  1o  their  numerous  other  duties  in  connection  with 
drills,  courts-martial,  boards  of  survey,  etc.,  has  rendered  it  difficultto  devote  much 
time  to  theoretical  instruction,  though  this  subject  is  one  of  importance,  not  only 
to  the  general  interests  of  the  service,  but  the  individual  officer  as  well,  and  particu- 
larly to  those  required  to  pass  examination  for  promotion. 

It  is  in  many  instances  not  practicable  that  officers  can  be  given  the  advantages 
of  a  course  at  the  school  of  application  within  three  years  of  the  time  of  their  pro- 
motion, when  a  certificate  of  graduation  would  stand  in  lieu  of  a  professional  exam- 
ination; as  to  these  officers,  a  systematic  course  of  theoretical  instruction  by  easy 
stages,  at  the  post  where  they  may  serve,  would  be  of  great  advantage,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  wnen  Congress  will  give  to  the  Corps  its  proper  and 
necessary  complement  of  officers  and  thus  make  the  establishing  of  such  a  system  of 
instruction  practicable,  at  the  several  larger  posts  at  least. 

Noncommissioned  officers. — The  above;  in  a  great  measure,  applies  to  the  theoretical 
instruction  of  noncommissioned  officers.  It  has  been  difficult,  owing  to  the  limited 
number  of  noncommissioned  officers  in  the  Corps,  to  spare  a  sufficient  quota  from 
the  different  posts  to  form  a  class  at  the  school  of  applicntion,  and  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  thoroughly  pursue  this  subject  at  the  different  posts  until  the  number  of 
hoth  officers  and  noncommissioned  officers  is  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  there 
will  be  sufficient  days  between  their  tours  of  guard  duty  for  the  proper  study  of  the 
different  subjects.  The  Marine  Corps  personnel  bill,  now  pending  before  Congress, 
provides  that  25  per  cent  of  the  officers  hereafter  appointed  may  be  selected  from 
worthy  noncommissioned  officers  of  the  Corps,  and  this  lends  au  additional  impor- 
tance to  the  subject  of  the  theoretical  instruction  of  the  noncommissioned  officers  in 
the  Marine  Corps.  Not  less  important,  however,  is  the  matter  of  their  practical 
instruction,  and  especially  with  regard  to  target  practice  and  naval  gunnery. 

HEALTH  OP  TROOPS. 

The  health  of  the  troops  of  the  various  commands,  both  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
coasts  dniing  the  past  year  has  been  very  good. 
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APPOINrMENTS,  RETIREMENTS,  ENLISTMENTS,  DISCHARGES,  ETC. 

Appointments. 

From  the  Naval  Academy,  as  second  lieutenant 1 

From  civil  life,  as  acting  second  lieutenants,  during  the  war 40 

From  the  Marine  Corps,  noncommissioned  ofScers,  as  acting  second  lieutenants 

during  the  war 3 

Total U 

Itetirementa. 

One  lieutenant-colonel  (John  H.  Higbee),  June  1,  1898;  1  major  (Henry  A.  Bart- 
lett),  February  1,  1898;  1  first  sergeant,  5  sergeants,  1  musician,  and  4  privates. 

•  Died. 

One  lieutenant-colonel  (John  L.  Broome,  retired,  at  Binghampton,  N.  Y.),  A^ril  12, 
1898 ;  1  second  lieutenant  (Charlea  S.  Gray) ;  2  sergeants.  1  musician,  and  49  privates, 
2  of  vrhom  were  on  retired  list.  Lost  in  wreck  of  U.  S.  S.  Maine — 2  sergeants,  3 
corporals,  2  musicians,  and  21  privates.  Killed  in  action  against  Spaniards — 1  acting 
sergeant-major,  1  sergeant,  1  corporal,  and  4  privates. 

Number  of  calls  from  Pension  Office  and  replied  to  from  October  1,  1897,  to  Octo- 
ber 1,  1898,  274. 

Enlistments. 

For  five  years 1,175 

For  the  war 472 

Eeenlistments : 

From  the  Marine  Corps 125 

From  the  Army 45 

Total 1,817 

Discharged. 

Upon  expiration  of  enlistment 511 

Upon  settlement  of  accounts 15 

Upon  report  of  medical  survey 76 

Unfit  for  the  service 77 

By  purchase 26 

By  sentence  of  court-martial 44 

Total 749 

Deserted. 

From  October  1,  1897,  to  September  30,  1898,  343,  many  of  whom  were  men  who 
enlisted  for  the  war. 

Though  the  First  Marine  Battalion  was  mobilized  and  jjlaced  in  the  field  with 
extraordinary  facility  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  Spain,  the  requirements  of 
the  occasion  have  demonstrated  the  advisability  of  having  on  hand  at  all  times  the 
necessary  military  stores,  camp  equipage,  mesa  gear  for  field  service,  etc.,  for  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  entire  Marine  Corps  serving  on  shore,  instead  of  having  to  go 
into  the  market  and  purchase  such  stores  at  short  notice,  or  relying  upon  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  of  the  Army,  which  in  the  recent 
emergency  was  most  obligingly  available  to  us. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  state  that  the  considerably  increased  enlisted  strength  of 
the  Corps  within  the  past  three  years ;  the  inauguration  of  the  present  system 
of  target  practice  under  the  supervision  of  this  office:  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
pension  cases  referred  here  from  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  for  information;  the 
additional  correspondence  occasioned  by  the  increased  number  of  enlistments;  the 
establishing  of  the  present  system  of  semiannual  inspection  of  all  posts,  recruiting 
offices,  and  guards  of  receiving  ships,  together  with  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
military  posts  of  the  Corps,  have  greatly  multiplied  the  duties  of  the  adjutant  and 
inspector,  and  have  more  than  doubled  the  clerical  work  of  this  office,  necessitating 
the  serrioes  of  at  least  two  additional  enlisted  men  as  clerks,  one  for  special  work 
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in  connection  with  target-practice  records,  as  assistant  to  the  inspector  of  target 
practice,  and  the  otherin  connection  with  the  reports  of  inspections  of  posts,  guards 
ot  ships,  recruiting  offices,  etc.  I  would,  therefore,  in  view  of  these  facts,  respect- 
tully  suggest  to  the  Colonel  Commandant  the  advisability  of  providing  by  law  for 
an  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector,  who,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  assistant,  shall 
also  be  superintendent  of  target  practice,  and  take  the  place  of  the  adiutant  and 
inspector  as  regular  member  of  the  Naval  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey 
Very  respectfully, 

Gborgk  C.  Reid, 
Major,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  Adjutant  and  Inspector. 
The  Colonel  Commakdant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Meadquarters,  Washington,  D.  C. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE   QUARTERMASTER,  UNITED  STATES  MARINE 

CORPS. 

Headquarters  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Quartermaster's  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  SS,  1S9S. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the  operations  of  this  depart- 
ment during  the  iiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898.  The  report  refers  to  not  only 
usual  or  routinematters,  but  to  more  extraordinarj-  affairs  which  have  occurred  dur- 
ing the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Spain.  Reference  is  also  made  to  new 
construction  work,  repairs  and  improvements  at  the  various  posts,  to  various  changes 
which  have  been  prescribed  in  standard  articles  of  uniform,  to  adoption  of  new  arti- 
cles of  uniform,  to  increases  in  the  list  of  camp  and  garrison  supplies  issued  on 
requisition,  etc.  Certain  recommendations  are  submitted  which  are  thought  to  be 
timely  and  to  the  interests  of  the  Corps.  Appended  are  extracts  from  the  report 
of  C'apt.  T.  C.  Prince,  assistant  quartermaster,  on  duty  at  the  supply  depot,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.  Also  appended  is  the  report  of  Capt.  C.  L.  McCawley,  assistant  quarter- 
master, who  served  as  quartermaster  First  Battalion  of  Marines,  which  command 
recently  returned  from  Cuba. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  regular  annual  appropriations  coming  under  the 
cognizance  of  this  department  which  were  available  on  July  1,  1897 : 

Provisions $100,000 

Clothing 97,255 

Fuel 19,500 

Military  stores 13,297 

Transportation  and  recruiting 15,  000 

Repair  of  barracks 45,600 

Forage 3,000 

Hire  of  quarters 6,996 

Contingent 33,700 

At  the  commencement  of  the  current  fiscal  year  the  unexpended  balances  of  these 
appropriations  were  as  follows:  Provisions,  $13,716.99;  clothing,  $631.82;  fuel, 
$7,293.92;  military  stores,  $1,370.10;  transportation  and  recruiting,  $1,069.90;  repair 
of  barracks,  $26,285.20;  forage,  $1,602.51;  hire  of  quarters,  $1,712.14;  contingent, 
$4,162.97.  Various  expenditures  under  these  several  heads  have  been  formally 
authorize'd,  and  when  the  obligations  thus  created  have  been  met  only  trifling  bal- 
ances will  remain,  the  expenses  of  the  past  year  under  the  regular  appropriations 
having  been  virtually  the  same  as  the  amount  of  the  appropriations. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  appropriatious  above  set  forth,  Congress,  in  an  act 
approved  May  4,  1898,  provided  $567,900  for  pay,  provisions,  clothing,  etc.,  for  1,640 
additional  men,  the  enlistment  of  whom  was  authorized  by  such  act.  Of  this  sum 
$270,420  were  allotted  to  this  department  for  the  procurement  of  provisions,  cloth- 
ing, military  stores,  equipage,  etc.  Of  this  allotment  there  remains  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $32,729.61,  against  which  there  are  sundry  outstanding  authorized  expendi- 
tures, the  payment  of  which  will  materially  reduce  this  balance. 

Also,  under  an  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies,  etc.,  approved 
July  7,  1898,  there  were  available  $111,400  for  the  purchase  of  clothing,  military 
stores,  transportation  and  recruiting,  and  contingent  expenses.  Out  of  this  amount 
there  has  actually  been  expended  $57,460,  and  outstanding  liabilities  against  this 
appropriation  will  practically  exhaust  it. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  sums  of  money  appropriated  by  Congress,  there  were 
allotted  to  this  department  out  of  the  appropriation  of  $50,000,000  for  the  national 
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defense  $64,529.64  on  March  16,  1898 ;  $22,000  on  April  7,  1898 ;  and  $20,000  on  April 
20,  1898.  These  allotments  were  expended  on  clotliinj;,  military  stores,  and  contin- 
gent expenses  for  the  purpose  of  putting  on  a  thoroughly  efiicien  t  footing  tlie  marines 
■who  served  in  Cuba  during  the  war,  as  well  as  those  held  in  readiness  for  such  duty. 

From  all  sources  there  were  available  under  regular  and  special  appropriations 
$1,209,997.54. 

War  between  this  country  and  Spain  occurring  during  the  past  fiscal  year  necessa- 
rily made  that  year  an  exceedingly  busy  one  for  this  department,  especially  the  last 
five  months  thereof.  Not  since  the  days  of  the  civil  war  have  the  conditions  been 
so  extraordinary,  the  requirements  so  'many  and  urgent.  Wheu  war  was  declared 
this  department  was  not  prepared  for  all  emergencies  of  field  and  ship,  as  the  regu- 
lar annual  appropriations  of  Congress  are  only  sufficient  to  procure  the  usual  sup- 
plies required  in  time  of  peace.  Shortly  before  the  declaration  of  war  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  allotted  to  the  Marine  Corps  a  portion  of  tlie  national-defense  fund 
which  Congress  appropriated,  and  subsequently  to  the  date  oi  the  declaration  of 
war  Congress  appropriated  for  the  Corps  additional  sums  of  money  for  extraordinary 
purposes. 

Under  your  direction,  immediately  after  the  allotment  of  the  national  defense 
fund  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  this  department,  I  took  prompt  steps  to  meet  tho 
requirements  and  procured  all  additional  war  supplies  required.  Necessary  arms, 
ammunition,  equipments,  rations,  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  etc.,  were 
contracted  for  or  purchased  in  the  open  market,  the  governing  idea  in  their  procure- 
ment being  promptly  and  thoroughly  to  put  the  Corps  on  an  efficient  footing  for 
active  service  afloat  and  ashore.  In  sufficient  quantities  for  that  purpose,  and  of 
the  best  obtainable  quality,  these  supplies  were  purchased  and  issued  to  the  troops, 
and  stored  for  future  demand.  The  allotments  out  of  the  national  defense  fund 
became  available  as  follows :  $64,529.64,  March  16 ;  $22,000,  April  7 ;  $20,000,  April  20. 
Under  date  of  April  12,  1898,  you  notified  this  office  that  two  battalions  of  marines, 
each  1,000  strong,  would  immediately  proceed  to  Cuba  for  field  service,  and  directed 
that  the.  greatest  dispatch  consistently  with  thoroughness  be  shown  in  fitting  out 
the  battalion  for  such  duty.  One  battalion  of  646  marines  assembled  at  New  York 
on  April  20,  1898,  and  was  ready  to  sail  for  Cuba  on  April  22,  1898.  All  necessary 
military  stores  and  supplies  were  in  the  hands  of  the  quartermaster  of  the  battalion 
wheu  the  command  was  ready  to  embark,  or  thirty-six  days  after  the  first  emergency 
allotment  became  available  and  one  day  after  the  last  allotment  was  placed  to  the 
credit  of  this  department.  The  quartermaster  of  the  battalion  has  reported  that  the 
stores  and  supplies  received  by  him  from  this  office  and  the  office  of  the  assistant 
quartermaster  at  Philadelphia  were  sufficient  and  satisfactory  for  the  actual  needs 
of  the  battalion.  Subsequently  he  purchased  certain  supplies  in  New  York  which 
he  deemed  essential  to  the  convenience  of  the  battalion.  As  you  were  at  the 
Brooklyn  Navy- Yard  supervising  the  preparation  of  the  battalion  for  services  in 
Cuba,  you  are  aware  whether  or  not  the  command  was  fitted  out  efficiently  and  with 
dispatch.  I  make  no  comment  in  this  connection  except  to  refer  to  remarks  which 
will  be  found  in  the  appended  report  of  Capt.  0.  L.  MoCawley,  quartermaster  of 
the  battalion,  and  to  state  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  battalion  when  asked 
by  me  by  telegraph,  shortly  before  the  battalion  sailed,  if  he  had  any  request  or 
suggestions  to  make,  replied,  "None."  It  was  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  hear, 
as  1  did,  officers  on  duty  with  the  troops  at  camps  Long  and  Heywood  express  their 
satisfaction  at  the  care  and  thoroughness  shown  in  equipping  the  battalion  for  the 
field.  These  officers  spoke  in  terms  of  high  praise  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
quartermaster  of  the  battalion  discharged  his  various  and  arduous  duties. 

The  report  of  Capt.  C.  L.  McCawley  shows  that  while  the  batallion  was  in  Cuba 
its  needs  were  promptly  and  satisfactorily  met  with  respect  to  arms,  ammunition, 
rations,  clothing,  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage.  The  fact  that  not  a  single  man 
was  lost,  except  on  account  of  wounds  received  in  battle,  and  that  the  command, 
both  officers  and  men,  returned  in  excellent  health,  is  conclusive  proof  that  marked 
zeal  and  good  judgment  were  shown  by  the  officer  in  command,  the  company  officers, 
and  those  ofthe  staff  in  the  discharge  of  tlieir  several  and  important  duties.  The  report 
of  Captain  McCawley  concerning  the  arms,  clothing,  transportation,  rations,  boiled 
water,  etc.,  used  by  the  batallion  is  of  interest. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  here  that  the  marines  in  Cuba  were  provided  with  light- 
weight woolen  underwear,  and  that  to  this  fact,  in  part  at  least,  may  be  attributed 
the  good  health  of  the  command  during  the  rainy  season  of  the  year  in  a  tropical 
climate.  It  may  also  be  said  that  the  comfort  of  the  men  was  greatly  enhanced  by 
the  issue  of  linen  campaign  suits,  which  were  procured  with  your  authority.  The 
chief  purpose  of  these  suits  was  to  afford  the  men  comfort,  and  the  garments,  being 
light  in  weight  and  of  strong  texture,  fully  met  that  purpose.  For  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  Corps  campaign  hats  were  adopted  as  uniform  and  were  issued  to 
the  battalion.    The  command  was  provided  with  a  complete  outfit  of  tools,  imple- 
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menta,  and  all  equlpaae  required  for  the  field.  Even  wire  cutters,  to  he  used  against 
Spanish  field  entanglemontB,  were  supplied,  to  guard  against  emergencies. 

Since  assuming  the  duties  of  quartermaster  I  have  visited  all  tlie  posts  of  tlie 
Corps,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  at  Sitka,  Alaska,  and  the  new  station  at  Pen- 
sacola,  Fla.,  and  inspected  the  buildings  and  grounds  with  a  view  to  ascertaining 
the  conditions  and  requirements  thereat,  paying  particular  attention  to  the  ques- 
tions of  heating,  lighting,  and  plumbing,  the  arrangement  of  quarters,  the  messing 
facilities  of  the  men,  and  the  exterior  appearance  and  interior  conveniences  and 
comforts  of  barracks  and  quarters.  Improvements  have  been  made  in  various  officers' 
quarters,  repairs  more  or  less  important  ha^e  been  made  at  four  posts,  three  new 
buildings  have  been  erected  or  are  in  process  of  construction,  and  minor  repairs  have 
been  made  at  the  stations. 

At  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  one  set  of  officers'  quarters,  costing  $2,500,  has  been  con- 
structed under  contract.  These  quarters  were  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy 
in  June,  1898.  They  have  since  been  furnished.  This  building  is  of  frame,  two 
stories  high,  and  contains  eight  rooms  and  bath.  It  has  modern  plumbing,  includ- 
ing porcelain-lined  tub,  and  while  small  is  in  all  respects  a  comfortable,  neat-appear- 
ing building.  It  was  constructed  under  the  supervision  of  Civil  Engineer  George 
Mackay,  U.  S.  N.,  whose  zeal  and  good  judgment  have  been  much  appreciated  by 
the  undersigned. 

In  the  act  approved  March  3, 1897,  Congress  provided  $18,000  for  the  erection  of  one 
barracks,  one  set  of  officers'  quarters,  and  grading,  etc.,  the  parade  ground  at  the 
naval  station,  Bremerton,  Wash.  On  September  10,  1897,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
allotted  to  the  Marine  Corps  a  very  desirable  site  there.  Owing  to  a  misunderstand- 
ing on  the  part  of  bidders  considerable,  but  unavoidable,  delay  occurred  in  making 
contracts  to  erect  the  barracks  and  quarters,  and  not  until  January  20,  1898,  were 
contracts  formally  entered  into.  By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Civil 
Engineer  F.  O.  Maxson,  U.  S.  N.,  was  assigned  as  superintendent  of  the  construction 
work,  and  that  officer's  interest  and  skill  have  been  of  much  value  to  this  office. 
The  work  has  progressed  satisfactorily,  and  is  rapidly  nearing  completion.  It  is 
expected  that  the  barracks  and  quarters  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  early  this  fall. 
The  barracks  is  of  frame.  It  is  132  feet  9  inches  long,  28  feet  deep,  and  41  feet  high 
from  ground  to  tip  of  roof.  The  central  portion  is  two  stories  hi^h ;  the  side  wings 
and  a  rear  extension  are  one  story  high.  It  will  be  lighted  by  electricity  and  con- 
tain modern  appliances  for  heating  and  ventilating.  A  porch  extends  along  the 
entire  front  of  the  barracks.  The  building  will  comfortably  accommodate  130  men. 
The  officers'  quarters  are  also  of  frame,  the  design  being  colonial  in  type.  It  is  two 
stories  high,  with  an  attic,  and  contains  eight  fairly  large  rooms  and  reception  hall. 
It  will  be  lighted  by  electricity  and  have  furnace  heat.  The  plumbing  is  of  the  best. 
Altogether  it  will  be  one  of  the  most  comfortable  .'ind  attractive  of  quarters  provided 
for  officers  of  the  Corps.  All  the  stumping,  grading,  and  grubbing  for  the  parade 
ground  has  been  completed.  Sewer  pipes  have  been  laid  and  flagstaff,  fences,  and 
pavements  will  be  shortly  completed. 

Following  are  the  stations  at  which  repairs  have  been  made  under  special  author- 
ity of  Congress : 

Boston,  Mass. — ^An  additional  story,  which  affords  needed  increased  accommoda- 
tions for  the  men,  has  been  added  to  the  barracks,  at  a  cost  of  $3,100.  The  work  was 
well  and  promptly  done  under  contract.  An  incandescent  lighting  system  has  been 
installed  at  this  post,  in  both  barracks  and  quarters,  at  a  cost  of  $700. 

Nexo  York. — Extensive  repairs  on  the  barracks  and  officers'  quarters  have  been 
completed,  which  involved  an  expenditure  of  about  $10,000.  The  particular  repairs 
made  were  an  addition  to  the  men's  bath  house  and  the  placing  in  of  seven  modern 
porcelain-lined  bath  tubs,  painting  ontside  and  inside  of  barracks  and  officers' 
quarters,  laying  a  granolithic  pavement  under  the  arcade  of  the  barracks,  improv- 
ing the  walks  across  the  parade  ground,  strengthening  and  painting  the  iron  fence 
around  the  front  of  the  garrison,  putting  in  modern  plumbing  in  the  barracks  hos- 
pital, placing  porcelain-lined  bath  tubs  and  stationary  washstands  in  all  officers' 
bathrooms,  repapering  rooms  and  halls  in  the  same  quarters,  attaching  fire  escapes 
to  the  end  of  barracks  where  the  cells  are,  and  putting  in  ventilators  and  laying  a 
new  lloor  in  the  basement  of  officers'  quarters.  Sundry  and  minor  repairs  to  the 
barracks  and  quarters  were  also  made. 

Under  the  general  appropriation  "  Repair  of  barracks,''  granolithic  pavements  have 
been  laid  under  the  arcade,  approaches  thereto,  and  walks  through  and  around  the 
parade  ground  at  the  marine  barracks,  Washington,  D.  C. 

At  this  poet  and  at  that  of  the  navy-yard  here  it  is  proposed  to  install  electric 
lights  and  steam  or  hot- water  heating. 

At  all  other  posts  of  the  Corps  various  necessary  repairs  have  been  authorized  and 
completed. 

Generally  speaking,  the  condition  of  buildings  and  grounds  at  all  the  posts  is  good, 
and  the  commanding  officers  of  stations  display  commendable  pride  in  this  direction. 
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The  construction  of  one  set  of  officers'  quarters  at  Sitka,  Alaska,  authorized  by 
Congress  in  the  act  approved  June  10,  1896,  has  not  been  commenced,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  squatters  on  the  site  contested  the  right  of  the  Government  to  take  posses- 
sion thereof,  and  when  that  question  was  decided  unfavorably  to  the  squatters  their 
failure  to  remove  the  building  on  the  site  further  delayed  the  building  programme. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  office  will  soon  be  in  a  position  to  begin  this  work,  as  officers' 
quarters  at  that  post  are  very  much  needed.  A  contract  has  been  entered  into  for 
this  work.  i 

The  earthquake  of  last  spring  did  considerable  damage  to  the  barracks  and  offi- 
cers' quarters  at  Mare  Island,  California.  In  the  naval  appropriation  act,  approved 
May  4, 1898,  $5,425  was  provided  with  which  to  put  these  buildings  in  good  condition. 
The  work  of  repairs  and  improvements  has  been  commenced  and  will  be  pushed  to  an 
early  completion,  except  repairs  to  one  wing  of  the  barracks  which  is  now  occupied 
as  a  naval  hospital.  This  wing  will  be  repaired  when  suitable  quarters  for  the  sick 
are  provided  elsewhere. 

In  December  last  a  post  was  established  at  Pensaoola,  Fla.  The  commandant  of 
that  station.  Commander  Eeisinger,  by  authority  of  the  Navy  Department,  assigned 
for  use  as  a  barracks  a  substantial,  commodious  building  formerly  in  use  by  the 
construction  corps  of  the  Navy.  For  the  use  of  the  officer  commanding  marines  a 
house  inside  the  yard  was  assigned.  The  house  has  been  furnished.  Certain  altera- 
tions and  improvements  to  the  barracks  and  quarters  were  made  under  authority  of 
this  office,  and  both  buildings  have  been  reported  to  be  well  suited  to  the  purposes 
to  which  they  have  been  put. 

In  the  latter  part  of  June,  1898,  a  post  was  established  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  in  con- 
nection with  the  naval  base  at  that  station.  No  public  buildings  being  available  as 
a  barracks,  it  became  necessary  to  provide  temporary  quarters  for  a  guard  of  55 
men  and  3  officers.  A  private  building  was  rented  for  the  purpose,  and  all  other 
arrangements  essential  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  command  were  perfected. 
The  post  has  since  been  abandoned. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  marine  barracks  and  officers'  quarters  at 
Annapolis,  Md.,  were  torn  down  to  make  room  for  extensive  improvements  at  the 
Naval  Academy,  which  Congress  authorized  in  the  current  naval  appropriation  bill. 
All  the  public  property  belonging  to  this  department  which  was  deemed  of  sufficient 
value  to  preserve  was  stored  for  safe-keeping  in  the  available  building  designated 
by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Naval  Academy.  The  remainder  was  sold  at  public 
auction.  The  recommendation  that  an  appropriation  be  provided  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  barracks  and  quarters  at  the  Naval  Academy  has  been  submitted  with  the 
annual  estimates  for  the  next  "fiscal  year.     These  buildings  are  urgently  required. 

With  yoiir  authority  a  number  of  changes  of  more  or  less  importance  were  made 
in  the  articles  of  clothing  issued  to  enlisted  men.  The  canton-flannel  drawers  and 
the  stiff,  flat-knitted  undershirt  were  abolished.  As  substitutes,  drawers  and  shirts 
of  the  elastic-ribbed  type  were  adopted.  In  addition  to  the  usual  heavy-weight  gar- 
ments, light-weight  drawers  and  undershirts  suitable  for  wear  in  warm  weather  are 
now  issued  by  the  assistant  quartermaster  at  Philadelphia.  Exceedingly  favorable 
reports  have  been  received  from  officers  of  the  Corps  in  relation  to  this  type  of  under- 
wear, the  light-weight  garments  being  regarded  as  particularly  essential  to  the  com- 
fort of  the  men  in  the  Tropics.  The  new  underwear  is  undoubtedly  a  decided  improve- 
ment over  the  canton-flannel  drawers  and  old  pattern  undershirt. 

The  procurement  of  campaign  suits  and  campaign  hats  has  been  alluded  to,  and  is 
referred  to  in  the  report  of  Captain  McCawley. 

New  arctic  shoes  have  been  adopted  and  will  be  delivered  during  the  present  fiscal 
year  under  contract.  They  are  much  better  as  to  quality,  durability,  and  appear- 
ance than  those  heretofore  issued.  The  new  pattern  is  known  as  the  dull-finish 
coasting-sole  snow-excluders.  They  are  made  of  pure  Para  rubber  ana  are  finished 
outside  with  first-quality  cashmerette  and  inside  with  black  fleece  w  ol. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  modification  made  in  clothing  were  changes  directed 
in  the  leather  shoes.  For  years  this  department  has  endeavored  to  obtain  for  issue 
shoes  which  would  meet  practical  requirements,  be  comfortable  and  durable,  and 
present  a  neat  rather  than  a  clumsy  appearance.  In  the  shoes  now  being  issued  it  is 
believed  that  footwear  has  been  provided  which  will  prove  entirely  satisfactory  in 
all  these  respects.  The  shoes  adopted  as  standards  are  similar  to  those  in  use  in  the 
Army,  which  numerous  official  reports  to  the  Quartermaster-General  state  are  fully 
np  to  all  expectations.    The  shoes  are  made  of  calfskin  and  have  hand-sewed  bottoms. 

The  new  rubber  boots  are  of  better  quality  than  those  heretofore  procured.  Tbey 
are  made  of  dull-finish  pure  Para  rubber  and  have  tap  soles.  The  heel  of  the  boot  is 
cemented  and  nailed  on,  each  heel  having  three  nails;  the  average  weight  per  pair 
is  4  pounds. 

The  rubber  coats  now  issued  are  of  dull  finish,  and  are  made  with  flies  38|  inches 
in  length  and  4  inches  in  width  at  the  top  and  3  inches  in  width  at  the  lowest  buckle. 
The  flies  have  four  automatic  buckles,  riveted  on  tabs.    Half  of  each  buckle  is  ou 
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tlie  outside  piece  of  each  fly  and  the  other  lialf  set  back  onjeft-hand  side  of  the  front, 
a  distance  of  3^  inches  from  the  edge,  thus  making  the  coat  as  water-tight  in  front 
as  at  any  other  point. 

Hereafter  the  scarlet  flannel  lining  of  overcoats  will  extend  to  the  bottom  of  the 
coats. 

Two  additional  sizes  of  tunics  and  undress  coats,  sizes  2J  and  3i,  are  now  made 
with  the  expectation  of  obtaining  a  better  fitting  garment.  Another  modification  is 
to  have  what  may  be  called  long  and  short  measurements  for  tunics,  undress  coats, 
and  trousers.  These  changes  mean  that  fourteen  sizes  of  tunics,  flannel  jackets,  and 
trousers,  instead  of  seven  sizes  of  the  two  first-named  garments,  and  five  sizes  of  the 
last-named  garment,  will  be  issued  in  the  future;  this  without  any  increase  in  the 
expenditures. 

No  o£9cial  complaints  from  any  source  were  received  by  this  office  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  as  to  the  character  and  q^uality  of  clothing  issued  to  the  enlisted  men. 
If  officers  have  fault  to  find  with  any  of  the  garments  issued,  they  have  neglected  to 
advise  this  office  of  the  fact.  The  utmost  care  is  observed  by  Capt.  T.  C.  Prince, 
assistant  quartermaster  in  charge  of  the  supply  depot  at  Philadelphia,  in  inspecting 
material  received  for  manufacture  into  clothing,  and  each  completed  garment  upon 
being  delivered  to  his  office  is  thoroughly  inspected  as  to  finish  by  the  head  cutter, 
John  McAllister,  whom  Captain  Prince  reports  as  being  particularly  zealous  and 
efficient  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

So  far  as  this  office  is  advised,  ration  contractors  are  faithfully  fulfilling  the  terms  , 
of  their  contracts,  the  supplies  being  of  good  quality  and  delivered  promptly.     The 
system  of  stopping  a  certain  number  of  rations  allowed  a  command  is  in  general  use 
throughout  the  Corps,  and  satisfactorily  meets  the  requirements. 

The  increase  in  the  strength  of  the  enlisted  force  of  the  Corps  makes  necessary  an 
addition  to  the  building  in  which  is  located  the  office  of  the  assistant  quartermaster 
at  Philadelphia,  in  order  that  the  required  larger  quantity  of  material  for  clothing, 
manufactured  garments,  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage  may  be  accommodated. 
The  owner  of  the  building  will  put  on  the  present  building  an  addition  four  stories 
high,  which  ■vfrill  afford  the  greater  storage  space  needed,  at  an  increased  annual  rental 
of  $1,300,  which  is  a  fair  charge.  The  building  is  also  to  have  an  electric  elevator. 
I  have  inserted  this  amount  in  the  estimates  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 

A  new  standard  bedstead  has  been  adopted  for  the  use  of  the  enlisted  men.  It  is 
of  iron,  and  is  far  superior  to  the  old-style  bedstead  upon  which  was  placed  woven- 
wire  bottoms  with  wooden  framework.  The  material  and  workmanship  of  the  new 
bedsteads  are  of  the  best.  The  bottom  is  of  woven  wire  made  from  No.  21  nickeled 
steel.  The  weave' is  close,  and  extra  strengthening  cables  rnn  through  it.  The  bot- 
tom forms  a  part  of  the  bedstead,  its  side  bars  fitting  into  the  head  and  foot  pieces. 
The  iron  is  covered  with  lacquered  bronze. 

In  addition  to  the  articles  of  camp  and  garrison  equipage  heretofore  issued,  the 
following  can  now  be  obtained  upon  requisition  on  the  assistant  quartermaster  at 
Philadelphia:  Flag  halyards,  G.  &  S.;  flag  halyards,  recruiting;  extra  blades  for 
meat  saws,  butchers'  steels,  flour  sifters,  dustpans,  cocoa  mats,  coals  cuttles,  mops, 
mop  handles,  funnels,  handirons,  leg  irons,  roasting  pane  (18),  roasting  pans  (24). 

A  telegraph  instrument  was  introduced  into  this  office  about  the  time  that  war 
was  declared  with  Spain,  and  has  proven  most  convenient  and  useful  in  the  trans- 
action of  official  business,  connected  with  the  procurement,  shipment,  etc.,  of  stores 
and  supplies.  The  chief  clerk  of  the  office,  Mr.  W.  W.  Trail,  besides  being  a  stenog- 
rapher and  typewriter,  is  an  experienced  telegraph  operator,  and  the  Government 
was  therefore  put  to  no  expense  on  account  of  salary  in  sending  and  receiving  mes- 
sages. Mr.  Trail  has  shown  notable  skill  and  zeal  as  an  operator.  Prior  to  the 
sailing  of  the  battalion  for  Cuba  and  shortly  thereafter,  when  tlie  work  of  the  office 
was  exceedingly  heavy,  he  was  at  his  desk  all  day  and  late  each  night  discharging 
his  regular  duties  and  those  of  telegraph  operator. 

I  beg  permission  to  say  here  that  the  force  of  this  office,  both  clerks  and  enlisted 
men  detailed  as  clerks,  has  shown  special  ability  and  zeal  in  the  performance  of  its 
duties.  During  the  unusually  busy  days  and  nights  referred  to,  the  force  worked 
with  willingness,  promptness,  and  accuracy,  which  won  my  praise,  and  rendered  me 
valuable  assistance. 

There  has  also  been  installed  at  these  headquarters  a  telephone,  which  has  been 
found  very  convenient  and  useful  in  sending  and  receiving  official  messages. 

Electric  lights  have  also  been  introduced  at  these  headquarters,  being  necessary 
to  enable  the  officers  and  clerks  here  to  attend  to  business  at  night. 

It  is  a  duty — it  is  a  pleasure — to  inform  you  that  praise  is  due  Capt.  T.  C.  Prince, 
assistant  quartermaster  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  clerks  and  enlisted  men  serving  as 
clerks  in  his  office,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  and  they  have  performed  their 
respective  duties.  When  orders  to  equip  the  first  battalion  for  field  service  were 
received  by  this  office,  they  were  communicated  by  wire  to  Ciiptain  Prince.  Owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  usual  appropriations  are  limited,  many  stores  and  supplies 
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needed  by  the  'battalion  were  not  on  hand  at  Philadelphia  for  Issue.  Under  instruc- 
tions from  this  office  to  procure  such  necessities  with  the  greatest  dispatch  and  for- 
ward them  to  the  transport  which  was  to  convey  the  battalion  to  Cuba,  Captain 
Prince  displayed  zeal  and  good  judgment,  which  merited  my  hearty  approbation. 
Previously  to  this  period,  as  well  as  subsequently  thereto,  that  officer  has  shown 
energy  and  ability  of  a  high  order.  His  office  has  met  the  requirements  of  the  Corps 
ashore  and  afloat  in  an  entirely  satisfactory  manner,  in  filling  requisitions  for  cloth- 
ing and  camp  and  garrison  equipage. 

1  have  also  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  intelligence,  zeal,  and  fidelity  shown  by 
Capt.  C.  L.  McCawley,  assistant  quartermaster,  in  the  performance  of  his  regular 
duties  at  these  headquarters,  but  particularly  in  discharging  the  duties  of  quarter- 
master of  the  first  battalion  previously  to  its  sailing  for  Cuba,  during  its  encamp- 
ment at  Key  West,  in  the  field  in  Cuba,  while  on  board  ship,  and  while  at  Camp 
Heywood.  The  conduct  of  Captain  McCawley  in  the  execution  of  his  varied  and 
important  duties  has  been  highly  commendable.  The  fact  that  he  has  been  recom- 
mended by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  first  battalion  for  the  brevet  oi  a  major 
for  gallant  conduct  and  meritorious  services  at  Guantanamo,  Cuba,  is  proof  of  his 
soldierly  qualities. 

Attached  hereto  are  schedule  of  proposals  received  for  supplying  the  Corps  with 
rations  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1899,  schedule  of  proposals  received  for  supply- 
ing wood  and  coal,  and  statements  of  accepted  proposals  for  supplying  forage,  ice, 
stationery  supplies,  and  laundry  service. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  clerical  work  performed  during  the  year:  Letters 
andindorsements  written,  5,772;  letters  received,  4,523;  checiss  written,  4,818 ;  check 
letters  written,  875;  clothing  accounts  on  the  books  of  the  office  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year,  4,000;  clothing  accounts  settled,  520;  transportation  orders  written,  379; 
open  purchase  requisitions  received  and  acted  on,  677;  3,505  vouchers  were  received, 
examined,  and  settled,  involving  an  expenditure  of  $402,975.54.  The  purchase  of 
the  annual  supplies,  fuel,  forage,  laundry  services,  rations,  etc.,  involved  the  prepa- 
ration of  95  contracts.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  numerous  reports  of  boards 
of  survey,  monthly  and  quarterly  returns  of  arms,  accouterments,  ordnance  stores, 
clothing,  and  public  property  are  received  from  all  posts  of  the  Corps  and  vessels 
of  the  Navy  carrying  marine  guards.  These  reports  are  all  examined  and  audited, 
which  in  itself  involves  a  large  amount  of  work. 

To  comply  with  the  instructions  of  the  Treasury  Department  in  preparing  quarterly 
returns  for  the  Auditor  for  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  necessary  that  every  voucher 
received  in  this  office  and  paid  should  have  attached  to  it  proper  authority  for  the 
expenditure  and  all  papers  that  pertain  to  the  accounts.  They  are  entered  consecu- 
tively in  an  abstract  of  payments,  giving  the  name  of  the  party  in  whose  favor  the 
voucher  is  made,  the  amount,  and  the  nature  of  the  purchase. 

I  have  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  an  additional  assistant  quartermaster 
Is  urgently  needed,  and  to  request  that  a  recommendation  be  made  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  looking  to  the  authorization  by  Congress  of  the  appointment  of  such  an 
officer.  The  presence  of  an  assistant  quartermaster  at  San  Francisco  has  become  a 
public  necessity,  for  the  reason  that  the  Pacific  station  has  grown  in  importance,  as 
shipments  of  stores  and  supplies  to  and  from  the  Chinese  station  are  made  through 
San  Francisco,  as  upon  the  Hawaiian  Islands  a  naval  station  and  Marine  Corps  postof 
more  or  less  importance  will  in  all  likelihood  soon  be  established,  and  as  the  proba- 
bilities point  to  a  naval  base  in  the  Pliilippine  Islands.  At  present  the  duties  of  an 
assistant  quartermaster  at  San  Francisco  are  performed  by  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  marine  barracks.  Mare  Island,  California.  This  imposes  on  that  officer  much 
extra  work  of  a  special  or  technical  character,  the  discharge  of  which  must  interfere 
with  the  performance  of  his  legitimate  duties.  lu  my  judgment,  it  is  impracticable 
to  detail  either  the  assistant  quartermaster  now  serving  at  Philadelphia  or  the  assist- 
ant quartermaster  at  these  headquarters  to  duty  at  San  Francisco.  The  supply 
depot  at  Philadelphia  is  a  necessity  and  must  be  in  charge  of  an  officer  of  this 
department.  Equally  important  is  the  presence  here  of  an  assistant  quartermaster  to 
procureanddistribute  military  stores andsupplies,  stationery,  books  ;ind  blanks,  and 
to  purchase  necessities  for  the  offices,  headquarters,  and  the  quarters  o/the  Colonel 
Commandant,  the  marine  barracks  at  headquarters,  and  the  marine  barracks  at  the 
navy-yard  here.  The  assistant  quartermaster  at  headquarters  performs  the  duties 
of  the  quartermaster  in  the  absence  from  headquarters  of  the  latter  officer.  The 
assistant  qnartermasterstationed  at  Philadelphia,  in  addition  to  his  regular  duties, 
is  the  purchasing  officer  for  the  marine  barracks.  League  Isl md,  Pennsylvania.  This 
system  was  recently  established  by  your  direction.  Under  its  working  economy  in 
the  public  expenditures  has  resulted.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  same  result  would 
follow  in  case  an  additional  assistant  quartermaster  was  appointed  and  stationed  at 
San  Francisco. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  the  inspector  of  buildings 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  concerning  the  condition  of  the  buuding  occupied  by 
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the  offices  at  these  headquarters.  In  his  report  on  the  subject,  dated  Octol)er22, 
1897,  the  inspector  of  buildings  states,  after  referring  in  detail  to  the  defects  of  the 
building:  "In  conclusion,  it  cannot  be  expressed  in  too  strong  language  the  dan- 
gerous condition  of  this  building ;  first,  from  faulty  construction ;  second,  from  over- 
loading of  floors  or  roof;  third,  from  fire;  fourth,  and  most  important,  from 
collapse." 

"As  to  collapse,"  the  report  concludes,  "in  case  of  storm  or  sudden  vibration,  the 
building  is  likely  to  immediately  collapse,  and  is  therefore  dangerous  to  life  and 
limb."  Since  this  report  was  made  the  chimney  flues  have  been  lined  with  galvan- 
ized iron  tubes  and  the  floor  beams  and  other  particularly  weak  or  dangerous  parts 
of  the  building  have  been  repaired  more  or  less  to  guard  against  collapse.  No  repairs 
and  improvements  will  make  the  building  safe,  however,  and  the  suggestion  is  sub- 
mitted that  at  an  early  date  a  recommendation  be  made  that  Congress  appropriate 
$30,000  for  the  erection  here  of  a  suitable  fireproof  structure.  The  present  building 
is  of  frame,  and  affords  little  or  no  protection  in  case  of  fire  against  loss  or  damage 
to  the  valuable  public  records  stored  therein. 

It  is  further  suggested  that  in  the  near  future  substantial  barracks  should  be 
erected  at  the  navy-yard.  League  Island,  Pa.,  and  that  three  sets  of  officers' quarters 
be  constructed  at  the  navy-yard,  Norfolk,  Va.  If  the  Corps  is  maintained  at  its 
present  strength  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  an  additional  story  to  the  marine  bar- 
racks, Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  as  the  accommodations  now  provided  at  that  station  are 
not  more  than  sufficient  for  the  small  command  usually  stationed  there. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  L.  Denny, 
Major  and  Quartermaster. 

The  Colonel  Commandant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Headquarters,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Marine  Corps, 
Depot  of  Supplies,  Assistant  Quartermaster's  Office, 

1100  South  Broad  street,  Philadelphia,  September  1, 1898. 

Sir  :  On  July  1,  1897,  at  which  time  the  present  incumbent  assumed  charge  of  this 
office,  there  was  a  very  limited  quantity  of  material  and  finished  clothing  on  hand. 
Since  that  date  itie  work  of  manufacture  has  gone  steadily  on,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
fiscal  year  a  goo<l  supply  of  both  clothing  and  material  was  on  hand. 

I  inclose  tables  showing  the  amount  of  clothing  and  material  on  hand  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  the  amount  manufactured,  the  amount  issued  to  the  service,  and 
the  amount  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year.    Tables  marked  A,  B,  C,  and  D. 

During  the  year  all  requisitions  were  filled  as  fully  and  as  rapidly  as  the  amount 
of  clothing  and  equipage  on  hand  would  permit,  and  the  shipments  consisted  of  992 
boxes,  136  bales,  109  barrels,  1,086  bundles  or  packages,  the  aggregate  weight  of 
which  amounted  to  258,042  pounds.  The  number  and  weightof  articles  received  are 
not  kept,  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  weights  are  in  excess  of  that  sent  out,  as  there  is 
a  certain  amount  of  loss  by  scraps  in  cutting.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  at  least 
500,000  pounds  of  material  and  stores  were  handled  by  the  working  force,  leaving 
out  the  necessary  handling  of  the  goods  in  the  office,  which  would  amount  to  as 
much  more.  The  fact  that  this  work  was  done  is  sufficient  proof  of  the  efficiency  of 
the  working  force  of  the  office,  the  actual  handling  being  done  by  four  men.  It  was 
not  possible  to  do  this  work  in  the  regular  hours,  but  it  was  found  necessary  to  keep 
the  men  overtime  and  to  have  them,  in  some  instances,  to  work  all  night  and  on 
Sundays.  No  record  of  this  extra  work  was  preserved,  the  men  being  kept  at  the 
work  until  it  was  finished.    The  work  was  done  willingly  and  well. 

I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  efficient  work  of  the  cutters,  under  charge  of  Mr. 
John  McAllister,  and,  as  an  instance  of  quick,  good  work,  will  cite  the  issue  of  the 
campaign  suits.  The  first  delivery  of  the  material  was  on  May  18,  1898.  The  first 
issue  of  the  finished  suits  was  made  to  Captain  McCawley  on  May  27,  1898,  the  2,000 
garments  having  been  cut  by  the  three  cutters  then  employed,  sent  to  the  operatives, 
and  received  back  and  packed  for  shipment  in  less  than  the  ten  days.  The  work  of  the 
cutters  and  the  head  cutter  both  before  and  since  has  been  of  an  equally  high  order. 
In  this  connection  I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  one  feature  of  the  work  which 
might  be  overlooked;  that  is,  the  cutting  of  garments  to  special  measure.  Each  of 
these  must  be  cut  separately,  while  the  regular  sizes  are  out  in  layers  of  from  four  in 
the  case  of  overcoats,  trousers,  and  tunics  to  ten  in  the  case  of  linen.  Thus  the  work 
of  cutting  special  sizes  represents  an  extra  amount  of  work.  This  work  is  all  done  by 
the  chief  cutter,  and  during  the  last  fiscal  year  389  special  garments  were  cut  for  the 
Corps  and  70  for  the  naval  bands.  With  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  Spain  the 
work  of  that  department  was  greatly  increased,  and  it  was  necessary  to  employ  extra 
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cutters,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  six  were  employed  in  addition  to  the  chief 
cutter.  There  were  employed  by  this  office  about  one  hundred  operatives  before  the 
war,  and  since  that  time  the  number  has  been  increased  to  about  four  hundred,  pref- 
erence being  given  to  the  wives,  widows,  and  children  of  soldiers,  sailors,  and 
marines. 

In  regard  to  the  work  of  the  clerical  force,  in  addition  to  the  routine  wort  of  the 
office,  keeping  accounts  and  making  up  vouchers  for  the  29  contractors,  etc.,  there 
were  written  3,265  letters,  530  invoices  were  made  out  in  triplicate,  and  302  vouch- 
ers in  quadruplicate.  The  work  compelled  the  clerical  force  to  work  till  late  at 
night,  and  very  frequently  all  day  Sundays,  that  the  work  of  the  office  might  be 
kept  up  to  date.  There  has  scarcely  been  a  day  during  the  year  when  the  work  was 
finislied  in  the  regular  hours.  As  each  shipment  must  be  accompanied  by  express 
or  freight  receipts,  in  duplicate,  it  brings  the  grand  total  of  documents  from  this 
office  to  about  8,000.  Since  the  8th  of  April  last  the  purchase  of  stores  for  the 
marine  barracks  at  League  Island  has  been  made  through  this  office,  as  the  com- 
manding officer  of  that  post  complained  that  he  was  unable  to  get  replies  to  his 
proposals.  If  the  prices  heretofore  paid  for  stores  for  that  post  can  be  judged  from 
the  prices  as  estimated  by  the  commanding  officer,  this  transfer  has  resulted  in  a 
considerable  saving  to  the  Government. 

That  a  great  increase  in  the  work  of  this  office  has  taken  place  may  be  seen  by  a 
reference  to  the  operatives'  pay  rolls,  which  show  an  increased  expenditure  of  about 
one-half  over  that  of  previous  years. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  C.  Pkincb, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

The  QUAETEEMASTEK  UUITBD   STATES  MAEINB   COBPS, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


A. — Goods  for  manufaoturing  purposes  on  hand  July  1,  1897,  received,  expended  in  the 
manufacture  of  clothing  during  the  year,  and  balance  on  hand  June  30, 1898,  at  assistan  t 
quartermaster's  office,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Articles. 


On  hand 

July  1, 

1897. 


Heceived 
during 

year  end- 
ed June 
30, 1898. 


Total. 


Expend- 
ed in 
manufac- 
turing of 
clothing 
during 
year. 


Balance 

on  hand 

Jane  80, 

1898. 


I  sky-blue  kersey 

I  dark-blue  coat  cloth 

I  scarlet  cloth 

1  scarlet  flannel 

2  scarlet  facing  cloth 

I  dark-blue  flannel  for  jackets  . .  - 

I  dark-blue  flannel  for  shirts 

zli-ounoe  white  linen 

Canton  flannel,  30  inches  ■wide  . . . 
Cotton  ticking,  36  inches  wide  ... 

J  unbleached  drilling 

Unbleached  muslin,  1  yard  wide  . 

J  white  lining  (jean) 

I  drab  lining  (jean) 

t  padding 
ilesia,  black,  1  yard  wide 

S  Italian  cloth 

I  white  cloth 

Light  canvas,  24  inches  wide 

Heavy  canvas,  24  inches  wide 

Linen  baling  cloth 

"Wadding 

Tape 

Mohair  braid 

Yellow  silk  lace,  J- inch 

"Worsted  lace,  ^-inch 

Tellow  worsted  lace,  ^-inch 

Leather,  black 

"White-metal  corps  devices 

Hooks  and  eyes,  large 

Hooks  and  eyes,  small 

Coat  buttons 

Jacket  buttons,  28  lignes 

Jacket  buttons,  26  lignes 

Vest  buttons 


-yards-. 

...do 

...do---. 
...do.... 
..-do..., 
...do.... 
...do.... 
...do..., 
...do..., 
...do... 
...do... 
--.do.-, 
.-.do.-. 
...do--- 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 


.  ..rolls. 
..yards. 
...do.-- 
...do... 
...do... 


-pieces. 
, -.pairs - 
..gross. 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 


479 

67 

108 

517 

80 

176 

892 

1,830 

146 

475 

879 

160 
310 


166 
193 
8,614 
122 
136 
918 
199 


20, 888 
3,043 
67 
6.697 
'266 
25, 046 
15, 769 
10, 137 
17, 120 


9,009 
1,066 
6,415 

14, 970 

389 

3,259 

7,331 

8 

12,  257 
1,270 


800 

250 

5,290 

613 

189 

1,317 

40 

90 

90 

253 

783 

123 

415 


21, 317 

3,100 

175 

7,214 

295 

25, 221 

16,  661 

11,  967 

17, 266 

476 

9,888 

1,066 

9,226 

15, 120 

699 

3.628 

7,331 

12 

12, 257 

1,436 

193 

8,614 


6,208 
812 
189 

1,317 
49 
100 
100 
295 
820 
142 
426 


17,  466 

1,742 

94 

3,752 

295 

10,342 

11,  710 

11, 967 

17,  266 

265 

8,107 

563 

4,670 

15, 120 

425 

2,249 

4,446 

6 

7,063 

1,436 

19 

3,848 

795 

108 

5,693 

684 

38 

1,126 

49 

95 

59 

241 

763 

130 

397 


3,851 

1,358 

81 

8,462 


14,  879 
4,951 


210 
1,781 

603 
4,556 


274 

1,879 

2,885 

7 

5,194 


174 
4,771 
127 
278 
615 
128 
151 
191 


5 
41 
54 
67 
12 
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A- — Goods  for  manufaoturing  purposes  on  hand  July  1,  1897,  etc. — Continued. 


Articles. 


Small  buttons  (for  fahirts) ...groas. 

Troosora  buttons  and  eyelets,  large  size do 

Trousers  buttons  and  eyelets,  sm^l  size do. . . 

White  bone  buttons  (for  trousers),  large do. . . 

White  bone  buttons  (for  trousers),  small do. . . 

Trousers  buckles do. . . 

Sewing  Bilk  (50-yard) spools. 

Twist  (10  yards  each)  ...^ quills. 

Basting  cotton  (200-yard) spools . 

Thread,  black oun  ces . 

Thread,  white do... 

Cotton,  6-cord,  No.  30 spools. 

Unbleached  muslin  for  pillowcases yards. 

Unbleached  muslin  for  bed  sheets do... 

Brown  linen  duck,  27.inGh do... 

Metal  toggles gross. 

NaTv  buttons : 

Coat,  351ignes do... 

Jacket,  28  lignes do... 

Jacket,  25  lignes do.  .. 

Vest,  23  lignes do.  -  - 

I  kersey,  fine  quality yards. 

Suspender  buttons gross. 

Fly  buttons do... 


On  band 

July  1, 

1897. 


32 
79 

227 
92 

110 


491 
816 
112 
507 
1,944 


Received 
during 

year  end. 
ed  June 
30, 1898. 


334 

520 

395 

400 

266 

180 

13,  887 

3,388 

5,160 

448 

672 

49,  341 

3,020 

8,827 

71, 882 

517 


732 
636 


342 

552 

474 

627 

358 

296 

13,  867 

4,379 

5,976 

560 

1,179 

61,286 

3,020 

8,827 

71,  882 

528 

15 
15 
10 
9 
39 
732 


Expend- 
ed in 
manufac- 
turing of 
clothing 
during 
year. 


299 

-484 

421 

257 

213 

128 

13, 496 

4,379 

3,810 

660 

952 

24, 121 

2,006 

6,133 

27,680 

455 

2 
2 


3 
215 

134 


Balance 

on  hand 

June  30, 

1898. 


43 
63 
53 
370 
145 
171 
371 


2,166 


227 

27,164 

1,014 

2,694 

44, 202 

73 

13 
13 
10 
6 

36 

517 
502 


T.  C.  Prince, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  United  States  Marine  Corps. 

B. — Equipage  received  from  contractors,  or  manufactured  hy  quartermaster's  department. 
United  States  Marine  Corps,  issued  and  expended  and  on  hand  year  ending  June  SO,  189S. 


Re- 

Re- 

ceived 

Issued 

On 
hand 

ceived 

Issued 

On 

from 

and 

from 

and 

tract. 

pended 

end. 

tract- 

pended 

end- 

Articles. 

ors 

year 

Articles. 

ors 

year 

year 

ending 

year 

ending 

ing 
June 

30, 
1898. 

-, 

ending 

June 

ending 

June 

June 
30, 

30, 
1898. 

1898. 

June 
30, 

1898. 

1898. 

1898. 

120 

138 

36 

192 

197 

63 

Brooms : 

Barrack 

300 

335 

186 

Carpet,  No.  2 

1,200 
624 

1,208 
S6 

671 
600 

Arm              

3 

8 

120 

96 
174 

62 
403 

Gofiee  mills..  . 

13 
132 

19 
66 

7 

Whisk 

Can  openers 

88 

61 

Cleavers 

36 

26 

24 

Bnnk  bottoms,  wo  ven-wire . . 

225 

Cups: 

a  50 

50 

2,040 
1  220 

1,965 

440 

Tin. 

1,217 
57 

3 

66 

85 

144 

87 

36 

27 

16 

Dusters,  painter's 

24 

17 

38 

Ex. ex. paint  §..-....... 

24 

39 

16 

Dishes: 

36 

32 
17 
18 

24 
103 
106 

Vegetable 

94 
44 
2 

285 

Pickle 

60 
2 

56 

Camp  kettles,galvanized  iron 
Mags: 

Post 

72 

42 

30 

240 

627 

168 

10 

21 

Whitewash,  No.  10 

Whitewash,  No.  12 

56 

57 

4 

6 

32 

5 

66 

62 

10 

Flag  halyards,  garrison  and 

6 

post ,  ... 

24 

35 

5 

30 

26 

5 

Forks : 

1,269 

1,068 

796 

48 

30 

18 

26 

I'll 
42 

Meat  .;. 

60 
144 

18 
1,129 

42 

Table 

118 

Brush  handles,  14-foot 

45 

Graters 

24 

24 
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B. — Equipage  received  from  contractors,  or  manufactured  hi/  guariermaster's  department, 
,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  ete.— Continued. 


Re- 

Ee- 

ceived 

Issued 

ceived 

Issued 

On 

from 

and 

On 

from 

and 

con- 

ex- 

tract- 

pended 

year 

tract- 

pended 

Articles. 

ors 

year 

ending 

Articles, 

ors 

year 

ing 

year 

eridinp; 

June 

year 

ending 

ending 

June 

30, 

ending 

June 

30, 
1898. 

June 

30, 

1898. 

June 

30, 

30, 

1898. 

30, 

1898. 

1898. 

1898. 

y 

240 

99 

141 

Pillowcases,  ticking 

a  15 

50 

120 

108 

76 

60 

25 

35 

Crasli  for  towels,  yards 

30 

86 

102 

12 

Sirup 

60 

22 

98 

Hand 

42 

32 

10 

60 

37 

23 

28 

84 

53 

31 

60 

CO 

4 

3 

1 

180 

£!iiives : 

Patent  beam 

12 

10 

2 

Bread 

48 

29 

20 

12 

10 

2 

28 

6 

6 

24 

18 

6 

Saab  tools  No.  6      

64 

45 

19 

48 

39 

14 

36 

40 

28 

.Table, 

192 

1, 100 

47 

6 

6 

116 

107 

9 

2,040 

1,401 

1,366 

24 

6 

Sbovela,  long  baudle 

Shovels,  short  handle 

120 

71 

49 

24 

25 

120 

114 

40 

12 

11 

3 

192 

176 

57 

360 

401 

50 

6 

6 

500 

536 

763 

o2,400 
24 

1,252 

1,694 

6 

6 

18 

6 

6 

6 

Sifters,  flour 

54 

19 

35 

6 

6 

Spoons: 

6 

6 

36 

27 

12 

48 

120 

130 

21 

Pans: 

Table 

890 

188 

Dish 

100 
64 

46 

54 
29 

Tea 

600 

667 

199 

58 

36 

28 

8 

62 

30 

22 

Boasting,  IS-inch 

12 

12 

Saltcellars 

360 

237 

18 

180 

72 

108 

12 

26 

16 

6 

U 

Tents,  complete: 

6 

6 



2 

Plates  ■ 

6 

6 

1,537 

1,484 

58 

1,477 

543 

84 

Shelter 

600 

150 

1,019 

600 

150 

1,302 

Wall 

601 

209 

Tin   

20 

20 

"Wire,  steel,  coila 

4 

3 

322 

260 

62 

40 

40 

Pepperboxes 

Pilowcases,  muslin 

320 

197 

180 

376 

376 

al,  900 

1,470 

430 

a  Manufactured  by  quartermaster's  department.  United  States  Marine  Corps,  yearendingJuneSO,  1898. 


T.  C.  Prince, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  United  States  Marine  Corps. 
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C — Clothing  received  from  contractors,  posts,    and  manufactured    hy  quartermaster's 
department,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  issued,  expended,  or  on  hand  year  ending  June 

30,1898. 


Manufac- 
tured by 
quarter- 
ID  aster's 
depart- 
ment 
from  July 
1. 1897,  to 
June  30, 
1898. 


Received 
from  con- 
tractors. 


Received 
from 
posts. 


Total  is- 
sues year 
ending 
June  30, 
1898. 


On  hand 

June  30, 

1898. 


Helmets : 

"White 

Black 

Suspenders 

Leggings 

Linen  coats,  hand  leader  — 
Undress  coats,  hand  leader . . 
Caps : 

Covers  (white) 

Covers  (hlack) 

Undress 

Muskrat 

•  Ornaments 

Goats : 

Foll-dresB,  or  tunics 

Linen 

Undress 

Overcoats 

Full-dress  (field  music)  . 

Grieves  (woolen) 

trioves  (cotton) 

Trousers : 

"Woolen — 

Sergeants' 

Welted 

Plain 

Linen 

Campaign 

Shirts: 

Flannel 

Under 

Drawers  (pairs) 

Socks  (pairs) : 

"Woolen 

Cotton 

Shoes,  hand-sewed  (pairs) . . 

Arctic  shoes  (pairs) 

Linen  collars 

Blankets 

Chevrons  t 

First  sergeants' 


Corporals' 

Service 

Sergeants'  stripes 

Shoulder  knots 

Helmets,  spare  parts  of: 

Brass  spikes 

Brass  bases 

Chain  chin  straps 

Side  buttons  (eye) 

Side  huttons  (hook) 

Devices 

Ventilators 

Band: 

Undress  caps 

Full-dress  coats 

Undress  coats 

Full-dress  trousers,  band  leader  . 

Woolen  trousers 

Enhher  hoots 

Euhber  coats 

Rubber  hats ■ 

Rubber  hlankets 

"White  chevrons: 

Sergeant-mgyors' 

Dimm  m^  ors' 

First  sergeants' 

Sergeants' 

Corporals' 

Overcoat,  hand  leader 

Ab.  98 87 


1,525 
1,426 
1,000 
2,533 


1,068 
5,731 
6,331 
1,698 
51 


976 

414 

7,553 

6,430 

3,864 

7,027 

'7,'945 


181 
486 
914 
1,578 
400 


6,601 

850 

7,000 


1,500 
14, 999 


6,774 


3,000 
10,  665 
10, 998 
933 
15, 995 

2,539 


800 

1,067 
667 
933 
934 
934 
267 
200 

78 


500 

738 

878 

1,250 


67 
200 
334 


56 
239 
41 
41 
263 


1,421 

901 

2,358 

990 

2 

1 

7,614 


6,298 

521 

5,887 

656 
6,614 
5,846 
1,647 
52 
913 
16, 327 


824 

881 

6,544 

5,606 

1,650 

6,678 
6,599 
7,975 

7,174 
13,  065 

8,613 

961 

16,244 

1,649 

180 
501 
848 
1,576 
308 
615 

810 
843 
736 


888 

444 

888 

334 

413 

S34 

35 

478 

93 

7 

5 

1 

33 

1 

259 

241 

538 

200 

434 

454 

1,255 
4 

2 

143 

10 

230 

101 

439 

89 

1 
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C. — Clothing  received  from  contractors,  posts,   and  manufactured  by   quartermaste}''s 
department,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  etc. — Continued. 


ManufaC' 
tured  by 
quarter- 
master's 
depart- 
ment 
from  J  uly 
1, 1897,  to 
Juoe  30, 


Received 
from  con- 
tractors. 


Received 
from 


Total  is- 
sues year 
ending 
June  30, 
1898. 


On  hand 

June  30, 

1898. 


Full-dress  coat,  band  leader 

Full-dress  coat,  second  leader 

S6rgeant-m£y  or  chevrons  (silk) 

Quartermaster-sergeant  chevrons  (silk ) 

Campaign  coats .^ 

Helmet  trimmings,  band  leader  (sets) 

Epaulets,  band  leader 

Aiguillettes,  band  leader 

Undress  cap,  band  leader,  gold  cord  and  ornament. 

Blankets  (war  period) 

Brass  letters 

Brass  figures 

TJnderBnirts,  light  weight 

Drawers,  light  weight 

Undershirts,  heavy  weight 

Drawers,  heavy  weight 


1 
1 
4 
4 
3,901 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1,100 

1,125 

235 

5,  259 

4,659 

2,812 

2,400 


1 

1 

2 

2 

1,650 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1,100 

1,125 

225 

1,005 

1,005 

4 

4 


2 

2 

2,251 


4,254 
3,664 
2,808 
2,396 


T.  C.  Prince, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  United  States  Marine  Corps. 


D.- 


-List  of  articles  manufactured  at  the  assistant  quartermaster's  office,    United  States 
Marine  Corps,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1898. 


Full-dress  tunics 1, 068 

Campaign  coats 3,  901 

Linen  coats 5,731 

Fatigue  jackets 6,331 

Overcoats 1,696 

Field  music  coats 51 

Sergeants'  trousers 976 

Welted  trousers 414= 

Plain  woolen  trousers 7, 553 

Linen  trousers 6,  IGO 

Campaign  trousers 3, 864 

Flannel  shirts 7,027 

Drawers 7,945 

Pillow  saAs 15 

liedsacksff 50 

Full-dress  band  coats 5 

Baud  jackets 33 


Full-dress  band  trousers - 4 

First  sergeants' chevrons 18L 

Sergeants'  chevrons 486 

Corporals'  chevrons 914 

Service  chevrons 1,  578 

Quartermaster-sergeants'  chevrons 4 

Sergeant-majors'  chevrons 4 

Pillowcases  .i - 500 

Sheets 2,400 

Sergeants'  stripes 400 


Band  leader's  full-dress  coat 

Band  leader's  undress  coat 

Band  leader's  overcoat 

Band  leader's  linen  coats 

Band  leader's  full-dress  trousers 
Second  leader's  full-dress  coat... 


Paid  out  to  operatives  for  tUe  manufacture  of  the  above,  $31,854.40. 

T.  C.  Pkikck, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  United  States  Marine  Corps. 


Camp  Hkywood,  Sbaveys  Island, 
Navy-Tard,  Portsmouth,  N.  B.,  September  S7, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
quartermaster's  department  of  this  battalion  since  the  organization  of  that  force: 
In  obedience  to  orders,  on  April  18, 1898, 1  proceeded  to  Brooklyn,  N,  Y.,  and  reported 
the  following  morning  to  Lieut.  Col.  Kobert  W.  Huntington,  United  States  Marine 
Corps,  for  duty  as  the  quartermaster  of  this  battalion.  The  battalion  was  organ- 
ized for  service  in  Cuba  under  the  direction  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Station,  and  iu  due  course  proceeded  by  transports  to  Guantanamo,  Cuba, 
where  the  command  had  active  service  against  the  enemy. 

Previously  to  my  departure  from  Washington,  and  before  I  had  reported  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Huntington,  you  had  procured  and  directed  the  shipment  to  the 
navy-yard,  Brooklyn,  for  theuse  of  the  battalion,  ammunition,  tents,  camp  equipage, 
and  clothing  necessary  for  the  comfort  and  efficiency  of  the  command.  Quantities 
of  these  stores  reached  Brooklyn  before  my  arrival  there.    The  expedition  shown  in 
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procuring  sucli  supplies  and  transporting  them  to  their  destination  ■vras  marked  and 
was  very  favorably  commented  on  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  battalion.  This 
should  also  be  said  with  regard  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  stores. 

At  first  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Navy  Department  to  have  the  battalion  sail  on 
April  20,  but  that  plan  was  found  impossible  of  execution  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  transport  Panther,  which  had  been  prepared  for  a  battalion  of  450  men,  could 
not  be  made  ready  for  an  increase  of  over  200  men  to  that  strength,  which  waa 
ordered  added  to  the  command.  The  battalion  actually  sailed  on  the  22d  of  April. 
The  delay  in  sailing  was  fortunate,  as  it  enabled  me  to  purchase  and  receive  some 
necessary  articles  which  in  the  great  haste  of  preparation  had  not  been  obtained. 
The  work  of  loading  the  supplies  on  the  Panther  began  on  the  morning  of  the  22d, 
the  work  continuing  throughout  the  day,  and  the  battalion  embarked  at  5  p.  m., 
amid  a  scene  of  marked  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  a  great  crowd  of  people  assem- 
bled at  the  Brooklyn  Navy-Yard.  The  Panther  sailed  at  8  p.  m.,  arriving  at  Fort 
Monroe  the  following  evening,  where  she  waited  until  the  morning  of  the  26th  for 
the  Montgomery,  which  vessel  convoyed  her  to  Key  West.  That  port  was  reached  on 
the  morning  of  the  30th.  There  the  Panther  anchored  to  await  instructions  from 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  North  Atlantic  Station. 

The  battalion  remained  at  Key  West  over  a  month.  While  there  I  purchased  a 
number  of  articles,  including  tent  floors,  deemed  necessary  by  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  battalion.  Excepting  the  tent  floors  the  purchases  were  of  trivial  articles,  as 
the  battalion  had  been  so  completely  and  efficiently  fitted  out  under  your  direction 
before  leaving  Brooklyn.  At  5  p.  m.,  May  23,  orders  were  received  for  the  battalion 
to  disembark  and  go  into  camp,  it  having  been  determilied  that  the  Panther  should 
tow  a  monitor  to  Havana.  The  commandant  of  the  naval  station  stated  that  he 
wished  to  put  the  marines  "  on  their  mettle"  and  that  the  command  and  all  of  its 
stores  must  be  out  of  the  ship  by  4  a.  m.,  of  the  following  morning.  These  orders 
necessitated  the  engaging  of  a  lighter,  teams,  and  wharfage,  also  a  storehouse  in 
which  to  place  the  stores.  These  were  promptly  secured  and  the  work  of  unloading 
the  ship  commenced.  By  dint  of  the  hardest  work  on  the  part  of  both  officers  and 
men  the  stores  were  finally  landed  and  the  battalion  disembarked  at  4  a.  m.  After 
this  night's  work  my  labor  began  afresh,  for  the  tents,  tent  floors,  cooking  outfits, 
and  all  required  equipage  had  to  be  transported  by  teams  to  our  camp,  which  was 
distant  about  2  miles  from  the  docks  upon  which  the  stores  were  landed.  I  com- 
pleted sending  these  stores  to  camp  and  placing  in  the  storehouse  those  not  required 
there  at  3  p.  m.  Upon  my  arrival  at  camp  I  found  all  the  tents  pitched,  floors  laid, 
latrines  dug,  supper  prepared,  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  camp  in  running  order. 

The  battalion  remained  in  camp  for  two  weeks,  and  the  experience  gained  thereby 
by  the  officers  and  men  was  most  valuable.  The  location  of  the  camp  was  not  all 
that  could  be  desired,  but  was  the  best  obtainable.  Cistern  water  had  to  be  hauled 
to  it  in  casks  from  the  town,  but,  this  water  not  being  good,  its  use  in  its  natural 
state  was  discontinued,  and  thereafter  it  was  only  used,  both  for  drinking  and 
cooking,  after  being  boiled. 

It  was  while  at  this  camp  that  there  arrived  campaign  suits  of  brown  linen,  which 
you  had  procured.  Their  issue  was  hailed  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  by  the 
officers  and  men,  who  had  been  sweltering  for  weeks  in  blue  uniforms  under  a  trop- 
ical sun.  The  entire  battalion  was  fitted  out,  including  the  officers,  who  were 
authorized  to  wear  these  suits,  and  the  appearance  of  the  men  in  this  comfortable, 
businesslike  uniform  excited  favorable  comments  from  Army  and  Navy  officers  who 
came  in  contact  with  the  battalion.  The  main  purpose  of  these  suits  being  to  afford 
comfort  to  the  men  serving  in  a  tropical  clime,  it  is  considered  that  they  fully  filled 
the  purpose,  and,  while  subsequent  service  in  Cuba  showed  that  the  color  of  the 
material  is  not  the  best  for  oompaigning,  they  were  of  decidedly  practical  benefit  to 
the  command.  I  shall  later  ask  permission  to  submit  a  design  for  a  campaign  suit 
which  will,  in  my  opinion,  meet  the  requirements  not  only  of  the  field,  but  as  a  work- 
ing suit  on  board  ship  and  in  barracks. 

A  quantity  of  the  new-style  shoes  was  received  while  the  battalion  was  in  camp 
at  Key  West.  About  the  same  time  an  invoice  of  light-weight  woolen  underwear 
also  arrived.  These  shoes  are  undoubtedly  the  best  the  Marine  Corps  has  ever  had. 
Such  is  the  expression  of  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the  battalion,  and  such  is  my 
judgment.  These  shoes  are  very  comfortable,  of  good  appearance,  and  they  wear 
exceedingly  well.  The  light-weight  underwear  was  a  boon  to  the  enlisted  men,  for 
they  were  wearing  the  heavy  knit  shirts  and  canton-flannel  drawers  which  for  years 
have  been  the  standard  of  the  Corps.  To  my  knowledge,  light-weight  underwear 
has  never  previously  been  issued  to  the  enlisted  men.  They  were  greatly  pleased 
with  the  lot  Issued  to  them  at  Key  West.  The  material  out  of  which  the  new  under- 
wear is  manufactured  is  of  such  superior  quality  to  anything  that  has  been  issued,  in 
the  past  that  it  was  at  first  thought  too  good  for  hard  field  service,  where  the  facili- 
ties for  washing  clothes  are  necessarily  limited,  but  the  men  appreciated  its  comfort 
and  that  it  could  be  easily  washed,  and  it  soon  became  very  popular.  Many  of  the 
officers  wore  the  underwear  and  spoke  in  praise  of  it. 
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Conformably  to  orders,  the  battalion  again  embarked  on  the  Panther  on  June  6 
and  sailed  the  following  day  to  join  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Station  at  Santiago,  Cuba.  This  port  was  reached  without  special  incident  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th  of  June.  Upon  reporting  to  the  commander  in  chief  the  battalion 
was  immediately  ordered  to  proceed  to  Guantanamo,  about  40  miles  to  the  eastward, 
there  to  be  landed  under  order  of  Commander  B.  H.  MoCalla,  U.  S.  N.,  commanding 
the  U.  S.  S.  Marilehead.  With  the  aid  of  all  the  boats  and  steam  cutters  of  the  ves- 
sels in  the  harbor,  foar  companies  and  most  of  the  equipage  were  landed  that  even- 
ing. Camp  was  promptly  pitched  in  a  place  previously  selected  on  the  top  of  a  hill 
where  stood  the  remains  of  a  Spanish  blockhouse,  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  the  ships 
before  the  battalion  landed,  and  outposts  were  established.  It  was  a  very  laborious 
task  carrying  the  tents,  tent  poles,  cooking  outfits,  ammunition,  intrenching  tools, 
etc.,  up  this  hill,  which  was  quite  steep,  and  when  night  fell  the  men  were  completely 
tired  out.  They  had  little  or  no  rest  that  night,  as  an  attack  by  the  Spanish  was 
expected,  they  having  been  heard  by  the  outposts  stealthily  moving  through  the 
paths  in  front  of  the  camp.  The  next  afternoon  the  enemy  did  make  an  attack  and 
continued  it  during  the  entire  night,  and  in  the  morning  it  became  necessary  to 
strike  the  tents  and  get  them  out  of  the  way  in  order  that  the  command  might 
intrench  itself.  This  was  completed  under  fire  in  an  orderly  manner,  and  the  whole 
camp  outfit  was  carried  over  the  hill  facing  the  harbor.  The  trenches  were  rapidly 
dug,  the  men  working  superbly.  Some  of  the  tents  had  to  be  used  as  breastworks 
in  places,  and  their  appearance  shows  the  eifeots  of  the  Spanish  fire,  they  in  some 
cases  being  riddled  with  bullets. 

For  several  days  and  nights  the  command  was  exposed  to  almost  incessant  firing, 
and  it  was  not  until  after  the  battle  of  Cuzco,  when  companies  C  and  D,  under  Cap- 
tain Elliott's  command,  drove  the  Spanish  away,  that  we  had  any  rest  at  all,  and 
even  then  it  was  several  days  before  we  felt  assured  that  there  was  to  be  freedom 
from  further  annoyance,  it  being  known  that  there  were  7,000  Spanish  troops  at 
Guantanamo,  only  15  miles  away.  For  about  ten  days  the  men  spent  all  their  time 
in  the  trenches,  which  from  day  to  day  were  perfected,  going  down  the  hill  for  meals 
by  detachments.  When  more  confident  of  not  being  further  attacked,  I  gradually 
brought  over  from  the  Panther  clothing  sufficient  to  meet  all  demands,  and  from 
time  to  time  made  requisitions  on  you  and  the  assistant  quartermaster  at  Philadel- 
phia for  such  articles  as  were  needed.  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  record  the 
fact  that  these  requisitions  were  always  filled  in  the  promptest  and  otherwise  satis- 
factory manner.  A  quantity  of  supplies  was  received  by  me  on  the  transport  Beso- 
lute,  which  reached  Guantanamo  June  21.  In  these  supplies  were  gray  felt  campaign 
hats,  which  were  required  and  which  proved  quite  comfortable,  undress  caps  being 
illy  adapted  to  service  in  a  tropical  climate.  A  few  days  after  her  arrival  the  JReso- 
lute  was  ordered  away,  and  it  became  necessary  to  send  ashore  all  stores  belonging 
to  the  battalion  and  to  place  in  tents  all  those  which  required  protection. 

Rations  for  the  enlisted  men  were  procured  from  the  Panther  and  Resolute  when 
present,  and  at  other  times  from  the  supply  ships  Celtic  and  Supply,  Usually  I 
received  a  ten  days'  issue.  The  rations  were  kept  in  a  rudely  constructed  store- 
house, which  served  to  protect  the  perishable  provisions  from  the  weather.  Fresh 
beef  and  vegetables  were  also  obtained  from  these  ships  to  serve  out  to  the  com- 
mand according  to  the  navy  allowance.  I  had  an  ice  house  made,  by  digging  a  hole 
in  the  sand  and  boarding  it  on  the  sides,  in  which  the  meat  was  kept,  and  this 
enabled  me  to  obtain  a  two  or  three  days'  issue  at  a  time.  We  received  ice  with 
each  issue  of  ftesh  beef.  The  meat  was  of  very  superior  quality  and  kept  weli. 
First  Lieut.  James  E.  Mahoney,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  had  charge  of  the 
messing  of  the  men  and  was  particularly  zealous  and  efficient  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty.  I  turned  over  to  him  the  daily  rations  for  the  men  and  he  made  the  issues 
to  the  companies.  The  command  drank  distilled  water,  which  was  also  used  for 
cooking  purposes.  This  was  obtained  daily,  from  the  Panther  and  Resolute  most  of 
the  time  and  for  quite  a  period  from  the  Vulcan.  I  had  anticipated  that  water  might 
not  be  obtainable  on  shore  and  had  purchased  empty  wine  casks  in  Key  West.  The 
casks  were  conveyed  to  the  vessels  and  returned  to  the  dock  in  a  large  sailing 
launch.  The  water  was  distributed  from  the  boat  to  the  various  companies  of  the 
battalion,  whose  cooks  came  to  the  landing  to  receive  it.  The  men  also  filled  their 
canteens  at  the  same  place.  Under  my  direction,  Sergt.  Eichard  Silvey  had  charge 
of  the  distribution  of  the  water  and  he  performed  his  duty  most  satisfactorily.  The 
Cuban  officers  and  soldiers  also  received  their  food  and  water  supply  from  us. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  much  of  the  excellent  health  of  the  battalion  while  in  Cuba 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  distilled  water  only  was  used  for  drinking  and  cooking. 
There  were  other  elements  that  entered  into  the  good  health  of  both  officers  and 
men,  chief  of  which  were  the  excellent  sanitary  arrangements,  the  use  by  officers 
and  men  of  the  light-weight  woolen  underwear,  and  the  absence  of  tropical  fruits 
from  the  vicinity  of  our  camp  and  the  fact  that  the  men  were  at  all  times  supplied 
with  proper  and  sufficient  food  and  clothing,  and  it  was  these  that  enabled  us  to 
bring  home  98  per  cent  of  the  battalion,  fit  for  duty.    Not  a  single  man  of  the  com- 
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mand  died  from  disease.  In  this  connection  I  have  to  recommend,  in  the  event  of  a 
hattalion  of  marines  being  sent  out  of  the  United  States  in  the  future,  that  the 
transport  ■which  may  he  assigned  for  its  use  be  supplied  with  one  steam  cutter  and 
two  large  sailing  launches,  as  great  difSculty  was  at  times  experienced  in  obtaining 
the  use  from  vessels  in  the  harbor  of  these  boats,  which  were  essential  in  the  land- 
ing of  provisions  and  water  and  also  in  the  embarkation  and  disembarkation  of  the 
battalion. 

The  camp  at  Guantanamo  was  broken  August  5,  on  which  day  the  battalion 
embarked  on  the  Eeaolute  and  proceeded  to  Manzanillo.  The  battalion  remained 
there  but  a  day  and  two  nights  and  returned  to  Guantanamo,  where  orders  were 
found  directing  the  command  to  proceed  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  where  it  remained 
until  the  2l8t  instant. 

It  has  been  stated  to  me  by  the  officers  of  the  battalion  who  have  had  previous 
experience  in  campaigning  that  they  have  never  seen  a  marine  battalion  so  well 
equipped  for  all  service  as  this  one  was,  and  to  make  its  efficiency  still  more  appar- 
ent 1  have  carried  out  to  the  fullest  extent  the  directions  given  me  in  your  communi- 
cation of  April  18,  1898,  a  copy  of  which  I  append  herewith,  and  there  has  been  no 
requirement  of  the  commanding  officer  as  to  necessary  equipment  that  has  not  been 
readily  supplied. 

Wall,  hospital,  and  shelter  tents  were  provided  by  you  before  our  departure  from 
the  United  States ;  tent  floors  vrere  procured  in  Key  West  and  proved  most  useful, 
not  only  in  legitimate  use,  but  to  build  traverses,  landing  stages  for  the  boats,  and 
to  strengthen  the  breastworks,  lumber  not  being  obtainable  where  we  were. 

The  command  was  amply  supplied  with  Buzzacott  cooking  outfits,  and  they  gave 
most  satisfactory  service,  though  if  some  of  the  utensils  were  of  heavier  material 
they  would  still  be  more  useful,  it  being  difficult  to  repair  leaks  in  the  boilers  in  the 
field.     Longer  forks  and  spoons  should  be  added  to  the  equipment  of  these  ovens. 

The  shovels,  spades,  picks,  and  axes  furnished  us  before  departure  were  indis- 
pensable in  making  our  position  secure,  and  we  had  none  too  many  on  hand,  though 
the  supply  seemed  very  large  before  they  came  into  actual  use. 

Mosquito  netting  was  procured  by  me  In  New  York  before  we  sailed,  and  with  it 
the  men  made  head  nets  for  themselves  that  served  to  protect  them  from  the  cease- 
less attacks  of  mosquitoes,  which  were  encountered  by  the  thousands  in  the  woods 
while  on  outpost  duty  during  the  day  and  night.  This  added  materially  to  the 
men's  comfort. 

The  handcarts  and  wheelbarrows  which  I  also  purchased  in  New  York  were  most 
necessary  in  hauling  provisions,  clothing,  ammunition,  water,  etc.,  from  one  part  of 
the  camp  to  another,  and  they  should  always  be  supplied,  if  possible,  at  the  rate  of 
one  cart  and  one  barrow  to  each  company. 

The  bloom  iron  camp  kettles  did  not  wear  well,  and  should,  I  think,  be  supplanted 
by  galvanized  iron  buckets  of  three  sizes,  which  would  not  rust  so  easily. 

I  have  heard  no  special  complaints  as  to  the  quality  of  the  clothing  or  military 
equipments  furnished,  and  the  line  officers  gave  the  quartermaster's  department  a 
great  deal  of  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  the  battalion  had  been  fitted  out  and 
was  kept  supplied  with  all  necessary  articles  to  render  it  efficient. 

Some  change  should  be  made  in  the  canteen,  which  very  quickly  rusts  and  affects 
the  water.  Aluminum  is  suggested  as  a  substitute.  It  was  found  that  many  of  our 
canteens  became  useless  through  the  corks  rotting  or  being  broken  away  from  the 
chains. 

I  recently  saw  a  combination  canteen  and  meat  can  made  of  aluminum,  with  knife, 
fork,  and  spoon  attached,  which  was,  I  think,  the  invention  of  an  oflBcor  of  the  Sixth 
United  States  Cavalry,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  would  bean  improvement  on  our  present 
pattern. 

The  campaign  hats,  of  pattern  and  material  the  same  as  the  Army  wear,  were  found 
to  be  very  warm,  but  I  know  of  no  better  hat  for  all  around  field  service  in  rain  and 
sunshine  and  to  wear  while  sleeping  on  the  ground  than  this.  I  made  issues  of  all 
clothing  and  material  to  the  company  commanders,  taking  their  receipts  therefor, 
and  occupied  the  same  relation  toward  them  as  a  depot  quartermaster.  It  was  found 
that  this  system  worked  satisfactorily,  as  each  captain  was  thus  responsible  for  sup- 
plies furnished  to  his  company. 

The  following  comments  are  made  on  the  6-millimet6r  navy  rifle,  with  which  the 
batallion  was  armed : 

(a)  All  the  time  we  were  at  Key  West  the  men  were  daily  instructed  in  the  use  of 
this  small  arm  and  had  constant  target  practice,  and  in  this  way  became  familiar 
with  this  new  arm,  which  up  to  that  time  had  been  practically  untried  in  the  Marine 
Corps.     Subsequent  events  proved  the  value  of  this  training. 

(J)  The  consensus  of  opinion  among;  the  officers  of  this  batallion  in  regard  to  this 
rifle  seems  to  be  that  for  intensity,  rapidity,  and  accuracy  of  fire  it  is  a  very  superior 
weapon,  and  when  once  the  men  are  acquainted  with  its  proper  handling  the  liability 
to  accident  and  breaking  of  spare  parts  is  much  lessened,  but  even  so  there  are  some 
very  delicate  parts  in  the  gun  and  they  are  the  ones  which  gave  trouble. 
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(0)  It  was  found  that  the  trigger  spring  broke  very  easily,  and  a  heavier  or  stronger 
one  ■would  be  an  improvement. 

(d)  The  follower  broke  irequently  at  the  hinge  rivet. 

(e)  As  the  maximum  strain  is  often  put  on  the  elevator  spring  in  case  of  loading 
with  a.full  clip  on  an  empty  chamber  and  leaving  same  in  that  position  ten  or  twelve 
hours,  which  was  the  case  every  night  with  the  pickets  and  outposts,  it  was  found 
that  in  the  morning  when  the  spring  was  released  and  the  cartridges  removed  it 
would  frequently  break. 

(/)  The  extractor  springs  (even  the  new  and  heavier  ones)  were  found  to  be  inca- 
pable of  doing  the  work  expected  of  them,  over  800  having  been  replaced  during  the 
campaign.  Extra  springs  were  issued  to  squad  and  section  leaders  to  repair  guns 
temporarily  disabled  in  action. 

ig)  The  gas  check  was,  in  some  cases,  found  to  be  insecurely  riveted  and  became 
detached  or  was  broken  off. 

(h)  Owing  to  the  danger  of  the  firing  pin  locking  device  it  was  never  used.  This, 
I  understand,  has  been  corrected  in  the  new  model. 

(i)  The  trigger  guard,  being  open  at  the  bottom,  easily  collects  sand  and  dirt, 
which  affects  the  sear  fly  by  throwing  it  out  of  place  and  necessitates  taking  the 
gun  apart  to  replace  it.  A  cover  of  soft  waterproof  material  for  the  breach  oithe 
piece  might  prevent  this  to  some  extent,  to  be  kept  on  when  the  rifle  is  not  in  action. 

(j)  As  the  rear  sight  is  marked  for  a  bullet  weighing  135  grains,  whereas  one  of 
only  112  grains  is  furnished,  it  would  seem  that  for  accurate  firing  above  point-blank 
range  some  change  should  be  adopted. 

(k)  It  is  thought  an  improvement  might  result  if  the  front  sight  was  made  narrow 
and  sharper  in  order  to  obtain  a  finer  sight,  and  this  can  be  readily  accomplished 
now  that  sight  covers  are  provided. 

(1)  The  above  criticisms  are  not  intended  to  be  captiousnor  are  they  made  entirely 
upon  my  own  opinions,  as  all  the  officers  attached  to  the  battalion  will  bear  me  out 
in  the  statements. 

(m)  The  gun  as  a  whole  is  a  very  effective  weapon  and  can  be  made  more  so  by 
decreasing  the  likelihood  of  breakage  and  disarrangement  when  in  the  hands  of 
inexperienced  men.  Old  soldiers  can  readily  handle  it  without  injury  to  themselves 
or  the  piece,  but  it  should  be  made  safe  for  both  classes. 

(m)  In  one  company  the  most  serious  accident  that  happened  in  action  at  one  time 
was  the  breaking  of  an  elevator  spring,  and  the  gun  was  then  used  as  a  single  loader 
until  the  firing  ceased. 

(o)  One  officer,  Lieutenant  Shaw,  stated  that  25  men  under  his  command  on  the 
night  of  June  11,  while  on  picket  duty,  fired  about  80  rounds  per  man  without 
failure  of  the  rifle  in  any  respect. 

(j))  It  would  thus  seem  as  if  the  good  qualities  of  the  gun  offset  the  defects,  and 
it  is  thought  the  latter  can  be  easily  remedied.  Certainly  the  rifle  did  deadly  work 
at  ranges  varying  from  600  to  1,100  yards,  as  the  reports  of  68  Spanish  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Cuzco  will  testify. 

(q)  In  moments  of  excitement  there  is  liability  of  the  bolt  being  pulled  out  entirely 
and  the  consequent  danger  of  losing  the  extractor  and  spring  in  high  grass  or  sand. 

In  closing  this  report  I  can  not  omit  to  state  the  ready  and  cheerful  assistance  that 
was  rendered  me  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  battalion,  which  made  the  discharge 
of  my  duties  a  comparatively  easy  and  always  a  pleasant  one.  Working  parties  of 
the  men,  in  charge  of  officers  and  noncommissioned  officers,  were  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal whenever  asked  for,  and  the  duty,  though  often  disagreeable  and  exceedingly 
laborious,  was  cheerfully  and  well  performed. 

The  experience  and  knowledge  gained  by  me  on  this  campaign  I  regard  as  par- 
ticularly valuable,  and  it  is  hoped  that  opportunities  may  arise  when  it  can  be  placed 
to  some  practical  use  for  the  benefit  of  the  Corps. 
Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  L.  McCawlby, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  Quartermaster  First  Marine  Battalion. 

The  Quartermaster  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Headquarters,  Washington,  D.  C. 


U.  S.  S.  Marblehkad  (third  rate), 

Guantanamo,  Cuia,  June  12,  1898. 
Sir  :  Be  pleased  to  issue  daily  rations  to  all  Cuban  officers  and  soldiers  now  serv- 
ing with  the  marines. 

"Very  respectfully,  B.  H.  McCalla, 

Commander,  United  States  Navy,  Commanding. 
Colonel  Huntington, 

Commanding  United  States  Ma/rine  Force,  Guantanamo,  Cuba. 
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Headquarters,  First  Marine  Battalion, 

Camp  McGalla,  Guantanamo,  June  IS,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  battalion  quartermaster,  with  orders  to  comply  with  same. 
By  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Huntington: 

H.  L.  Draper, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant. 


Headquarters  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Quartermaster's  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  IS,  1898. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  the  orders  of  the  colonel  commandant  of  this  date  directing  you 
to  proceed  to  the  navy-yard,  New  York,  and  report  to  the  commandant  of  that  sta- 
tion for  duty  as  quartermaster  of  the  First  Battalion  of  Marines  now  being  organized 
there,  I  have  to  inform  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  it  is  contemplated  that  tiie  battalion  shall  proceed  by  transport  to  Key  West, 
Fla.,  for  service  under  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  North  Atlantic  Station.  It  is 
the  particular  desire  of  the  colonel  commandant  and  of  this  office  that  the  First  Bat- 
talion should  be  equipped  with  everything  necessary  to  its  efficiency  on  board  ship 
and  in  camp.  You  are  therefore  authorized  to  procure  such  services  and  supplies  as 
circumstances  seem  to  require  to  the  attainment  of  that  important  end.  As  the  First 
Battalion  will  probably  sail  from  the  Brooklyn  Navy-Yard  on  Wednesday,  the  20th 
instant,  you  may  make  purchases  without  soliciting  bids,  time  not  permitting  com- 
petition. In  the  procurement  of  services  and  supplies  you  will,  in  every  instance, 
have  due  regard  for  public  economy,  carefully  weighing  this  consideration  with  the 
necessities  you  will  be  called  upon  to  deal  with.  No  specific  directions  are  given 
you,  it  being  impossible  to  anticipate  emergencies  which  may  arise.  You  are  confi- 
dently relied  upon  to  exercise  zeal  and  good  judgment  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty 
assigned  you. 

Very  respectfully,  F.  L.  Denny, 

Major  and  Quartermaster. 
Capt,  Charles  L.  McCawley, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  United  States  Marine  Corps  Headquarters. 


ANNUAL  ESTIMATES  FOR   SUPPORT  OF  MARINE   CORPS,  FISCAL  YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  30,  1900. 

Headquarters  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

TFashington,  D.  C,  August  30,  1898. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  Department's  instructions  of  July  11, 1898, 1  have  the 
honor  to  submit,  for  its  approval,  the  annual  estimate  for  the  support  of  the  Marine 
Corps  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900. 

The  paymaster  and  quartermaster.  United  States  Marine  Corps,  transmit  letters 
with  their  estimates  explaining  them  in  detail  and  stating  the  reasons  for  the  increase 
in  some  of  the  items,  and  these  letters  are  inclosed  for  the  information  of  the 
Department. 

It  wOl  be  seen  by  the  estimates  of  the  paymaster  that  an  increase  of  $7,585  is 
asked  for.  The  reason  for  this  increase  is  the  addition  of  1  colonel  to  the  active 
list,  $4,500;  the  placing  of  1  major  on  the  retired  list,  $2,625,  and  $2,000  additional 
for  retired  enlisted  men,  making  a  total  of  $9,125,  which  is  decreased  by  the  pay  of 
1  second  lieutenant,  $1,540,  13  having  been  appropriated  for  last  year  and  but  12 
estimated  for  this  year,  leaving  a  net  increase  over  last  year's  appropriation  of 
$7,585,  as  above  stated.  By  reference  to  the  comparative  statement  of  estimates 
and  appropriations  inclosed,  it  will  be  seen  that,  in  addition  to  the  regular  appro- 
priation for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899,  there  was  appropriated  by  the  act 
of  May  4,  1898,  for  the  war  emergency,  $297,480,  for  pay.  Marine  Corps. 

The  quartermaster's  estimates  show  a  gross  increase  of  $100,457.14  and  a  decrease 
of  $6,925,  leaving  a  net  increase  of  $93,532.14  over  last  year's  appropriation,  the 
necessity  for  which  is  stated  below.  Under  the  head  of  clothing  there  is  an  increase 
of  $14,389.14  in  the  estimates.  This  increase  is  necessary  on  account  of  the  advance 
in  the  price  of  woolen  goods,  which,  when  the  bids  for  the  present  fiscal  year  were 
opened,  showed  an  increase  of  11  per  cent  in  cost,  which  is  the  amount  of  the  duty 
charged  under  the  tarifl"  law  now  in  force.  As  it  is  probable  that  the  same  duty  will 
be  exacted  for  the  ensuing  year,  it  is  important  that  the  increase  of  11  per  cent, 
amounting  to  the  sum  above  given,  should  be  added  to  the  regular  appropriation  of 
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$130,000.  For  repair  of  barracks  an  increase  of  $3,000  is  asked  for.  The  object  of 
this  recommendation  is  to  obtain  from  Congress  authority  to  procure  quarters  for 
enlisted  men  of  the  Corps  who  may,  when  emergency  requires  it,  be  ordered  to  duty 
at  places  in  the  United  States  where  there  are  no  public  quarters,  or  places  outside 
the  United  States  where  there  are  no  such  quarters  available.  Unless  such  an  appro- 
priation is  made,  neither  funds  nor  authority  will  exist  for  the  renting,  leasing,  or 
building  of  even  temporary  quarters.  For  rent  an  increase  of  $1,300  is  estimated  for. 
The  $2,000  hitherto  appropriated  for  the  rent  of  a  building  for  the  depot  of  supplies 
in  Philadelphia  was  made  when  the  Corps  only  consisted  of  2,100  enlisted  men. 
Since  then  it  has  been  increased  to  its  full  strength  of  3,074  men,  and  it  is  found  that 
the  present  building  is  entirely  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  service.  This  is  a 
reasonable  increase  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Department  will  approve  it. 

Under  the  head  of  hire  of  quarters  an  increase  of  $768  is  provided  for  in  order  that 
two  enlisted  men  serving  in  the  quartermaster's  office  and  in  the  assistant  quarter- 
master's office  at  these  headquarters  who  are  receiving  $10  a  month  for  quarters 
shall  receive  the  same  allowance  as  their  comrades  performing  the  same  service, 
namely ,  $21  per  month,  and  that  two  additional  enlisted  men,  whose  services  are  abso- 
lutely necessary,  may  be  detailed,  one  in  the  office  of  the  adjutant  and  inspector 
and  the  other  in  the  office  of  the  assistant  quartermaster  in  Philadelphia.  The 
work  of  these  offices  has  been  greatly  increased  since  the  addition  to  the  strength 
of  the  Corps,  and  it  is  impossible  to  keep  the  work  up  to  date  in  the  offices  named 
without  an  additional  man  in  each.  Provision  for  the  two  men  estimated  for  will  be 
in  the  line  of  economy,  as  it  will  dispense  with  the  necessity  for  civilian  employees 
at  a  salary  of  at  least  $2  per  day.  The  new  items  provided  for  in  the  quartermas- 
ter's estimates  are  $81,000  for  the  erection  of  barracks  and  officers'  quarters  at 
Annapolis,  Md. 

The  last  naval  appropriation  act  provided  for  the  construction  of  new  Naval 
Academy  buildings,  some  of  them  on  the  site  of  the  marine  barracks  and  officers' 
quarters,  thus  rendering  necessary  the  demolition  of  the  barracks  and  quarters, 
which  has  been  accomplished,  leaving  no  provision  for  quartering  the  marines 
required  as  a  guard  at  that  station.  When  the  bill  was  discussed  I  was  not  aware 
that  it  was  intended  to  tear  down  the  marine  barracks  and  officers'  quarters  at 
Annapolis,  no  mention  of  it  having  been  made  to  me  when  I  was  before  the  Naval 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  connection  with  the  estimates  for  the 
Marine  Corps,  and  therefore  I  was  unable  to  submit  any  estimates  for  new  barracks 
and  quarters.  When  the  deficiency  bill  was  before  Congress  estimates  for  the  amount 
now  asked  for  ($81,000)  were  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  approved  by 
him,  and  transmitted  to  Congress,  but  they  were  not  incorporated  in  the  appropria- 
tion. The  necessity,  therefore,  for  the  appropriation  now  asked  for  is  apparent, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  amount  estimated  for  will  be  approved,  as  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  Naval  Academy  has  asked  for  a  full  guard,  which  will  have  to  be  quar- 
tered temporarily  on  board  ship  or  in  tents.  Permanent  barracks  and  quarters 
should  be  provided  at  the  earliest  practicable  date,  and  it  is  respectfully  submitted 
that  this  appropriation  should  be  made  immediately  available. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899,  it 
will  be  noticed  on  the  inclosed  comparative  statement  of  estimates  and  appropria- 
tions that  there  was  appropriated  by  the  act  of  May  4,  1898,  $270,420  for  pay,  pro- 
visions, etc.,  for  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  by  the  deficiency  act,  for  the 
six  months  beginning  July  1, 1898,  approved  July  7, 1898,  $111,400. 

The  work  in  all  the  offices  at  these  headquarters  is  up  to  date,  having  been  kept 
so  during  the  great  pressure  of  business  incident  to  the  war,  by  faithful  labor  (long 
overtime  when  required)  on  the  part  of  the  employees. 

It  is  the  endeavor  of  the  colonel  commandant  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Marine 
Corps  as  economically  as  possible,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Department  will  see  its 
way  clear  to  approve  the  above  estimates,  as  submitted. 
Very  respectfully, 

Charles  Hetwood, 
Colonel  Commandant. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Headquarters  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Quartermaster's  Office, 
Washington,  JO.  C,  August  S9, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  annual  estimates  for  the  support  of 
the  quartermaster's  department  of  the  United  States  Marine  Corps  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1900.  These  estimates  aggregate  $480,832.04.  This  sum  is  $93,532.14 
in  excess  of  that  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  ciirrent  fiscal  year.  Such  increase 
is  required,  however,  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Corps  that  must  be 
incurred. 
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Pursuant  to  the  loug  established  rule  of  this  office,  due  regard  has  been  given  to 
public  economy  iu  prepariugthe  estimates  for  the  next  liscal  year.  The  following  is 
a  table  giving  the  general  heads  under  which  appropriations  are  made  by  Congress 
for  the  Corps,  the  amounts  appropriated  for  the  current  year,  and  those  recommended 
for  the  ensuing  year : 


Appropria- 
tion for  1899. 


Estimates 
for  1900. 


Provisions , 

Clothing 

Tnel 

Military  stores 

Transportation  and  recruiting. 

Repair  of  barracks 

Forage 

Hire  of  quarters 

Contingent 

Total 


$131,  911. 50 

130,  810. 40 

19,  500.  00 

23,  297.  00 

15, 000. 00 

18, 925. 00 

3,000.00 

7,  356. 00 

37,  500.  00 


387,  299.  90 


$131,911.50 
145, 199. 54 
19,  500. 00 
23,  297.  00 
15,  000.  00 
67, 300. 00 
3,  000.  GO 
8, 124. 00 
37, 600. 00 


480,  832. 04 


In  explanation  of  the  foregoing  table  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  statements : 

Provisions. — No  change  in  the  appropriation  under  this  head  is  recommended,  the 
sum  made  available  for  the  purpose  iu  the  current  act  being  deemed  sufScient  for 
the  next  year. 

Clothing. — A  slight  increase  under  this  head  is  urged.  On  a  recent  occasion,  when 
competitive  proposals  to  supply  the  Marine  Corps  with  articles  of  uniform  were 
opened  in  this  office,  it  was  found  that  bidders  had  raised  their  prices  on  woolen 
goods  11  per  cent,  which  is  the  amount  of  duty  charged  under  the  tariff  law  now  in 
force.  As  the  same  duty  will  be  exacted  for  the  ensuing  year,  it  is  important  that 
an  increase  of  11  per  cent,  amounting  to  $14,389.14,  should  be  added  to  the  regular 
appropriation  of  $130,810.40. 

J/'uel. — The  estimate  under  this  head  is  the  same  as  the  appropriation  for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year. 

Military  stores. — The  estimate  under  this  head  is  the  same  as  the  amount  appropri- 
ated for  the  current  fiscal  year.  Changes  in  the  language  of  the  item  are  suggested, 
and  the  words  "rifles"  and  "revolvers"  and  the  words  ''  purchase  and  repair  of  tents 
and  field  ovens"  have  been  inserted.  These  words  do  not  now  appear  under  the  head 
of  military  stores.  Their  procurement  is  necessary,  however,  and  the  omission  of  the 
■words  might  permit  of  the  construction  that  no  authority  to  obtain  and  repair  arti- 
cles of  the  kind  is  given  by  the  act. 

Transportation  and  recruiting. — The  estimate  therefor  is  the  same  as  the  amount 
appropriated  for  the  current  fiscal  year. 

Bepair  of  barracks, — Under  this  head  an  increase  in  the  appropriation  of  $78,375  is 
necessary. 

Under  the  general  clause  of  the  item  there  has  been  inserted  the  words  "and  at 
Inch  other  place  or  places  where  the  exigencies  of  the  service  require  the  renting, 
easing,  or  building  of  barracks."  The  object  of  this  recommendation  is  to  obtain 
from  Congress  funds  and  authority  with  which  to  procure  quarters  for  enlisted  men 
of  the  Corps  who  may,  when  emergencies  require  it,  be  ordered  to  duty  at  places 
within  the  United  States  where  there  are  no  public  quarters  or  to  places  outside  of 
the  United  States  where  there  are  no  such  quarters  available.  Unless  such  provi- 
sion is  made,  neither  funds  nor  authority  would  exist  for  the  renting,  leasing,  or 
building  of  even  temporary  quarters.  Three  thousand  dollars  is  thought  to  be  a 
modest  sum  for  the  purpose,  and  in  recommending  such  an  increase  in  the  general 
fund  the  renting,  leasing,  or  building  of  only  temporary  quarters  sufficient  to  afford 
the  men  reasonable  comfort  is  contemplated. 

A  further  increase  of  $1,500  is  recommended,  with  which  to  procure  additional 
storage  room  in  the  office  of  the  assistant  quartermaster  at  Philadelphia.  The  addi- 
tion to  the  enlisted  force  of  the  Corps  authorized  by  the  last  Congress  makes  neces- 
sary increase  in  the  storage  capacity  of  that  officer's  office  to  accommodate  the 
required  greater  quantity  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  etc.,  purchased 
annually. 

Also  under  the  same  head  an  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  a  marine  barracks,  $9,000 
for  a  commanding  officer's  quarters,  and  $7,000  each  for  two  sets  of  officers'  quarters 
at  the  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  Md.,  is  recommended,  as  is  $8,000  for  clearing  and 
grading,  laying  sewers,  water  pipes,  and  pavements,  erecting  fences  and  a  flagstaff, 
constructing  a  bridge,  and  otherwise  improving  the  site  upon  which  the  barracks 
and  officers'  quarters  at  that  station  would  be  built.  Recently  the  marine  barracks 
and  officers'  quarters  at  the  Naval  Academy  were  torn  down,  by  authority  of  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  purpose  of  making  room  for  new  buildings  for  the 
Navy,  the  construction  of  which  was  authorized  by  Congress  in  the  current  appro- 
priation bill.  There  is  no  building  or  buildings  at  the  Naval  Academy  available  for 
the  detachment  of  marines  serving  there,  as  the  superintendent  of  the  Academy  has 
officially  reported,  and  the  erection  of  a  new  barracks  and  three  sets  of  officers' 
quarters  is  a  public  necessity.  This  matter  was  submitted  to  you  by  this  office  in 
the  latter  days  of  the  last  session  of  Congress ;  the  proposition  was  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  but  owing  to  the  lateness  of 
the  date  of  submission  no  action  was  taken  by  the  Senate.  The  proposed  expendi- 
ture is  essential  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  detachment  of  marines  at  the  Naval 
Academy  and  is  reasonable  in  amount.  The  intention  is  to  erect  only  plain,  sub- 
stantial buildings  of  sufficient  size  to  accommodate  the  number  of  enlisted  men  and 
officers  who  will  be  stationed  at  the  Academy. 

Forage. — No  change  of  the  appropriation  under  this  head  is  recommended. 

Hire  of  quarters. — ^An  increase  of  $768  under  this  head  is  recommended  in  order  that 
two  enlisted  men,  one  serving  in  this  office  and  another  in  the  office  of  the  assistant 
quartermaster  at  these  headquarters,  should  receive  the  same  allowance  for  quarters 
as  do  their  comrades  who  are  employed  at  the  same  service. 

The  estimates  also  contemplate  the  detail  of  two  additional  enlisted  men,  at  $21 
each  per  month,  in  the  staff  offices  of  the  adjutant  and  inspector,  headquarters,  and 
the  assistant  quartermaster  at  Philadelphia.  The  work  of  these  offices  has  mate- 
rially increased  since  the  addition  to  the  strength  of  the  Corps  under  authority  of 
Congress.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  recommendation  is  justified  under  all  the 
circumstances,  and  that  it  should  be  favorably  acted  upon.  Such  action  would  be 
in  the  line  of  economy  and  would  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  employing  civilian 
laborers  at  $2  per  diem. 

Contingent. — The  sum  made  available  for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  thought  to  be 
snfficientfor  the  ensuing  fiscal  year,  and  no  changes  in  the  amount  are  recommended. 
Slight  changes  in  the  language  of  this  item  are  inserted  in  the  estimates,  more  care- 
fully to  express  what  may  be  procured  and  what  habitually  is  procured  under  con- 
tingent. The  absence  of  the  inserted  words  might  make  possible  the  construction 
that  the  procurement  of  the  articles  is  not  warranted  by  law. 

Very  respectfully,  F.  L.  Dbnny, 

Major  and  Quartermaster,  United  States  Marine  Corps. 

The  Colonel  Commandant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Headquarters,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Headquarters  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Paymaster's  Office, 
Washington,  J).  C,  August  SO,  1898. 
Sir:  Herewith  I  transmit  estimates,  in  triplicate,  for  pay  Marine  Corps  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900. 

These  estimates  show  a  net  increase  above  the  amount  .ippropriated  for  the  current 
year  of  $7,585,  viz : 

Increase: 

Active  list  of  officers,  one  colonel $4,500 

Retired  list  of  officers,  one  major 2,  625 

Retired  enlisted  men 2,000 


9,125 
Decrease : 

One  lieutenant  (thirteen  were  appropriated  for  in  the  appropriation  for 
1889) 1,540 


Net  increase 7,  585 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  C.  GOODLOE, 

Major,  Paymaster. 
The  Colonel  Commandant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 

Headquarters,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Comparative  sfaiemevt  of  estimates  and  appropriations,  1S99-1900,  Nary  Department. 


For  Marine  Corps. 

Estimates, 
1899. 

Appropri- 
ated, 1899. 

Estimates, 
1900. 

Increase  of 
estimates  for 

1900  over 
amount  ap- 
propriated 
for  1899  for 
same  pur- 
pose. 

Decrease  of 
estimates  for 
1900  as  com- 
pared witb 
amount  ap- 
propriated 
for  1899  for 
same  purpose. 

New 

items, 

1900. 

Provisions 

$131,911.50 
130,810.40 
19,  500. 00 
23, 297.  00 

15,  000. 00 
10,  000.  00 
2,  000.  00 

$131,  911.  50 
130,  810. 40 
19,  500.  00 
23, 297. 00 

15,000.00 
10, 000.  00 
2,  000  OO 

$131,911.50 

145,199.54 

19,  500.  00 

23, 297. 00 

15,  000.  00 
13,000.00 
3,300.00 

50,  000.  00 
9, 000.  00 

14,  000.  00 
8,  OlJO.  00 

Clothing 

$14,  389. 14 

Puel 

Transportation    and    re 
cruiting 

Repair  of  barracks 

3, 000. 00 
1, 300.  00 

Repair  of  barracks  (An- 

t)o.: ".'.'.'.'.'.:::::::.:. 

9  000  110 

Do 

Do 

8  000.  00 

Do 

1,  500.  00 

5,425.00 
3, 000. 00 
7,  356.  GO 
37,  500.  00 

1,  500. 00 

5,425.00 
3,  OOli.  00 
7,356.00 
37,  500. 00 

$1,500.00 
5, 425.  00 

Kepair  of  barracks  (Mare 
Island) 

3,  000.  00 
8,124.00 
37, 600. 00 

768.  OU 

Total 

387,299.90 

0270,420.00 
111,400.00 

387, 299.  90 

a270,420. 00 
111,400.00 

480, 832. 04 

19, 457. 14 

6,  925.  00 

81,000.00 

Appropriation  for  tempo- 
rary force  during  exist- 
ing  war,    pay,    provi- 
sions, etc.,  1398-99,  ap- 
proved May  4, 1898 

ciency  ior  six  nioutlis 
beginning  July  1. 1898, 
approved  July  7,  1898. . . 

a  Amount  allotted  to  quartermaster's  department  out  of  stated  appropriations,  whicb  amount  added 
to  tUe  allotment  to  tbe  pay  department  makes  $567,900. 


Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  i 
by  the  quartermaster  United  States  Marine  Corps. 


,  1900, 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditure,  and  explanations. 

Estimated 
amount  which 

will  be 
required  for 
each  detailed 

object  of 
expenditure. 

Total  amount 

to  be 
appropriated 
under  each 
head  of  ap- 
propriation. 

Amount 
appropriated 

for  the 
current  fiscal 
year  ending 
June  30, 1899. 

Provisions : 

For  1,973  noncommissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates, and  for  the  commutation  of  rations  to  16  en- 
listed men  detailed  as  clerks  and  messengers ;  also 
for  payment  of  board  and  lodging  of  recruiting  par- 
ties, said  payment  for  board  not  to  exceed  $2,500; 
and  no  law  shall  be  construed  to  entitle  marines  on 
shore  duty  to  any  rationa  or  commutations  therefor 
other  than  such  as  now  are  or  may  hereafter  be  al- 

$131,  911.  50 
145, 199. 54 

19, 500. 00 

$131,  911. 50 
130,  810. 40 

Clothing: 

For  3,074noncommisaioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 

Fuel: 

For  heating  barracks  and  quarters,  for  ranges  and 
stoves  for  cooking,  fuel  for  enlisted  men,  tor  sales 
to  officers,  maintaining  electric  lights,  and  for  hot- 
air  closets 



]9,500.00 
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Eaiimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO^  1900, 
by  the  quartermaster  United  States  Marine  Corps — Continued, 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditure,  and  explanations. 


Estimated 

amount  which 

will  be 

required  for 

each  detailed 

object  of 
expenditure. 


Total  amount 

to  be 
appropriated 
ander  each 
head  of  ap- 
propriation. 


Amount 

appropriated 

for  the 

current  fiscal 
vear  endiuj; 
June  30,1899. 


Military  stores ; 

1^'or  pay  of  chief  armorer,  at  $3  per  day;  3  mechanics, 
at  $2.50  each  per  day;  purchase  of  military  equip- 
ments, such  as  rifles,  revolvers,  cartridge  boxes, 
bayonet  scabbards,  haversacks,  blanket  bags,  knap- 
sacks, canteens,  musket  slinks,  swords,  drums, 
trumpets,  flags,  waist  belts,  waist  plates,  cartridge 
belts,  sashes  for  oflicer  of  the  day,  spare  parts  tor 
repairing  muskets,  purchase  of  ammunition,  pur- 
chase and  repair  of  tents  and  field  ovens,  purchase 
and  repair  of  instruments  for  band,  purchase  of  mu- 
eic  and  musical  accessories,  medals  for  excellence  in 
gunnery  and  rifle  practice,  good-conduct  badges,  in- 
cidental expenses  in  connection  with  the  school  of 
application,  signal  equipment  and  stores,  binocular 
glasses,  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
targets  and  ranges,  for  hiring  established  ranges, 
ana  for  procuring,  preserving,  and  handling  ammu- 
nition   

Transportation  and  recruiting: 

For  transportation  of  troops,  including  ferriage,  and 

the  expense  of  recruiting  service - 

Eepair  of  barracks : 

At  Portsmouth,  N".  H. ;  Boston,  Mass. ;  ^Newport,  E.  I. ; 
Brooklyn,  N.  X. ;  League  Island,  Pa. ;  Annapolis, 
Md. ;  headquarters  and  navy-yard,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; Norfolk,  Va.;  Port  Royal,  S.C;  Pensacola, 
Fla. ;  Mare  Island,  Cal. ;  Bremerton,  Wash.,  and 
Sitka,  Alaska;  and  at  such  other  place  or  places 
where  the  exigencies  of  the  service  require  .the 
renting,  leasing,  or  jrection  of  barracks,  and  per 
diem  for  enlisted  men  employed  under  the  direction 
of  the  quartermaster's  department  on  the  repair  of 
barracks  and  other  public  buildings 

For  rent  of  building  used  for  manufacture  of  clothing, 
storing  supplies,  and  ofdce  of  assistant  quartermas- 
ter, Philadelphia,  Pa : 

For  erection  and  completion  of  a  building  for  marine 
barracks,  Annapolis,  Md 

For  erection  and  completion  of  commanding  ofHcer's 
quarters,  Annapolis,  Md 

For  erection  and  completion  of  two  sets  of  ofiB.cers' 
quarters,  Annapolis,  Md.,  at$7,000each 

For  clearing  and  grading ;  laying  sewers,  water^ipes, 
and  pavements;  erecting  i'ences  and  fiagstaflt,  and 
otherwise  improving  site  for  marine  barracks  and 
officers'  quarters,  and  building  abridge  to  conuRct 
same  with  Naval  Academy  inclosure,  Annapolis,  Md. 
Forage : 

For  forage  in  kind  for  five  horses  of  the  quartermas- 
ters   department   and  the  authorized  number  of 

officers'  horses 

Hire  of  quarters: 

For  iiire  of  quarters  for  officers  serving  with  troops 
'where  there  are  no  public  quarters  beiongingto  the 
(xovernment,  and  where  there  are  not  sinticient 
quarters  possessed  by  the  United  States  to  accom- 
modate them 

For  hire  of  quarters  for  11  enlisted  men  employed  as 
clerks  and  messengers  in  commandant's,  adjutant 
and  inspector's,  paymaster's,  and  quartermaster's 
oifices  and  the  oftices  of  the  assistant  quartermas- 
ters, Washington,  D.  C,  and  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and 
for  the  leader  of  the  Marine  Band,  $21  each  per  month. 

For  hire  of  quarters  for  five  enlisted  men,  employed 
as  above,  at  $10  each  per  month 


$23, 297.  00 
15, 000. 00 


$23,  297. 00 
15,  000. 00 


$13, 000. 00 

3,  300.  00 
50,  000.  00 

9,  000. 00 
14,  000. 00 


97,  300. 00 


4,  500. 00 


;,  024. 00 
600.00 


l8,  925.  00 


3, 000. 00 
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Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900, 
hy  the  quartermaster  United  States  Marine  Corps— Continued- 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditure,  and  explanations. 


Contingent : 

For  freight,  tolls,  cartage,  advertising,  -washing  of  bed- 
sacks,  mattress  covers,  pillowcaBes,  towels,  and 
sheets,  funeral  expenses  oimarines,  stationery  and 
other  paper,  telegraphing,  rent  of  telephones,  pur- 
chase and  repair  of  typewriters,  apprehension  of 
stragglers  and  deserters,  per  diem  of  enlisted  men 
employed  on  constant  labor  for  a  period  not  less 
than  ten  days,  repair  of  gas  and  water  fixtures, 
office  and  barracks  furniture,  camp  and  garrison 
equipage  and  implements,  mess  utensils  for  enlisted 
men — such  as  bowls,  plates,  spoons,  knives  and 
forks,  tin  cups,  pans,  pots,  etc.;  packing  boxes, 
wrapping  paper,  oilcloth,  crash,  rope,  twine,  cam- 
phor and  carbolized  paper,  carpenters'  tools,  tools 
for  police  purposes,  iron  safes;  purchase  and  repair 
of  public  wagons,  purchase  and  repair  of  public 
harness,  purchase  of  public  horses,  services  of  vet- 
erinary surgeons  and  medicines  for  public  horses, 
purchase  and  repair  of  hose,  purchase  and  repair  of 
fire  extinguishers,  purchase  of  fire  hand  grenades, 
purcha^se  and  repair  of  carts,  wheelbarrows,  and 
lawn  mowers;  purchase  and  repair  of  cooking 
stoves,  ranges,  stoves,  and  furnaces  where  there  are 
no  grates;  purchase  of  ice,  towels,  soap,  combs,  and 
brushes  for  offices;  postage  stamps  for  foreign 
postage,  purchase  of  books,  newspapers,  and  period- 
icals; improving  parade  grounds,  repair  of  pumps 
and  wharves,  laying  drain,  water,  and  gas  pipes, 
water,  introducing  gas,  and  for  gas,  gas  oil,  intro- 
duction of  electric  lights ;  straw  for  bedding,  mat- 
tresses, mattress  covers,  pillows,  sheets :  wire-bunk 
bottoms  for  enlisted  men  at  various  posts ;  furni- 
ture for  Government  quarters  and  repair  of  same, 
and  for  all  emergencies  and  extraordinar.y  expenses 
arising  at  home  and  abroad,  but  impossible  to  an- 
ticipate or  classify 


Total. 


Estimated 

amount  which 

will  be 

required  for 

each  detailed 

object  of 
expenditure. 


Total  amount 

to  be 
appropriated 
under  each 
head  of  ap- 
propriation. 


$37, 500. 00 


480,832.04 


Amount 

appropriated 

for  the 
current  fiscal 
year  ending 
June  30, 1899. 


$37, 500.  00 


387, 299.  90 


Comparative  statement  of  estimates  and  appropriations,  1899-1900^  Navy  Department, 


Pay  Marine  Corps. 


Estimates, 
1899. 


Appropri- 
ated, 1899. 


Estimates, 
1900. 


Increase  of 

estimates  for 

1900  over 

amount  ap- 


for  1899  for 
same  pur- 
pose. 


Decrease  of 

estimates  for 
1900  as  com- 
pared with 
amount  ap- 
propriated 
for  1899  for 
same  pur- 
pose. 


New 

items, 

1900. 


Regular $878,454.23 

Act  approved  May  4, 1898, 
war  emergency 6  297. 480. 00 


$878,  554. 23 
6  297, 480.  00 


$886, 139. 23 


$9, 125. 00 


$1, 540. 00 
6  297,  480. 00 


a$4,500.00 


Total 1,175,934.23 


1,176,034.23 


299, 020.  00 


aOne  colonel. 

ft  Amount  allotted  to  pay  department  out  of  stated  appropriation  in  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899,  and  for  other  purposes  ' 
(approved  May  4,  1898),  for  "Pay,  provisions,  etc.,  Marine  Corps,  1898-99,"  which  amount,  added  to  the 
allotment  of  $^70, 420  for  the  quartermaster's  department,  makes  the  total  amount  of  the  appropriation 
$567,900  under  that  head. 
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Estiuates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30  j  1900^ 
hy  the  paymaster  of  the  United  States  Marine  Corps. 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditure,  and  explanations. 


Estimated 
amount  which 

will  be 
required  for 
eacn  detailed 

object  of 
expenditure. 


Total  amount 
to  be  appro- 
priated under 
each  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 


Amount 
appropriated 
for  the  cur- 
rent :fiscal 
year  ending 
June  30, 3899. 


PAY  MARINE  CORPS. 

Pay  of  officers  on  the  active  list: 
One  colonel  commandant,  2  col- 
onels, 2  lieutenant-colonels,  1 
paymaster,  1  ad^jutant  and  in- 
spector, 1  quartermaster,  4 
majors,  2  assistant  quarter- 
masters, 20  captains,  30  first 
lieutenants,   and   12   second 

lieutenants 

Pay  of  officers  on  tbe  retired  list: 
One  colonel,  1  lieutenant-colo- 
nel, 1  ad,jutant  and  inspector, 
2  quartermasters,  1  major,  9 
captains,  3  first  lieutenants, 

and  3  second  lieutenants 

Pay  of  noncommissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates: 
One  sergeant-major,  1  quarter- 
master-sergeant, 1  leader  of 
the  band,  1  drum  ma^jor,  50 
first  sergeants,  150  sergeants, 
220  corporals,  30  musicians, 
120  drummers  and  fifers,  and 
2,500  privates,  and  the  num- 
ber of  enlisted  men  author- 
ized as  above  for  the  Marine 
Corps  shall  be  exclusive  of 
those  undergoing  imprison- 
ment with  sentence  of  dis- 
honorable discharge  from  the 
service  at  expiration  of  con- 
finement, and  for  the  ex- 
Eenses  of  clerks  of  the  United 
tates  Marine  Corps  travel- 
ing under  orders 

Pay  and  allowances  of  retired  en- 
hnted  men : 
One  sergeant-major,  2  drum 
majors,  5  first-class  musi- 
cians, 16  first  sergeants,  23 
8ergeants,4corporals,l  drum- 
mer, 2  fifers,  and  58  privates, 
and  for  those  who  may  be  re- 
tired during  the  year 

Undrawn  clothing: 

Pay  of  discharged  soldiers  for 

clothing  undrawn 

Mileage : 

Mileage  of  officers  traveling  un- 
der orders  without  troops . . 
Commutation  of  quarters  to  of- 
ficers on  duty  without  troops 
where  there  are  no  public 
quarters 

PAY  OF  CIVIL  FORCE. 

Id  the  office  of  the  colonel  com- 
mandant: 

One  chief  clerk 

One  messenger,  at  $80.94  per 

month 

In  the  office  of  the  paymaster: 

One  chief  clerk 

One  clerk 

One  clerk 

In  the  office  of  the  quartermaster : 

One  chief  clerk 

One  clerk ■■ 

One  clerk 

In  the  office  of  the  adjutant  and 
inspector : 

One  chief  clerk 

One  clerk 


(K.  S.,  p.  272,  Bees. 
1596,  1623;  acts 
June  30, 1834,  vol. 

4,  p.  713,  sees.  4, 5; 
Mar.  2, 1847,  vol.9, 
p.  155,  sec.  3 ;  Aug. 

5,  1854,  vol.  10,  p. 
586,  sec.  1;  Feb. 
21,  1857,  vol.11,  p. 
163,  sec.  1;  July 
17, 1862,  vol.  12,  p. 
594,  sec.  2;  June 
30, 1864,  vol.  13,  p. 
144,  sec.  1 ;  Mar.  3, 
1865,vol.l3,p,487, 
sec.  1;  July  28, 
1866,vol.  14.P.334, 
sec.  13;  Mar.  2,  ■ 
1867,vol.l4,p.422. 
sec.  l;Mar.2, 1867, 
vol.14,  p.  517,  sec. 
7;  July  15,  1870, 
vol.  16,  p.  330,  sec. 
3;  Jan.  30,  1885, 
vol.  23,pp.293,294, 
sec.  1;  Feb.  14, 
1885,  vol.  23,p.  305, 
sec.  1 ;  Navy  Eeg- 
ulations,  July  18. 
1816;  act  Feb.  27, 
1893,vol.27.p.478, 
sec.  l;Mar.3, 1897, 
vol.  29,  p.  662,860. 
1.) 


$183, 820. 00 


$183, 820.  00 


34,  000. 00 

23, 000. 00 

8,  000.  00 

4, 000. 00 

1, 540.  80 

971. 28 

1, 600.  00 
1, 496.  52 
1,  257. 12 

1, 540. 80 
1, 496. 52 
1,257.12 


1,540.80 
1, 496. 52 


569, 888. 00 


34,000.00 
23, 000. 00 
8,  000. 00 

4,  000.  00 


$180,  860. 00 


32,000.00 
23, 000. 00 
8,  000. 00 

4,  000. 00 
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EsUmates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1900, 
by  the  paymaster  of  the  United  States  Marine  Corps— Continued. 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditure,  and  explanations. 

Estimated 
amount  which 

Trill  be 
required  for 
each  detailed 

object  of 
expenditure. 

Total  amount 
to  be  appro- ■ 

priated  under 
each  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 

Amount 
appropriated 
for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal 
year,  ending 
June  30, 1899. 

PAT  OF  civu.  PORCB— continued. 

In  the  office  of  the  assistant  qnar- 
termaster,   "Washington,   D.  C, 
or  San  Francisco,  Cal. : 
One  clerk 

1, 400.  00 

1,  400.  00 
638.75 

In  the  office  of  the  assistant  quar- 
termaster, Philadelphia,  Pa. : 
One  clerk 

On6messenger,at$1.75perdiera 

Total  pay  of  civil  force. . 

17,  636.  23 

17,636.23 

17,  636. 23 

Total  pay  Marine  Corps . 

886,139.23 

886, 139. 23  |        878, 554. 23 

Statement  of  accepted  proposals  for  laundry  service. 


Contractors. 

Articles  per  hundred. 

Station. 

Mattress 
covers. 

Bed 
sacks. 

Sheets. 

Pillow- 
cases. 

Towels. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

"W.  H.  Phinney 

$4.00 
1.00 
2.00 
3.25 
2.00 
2.73 
5.00 
1.50 
5.00 

$3.00 
1.00 
2.00 
3.25 
2.00 
2.73 
5.00 
1.50 

$3.00 
.60 
1.50 
2.75 
2.00 
1.93 
2.60 
1.60 
4.00 

$3.00 
.50 
1.00 
3.00 
2.00 
1.63 
1.25 
1.60 
2.00 

$2.00 

L.  C.  Smith 

City  Steam  Laundry  Co  . . . 
J.iP.TaaflTe 

1.00 

Brooklyn,N.Y 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Campbell  &  Goddard 

W.H.Belford 

2  00 

Wa,shington,  D.  C 

AnnnpnliR,  Mr) 

Laura  Hoff 

Norfolk,  Va 

S.S.Kelly 

3.00 

3.00 

3.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

Sitka,  Alaska  b 

a  No  award. 


&  No  bids  received. 


Statement  of  accepted  proposals  for  supplies  for  the  Marine  Corps  under  advertisement 

dated  May  7,  1S9S. 


Name. 


J.  J.  Shannon... 
H.B.Wurlitzer 
John  Galbraith- 
C.  B.  Edwards .  - 

E.  E.  Lyon 

Louis  Sichel 

H.  T.  Kent 

Thos. G.Hood  . 

S.G.French 

Thos.  Kelly 

E.P.  Clarke... - 
— .J.Devitt-... 


Class. 


2 
3 
3 
1 
3 
1 
1 

1,2 
1 

1-3 
3 


Amonnt. 


$39. 78 

14.92 

1, 127. 52 

4.65 

770.  00 

930. 00 

11,367.00 

9,  674.  39 

7,  280.  87 

1,  300.  00 

1, 134. 00 

418.  26 


Name. 


Manhattan  Supply  Co.- 
W.  H.  Horstmanu  &  Co 

Wm.  Hodges  &  Co 

B.  T.  Pippey  &  Co 

The  GermaniaMills 

P.J. Field 

John  Wanamaker 

C.W.Hayes 

C.S.  Child 

Geo.  Campbell 

John  Early  &  Co 


Class. 


1-3 

1,2 

3 

1 

1 

2,3 

1-3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


$1,  980. 00 

11.031.86 

417. 14 

3,  334.  50 

8,  476.  00 

554.  68 

3, 134. 02 

2,  592.  50 

1,721.37 

19,  598. 35 

14, 996.  54 


Statement  of  accepted  proposals  for  stationeri/  for  the  Marine  Corps,  under  advertisement 

dated  May  7,  1898. 


Name. 


Detre  &  Blackburn 

Easton&Eupp 

E.  C.Ballantyne... 


Amount. 


$664.  01 
491.  27 
246. 10 


Name. 


D.  A.  Tower 

Old  Dominion  Paper  Co 
Shea,  Smith  &Co 


Amount. 


$141. 04 
10L44 
38.20 
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Statement  of  accepted  proposals  for  ice  for  the  Marine  Corps,  under  advertisement  dated 

May  7, 189S. 


Station. 


Contractor. 


"Washington,  D.  C Hygieniclce  Company. 


Statement  of  accepted  proposals  for  forage  for  tJie  Marine  Corps,  under  advertisement  dated 

May  7, 1898. 


Station. 

Contractor. 

Station. 

Contractor. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

"W.  H.  Beliord. 

Do. 

Do. 
C.  L.  Eiclterson. 
"W.  H.  Belford. 

Washington,  D.  C 

J.  J.  O'Day. 
W.  H.  Belford. 

Newport,  K.  I 

Norfollc  Va 

Do 

Broolilyn,  N.  T 

League  Island,  Pa 

M.  L.Kelly. 

Schedule  of  proposals  received  for  supplying  rations  to  the  United  States  Marine  Corps  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1899,  under  advertisement  dated  May  7,  1898. 


Kames  of  contractors. 

Ports- 
mouth, 

2sr.  H. 

Boston, 
Mass. 

Newport, 
E.I. 

Brook- 
lyn, N.T. 

League 

Island, 

Pa. 

Annapo- 
lis, Md. 

Wash- 
ington, 
D.C. 

EdDeGroif 

Xouch,  Augustine  &  Co 

M.L.Kelly 

Owen  Lee  "VVilliams 

J.  C.  Ergood  &  Co 

a  $22.11 

$21. 11 

$18. 11 

$17.  47 

$24.  SO 

i 

$22.  60 

W.E.Campbell 

Cochran  &  Collins 

Charles  A.  Simons 

a  $18.  64 

23.60 

22.00 

Charles  S.  Hewlet 

"  a  18. 60 

18  50 

"W.  H.  Belfoird 

28.00 

22.00 

a  24.  21 
25.50 

20.00 

24.21 

19.50 

a  17.  00 

20  00 

a  21.  75 

21.73 

G.  V,  Johnson  & 

Names  of  contractors. 

Norfolk, 
Va, 

Port 

Eoyal, 

S.  C. 

Pensa- 
oola,  Fla. 

Mare 

Island, 

Cal. 

Bremer- 
ton. 
Wash. 

Sitka, 
Alaska. 

Key 
West, 
Fla. 

Ed  DeGroff 

a  $38.  DO 

o$20.00 

M.  L.  Kelly 

o$17.00 

$20.  50 
18.11 

J.  C.  Ergood  &  Co 

Andrew  Koch 

Patrick  H.  Horgan 

E  "W  Scheoer,  ir 

$39.90 

20.00 

"W.  E.  Campbell 

a  35.  00 

Cochran  &.  Collins 

18.98 

Charles  A.  Simons 

Eastern  Dressed  Beef  Co 

W.  H.  Belford 

26.00 

J.  T.  Began 

a  16. 00 

H.K.Paul 

Charles  E.  Dinner  &  Co 

50.00 

o$37.65 

a  Accepted. 


ii  Advertisement  dated  Jnne  9, 1898, 
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Schedule  of  proposals  received  for  supplying  wood  and  coal  to  the  United  States  Marine 
Corps  for  the  year  ending  June  SO,  1899,  under  advertisement  dated  May  7, 1898. 


Wood  per  cord. 

Coal  per  ton. 

Names  of  bidders. 

i 

4 

i 

a 

a 
S 

H  a 

a 

P4 

p  a 

a  bJD 

i 

5 

1 

i 

(S 

B 

.1 

m 
■.S§ 

t 

S 

s 

g 
a  a: 

Portsmontli,  N.  H. : 

Elmer  Langtou 

a  $6. 00 

$4.00 

- 

Gray  &  Prince 

$6.00 

06.50 

6.74 

a  5.  98 
7.20 

06.35 
6.80 

$5.30 

0  5.15 

6.44 

06.39 
6.70 

O5.90 
6.60 

J.  A.  &  A.  W.Walker.. 

6.00 
6.75 

aS.OO 

a  3.  75 
6.60 

7.00 

S.G.Frenoli 

Boston,  Mass : 

J.B.  Lewis  &Co 

o$10.00 

$5.64 

S.  G.Frencli 

Newport,  E.  I. : 

Penninger  &  Manches- 
ter  

a  7.  50 

0  7.60 

o$6.80 
7.60 

0  6.00 
6.80 

S.G.Freneli 

a  $6. 60 

Brooldyn,  N.  T. : 

E.  Morganstem 

J.K.  Wells 

7.95 

7.96 

4  26  «.  i  "yi 

C-Daley 

a  6.  90 
9.85 
7.50 

8.00 

8.65 

0  8.00 

a  6.  90 
9.85 
7.50 

a  7.  50 
8.65 
9.00 

6.00 
0  4.24 

4.70 

4.80 

O4.60 

5.20 

6  20 
a  5. 40 

4.99 
O4.60 

5.90 
6.00 

4.80 

4.90 

O4.70 

6.60 

S.G.French 

, 

League  Island,  Pa. : 

Thomas  McConnell 

4  70 

4.75....;!; 

0  4  60 

J.  W.  Mathers  Sc  Sons  . 

11.00 

S.  G.French 

6  20 

Annapolis,  Md. : 

S.G.French 

H.  B.Myers 

0  3.60 

0  4.25 
5.25 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

W.H.Banm 

a  4. 25 
5.25 

4.99 
0  4.60 

5.30 
5.40 

5.46 

06.24 

6.90 

08.95 
9.50 

4.49 
0  4.16 

5.10 
5.15 

5.25 

6.00 

4.90 

Norfolk,  Va. : 

Toms  Creek  Coal  and 
Coke  Co 

W.  &J.Parker 

The    Nottingham 
Wrenn  Co 

a  4.  90 

O4.90 

G.  W.  Taylor  &  Co 

S.G.French 

6.20 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C. : 

H.R.  Walker 

O4.00 

S.  G.French 

Mare  Island,  Cal.: 

J.R.Aden 

a  12. 45 

al2.45 

$12.00 
0  9.75 
11.26 

O15.00 

a$13.75 

S.G.French 

a  16. 75 

16  00 

Sitka,  Alaska: 

Ed  DeGroff 

Bremerton,  Wash. : 

19.00 

OflSces  and  officers'  quar- 
ters, Philadelphia,  Pa.  : 
Thomas  McConnell.... 

O9.00 
11.50 
11.00 

6.00 
0  6.00 

0  4.75 
4.76 
4.90 

5.60 
O4.90 

O4.70 
4.75 
4.80 

"'4.' 60 

J.  W.  Mathers  &  Sons.  - 

Offices  and  officers'  quar- 
ters, Washington,  D.  C. : 

5.20 
0  4.60 

06.20 

6.36 
5.49 

4.75 
0  4.15 

5.25 

5.26 

Officers'  quarters,  Norfolk, 
Ta.: 
Toms  Creek  Coal  and 

O5.10 

The    Nottingham 

0  5.35 

5.25 

6.00 

5.29 



a  Accepted. 


Ab.  98- 
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OF  THE 

SECRETARY   OF  THE   INTERIOR. 


Department  of  the  Intekioe, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  22, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior. 

Eeviewing  briefly  the  work  of  all  the  bureaus  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Department,  I  desire  to  commend  to  your  especial  attention  the 
accompanying  reports  in  extensive  detail  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Indian  Affairs  and  of  the  General  Land  OflSce. 

The  Indian  OfiQce  conducts  the  philanthropic  work  of  the  Government 
iu  promoting  the  civilization,  education,  and  general  well  being  of  the 
Indians,  It  disburses  many  millions  of  dollars  and  supervises  the 
conduct  of  the  large  Indian  reservations  and  the  schools. 

Without  detracting  in  any  wise  from  the  faithful  work  of  former 
Commissioners,  I  wish  to  make  acknowledgment  of  the  very  able  and 
conscientious  conduct  of  this  Bureau  by  Commissioner  W.  A.  Jones 
during  the  past  year,  which  has  been  in  manyres|)ects  the  most  trying 
year  in  the  conduct  of  Indian  affairs  since  Indian  wars  ceased.  The 
Commissioner  is  entitled  to  the  cordial  support  of  all  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  the  Indians. 

I  also  wish  to  cordially  commend  the  conduct  of  the  General  Land 
Office  by  Commissioner  Binger  Hermann.  I  am  indebted  to  him  and 
to  Director  Charles  D.  Walcott,  of  the  Geological  Survey,  for  most  val- 
uable aid  in  the  establishment  of  the  new  forestry  policy  authorized 
by  law,  which,  if  continued,  as  it  doubtless  will  be,  by  further  liberal 
aid  ol  Congress,  will  prove  a  blessing  to  the  country  for  all  time.  I 
make  acknowledgment  also  for  the  cheerful  and  valuable  aid  always 
rendered  in  the  conduct  of  the  vast  business  of  the  Department  by  the 
Assistant  Secretaries,  the  Heads  of  the  various  Bureaus,  the  Chief  Clerk 
of  the  Department  and  the  chiefs  of  divisions  of  the  Secretary's  ofSce. 
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GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 

By  the  act  of  August  7, 1789,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  intrusted 
with  the  duty  of  granting  lands  to  persons  entitled  thereto  for  military 
services  rendered  the  United  States. 

By  the  act  of  September  2, 1789,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
charged  with  certain  duties  touching  the  sale  of  public  lands,  which 
was  extended  by  the  acts  of  May  18,  1796,  and  May  10,  1800.  Under 
the  latter  acts  the  Secretary  of  State  was  authorized  to  countersign 
and  record  in  his  office  land  patents. 

The  General  Land  Office  was  created  by  act  of  April  25, 1812,  and, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  charged 
with  execution  of  all  laws  relating  to  the  public  lands.  It  remained 
under  such  supervision  until  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  when,  by  the  act 
of  that  date  creating  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  this  Department. 

The  public  domain,  exclusive  of  the  water  surface,  comprises  the 
lands  now  owned  or  heretofore  disposed  of  by  the  United  States 
acquired  by  cessions  from  the  original  States;  purchases  from  France, 
Spain,  Mexico,  Eussia,  and  Texas;  by  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  by  dis- 
covery and  treaty  in  the  Oregon  country.  It  is  estimated  to  contain 
1,835,017,692  acres. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  reference  was  made  to  the  acquisition  of 
these  lands  as  well  as  the  apportionment  thereof  among  the  several 
States  and  Territories  was  given,  the  acreage,  etc.,  therein  specified 
having  been  compiled  from  the  work  known  as  "The  Public  Domain." 

Since  that  time  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  has 
ascertained  that  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  Louisiana  purchase 
has  been  erroneously  delineated  on  the  previous  Land  Office  maps  of 
the  United  States,  in  that  said  purchase  has  been  heretofore  shown  to 
extend  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  instead  of  terminating  on  and  having  its 
northwestern  boundary  line  defined  by  the  Continental  Divide.  This 
error  has  been  corrected  on  the  forthcoming  map  of  the  United  States 
for  1898,  and  the  area  contained  between  the  Continental  Divide  and 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  on  the  east  and  west,  respectively,  and  the  forty- 
second  and  forty-ninth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  has  been  properly 
indicated  as  having  been  acquired  by  discovery  in  1792,  exploration  in 
1805,  Astoria  settlement  in  1811,  and  Florjda  treaty  in  1819. 

In  consequence  of  this  change  in  the  cession  boundaries,  which  are 
indicated  on  the  map  accompanying  this  report,  showing  the  territo- 
rial growth  of  the  United  States,  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  again 
state  the  sources  from  which  the  public  domain  was  obtained  and  the 
apportionment  of  the  lands  embraced  therein  among  the  several  States 
and  Territories,  as  follows : 

Acres. 

State  cession  (western  reserve) ^8,452,629 

Louisiana  purchase  from  France,  April  30,  1803 561, 272, 637 
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Acres. 

Oregon  country,  by  discovery  and  treaty  with  Spain 181, 291, 018 

Florida  purchase  from  Spain,  February  22, 1819 41, 972, 340 

Mexico  cession,  treaty  of  February  2,  1848 328, 749, 635 

Texas  purchase,  KoTsmber  25,  1850 64,607,433 

Gadsden  purchase  from  Mexico,  December  30,  1853 29, 142, 400 

Alaska  purchase  from  Russia,  March  30,  1867 369, 529,  600 

Total 1,835,017,692 

The  apportionment  of  the  lauds  comprising  the  public  domain  among 
the  various  States  and  Territories  was  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Cessions  hy  the  original  States. 

Acres. 

Alabama,  north  of  31°  N.  (from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina) 31, 186, 000 

Indiana  (from  Virginia) 21,637,760 

Illinois  (from  Virginia) 35,465,093 

Michigan  (from  Virginia) 36,819,000 

Minnesota,  east  of  Mississippi  River  (from  Virginia) 15, 922, 800 

Mississippi,  north  of  31°  N.  (from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina) 27, 381, 000 

Ohio  (from  Virginia  ^nd  Connecticut) 25,581,976 

Tennessee  (from  North  Carolina) 29, 184,000 

Wisconsin  (from  Virginia) 35,275,000 

Total 258,452,629 

Louisiana  purchase  from  France,  April  SO,  180S. 

Acres. 

Arkansas 33,543,500 

Colorado,  east  of  Rocky  Mountains  and  north  of  Arkansas  River 36, 508, 000 

Iowa 35,646,000 

Indian  Territory 19, 575, 040 

Kansas,  except  southwest  corner 47,239,870 

Louisiana,  except  portion  east  of  Mississippi  River 25,931,348 

Minnesota,  west  of  the  Mississippi 35,766,640 

Missouri 43,796,000 

Montana,  except  portion  west  of  Rocky  Mountains 77, 911,  720 

Nebraska 49,137,339 

North  Dakota 44,910,000 

Oklahoma,  east  of  100°  west 20,818,680 

South  Dakota 46,523,500 

Wyoming,  except  southwest  portion 43,965,000 

Total 561,272,637 

Oregon  country. 

Acres. 

Oregon 61,626,218 

Washington 42,746,920 

Idaho 52,830,200 

Wyoming,  northwest  portion 7, 942, 400 

Montana,  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 16, 145, 280 

Total : 181,291,018 
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Florida  purchase  from  Spain,  February  ^^,  1819. 

Acres. 

Alabama,  south  of  31>^  N 1,472,000 

Florida 35,264,500 

Mississippi,  south  of  31°  N 2,304,000 

Louisiana,  east  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver 2,931,840 

Total 41,972,840 

Mexico  cession,  treaty  of  February  S,  1848. 

Acres. 

Arizona,  north  of  Gadsden  purchase 52, 550, 100 

California 99,361,083 

Colorado,  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 18, 362, 650 

Nevada 70,336,500 

New  Mexico,  west  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  north  of  the  Gadsden  purchase .  27,  374, 182 

Utah 52,580,000 

Wyoming,  southwest  corner 8, 185, 120 

Total 328,749,635 

Texas  purchase,  November  S5,  1850. 

Acres. 

Colorado,  central  and  southeastern  part 11, 520,  000 

Kansas,  southwest  corner 5, 143, 130 

New  Mexico,  east  of  the  Rio  Grande 41,922,823 

Oklahoma,  west  of  100°  west 3,681,000 

Wyoming 2,340,480 

Total 64,607,433 

Qadaden  purchase  from  Mexico,  December  SO,  185S. 

Acres. 

Arizona,  south  part 20,  242, 40C 

New  Mexico,  southwest  corner 8,900,000 

29,142,400 

Alaska  purchase  from  Russia,  March  SO,  1867. 

Acres. 
Alaska 369,529,600 

VACANT  PUBLIC  LANDS,  WITH  AREA  RESERVED  AND  APPROPRIATED. 

Eeports  have  been  received  from  the  various  local  land  offices  giving 
an  approximate  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  vacant  public  lands, 
together  with  the  area  reserved  and  appropriated,  in  the  several  land 
districts  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1898,  of  which 
the  following  is  presented  as  a  recapitulation : 


REPOET  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  INTERIOR. 


1399 


State  or  Terri- 

Area unappropriated  and  unreserved. 

Area 
reserved. 

Area  appro- 
priated. 

Total  area  of 

tory. 

Surveyed. 

Unsurveyed. 

Total. 

land  surface. 

Acres. 
522, 373 
11,930,820 

3,  696,  990 
34,272,434 
35, 273,  705 

1,592,893 
11, 268,  786 

Acres. 

Acres. 
522,  373 
64,369,023 

3,  696, 990 
42,503,023 
39,708,561 

1, 757, 275 
44,  207,  949 

Acres. 

86,240 
12,738,022 
1,920 
16, 189, 170 
6,225,533 
19,840 
1,939,869 
19,575,040 

Acres. 
32,049,387 

5,685,455 
29,844,590 
40,  668, 890 
20,466,566 
33, 487, 386 

6,682,382 

Acres. 
32, 658, 000 

42,438,203 

72, 792,  500 
33,543,500 
99,361,083 
66,  390,  850 
35,264,500 
62, 830,  200 
19  575  040 

California 

Colorado 

I'lorida 

8,230,589 

4, 434, 846 

164,  382 

32,939,163 

Indian 

Iowa 

35, 228, 800 
50,  334, 242 
26, 633, 809 
36,225,359 
40, 985, 706 
29, 301,  050 
43, 350, 089 
12,227,891 
38,  618,  367 

2,  994, 482 
15,289,722 
21, 277, 764 
10,  539,  281 
20, 260,  647 
24,  253,  223 

3,  258,  637 
18,110,157 
34, 495,  848 

5, 180,  694 

35, 228, 800 
52,383,000 
28, 863, 188 
36, 819, 000 
51,689,440 
29,685,000 
43, 796,  000 
95,  259, 720 
49. 137,  339 
70,336,500 
78, 197,  005 
44,  902, 987 
24, 753,  663 
61,626,218 
48, 158,  555 
52  580  000 

1, 060,  883 

690,527 

505,895 

3, 246, 498 

383,  950 

445,  911 

16,  932,  837 

10, 548,  450 

29,179,480 

42,  960, 793 

11,  717,  278 

7, 004, 362 

24,095,763 

10, 890, 284 

9,  816, 110 

5,319,428 

413, 799 

42,946,054 

1, 060, 883 

755,545 

505,  895 

5,720,326 

383, 950 

445,911 

71, 607, 616 

10,548,450 

61,  358,  609 

56,877,835 

20, 574, 613 

7,  007, 222 

35, 897,  869 

12,982,826 

43,  937, 896 

13,442,582 

413,799 

49, 081, 263 

987,875 

1,474,834 

87,746 

4,983,409 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

65,018 

2, 473, 828 

54,674,779 

11, 424, 213 
70,  522 
5,  983,  409 
6,029,448 
3, 050,  610 
7,  207, 160 
5, 467, 702 

10,922,506 
5, 383, 467 

11, 131, 345 

365,353 

8, 171, 043 

32,179,129 
13, 917, 042 

8,857,335 

2,860 

11,  802, 106 

2,  092,  542 
34,121,786 

8, 123, 154 

New  Mexico 

North  Dakota.... 
Oklahoma 

South  Dakota 

Utah 

"Washington 

42,  684, 084 
35, 275, 000 
62,433,000 

■Wyoming 

6,135,209 

Grand  total.. 

316,716,303 

262,651,971 

579,368,274 

139,516,276 

637,339,422 

1,366,223,972 

This  aggregate  is  exclusive  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  in  which, 
if  any  public  land  remains,  it  consists  of  a  few  small  isolated  tracts. 
-Alaska,  which  contains  about  577,390  square  miles  or  369,529,600  acres 
of  land,  mostly  unsurveyed  and  unappropriated,  is  also  excluded. 

Public  Lands  Disposed  op — The  disposal  of  public  lands  during 
the  fiscal  year  is  as  follows:  Cash  sales,  632,735.74  acres;  miscellaneous 
entries,  7,788,967.99  acres;  Indian  lands,  32,193.19  acres;  aggregating 
8,453,896.92  acres.  This  shows  an  increase  of  614,780.26  acres  as  com- 
pared with  the  aggregate  disposals  for  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

The  total  cash  receipts  during  the  year  from  various  sources,  includ- 
ing disposal  of  public  land,  of  Indian  lands,  from  depredations  on 
public  lands,  sales  of  Government  property,  and  furnishing  transcripts 
of  records  and  plats,  amounted  to  $2,277,995.18,  an  increase  over  the 
receipts  for  the  preceding  fiscal  year  of  $190,063.90.  There  was  an 
increase  of  $12,674.84  in  the  expenses  of  the  district  land  offices  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  year,  this  increase  being  principally  due 
to  the  establishment  of  two  new  land  offices  in  Alaska  during  the  past 
year. 
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Increased  Sales  op  Public  Lands.— The  total  area  of  public 
lands,  not  including  Indian  lands,  entered  by  individuals  (i.  e.,  exclu- 
sive of  selections  by  corporations)  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1898,  was  11,328,037.34  acres.  This  is  in  excess  of  the  area  so  disposed 
of  by  the  Government  during  the  previous  year  by  2,607,893.96  acres, 
an  increase  of  over  28  per  cent. 

The  number  of  individual  entries  of  Government  land  during  the 
year  was  89,674,  as  against  71,581  the  previous  year,  showing  an  increase 
of  over  25  per  cent. 

The  cash  receipts  from  such  Individual  entries  show  a  still  greater 
increase,  viz,  $2,125,218.60  received  during  the  fiscal  year  1898,  as  against 
$1,570,243.49  received  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of  $554,975.11. 

Patents  Issued! — Patents  were  issued  during  the  fiscal  year  for 
agricultural  lands  to  the  number  of  30,293,  containing  approximately 
4,846,880  acres.  Of  mineral  and  mill-site  patents,  1,259  were  issued, 
and  43  coal  patents,  embracing  an  area  of  4,907.93  acres. 

Eailroad  Land  Patents. — During  the  year  there  have  been  certi- 
fied and  patented  on  account  of  railroad  grants  1,032,534.84  acres,  as 
against  an  area  patented  during  the  preceding  fiscal  year  of  5,101,969.31 
acres,  showing  a  decrease  of  4,069,434.47  acres. 

Swamp-land  Patents. — There  were  patented  as  swamp  land  in 
place  78,959.14  acres,  and  as  swamp-land  indemnity  lands  2,153.82 
acres,  a  total  of  81,112.96  acres,  a  decrease  of  720,838.57  acres  from  the 
amount  patented  during  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

School  lands  were  selected  and  certified  during  the  year  to  the 
amount  of  459,112.66  acres,  a  decrease  of  280,305.29  acres  over  the  pre- 
ceding fiscal  year. 

Indian  and  Miscellaneous  Patents. — Patents  of  this  class  were 
issued  during  the  year  to  the  extent  of  176,572.905  acres,  a  decrease  of 
323,731.465  acres  over  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

Public  Surveys. — The  areas  covered  by  surveys  accepted  by  the 
General  Land  Office  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1898,  are  as 
follows : 


state  or  Territory. 


Arizona 

California  ... 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho 

Louisiana — 
Minnesota... 

Montana 

New  Mexico, 


Acres. 


47, 336 

188, 977 

123, 667 

199 

1, 148, 408 

1,207 

486, 653 

454, 790 

155, 051 


state  or  Territory. 


If orth  Dakota 

Oregon 

South  Dakota. 

trtah 

Washington . . 
Wyoming 

Total... 


Acres. 


888,451 
609, 915 
877, 078 
248,270 
413,  763 


6, 237, 371 


By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  4,  1897  (30  Stat.  L.,  32), 
making  appropriations  for  the  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  and  for  other  purposes, 
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there  was  appropriated  "  for  surveys  and  resurveys  of  public  lands " 
the  suna  of  $325,000,  of  which  amount  not  exceeding  $15,000  was 
authorized  to  be  expended  for  resurveys,  and  an  amount  not  exceeding 
$40,000  for  the  cost  of  examinations  in  the  field,  etc. 

Deducting  the  sums  of  $15,000  and  $40,000  authorized  to  be  used  for 
resurveys  and  examinations,  respectively,  and  the  sum  of  $10,000 
reserved  for  emergencies,  there  remained  available  for  apportionment 
among  the  several  surveying  districts  the  sum  of  $260,000.  The  appor- 
tionment made  to  the  several  districts  was  as  follows : 


state  or  Territory. 


Arizona 

California 

Colorado 

Idaho 

Minnesota 

Montana 

Nevada 

New  Mexico.. 
North  Dakota 
Oregon 


Amount. 


$5,000 
20, 000 
10,000 
32,000 

5,000 
42, 000 

5,000 
10, 000 
20, 000 
20, 000 


state  or  Territory. 


South  Dakota. 

Utah 

Washington  . . 

Wyoming 

Resurveys 

Examinations. 
Keserve 

Total... 


$4, 000 
20, 000 
42, 000 
25, 000 
15,  000 
40,  000 
10, 000 


325, 000 


By  the  urgent  deficiency  act  of  January  28,  1898,  authority  was 
granted  to  use  $20,000  additional  for  examinations  in  the  field,  to  be 
taken  from  the  appropriation  for  1898  for  surveying  the  public  lands. 

The  Benson  Stjeveys. — In  regard  to  these  surveys  the  Commis- 
sioner reports  that  an  agreement  was  entered  into  with  the  deputy  sur- 
veyors whereby  the  latter  were  to  return  to  the  field  and  correct  their 
surveys  so  as  to  be  acceptable  to  the  General  Land  Office.  By  the  terms 
of  this  agreement  July  1, 1898,  was  fixed  as  the  time  limit  for  the  new 
surveys  to  be  made,  and  corrected  notes  thereof  filed  with  the  United 
States  surveyor- general  of  California.  It  also  stated  that  under  no 
circumstances  should  the  date  for  the  admission  of  the  corrected 
notes  be  extended  beyond  December  1, 1898. 

The  office  has  received  assurances  from  these  deputies  that  the  work 
of  field  correction  is  in  progress;  that  the  field  notes  of  the  work  on 
each  contract  will  be  filed  from  time  to  time  as  fast  as  they  can  be 
prepared,  and  that  the  returns  of  all  these  suspended  surveys  will  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  surveyor-general  of  California  in  proper  form  before 
December  1, 1898. 

The  surveys  in  each  contract  will  be  examined  immediately  upon  the 
reception  by  the  surveyor-general  of  the  corrected  field  notes.  A  com- 
petent and  reliable  surveyor,  without  prejudice  or  bias  as  between  dep- 
uties and  the  Government,  will  be  directed  to  proceed  at  once  to  the 
field  and  make  a  careful  and  thorough  investigation  of  the  surveys. 

It  is  believed  that  the  contemplated  critical  examination  will  enable 
the  ofiQce  to  finally  dispose  of  these  vexatious  and  long-pending  cases. 
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Entries  in  Alaska. — One  town-site  entry  and  15  non-mineral  entries 
have  been  made  in  Alaska  under  the  provisions  of  sections  11  to  14,  act 
of  March  3, 1891.  The  town-site  entry  ( Junean)  and  1  non-mineral  entry 
have  been  patented,  while  the  others  have  been  suspended  for  various 
reasons,  such  as  illegal  surveys,  mineral  character  of  the  land  Involved, 
insufficiency  of  the  proof  submitted,  etc. 

The  law  in  relation  to  non-mineral  entries  in  Alaska  has  been  modi- 
fied by  the  provisions  of  section  10,  act  of  May  14, 1898. 

Railroad  Lanbs  Patented. — During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June 
30, 1898,  lands  have  been  certified  or  patented  on  account  of  railroad 
grants  as  follows : 


!Name  of  railroad. 


Where  located. 


Number  of 
acres. 


Alabama  and  Chattanooga 

Central  Branch  Union  Pacific  . 
Central  Branch  (proper) 


Do. 
Do. 


Chicago,  Bock  Island  and  Pacific 

Central  Pacific  (successor  to  California  and  Oregon) 

"Union  Pacific  (successor  to  Denver  Pacific) 

Florida  Central  and  Peninsular 

Gulf  and  Ship  Island 

Union  Pacific  (successor  to  Kansas  Pacific) 

Do 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul 

Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas 

New  Orleans  Pacific 

Korthern  Pacific 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Oregon  and  California 

Oregon  and  California  (successor  to  Oregon  Central) 

St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  (act  of  August  5, 1892) . 

St.  Paul  and  Northern  Pacific 

Sioux  City  and  Pacific 

Southern  Pacific  (mainline) 

Southern  Pacific  (branch  line) 

Union  Pacific  (proper) 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Wisconsin  Central 


Alabama  .-. 

Kansas 

California  .. 

Nevada 

Utah 

Iowa 

California  .. 

Colorado 

Florida 

Mississippi . 

Kansas 

Colorado 

Iowa 


Louisiana 

Minnesota 

North  Dakota  . 

Montana 

Idaho -. 

Washington . .  - 

Oregon 

do 

North  Dakota  . 

Minnesota 

Nebraska 

California 

do 

Nebraska 

Utah 

Wyoming 

Colorado 

Wisconsin 


Total  . 


15, 

49, 

2, 

52, 
4, 

1, 
7, 
22, 
4, 
518, 
34, 
30, 
57, 


9, 
H. 

1, 

46, 

102, 

35, 


160.44 
824.40 
440.47 
235. 04 
160. 00 
40.00 

040. 45 
171.  74 
958. 61 
200.  60 
166. 78 
637. 20 
120. 00 
679. 17 
786.  65 
460. 00 
267. 13 
404. 04 

626. 46 
714. 69 
815.  84 
■  72. 75 
261. 58 
902. 20 

80.00 
788. 85 
082.48 
239. 92 
203. 13 
697.45 
,  175. 97 
120.  80 


1, 032,  534.  84 


The  above  table  shows  a  decrease  of  4,069,434.47  acres  from  the  area 
patented  during  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

Increase  in  Mineral  Entries. — During  the  year  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  mineral  entries  of  389;  also  an  increase  of  174  patents 
issued,  and  466  claims  patented. 
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This  increase  in  mineral  entries  indicates  a  marked  revival  of  the 
mining  industry,  which  had  fallen  to  its  lowest  ebb  in  1895,  when  but 
757  entries  were  made,  being  less  than  one-half  the  number  made  in 
1898,  and  the  lowest  since  1879. 

The  increase  in  mineral  entries  is  found  principally  in  the  Cripple 
Creek  mining  district  (Pueblo  land  district) ;  in  Clear  Creek,  Gilpin, 
and  Boulder  counties  (Denver  land  district);  in  Lake,  Summit,  and 
Park  counties  (Leadville  land  district),  all  in  Colorado;  in  the  White- 
wood  mining  district,  Lawrence  County,  S.  Dak.;  in  Tooele,  Juab, 
Salt  Lake,  and  Summit  counties,  Utah;  in  the  Colville  Indian  Reserva- 
tion, Wash.,  and  in  Lincoln  and  Esmeralda  counties,  Nev. — ^the  increase 
in  these  sections  being  382  out  of  a  total  increase  of  389 ;  the  Pueblo 
land  district,  in  which  Cripple  Creek  is  situated,  leading  with  an 
increase  of  138. 

Prom  Colorado  there  was  mined  during  the  calendar  year  1897 
$19,104,200  in  gold  and  21,636,400  ounces  of  silver,  exceeding  that  of 
any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

The  next  State  leading  in  gold  mining  was  California,  with  $14,618,300; 
Montana  being  second  in  the  production  of  silver,  with  15,667,900 
ounces. 

The  third  State  in  gold  mining  was  South  Dakota,  with  $5,094,900; 
Utah  being  third  in  production  of  silver,  with  6,265,600  ounces. 

The  fourth  State  in  gold  mining  was  Montana,  with  $4,373,400;  Idaho 
being  fourth  in  the  production  of  silver,  with  4,901,200  ounces. 

The  four  States  leading  in  gold  and  silver  production  for  the  past 
two  years  are  the  following,  with  their  respective  amounts  in  both 
metals : 


Calendar 
year  1896. 

Calendar 
year  1897. 

Calendar 
year  1896. 

Calendar 
year  1897. 

Gold: 

$14,911,000 
15,  235, 900 
4,969,800 
4, 324,  700 

$19, 104, 200 
14,618,300 
5, 694, 900 
4,373,400 

Silver  (ounces) ; 

Colorado 

Montana 

Utah 

22,573,000 

16,737,500 

8,827,600 

5, 149, 900 

21,636,400 

CaUfomia 

Soath  Dakota.... 

15, 667, 900 
6,  265,  600 
4, 901, 200 

THE  EECLAMATION  OF  DESERT  LANDS. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  579,368,274  acres  of  unappropriated 
and  unreserved  public  lands  in  the  United  States,  exclusive  of  Alaska. 
Of  this  area  546,549,655  acres,  or  more  than  94  per  cent,  are  in  the 
13  so-called  desert-land  States  and  Territories.  Of  the  vacant  lands  in 
these  States  and  Territories  it  is  estimated  that  332,176,000  acres  are 
of  a  character  that  may  be  denominated  "desert"  under  the  law  pro- 
viding for  the  disposal  of  desert  lands — that  is,  lands  that  do  not 
produce  native  grasses  in  sufiBcient  quantity  to  make  an  ordinary  crop 
of  hay  in  usual  seasons,  and  lands  which,  without  irrigation,  do  not 
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contain  sufficient  moisture  to  produce  a  natural  growth  of  trees  or  make 
an  agricultural  crop  of  any  kind  in  amount  to  make  the  cultivation 
thereof  reasonably  remunerative. 

Undoubtedly  a  very  large  percentage  of  these  lands  do,  at  some  sea- 
son of  the  year,  produce  grasses  and  herbs  of  some  value  for  grazing, 
but,  with  inconsiderable  exceptions,  are  valueless  for  other  purposes 
without  irrigation. 

The  following  table,  prepared  from  the  annual  report  of  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey  for  1894-95,  showing  the  relative  area,  by 
States  and  Territories,  of  the  several  classes  of  vacant  lands  in  the 
desert  land  States  and  Territories,  is  presumed  to  represent  the  ratio 
between  the  grazing  or  desert  lands  and  the  total  area  of  the  now 
vacant  lands  in  the  several  States  and  Territories : 


states. 


Total  area. 


Desert  and 
grazing. 


Barren  irre- 
claimable 
wastes. 


"Woodland 
and  forest. 


^Estimated 
water  sup- 
ply to  re- 
claim. 


Arizona 

California 

Colorado 

Idaho 

Montana 

Nevada 

New  Mexico... 
North  Dakota. 

Oregon 

South  Dakota 

TJtah , 

Washington... 
Wyoming 

Total.... 


Acres. 
54,369,023 
42, 503, 023 
39, 708, 551 
44, 207, 949 
71, 607, 616 
61, 358, 609 
56,877,835 
20, 574, 613 
35,897,869 
12,982,826 
43,937,896 
13,442,582 
49, 081, 263 


Acres. 
29, 847,  000 
19, 875, 000 
27, 808, 000 
17, 475, 000 
49, 068, 000 
38, 506, 000 
46,  883,  000 
20, 402,  000 
17, 067, 000 
12,073,000 
16, 319, 000 

3, 847, 000 
33, 006, 000 


Acres. 
15,  000, 000 
19, 000, 000 


20,000,000 


10, 000,  000 
5,  000, 000 


Acres. 

9, 522, 023 

3, 628, 023 

11, 900, 651 

26, 732, 949 

22, 539, 616 

2,852,609 

9,994,835 

172, 613 

18, 830, 869 

909, 826 

17, 618, 896 

9, 595, 582 

11, 076, 263 


Acres. 
2, 000,  000 

17,000,000 
8, 000, 000 
7, 000, 000 

U,  000,  OOO 
2, 000, 000 
4,  000,  00(1 
500, 000 
3,  000,  000 
1, 000, 000 
4, 000,  000 
3,  000, 000 
9,  000, 000 


546, 549, 655 


332, 176, 000 


69,  000, 000 


145, 373, 655 


71, 500, 000 


Of  the  three  hundred  and  odd  million  acres  of  desert  lands  requiring 
irrigation  to  render  them  valuable  farming  lands,  the  available  water 
supply  is  sufficient  for  but  71,500,000  acres,  thus  leaving  an  estimated 
area  of  260,676,000  acres  suitable  only  for  grazing  purposes. 

The  percentage  of  lands  that  can  or  will  be  so  entered  is  of  course  a 
mere  matter  of  conjecture,  ultimately  depending  upon  a  consideration 
of  their  proximity  to  irrigable  lands,  and  the  individual  preference  of 
the  entryman.  It  is  known,  however,  that  the  most  valuable  of  these 
lands  are  being  selected  by  the  States  under  their  several  grants  for 
educational  and  other  purposes;  and  while,  of  course,  some  part  of  the 
available  water  supply  will  be  used  in  the  irrigation  of  these  State 
lands,  by  far  the  greater  portion  will  remain  in  their  natural  condition 
and  will  be  utilized  for  grazing  purposes! 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Director  of  the  Geological  Survey  reports 
that  there  are  71,500,000  acres  of  irrigable  land  for  which  water  is  avail- 
able ;  attention  is  especially  called  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  which  this  subject  is  thoroughly  treated. 
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Protection  of  Public  Lands.— Eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
cases  were  referred  to  special  agents  for  investigation.  Hearings  were 
ordered  in  120  cases,  741  cases  were  held  for  cancellation,  789  canceled, 
and  298  examined  and  passed.  Final  action  was  taken  in  1,264  cases, 
and  there  were  pending  on  June  30, 1898,  2,051  cases. 

CoMPULSOEY  Attendance  of  Witnesses. — The  recommendations 
made  by  the  General  Land  Ofi&ce  in  previous  years  for  needed  legis- 
lation compelling  the  attendance  of  witnesses  at  hearings,  ordered 
on  special  agents'  reports  before  the  local  land  officers,  are  renewed 
this  year,  and  I  urgently  invite  attention  to  the  importance  of  such 
legislation. 

THE  PUBLIC  FORESTS. 

Forest  Eeservations. — On  March  1, 1898,  the  lands  embraced  in 
the  eleven  forest  reservations  which  were  suspended  by  the  act  of  June 
4, 1897  (30  Stat.,  34^6),  again  became  subject  to  the  operation  of  the 
proclamations  of  February  22,  1897,  creating  them,  which  added  an 
estimated  amount  of  19,951,360  acres  to  the  area  embraced  in  the 
reserves  previously  created.  la  addition  to  this,  two  new  reserves 
were  created  during  the  year — the  Pine  Mountain  and  Zaca  Lake 
Eeserve  in  California,  embracing  an  area  of  1,644,594  acres,  and  the 
Prescott  Eeserve  in  Arizona,  embracing  10,240  acres ;  and  the  bound- 
aries of  the  Pecos  Eiver  Eeserve  in  New  Mexico  have  been  changed 
and  enlarged  to  include  120,000  additional  acres. 

There  were,  consequently,  at  the  close  of  the  year  30  forest  reserva- 
tions (exclusive  of  the  Afognac  Forest  and  Fish-Oulture  Eeserve  in 
Alaska),  created  by  Presidential  proclamation  under  section  24  of  the 
act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.,  1095),  embracing  an  estimated  area  of 
40,719,474  acres,  as  foUows: 


states  and  Terri- 
tories. 


Arizona — 
California. . 


Colorado. 


Idaho  and  Montana 


Name  of  reservations. 


Grand  Canyon  Forest  Eeserve 

The  Prescott  Forest  Eeserve 

San  G-abriel  Timber-Land  Eeserve  . 

Sierra  Forest  Eeserve 

San  Bernardino  Forest  Eeserve 

Trahuco  Canyon  Forest  Eeserve  ... 

The  Stanislaus  Forest  Eeserve 

The  San  Jacinto  Forest  Eeserve 


Dates  of  proc- 
lamations 

creating  reser- 
vations. 


The  Pine  Mountain  and  Zaca  Lake  Forest  Eeserve. . 

White  Eiver  Plateau  Timber  Land  Eeserve 

Pikes  Peak  Timber  Land  Eeserve 


Plum  Creek  Timber  Land  Eeserve. 
The  South  Platte  Forest  Eeserve. . . 
Battlement  Mesa  Forest  Eeserve. . . 
The  Bitter  Boot  Forest  Eeserve 


Feb.  20, 
May  10, 
Dec.  20, 
Feb.  14, 
Feb.  25, 

do. 

Feb.  22, 

do. 

fMar.  2, 
June  29, 
Oct.  16, 
jFeb.  11, 
\Mar.  18, 
June  23, 
Dec.  9, 
Dec.  24, 
Feb.  22, 


1893 
1898 
1892 
1S93 
1893 


1897 


1898 
1898 
1891 
1892 
1892 
1892 
1892 
1892 
1897 


Estimated 
areas. 


Acres. 
1,  851,  520 
10,240 

555, 520 
4, 096, 000 

737, 280 
49, 920 

691,200 

737,  280 
1, 644, 594 

1, 198, 080 

184, 320 

179, 200 

683, 520 

858, 240 

4,147,200 
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States  and  Terri- 
tories. 

Name  of  reservations. 

Dates  of  proc- 
lamations 
creating  reser- 
vations. 

Estimated 
areas. 

Idaho  and  Wash- 

Feb. 22,1897 

Feb.  22,1897 
do 

Acres. 
645,120 

1,382,400 
2,926,080 

}        431, 040 
142  080 

ington. 

rJan.   11,1892 
IMay  27,1898 
June  17, 1892 
Sept.  28, 1893 
do 

The  Cascade  Hange  Forest  Keserve       .           

4,492,800 
13,  560 

South  Dakota.    - 

The  Black  Hills  Forest  Reserve 

Feb.  22,1897 
Feb.  22,1897 
do 

967, 680 

Utah 

875,520 
3,594,240 
2, 188, 800 
2,  234,  880 

1     1,239,040 
1,127,680 

Washington 

do 

The  Mount  Eainler  Forest  Eeserve.    (Includes  the 
Pacific  Forest  Eeserve,  created  Feb.  20,  1893,  em- 
bracing an  area  of  967, 680  acres.) 

Yellowstone  National  Park  Timber  Land  Eeserve  . . 

The  Big  Horn  Forest  Eeserve .  -  -    - . 

do 

,M.BX.  30,1891 
ISept.  10, 1891 
Feb.   22,1897 
do 

The  efforts  of  the  past  year  have  been  primarily  directed  to  putting 
into  operation  the  act  passed  on  June  4, 1807  (30  Stat.  L.,  34-36),  pro- 
viding for  the  administration  of  forest  reserves,  and  the  regulations 
thereunder  by  this  Department.  The  lack,  however,  of  sufficient  appro- 
priations in  1897  retarded  the  work  and  rendered  it  impracticable  to 
attempt  to  inaugurate  a  system  of  administration  in  any  wise  com- 
mensurate with  the  needs  of  the  reservations  during  that  year. 

Forest  Fires. — As  far  as  it  was  found  possible  to  undertake  the 
work  with  the  limited  force  at  command,  the  patrolling  of  the  reserves 
has  shown  that  the  subject  of  forest  fires  is  the  foremost  one  demand- 
ing attention,  fire  being  the  one  paramount  danger  to  which  the  reserves 
are  exposed. 

Sheep  Grazing. — Next  to  fires,  sheep  grazing  was  found  to  consti- 
stute  the  most  serious  difficulty  to  be  considered  in  administering  cer- 
tain of  the  reserves.  Appreciating  that  these  great  bodies  of  reserved 
lands  should  not  be  entirely  withdrawn  from  occupation  and  use  in 
connection  with  so  large  and  important  an  industry  as  sheep  raising, 
special  efforts  have  been  directed  toward  ascertaining  the  particular 
regions  in  which  the  conditions  are  such  as  to  demand  the  exclusion  of 
sheep,  and  toward  acquiring  the  information  necessary  to  a  determina- 
tion as  to  the  nature  of  the  restrictions  required  to  regulate  sheep  graz- 
ing in  other  regions. 

Sales  of  Timber  Within  Ebservations. — So  far  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  practically  enter  upon  the  work  of  conducting  sales  of  tim- 
ber, as  provided  for  in  the  act  of  June  4, 1897.    The  subject  demands, 
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however,  immediate  attention  as  a  leading  feature  of  forest  administra- 
tion, and  as  such  is  now  receiving  careful  consideration  with  a  view  to 
inaugurating  a  rational  system  of  timber  cutting,  which,  while  keeping 
in  view  the  improvements  for  forest  products,  will  supply  local  demands 
for  the  latter,  and  at  the  same  time  yield  a  fair  return  in  money  to  the 
Government.  The  work  is  one  which  will  require,  to  a  certain  extent, 
experience  and  training  on  the  part  of  forest  officers,  since  otherwise 
the  forests  may  suffer  seriously  as  the  result  of  the  operations. 

Th:e  Inauguration  of  a  Forest  System. — Since  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  the  increased  appropriations  which  became  available  on  the 
first  of  July,  1898,  have  admitted  of  a  considerable  expansion  of  the 
service,  enabling  the  Department  to  inaugurate  a  forest  system  by  plac- 
ing a  graded  force  of  officers  in  control  of  the  reserves.  Although  this 
service  was  not  in  full  operation  until  the  latter  part  of  August,  1898,  the 
good  results  thereof  have  already  been  felt  in  many  sections,  demon- 
strating the  wisdom  of  Congress  in  providing  increased  appropriations 
for  the  protection  of  the  public  timber. 

The  reports  received  from  the  forest  officers  in  charge  of  a  number  of 
the  reserves  indicate  that  the  patrolling  of  the  reservations  by  forest 
rangers  has  not  only  prevented  destructive  fires  from  gaining  headway, 
but  has  lessened,  to  a  marked  degree,  the  number  of  fires  this  season. 

Full  and  specific  instructions  have  recently  been  given  the  forest 
officers  to  prepare  detailed  reports  on  fires,  the  subject  of  sheep  grazing, 
proposed  sales  of  public  timber,  the  examination  of  forested  areas  of 
proposed  reservations,vexclusion  of  timber  trespassers  and  other  intrud- 
ers, and  methods  of  patroling  the  reserves,  with  a  view  of  affording 
the  Government  intelligent  information  upon  which  to  act  in  adminis- 
tering the  reservations. 

While  public  timber  has  been  the  subject  9f  extensive  legislation  for 
nearly  a  century,  great  advancement  toward  a  comprehensive  admin- 
istration of  the  public  forests  has  been  made  during  the  past  eighteen 
months.  A  definite  forestry  policy  having  been  fully  inaugurated,  it 
is  desirable  that  in  the  matter  of  appropriations  requisite  to  insure  the 
further  development  of  the  system  a  generous  policy  be  followed  by 
Congress. 

This  report  is  applicable  only  to  the  forest  reservations  set  aside  by 
Presidential  proclamation  under  section  24  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891 
(26  Stat.  L.,  1095).  As  stated,  great  good  has  been  accomplished  during 
the  brief  time  that  the  forest  policy  inaugurated  has  been  in  force,  in 
preventing  destructive  fires  in  such  reserves,  but  the  vast  forest  domain 
outside  of  such  reservations  has  been  visited  during  the  past  summer 
as  usual  by  destructive  fires  which,  under  the  existing  appropriations, 
the  Department  could  not  provide  means  to  control.  Some  legislation 
regarding  the  care  of  these  forests  is  desirable. 

Change  in  Public  Opinion. — A  better  understanding  of  the  pur- 
poses of  forest  reservation  has  led  the  people  in  the  localities  directly 
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affected  to  take  a  deep  and  approving  interest  in  the  matter.  Public 
sentiment  has  in  the  past  year  undergone  a  marked  change  in  respect 
thereto,  and  opposition  to  forest  reserves  is  rapidly  subsiding. 

Need  for  Additional  Legislation  Ebspecting  Ebsbeva- 
TIONS.— It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  law  of  June  4, 1897,  under 
which  the  reserves  are  administered,  and  the  regulations  thereunder, 
have,  thus  far,  practically  met  every  requirement  and  demand  that  has 
been  made  from  every  source  and  interest  with  but  three  exceptions, 
which  are  as  follows :  First,  the  provision  therein  for  the  relinquish- 
ment of  private  holdings  within  reservations  and  the  selection  of  unre- 
served lands  in  lieu  thereof,  requires  to  be  modified  somewhat;  second, 
no  provision  appears  to  be  made  in  the  law  for  the  entry  of  coal  lands 
within  reserves  where  claims  have  not  been  initiated  prior  to  the  crea- 
tion of  the  reserves ;  third,  there  is  no  provision  therein  for  the  leas- 
ing or  renting  of  lands  within  the  reserves  for  sanitarium  or  other 
purposes  in  connection  with  mineral  or  other  springs. 

I  concur  in  the  recommendations  submitted  by  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Of&ce  for  additional  legislation  on  these  three  points. 

Timber  on  Unreserved  Lands. — The  work  of  protecting  and  regu- 
lating the  use  of  timber  on  the  unreserved  lands  has  comprised  three 
branches,  viz,  the  issuing  of  permits  to  cut  timber  free  of  cost,  sales  of 
timber,  and  the  prevention  of  depredations  upon  timber. 

Timber  Permits  and  Sales  op  Timber. — The  number  of  applica- 
tions received  during  the  year  for  permits  to  cut  public  timber,  under 
the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.,  1093),  amounted  to  36,  including  13 
applications  for  renewal  of  privilege,  being  a  decrease  of  60  applica- 
tions from  the  preceding  year.  During  the  year  12  permits  were  issued 
and  79  applications  were  rejected. 

The  decrease  in  applications  for  permits  to  cut  public  timber  resultea 
from  a  change  of  policy  in  the  administration  of  said  act  of  March  3, 
1891,  which  went  into  effect  on  the  1st  of  April  last,  whereby  the  prac- 
tice of  issuing  permits  to  cut  public  timber  free  of  cost  for  purposes  of 
sale  and  traffic  was  abolished.  The  practical  operation  of  said  act,  as 
heretofore  administered,  having  shown  the  want  of  wisdom  in  placing 
public  timber  in  large  quantities  at  the  disposal  of  mill  men  and  others 
without  providing  adequate  compensation  to  the  Government  therefor, 
the  revised  regulations,  which  were  approved  by  me  March  17, 1898, 
were  shaped  with  a  view  to  bringing  them  into  a  line  with  the  policy 
which  had  been  recently  adopted  by  Congress  in  the  act  of  June  4, 1897 
(30  Stat.  L.,  34-36),  providing  for  the  use  of  timber  within  forest  reser- 
vations, and  which  was  again  followed  in  the  act  of  May  14, 1898  (30 
Stat.  L.,  409),  relating  to  timber  in  Alaska. 

These  revised  regulations  restrict  the  taking  of  timber  thereunder, 
free  of  charge,  to  use  by  settlers  and  others  on  their  own  claims  or 
farms,  and  limit  the  quantity  to  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $100  within  any 
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one  year;  while,  in  order  to  meet  all  legitimate  needs  of  trade,  further 
provision  is  made  for  securing  timber  thereunder,  to  a  reasonable 
extent,  for  purposes  of  trafBc  and  sale,  upon  payment  for  same  upon  a 
basis  of  competition  after  appraisement  by  the  Government. 

Need  fob  Amended  Legislation  eespboting  Timber  on  Unre- 
served Lands. — In  connection  with  the  regulations  of  March  17, 1898, 
providing  for  sales  of  timber,  I  heartily  agree  in  the  remarks  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ofiice  pointing  out  the  bad  effects 
of  present  legislation  concerning  the  use  of  timber  on  unreserved  lands, 
and  concur  in  his  recommendations  for  amended  legislation  on  this 
point. 

Depredations  upon  Public  Timber. — Three  hundred  and  fifty- 
flve  cases  of  trespasses  were  reported  during  the  year,  involving  public 
timber  and  the  products  therefrom  to  the  value  of  $626,182.41  recover- 
able to  the  Government. 

The  amount  involved  in  propositions  of  settlement  accepted  and 
compromises  effected  under  section  3469,  Eevised  Statutes,  and  sales 
of  timber  and  lumber,  is  $23,481.77,  and  the  amount  involved  in  fines 
imposed  and  judgments  rendered  is  $120,762.73,  being  largely  in  excess 
of  the  expenditure  for  this  branch  of  the  service. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1898,  there  were  pending  in  the  courts  140  civil 
suits  for  the  recovery  of  $3,224,327.36  for  the  value  of  timber  alleged 
to  have  been  unlawfully  cut  from  public  lands,  and  412  criminal  prose- 
cutions for  the  cutting  and  removing  timber  in  violation  of  law. 

TJnion  Pacific  Eailkoad  Lands. — On  June  15, 1897,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Offlce  was  directed  to  submit  for  approval 
only  such  lists  of  lands,  within  the  limits  of  the  Union  Pacific  grant, 
as  had  been  shown  to  his  satisfaction  to  have  been  sold  by  said  com- 
pany for  a  valuable  consideration  to  actual  purchasers  prior  to  the  date 
of  default  by  said  company  on  its  bonded  indebtedness  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

On  February  1 1, 1898,  this  Department  was  advised  that  the  indebted- 
ness of  said  company  to  the  Government,  amounting  to  $58,448,223.75, 
had  been  fully  paid  by  the  reorganization  committee,  and  February  12, 
1898,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Olflce  was  advised  that  the 
restrictions  imposed  by  the  order  of  June  15,  1897,  were  removed  as  to 
the  Union  Pacific  Eailroad  lands  between  Omaha,  Nebr.,  and  Ogden, 
Utah,  and  that  as  to  such  lands  he  should  submit,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business,  for  consideration,  such  lists  as  the  company  might 
from  time  to  time  present. 

DES  MOIiraiS  RIVER  LAND   CLAIMS. 

Des  Moines  Eiter  Lands. — Congress,  by  act  approved  August  8, 
1846,  granted  "  certain  lands  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  to  aid  in  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Des  Moines  Eiver  in  said  Terri- 
Ab.  98— -89 
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tory."  Much  of  that  land  had  been  settled  upon  under  the  homestead 
preemption,  and  other  public-land  laws,  and  Congress,  by  joint  resolu- 
tion approved  March  2, 1861,  endeavored  to  quiet  the  title  to  said  lands. 

The  sundry  civil  act  approved  August  18, 1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  372,  396, 
397),  appropriated  $200,000  to  be  expended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  in  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  settlers  on  the  so-called 
Des  Moines  Eiver  lands  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  also  authorized  the 
appointment  of  a  special  commissioner  to  investigate,  hear,  and  deter- 
mine the  claims  of  all  settlers,  their  heirs  or  assigns.  The  special  com- 
missioner appointed  in  pursuance  of  such  authority  to  investigate  the 
claims  of  said  settlers  made  report  thereof  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1896. 
Such  report  is  embodied  in  Senate  Document  ITo.  258,  Fifty-fourth 
Congress,  first  session.  It  shows  that  the  amount  of  awards  made  by 
the  commissioner  to  settlers  and  claimants  on  said  Des  Moines  Eiver 
lands  aggregated  $183,854.07.  Of  that  sum  claims  have  been  allowed 
and  paid  to  the  amount  of  $178,620.29.  Only  two  claims  remain  unpaid, 
and  one  of  these  is  partly  paid  and  the  other  represents  $5,000.  Said 
unpaid  claims  await  the  completion  of  certain  formalities  required  of 
the  claimants  to  complete  payment  in  full. 

A  further  appropriation  of  about  $40,000  was  made  by  the  sundry 
civil  bill  approved  July  1,  1898,  to  pay  a  certain  class  of  these  claims, 
the  payment  of  which  was  not  authorized  by  the  act  of  August  18, 1894, 
as  follows : 

Des  Moines  River  Land  Settlers. — To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
expend  any  balance  of  money  appropriated  under  the  act  of  August  eighteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  remaining  unexpended,  which  sum  is  hereby 
reappropriated  to  pay  such  sums  as  may  be  found  due  to  duly  qualified  settlers  who 
have  in  good  faith  filed  preemption  or  homestead  claims,  made  settlement,  resided 
upon  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  five  years,  unless  sooner  evicted,  cultivated  and 
made  valuable  improvements  on  the  land  claimed,  and  in  cases  where  such  persons 
made  actual  settlement  in  good  faith  under  the  preemption  and  homestead  laws,  at 
a  time  when  others  were  permitted  to  file  on  like  lands  and  in  good  faith  resided 
upon  the  same  for  a  i)eriod  of  not  less  than  five  years,  unless  sooner  evicted,  culti- 
vated and  made  valuable  improvements  upon  the  lands  so  occupied,  and  duly  offered 
to  file  for  the  land  settled  upon  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  but  were  not  per- 
mitted to  do  so  by  the  officers  of  the  Land  Department,  and  did  not  abandon  said 
lands  or  procure  title  to  other  public  lands  under  any  law  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  further  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  to  enable 
the  Secretary  to  make  such  payments :  Prodded,  That  no  part  of  the  aforesaid  sums 
shall  be  paid  until  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  find  and  determine,  upon  the 
evidence  heretofore  taken  by  the  special  commissioner  appointed  under  said  act  of 
August  eighteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  upon  such  other  and  fur- 
ther evidence  as  he  may  in  his  discretion  take,  all  of  which  shall  be  preserved  in  his 
office,  what  sum,  if  anything,  is  justly  due  such  persons,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
and  the  measure  of  damages  shall  be  in  all  respects  as  was  provided  for  claims  under 
said  act  of  August  eighteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  of  the  fore- 
going sums  two  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  may  he 
expended  in  making  such  further  examination:  Provided  further,  That  no  claim  of 
any  preemptor  or  homesteader  shall  be  considered  or  allowed  except  upon  proofs  of 
settlement,  residence,  and  improvements,  as  herein  re()|uired:  Provided  further,  That 
nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  as  authorizing  the  reopening  or  further  oonsidera- 
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tion  of  auy  claim  reported  in  lists  A  and  B  of  the  special  commissioneT's  report  as 
the  same  appears  in  Senate  Document  Numbered  Two  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  Fifty- 
fourth  Congress,  first  session. 

Under  the  authority  conferred  by  the  first  proviso  of  the  paragraph 
above  quoted,  Hon.  Johu  L.  Stevens,  of  Boone,  Iowa,  was  appointed  as 
a  special  commissioner  to  take  such  other  and  further  evidence  and 
make  such  other  and  further  examination  as  may  be  required  for  the 
adjudication  of  the  class  of  claims  mentioned,  and  he  is  now  engaged 
upon  that  work. 


OFFICE  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

The  force  in  the  offlce  of  the  Assistant  Attorney-General  is  occupied 
mainly  with  matters  arising  under  the  land  laws  of  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding  the  repeal  of  the  preemption  and  timber-culture  laws, 
many  questions  arising  upon  claims  initiated  under  those  laws  before 
their  repeal  are  continually  presented  for  decision.  During  the  eleven 
months  covered  by  this  report  decisions  were  prepared  in  1,096  con- 
tested cases,  as  against  951  for  the  twelve  preceding  mouths.  The 
number  of  motions  for  review  has  materially  decreased,  355  such 
motions  having  been  disposed  of  during  the  past  eleven  months,  as 
against  376  for  the  twelve  preceding  months. 

Questions  requiring  the  consideration  of  the  law  force  are  not  confined 
to  appeals  in  contested  cases,  but  extend  over  a  large  amount  of  mis- 
cellaneous work,  such  as  petitions  for  certiorari,  adjustments  of  railroad 
grants,  applications  for  survey,  matters  pertaining  to  Alaska,  etc.  One 
hundred  and  ninety-two  matters  of  this  character  have  been  disposed 
of,  while  hundreds  of  letters  have  been  written  to  parties  and  their 
attorneys  relative  to  the  status  and  procedure  of  cases  before  the 
Department.  This  ofiice  is  also  frequently  called  upon  for  written 
opinions  upon  matters  pending  or  arising  in  the  Indian,  Pension, 
Patent,  and  other  bureaus  of  the  Department.  The  preparation  of 
these  opinions  requires  much  labor  and  research  and  involves  a  high 
degree  of  responsibility. 

During  a  portion  of  the  year  one  of  the  assistant  attorneys  has  been 
absent  on  detail,  another  has  been  acting  as  chief  of  the  division  having 
in  charge  the  affairs  of  the  Indian  Territory,  and  the  detail  to  this 
ofQce  of  one  assistant  attorney  from  the  Board  of  Pension  Appeals  has 
been  discontinued.  To  this  extent  the  working  force  in  the  office  has 
been  reduced. 

Two  volumes  of  614  and  736  pages,  respectively,  containing  depart- 
mental decisions  involving  leading  and  important  principles  of  law  or 
practice,  have  been  published.  It  would  be  difficult  to  overestimate 
the  advantage  accruing  to  the  assistant  attorneys  of  the  oiflce  and  to 
attorneys  practicing  before  the  Department,  the  General  Land  Office, 
and  the  local  offices  by  having  such  decisions  in  printed  form  for  pur- 
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poses  of  reference.    They  are  also  frequently  cited  and  quoted  from  by 
the  courts. 

By  act  of  July  7, 1898  (30  Stat.,  671),  provision  was  made  for  increas- 
ing the  force  by  the  addition  of  three  assistant  attorneys  and  one  sten- 
ographer and  typewriter.  A  continuance  of  this  additional  force  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  proper  transaction  of  the  business  of  the 
office. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  office  of  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  was  created  on  July  9, 
1832,  and  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Upon 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  1849  establishing  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  the  Indian  Bureau  was  transferred  to  this  Department. 

The  progress  of  the  Indians  during  the  past  year,  in  civilization  as 
well  as  education,  has  been  gradual,  though  substantial.  There  has 
been  but  one  disturbance  or  outbreak  of  a  serious  character,  and  that 
was  among  the  Chippewa  Indians  of  Minnesota.  It  was  of  very  recent 
occurrence,  however,  and  happily  has  been  suppressed. 

The  population  of  the  Indians,  exclusive  of  those  in  the  State  of  New 
York  and  of  those  in  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  may  be  stated  to  be, 
approximately,  180,132;  that  of  the  New  York  Indians,  5,318,  and  of 
the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  including  17,457  freedmen,  as  77,018. 

The  policy  heretofore  inaugurated  of  extending  to  the  Indians  every 
facility  tending  to  make  them  an  independent  and  self-supporting  class 
has  been  continued.  The  acceptance  by  many  Indians  of  the  oppor- 
tunities thus  presented  to  put  themselves  in  a  position  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  farming,  the  trades,  and  other  useful  occupations,  by 
means  of  which  they  can  compete  with  the  white  man,  has  proved  the 
wisdom  of  such  course. 

During  the  year  there  were  employed  1,512  Indians  in  the  agency 
service  proper  as  herders,  teamsters,  harness  makers,  clerks,  shoe- 
makers, butchers,  blacksmiths,  and  kindred  occupations,  to  whom  were 
aid  salaries  aggregating  $286,215 ;  and  in  the  Indian  school  service 
there  were  employed  1,158  for  the  work  of  nurses,  matrons,  clerks, 
cooks,  bakers,  laundresses,  industrial  and  other  teachers  usually  as 
assistants  but  occasionally  at  the  head  of  the  respective  departments, 
receiving  salaries  ranging  from  $36  to  $900  per  annum,  and  aggregating 
$277,562. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  February  8, 1887,  65,467  allotments 
have  been  made  to  Indians,  embracing  an  acreage  of  6,708,628  acres. 

Every  encouragement  has  been  extended  the  Indians  to  go  upon 
these  allotments  and  work  the  same. 

Under  a  clause  in  the  several  Indian  appropriation  bills  which  have 
been  enacted  from  time  to  time  by  Congress,  the  President  is  author- 
ized to  detail  officers  of  the  United  States  Army  to  act  as  Indian 
agents  at  such  agencies  as,  in  his  opinion,  may  require  the  presence  of 
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an  army  officer.  Pursuant  to  such  authority,  a  number  of  officers  have 
from  time  to  time  been  detailed  to  act  as  Indian  agents,  and  were 
serving  in  such  capacity  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  recent  war 
with  Spain. 

Owing  to  the  necessities  of  the  service  and  the  immediate  require- 
ments of  the  War  Department,  the  officers  hereinafter  named  of  the 
Regular  Army  who  had  been  in  the  service  of  this  Department  as  act- 
ing Indian  agents  have  been  recalled  to  their  respective  regiments, 
to  wit: 

Lieut.  Sedgwict  Rice,  San  Carlos  Agency,  Ariz. 

Capt.'William  E.  Dougherty,  Hoopa  Valley  Agency,  Cal. 

Lieut.  Francis  6.  Irwin,  jr..  Fort  Hall  Agency,  Idaho. 

Capt.  George  W.  H.  Stouch,  Blackfeet  Agency,  Mont. 

Capt.  Charles  L.  Cooper,  Pueblo  and  Jicarilla  Agency,  N.  Mex. 

Lieut.  Victor  E.  Stottler,  Mescalero  Agency,  N.  Mex. 

Maj.  Constant  Williams,  Navajo  Agency,  N.  Mex. 

Capt.  Frank  D.  Baldwin,  Kiowa  Agency,  Okla. 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  B.  Freeman,  Osage  Agency,  Okla. 

Capt.  George  A.  Cornish,  Uintah  and  Ouray  Agency,  Utah. 

Capt.  George  L.  Scott,  La  Pointe  Agency,  Wis, 

The  Department  has  regretted  to  lose  these  officers,  but  great  care 
has  been  exercised  in  the  selection  of  their  civilian  successors,  and  the 
present  Indian  agents  are,  generally,  of  a  high  character,  and  are  prov- 
ing to  be  very  competent  in  the  execution  of  their  trusts. 

The  following  officers  of  the  Army  are  still  connected  with  the 
Department  in  the  capacity  of  acting  Indian  agents,  to  wit: 

Capt.  William  A.  Mercer,  Omaha  and  Winnebago  Agency,  Nebr. 
Maj.  William  H.  Clapp,  Pine  Ridge  Agency,  S.  Dak. 
Maj.  Albert  E.  Woodson,  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  Agency,  Okla. 
Capt.  Henry  P.  Ritzens,  San  Carlos  Agency,  Ariz. 

Appkopriations. — The  appropriations  for  the  current  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Indian  department  and  fulfilling  treaty  stipula- 
tions with  the  various  tribes,  and  for  certain  special  purposes  incident 
to  the  Indian  service,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899,  aggre- 
gate $7,653,854,90,  an  apparent  increase  of  $222,234,01  over  those  of 
1898. 

The  items  of  difference  between  the  appropriations  for  1898  and  those 
for  1899  are  as  follows : 

Increase : 

Current  and  contingent  expenses $42,800.00 

Fulfilling  treaty  stipulations 126,528.16 

Support  of  schools 6,618.65 

Miscellaneous 55,187.20 

Total  increase 231,134.01 

Decrease : 

Miscellaneous  gratuities 8, 900. 00 

Net  increase 222,234.01 


1414    REPORT  OP  THK  SECRETARY  OP  THE  INTERIOR. 

Included  in  the  appropriations  for  the  present  year  and  going  to  make 
up  a  part  of  this  increase  are  certain  unusual  items  for  special  but 
obviously  necessary  purposes,  as  follows : 

Commission  to  Five  Civilized  Tribes $43,400 

Teleplione  line,  White  Earth  Agency 1,000 

Commission,  Crow  and  other  Indians 15,000 

Resurveying  boundaries,  Klamath  Reservation 10,  000 

Negotiating  with  Klamath  Indians 2,000 

Commission,  Puyallup  Reservation 2, 000 

Surveying  Cheyenne  River  and  Standing  Rock  reservations 23, 000 

Counsel  for  Pueblo  Indians 2,000 

Indian  exhibit,  Omaha  Exposition ^  -  -  -  40,  000 

Total 138,400 

In  addition  to  these  api^ropriations,  which  are  all  embraced  in  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  items  were  contained  in  the  deficiency  bill 
for  1898,  made  necessary  by  increased  advertising,  higher  rates  for 
transportation,  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  appropriation  for  traveling 
expenses  of  Indian  inspectors,  as  follows : 

Expenses  of  purchasing  goods  and  supplies,  advertising,  etc $5, 000 

Traveling  expenses  of  Indian  inspectors 2, 000 

Transportation  of  Indian  supplies 75,  000 

Total   82,000 

The  estimates  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  Department  lor  the 
Indian  service  for  1899  aggregated  $7,375,617.08.  The  total  amount 
appropriated  was  $7,653,854.90,  an  excess  over  the  estimates  of 
$278,237.82. 

The  objects  of  the  appropriations  for  1898  and  1899  are  as  follows: 


For- 


Current  and  contingent  expenses 

Fulfilling  treaty  stipulations 

Miscellaneous  support,  gratuities 

Incidental  expenses 

Support  of  schools 

Miscellaneous 

Total 


$740, 040. 00 

3, 123, 871.  74 

673, 025. 00 

80, 000.  00 

2,  631, 771. 35 

182, 912. 80 


7, 431, 620. 89 


1899. 


$782, 840.  00 

8,  250,  399. 90 

664, 125.  00 

80,  000. 00 

2, 638, 390. 00 

238, 100. 00 


7,  653,  854.  90 
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The  tbllowiug  table  shows  the  income  of  the  various  Indian  tribes, 
from  all  sources,  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1898 : 


■  Tribes. 


Interest  on 

trust 
funds,  (a) 


Treaty  and 

agree- 
ment obliga- 
tions. (&) 


Gratui- 
ties, (c) 


Indian 
moneys, 
proceeds  of 
labor  and 
miscella- 
neous, (d) 


A.paclies,  Kiowas,  and  Comanches  - . 

Apaches,  Kiowas,  Comanches,  and 
"Wichitas 

Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes 

Cherokees 

Chippewa  and  Christian  Indians- -- 

Chippewas  of  the  Mississippi 

Chippewas  in  Minnesota 

Chickasaws 

Chippewas  of  Lake  Superior 

Chippewas  of  Eed  Lake  and  Pem- 
bina  

Chippewas,  Turtle  Mountain  Band. 

Chippewas  on  White  Earth  Eeser- 
vation 

Choctaws 

Cceur  d'Alenes 

Columbias  and  Colvilles 

Creeks 

Crow  Creek  Sioux 

Crows 

Confederated  tribes  and  bands  in 
middle  Oregon 

Digger  Indians 

D'WamJsh  and  other  allied  tribes 
in  Washington 

Eastern  Shawnees 

Fort  Hall  Indians 

Elatheads  and  other  confederated 
tribes 

Flatheads,  Carlos's  Band 

Hualapais  in  Arizona 

IndiansinArizonaand  New  Mexico. 

Indians  at  Blackfeet  Agency 

Indians  at  Fort  Belknap  Agency  - . 

Indians  at  Fort  Berthold  Agency. . 

Indians  in  California 

Indians  at  Fort  Peck  Agency 

Indians  of  Klamath  Agency 

Indians  in  Washington 

Indians  of  Lemhi  Agency 

Indians  in  Nevada 

Indians  in  Oregon 

lowas  (Kansas) 

lowas  in  Oklahoma 


$50,  000.  00 

137,  869. 17 

2, 128.  02 


29, 250.  06 


90, 000.  00 
6,  733. 40 
12,  886.  49 


4,  357.  31 


$5,  525.  36 
3, 061. 80 


$46,  700.  00 


$100,  000.  00 
90,  000.  00 


$111, 562.  57 

el,  491.  01 

60.32 

3,  221. 45 


5, 000.  00 

215,559.00 

3,  000. 00 


10,  000. 00 
13,  000.  00 

10,  000. 00 


30,  032, 89 
11,  500. 00 
7, 000. 00 
49, 968. 40 


78, 000.  00 


6,  000. 00 
3, 900. 00 

7,  000.  00 


1,  030.  00 
16, 000.  00 


30,  000.  00 

10,  000. 00 

10, 000. 00 

7,  500. 00 

226, 000. 00 


150,  000. 00 
115, 000. 00 
80, 000. 00 


21,  000.  00 


165, 000. 00 


6, 000. 00 
14, 000. 00 
13, 000. 00 
16, 000. 00 
12,  000.  00 


2, 875. 00 
3,  000. 00 


7,  014. 49 

1,  523. 42 

48,  445. 14 


346.  09 

2, 491.  66 

269.  31 

25,491.40 


277. 60 


3,  719. 74 

88.35 

113.  00 

38.00 

1,  583.  30 

143. 82 


U.75 

19.70 

120. 00 

196.  75 


$158,  262. 57 

101,491.01 
176,  060.  32 

141,  090.  62 
2, 128. 02 

5,  000. 00 
222, 573. 49 
■64,858.20 

56,  570. 14 

10,  000. 00 
13, 000. 00 

10, 000. 00 
63,853.16 

11,  600.  00 
7, 346.  09 

142,  460.  05 

6,  992.  71 
116,  377. 89 

6,  000. 00 
3, 900. 00 

7, 000. 00 

1,030.00 

50,  634. 81 

10, 316. 50 
10, 000. 00 

7,  500.  00 
228, 719. 74 
160,  083. 35 
115, 113.  00 

80, 038. 00 
22, 683. 30 
165, 143.  82 
6,  000. 00 
14,  Oil.  75 
13,  019.  70 
16, 120.  00 
12, 196.  75 

8,  400.  36 
6, 061. 80 
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Tribes. 


Interest  on 

trnst 
funds,  (a) 


Treaty  and 

agree- 
ment obliga- 
tions. (&) 


Gratui- 
ties, (c) 


Indian 
moneys,, 
proceeos  of 
labor  and 
miscella- 
neous, (d) 


Kansas 

Kictapoos  (Kansas) 

Kickapoos  (Oklahoma) 

L'A.nse  and  Vieux  de  Sert  Chip- 

pewas 

Makahs 

Menomonees 

Mission  Indians 

Modocs,  in  Indian  Territory 

Molels 

Nez  Percys  (Idaho) 

Nez  Percys  of  Joseph's  Band 

UTorthem  Obey  ennes  and  Arapahoes 
Omahas 


2. 686. 17 
5, 190.  31 

1. 772. 18 

1,  000. 00 
44, 655.  38 


30,  859. 58 


Otoea  and  Missourias 

Pawnees 

Poncas 

Pottawatomies  (Kansas) - 
Puyallup  Indians 


Quinaielts  and  Quillehutes 

Bound  Yalley  Indians 

Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Mississippi. 
Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Mississippi 

in  Iowa 

Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Missouri — 

Seminoles  (Indian  Territory) 

Seminoles  in  Florida 

Senecas ■ 

Senecas,  Tonawanda  band 

Senecas  and  Shawnees 

Senecas  of  New  York 

Shoshones     and     Arapahoes     in 

"Wyoming 

Shoshones  in  Nevada 

Shoshones  in  Wyoming 

Sioux,  Yankton  tribe 

Sioux  of  Devils  Lake 

Sionx  of  different  tribes 

Sioux,  Medawakanton  band 

Sisseton  and  Wahpeton  Indians  - . . 

Six  Nations  of  New  York 

Siletz  Indians 

Spokanes 

Sklallams 

Stockbridges 

Tonkawas 


17, 489. 65 
418,  559. 64 
33, 471.  01 
20, 770. 49 
3,  500. 00 
9, 204.  72 
908.  82 


115.  60 
15,  608.  24 

1, 930. 20 
1,  082. 96 
76,  000. 00 


2, 048. 98 

4,  347. 60 

757.  02 


24, 000.  00 
150,  000. 00 


6, 750. 00 
4,087.83 


2,  500. 00 


5,  000. 00 


4, 000. 00 


10, 000. 00 
4,  000. 00 


3, 000.  00 
6,  000. 00 


5,  000. 00 
7,  500.  CO 


111,  000. 00 
9, 369.  23 
3,456.00 


47, 100.  00 
20,  647.  65 
1,  500. 00 


15,  000. 00 


3,  000. 00 


51, 000. 00 


8,  070. 00 
28,  500.  00 


3,  690. 00 


$11,  902. 50 
10.  000.  00 


16,  000. 00 
50, 000. 00 


1,  607, 000. 00 


56,  250.  00 
5, 820. 49 


18, 400. 00 
4,  500.  00 


7,  200. 00 


3, 799. 42 
1, 286. 24 


10,000.00 
20, 000.  00 


10, 000. 00 
5, 000. 00 


1, 500.  00 
4,  000. 00 


5, 296. 80 
6,  206. 44 


3,  351. 34 
260.  80 


14,  462. 38 

21,  028.  59 

4, 337. 43 

313.50 

6,  860. 90 

616.  61 

348.  00 

427.41 


100.  00 

32.45 

362.  82 

288.00 

5.50 


1, 802.  64 
275.  00 


43.00 
750.  56 


101. 25 
225. 86 


17,  232.  97 
15, 483. 58 

6,  772. 18 

1, 000.  00 
4, 000. 00 
89,473.45 
10, 260. 80 
4, 000. 00 
3, 000. 00 
41,  859. 58 

7,  600.  00 
111,  000. 00 

41, 421. 26 

443, 044. 23 

37,808.44 

68, 183. 99 

25,  360. 90 

30, 468. 98 

1,  256.  82 

1,  927. 41 

3, 000. 00 

115.  60 

66, 708. 24 

1,  962. 65 

9, 515. 78 

103,  788.  00 

6,  005. 50 
5, 738. 98 
4,  347. 50 

757.02 
11, 902. 50 

11,  802. 64 
10, 275. 00 
86,  000. 00 
74,  000. 00 
10,  043. 00 
1,  657, 750.  66 
5, 000. 00 
74, 751.  25 

4,  500.  00 
6, 046. 34 

7,  200.  00 
1, 500.  00 
3,  799. 42 

5,  286.  24 
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Tribes. 

Interest  on 

trust 
funds,  (a) 

Treaty  and 

agree- 
ment obliga- 
tions. (()) 

Gratui- 
ties, (c) 

Indian 

moneys, 
proceeds  of 
labor  and 

miscella- 
neous, (d) 

Total. 

Utes,  confederated  bands  of 

Walla  Walla,  Cayase,  and    TTma- 
tilla  tribes 

$75,167.00 
«  9, 795. 26 

$83,  740.  00 

$2,  500.  00 
5, 000.  00 

$18,  273. 05 

642.62 

4,924.78 

500. 36 

$179, 680. 05 
15, 437. 88 

44,162.47 

49,087.25 
8, 500.  36 

Takimas 

8, 000. 00 

Total 

1,  416,  213.  25 

3, 114,  207. 70 

738,  525.  00 

304,  942.  65 

/5,  573, 888. 50 

a  Interest  on  uninvested  funds  held  in  trust  by  the  Govemment,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  April  1,  1880  (21  Stats.,  70),  and  other  acts  of  Congress.  Paid  in  cash,  as  provided  by  law,  to  the 
proper  officers  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  and  to  such  other  Indians  as  treaties  require  shall  be  paid 
in  such  manner,  or  expended,  underthe  supervision  of  the  Department,  for  the  support,  education,  and 
civilization  of  the  respective  Indian  tribes. 

6  Appropriated  by  Congress  annually,  under  treaty  stipulations,  subject  to  changes  by  limitation  of 
treaties.  Expended  nnder  the  supervision  of  the  Department  for  the  support,  etc.,  of  the  Indians,  or 
paid  in  cash,  as  provided  by  treaty. 

c  Donated  by  Congress  for  the  necessary  support  of  Indians  having  no  treaties,  or  those  whose 
treaties  have  expired,  or  whose  funds  arising  from  existing  treaties  are  inadequate.  Expended  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Department. 

d  Proceeds  of  leasing  of  tribal  lands  for  grazing  and  farming  purposes  and  results  of  Indian  labor. 
Moneys  collected  through  Indian  agents,  and  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Department  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indians  or  paid  to  them  in  cash  per  capita. 

eDmatilla  tribe  only. 

/In  addition  to  this,  a  large  income,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  a  million  and  a  half  dollars,  is 
received  by  individual  Indians  from  sales  of  beef  cattle  and  various  products  to  the  Govemment,  the 
freighting  of  Indian  supplies,  the  sales  of  products  to  private  persons,  and  from  the  leasing  or  work- 
ing on  shares  of  allotted  lands. 

Hereto  appended  (Exhibit  A)  will  be  found  a  statement  showing  all 
Indian  reservations,  how  established,  the  area  of  unallotted  lands  in 
each,  in  acres  and  square  miles,  as  well  as  the  acreage  of  the  lands 
that  have  been  allotted  or  otherwise  disposed  of. 

Education. — The  school  statistics  of  the  year  show  a  highly  satis- 
factory condition  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  Indians,  marked 
progress  having  been  made  in  all  the  schools  throughout  the  country. 
There  have  been  added  to  the  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Government 
schools  1,296,  nearly  7  per  cent,  and  the  average  attendance  has  been 
increased  1,289,  nearly  9  per  cent.  The  total  number  of  Indian  youth 
(exclusive  of  the  Kew  Y  ork  Indians  and  those  of  the  Five  Civilized 
Tribes)  enrolled  in  all  schools,  both  Government,  public,  mission  and 
contract,  was  24,325,  with  an  average  attendance  of  nearly  82  per  cent, 
as  against  an  enrollment  of  22,964  in  1897. 

The  Government  Indian  school  system  now  embraces  100  boarding 
schools — 25  off  and  75  on  reservations — which  cared  for  15,052  pupils, 
and  4,847  were  enrolled  in  142  day  schools,  2,999  pupils  were  provided 
for  in  34  contract  schools,  and  the  remainder  in  public  and  mission 
schools.  There  have  been  established  during  the  year  5  new  boarding 
schools  and  8  day  schools ;  9  schools  have  been  discontinued  because 
better  facilities  have  been  otherwise  provided.  The  quarterly  reports 
of  issues  and  expenditures  on  account  of  all  Indian  schools  show  that 
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the  total  cost  thereof  to  the  Government  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1898,  was  $2,345,947.88. 

The  schools  of  the  New  York  Indians  and  Indians  composing  the 
Five  Civilized  Tribes  in  the  Indian  Territory  are  not  under  the  super- 
vision of  this  Department;  but  as  a  matter  of  information  it  maybe 
stated  that  there  are  31  schools  among  the  New  York  Indians,  at 
which  there  is  an  attendance  of  1,059  pupils,  and  among  the  Five  Civ- 
lized  Tribes  approximately  373*  schools,  with  an  attendance  of  10,476* 
children. 

Special  effort  has  been  made  to  compel  attendance  at  reservation 
schools,  and  the  Commissioner  recommends  that  the  law  be  changed 
so  as  to  empower  the  Indian  Office  to  transfer  advanced  pupils  from 
reservation  to  nonreservation  schools  without  the  consent  of  parents 
or  guardians  when  the  highest  good  of  the  pupils  demands  it. 

The  time  has  arrived  when  it  is  fair  to  begin  to  look  for  tangible 
results  from  the  educational  work  which  has  been  going  on  for  a  school 
generation,  and  agents  have  been  asked  to  report  as  to  the  conduct 
and  physical  condition  of  returned  students.  The  replies  are  unex- 
pectedly gratifying,  in  that  they  show  that  73  per  cent  have  made  a 
good  record  since  leaving  school;  3  per  cent  have  done  excellently; 
while  only  24  per  cent  have  turned  out  badly.  The  health  returns  are 
quite  as  good,  89  per  cent  being  reported  in  good  physical  condition. 

Congress  at  its  last  session  provided  that  the  amount  allowed  con- 
tract schools  during  the  current  year  should  be  25  per  cent  less  than 
last  year,  which  leaves  $119,644.50  to  be  so  applied;  $23,125  have  also 
been  allowed  from  tribal  funds  to  three  contract  schools  among  the 
Usages  and  Pottawatomies.  Most  of  the  schools  carry  a  larger  number 
of  pupils  than  are  called  for  in  their  contracts. 

A  few  schools  carried  on  by  missionary  societies  without  Govern- 
ment aid  make  no  report  to  the  Indian  OflSce,  and  their  attendance  is 
not  known. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  improvement  of  school  plants, 
particularly  in  regard  to  heating,  lighting,  sewerage,  and  fire  protec- 
tion, and  the  ornamentation  of  buildings  and  grounds  has  not  been 
neglected. 

Additional  buildings  furnished  the  following  schools  have  greatly 
increased  their  efficiency  and  comfort,  and  in  several  cases  their  capacity 
also:  Fort  Sill,  Kiverside,  Rainy  Mountain,  and  Arapaho,  Okla,;  Cher- 
okee, N.  C. ;  Flandreau,  S.  Dak. ;  Mount  Pleasant,  Mich. ;  Little  Water, 
Navajo  Eeservation,  N.  Mex. ;  Greenville,  Cal.,  and  Phoenix,  Ariz.  In 
course  of  construction  are  new  school  plants  at  White  Earth  and  Ver- 
milion Lake,  Minn.,  and  new  buildings  for  Haskell,  Kans.,  and  Tomah, 
Wis.  Buildings  have  been  made  ready  for  occupancy  and  new  schools 
will  open  this  fall  at  Eapid  City,  S.  Dak.;  Toledo,  Iowa,  and  Eed 
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Moon  and  Oaiitonment,  on  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Reservation,  Okla. 
The  school  at  Clontarf  has  been  consolidated  with  that  at  Morris, 
Minn.,  and  bids  have  been  invited  for  the  construction  of  a  new  dormi- 
tory at  Morris. 

The  Commissioner  recommends  that  the  Perris  School  be  removed  to 
some  other  point  in  southern  California  where  good  soil  and  water  can 
be  had.  The  present  site  lacks  both,  and  though  the  buildings  are 
inadequate  and  out  of  repair,  it  is  not  good  policy  to  make  further 
expenditures  upon  them  pending  a  decision  as  to  the  permanent  location 
of  the  school, 

Nearly  all  of  these  schools  have  been  carefully  inspected  during  the 
year  by  the  Indian  inspectors,  special  Indian  agents,  and  school  super- 
visors, and  the  most  of  them  found  generally  well  conducted  and  ia 
satisfactory  condition  as  to  buildings,  equipment,  and  attendance, 
health,  and  advancement  of  the  pupils. 

Two  school  supervisors  have  been  added  to  the  force,  making  five  in 
all.  The  Commissioner  recommends  that  an  inspector  of  school  plants 
be  provided,  since  the  Government  has  at  least  a  $3,000,000  investment 
in  Indian  school  buildings. 

Indian  School  Sites. — The  Commissioner  gives  a  full  history  as  to 
the  obtaining  of  sites  and  the  titles  to  the  lands  on  which  are  located 
the  schools  at  Wild  Rice  Eiver  and  Pipestone,  Minn.,  and  Flandreau 
and  Rapid  City,  S.  Dak. 

Teans-Mississippi  International  Exposition  at  Omaha. — In 
the  Indian  appropriation  act  of  July  1, 1898  (30  Stats.,  571),  an  appro- 
priation of  $40,000  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  past 
and  present  conditions  of  the  various  Indian  tribes  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  progress  made  by  education,  and  such  other  matters  and 
things  as  would  fully  show  the  Indian  advancement  in  civilization,  etc. 
Oapt.  W.  A.  Mercer,  U.  S.  A.,  acting  agent  of  the  Omaha  and  Winne- 
bago Agency,  Nebr.,  was  detailed  to  install  and  conduct  the  Congress 
of  Indian  tribes.  The  work  was  prosecuted  with  as  much  expedition 
as  possible,  and  on  the  4th  of  August,  1898,  the  Indian  Congress  was 
formally  opened. 

The  plan  of  the  congress  contemplated  having  the  Indian  families 
of  the  many  tribes,  in  native  dress  and  dwellings,  carrying  on  the  avo- 
cations of  their  aboriginal  life  in  a  degree  as  little  modified  by  civiliza- 
tion as  possible.  In  this  the  congress  fully  realized  anticipations.  The 
scientific  features  of  the  encampment,  however,  which  afforded  unusual 
opportunities  for  the  study  of  Indian  life  and  race  characteristics, 
received  but  little  attention  when  compared  with  that  given  by  the 
visitors  to  the  congress  to  the  Indian  games,  dances,  sham  battles,  etc. 

There  were  545  Indians  in  the  encampment,  embracing  the  Sioux, 
Blackfeet,  Assinniboine,  Sac  and  Pox,  Apache,  Apache  Jicarilla,  Chip- 
pewa, Flathead,  Kootenai,  Oalispel,  Crow,  Iowa,  Ponca,  Tonkawa, 
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Cheyenne  (Southern),  Arapaho  (Southern),  Kiowa,  Apache  (Geronimo's 
band),  Wichita,  Omaha,  Winnebago,  Pueblo,  and  Otoe  tribes,  repre- 
senting 27  reservations.  Included  in  the  band  of  Apache  prisoners  of 
war  from  Port  Sill  were  Chief  Geronimo,  the  famous  Apache  warrior, 
and  his  able  lieutenant,  l^achie. 

There  was  much  delay  in  opening  the  Congress,  owing  partly  to  the 
lateness  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  providing  the  funds  therefor  and 
partly  to  the  reluctance  to  attend  it  of  many  representative  Indians 
whose  presence  was  most  desired. 

In  the  Government  building  there  was  an  Indian  school  exhibit  set- 
ting forth  the  intellectual  and  industrial  training  given  in  ten  boarding 
schools  and  a  number  of  day  schools  carried  on  by  the  Government, 
Papers  from  the  schoolrooms  and  articles  manufactured  in  the  shops, 
with  photographs,  interior  and  exterior,  of  school  buildings,  gave  a  fair 
idea  of  the  aim,  scope,  and  success  of  school  work  carried  on  by  the 
Government.  Examples  of  aboriginal  taste  and  skill  in  the  way  of 
blankets,  bead  work,  pottery,  etc.,  make  good  decorative  effects  in 
installation  and  show  the  native  capacity  upon  which  civilization 
impresses  itself. 

Exhibition  of  Indians. — Authority  has  been  granted  during  the 
past  year  for  the  taking  of  Indians  for  exhibition  purposes  to  the 
North  Dakota  State  fair  to  Messrs.  Cody  (Buffalo  Bill)  and  Salisbury, 
to  the  Milwaukee  Semicentennial  celebration,  and  to  several  other 
celebrations  and  exhibitions  of  a  local  character.  Stipulations  are 
always  made  for  the  proper  treatment  of  the  Indians  and  their  safe 
return  to  their  homes.  Several  applications  for  permission  to  take 
Indians  away  to  be  exhibited  have  been  refused,  for  unless  the  greatest 
care  in  granting  such  privileges  is  exercised  the  Indians  are  liable  to 
suffer  from  neglect  or  bad  treatment. 


COMMISSIONS. 

COMMISSION  TO  THE  FIVE   CIVILIZED    TEIBES    (DAWES 

COMMISSION). 

By  the  Indian  appropriation  act  of  March  3, 1893,  a  commission  was 
appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  for  the  purpose 
of  the  extinguishment  of  the  national  or  tribal  title  to  any  lands  within 
tbe  Indian  Territory  held  by  any  and  all  of  such  nations  or  tribes,  either 
by  cession  of  the  same  or  some  part  thereof  to  the  United  States,  or 
by  the  allotment  and  division  of  the  same  in  severalty  among  the  Indians 
of  such  nations  or  tribes,  respectively,  as  maybe  entitled  to  the  same, 
or  by  such  other  method  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  several 
nations  and  tribes  aforesaid,  or  each  of  them,  with  the  United  States, 
with  a  view  to  such  an  adjustment  upon  the  basis  of  justice  and  equity 
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as  may,  with  the  consent  of  such  nations  or  tribes  of  Indians,  so  far  as 
maybe  necessary,  be  requisite  and  suitable  to  enable  the  ultimate  crea- 
tion of  a  State  or  States  of  the  Union  which  shall  embrace  the  lands 
within  said  Indian  Territory. 

By  the  Indian  appropriation  act  of  June  10,  1896,  the  Commission 
was  further  continued,  and  they  were  directed  as  follows:  To  hear  and 
determine  the  applications  for  citizenship  in  the  several  nations;  to 
cause  a  complete  roll  of  citizenship  of  each  of  said  nations  to  be  made 
up  from  their  records;  to  file  the  list  of  members  as  they  finally 
approved  them  with  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs;  to  make  a 
roll  of  freedmen  entitled  to  citizenship  in  said  tribes  and  to  include 
their  names  in  the  list  of  members  to  be  filed  with  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs ;  to  report  to  Congress  as  to  leases,  tribal  and  individual, 
and  also  as  to  the  excessive  holdings  of  members  of  the  tribes  and 
others. 

The  Indian  appropriation  act  of  June  7,  1897,  still  further  contmue 
the  Commission,  impose  additional  duties  upon  them,  and  construe 
the  words  "rolls  of  citizenship"  in  the  act  of  1896  to  mean  "the  last 
authenticated  rolls  of  each  tribe  which  have  been  approved  by  the 
council  of  the  nation,  and  the  descendants  of  those  appearing  on  such 
rolls  and  such  additional  names  and  their  descendants  as  have  been 
subsequently  added  either  by  the  council  of  such  nation,  the  duly 
authorized  courts  thereof,  or  the  Commission  under  the  act  of  June 
tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-six,"  etc. 

The  report  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Commission  shows  that  of  the 
7,500  applications  for  citizenship  in  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  required 
to  be  heard  and  determined  by  the  Commission  by  the  act  of  June  10, 
1896,  the  following  were  admitted : 

In  the  Choctaw  Nation 1,212 

In  the  Chickasaw  Nation 334 

In  the  Cherokee  Nation 274 

In  the  Creek  Nation 255 

Total 2,075 

The  large  number  of  failures  to  obtain  admissions  is  attributable  to 
the  fact  that  the  Commission  was  required  by  the  statute  in  determin- 
ing such  applications  to  respect  all  laws  of  the  several  nations  or  tribes 
not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  all  treaties 
with  said  nations  or  tribes,  and  give  full  force  and  effect  to  the  rolls, 
usages,  and  customs  of  said  nations  and  tribes.  A  large  number  of 
those  rejected  have  appealed,  as  provided  by  law,  but  as  the  Curtis  bill 
(30  Stat.,  495)  provides  that  "no  person  shall  be  enrolled  who  has  not 
heretofore  removed  to  and  in  good  faith  settled  In  the  nation  in  which 
he  claims  citizenship,"  there  need  be  little  apprehension  that  the  roll  of 
citizenship  ultimately  entitled  to  allotment  will  be  duly  swelled  by  these 
appeals. 

The  agreement  of  September  16, 1897,  with  the  Seminoles  has  been 
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duly  ratified  and  appears  to  be  giving  general  satisfaction.  The  future 
of  this  people  is  very  encouraging. 

The  agreement  with  the  Choctaws  and  Ohickasaws  of  April  27,  1897, 
was  ratified  by  the  council  of  both  nations,  but  was  rejected  by  the 
popular  vote  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation.  The  agreement  with  the  Creeks 
was  rejected  by  the  council. 

As  required  by  the  act  of  June  7,  1897,  an  examination  was  made  as 
to  the  rights  of  the  Mississippi  Choctaws  to  Choctaw  citizenship  and 
reported  to  Congress,  holding  that  "these  Mississippi  Indians  have  a 
right  at  any  time  to  remove  to  the  Indian  Territory,  and,  joining  their 
brethren  there,  claim  participation  in  all  the  privileges  of  a  Choctaw 
citizen  save  participation  in  their  annuities,  but  that  they  could  not 
maintain  this  claim  otherwise  than  after  such  removal;"  and  recom- 
mending that,  in  view  of  the  importance  of  this  claim,  provision  be 
made  for  a  judicial  determination  of  the  question.  A  bill  containing 
this  provision  has  passed  the  Senate  and  is  pending  in  the  House. 

At  the  request  of  the  committee  of  Congress  having  charge  of  the 
Curtis  bill  during  its  pendency,  the  Commission,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Department,  remained  in  Washington  until  final  action  was  had 
thereon,  rendering  such  assistance  as  was  in  its  power,  based  upon 
accurate  and  reliable  information  in  relation  to  the  many  questions 
involved  in  the  comprehensive  scope  of  the  proposed  measure,  as  well 
as  upon  its  experience  and  observation  while  in  the  Territory. 

The  Curtis  bill,  which  became  a  law  June  28,  1898,  provided,  among 
other  things,  for  resubmission,  with  certain  specified  modifications  of 
the  two  agreements — that  with  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  and  that 
with  the  Creeks — for  ratification,  to  a  popular  vote  in  their  respective 
nations,  and  provided  further  that  if  ratified  the  provisions  of  these 
agreements,  so  far  as  they  differed  from  that  bill,  should  supersede  it. 
The  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  agreement  was  submitted  for  ratification 
and  was  ratified  August  24, 1898,  by  a  large  majority. 

The  agreement  with  the  Creek  Indians  was  rejected  by  popular  vote 
of  the  Creek  Nation  on  November  1, 1898. 

The  bill  imposes  many  new,  arduous,  and  responsible  duties  upon 
the  Commission: 

(1)  The  taking  of  a  census  of  all  the  citizenship  of  each  nation  before 
perfecting  a  final  roll  for  allotment.  This  compels  the  Commission  to 
pass  judicially  upon  the  right  to  citizenship  of  every  name  upon  the 
citizenship  roll  of  each  of  the  Five  Tribes. 

(2)  The  preparation  of  a  correct  roll  of  all  the  freedmen  entitled  to 
or  claiming  any  rights  under  the  treaties  of  1866  with  the  respective 
tribes  and  of  all  of  their  descendants  born  since  the  date  of  these 
treaties. 

(3)  The  determination  and  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of 
the  identity  of  the  Mississippi  Choctaws  claiming  rights  in  Choctaw 
property  under  the  treaty  of  September  27, 1830. 
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(4)  Before  any  allotment  of  laud  is  made  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  to 
segregate  therefrom  in  separate  allotment  or  otherwise  the  157,600 
acres  purchased  by  the  Delaware  Indians  from  the  Cherokee  Nation 
under  the  agreement  of  April  8, 1867,  subject  to  the  judicial  determi- 
nation of  the  Delaware  rights  therein.  The  Delawares  have  com- 
menced suit  in  the  Court  of  Claims  for  the  determination  of  these 
rights. 

The  commission  has  nearly  completed  a  census  of  the  Creek  and 
Chickasaw  Indians  and  freedmen,  and  has  fully  completed  that  of  the 
Seminoles,  and  rolls  of  the  latter  are  about  completed,  so  that  the  com- 
mission may,  when  provided  with  means,  begin  the  work  of  allotment 
according  to  the  agreement.  In  order  to  do  this  work  an  appropria- 
tion of  at  least  $50,000  is  believed  to  be  necessary. 

Most  gratifying  results  and  greater  advance  toward  the  attainment 
of  the  objects  aimed  at  by  the  Government  have  been  accomplished  in 
the  past  year  thaiu  in  any  previous  year,  and  what  has  been  done  is 
fundamental,  embracing  the  elementary  conditions  essential  to  the 
healthy  growth  of  a  prosperous  people.  The  Government  should  lend 
all  possible  aid  in  giving  the  right  direction  and  needed  support. 

The  Commission  again  calls  attention  to  the  necessity  for  providing 
for  the  education  of  some  30,000  white  children  residents  of  the  Indian 
Territory.  I  concur  in  the  conclusions  of  the  Commission  that  ample 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  education  of  these  white  children, 
and  have  most  earnestly  to  recommend  that  Congress,  at  an  early  day, 
make  adequate  appropriation  for  such  purpose. 

The  fall  report  of  the  Commission  is  hereto  appended  (Exhibit  B). 

THE   OHIPPEWA  INDIANS   OF  MINNESOTA. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  January  14,  1889  (25  Stat.  L.,  642) 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  and  civilization  of  the  Chippewa  Indians 
in  the  State  of  Minnesota,"  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  commis- 
sion to  negotiate  with  the  different  bands  or  tribes  of  Chippewa  Indians 
in  Minnesota  for  the  complete  cession  of  all  these  reservations  in  Min- 
nesota, except  the  White  Earth  and  Red  Lake  reservations  and  of  so 
much  of  the  latter  as  is  not  required  for  allotments  to  the  Indians;  the 
taking  of  a  census  and  the  removal  of  all  the  Indians  in  Minnesota, 
except  those  on  Eed  Lake  Reservation,  to  the  White  Earth  Reservation; 
the  allotment  of  lands  to  Red  Lake  Indians  on  Red  Lake  Reservation, 
and  allotment  of  lands  to  all  other  Indians  on  White  Earth.  It  further 
provides  for  survey  under  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  of  General 
LandOf&ceof  all  ceded  lands;  theappointmentof  experienced  examiners 
of  standing  or  growing  pine  timber  thereon,  at  a  compensation  of  not 
more  than  $6  per  day,  including  all  expenses,  to  determine  the  cash 
value  thereof,  fixing  the  minimum  of  such  valuation  at  $3  per  1,000  feet, 
board  measure,  of  pine  lumber,  and  for  reappraisement  of  lands  in  case 
of  rejection  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  previous  appraisement. 
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It  further  provides  for  sale,  after  public  notice,  of  pine  land  and 
agricultural  lauds  and  permits  of  entry  of  latter  under  homestead  law 
at  $1.25  per  acre,  payable  in  five  equal  annual  payments,  and  after  five 
years'  occupancy  of  lands,  etc. 

It  also  provides  that  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  lands  shall  after  deducting 
all  expenses  of  census,  obtaining  cession,  making  removal  and  allot- 
ments, and  completion  of  surveys  and  appraisals,  be  deposited  in  the 
Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Chippewa  Indians  in  Minnesota,  as  a  per- 
manent fund,  to  draw  interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  per  annum,  payable 
annually,  for  the  period  of  fifty  years,  after  the  making  of  allotments, 
one-third  of  such  interest  payable  in  cash  to  Indians  and  one-fourth  to 
be  expended  under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
in  establishing  and  maintaining  a  system  of  free  schools  among  the 
Indians,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  specified  the  permanent 
fund  to  be  divided  and  paid  to  all  the  Chippewa  Indians.  It  further  pro- 
vides that  Congress  may,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  civilization  and 
self-support  among  Indians,  advance  a  portion  of  such  principal  sum,  not 
exceeding  5  per  cent  thereof  j  also  that  the  United  States  shall  advance 
as  euch  5  per  cent  interest  on  the  permanent  fund  the  sum  of  $90,000 
annually  until  the  permanent  fund  (exclusive  of  the  amounts  to  be 
reimbursed  the  Government)  shall  equal  or  exceed  the  sum  of  $3,000,000, 
less  any  interest  that  may  in  the  meantime  accrue  from  accumulations 
of  the  permanent  fund,  payments  of  such  interest  to  be  made  yearly  in 
advance,  three-fourths,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
during  first  five  years  to  be  expended  in  procuring  live  stock,  teams, 
farming  implements,  and  seed  for  such  of  the  Indians,  to  the  extent  of 
their  shares,  as  are  fit  and  desire  to  engage  in  farming,  and  the  bal- 
ance in  cash.  It  further  provides  that  whenever  the  permanent  fund 
exceeds  the  sum  of  $3,000,000  the  United  States  shall  be  fully  reim- 
bursed out  of  such  excess  for  all  advances  of  interest  made  or  contem- 
plated and  other  expenses  incurred  under  the  act.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  to  carry  it  into  eifect. 

The  commissioners  appointed  February  26,  1889,  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act  entered  at  once  upon  their  duties  of  negotiating 
with  the  Indians,  and  on  March  4, 1890,  the  agreement  concluded  by 
them  with  the  Indians  for  the  cession  of  their  lands,  etc.,  was  approved 
by  the  President  and  transmitted  to  Congress.  Subsequently  a  cen- 
sus was  taken,  surveys  of  the  land  were  entered  upon,  and  in  August 
of  1891  examiners  of  the  pine  lands  were  appointed.  The  Commission 
began  the  work  of  making  allotments  on  the  White  Earth  Reservation 
December  9, 1891;  their  progress,  however,  was  necessarily  slow,  owing 
to  the  disinclination  of  the  Indians  to  accept  allotments,  etc.,  and  up 
to  September  1, 1893,  allotments  of  80  acres  each  had  been  made  at  the 
White  Earth  Eeservation  to  2,209  Indians,  and  643  Indians  were 
removed  to  the  White  Earth  Eeservation,  and  85  others,  after  their 
removal,  returned  to  their  former  homes.    In  May  of  1893  a  new  corps 
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of  Chippewa  timber  examiners  were  appointed.  In  the  Annual  Eeport 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1894, 
it  is  stated  of  these  examiners  and  the  work  intrusted  to  them  that — 

During  the  first  year  of  their  work  under  the  present  administration  they  exam- 
ined 609,000  acres,  while  the  former  corps  examined  435,000  in  fourteen  months. 

There  remains  about  1,900,000  acres  to  be  examined,  which,  at  the  rate  established 
by  the  present  corps,  will  take  over  three  years  from  this  time.  The  rate  of  prog- 
ress will,  however,  largely  depend  upon  whether  the  lands  are  heavily  or  sparsely 
timbered. 

The  law  as  it  now  stands  provides  for  the  sale  of  the  timber  only  after  all  of  the 
land  shall  have  been  surveyed,  examined,  and  appraised,  and  seems  also  to  contem- 
plate the  offering  of  the  entire  body  of  land  at  one  time  and  place.  There  exists  a 
a  present  demand  for  the  timber.  While  the  timber  continues  in  the  possession  of 
the  Government  it  is  liable  to  injury  at  any  time  from  depredations  of  trespassers, 
accidental  and  intentional  fires,  from  storms,  and  perhaps  other  occurrences. 

A  large  portion  of  the  pine  lands,  comprising  considerably  more  than  100,000  acres," 
have  already  been  surveyed,  examined,  and  segregated,  and  might  be  offered  for 
sale,  without  delay,  if  there  were  legal  authority  for  so  doing.  Such  authority  is 
presented  in  H.  R.  bill  5103.  It  has  passed  the  House,  and  it  is  earnestly  to  be 
desired  that  it  speedily  pass  the  Senate. 

By  act  of  Congress,  approved  February  26, 1896  (29  Stat.  L.,  17),  the 
act  relating  to  the  cession  of  the  Chippewa  lands,  approved  January  14, 
1889  (25  Stat.  L.,  642),  was  amended  so  as  to  provide  that  whenever  and 
as  often  as  the  survey,  examination,  and  appraisal  of  100,000  acres  of 
pine  lands,  or  of  a  less  quantity,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  have  been  made,  the  portion  so  surveyed,  examined,  and 
appraised  shall  be  proclaimed  as  in  market  and  offered  for  sale,  etc. 

The  first  offering,  therefore,  of  pine  lands  in  the  Chippewa  Reserva- 
tion in  Minnesota,  under  this  legislation,  took  place  in  July,  1896,  at 
which  time  115,342.78  acres  containing  225,977,000  feet  of  pine,  valued 
at  $686,333,  were  offered,  and  65,038.33  acres,  containing  118,224,000 
feet,  valued  at  $369,282.34  were  sold,  leaving  50,304.45  acres  containing 
107,753,000  feet,  valued  at  $317,050.66,  unsold  and  subject  to  private 
sale  for  cash  at  the  appraised  value. 

Complaint  having  been  made  to  my  immediate  predecessor  of  incom- 
petency and  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  the  then  employed  corps  of 
Chippewa  examiners,  consisting  of  twenty-seven  men,  thirteen  of  whom 
were  from  Minnesota,  and  fourteen  from  other  States  that  have  no  tim- 
ber of  the  same  character  as  that  to  be  examined  in  Minnesota,  United 
States  Indian  Inspector  J.  George  Wright  was,  on  the  20th  of  October, 
1896,  directed  to  make  an  investigation  of  the  matter,  and  on  Decem- 
ber 31, 1896,  he  reported  inexperience  and  carelessness  on  the  part  ot 
said  corps,  and  that  on  an  examination  of  85  tracts  made  by  him,  and 
experts  under  him,  much  more  pine  was  found  than  was  reported  by 
the  examiners.  In  consequence  of  this  report,  all  of  the  unsold  pine 
land  (50,304.45  acres)  was  withdrawn  from  sale  on  January  4, 1897, 
the  timber  examiners  relieved  from  duty. 

Of  the  amount  of  land  so  withdrawn  41,843.44  acres  were,  on  August 
Ab.  98 90 
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3, 1897,  ordered  reexamined,  leaving  8,460.01  acres,  containing  12,133,000 
feet  of  pine,  valued  at  $36,399,  subject  to  private  sale  for  casli  at  the 
appraised  value. 

In  May,  1896, 1,038,888.64  acres  of  agricultural  lands  were  opened  to 
settlement  and  entry.  Of  this  amount  116,461.90  acres  were  withdrawn 
from  settlement  and  entry  August  3, 1897,  on  account  of  the  unrelia- 
bility of  the  previous  examination  thereof,  and  ordered  reexamined, 
leaving  922,426.74  acres,  which,  at  the  price  fixed  by  the  law,  were 
valued  at  $1,153,033.42. 

The  reexaminations  ordered,  as  well  as  new  examinations,  were  made 
by  a  board  of  examiners  selected  with  great  care  in  August,  1897,  of 
competent  men  who  were  not  on  previous  boards,  and  who  were  from 
timber  regions,  experienced  in  estimating  timber,  and  accustomed  to 
the  climate  in  the  vicinity  of  this  land.  This  board  consists  of  23  men, 
men,  17  of  whom  are  from  Minnesota,  specially  versed  in  the  business 
of  examining  timber  and  acquainted  with  the  country  and  conditions 
of  the  timber,  the  others  were  individually  recommended  as  being 
well  versed  in  the  examination  of  timber  and  from  States  where  timber 
similar  in  character  to  that  to  be  examined  existed  in  large  quantities. 

Of  the  agricultural  lands  reexamined  by  this  corps,  4,706.17  acres 
were  found  to  contain  enough  timber  to  be  classed  as  pine  lands,  and 
they  were  raised  to  such  class,  their  valuation  thereby  being  consider- 
ably enhanced.  In  August,  1898,  61,151.57  acres,  including  lands 
reexamined  and  lands  examined  for  the  first  time,  containing  129,379 
thousand  feet,  valued  at  $391,975,86,  were  offered  for  sale,  and  of  this 
amount  21,507.15  acres  were  sold  for  $173,969,37,  leaving  39,644.42 
acres  subject  to  private  sale  for  cash  at  the  appraised  value. 

On  about  38,960  acress  reexamined  the  present  corps  of  examiners 
found  106,993  thousand  feet  of  pine,  as  against  92,353  thousand  feet 
found  by  former  corps  of  examiners,  which  represents  a  saving  of 
$43,920  to  the  Indians, 

There  were  also  opened  to  entry  on  October  5, 1898,  367,964.09  acres 
of  agricultural  lands  on  the  Red  Lake  Reservation,  which,  at  the  price 
fixed  by  the  act  of  1889,  will  amount  to  $459,617.61. 

The  aggregate  acreage  of  Chippewa  pine  and  agricultural  lands  to  be 
sold  originally  was  2,984,297.98,  exclusive  of  the  land  allotted  to  the 
Indians.  There  have  been  disposed  of  to  date  86,545.48  acres  of  pine 
lands  and  320,634.01  acres  of  agricultural  lands,  aggregating  407,179.49 
acres.  The  total  amount  received  from  the  sale  of  pine  and  agricul- 
tural lands  is,  approximately,  $659,913.41,  which  has  been  deposited  in 
the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Indians,  as  required  by  law.  Of  the 
agricultural  lands  sold,  320,634.01  acres  were  embraced  in  homestead 
entries,  on  which  there  are  due  $400,543.44. 

Under  the  act  of  January  14, 1889,  providing  for  the  cession  of  these 
Chippewa  lands,  etc.,  there  have  been  appropriated  by  Congress  up  to 
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the  present  time,  as  an  advance  to  the  Chippewa  Indians,  the  following 
sums,  to  wit :  , 

For  negotiating  for  cession  and  relinquisliment,  making  censns,  etc $60,000 

As  advance  interest  (at  $90,000  per  annum) 810, 000 

Of  the  permanent  fund,  for  civilization  and  self-support 815, 559 

For  surveying,  appraising,  and  allotting 375,000 

2, 060, 559 

Under  the  terms  of  the  act  of  January  14, 1889,  this  amount  appears 
to  be  reimbursable  to  the  United  States.  JProm  the  statement  of  the  lands 
belonging  to  these  Indians  hereto  appended  (Exhibit  0),  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  approximate  value  of  all  the  lands  ceded  by  the  Indians  aggre- 
gates $5,273,010.72.  Upon  the  disposal  of  all  such  lands  it  is  doubtful 
whether  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  this  act  regarding  the 
reimbursement  of  moneys  advanced  by  the  United  States  would  impose 
any  very  great  hardship  on  the  Indians. 

No  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  undervaluation  of  timber  by 
the  present  corps  of  examiners.  They  have  performed  their  work  more 
expeditiously  than  did  the  former  board,  and  have,  by  reason  of  their 
experience,  discovered  more  timber. 

Under  authority  contained  in  the  act  of  June  7, 1897  (30  Stat.  L.,  90), 
which  empowered  me  to  authorize  the  Indians  on  the  reservation  to 
fell,  cut,  remove,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  all  the  dead  and  down  timber 
thereon,  a  set  of  logging  regulations  was  formulated  under  which  fifty 
contracts  were  let  to  the  Indians  for  logging  such  dead  and  down  tim- 
ber, embracing  30  sections  of  land  in  the  White  Earth  Reservation,  39 
in  the  Eed  Lake  Eeservation,  260  in  the  Leech  Lake,  Winibigoshish, 
and  Oass  Lake  reservations. 

Fifty-five  million  feet  of  dead  and  down  timber  were  cut  and  banked 
by  the  Indians  under  these  contracts,  producing,  in  the  aggregate, 
$264,160.41.  This  amount  of  money  was  paid  to  the  Indian  agent,  who, 
after  deducting  15  per  cent  thereof  for  the  use  of  all  the  Chippewa 
Indians,  disbursed  for  the  Indian  contractor,  in  the  maimer  hereinafter 
indicated,  any  sums  due  for  supplies,  labor,  etc.,  incurred  by  him  in  the 
execution  of  the  work.  The  15  per  cent  referred  to  was  deducted  from 
the  aggregate  value  of  all  the  contracts  on  account  of  stumpage  and 
other  expenses,  and  a  greater  part  thereof  has  been  deposited  in  the 
Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Chippewa  Indians  as  the  result  of  the 
logging  operations  on  the  ceded  lands. 

Logging  operations  similar  in  character  have  been  conducted  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  on  the  White 
Earth  and  the  Eed  Lake  diminished  reservations,  resulting  in  the  cut- 
ting of  dead  and  down  timber  under  contract  with  the  Indians,  aggre- 
gating in  value  $110,596.32,  of  which  amount  10  per  cent  wa,s  deducted 
for  stumpage  charges  and  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Chippewa 
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Indians  of  Minnesota.  Ttie  total  amount  of  money  collected  on  account 
of  stumpage  under  these  Indian  logging  contracts  on  both  the  ceded 
lands  and  the  diminished  reservations  is  $46,246.38.  This,  together  with 
sums  from  similar  sources,  is  applicable  for  per  capita  payments  among 
all  the  Indians. 

The  regulations  promulgated  governing  the  performance  of  this  work 
and  the  contracts  issued  thereunder  contemplated  the  payment  of  all 
moneys  for  such  logging  by  the  Indian  contractor  to  the  Indian  agent 
at  White  Earth  Agency,  he  to  deduct  therefrom  15  per  cent  in  the  case 
of  the  ceded  lands  and  10  per  cent  in  the  case  of  the  diminished  reserve 
for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Chippewa  Indians,  less  th«  expense  of  adver- 
tising sale  of  logs,  superintendence,  etc,  the  balance  remaining  under 
the  contract  to  be  paid  to  persons  advancing  money  and  supplies  to  the 
Indian  contractor,  the  scalers  of  logs,  foremen,  teamsters,  cooks,  etc., 
laborers  of  the  loggers,  and  any  amount  remaining  under  the  contract 
to  the  Indian  contractor,  thereby  insuring  the  employment  of  many 
Indians  during  the  winter  season  and  the  providing  in  addition  of  a 
reserve  fund  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Ghippewas  from  timber  hereto- 
fore regarded  as  worthless. 

In  but  one  instance  was  the  cutting  of  green  timber  discovered,  and 
thereupon  the  tools  of  the  loggers  were  immediately  seized  and  all  opera- 
tions by  the  parties  were  stopped  and  they  were  compelled  to  pay,  at 
the  Government  price,  for  the  green  timber  cut. 

The  result  of  the  dead  and  down  timber  logging  operations  on  the 
reservations  during  the  year  clearly  indicate  the  wisdom  of  the  carry- 
ing on  of  the  work  by  the  Indian  contractors  under  the  regulations  pre- 
scribed, as  being  in  the  interest  of  the  Indians. 

Logging  operations  on  this  reserve  were  discontinued  some  time  ago, 
but  the  Indians  recently  petitioned  for  a  resumption  of  the  work;  these 
petitions  will  receive  favorable  consideration,  the  work  to  progress, 
however,  under  the  same  restrictions  as  heretofore. 

The  Chippewa  commissioner,  D.  S.  Hall,  has  continued  his  work  of 
allotting  lands  to  the  Chippewas  in  Minnesota,  and  of  removing  to 
White  Earth  Reservation  such  Indians  as  could  be  induced  to  make 
their  homes  there.  During  the  year  565  allotments  of  80  acres  each 
have  been  made,  and  changes  have  been  made  in  the  allotments  pre- 
viously assigned  Indians  to  the  number  of  121. 

The  Indians  removed  to  White  Earth  Eeservation  are  30  Leech  Lake 
Pillagers,  5  White  Oak  Points,  and  24  Mille  Lacs.  Seven  houses,  costing 
$75  each,  have  been  built  for  the  removed  Indians,  and  5  others  are  in 
process  of  erection. 

Considerable  effort  has  been  made  to  induce  the  Mille  Lac  Chippewas 
to  go  to  White  Earth,  but  with  meager  success.  The  commissioner 
expresses  the  hope,  however,  that  quite  a  number  will  remove  there 
this  fall.  The  expenditures  made  by  the  commission  between  Septem- 
ber 1, 1897,  and  August  31, 1898,  amounted  to  $14,017.49, 
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TROUBLES    WITH    CHIPPEWAg    AT    BEAR    ISLAND    ON    LEECH    LAKE. 

In  September,  last  it  having  been  reported  to  the  Department  that 
there  was  likely  to  be  trouble  at  Leech  Lake,  Minnesota,  between  the 
Pillager  Indians,  one  of  the  bands  of  the  Ohippewas,  and  whites, 
Agent  Sutherland  and  Inspector  Tinker  were  directed  to  investigate 
the  matter  and  report  by  wire,  and  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War 
was  requested  to  send  troops  to  Leech  Lake  to  preserve  peace  and  pro- 
tect life  and  property.  The  matter  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  honorable  Attorney-General,  with  suggestion  that  the  United 
States  attorney  for  Minnesota  put  himself  in  communication  with  the 
inspector  and  agent. 

On  October  1, 1898,  Agent  Sutherland  reported  that  he  found  the 
trouble  with  the  Indians  was  caused  by  a  deputy  United  States 
marshal,  who  arrested  an  Indian  on  a  warrant;  that  the  deputy  was 
overpowered  by  the  Indians,  and  the  prisoner  was  taken  away  from  him. 

On  October  3  Inspector  Tinker  reported  the  arrival  of  troops,  and  that 
Indians  were  gathering  in  all  the  arms  possible,  and  that  they  refused 
to  surrender  the  guilty  parties. 

On  October  5  the  Indians,  who  had  concentrated  on  Bear  Island,  in 
Leech  Lake,  fired  upon  the  troops,  and  a  battle  was  fought,  in  which 
Major  Wilkinson  and  6  soldiers  were  killed  and  12  soldiers  and  1  Indian 
policeman  were  wounded.  Inspector  Tinker  and  United  States  Deputy- 
Marshal  Shehan  were  also  wounded. 

On  the  6th  of  October  reenforcements  arrived,  and  the  following  day 
a  council  was  held  by  Agent  Sutherland  with  the  Indians,  in  which  it 
was  stated  that  they  desired  peace. 

In  view  of  the  situation,  I  directed  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
to  proceed  to  White  Earth  and  confer  with  the  Indians.  His  efforts 
were  successful,  and  the  Indians  surrendered. 

The  origin  of  the  trouble  with  the  Indians  is  now  under  investigation 
by  this  Department  and  the  honorable  the  Attorney-General. 

XINCOMPAH&EE   AND   UINTAH  INDIANS  AND   COMMISSIONS. 

In  preparation  for  the  opening  of  the  Uncompahgre  Reservation  to 
settlement.  Congress  directed  that  the  Uncompahgres  should  receive 
allotments  so  far  as  possible  on  their  own  reservation,  and  the  remainder 
on  the  adjoining  Uintah  Reservation  or  elsewhere  in  the  State  of  Utah. 

An  agreement  was  made  by  the  Crow,  Flathead,  Cheyenne,  and 
Uintah  commission  with  the  Uintah  Indians  to  receive  such  Uncom- 
pahgres, and  under  said  agreement,  208  allotments  have  already  been 
made.  There  are  300  yet  unallotted.  The  agreement  has  not  been 
ratified  by  the  Senate.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  agreement  should 
be  ratified  in  order  that  the  work  may  be  promptly  completed.  Con- 
gress at  its  last  session  instructed  the  Department  to  send  a  commis- 
sion to  the  Uintahs  to  treat  with  them  for  the  sale  of  all  their  lands  in 
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order  that  all  not  needed  for  allotment  might  be  offered  for  sale.  The 
terms  specified  for  such  agreement  were  not  acceptable  to  the  tribe 
and  the  commission  has  reported  that  no  agreement  can  be  made.  The 
Uintah  Indians  own  their  reservation,  and  their  decision  to  hold  their 
lands  can  not  be  controlled. 

The  Crow,  Flathead,  Northern  Cheyenne,  Uintah,  and  Yakima 
Commission  have  concluded  an  agreement  with  the  Indians  of  the  Port 
Hall  Reservation  for  the  cession  of  their  surplus  lands. 

The  Puyallup  Commission,  consisting  of  one  commissioner,  Clinton 
A,  Snowden,  has,  during  the  year,  conducted  sales  of  Puyallup  lands, 
collected  deferred  payments  on  lands  previously  sold,  obtained  consent 
of  allottees  for  sales  of  portions  of  their  allotments  not  needed  for 
homes,  determined  who  are  rightful  owners  and  heirs,  etc.  The  special 
appropriation  for  this  work  having  been  exhausted,  the  Department 
decided  that  the  necessary  expense  of  such  land  sales,  except  the  salary 
of  the  commission  (otherwise  provided  for),  could  be  met  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales. 

Allotments  and  Patents. — During  the  year  patents  have  been 
issued  and  delivered  to  the  following  Indians : 

Sioux  of  the  Crow  Creek  Eeaerve,  S.  Dak' 10 

Sioux  of  the  Devils  Lake  Reserve,  N.  Dak.,  (including  three  previously  issued 

but  not  delivered) 96 

Mission  Indians  on  the  Temecula  Reserve,  Cal 85 

Omahas,  Nebraska ,. .  8 

Sao  and  Fox  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska 8 

Winnnebagoes,  Nebraska 5 

Chippewas,  Lake  Superior,  Lao  Court  d'Oreilles  Reservation,  Wis 18 

Yakimas,  Washington 1,  713 

Allotments  have  been  approved  by  the  Department,  and  patents  are 
now  being  prepared  in  the  General  Land  OfB.ce  for  the  following 
Indians : 

Chippewas  of  Wisconsin,  Bad  River  Reservation 135 

Sioux  of  the  Devils  Lake  Reservation,  N.  Dak 260 

Indians  of  the  Hoopa  Valley  extension  (connecting  strip),  California 478 

Schedules  of  the  following  allotments  have  been  received,  but  have 
not  been  finally  acted  upon : 

Sioux,  Rosebud  Reservation,  S.  Dak 844 

Chippewas,  Lao  du  Flambeau  Reservation,  Wis 135 

On  the  Otoe  Reservation,  Okla.,  Special  Allotting  Agent  Helen  P. 
Clarke  has  made  191  allotments.  A  large  faction  of  the  Otoes  persist- 
ently oppose  allotments,  which  makes  the  work  slow. 

On  Klamath  Reservation,  Oreg.,  they  are  nearly  completed.  A 
United  States  court  decision  has  declared  that  lands  within  this  res- 
ervation granted  to  the  State  of  Oregon  are  subject  to  allotment  to 
Indians. 

On  the  Umatilla  Reservation  40  or  50  Indians  who  were  absent  when 
allotments  were  made  there  have  been  allowed  to  take  allotments. 
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Agreements  have  been  negotiated  for  the  surrender  to  the  Lower 
Brule  Sioux  of  lands  selected  by  them  south  of  White  Eiver,  on  the 
Rosebud  Reservation.  When  the  agreements  are  ratified  the  Lower 
Brules  will  be  allotted  on  the  selected  lands. 

On  the  Rosebud  Reservation  allotments  are  in  progress. 

On  the  Sioux  ceded  lands  allotments  have  been  made  to  seven  fami- 
lies; those  to  the  family  of  John  Bobtail  Crow  have  been  stubbornly 
contested  by  white  men  for  several  years,  with  the  final  decision  in 
favor  of  the  Indians. 

On  the  Uucompahgre  Reservation  the  law  required  that  allotments 
should  be  made  prior  to  April  1,  1898,  the  date  upon  which  all  the  res- 
ervation lands,  except  those  containing  gilsonite,  asphalt,  etc.,  should 
be  thrown  open.  Owing  to  severe  weather  none  were  made  there  until 
after  that  date.  Schedules  have  been  forwarded,  covering  283  allot- 
ments to  TJncompahgres,  75  being  on  the  late  Uncompahgre  Reserva- 
tion, and  208  allotments  made  to  the  Uncompahgre  Utes  upon  the  Uintah 
Reservation, 

On  the  Takima  Reservation  471  allotments  have  been  made  to 
Indians  hitherto  living  off  the  reservation,  who  have  been  persuaded 
to  make  it  their  home. 

Completion  of  allotments  on  the  Shoshone  Reservation  has  been 
delayed  waiting  for  official  surveys.  One  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  have  been  made  there. 

Off  reservations  272  allotments  have  been  made  to  Piutes  in  the 
Burns  land  district,  Oregon,  and  to  other  Indians  in  the  Susanville 
district,  California. 

Indian  Territory  under  the  Curtis  act. — On  June  28, 1898, 
there  was  approved  an  act  of  Congress  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  people  of  the  Indian  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes." 
(30  Stat.,  495.)  This  legislation  made  many  material  and  radical  changes 
,  in  the  relations  of  the  several  tribes  of  Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  ten  sections  of  said  act  relate  to  civil  and  criminal  proceed- 
ings in  the  United  States  courts  for  said  Territory  regarding  the  rights 
of  those  claiming  membership  in  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  and  also 
granting  to  noncitizens  certain  privileges  in  respect  of  a  certain  amount 
of  land  in  their  possession  under  agreement  with  either  of  said  tribes, 
or  any  citizen  thereof,  made  prior  to  January  1, 1898. 

Section  11  requires  the  Dawes  Commission  to  allot  the  exclusive  use 
and  occupancy  of  the  lands  of  the  respective  nations  when  the  rolls  of 
citizenship  shall  have  been  completed,  and  there  is  reserved  for  the 
tribes  all  oil,  coal,  asphalt,  or  mineral  deposits,  and  town  sites,  and  for 
schools,  churches,  public  buildings,  and  charitable  institutions  land 
necessary  for  use,  with  a  limitation  as  to  amount. 

Section  12  requires  allotments  under  section  11  to  be  confirmed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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Section  13  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  provide  rales 
and  regulations  in  regard  to  "the  leasing  of  oil,  coal,  asphalt  and  other 
minerals,"  fixes  the  amount  of  royalty  to  be  paid  in  advance  by  the 
lessee,  secures  the  right  of  any  holder  or  owner  of  a  leasehold  interest 
in  minerals,  which  have  been  "assented  to  by  act  of  Congress,"  giving 
the  preference  to  such  parties  in  the  renewal  of  their  leases  and  also 
giving  preference,  in  the  making  of  mineral  leases,  to  parties  in  pos- 
session who  have  made  improvements  on  mineral  land.  The  section 
also  provides  that  the  rate  of  royalty  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior. 

Section  14  authorizes  the  inhabitants  of  any  city  or  town  in  said 
Territory  having  200  or  more  residents  to  be  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  Arkansas,  and  gives  the  right  of  suffrage  in  any  election  under 
this  section  to  "  all  male  inhabitants  "  over  21  years  of  age  who  have 
resided  in  the  city  or  town  more  than  six  months  prior  to  the  election. 
Said  section  also  prescribes  the  manner  of  conducting  the  election  in 
said  city  or  town,  and  prohibits  the  sale  or  introduction  of  any  intoxi- 
cating liquor  into  said  Territory,  and  also  provides  "that  owners  and 
holders  of  leases  or  improvements  in  any  city  or  town  shall  be  privi- 
leged to  transfer  same." 

Section  16  provides  for  a  commission  for  each  town  in  the  Choctaw, 
Chickasaw,  Creek,  and  Cherokee  tribes,  of  one  member  to  be  appointed 
by  the  executive  of  the  tribe,  one  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and 
one  by  the  town,  and  upon  failure  of  the  town  or  tribe  to  select  their 
members,  the  same  may  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
Said  section  also  prescribes  the  manner  of  laying  out  town  sites  where 
the  same  have  a  population  of  200  or  more,  and  regulates  the  manner  in 
which  owners  of  improvements  upon  any  town  lot  may  acquire  title  to 
the  lot. 

Section  16  makes  it  unlawful  for  any  person  to  claim  for  himself  or 
for  anyone  to  pay  to  any  individual  any  royalty  or  rent  on  any  land 
or  property  belonging  to  either  of  said  tribes,  and  the  same  are  required 
to  be  paid  into  the  United  States  Treasury  for  the  use  of  the  tribe  to 
which  they  belong,  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  with  a  proviso  allowing  any  citizen  to  receive  the  rents 
upon  agricultural  or  grazing  lands  to  the  amount  of  his  share  and  that 
to  which  his  wife  and  minor  children  are  entitled  to  have  allotted  to 
them,  and  also  providing  that  said  section  shall  not  impair  the  right  of 
any  member  of  a  tribe  to  dispose  of  any  timber  on  his  allotment. 

Section  17  makes  it  unlawful  for  any  citizen  of  any  tribe  to  inclose  a 
greater  amount  of  land  than  his  share  and  that  of  his  wife  and  minor 
children  under  the  allotment,  and  makes  a  violation  thereof  a  misde- 
meanor at  the  expiration  of  nine  months  from  the  passage  of  said  act. 

Section  18  prescribes  the  penalty  for  a  violation  of  said  sections  16 
and  17. 

Section  19  prohibits  the  payment  of  any  moneys  on  any  account  by 
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the  United  States  to  any  of  the  tribal  governments  for  disbursement, 
and  requires  the  payment  of  all  sums  to  be  made  to  members  of  said 
tribes  and  per  capita  payments  to  be  done  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Section  20  allows  the  Dawes  Commission  to  employ  necessary  assist- 
ance, with  the  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Section  21  gives  directions  to  the  Dawes  Commission  relative  to  the 
making  of  rolls  of  citizenship  of  the  several  tribes,  which  rolls,  when 
duly  made  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  are  declared 
to  be  final. 

Section  22  provides  that  members  of  one  tribe  who  have  made  homes 
on  the  lands  of  another  may  take  an  allotment  of  the  same  under  an 
agreement  of  the  tribes. 

Section  23  declares  that  all  leases  of  agricultural  and  grazing  tribal 
lands  made  after  Jaauary  1, 1898,  shall  be  void,  and  grazing  leases 
made  prior  to  said  date  shall  end  on  April  1, 1899,  and  agricultural 
leases  shall  terminate  on  January  1,  1900;  but  individuals  may  lease 
their  allotments  when  duly  made  under  said  act,  and  may  occupy  and 
rent  their  proportionate  shares  of  tribal  lands  until  allotment  thereof 
is  made. 

Section  24  requires  moneys  collected  under  said  act  to  be  paid  into 
the  United  States  Treasury  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  the  credit  of  the  tribe 
to  which  they  belong. 

Section  25  requires  the  segregation  from  the  lauds  of  the  Cherokee 
I^Tation,  prior  to  any  allotment  thereof  by  the  Dawes  Commission,  of 
157,600  acres,  purchased  by  the  Delaware  tribe  of  Indians  from  the 
Cherokee  Nation  under  the  agreement  of  April  8, 1867,  and  allows  either 
tribe  to  bring  suit  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  within  sixty  days  after  the 
passage  of  said  act,  to  determine  the  rights  of  the  Delaware  Indians  to 
lands  and  funds  under  said  agreement,  with  right  of  appeal  to  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  by  either  party. 

Section  26  prohibits  the  enforcement  at  law  or  in  equity  by  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  in  the  Indian  Territory  of  the  laws  of  the  several 
tribes  thereof. 

Section  27  provides  for  the  location  of  an  Indian  inspector  in  said 
Territory  to  perform  any  duties  required  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior by  law  relating  to  affairs  therein. 

Section  28  declares  that  after  July  1, 1898,  all  tribal  courts  in  the 
Indian  Territory  shall  be  abolished,  but  provides  that  said  section  shall 
not  apply  to  the  Choctaw,  Chickasaw,  and  Creek  tribes  until  October 
1, 1898. 

Section  29  sets  out  the  agreement  made  by  the  Choctaw  and  Chicka- 
saw tribes  on  April  23,  1897,  with  the  Dawes  Commission,  and  ratifies 
and  confirms  the  same  as  amended  therein,  and  provides  that  if  said 
agreement,  as  amended,  is  duly  ratified  prior  to  December  1,  1898, 
"the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  then  only  apply  to  said  tribes  where 
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the  same  do  not  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  said  agreement,"  and 
also  declares  that  nothing  in  said  agreement  as  amended  shall  affect 
the  provision  of  section  14  of  said  act. 

This  agreement,  which  was  duly  ratified  by  said  nations  August  24, 
1898,  specifically  provides  for  the  allotment  of  lands  so  as  to  give  to 
each  member  of  said  tribes  an  equal  share  of  tribal  lands,  based  upon 
the  character  and  fertility  of  the  soil  and  the  location  and  value  of  the 
same.  It  also  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  town- site  commission 
for  each  of  said  nations,  consisting  of  one  member  to  be  appointed  by 
the  executive  of  the  tribe  and  the  other  to  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  describes  the  manner  in  which  said 
commission  shall  lay  out  town  sites  and  dispose  of  town  lots.  It  also 
declares  that  no  charge  or  claim  shall  be  made  against  the  tribes  by 
the  United  States  for  the  survey  of  town  sites,  the  allotting  of  lands,  or 
the  disjiosal  of  town  lots. 

It  is  further  provided  that  all  the  coal  and  asphalt  within  said  nations 
shall  remain  the  common  property  of  the  members  thereof  (except  freed- 
men),  and  that  no  patent  shall  convey  any  title  thereto;  that  the 
revenues  from  coal  and  asphalt  shall  be  used  for  the  education  of 
children  of  Indian  blood  of  the  members  of  said  tribes;  that  all  mines 
now  in  operation,  and  those  which  may  hereafter  be  leased  and  oper- 
ated, shall  be  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  two  trustees,  who 
are  required  to  give  bond  as  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
and  whose  compensation  is  to  be  fixed  and  paid  by  their  respective 
nations,  each  of  whom  is  required  to  make  a  full  report  of  his  acts  to 
the  Secretary  quarterly.  The  revenues  derived  from  mines  are  to  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  drawn  therefrom 
under  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
The  agreement  also  validates  contracts  made  by  the  national  agents  of 
said  nations  for  coal  and  asphalt,  which  were  being  carried  on  in  good 
faith  on  April  23, 1897,  and  the  lessees  are  given  the  right  to  renew  the 
same  under  the  provisions  of  this  agreement. 

It  is  further  declared  that  the  tribal  governments  as  modified  by  said 
agreement  shall  continue  for  the  period  of  eight  years  from  March  4, 
1898;  and  this  stipulation  is  declared  to  be  made  in  the  belief  that  the 
tribal  governments,  as  modified,  will  prove  so  satisfactory  that  there 
will  be  no  necessity  for  change  until  the  Territory  now  occupied  by  the 
Five  Civilized  Tribes  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  be  prepared  for 
admission  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  and  it  is  expressly  declared  that 
this  stipulation  shall  not  be  construed  as  an  abdication  by  Congress  of 
its  right  to  make  in  any  respect  the  needful  rules  and  regulations  to 
govern  said  tribes. 

The  agreement  further  provides  that  all  per  capita  payments  to  tbe 
members  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes  shall  be  made  directly 
to  the  individual  members  by  a  bonded  officer  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.    There  is  also 
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appropriated,  under  treaty  stipulations,  to  the  Choctaw  Nation  of 
Indians,  for  arrears  of  interest,  $558,520.54,  with  a  proviso  that  the 
Secretary  is  authorized  to  pay  any  attorney's  fees  out  of  the  same  on 
contract  theretofore  made  and  duly  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior.  It  is  further  provided  that  the  "funds  invested,  in  lieu  of 
investment,  treaty  funds,  or  otherwise,  now  held  by  the  United  States 
in  trust  for  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes,  shall  be  capitalized 
within  one  year  after  the  tribal  government  shall  cease". 

Section  30  contains  the  agreement  entered  into  by  the  Commission  to 
the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  with  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indians,  and  ratifies 
and  confirms  the  same  as  amended,  provided  said  agreement  is  duly 
ratified  before  December  1,  1898,  by  the  members  of  said  tribe. 

The  general  provisions  of  the  Creek  agreement  are  similar  to  those 
in  the  Choctaw-Chickasaw  agreement,  the  Creek  agreement,  however, 
was  rejected  by  the  Creek  Nation  on  November  1, 1898. 

On  July  25, 1898,  an  order  was  issued  creating  in  the  OfBce  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  a  division  to  be  known  as  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory division,  which  was  placed  in  charge  of  Mr.  Luther  E.  Smith,  an 
assistant  attorney  from  the  office  of  the  assistant  attorney-general 
for  this  Department,  and  said  division  was  given  jurisdiction  of  "  all 
business  relating  to  the  Indian  Territory  and  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes, 
excepting  such  matters  as  more  properly  belong  to  the  appointment 
and  finance  divisions." 

Prior  to  the  formation  of  said  division  the  Department  had  taken 
action  concerning  the  enforcement  of  some  of  the  provisions  of  said 
act  of  Congress  approved  June  28,  1898  (30  Stat.,  495). 

On  July  21, 1898,  the  Department  made  provisional  regulations  under 
sections  13,  16, 23,  and  24  of  said  act,  in  order  that  the  business  of  the 
Territory  under  contracts,  leases,  permits,  etc.,  might  not  be  interfered 
with,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  was  advised — 

That  all  rents  and  royalties  arising  from  such  contracts,  leases,  permits,  etc.,  as 
were  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  said  act  shall  hereafter,  and  until  other- 
wise provided,  be  collected  on  the  basis  of  such  contracts,  leases,  permits,  etc.,  and 
the  proceeds  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the  credit  of  th« 
respective  tribes,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

The  Indian  agent  for  said  Territory  was  also  directed  to— 

Ascertain  what  contracts,  leases,  or  permits  were  in  existence  and  in  operation  at 
the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  whether  mining,  agricultural,  or  grazing  leases, 
or  for  cutting  timber,  lumber,  or  hay,  or  any  other  kind  of  property  whatsoever,  or 
for  rents  on  any  lands  or  property  belonging  to  any  one  of  said  tribes;  whether  the 
payments  made  or  to  be  made  thereunder  were  upon  the  basis  of  a  royalty,  or  of  a 
specific  sum  for  a  specific  quantity  of  any  kind  of  property  or  product,  or  for  the 
use  of  property  for  a  term,  such  as  rental  or  lease  by  the  month  or  year;  when  the 
last  payments  were  made;  whether  the  leasees,  contractors,  or  permittees  have  since 
continued  operations  under  their  several  grants,  of  whatever  character,  and  the 
amount  of  royalties,  lease  moneys,  rentals,  etc.,  that  have  accrued  since  their  last 
payments  to  the  tribal  authorities. 
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The  Indian  agent  was  further  directed — 

To  give  immediate  notice  to  suoli  contractors,  lessees,  or  persons  having  permits 
from  the  tribal  autiiorities  that  all  royalties,  lease  moneys,  rents,  etc.,  that  have 
accrued  since  their  last  payments  to  those  authorities,  or  since  the  28th  day  of  Jnne 
last,  and  are  unpaid,  or  that  may  hereafter  accrue  under  their  several  grants,  shall 
be  paid,  through  him,  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the  credit  of  the 
tribe  to  which  they  belong. 

Said  regulations  were  declared  to  be  inapplicable  to  the  Seminole 
Nation,  as  they  had  ratiflled  their  agreement  with  the  United  States, 
and  the  same  had  become  operative  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
July  1,  1898  (30  Stat.  L.,  667). 

On  July  26,  following,  said  regulations  were  construed  by  the  Depart- 
ment as  including  "import  taxes,  per  capita  assessments,  or  other 
charges  upon  cattle  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  respective  tribes  upon 
the  basis  of  such  laws." 

The  provisional  regulations  hereinbefore  referred  to  have  not  been 
modified,  except  with  relation  to  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations, 
whose  agreement,  as  set  out  in  section  29  of  the  act  of  June  28,  1898, 
was  duly  ratified  by  them  on  August  24,  1898.  Since  the  dates  of 
said  ratifications,  respectively,  the  tribal  authorities  of  said  nations 
have  been  charged  with  the  collection  of  their  revenues,  except  as 
expressly  modified  by  the  terms  of  said  agreement  relative  to  the  dis- 
position of  town  sites  and  the  collection  of  royalties  on  mineral  lands. 

Ko  action  has  been  taken  under  the  provisions  of  section  15  of  said 
act  of  June  28,  1898,  for  the  reason  that  no  appropriation  was  made  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  any  of  the  provisions  of  said  act. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  27  of  said  act  of  June  28, 1898,  and 
section  1  of  the  Indian  appropriation  act  of  July  1, 1898  (30  Stat.  L., 
571),  an  Indian  inspector  was  located  at  Muscogee,  Ind.  T.,  and  directed 
to  confer  with  the  Indian  agent  in  charge  of  the  Union  Agency,  to  gen- 
erally supervise  his  administration,  and  to  see  that  the  law  is  efficiently 
enforced  and  that  all  revenues  were  carefully  collected  and  all  dis- 
bursements of  moneys  were  correctly  made. 

Many  novel  and  difflcult  questions  have  arisen  in  the  execution  of 
said  act  of  June  28, 1898,  principally  with  reference  to  the  disburse- 
ment of  funds  under  section  19  of  said  act  and  the  collection  of  reve- 
nues and  disposition  of  same  under  the  provisions  of  sections  16  and 
24  thereof.  In  order  that  there  might  be  no  illegal  disbursements  of 
the  funds  belonging  to  any  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  requests  have 
been  made  by  the  Department  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  for 
his  decision  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July 
31, 1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  162-208). 

On  August  23, 1898,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  request 
of  this  Department,  decided  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  agree- 
ment made  with  the  Seminole  Indians  on  September  16, 1897,  which 
was  ratified  by  Congress  in  the  act  of  July  1, 1898  (30  Stat.,  567),  to 
deprive  the  Seminole  tribal  government  of  its  privilege  and  duty  of  dis- 
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bursing  its  own  funds  prior  to  the  time  of  the  extinguishment  of  its 
tribal  government,  and  that  moneys  due  said  Indians  could  be  turned 
over  to  the  tribal  authorities  for  disbursement  until  the  tribal  govern- 
ment should  go  out  of  existence.  Afterwards,  on  August  30, 1898,  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  on  request  of  this  Department,  construing 
section  19  of  said  act  of  June  28, 1898,  with  reference  to  the  payment 
of  moneys  due  the  Creek  Nation  of  Indians  under  said  Indian  appro- 
priation act  of  July  1,  1898,  said : 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  room  for  serious  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  opening 
lines  of  section  19  of  the  act  of  June  28, 1898,  supra.  They  import  a  plain,  unquali- 
fied, and  comprehensive  prohibition  of  all  payments  by  the  United  States  to  the 
tribal  governments,  or  any  officer  thereof,  on  any  account  whatever  for  disburse- 
ment. Had  the  intent  been  simply  to  provide  for  payments  to  members  of  the  tribes, 
either  per  capita  or  otherwise,  by  a  disbursing  ofScer  of  the  United  States,  the  pro- 
hibition found  in  the  first  three  lines  was  unnecessary.  In  view  of  this  plain  prohi- 
bition, I  think  no  payments  can  be  made  to  the  Creek  authorities  if  the  section 
applies  to  them. 

The  Comptroller  further  held  that  if  the  agreement  set  out  in  section 
30  of  the  act  of  June  28,  1898,  should  be  duly  ratified,  then  the  tribal 
authorities  would  have  the  right  to  make  payment  of  their  moneys,  ex- 
cept those  required  to  be  made  to  the  members  of  said  nation,  which 
must  be  done  by  a  bonded  officer  of  the  United  States  under  the  terms 
of  said  agreement. 

Again,  on  October  6,  1898,  the  Comptroller  decided  with  reference  to 
the  Cherokee  Nation  that  under  said  section  19  it  is  within  the  power 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  have  the  interest  moneys  due  said 
nation  disbursed  by  some  disbursing  officer  of  tlie  United  States  for  the 
purposes  authorized  by  its  treaties  and  laws,  and  that  "  the  only  change 
that  appears  to  be  contemplated  by  the  section  referred  to  is  a  substi- 
tution of  a  disbursing  officer  of  the  United  States  for  the  treasurer  of 
said  nation."  Under  said  ruling  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
the  Department  will  proceed  to  disburse  the  moneys  due  the  Cherokee 
Nation  from  the  United  States  under  the  laws  and  treaties  made  with 
said  nation. 

The  agreement  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  set  out  in 
section  29  of  the  act  of  June  28,  1898,  provides:  "That  the  United 
States  shall  survey  and  definitely  mark  and  locate  the  ninety-eighth 
(98th)  meridian  of  west  longitude  between  Eed  and  Canadian  rivers 
before  allotment  of  the  lands  herein  provided  for  shall  begin."  This 
provision  has  not  been  executed,  for  the  reason  that  no  appropriation 
has  been  made  by  Congress  for  the  necessary  expense  in  executing 

the  same. 

Rules  and  regulations  have  been  prescribed  by  the  Department  for 
making  mineral  leases  in  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  under 
the  provisions  set  out  in  section  29  of  said  act,  and  two  mineral  trus- 
tees have  been  appointed  by  the  President  as  therein  provided.  Rules 
and  regulations  have  also  been  issued  by  the  Department  for  the  selec- 
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tion  and  renting  of  prospective  allotments  of  lands  in  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory, and  giving  directions  concerning  the  leasing  of  mineral  lands, 
the  collection  of  royalties  and  revenues  and  the  disbursement  of  the 
same  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  for  the 
supervision  of  schools  in  said  Territory  in  accordance  with  the  general 
provisions  of  said  act  of  June  28, 1898. 

Copies  of  said  regulations  are  hereto  appended  (Exhibits  D,  E, 
and  F). 

While  the  law  is,  for  manifest  reasons,  not  yet  in  full  operation,  its 
existence  and  the  knowledge  that  its  provisions  will  be  enforced  is  hav- 
ing a  salutary  effect  upon  the  nations  composing  the  Five  Tribes.  It 
is  true  that  the  nonprogressive  elements  of  the  tribes  express  more  or 
less  dissatisfaction  with  its  provisions,  as  they  would  to  any  change  in 
their  government.  The  more  progressive  elements,  however,  favor  this 
law  and  appear  inclined  to  accept  the  situation  in  good  faith. 

The  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw,  and  the  Semiuole  nations  have,  respect- 
ively, as  heretofore  stated,  entered  into  agreements  with  the  United 
States  which  modify,  in  some  respects,  this  law,  leaving  the  Ohero- 
kees  and  Creeks,  who  have  as  yet  made  no  agreement  with  the  United 
States,  the  remaining  nations  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  in  which  this 
law  in  all  its  provisions  will  be  enforced. 

Indian  Homesteads. — Homesteads  have  been  taken  recently  by  40 
Winnebagoes  in  Wisconsin  under  the  acts  of  1875  (18  Stats.,  420)  and 
of  1881  (21  Stats.,  316).  The  680  homestead  entries  previously  made 
by  Wisconsin  Winnebagoes,  which  have  been  under  investigation  for 
several  years,  have  finally  been  disposed  of,  with  the  exception  ot 
eight  cases.  The  usual  number  of  contests  by  white  men  against 
Indian  homesteads  have  come  up  for  action  during  the  year. 

Irrigation. — The  Gila  Bend  Eeservation  in  Arizona  is  stUl  suffer- 
ing for  lack  of  water,  as  was  reported  last  year. 

An  expenditure  of  $1,500  has  been  authorized  on  the  Navajo  Eeser- 
vation to  assist  Indians  in  constructing  small  storage  ponds  and  ditches. 
The  expenditure  of  $3,500  in  completing  what  is  known  as  the  Eed 
Lake  system,  which  will  irrigate  about  1,000  acres,  has  been  recom- 
mended and  is  under  advisement. 

On  the  Fort  Hall  Eeservation,  Idaho,  the  Idaho  Canal  Company  has 
completed  two  diverting  dams  across  Blackfoot  Eiver  and  delivered  an 
additional  100  cubic  feet  of  water  per  second,  and  their  second  payment 
($37,500)  has  been  made  them,  according  to  the  terms  of  their  contract 
with  the  Government.  Since  then  a  $50,000  mortgage  has  been  put 
upon  that  part  of  their  property  known  as  the  Government  Canal,  and 
liens  and  suits  aggregating  $16,887.64  have  been  filed  against  the  com- 
pany and  its  affairs  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 
Nothing  is  now  being  done  toward  the  completion  of  its  contract. 

On  the  Crow  Eeservation,  east  of  the  Big  Horn  Eiver,  one  of  the  larg- 
est and  best  constructed  irrigation  works  in  the  country  is  well 
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advanced,  with  12  miles  of  canal  finished,  and  the  head  gate  well  under 
way.  It  has  already  cost  $175,000,  and  $138,000  more  will  be  required 
to  complete  it,  when  it  will  irrigate  45,000  acres  of  unusually  fine  land. 
The  Indiana  have  done  much  of  the  work  of  excavating,  etc.,  and  have 
petitioned  that  the  sum  required  to  finish  it  be  taken  from  their  tribal 
funds.  Recommendation  was  made  to  Congress  at  its  last  session  that 
$120,000  of  Crow  money  be  diverted  for  this  purpose,  but  no  action 
was  taken.  It  will  be  renewed  during  the  coming  session.  When  the 
work  is  completed  the  Indians  can  receive  allotments,  and  will  doubt- 
less be  willing  to  cede  part  of  their  reserve. 

Authority  has  been  granted  for  expending  $32,210  for  the  construc- 
tion on  the  Fort  Belknap  Eeserve  of  a  system  of  irrigation  and  for  the 
repair  of  the  Peoples  Creek  system  and  its  extension.  The  construc- 
tion of  another,  known  as  system  l^o.  2,  at  a  cost  of  $34,963,  has  been 
recommended.  These  expenditures  are  payable  from  funds  belonging 
to  the  Indians. 

Eequest  made  of  Congress  at  its  last  session  to  appropriate  $140,000 
for  irrigation  on  the  Fort  Peck  Eeservation  failed  to  receive  favorable 
action.  The  Indians  would  cede  part  of  their  lands  to  obtain  funds  for 
irrigation,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  there  is  any  authority  of  law  for  nego- 
tiating with  them. 

The  bulk  of  the  appropriation  for  irrigation  for  the  fiscal  year  1898 
has  been  expended  as  follows : 

Southern  Ute,  in  Colorado $8,  500 

Uintah,  in  Utah - 9, 210 

Wind  Eiver,  in  Wyoming -  - 1, 525 

Yakima,  in  Washington - 1, 946 

Flathead,  in  Montana ; 3, 598 

Pyramid  Lake  and  Walker  Eiver,  in  Nevada 900 

Navajo,  in  Arizona - - -  •  500 

Western  Shoshone,  in  Nevada 500 

The  subject  of  irrigation  for  the  Southern  Ftes  is  taken  up  under 
that  head. 

The  last  Indian  appropriation  act  provided  for  the  appointment  of  an 
inspector  "competent  in  the  location,  construction,  and  maintenance  of 
irrigation  works."  Mr.  W.  H.  Graves  has  been  appointed  to  this  posi- 
tion, and  his  place  as  superintendent  of  irrigation  on  the  Crow  Eeserva- 
tion has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  TV.  B.  Hill. 

Logging  on  Eesbevations. — The  timber  cut  and  sold  during  the 
season  of  1897-98  on  the  Chippewa  lands  in  Minnesota  is  fully  dis- 
cussed on  pages  35  to  40  of  this  report. 

On  the  Bad  Eiver  Eeservation,  Wisconsin,  24  allottees  have  hart 
new  allotments  given  them  in  place  of  those  from  which  the  timber  had 
been  burned,  and  the  purchase  of  the  timber  on  the  new  allotments  has 
been  authorized. 

The  timber  on  allotments  belonging  to  the  Eed  Cliff  Indians  in  Wis- 
consin has  been  disposed  of  at  public  sale  to  Frederick  L.  Gilbert  for 
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$416,662,  estimated  ou  the  quantity  of  timber  supposed  to  be  on  the 
allotments.  Contracts  for  the  timber  at  the  prices  offered  are  made 
with  the  individual  allottees,  and  70  such  contracts  have  been  approved. 
The  regulations  required  that  all  timber  cut  on  the  reservation  should 
be  sawed  in  a  mill  to  be  erected  on  the  reserve,  but  a  modification  was 
made  which  permitted  Mr.  Gilbert  to  remove  immediately  from  the 
reservation,  for  manufacture  outside,  of  a  quantity  of  burnt  timber 
cut  by  the  Indians  during  1896-97, 

Under  Department  authority  of  August  11, 1897,  the  Monomonees 
cut  and  banked  16,000,000  feet  of  logs  on  the  Wolf  and  Oconto  rivers, 
which  were  sold  at  an  average  price  of  $  12.81  J  per  1,000  feet,  an  increase 
of  $2.61i  over  the  price  secured  in  1896-97.  April  13  last,  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  attached  all  the  logs  on  the  Oconto  Eiver,  claiming  that  a 
large  part  of  the  16,000,000  feet  had  been  cut  on  State  lands.  A  commis- 
sion, representing  all  parties  interested,  finally  decided  that  1,044,500 
feet  had  been  removed  from  lands  belonging  to  the  State,  and  July  25 
last  the  Department  authorized  that  the  trespass  be  settled  on  the 
basis  of  $8  per  1,000  feet.  Meantime  Perley  Lowe  &  Co.  (purchasers 
of  the  timber)  gave  an  indemity  bond  for  $25,(i00  (the  balance  due  on 
their  contract)  in  order  that  they  might  not  be  embarrassed  in  dispos- 
ing of  the  logs  which  they  had  purchased,  and  after  the  settlement 
they  were  required  to  deposit  that  amount. 

Leasing  of  Indian  Lands. — Leases  of  tribal  lands  have  been  made 
as  follows : 

Crow  Reservation,  Mont.,  5  grazing  leases  for  five  years,  1  for  four  years;  area, 
199,000  acres;  annual  rental,  $6,984.90. 

Kiowa  and  Comanche  Reservation,  Okla.,  23  grazing  leases  for  one  or  three  years; 
total  area,  1,885,358  acres;  total  annual  rental,  $188,617.32;  also,  1  grazing  permit 
for  2,000  acres,  nine  months,  for  $200;  further  information  touching  these  Indians 
■will  be  found  on  page  — . 

Wichita  Reservation,  Okla.,  12  grazing  leases  for  one  year,  aggregating  219,156 
acres,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $13,064.48;  also,  8  informal  permits,  allowing  the 
grazing  of  9,825  head  of  cattle  for  one  year  or  less  for  a  total  payment  of  $506.90. 

Omaha  Reservation,  Nehr.,  31  grazing  leases  for  one  year,  aggregating  17,886.27 
acres,  total  rental  of  $6,969.73.  One  five-year  lease  of  12,002  acres  was  mentioned 
last  year. 

Winnebago  Reservation,  Nebr.,  36  grazing  leases  for  one  year,  aggregating  6,725.56 
acres,  total  rental  of  $2,832.28.  One  five-year  lease  of  2,240  acres  was  mentioned 
last  year. 

Osage  and  Kaw  Reservation,  Okla.,  23  grazing  leases  on  the  Osage  Reservation 
and  3  on  the  Kaw,  for  three  years  from  April  1,  1898;  total  acreage,  497,229  acres; 
annual  rental,  $49,720. 

Ponca  and  Otoe  Reservation,  Okla.,  6  grazing  leases  on  Ponca  and  4  on  Otoe  Res- 
ervation, for  three  years  from  April  1,  1898,  155,478.34  acres,  annual  rental  of 
$10,429.60. 

Eastern  Shawnee  Reservation,  Ind.  T.,  2  mining  leases  for  five  years  and  1  grazing 
lease  for  three  years ;  consideration,  10  per  cent  of  products  mined  and  $4.80  per 
annum  for  grazing. 

Uintah  Valley  Reservation,  Utah,  1  grazing  lease  for  fifteen  months,  at  $7,100  jet 
annum. 
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Agency. 


Kind  of  lease. 


Years. 


Eate. 


Clibyeniie  and  Arapahoe,  Okla 


Oneidas,  Wis 

Fond  du  Lac  Chippewas,  Wis. . 
Nes  Perces,  Idaho 


Grazing  and  farming  . 


Farming 

Gravel  pits 

Farming  and  grazing. 


Do. 


Omahas,  Nebr  . 


Business 

Fanning  and  grazing . 


Winnebagoes,  Nebr. 
Puyallups,  Wash  - . . 


.do. 
.do. 


Poncas,  Pawnees,  Otoes,  and 

Tonkawaa,  Okla. 
Eastern  Sbawnees,  lud.  T 


.do. 
.do. 


Senecas,  Ind.  T 

Wyandottes,  Ind.  T 

Modocs,  Ind.  T 

Absentee  Shawnees,  Ind.  T. 


....do  

....do  

Mining 

Farming  and  grazing 


Pottawatoraies,  Ind.  T. 

Sac  and  Fox,  Ind.  T 

lowas,  Ind.  T 

Kickapoos,  Ind.  T 

Sac  and  Fox,  Ind.  T 

Santee  Sioux,  Nebr 


....do , 

....do  

...-do 

....do 

Business 

Farming  and  grazing 


137 

7 

152 


Sisseton  Sioux,  S.  Dat. 

Umatilias,  Oreg 

Walla  Wallas,  Oreg 

Cayuses,  Oreg 

Takima,  Wash 


.do- 
.do  . 
do. 
.do  . 
.do. 


Yankton,  S.  Dak. 


Grazing 


1 

3 

lto3 


1  to  3 
2 


1  to3 

lto3 

5 

lto3 

1  to3 
1  to3 
1  to3 
lto3 
3 
3 

3 
2  and  3 
2  and  3 
2  and  3 

3 


15  cents  to  $1  per  acre  per 

annum. 
$2.50  per  acre  for  40  acres. 
$75  and  $85. 
$1  to  $2.50  per  acre  per  an- 

num. 
$60,  $2-10,   and  $120  per  an- 
num. 
25  cents  to  $2.50  per  acre  per 
annum. 
Do. 
$1.97  to  $10  per  acre  per  an- 
num. 
50  cents  to  $1.25  per  acre  per 

annum. 
$1.50  to  $2  per  acre  per  an. 
num. 
Do. 
Do. 
]  0  per  cent  of  minerals  mined. 
15  cents  to  $3  per  acre  per 
annum. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
$5,  $12.50,  and  $20  per  annum. 
311    cents     per    acre     per 
annum. 
Do. 
$1.25  to  $2  per  acre  per  annum. 
Do. 
Do. 
25  cents  to  $1.35  per  acre  per 

annum. 
10  cents  per  acre  per  annum. 


INDIANS   AT    THE   KIOWA   AGENCY,    OKLA. 

The  Indians  at  this  agency,  as  regards  their  finances,  may  be  divided 
into  two  groups,  one  composed  of  the  Apaches,  Kiowas,  and  Oomanches, 
and  the  other  of  the  Wichitas,  Caddos,  Keechies,  Delawares,  Towac- 
onies,  and  Wacos,  known  as  the  Wichitas  and  afBliated  tribes.  The 
former  numbers  2,870  and  the  latter  960.  Both  have  distinct  revenues 
as  well  as  revenues  in  common. 

Until  the  present  year,  the  Apaches,  Kiowas,  and  Oomanches  have 
had  a  treaty  with  the  United  States,  under  which  has  been  appropri- 
ated annually  for  thirty  years  $30,000,  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase 
of  such  articles  as  their  condition  and  necessities  required.  Under  the 
same  treaty,  they  have  been  provided  with  clothing  and  also  a  physi- 
Ab.  98 91 
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cian,  teacher,  carpenter,  and  other  employees,  for  which  Congress  has, 
from  time  to  time,  made  the  necessary  appropriations.  For  1898  the 
appropriation  for  clothing  was  $10,000  and  for  employees  $6,700. 
This  treaty  expired  with  the  fiscal  year  1898,  and  in  consequence  their 
income  for  1899  is  that  much  less. 

The  Apaches,  Kiowas,  and  Oomanches  of  late  years  have  had  a  large 
income  from  grazing  leases.  From  that  source  the  income  for  the  year 
1898  was  $111,362.57,  and  for  1899  it  will  be  $192,287.92,  an  increase  of 
$80,925.35. 

The  Wichitas  and  affiliated  bands  have  no  treaty,  and  therefore  have 
no  income  from  that  source.  They  have,  however,  an  income  from  graz- 
ing privileges,  which  in  1898  amounted  to  $1,491.01,  and  for  1899  it  will 
be  $13,045.81,  an  increase  of  $11,554.80. 

In  addition  to  funds  from  other  sources.  Congress  has  been  making 
annually  for  years  an  appropriation,  as  a  gratuity,  for  the  support  and 
civilization  of  all  the  Indians  of  the  Kiowa  Agency.  For  1898  it  was 
$100,000,  and  it  is  the  same  for  1899. 

Recapitulating,  under  the  proper  titles  of  appropriations,  the  income 
of  these  tribes  for  the  two  fiscal  years  1898  and  1899  may  be  stated  as 
follows : 

1898. 

APACHES,   KIOWAS,   AND   COMANCIIBS. 

Fulfilling  treaty  with  Apaches,  Kiowas,  and  Comanches $30, 000. 00 

Support  of  Apaches,  Kiowas,  and  Comanches,  clothing,  1898 10, 000. 00 

Support  of  Apaches,  Kiowas,  and  Comanches,  employees,  1898 6, 700.  00 

Indian  moneys,  proceeds  of  labor  (grazing  money) Ill,  362. 57 

158, 062. 57 

WICHITAS  AND  AFFILIATED  BANDS. 

jindian  moneys,  proceeds  of  labor  (grazing  money) 1, 491. 01 

ALL   OF   THE  TRIBES. 

Support  of  Apaches,  Kiowas,  Comanches,  Wichitas,  and  affiliated  bands .     100,  000. 00 
Total 259,553.58 

1899. 

APACHES,  KIOWAS  AND   COMANCHES. 

Indian  moneys,  proceeds  of  labor  (grazing  money) $192, 287. 92 

WICHITAS  AND  AFFILIATED   BANDS. 

Indian  moneys,  proceeds  of  labor  (grazing  money) 13,  045. 81 

ALL  OF   THE   TRIBES. 

Support  of  Apaches,  Kiowas  and  Comanches,  Wichitas  and  affiliated 
bands 100,000.00 

$305, 333. 73 
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Compariug  the  two  years,  we  have  a  total  income  for  1898  of  $259,553.58, 
and  a  total  income  for  1899  of  $305,333.73,  making  a  difference  in  favor 
of  1899  of  $45,780.15. 

As  above  stated,  the  $100,000  appropriated  as  a  gratuity  is  for  the 
benefit  of  all  the  Indians  on  the  reservation,  both  the  Apaches,  Kiowas, 
and  Comanches,  and  the  Wichitas  and  Affiliated  Bands.  This  gratuity 
being  the  same  in  1898  and  1899,  and  as  each  group  receives  an  equi- 
table share,  it  may  be  disregarded  in  making  comparisons.  The  sepa- 
rate income  of  each  group  may,  therefore,  be  stated  as  follows: 

Apaches,  Kiowas,  and  Comanches. 

Income  for  fiscal  year  1899 $192,287.92 

Income  for  fiscal  year  1898 158,062.57 

Excess  of  1899  over  1898 $34,225.35 

Wichitas  and  Affiliated  Bands. 

Income  for  fiscal  year  1899 $13,  045. 81 

Income  for  fiscal  year  1898 1,491.01 

Excess  of  1899  over  1898 $11, 554. 80 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  while  the  income  of  the 
Apaches,  Kiowas,  and  Comanches  has  been  diminished  to  the  extent 
of  $46,700  by  the  expiration  of  their  treaty,  the  decrease  has  been 
more  than  made  up  by  the  large  increase  in  their  grazing  fund;  and 
that  the  Wichitas  and  affiliated  bands  have  suffered  no  loss,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  have  had  their  income  very  largely  increased. 

With  respect  to  their  annuities  and  subsistence  supplies,  the  Indians 
of  the  Kiowa  Agency  are  not  receiving  as  much  in  1899  as  they  received 
in  1898.  The  usual  amount  of  clothing  for  the  Apaches,  Kiowas,  and 
Comanches  was  not  bought  this  year,  because  the  treaty  provision  for 
that  purpose  expired  in  1898,  and  for  the  same  reason  the  usual  quan- 
tity of  subsistence  was  not  allowed. 

In  anticipation  of  the  loss  of  $46,700  by  the  expiration  of  the  Apache, 
Kiowa,  and  Comanche  treaty,  but  evidently  misunderstanding  the 
amount  of  revenue  that  would  be  available  for  this  agency,  the  acting 
Indian  agent,  in  making  his  annual  estimate  last  January  for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year,  materially  reduced  the  quantity  of  subsistence  sup- 
plies, more  so  than  the  situation  demanded.  The  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  did  not  increase  the  agent's  estimate  when  contracts 
were  made  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  because,  while  anticipated,  the 
large  increase  in  grazing  funds  was  not  then  certain.  The  result  was 
a  large  reduction  in  thp  quantity  of  subsistence  supplies  purchased  for 
1899  as  compared  with  1898.  Additional  quantities  have  been  called 
for  by  the  Indian  agent,  however,  which  will  be  furnished. 

The  subsistence  articles  furnished  for  issue  to  these  Indians  are 
bacon,  beans,  beef  (gross),  coffee,  flour,  coarse  salt,  and  sugar.  The 
valueof  these  articles  furnished  theKiowalndiansfor  1898  approximated 
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7,820;  the  value  of  the  same  articles  for  1899  approximates  $52,342 — 
a  decrease  from  1898  of  $35,478.  ,  The  value  of  the  clothing  furnished 
the  Apaches,  Kiowas,  and  Comanches  for  1898  was  $9,320,  and  the 
value  of  that  furnished  the  Wlchitas  and  afifiliated  bands  was  about 
$3,860 — so  that  in  the  two  items  of  subsisteuce  and  clothing  the  Indians 
receive  $48,658  less  than  last  year.  But  while  they  receive  less  in 
certain  goods  and  supplies,  they  receive  more  than  an  equivalent  in  cash. 

In  the  fiscal  year  1898  there  was  paid  to  the  Apaches,  Kiowas,  and 
Comanches  in  cash  $30  per  capita  of  their  grazing  money,  the  aggre- 
gate of  which  was  $86,100.  A  payment  is  to  be  made  in  the  near  future 
of  $40  per  capita  from  the  same  fund,  and  there  will  be  enough  remain- 
ing to  make  another  payment  in  the  spring  of  probably  $30  per  capita — 
a  total  of  $70  in  this  present  year,  which  will  aggregate  a  payment  to 
the  tribes  of  $200,900. 

The  Wichitas,  etc.,  received  no  per  capita  payment  last  year  from 
their  grass  money.  It  is  now  proposed  to  make  them  a  payment  of  $8 
per  cax>ita,  and  there  will  be  enough  remaining  to  make  them  a  $3  pay- 
ment in  the  spring,  a  total  per  capita  of  $11,  the  aggregate  of  which 
will  be  $10,560. 

Thus  it  appears  that  while  the  Indians  of  the  Kiowa  Agency  received 
in  cash  only  $86,100  last  year,  they  will  receive  in  all  probability 
$211,460  this  year. 

Comparing  the  two  years  with  respect  to  the  matters  under  discus- 
sion, the  situation  is  as  follows : 

1899. 

Value  of  subsistence  supplies  furnished  and  to  be  furnished $52,  342 

Cash  payments  to  Apaches,  Kiowas,  and  Comanches 200,  900 

Cash  payments  to  Wichitas  and  Afflliated  Bands 10,  560 

263,802 

1898. 

Value  of  subsistence  supplies  furnished 87, 820 

Value  of  clothing,  Apaches,  Kiowas,  and  Comanches 9,  320 

Value  of  clothing,  Wichitas  and  Affiliated  Bands 3,  860 

Cash  payment 86, 100 

187,100 

Difference  in  favor  of  1899 76,702 

There  have  been  other  expenditures  for  these  Indians  in  the  way  of 
employees,  agricultural  implements,  hardware,  etc.,  which,  while  they 
might  affect  these  latter  figures  somewhat,  would  not  materially  change 
the  general  result.  They  are  not  discussed  here,  the  purpose  being 
simply  to  show  that  these  Indians  are  in  a  better  condition,  financially, 
than  they  were  last  year,  and  that  whatever  reductions  have  been 
made  in  rations  or  annuities  will  be  more  than  offset  by  payments  in 
cash. 

Indian  Lands  to  Missionary  Societies. — During  the  year  nine 
tracts  upon  Indian  reservations  have  been  set  apart  for  the  use  of  mis- 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR.    1445 

sionary  societies  in  their  leligious  and  educational  work  among  Indians. 
The  tracts  vary  in  size  from  half  an  acre  to  a  quarter  section. 

Eailroads  Across  Eeservations. — Eights  of  way  have  been 
grauted  railroads  as  follows: 

Nebraska,  Kansas  and  Gulf,  through  Indian  and  Oklahoma  Territories. 
Denison,  Bonham  and  New  Orleans,  through  Indian  and  Oklahoma  Territories. 
Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas,  in  Oklahoma,  to  restore  the  channel  of  the  South 
Canadian  River. 
Kansas,  Oklahoma  and  Gulf,  through  Chilocco  school  reserve,  Oklahoma. 
Omaha  Northern,  through  Omaha  and  Winnebago  Reservations. 
Kettle  River  Valley,  through  Colville  Reservation. 
Washington  Improvement  and  Development  Company,  through  Colville  Reserve. 

The  status  of  rights  of  way  previously  granted  and  referred  to  in 
previous  reports  are  given  in  detail  by  the  Commissioner. 

Indian  Depebdation  Claims. — Out  of  the  8,007  Indian  depredation 
claims  of  record  in  the  Indian  Bureau  4,260  are  yet  to  be  disposed  of. 
By  the  act  of  July  7, 1898,  $.331,771.55  were  appropriated  for  payment 
of  judgments  rendered  by  the  Court  of  Claims,  which,  with  previous 
appropriations,  make  a  total  of  $1,452,451.84  that  have  been  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose.  A  few  small  judgments  have  been  paid  from 
tribal  funds. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  House  bill  No.  6712  was  introduced, 
which  proposed  to  admit  to  adjudication  three  classes  of  claims  which 
under  existing  law  are  barred.  Claims  for  the  property  of  any  "  inhab- 
itant"  instead  of  citizen;  claims  for  property  " damaged "  as  well  as 
destroyed,  and  claims  against  Indians  not "  in  amity"  as  well  as  friendly 
Indians.  If  this  bill  were  to  become  a  law  it  would  reopen  many  cases 
which  have  been  disallowed,  and  under  it,  at  this  late  date,  the  Indians 
would  suffer  much  greater  injustice  than  the  claimants  are  likely  to 
suffer  under  the  law  which  is  now  in  force.  Moreover,  it  would  take 
millions  from  the  United  States  Treasury  to  pay  claims  of  which  no 
small  number  would  be  questionable. 

ASSATTLT  UPON  Navajoes. — Eeports  have  been  received  from  the 
acting  agent  of  the  Navajoes,  the  United  States  district  attorney  for 
Arizona,  and  the  governor  of  Arizona  in  regard  to  the  forcible  ejec- 
tion last  year  of  16  Navajo  families  from  the  Grand  Canyon  National 
Park  and  its  Adcinity,  by  which  the  Indians  suffered  the  loss  of  their 
cattle  and  sheep.  The  Arizona  offlcials  claim  that  no  harm  was  done 
to  the  Indians  either  in  person  or  property,  while  the  agent  maintains 
that  they  suffered  heavily.  The  agent's  statement  is  probably  nearer 
the  truth,  and  the  Navajoes  are  fairly  entitled  to  compensation  for  their 
losses. 

Mission  Indians,  Oalipoenia. — No  new  allotments  have  been 
made,  and  the  completion  of  allotments  on  three  reserves  still  awaits 
the  furnishing  of  survey  plats  by  the  Land  Office.  The  proposed 
exchange  of  lands  with  the  Southern  Pacific  Eailroad  is  also  still 
before  the  Land  Office.    The  Mission  Indian  Commission  failed  to 
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select  for  some  of  the  Indians  the  land  which  they  were  at  that  time 
occupying.  A  draft  of  a  bill  was  sent  to  the  Senate  which  authorizes 
the  patenting-  to  the  Mission  Indians  of  such  tracts  not  selected  by 
the  commission  as  they  now  occupy  and  need. 

Killing  of  Utes  in  Colorado.— On  the  24th  day  of  October, 
1897,  when  a  party  of  Ute  Indians  from  the  Uintah  and  Ouray  Reser- 
vation in  Utah  were  hunting  on  the  north  side  of  Snake  River,  in 
Colorado,  two  of  them  were  killed  and-  two  were  wounded  by  a  squad 
of  game  wardens  of  Colorado.  Immediately  the  newspapers  contained 
the  usual  startling  accounts  of  an  Indian  outbreak.  Troops  at  Fort 
Duchesne  were  called  on  to  suppress  any  hostile  demonstrations  which 
the  White  River  Utes  might  be  disposed  to  make,  and  Special  Agent 
E.  B.  Reynolds  was  sent  out  to  ascertain  the  facts.  He  took  the  testi- 
mony of  most  of  the  Indians  and  white  men  connected  with  the  affair. 
That  of  the  white  men  was  to  the  effect  that  the  game  warden  of  Routt 
County  had  been  notified  by  the  chief  game  warden  of  Colorado  that 
Indians  were  killing  game  in  violation  of  law,  and  should  be  arrested 
unless  they  left  the  State. 

A  force  of  ten  wardens,  all  but  two  armed,  and  two  other  men  started 
for  the  Indian  camp,  sending  two  of  their  number  ahead  to  try  and 
induce  the  Indians  to  come  to  Thompson's  ranch  for  a  talk.  En  route 
two  Indians  were  met,  one  of  whom  was  taken  and  disarmed.  Arriving 
at  the  camp  at  10  a.  m.,  they  found  six  men,  eight  or  ten  women,  and  a 
few  children.  The  Indians  were  notified  that  they  must  leave  the  State 
or  be  arrested.  After  some  time  attempt  was  made  to  disarm  and 
arrest  them,  which  the  Indians  resisted.  Then,  to  quote  from  the  report 
of  the  special  agent: 

In  tlie  final  attempt  to  arrest  the  Indians,  an  Indian,  unexpectedly  to  all,  fired  his 
gun  at  one  of  the  wardens,  Al.  Shaw,  and  as  he  was  about  to  fire,  a  warden,  Mr.  Kim- 
berly,  standing  near  Shaw,  struck  the  gun  to  one  side,  and  the  shot  missed  Shaw  and 
hit  a  woman.  At  this  moment  the  firing  was  commenced  by  the  wardens  and  lasted 
but  a  few  minutes,  and  when  it  had  ceased  it  was  found  that  some  Indians  had  been 
killed  and  some  wounded,  and  Shaw  was  lying  on  the  ground  in  a  senseless  condition, 
having  been  stricken  down  by  the  Indian  who  had  fired  the  first  shot.  The  wardens 
then  went  away  to  Thompson's  ranch. 

The  Indians  claim  that  after  arrival  at  the  camp  with  the  dis- 
armed Indians  the  wardens  immediately  covered  the  others  with  their 
rifles  and  endeavored  to  arrest  some  of  them,  who  resisted  and  got 
away.  In  the  afternoon  the  wardens  commenced  firing  on  the  Indians, 
and  after  killing  two  men  and  two  women  left  the  camp. 

The  wardens  deny  that  they  fired  the  first  shot  or  that  they  drew 
their  rifles  on  the  Indians  before  the  firing  commenced,  and  on  the 
whole  the  special  agent  is  inclined  to  accept  their  version  of  the  affair 
as  against  that  of  the  Indians,  and  to  acquit  the  posse  of  anything 
deliberate  or  malicious  in  the  killing. 

This  is  the  old  hunting  ground  of  the  Utes,  and  they  find  it  hard  to 
understand  why  their  right  to  hunt  there,  guaranteed  by  their  treaty, 
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should  be  interfered  with  by  State  law.  Under  the  Supreme  Court 
decision  that  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the  Union  annuls  such 
treaty  rights  the  Indians  could  undoubtedly  be  held  by  the  Colorado 
officials  to  be  violating  the  game  laws. 

Southern  Utes  in  Colorado. — Irrigating  ditches  for  allotted  lands 
are  nearly  completed.  For  the  irrigation  of  the  unallotted  tract  the 
Montezuma  Valley  Canal  Company  made  a  proposition  last  November 
which  was  submitted  to  Congress,  and  is  contained,  with  report  of 
inspector,  in  Senate  Executive  Document  154,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  sec- 
ond session.  Under  an  item  in  the  last  Indian  appropriation  act  an 
investigation  is  being  made  by  the  Geological  Survey  as  to  the  irriga- 
tion outlook  for  those  lands. 

Seminoles  in  Florida. — There  are  supposed  to  be  from  400  to  600 
Seminole  Indians  or  descendants  of  Seminoles,  in  Florida,  who  refused 
to  assent  to  the  treaty  of  May  9,  1832,  by  which  the  tribe  consented  to 
move  to  the  Indian  Territory.  The  tribe,  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty, 
renounced  all  claim  to  its  rights  in  Florida,  receiving  therefor  lauds  in 
the  Indian  Territory.  The  descendants  of  the  remnant  remaining  in 
Florida  have  no  legal  rights  in  that  State,  but  their  condition  appeals 
to  one's  humanity. 

In  1888  an  attempt  was  made  to  locate  them  in  Florida  under  the 
provisions  of  the  homestead  act.  The  attempt  failed,  as  no  vacant  lands 
suitable  for  the  purpose  could  be  found  in  that  State,  and  no  provision 
had  been  made  for  the  purchase  of  the  lands  desired,  upon  which  they 
lived. 

In  1893  the  Women's  S'ational  Indian  Association  initiated  its  pio- 
neer work  for  the  benefit  of  these  people  and  established  missions 
among  them.  The  Government  secured  80  acres  of  land  upon  which  a 
mill  house,  barn,  school  house,  and  other  buildings  were  erected,  and 
the  State  of  Florida  voted  5,000  acres  for  these  Indians,  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  these  lands  were  ever  selected  by  the  State. 

By  a  clause  in  the  Indian  appropriation  act  of  August  5,  1894,  the 
sum  of  $6,000  was  appropriated  for  the  Seminoles  in  Florida,  "  one-half 
of  which  sum  shall  be  expended  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
in  procuring  permanent  homes  for  said  Indians." 

Subsequent  acts  contained  similar  provisions,  and  purchases  to  the 
extent  of  fourteen  sections  of  land  have  been  made,  at  a  cost  of 
$6,258.86. 

On  the  31st  of  January,  1898,  the  Assistant  Attorney  General  for 
this  Department  rendered  an  opinion  to  theeftect  that  certain  tracts  of 
land  in  the  Everglades  of  Florida  occupied  by  the  Seminole  Indians, 
and  other  tracts  in  the  same  vicinity,  which  are  not  actually  swamp  and 
overflowed,  but  which  are  embraced  in  the  swamp  and  overflowed  land 
grant  to  the  State  of  Florida,  could  lawfully  be  excepted  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  from  the  patent  to  be  issued  for  the  said  swamp 
grant  to  the  State  of  Florida,  and  reserved  to  the  Seminole  Indians. 
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With  a  view  to  making  provision  for  the  settlement  of  these  Indians 
on  unappropriated  lands  before  all  such  lands  are  taken  up  by  the 
rapidly  increasing  population  of  the  State,  I  directed  Indian  Inspector 
A.  J.  Duncan  to  go  to  Florida  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what 
lands  could  be  secured,  and  to  consult  with  the  authorities  of  the  State 
and  others,  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

Mr.  Duncan  made  two  trips  to  Florida  and  has  prepared  valuable 
reports,  which  are  hereto  appended.    (Exhibit  G.) 

It  is  believed  that  certain  lands  the  title  to  which  is  still  in  the 
United  States  Government  can  be  assigned  to  these  people. 

Osage  Annuity  Eoll  Contested  Oases. — In  1895  the  Osages 
complained  that  names  had  been  fraudulently  placed  upon  their  annu- 
ity roll  and  asked  an  investigation,  to  be  paid  for  from  their  funds.  On 
being  told  that  the  challenged  names  must  first  be  furnished,  with 
charges  and  reasons,  a  list  of  446  names  was  submitted.  A  commission 
to  investigate  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Washington  J.  Houston  and 
George  Y.  Scott,  who  were  instructed  February  20,  1896,  that  they 
should  not  consider  names  admitted  on  the  roll  prior  to  January  1, 
1888,  but  the  date  was  afterwards  set  at  January  1, 1880.  This  change 
added  82  to  the  list,  making  it  528  naipes.  Both  commissioners  reported 
296  names  as  thrown  out  because  they  had  been  enrolled  prior  to  Jan- 
uary 1, 1880;  80  as  belonging  on  the  roll,  their  rights  as  Osages  being 
proved,  and  5  as  erroneously  entered  on  the  list.  The  147  remaining 
names  Mr.  Houston  reported  as  without  evidence  to  sustain  their  enroll- 
ment, 5  being  children  of  white  men  married  to  Indians  after  1888;  but 
Mr.  Scott  reported  68  of  them  as  entitled  to  remain  on  the  roll  and  74 
as  without  evidence  to  sustain  their  enrollment,  and  made  no  report  as 
to  the  children  of  white  men.  On  examination  of  the  testimony  and 
evidence  the  Indian  Office  recommended  that  140  names  be  retained  on 
the  roll,  while  the  Assistant  Attorney-General,  to  whom  the  case  was 
afterwards  referred,  found  207  entitled  to  remain.  The  acting  agent  for 
the  Osages  was  instructed  July  12, 1898,  in  accordance  with  this  final 
decision. 

Intruders  in  the  Indian  Territory. — The  last  Indian  act  author- 
izes appeals  in  all  citizenship  controversies  in  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes 
from  the  courts  in  the  Indian  Territory  direct  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  This  disposes  of  the  main  complication  of  the 
intruder  question,  and  the  rest  of  it  will  doubtless  be  disposed  of,  with- 
out recourse  to  removal  of  intruders,  by  the  modifications  of  tribal 
affairs  which  will  will  come  through  the  Curtis  Act. 

Sale  op  Peoria  and  Miami  Lands. — Under  the  act  of  June  7, 
1897,  authorizing  the  Peoria  and  Miami  allottees  to  sell  100  acres  from 
their  allotments  of  200  acres  or  over,  the  Peorias  have  made  32  convey- 
ances of  land,  amounting  to  2,684.57  acres,  for  $27,653.90,  and  the 
Miamis  have  made  16  conveyances,  amounting  to  1,411.05  acres,  for 
$12,605. 
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Title  of  Lands  Purchased  by  Sacs  and  Poxes  in  Iowa.— In 
January,  1896,  the  legislature  of  Iowa  ceded  to  the  United  States  .juris- 
diction over  the  Iowa  Indians  and  their  land,  which  was  accepted  by 
the  United  States  by  the  Indian  appropriation  act  of  June  10, 1896. 
The  records  of  the  Indian  Office  showed  that  16  tractsof  laud  had  been 
purchased  by  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  between  1876  and  1892,  aggregating 
2,480,075  acres.  Examination  of  the  books  of  Tama  County,  Iowa,  dis- 
closed the  record  of  30  more  deeds  conveying  17  other  tracts  to  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes.  Within  these  lands  are  8  small  tracts  owned  by  whites, 
containing  about  50  acres,  which  should  be  purchased  for  the  Indians. 

One  of  the  deeds,  instead  of  being  made  out  to  the  tribe,  is  made  to 
five  Indians  and  their  heirs,  although  the  80  acres  were  bought  for  the 
tribe.  The  Indians  were  notified  that  to  quiet  title  in  the  tribe  a  suit 
must  be  entered  to  change  title  to  the  tribe,  but  they  were  unwilling 
to  incur  the  expense  of  the  suit  from  tribal  funds.  Through  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice,  the  United  States  attorney  for  the  northern  district  of 
Iowa  has  been  requested  to  enter  suit. 

Attack  by  Papagoes  on  El  Plomo,  Mexico. — Last  April  it 
was  reported  through  the  State  Department  that  some  Papagoes  from 
the  United  States  had  attacked  the  village  of  EI  Plomo,  Mexico.  The 
Pima  agent  reported,  May  11,  that  no  one  had  been  killed  or  wounded 
in  that  attack,  which,  had  been  made  by  some  Sonora  Indians,  who, 
having  fled  to  the  American  side  the  year  before,  had  returned  to  their 
old  home  to  recover  their  stock  left  there.  The  Mexicans  fired  on  them 
and  again  they  fled,  leaving  their  stock  behind.  May  27,  Inspector 
Kesler  reported  that  he  had  25  of  the  Papagoes  in  custody,  of  whom  4 
ringleaders  would  be  held  for  trial  for  violation  of  the  provisions  of 
section  5286,  Eevised  Statutes  United  States,  which  would  be  sufficient 
punishment.  The  other  21  were  sent  to  the  Pima  Agency  and  were 
released  on  parole  last  June  and  July.  The  4  are  still  in  the  custody 
of  the  Pima  Agency. 

ZJToRTHBEN  Cheyenne  Reservation,  Mont. — The  Indian  appro- 
priation act  of  July  1, 1898,  provides  that  an  inspector  shall  report  as 
to  the  feasibility  of  removing  the  Northern  Cheyennes  to  the  Crow  Ees- 
ervation,  the  names  of  white  settlers  on  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Eeser- 
vation,  with  the  amount  of  land  occupied  and  improvements  made  by 
them,  the  subject  of  fencing  the  reservation,  and  the  amount  of  pastur- 
age available  thereon.  He  may  negotiate  with  settlers  legally  on  the 
reservation  for  the  sale  of  their  land  and  improvements.  Inspector 
McLaughlin  has  been  assigned  to  this  duty  and  received  instructions. 

Pueblos  in  New  Mexico. — The  Zuiii  pueblo  was  granted  to  its 
inhabitants  by  Spain  in  1680,  but  there  appears 'to  have  been  no 
approval  of  the  grant  by  the  Department  of  Congress,  and  no  patent 
has  ever  been  issued.  There  seems  to  be  no  way  to  confirm  the  title  to 
the  Indians  except  by  act  of  Congress  confirming  the  claim  outright  or 
permitting  suit  to  be  brought  against  the  United  States  in  the  Court 
of  Private  Land  Claims.    The  Commissioner  presents  a  transcript  of 
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records  of  the  grant  found  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor-general  of  K ew 
Mexico. 

Five  of  the  principal  men  engaged  last  year  in  the  hanging  of  a  so- 
called  witch  in  the  Zuni  pueblo  have  been  indicted.  In  February  last 
the  United  States  attorney  for  New  Mexico  reported  that  four  were  then 
in  the  Los  Lunas  jail,  and  warrant  had  been  issued  for  the  other,  but 
their  trial  could  not  come  off  until  September. 

Under  a  provision  in  the  last  appropriation  act,  Mr.  George  Hill 
Howard,  of  Santa  Fe,  has  been  made  counsel  for  the  several  pueblos  in 
their  land  and.  other  matters. 

Pyramid  Lake  Indians,  IsTevada. — The  last  Indian  appropriation 
act  authorizes  the  town  of  Wadsworth  on  the  Pyramid  Lake  Reserva- 
tion to  acquire  title  to  its  town  site  under  section  2382,  Revised  Stat- 
utes, relating  to  town  sites  on  public  lands.  The  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  the  land  in  the  town  site  is  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Pyra- 
mid Lake  Pi-Utes,  and  Indians  residing  in  the  town  and  in  possession 
of  lots  with  improvements  shaH  have  the  same  rights  of  purchase  as 
white  men.  The  110  acres  on  which  the  Pyramid  Lake  school  is  located 
is  reserved  from  the  town  site,  except  so  much  as  may,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  not  be  needed  by  the  school. 

Indians  in  I^ew  York. — No  change  has  been  made  in  the  condition 
or  political  status  of  the  New  York  Indians  during  the  past  year.  The 
claim  of  the  Ogdeu  Land  Company  still  exists,  with  no  apparent  pros- 
pect of  its  being  soon  settled. 

A  petition,  numerously  signed  by  the  Indians,  to  have  the  New  York 
legislature  amend  the  laws  so  as  to  give  litigants  in  property  matters 
the  right  to  appeal  from  the  Peacemakers'  courts  to  the  State  courts 
was  transmitted  to  the  governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

During  the  year  the  Seneca  Nation  of  New  York  Indians  had  a  bill 
introduced  in  Congress,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  have  all  lease 
moneys  due  from  the  leasing  of  town  lots  in  the  six  villages  of  the  Alle- 
gany Reservation  collected  by  the  United  States  Indian  agent.  This 
bill  passed  the  Senate  and  is  now  pending  in  the  House. 

Under  the  treaty  of  1838  a  reservation  was  set  apart  in  Kansas  for 
these  Indians. .  The  reservation  was  never  occupied  by  them,  and  has 
been  sold  by  the  Government  and  the  proceeds  thereof  placed  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Staees. 

The  Indians  presented  to  Congress  a  claim  against  the  United  States  , 
to  recover  the  value  of  said  lands,  estimated  at  $2,393,600,  and  the 
claim  was  referred  by  Congress  to  the  Court  of  Claims  for  adjudica- 
tion, with  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

In  1896  the  Court  of  Claims  dismissed  the  petition  of  the  Indians, 
from  which  decision  the  Indians  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

In  the  May  term  of  this  year  the  Supreme  Court  reversed  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  Claims,  remanding  the  case  with  "  instructions 
to  enter  a  new  judgment  for  the  net  amount  actually  received  by  the 
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Government  for  the  Kansas  lands,  without  interest,  less  any  increase 
in  value  attributable  to  the  fact  that  certain  of  these  lands  were 
donated  for  public  purposes,  as  well  as  the  net  amount  which  the  court 
below  may  find  could  have  been  obtained  for  the  lands  otherwise  dis- 
posed of,  if  they  had  all  been  sold  as  public  lands,  less  the  amount  of 
lands  upon  the  basis  of  which  settlement  was  made  with  the  Tonawan- 
das,  and  less  10,240  acres  allotted  to  the  32  New  York  Indians,  as  set 
forth  in  finding  12,  together  with  such  other  deductions  as  may  seem 
to  the  court  below  to  be  just,  and  for  such  other  proceedings  as  may  be 
necessary  and  in  conformity  with  this  opinion." 

On  November  14,1898,  judgment  was  rendered  by  the  Court  of  Claims, 
on  mandate  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  in  favor  of  the  Indians 
for  $1,961,400. 

TOKTUEING  AND   BURNING-   OF   SEMINOLES   IN  OKLAHOMA. — Early 

in  January  last  Mrs.  Laird,  a  white  woman,  was  brutally  murdered  in  a 
shocking  manner  near  the  village  of  Maud,  in  Pottawatomie  County, 
Okla.,  adjacent  to  the  line  of  the  Seminole  Nation.  Shortly  afterwards 
a  mob  collected  and  seized  two  Seminole  Indians,  named  Lincoln 
McGeesy  and  Palmer  Martin,  and  put  them  to  death  by  burning,  as 
the  perpetrators  of  the  murder  of  Mrs.  Laird. 

Upon  receipt  of  information  of  this  great  crime.  Governor  Barnes,  of 
Oklahoma,  was  at  once  directed  by  telegraph  to  cooperate  with  the 
officials  of  the  Indian  Department  and  the  Department  of  Justice  to 
quiet  all  disturbances,  and  arrest  and  bring  to  justice  all  parties  guilty 
of  violation  of  the  law  on  either  side.  As  it  appeared  from  the  reports 
that  there  was  danger  of  an  uprising  of  the  Indians  because  of  their 
belief  that  the  boys  who  had  been  so  cruelly  and  unlawfully  put  to  death 
were  innocent  of  the  murder  of  Mrs.  Laird,  on  the  same  day  a  telegram 
was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  War  requesting  that  a  sufficient  force  of 
troops  be  immediately  sent  to  Wewoka,  in  the  Seminole  Nation,  and  to 
such  points  on  the  border  between  that  Nation  and  Oklahoma  as  might 
be  deemed  necessary  to  preserve  the  peace  and  protect  life  and  property. 

To  the  latter  dispatch  the  Secretary  of  War  made  prompt  response, 
but  before  troops  could  be  moved  further  information  was  received 
giving  assurance  that  their  presence  on  the  ground  was  unnecessary. 
Governor  Barnes  of  Oklahoma  was  also  prompt  and  energetic,  and 
even  before  the  receipt  of  Department  telegram  to  him  had  taken  vig- 
orous steps  to  ferret  out  the  perpetrators  of  the  crime  committed  upon 
the  two  boys  and  to  bring  them  to  justice.  He  offered  a  reward  of 
$1,000  for  their  arrest  and  conviction,  which  was  the  largest  reward 
authorized  by  the  laws  of  the  Territory. 

It  is  believed  that  the  mob  embraced  nearly  all  the  white  people  of 
that  neighborhood  and  numbered  about  300  persons,  and  as  they  were 
all  interested  in  shielding  themselves,  as  well  as  their  neighbors,  it  was 
extremely  difficult  to  get  any  information  that  would  lead  to  their  iden- 
tification.   The  Indian  agent  and  his  clerks  and  the  Indian  police,  as 
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well  as  the  officials  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  have  striven  dili- 
gently to  ferret  them  out,  but  without  satisfactory  results.  It  is 
understood  that  a  few  indictments  have  been  found,  but  no  advice  has 
been  received  as  to  the  strength  of  the  proof  upon  which  they  are 
based,  or  as  to  the  probabilities  of  conviction.  The  crime,  however, 
was  a  monstrous  one,  and  the  perpetrators  ought  not  to  go  unpunished. 
All  reports  now  seem  to  agree  that  one  of  the  victims,  Lincoln  McGeesy, 
a  young  married  man  of  respectable  family,  was  innocent  of  the  crime 
with  which  he  was  charged — the  murder  of  Mrs.  Laird — and  that  the 
guilt  of  the  other,  Palmer  Martin,  has  never  been  proven,  and  that  it 
is  by  no  means  certain  that  he  was  guilty. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1, 1898  (30  Stat.,  597, 625),  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  G-overnment  for 
the  next  fiscal  year,  it  is  provided  that — 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  cause  an  examination  and  Investigation 
to  be  made  of  outrages  and  injuries  alleged  to  have  been  perpetrated  on  Individual 
Indians  belonging  to  the  Seminole  tribe  by  an  armed  mob  or  band  of  lawless  per- 
sons who  invaded  the  Seminole  country  during  the  mouths  of  December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  if  upon 
such  examination  and  investigation  it  shall  appear  that  outrages  and  injuries  have 
been  so  perpetrated  and  that  the  United  States  is  under  treaty  obligations  to  pay 
for  such  outrages  and  injuries,  he  shall  ascertain  the  amount  which  should  be 
properly  paid  such  Indian  or  Indians  or  their  legal  heirs  or  representatives,  and 
pay  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  may  deem  just  and  reasonable,  and  for  such  purpose  a 
sum  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated. 

The  United  States  Indian  inspector  for  the  Indian  Territory  has  been 
directed  to  make  inquiry  touching  the  injuries  alleged  to  have  been 
perpetrated  upon  the  Indians  belonging  to  the  Seminole  tribe,  and  as 
soon  as  his  report  has  been  received  action  will  be  taken  thereon  by 
the  Department,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  act  above 
quoted. 

Boundary  op  Klamath  Ebservation,  Oreg. — On  account  of  an 
erroneous  survey  of  their  boundary  lines  a  commission  in  1896  recom- 
mended that  the  Klamath  Indians  be  compensated  by  payment  of 
$532,270.  Instead  of  that,  Congress  at  its  last  session  provided  for  a 
resurvey  of  the  boundary  according  to  the  treaty  of  1864,  and  author- 
ized an  inspector  to  negotiate  with  the  Indians  in  regard  to  all  reserva- 
tion matters  (including  the  relinquishment  of  a  part  of  their  reserve), 
and  to  ascertain  what  portion  thereof  is  occupied  by  United  States 
citizens  and  by  what  right.  Negotiations  will  await  the  resurvey  of 
the  boundaries  by  the  General  Land  Office. 

Turtle  Mountain  Chippbwas,  North  Dakota. — The  agreement 
concluded  with  them  in  1892  is  still  unratified.  House  bill  8292  is 
pending,  which  refers  to  the  Court  of  Claims  the  claims  of  these  Chip- 
pewas  for  payment  for  9,000,000  acres  in  North  Dakota,  which  they 
Insist  have  never  been  ceded  by  them. 

Daniel  Pullen  and  the  Quillehute  Reserve,  Wash. — After 
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a  coutest  of  several  years  it  has  finally  been  decided  that  one  Daniel 
Pulleu  has  no  right  to  the  land  on  the  Quillehute  Eeservation  which  he 
has  been  occupying;  but  when  the  Neah  Bay  agent  attempted  to  put 
the  Indians  in  possession  of  their  land  Mr.  Pullen  sued  out  a  writ  of 
injunction  to  restrain  the  agent  from  removing  him  from  the  reservation. 
April  30  last  the  injunction  was  dissolved.  The  Washington  Pur  Com- 
pany was  involved  in  the  case  of  Pullen,  and  its  rights  on  the  reserva- 
tion were  also  passed  upon  in  determining  the  rights  of  Mr.  Pullen  by 
departmental  decision  of  March  1, 1893.  (Public  Land  Decisions,  vol. 
16,  p.  210  et  seq.)  June  24  the  agent  reported  that  the  removal  of  the 
personal  effects  of  Mr.  Pullen  had  been  accomplished,  but  that  the 
Washington  Fur  Company  would  need  considerable  time  in  which 
to  remove  their  property.  Ample  time  was  allowed  them.  In  July 
Sutcliffe  Baxter,  receiver  of  the  Washington  Pur  Company,  had  a 
restraining  order  served  upon  the  agent,  to  which  he  prepared  a 
demurrer,  which  the  court  sustained,  but  it  also  allowed  the  complain- 
ant thirty  days  in  which  to  file  a  new  petition. 

Stoekbridges  and  Munsees  in  Wisconsin. — Certain  tracts  allotted  to 
Indians  in  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  reservations  having  been 
claimed  by  the  State  of  Wisconsin  under  the  swamp-land  act,  Sen- 
ate bill  3094  has  been  introduced  and  is  pending  in  Congress,  which 
proposes  the  relinquishment  by  the  State  of  all  swamp  lands  within 
Indian  reservations  in  exchange  for  other  lands  to  be  granted  the 
State. 

Saie  of  Citizen  Pottawatomie  and  Absentee  Shawnee 
Lands. — During  the  past  year,  with  Department  approval,  these 
Indians  have  disposed  of  10,655.46  acres,  for  $54,679.68,  ninety-five 
conveyances  having  been  made  by  the  Pottaw atomies  at  an  average 
price  of  $4.71  per  acre,  and  twenty-five  by  the  Absentee  Shawnees  at 
an  average  of  $6.98  per  acre.  The  total  sales  of  lands  by  these  two 
tribes  of  Indians  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  August  15, 1894,  are 
378,  aggregating  40,093.51  acres  of  land,  for  $229,461.77.  Great  difQ- 
culty  has  been  experienced  in  preventing  the  Indians  from  being 
defrauded  of  more  or  less  of  the  purchase  money. 

The  act  of  May  23,  1872,  provides  that  Pottawatomie  lands  shall  be 
alienable  only  to  the  United  States  or  to  Indians.  Such  restrictions 
should  be  removed,  and  those  allottees  should  be  allowed  the  same 
privileges  as  are  accorded  those  who  took  allotments  under  the  general 
allotment  act. 

Sale  op  Liquor  to  Indians. — The  investigation  of  Special  Agent 
E.  J.  W.  Brewster,  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  into  sales  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  to  Indians  have  disclosed  bold  violations  of  law,  and 
have  resulted  in  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  many  offenders.  At 
Round  Valley,  Cal.,  seven  liquor  sellers  were  arrested  and  five  con- 
victed and  punished.  I^ear  Nez  Perce  Agency,  Idaho,  some  were 
arrested  and  others  against  whom  warrants  had  been  issued  fled  the 
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country.  Towns  in  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  Ind.  Ter.,  were  found  to  be 
infested  with  liquor  saloons,  and  several  liquor  sellers  have  been  sent 
to  the  penitentiary.  At  Ardmore  206  barrels  of  bottled  beer  were 
seized.  At  Purcell  it  was  not  uncommon  for  officers  of  the  court  to  be 
intoxicated. 

One  Indian  died  and  two  others  lost  their  sight  from  drinking  lemon 
extract  purchased  near  Devils  Lake  Agency,  IST.  Dak.  Subsequent 
chemical  analysis  showed  that  methyl  alcohol  was  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  the  extract. 

Creek  Warrants. — The  Indian  appropriation  act  approved  June 
7, 1897,  required  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  disburse  the  sum  of 
$333,000  of  the  permanent  fund  of  the  Creek  Nation  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  in  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  Creek  Nation, 
provided  he  found  upon  investigation  that  the  debts  were  incurred,  or 
the  warrants  representing  the  same  were  issued,  for  full  and  valuable 
consideration,  and  that  there  was  no  fraud  in  the  incurring  of  the 
debts  or  the  issue  of  the  warrants. 

In  my  last  annual  report  it  was  stated  that  in  pursuance  of  this 
authority  two  special  inspectors  had  been  sent  to  the  Creek  Nation  to 
investigate  the  debt  and  the  warrants  in  question,  and  that  their  report 
showed  that  warrants  aggregating  $352,243.16  had  been  issued  by  the 
Creek  Nation  and  were  then  outstanding.  It  was  also  stated  that  the 
proof  showed  that  $93,704.93  of  the  sum  above  named  had  been  fraud- 
ulently issued  by  certain  ofiflcials  of  the  Creek  Nation,  who  had  con- 
spired together  for  that  purpose,  and  that  it  had  not  been  satisfactorily 
shown  that  there  was  no  fraud  in  the  creation  of  the  debt  or  the  issue 
of  the  remainder  of  the  warrants,  amounting  to  $258,538.23,  and  it  was 
said  that  they  would  not  be  paid  until  the  present  holders  had  proven 
them  free  from  any  taint  of  fraud. 

Subsequently,  upon  further  and  very  careful  and  thorough  investiga- 
tion made  by  the  said  special  inspectors,  it  was  conclusively  shown  that 
the  $258,538.23  of  warrants  were  free  from  fraud,  both  in  their  issue 
and  in  the  creation  of  the  debt  which  they  represented,  and  in  April, 
1898,  Agent  Wisdom,  of  the  Union  Agency,  was  directed  to  pay  them, 
and  money  deposited  to  his  credit  for  that  purpose. 

On  the  13th  of  April  he  reported  that  he  had  made  payment  to  the 
amount  of  $253,022.63,  and  turned  back  into  the  Treasury  $5,515.61 
upon  warrants  called  in  question  during  the  payment,  or  for  which  no 
warrants  were  presented. 

Here  the  matter  rested  until  the  passage  of  the  Indian  appropriation 
act  approved  July  1, 1898.    Section  11  of  this  act  provides  as  follows: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  out  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  June  seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
such  of  the  Creek  -warrants  as  are  proven  to  be  held  by  innocent  holders  who  ac- 
quired them  in  good  faith,  for  value  and  without  knowledge,  actual  or  constructive, 
of  irregularity  or  fraud  in  the  issuance  thereof,  and  such  warrants  shall  upon  pay- 
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ment  be  cancelled  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior;  and  all  the  warrants  so  issued 
by  said  Creek  Nation  shall  be  presented  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  within 
ninety  days  from  the  passage  of  this  Act,  and  all  warrants  not  so  presented  are 
hereby  declared  null  and  void,  and  such  warrants  so  presented  which  are  not  proven 
to  have  been  issued  or  acquired  in  good  faith  for  value  and  without  knowledge, 
actual  or  constructive,  of  irregularity  or  fraud  in  the  issuance  thereof,  shall  be  held 
by  the  Secretary  and  marked  upon  their  face  "fraudulent  and  void." 

Pursuant  to  this  provision,  one  of  the  special  inspectors  above  referred 
to  was  dispatched  to  the  Indian  Territory  in  July  last  to  take  testi- 
mony. Upon  his  report,  the  proof  taken  by  him,  and  the  evidence 
submitted  by  the  holders  of  the  warrants,  it  was  conclusively  shown 
that  the  warrants  were  owned  by  innocent  holders,  who  had  acquired 
them  in  good  faith  for  value,  and  without  knowledge,  actual  or  con- 
structive, of  irregularity  or  fraud  in  the  issuance  thereof.  Upon  this 
finding  payments  of  these  fraudulent  warrants  have  been  made  to  the 
amount  of  $73,344.18.  No  others  were  presented,  and  it  is  understood 
that  all  of  the  remainder  have  been  paid  and  canceled  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  Creek  Nation.  Thus  the  losses  resulting  from  these  fraudu- 
lent warrants  have  fallen  upon  the  Creek  Nation,  and  perhaps  rightfully, 
as  it  has  been  clearly  shown  by  proof  that  they  were  issued  by  the  duly 
constituted  authorities  of  that  nation,  and  without  the  knowledge  or 
connivance  of  any  other  persons  who  have  received  payment  from  the 
Government. 

The  perpetrators  of  this  fraud,  several  in  number,  have  b  en  indicted 
and  are  on  bail,  awaiting  trial  in  the  United  States  court,  except  one 
who  has  since  died,  and  one  who  fled  the  country  before  being  arrested, 
the  latter,  it  is  understood,  has  never  been  apprehended. 

Apache  Pkisonees  of  War. — Through  the  courtesy  of  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  War  a  copy  of  the  annual  report  of  Lieut.  F.  H.  Beach, 
in  charge  of  the  Apache  prisoners  of  war  at  Fort  Sill,  Okla.,  has  been 
received. 

The  number  of  these  prisoners,  men,  women,  and  children,  is  298, 
one  less  than  last  year.  Their  health  has  generally  been  good,  though 
some  of  them  have  suffered  from  malaria  and  some  from  tuberculosis. 
Their  principal  industry  is  stock  raising,  and  this  year  they  have  1,785 
head  of  cattle,  an  increase  of  333  head  over  last  year.  The  reservation 
set  apart  for  their  use  is  well  adapted  to  grazing,  and  it  is  Lieutenant 
Beach's  plan  to  fence  the  entire  reservation,  so  as  to  prevent  loss  of 
cattle  by  drifting,  as  well  as  to  protect  their  range  from  intruding  cat- 
tle from  the  outside.  This  year  they  have  furnished  640  tons  of  hay  to 
the  quartermaster  at  Fort  Sill,  for  which  they  received  $5.11  per  ton, 
aggregating  $3,281.59,  which  was  distributed  among  them  in  proportion 
to  the  labor  performed,  less  $684.06  paid  for  8  mowing  machines,  2 
balers,  7  rakes,  1  loader,  and  1  stacker,  which  they  used  through  the 
season  and  which  are  still  in  good  order  for  future  use. 

Each  family  has  a  farm  of  10  acres,  1  acre  of  which  is  set  apart  for 
a  vegetable  garden,  1  acre  for  cotton,  and  8  for  kaffir  corn. 
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Thirty-nine  of  their  children  are  in  St.  Patrick's  Mission  at  Ana- 
darko.  IsTo  school  has  been  provided  for  their  use,  taut  one  is  very- 
much  needed 

They  are  represented  as  peaceably  disposed,  their  discipline  excel- 
lent, and  their  progress  daring  the  year  fairly  satisfactory. 

PENSIONS. 

The  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  was  created  March  2, 
1833,  and  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  It 
was  transferred  to  the  Interior  Department  in  1849. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  shows  that  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1898,  there  were  on  the  pension  roll  993,714  names,  an  increase 
of  17,700  over  the  number  on  the  rolls  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1897. 
Of  these  there  are  12  widows  and  daughters  of  Revolutionary  sol- 
diers; 3  survivors  of  the  war  of  1812;  2,407  widows  of  soldiers  of  that 
war;  6,086  survivors  and  widows  of  Indian  wars;  18,155  survivors  and 
widows  of  the  war  with  Mexico;  655  army  nurses  and  426,758  survivors, 
widows,  children,  and  dependent  parents  and  sisters  and  brothers  of 
deceased  soldiers  and  sailors,  mostly  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 

The  latter  number  represents  those  pensioned  on  account  of  disabili- 
ties or  death  resulting  from  army  or  navy  service.  The  number  of 
persons  remaining  on  the  rolls  June  30,  1898,  who  were  pensioned 
under  the  act  of  June  27, 1890,  which  allows  pensions  for  ninety  days' 
service  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  on  account  of  death  and  disability 
not  chargeable  to  the  service,  was  539,638. 

The  number  added  to  the  rolls  during  the  year  was  64,351  (including 
7,614  held  in  the  Pension  Bureau  and  not  entered  on  the  agency  rolls 
until  after  July  1,  1897,  for  want  of  appropriation  sufflcient  to  make 
payments  thereon) ;  the  number  dropped  from  various  causes  (by  death, 
remarriage,  minors  by  legal  limitation,  failure  to  claim  within  three 
years,  etc.),  was  46,651,  and  the  number  of  claims  of  various  classes 
disallowed  was  85,629.  During  the  year  98,574  pension  certiiicates 
were  issued,  of  which  52,648  were  for  new  or  original  pensions. 

The  amount  appropriated  by  the  act  of  December  22,  1896,  for  the 
payment  of  pensions  for  the  fiscal  year  1898  was  $140,000,000,  of  which 
$136,000,000  was  set  aside  for  the  payment  of  army  pensions  and 
$4,000,000  for  the  payment  of  navy  pensions;  $8,070,872.46  was  appro- 
priated by  the  act  of  March  31,  1898,  to  cover  a  deficiency  in  army 
pensions,  and  repayments  in  the  sum  of  $12,020.33  were  made  to  the 
pension  appropriation,  making  an  aggregate  of  $148,082,892.79  avail- 
able for  the  payment  of  pensions  during  the  fiscal  year  1898. 

The  amount  disbursed  for. army  and  navy  pensions  during  the  year 
was  $144,651^879.80,  leaving  a  balance  of  $3,431,012.99  unexpended 
on  the  30th  of  June,  1898,  which  was  covered  into  the  Treasury,  This 
unexpended  balance  would  have  been  reduced  in  the  sum  of  $760,- 
212,24,  representing  first  payments  on  5,581  cases,  which  were  adjudi- 
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cated  during  the  fiscal  year,  had  it  been  possible  to  get  them  into  the 
hands  of  the  pension  agents  in  time  to  make  payments  thereon  prior 
to  July  1,  1898. 

The  deficiency  estimate  (submitted  to  Congress  in  March,  1898)  of 
$8,070,872.46  was  based  upon  an  expenditure  for  Army  pensions  during 
the  first  six  months  of  the  fiscal  year  1898  of  $72,082,618.24,  and  upon 
the  probability  that  a  like  sum  would  be  expended  during  the  ensuing 
six  months,  together  with  an  additional  allowance  of  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide for  new  cases  added  to  the  rolls. 

The  actual  disbursements  for  pensions,  however,  during  the  second 
half  of  the  fiscal  year  1898,  was  but  $68,741,411.49,  making  the  expend- 
itures for  Army  pensions  for  that  time  $3,341,206.75  less  than  were 
expended  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  1898.  No  deficiency  existed 
in  the  amount  set  aside  for  the  payment  of  B"avy  pensions  during  the 
year. 

The  salaries  and  per  diem  expenses  of  the  Pension  Bureau  amounted 
to  $2,683,212,54;  the  cost  of  disbursements  and  fees  of  examining  sur- 
geons (including  $223,363,41  balance  due  on  account  of  medical  exami- 
ners for  last  quarter  of  1897)  was  $1,430,878.92,  making  the  gross 
expenditure  on  account  of  pensions,  disbursements,  office  expenses, 
clerk  hire,  etc.,  $148,765,971.26. 

There  are  about  635,000  claims  of  all  classes  pending,  of  which 
200,000  are  original  claims ;  the  Commissioner  states  that  the  latter 
include  many  claims  for  increase  or  for  additional  allowance  under 
another  law.  The  claims  remaining  unsettled  on  June  30, 1898,  exceed 
the  number  pending  on  June  30,  1897,  by  56,960.  During  the  year 
there  were  filed  in  the  Bureau  165,442  claims,  original  and  increase. 

The  "  annual  value  "  of  the  pension  roll,  that  is,  the  amount  of  money 
required  to  pay  one  year's  pension  to  the  persons  then  on  the  rolls,  at 
the  rate  or  rates  for  which  pensioned,  was  on  the  30th  of  June,  1898, 
$130,968,465,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  $1,173,037,  indicat- 
ing an  increase  in  the  value  of  the  roll  as  well  as  the  number  of  pen- 
sioners thereon. 

The  difference  between  the  "  annual  value"  of  the  pension  roll  at  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year  and  the  amount  actually  expended  for  pensions 
during  the  year  is  chiefly  accounted  for  by  first  payments. 

The  number  of  pensioners  living  in  foreign  countries  at  the  close  of 
the  year  was  4,371,  to  whom  was  paid  $669,862.56. 

There  were  389  names  added  to  the  rolls  during  the  year  by  special 
acts  passed  at  the  second  session  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  making  a  total 
of  6,486  special  acts  passed  by  Congress  since  1861. 

A  separate  division  has  been  organized  for  the  adjudication  of  claims 
growing  out  of  the  war  with  Spain.  These  soldiers  will  receive  their 
pensions  under  the  general  laws  for  disabilities  of  a  permanent  charac- 
ter contracted  while  in  the  service.  Less  than  100  claims  had  been 
filed  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  and  none  had  been  adjudicated. 
Ab.  98 92 
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The  pension  agencies  have  been  located  in  public  buildings  so  far  as 
practicable.  Reductions  have  been  secured  in  rents  for  such  agencies 
as  are  located  in  other  than  public  buildings  amounting  to  $9,750. 
The  work  of  the  agencies  is  in  the  hands  of  competent  officials,  is  well 
systematized,  and  j)ayments  are  made  very  promptly. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  the  proper  execution  of  the  quar- 
terly vouchers  upon  which'  payments  of  pension  are  made.  Inquiry 
disclosed  the  fact  that  many  persons  authorized  to  administer  oaths  in 
taking  acknowledgments  of  pensioners'  vouchers  failed  to  require  com- 
pliance with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  identification  of  pensioners  and 
the  presentation  of  pension  certificates  by  the  pensioner  at  the  time  of 
taking  such  acknowledgments.  Warning  has  been  given  such  persons 
by  calling  attention  to  the  specific  requirements  of  the  law,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  practices  complained  of  will  be  discontinued  without 
resorting  to  enforcement  of  the  penalties  as  provided  for  in  the  act  of 
July  7, 1898,  amending  section  4746,  Ee vised  Statutes  United  States. 

The  act  of  June  7,  1888,  provides  that  the  pensions  of  widows,  in 
consequence  of  death  occurring  from  a  cause  which  originated  in  the 
service  since  March  4, 1861,  shall  commence  from  the  date  of  the  death 
of  the  husband.  Up  to  the  passage  of  this  act  the  widow's  pension 
commenced  at  the  date  of  filing  her  application,  if  filed  after  June  30, 
1880;  hence,  if  a  widow  remarried  without  filing  a  claim,  she  had  no 
pensionable  status  after  her  remarriage.  Under  existing  laws  pensions 
to  soldiers  commence  at  date  of  filing  claim,  if  filed  subsequent  to 
June  30,1880.  A  case  is  cited  by  the  Commissioner  where  the  widow 
of  a  soldier  remarried  long  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  June  7, 1888, 
applied  for  a  pension  to  date  of  remarriage,  and  received  $4,000;  he 
also  states  that  recently  a  claim  was  allowed  dating  back  to  1857,  and 
another  was  filed  claiming  pension  from  1852. 

The  Commissioner  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  operation  of  this 
law  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  intent  of  a  just  and  generous  recogni- 
tion of  the  soldier's  service,  the  widow's  pension  being  intended  to 
aid,  assist,  and  comfort  the  soldier's  widow  during  her  widowhood. 

The  Commissioner  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  many  men 
(pensioners)  who  are  incapable  of  taking  care  of  the  generous  bounty 
provided  for  them  by  the  Government,  and  cites  a  case  in  which  the 
first  payment,  amounting  to  $4,500,  was  paid  a  pensioner  who  would 
have  been  better  off  with  a  smaller  than  a  large  pension,  the  latter  lead- 
ing to  its  dissipation  and  bringing  trouble  upon  himself  and  those 
dependent  upon  him.  He  commends  favorably  the  recommendation 
made  by  a  former  Commissioner  (Gen.  Jolni  0.  Black),  that  the  law  be 
so  altered  and  amended  as  to  authorize  the  payment  of  pension  to  the 
wife  of  a  pensioner,  or  to  a  suitable  person  in  behalf  of  his  children,  in 
cases  where  the  pensioner  by  reason  of  his  habits  is  unfit  to  receive  or 
disburse  such  pension. 
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The  Commissioner  reiterates  the  recommendation  contained  in  his 
last  annual  report,  that  legislation  be  enacted  so  as  to  prohibit  the 
granting  of  a  pension  to  a  widow  who  marries  a  soldier  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the  granting  of  pension.  He 
also  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  since  the  passage  of  the  general 
pension  law  of  July  14, 1862,  many  laws,  general  and  special,  and  many 
rulings  and  decisions  interpreting  the  laws,  have  been  rendered,  until 
the  system  is  a  complex  network  of  laws  and  legal  opinions,  and 
recommends  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  revise  the  pension 
laws  and  regulations  governing  the  granting  of  pensions,  in  order  to 
secure  reliable,  intelligent,  and  uniform  practice  in  the  future.  In  this 
recommendation  I  concur. 

The  Commissioner  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  first,  second, 
and  third  stories  of  the  pension  building  are  almost  wholly  used  by 
the  divisions  of  the  of&ce;  that  by  reason  of  the  overcrowding  and 
accumulation  of  papers  more  room  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  the 
removal  of  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  EaCroads  from  the  build- 
ing is  urged.  He  also  states  that  the  basement  of  the  building  can  not 
be  used  for  the  storage  of  papers  because  of  the  dampness,  and  recom- 
mends an  appropriation  of  $5,000  to  run  an  area  from  the  west  entrance 
of  the  building,  and  extending  along  the  south  side  thereof  to  the  east- 
ern entrance,  for  the  purpose  of  turning  the  surface  water  from  the 
building,  in  which  recommendation  I  concur. 
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PENSION  APPEALS. 

Appeals  in  pension  claims  lie  from  the  decisions  and  rulings  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

These  appeals  are  considered  by  the  Board  of  Pension  Appeals  under 
the  personal  supervision  of  the  Assistant  Secretary.  They  relate  to 
the  adverse  action  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  in  claims  for  pen- 
sion and  bounty  land,  to  questions  of  attorneyship  and  fees  in  pension 
cases,  and  to  the  rules  of  practice. 

Some  important  changes  have  been  made  in  the  rulings  and  practice 
governing  the  adjudication  of  pension  claims,  which  are  believed  to  be 
in  accord  with  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  pension  laws. 

There  were  pending  on  July  1, 1897, 1,812  appeals  and  74  motions 
for  reconsideration.  During  the  year  ended  June  30,  1898,  12,681 
appeals  and  626  motions  for  reconsideration  were  filed. 

There  was  disposed  of  4,860  appeals  and  546  motions  for  reconsidera- 
tion, leaving  pending  July  1, 1898,  9,631  appeals  and  154  motions  for 
reconsideration.  Some  of  these  appeals  and  motions  were  dismissed  for 
various  causes,  and  of  the  number  remaining  (4,441),  in  which  decisions 
were  rendered  during  that  period,  there  have  been  481  reversals,  or  10.83 
per  cent. 

Assistant  Secretary  Davis  invites  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  num- 
ber of  appeals  and  motions  for  reconsideration  filed  during  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1898,  is  unprecedented  in  any  one  year  in  the  history 
of  the  board  of  pension  appeals  since  its  organization,  fifteen  years  ago; 
and  that  an  examination  of  the  records  will  show  that  it  is  in  excess  of 
the  number  filed  in  any  two  years.  It  is  also  shown  that  the  propor- 
tionate increase  has  continued  since  July  1,  1898,  and  that  on  October 
1, 1898,  there  were  pending  11,820  appeals  and  motions  for  reconsidera- 
tion. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  I  concur  in  the  suggestion  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary,  that  Congress  be  earnestly  recommended  to  pro- 
vide for  three  additional  members  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Appeals  for 
the  balance  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  making  a  total  of  twelve  mem- 
bers, and  that  the  same  be  provided  for  in  the  annual  appropriation 
for  the  next  fiscal  year. 

I  also  concur  in  his  recommendations  for  additinal  legislation  amend- 
ing the  act  of  August  7, 1882,  relating  to  marriages ;  also  legislation 
regulating  the  payment  of  pensions  to  soldiers  who  deprive  their  fami- 
lies of  the  use  thereof  by  reason  of  immoral  habits  and  incompetency, 
which  renders  them  unfit  to  receive  or  disburse  their  pension;  also  an 
amendment  to  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  June  27, 1890,  on  behalf  of 
widows  whose  husbands  died  while  in  the  service,  death  not  being  the 
result  of  a  violation  of  any  law,  rule,  or  regulation  of  the  military  or 
naval  service;  in  other  words,  that  death  under  such  conditions  shall 
be  equivalent  to  an  honorable  discharge,  as  required  by  existing  law. 
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The  soldier's  death  while  in  the  service  is  not  always  a  basis  for  his 
widow's  pensionable  status  under  the  general  law. 

Under  a  proper  construction  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
June  27, 1890,  the  widow  and  minor  children  of  the  deceased  soldier 
are  barred  from  pension  under  said  act  for  the  reason  that  he  was  not 
honorably  discharged.  Adverse  action  in  such  cases  seems  imperative, 
by  reason  of  the  language  of  the  law,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  pro- 
posed amendment  will  authorize  a  just  and  equitable  adjudication  of 
such  claims. 

THE  PATENT  OFFICE. 

The  Patent  Office  was  created  July  4, 1836,  and  placed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  under  whom  it  remained  until  it 
was  transferred  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  by  the  act  of  March 
3,  1849. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  upon  the  business  of  the 
Patent  Office  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1898,  shows  that  there 
were  received  within  that  year  40,196  applications  for  patents,  1,831 
applications  for  designs,  93  applications  for  reissues,  1,928  caveats,  1,891 
applications  for  trade-marks,  205  applications  for  labels  and  prints. 
There  were  22,731  letters  patent  granted,  including  reissues  and 
designs,  1,455  trade-marks,  71  labels,  and  18  prints  registered.  The 
number  of  patents  which  expired  was  14,167.  Thenumber  of  allowed 
applications  which  were  by  operation  of  law  forfeited  for  nonpayment 
of  final  fees  was  4,754.  The  total  receipts  were  $1,253,948.44;  the 
expenditures  were  $1,081,633.79,  leaving  a  surplus  of  $172,314.65. 
The  moneys  covered  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  account 
of  receipts  from  fees,  etc.,  in  patent  cases  from  July  4, 1836,  up  to  and 
including  the  30th  day  of  June,  1898,  and  in  excess  of  the  cost  of  the 
management  of  the  Patent  Ofiflce,  amounted  to  $5,265,928.88. 

Comparative  statement. 


Fiscal  year  ended- 


Eeceipts. 


Expeiiditares. 


June  30, 1890. 
June  30, 1891., 
June  30, 1892.. 
June  30, 1893.. 
June  30, 1894.. 
June  30, 1895.. 
June  30, 1896. . 
June  30, 1897. 
June  30, 1898. 


$1, 347, 203. 21 
1, 302,  794.  59 
1, 268,  727. 35 
1,288,809.07 
1, 183,  523. 18 
1, 195,  557.  07 
1, 307, 090.  30 
1, 343,  779. 44 
1, 253, 948. 44 


$1,  081, 173. 56 
1, 146, 502. 90 
1, 114, 134. 23 
1,111,444.22 
1,  053,  962. 38 
1,  038, 166. 08 
1, 097, 368. 85 
1,  088, 473. 16 
1, 081, 633. 79 


Applications  for  patents,  including  reissues,  trade-marks,  laiels,  and  prints. 

Fiscal  year  ended  June  30 — 

1890 43,810 

1891 43,616 

,   1892 43,544 
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Fiscal  year  endod  June  30— Contiuued. 

1893 43,589 

1894 39,206 

1895 41,014 

1896.. 45,645 

1897 47,747 

1898 44,116 

Applications  awaiting  action  on  the  part  of  the  office. 
Fiscal  year  ended  June  30 — 

1890 6,585 

1891 8,911 

1892 9,447 

1893... 8,283 

1894 7,076 

1895 4,927 

1896 8,943 

1897 12,241 

1898 12,187 

The  increase  of  force  authorized  by  Congress  at  the  last  session  will 
enable  the  office,  the  Commissioner  says,  not  only  to  bring  up  the 
arrears  of  work,  but  also  to  keep  it  well  in  hand,  unless  there  is  a  heavy 
ncrease  in  the  number  of  appl  cations  received.  He  expects  to  be  able 
at  the  end  of  the  present  calendar  year  to  i  eport  every  new  case  receiv- 
ing examination  within  six  weeks  after  its  receipt,  and  every  amended 
case  within  ten  days  after  its  receipt.  A  practical  advance  will  also  be 
made  in  the  classification  of  all  letters  patent  and  printed  publications 
by  the  establishment  of  a  classification  division,  which,  in  connection 
with  an  amplification  of  the  present  system  of  classification,  will  greatly 
improve  the  methods  now  employed  in  the  examination  of  applications 
as  to  the  novelty  of  invention.  This  will  be  extremely  beneficial  to 
inventors  and  those  directly  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  patented 
inventions,  as  well  as  to  the  general  public,  interested  as  it  is  in  the 
early  issue  of  valid  patents. 

The  Commissioner  again  directs  attention  to  the  fact  that  76  copyists' 
employed  in  his  ofiSce  are  receiving  $  720  per  annum,  while  those  employed 
in  other  branches  of  this  Department  are  paid  $900,  and  he  renews  his 
recommendation  of  last  year  that  the  salaries  of  the  former  be  increased 
to  the  latter  amount.  He  states  that  this  is  necessary  if  the  office  is  to 
retain  a  permanent  force  of  skilled  stenographers  and  typewriters  essen- 
tial to  its  needs.  The  practical  effect  of  the  present  discrimination  is 
that  the  best  assistants  in  this  line  are  transferred  to  other  offices,  where 
they  get  higher  salary  for  the  same  class  of  work. 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  frequent  resignations  of  members  of  the 
examining  corps,  which  cripples  the  force  and  is  an  evil  of  no  small 
magnitude,  as  it  is  a  long  time  before  new  and  inexperienced  men  can 
render  equally  efficient  service.  Some  who  resigned  during  the  present 
year  were  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  patriotism  and  entered  the  Army, 
rendering  efficient  aid  during  the  Spanish  war.  These  men  will  be 
welcomed  back  to  their  former  places  upon  returning  to  civil  life. 
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THE  ELEVENTH  AND  PREVIOUS  CENSUSES. 

The  records  of  the  several  censuses  from  the  First  to  the  Tenth, 
inclusive,  are  stored  in  the  Patent  Office  Building;  those  of  the 
Eleventh  Census  are  in  the  building  known  as  Marini's  Hall,  in  this 
city,  leased  for  that  purpose. 

Such  care  and  attention  as  has  been  necessary  to  the  preservation  of 
these  records  has  been  given  during  the  year,  aud  much  information 
has  been  compiled  therefrom  and  furnished  to  applicants  throughout 
the  country. 

The  records  of  the  Eleventh  Census  are  very  voluminous,  and  in  such 
a  condition  that  they  can  only  be  handled  with  the  greatest  difficulty. 
Provision  should  be  made  by  Congress  at  an  early  day  for  binding  the 
volumes  of  these  returns  of  the  Eleventh  Census. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  called  attention  to  the  necessity  for  early 
legislation  providing  for  the  taking  of  the  Twelfth  Census.  Since  that 
time  a  bill  has  passed  the  Senate  providing  for  the  Twelfth  Census, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  director,  and  is  now  pending  in  the  House. 
The  early  enactment  of  a  law  for  the  taking  of  this  census  is  highly 
desirable,  in  view  of  the  large  amount  of  work  which  must  be  dispatched 
in  the  preparation  of  the  schedules,  etc.,  preparatory  to  the  enumeration 
of  the  population. 

GEOLOGICAL   SURVEY. 

The  office  of  the  Geological  Survey  was  first  established  March  3, 
1879,  and  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  survey  is  organized  in  four  branches  and  fourteen  divisions,  as  fol- 
lows :  Geologic  branch,  embracing  the  divisions  of  geology,  paleontology, 
chemistry,  hydrography,  and  mineral  resources ;  Topographic  branch, 
embracing  the  divisions  of  tri angulation,  topography,  and  geography, 
and  forestry  survey;  Publication  branch,  embracing  the  divisions  of 
illustrations,  editing,  and  engraving  and  printing;  Administrative 
branch,  embracing  the  divisions  of  documents,  correspondence,  and 
records,  the  library,  and  disbursements  and  accounts. 

The  work  performed  during  the  year  iu  these  branches  and  divisions 
consisted  largely  of  a  continuation  of  that  outlined  in  the  last  annual 
report,  and  was  actively  prosecuted  under  the  general  plan  of  opera- 
tions approved  June  15, 1897. 

In  the  Geologic  branch  32  parties  carried  forward  the  work,  operating 
in  about  three-fourths  of  the  States  and  Territories,  including  Alaska, 
Besides  the  general  work  in  areal  or  surflcial  geology,  special  studies 
were  made  of  the  slate  belt  of  western  Vermont  and  eastern  'Eew  York, 
the  titaniferous  iron  ores  of  the  Adirondacks,  the  zinc  district  of 
northern  N'ew  Jersey,  the  Virginia  coal  basin  in  the  vicinity  of  Eich- 
mond,  the  iron-bearing  districts  of  Lake  Superior,  the  underground 
waters  of  Texas,  the  McAlester  coal  field  in  Indian  Territory,  the 
Tintic  mining  district  of  Utah,  the  asphaltic  minerals  in  the  Uintah  and 
Uncompahgre  Indian  reservations  in  Utah,  the  Coos  Bay  coal  field  of 
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Oregon,  and  the  almost  unknown  region  in  Alaska  between  the  coast 
line  on  the  south  and  the  Yukon  Eiver  on  the  north.  A  combined 
expedition  of  geologists  and  topographers  sailed  for  Alaska  in  April, 
with  instructions  to  devote  the  summer  season  to  surveys  and  recon- 
noissauces  in  various  portions  of  the  region  mentioned. 

The  paleontologists,  in  addition  to  the  general  work  of  securing 
paleontologic  evidence  to  assist  the  geologists  in  the  determination 
and  correlation  of  geologic  formations,  gave  attention  during  the  year 
to  a  number  of  special  subjects.  As  in  previous  years,  most  of  the 
chemists'  energies  were  necessarily  devoted  to  analyses  of  rocks  and 
ores  for  the  information  of  the  geologists;  time,  however,  was  found 
for  original  research  in  two  or  three  lines  of  investigation. 

In  hydrography  the  measurement  of  streams  continued  to  receive  a 
large  share  of  the  attention  of  the  division,  but  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  appropriation  was  devoted  to  the  investigation  of  underground 
currents  and  artesian  waters,  and  to  the  preparation  of  reports.  The 
report  on  the  mineral  resources  was  prepared  and  published  in  the 
usual  form — in  separate  brochures  by  minerals  treated — and  the  whole 
unified  as  one  of  the  parts  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Survey,  and 
appeared  with  commendable  promptness. 

The  duties  of  the  Topographic  branch,  already  much  enlarged  by  the 
Indian  Territory  surveys,  were  this  year  greatly  increased  by  legisla- 
tion placing  the  survey  of  the  forest  reserves  and  of  the  boundary  line 
between  Idaho  and  Montana  under  the  supervision  of  the  Director  of 
the  Geological  Survey,  and  by  increased  appropriations  for  investiga- 
tions in  Alaska.  During  the  year  30,057  square  miles  were  topograph- 
ically surveyed,  making  a  total  now  completed  of  784,699  square  miles, 
or  approximately  one-fourth  of  the  area  of  the  entire  country,  exclusive 
of  Alaska.  In  the  office  the  drawings  of  64  sheets  were  finished,  ready 
for  engraving. 

The  field  surveys  of  the  Indian  Territory  were  completed  the  latter 
part  of  June.  These  included  the  resurvey  of  the  lands  of  the  Chick- 
asaw Kation.  During  the  progress  of  the  work  63,881  miles  of  lines 
and  9,303  miles  of  spirit  levels  were  run,  138  triangulation  stations 
were  located,  and  topographic  maps  covering  30,885  square  miles  were 
made  in  addition  to  the  subdivisional  land  maps.  The  office  work  is 
now  going  forward  rapidly  in  the  branch  office  at  Denison,  Tex.,  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  before  the  close  of  the  calendar  year  all  of  that 
work  will  have  been  completed. 

This  work  has  demonstrated  that  it  is  more  economical  to  survey 
large  areas  In  this  manner  than  under  the  contract  system  heretofore 
employed  by  the  Government  in  its  land-subdivision  surveys.  This 
statement  applies  to  large  areas  of  1,000  square  miles  or  more.  Small 
areas  can  be  surveyed  under  the  contract  system,  through  the  General 
Land  Office  or  surveyors-general,  at  less  cost  than  by  the  Geological 
Survey,  as  the  contracts  are  let  to  local  surveyors  who  do  not  need  to 
incur  traveling  expenses. 
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In  the  sundry  civil  act  approved  June  4, 1897,  provision  was  made 
for  the  survey  of  the  forest  reserves. 

Under  the  act  of  March  3_  1891, 17  forest  reservations  were  estab- 
lished by  Executive  order  prior  to  September  28, 1893,  aggregating  in 
area  17,564,800  acres,  and  on  February  22, 1897, 13  additional  reserves 
were  established,  containing  an  aggregate  area  of  21,379,840  acres.  Ou 
the  enactment  of  the  legislation  of  June  4,  1897,  arrangements  were  at 
once  made  for  topographic  and  subdivisional  surveys  of  those  portions 
of  the  suspended  reserves  in  which  there  are  large  interests  that  may 
be  injuriously  affected  if  the  areas  are  included  within  the  reserves. 
For  instance,  the  agricultural  and  mining  interests  of  portions  of  the 
Black  Hills  Eeserve  of  South  Dakota,  the  mining  interests  of  the  south- 
western portion  oi  the  Washington  Eeserve  of  Washington,  and  the 
timber  interests  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Bitter  Root  Eeserve  in 
Montana.    The  forestry  survey,  likewise,  was  immediately  organized. 

The  purposes  of  the  topographic  surveys  are  (a)  the  preparation  of 
topographic  maps  on  a  scale  of  2  miles  to  the  inch,  with  contour  inter- 
vals of  100  feet,  as  base  maps  for  the  representation  of  forestry  details, 
agricultural  and  mineral  lands,  and  future  geologic  surveys;  (b)  the 
establishment  of  bench  marks  indicating  elevation  above  sea  level,  for 
vertical  control  in  topographic  mapping,  aud  for  all  mining,  engineer- 
ing, and  geologic  work;  (c)  the  subdivision  of  reserves,  where  neces- 
sary, by  running  township  lines  for  the  purpose  of  designating  tracts 
of  land;  {d)  the  demarcation,  by  means  of  section  lines,  of  tracts  which 
are  more  valuable  as  agricultural  and  mineral  lands  than  for  timber, 
and  (e)  the  mapping  by  the  topographer  in  charge  of  each  party  of  the 
outlines  of  all  wooded  and  forest  areas. 

Early  in  July  the  special  forest  experts  began  the  study  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  forests  and  woodlands,  the  size  and  density  of  the 
timber,  the  distribution  of  the  leading  economic  species,  the  effect  of 
the  ravages  of  forest  fires  and  the  amount  of  damage  inflicted  by  them, 
the  amount  of  dead  timber,  the  extent  to  which  the  forests  are  pas- 
tured, and  the  extent  of  the  timber  already  cut  and  the  effects  of  the 
deforesting;  also  the  relation  of  the  timber  supply  to  transportation, 
local  demands  of  miners  and  settlers,  and  the  supply  needed  for  more 
distant  markets. 

The  examinations  of  the  surveyors  and  forestry  experts  are  notlimited 
to  the  present  lines  of  the  forest  reserves,  but,  as  provided  for  m  the 
statute  authorizing  he  survey,  they  include  public  lands  adjacent  to 
the  reserves. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  60,000  square  miles  of  forests  now  included 
within  the  reserves  can  be  thoroughly  and  economically  surveyed 
within  five  years,  provided  adequate  appropriations  are  made  for  the 
purpose.  During  the  past  field  season  there  have  been  secured  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  enough  topographic  and  forestry  data  for  an  intelligent 
rectification  of  the  boundaries  of  most  of  the  reserves  containing  areas 
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where  apparent  injury  or  injastice  is  being  inflicted  by  the  establish- 
ment of  the  reserves. 

The  forest  policy  inaugurated  by  the  Department  and  the  operation 
thereof  (luring  the  year  is  more  fully  discussed  under  the  head  of  "For- 
estry" in  that  portion  of  this  report  relating  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

A  large  number  of  publications  were  issued  during  the  year,  com- 
prised in  six  series — annual  reports,  monographs,  bulletins,  water- 
supply  papers,  geologic  folios,  and  topographic  folios  and  atlas  sheets. 
In  addition  to  these,  the  Survey  published  in  the  spring  of  1897,  in 
compliance  with  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  an  edition  of  40,000 
copies  of  a  map  of  Alaska,  with  accompanying  text  descriptive  of  routes, 
geologic  formations,  and  gold  deposits. 

In  August  and  September  the  Director  of  the  Survey  visited  some 
of  the  forest  reserves  in  the  Northwest,  and,  under  my  instructions, 
made  an  examination  of  the  Yellowstone  and  Yosemite  Ifational  parks, 
with  a  view  of  submitting  recommendations  concerning  roads,  surveys, 
protection,  administration. 

OFFICE  OF  EDUCATION. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  March  2,  1867  (14  Stat.  L.,  434),  estab- 
lished a  Department  of  Education — 

For  the  purpose  of  collecting  such  statistics  and  facts  as  shall  show  the  condition 
and  progress  of  education  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  and  of  diffusing  such 
information  respecting  the  organization  and  management  of  school  systems  and 
methods  of  teaching  as  shall  aid  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  efficient  school  systems  and  otherwise  promote  the  cause 
of  education. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  20, 1868  (15  Stat.  L.,  106),  the 
Department  of  Education  was  abolished,  and  instead  there  was  "estab- 
lished aqd  attached  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  an  office  to  be 
denominated  the  Office  of  Education,  the  chief  officer  of  which  shall 
be  the  Commissioner  of  Education,  *  *  *  ^ho  shall,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  discharge  all  such  duties 
and  superintend,  execute,  and  perform  all  such  acts  and  things  touch- 
ing and  respecting  the  said  Office  of  Education  as  are  devolved  by 
law  upon  said  Commissioner  of  Education."  By  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  May  17, 1884  (23  Stats.,  27),  "to  provide  a  civil  government 
for  Alaska,"  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was  required  to  make  need- 
ful and  proper  provision  for  the  education  of  children  of  school  age  in 
the  Territory  of  Alaska,  without  reference  to  race,  until  such  time  as 
a  permanent  provision  shall  be  made  for  them. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1885,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  decided 
that  "the  nature  of  the  duties  assigned  by  section  516  of  the  Eevised 
Statutes  of  the  United  States  to  the  Commissioner  of  Education  would 
seem  to  point  him  out  as  the  proper  officer  through  whom  the  purpose 
of  Congress  should  be  carried  into  execution,"  and  placed  the  manage- 
ment of  the  schools  in  Alaska  under  that  officer. 
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The  Commissioner  of  Education  reports  that  during  the  past  yeai 
the  office  has  continued  the  collection  of  statistics  showing  the  prog- 
ress of  education  in  the  several  States  and  Territories,  besides  collat- 
ing the  information  obtained  by  special  inquiries  from  some  8,000 
institutions  of  higher  and  secondary  education,  as  well  as  from  nearly 
a  thousand  school  superintendents  having  in  their  charge  city  school 
systems  or  State  school  systems.  He  reports  the  increase  of  pupils 
for  1896-97  over  the  previous  year  to  be  something  over  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  pupils,  and  that  the  total  number  in  the  elementary  schools, 
public  and  private,  amounted  to  15,452,426;  adding  to  these  the  num- 
ber in  colleges,  universities,  high  schools,  and  academies,  the  total 
number  reached  16,255,093.  Although  a  little  more  than  one-fifth  of 
the  entire  populntion  attends  school  for  some  time  during  the  year, 
the  total  average  amount  of  schooling  per  individual  for  the  whole 
United  States,  measured  by  the  present  standard,  does  not  quite  equal 
five  years  of  200  days  each  for  each  inhabitant. 

He  further  reports  as  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  there  has 
been  an  increase  for  twenty-five  years  of  the  students  in  colleges  and 
universities ;  that  in  1872  only  590  persons  in  the  million  were  enrolled 
in  those  institutions,  while  in  1897  the  number  had  risen  to  1,216  in 
the  million,  being  more  than  doubled.  Considering  that  the  standard 
of  admission  to  college  had  been  raised  during  this  period,  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  the  number  obtaining  higher  education  was  three  times  as 
large  in  1897  as  in  1872.  The  number  of  students  pursuing  post-gradu- 
ate studies  and  making  original  investigation^  in  the  laboratory  or  the 
seminary  is  twenty-five  times  as  large  as  it  was  in  1872. 

The  following  table  giving  the  comparative  statistics  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  United  States  shows  the  pupils  enrolled,  teachers,  total 
expenditure,  and  the  per  capita^  for  the  past  twenty-six  years  in  the 
elementary  schools. 

Growth,  of  the  common  schools. 


Year. 


Pupils 
enrolled. 


Teachers. 


Male.      Female. 


Total 
ixpenditure. 


Expend- 
ed per 
capita  of 
popula- 
tion. 


Expend- 
ed per 
pupil. 


1870-71... 
1874-75. -- 
1879-80... 
1884-85... 
1889-90... 
1890-91... 
1891-92... 
1892-93... 
1893-94... 
1894-95... 
1896-96  a 
1896-97  a 


7,  561, 582 

8,  785,  678 

9,  867,  505 
11,  398,  024 
12, 722,  581 
13,  050, 132 

13,  255,  921 
13, 483,  340 
13, 996,  357 
14, 243, 766 

14,  379,  078 
14,  652, 492 


90,  293 
108,  791 
122, 795 
121, 762 
125, 525 
123,  860 
121, 573 
122, 472 
125, 402 
129, 706 

130,  366 

131,  386 


129, 932 
149, 074 
163, 798 
204, 154 
238,  397 
245, 028 

262,  653 
260,  278 

263,  547 

268,  336 

269,  969 
271,  947 


$69, 107,  612 
83,  504, 007 
78,  094,  687 
110,  328,  375 
140,  506, 715 
147,  494,  809 
155,  817,  012 
164, 171,  057 
172,  602,  843 
175,  809, 279 
181,  394, 428 
187, 320,  602 


$1.76 
1.91 
1.56 
1.96 
2.24 
2.31 
2.40 
2.48 
2.53 
2.54 
2.61 
2.62 


$15. 20 
15.91 
12.71 
15.12 
17.23 
17.54 
18.20 
18.63 
18.62 
18.41 
18.92 
18.57 


a  Subject  to  correctiou. 
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The  following  table,  giving  the  comparative  statistics  of  education 
in  the  United  States  for  the  past  twenty-six  years,  shows  the  total 
enrollment  for  the  years  indicated.  The  enrollment  in  public  and  pri- 
vate institutions  is  given  separately  under  the  heads  of  elementary, 
secondary,  and  higher.  The  public  elementary  and  the  public  second- 
ary or  high  schools  together  constitute  the  public  common  schools  of 
the  country.  Institutions  of  higher  education  include  universities  and 
colleges,  professional  schools,  and  normal  schools. 

StatisHcs  of  enrollment  in  all  sohools  of  the  United  States. 


Tears. 


■  Elementary 

lotal         (school  years  1,2, 3, 4, 
number  5,0,7,  and  8). 

receiving  1^ 

instrnction.      p^j,^^^        Tiiv^U,. 


1870-71. 
1874-75. 
1879-80. 
1884-85 
1888-89 
1889-90 
1890-91. 
1891-92. 
1892-93 
1893-94 
1894-95 
1895-96 
1896-97 


8,  633, 924 

9,  799,  373 
11, 002,  808 
12, 951, 748 
13, 726,  574 
14,  212, 778 
14,  669,  069 

14,  714,  933 

15,  087,  230 
15,  530,  268 
15,  688,  622 

15,  997, 197 

16,  255,  093 


7, 504, 321 
8,  683,  333 
9, 754,  951 

11,  253, 441 

12,  071,  618 
12,494,233 
12,  754, 463 

12,  966,  321 

13,  277, 768 
13,  646,  703 
13, 851,  653 

13,  998,  585 

14,  243, 059 


945, 198 
808, 282 
897,  046 
1,266,447 
1, 122,  000 
1,  216,  300 
1,  392,  200 
1, 198,  861 
1, 240, 453 
1,  200, 155 
1, 092,  873 
1,  228, 146 
1,  209,  367 


Secondary 

(school  years  9, 10, 

11,  and  12). 


Public.      Private. 


67,  261 
102, 345 
112,  554 
145,  583 
219,  641 

221,  622 

222,  868 
247,  660 
256,  628 
302,  006 
361, 370 
392, 729 
420, 459 


38, 280 
68,  580 
76, 840 
97, 020 
186, 461 
146, 481 
147,  567 
154, 429 
163, 792 
178, 362 
178,  342 
166,  274 
164,  445 


Higher 

(school  years  13, 14, 

16, 16,  and  over). 


Public.      Private. 


11,  722 
26,  934 
37,  3C7 
49, 216 
34, 162 
40, 195 
46,  075 
52,  265 
61,  359 
63,  789 
67, 047 
74,  057 
78,  559 


77, 142 
109, 899 
125, 110 
140,  041 

92,  702 

95, 047 
105,  896 

95,  397 
107,  230 
139,263 
137,  337 
137,  406 
139, 204 


By  an  act  of  Congress  approved  August  30, 1890  (26  Stats.,  417),  an 
annual  appropriation  of  $15,000  for  the  year  ending  June  30^1890,  and 
of  $1,000  additional  for  each  subsequent  year  until  said  annual  appro- 
priation amounts  to  $25,000,  was  made  out  of  money  arising  from  the 
sales  of  public  lands,  "  for  the  more  complete  endowment  and  main- 
tenance of  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  the  mechanic 
arts"  in  each  State  and  Territory. 

During  the  year  the  returns  from  the  colleges  giving  instruction  in 
agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts  were  carefally  examined,  and  on 
the  results  of  such  examination  the  Secretary  of  the  Intofior  certified  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
section  4  of  said  act,  the  several  States  and  Territories  (forty-eight  in 
number),  as  entitled  to  the  sum  of  $24,000  each,  the  same  being  the 
installment  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1899. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  maintained  in  Alaska  18  day  schools, 
with  20  teachers  and  an  enrollment  of  1,216  pupils.  According  to  the 
census  of  1890  the  population  of  Alaska  was  32,052  in  the  aggregate, 
but  of  these  only  4,298  were  white  persons.  Since  that  census  was 
taken  extensive  gold  discoveries  have  been  made,  and  the  consequence 
has  been  a  large  influx  of  immigrants  from  the  States  and  Territories. 
The  number  of  white  persons  has,  according  to  all  accounts,  tripled  or 
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even  quadrupled  in  the  Territory,  and  there  are  reported  to  be  more  of 
them  now  on  the  middle  Yukon  than  in  the  whole  Territory  in  1890. 
Under  these  changed  conditions  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
number  of  schools  as  soon  as  the  centers  of  population  have  become 
fixed.  Hitherto  the  mining  population  has  been  of  such  a  fluctuating 
character  that  it  has  not  seemed  advisable  to  make  permanent  invest- 
ments in  school  buildings  at  any  of  these  centers. 

For  the  past  seven  years  efforts  have  been  made  to  introduce  rein- 
deer from  Siberia  into  Alaska,  with  a  view  to  train  the  natives  as  herds- 
men and  teamsters.  During  the  four  years,  1892  to  1895,  inclusive,  538 
reindeer  purchased  in  Siberia  and  safely  landed  in  Alaska  had  increased 
by  June  of  1897,  to  the  number  of  1,466 ;  of  these  469  were  in  the  Govern- 
ment herd  at  Teller  Station,  Port  Clarence,  near  Bering  Strait.  They 
were  removed  during  the  summer  to  the  new  station  at  Unalaklik, 
selected  on  account  of  its  more  healthful  situation  and  for  its  nearness 
to  St.  Michael  and  the  settlements  on  the  Yukon  River.  This  herd  is 
reported  to  have  increased  by  the  birth  of  fawns  to  something  over  700 
deer  all  told.  In  August,  1894,  a  herd  of  118  deer  was  loaned  to  the 
Congregational  Mission,  at  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  on  agreement  that 
a  number  of  deer  equivalent  to  the  original  number  furnished  should 
be  returned  to  the  Government  after  three  years,  and  on  condition  that 
the  stock  of  deer  be  used  for  the  instruction  of  jaatives  in  the  art  of 
herding  the  reindeer  and  training  them  to  harness.  Of  the  young  men 
trained  as  apprentices  in  the  management  of  the  deer,  nine  have  proved 
industrious  and  skillful,  and  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  have 
been  allowed  2  deer  for  the  first  year  and  5  more  at  the  end  of  the 
second  year.  These  nine  apprentices  have  received  from  2  to  7  apiece, 
the  original  assignment  being  52,  which  has  increased  by  the  birth  of 
fawns  to  133  in  1897.  In  1895, 112  deer  were  loaned  to  the  most  prom- 
ising apprentice,  Anti-Sarlook,  and  stationed  at  Cape  Nome  as  a  sepa- 
rate herd.  In  1896  two  other  herds  of  50  each  were  loaned  respectively 
to  the  Swedish  Evangelical  Mission,  on  Golovin  Bay,  and  the  Episcopal 
Mission  at  Fort  Adams,  on  the  Middle  Yukon, 

Out  of  the  1,466  deer  reported  as  the  total  of  all  the  herds  in  June, 
1897,  799  were  the  property  of  the  Government  and  667  belonged  to  the 
three  missionary  stations  mentioned  and  to  the  native  apprentices. 
The  object  aimed  at  has  been  to  get  the  reindeer  as  fast  as  possible 
into  the  hands  of  thrifty  natives  well  trained  in  the  art  of  herding  and 
using  the  deer  in  harness. 

In  November,  1897,  information  was  received  that  eight  whaling 
vessels,  with  crews  aggregating  about  400,  had  been  caught  in  the  ice 
in  the  vicinity  of  Point  Barrow,  and  that  the  men  were  in  danger  of 
starvation.  A  relief  expedition  was  dispatched  by  the  United  States 
Eevenue-Cutter  Service.  Instructions  were  issued  to  the  relief  party  to 
effect  a  landing  and  to  proceed  to  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  secure  the 
services  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Lopp,  a  Congregational  missionary,  borrow  the 
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herd  at  that  station,  also  the  herd  in  charge  of  the  Eskimo,  Anto-Sar- 
look,  at  Gape  Nome,  and  with  these  proceed  to  Point  Barrow  to  the 
relief  of  the  imprisoned  whalers. 

The  expedition  under  Lieutenant  Jarvis,  Lieutenant  Bertholf,  and 
Surgeon  Call  made  a  safe  landing  near  Vancouver  December  17,  and, 
gathering  the  herds  at  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  and  Cape  Nome,  reached 
Point  Hope  on  March  5  and  Point  Barrow  on  March  29,  completing  an 
arduous  overland  journey  of  about  1,600  miles.  Information  from  Point 
Barrow  shows  that  an  unusual  number  of  wild  reindeer  (caribou)  moved 
to  the  north  during  the  past  winter,  and  that  hunting  parties  from  that 
station  succeeded  in  largely  increasing  the  supply  of  food  from  this 
source.  There  remained  in  August  of  the  herd  driven  north  391,  which 
were  left  in  charge  of  competent  apprentices  at  the  Presbyterian  mis- 
sion at  Point  Barrow,  thus  forming  the  nucleus  of  a  herd  at  a  very 
important  center. 

For  the  past  two  years,  on  account  of  ice  in  the  bays  in  Siberia,  it 
has  been  impossible  to  purchase  any  new  herds  of  deer.  The  average 
annual  number  for  the  four  years  preceding  had  been  134.  The  present 
summer  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  herd  of  161, 
which  have  been  left  at  Gape  Prince  of  Wales,  partly  replacing  the 
herd  removed  for  the  relief  of  the  whalers. 

Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson  was,  in  December  of  1897,  directed  to  report  to 
the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to 
Lapland  and  procuring  a  herd  of  reindeer  to  be  used  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  supplies  for  the  relief  of  the  miners  in  the  Yukon  Valley. 

Pursuant  to  such  instruction,  he,  in  connection  with  Lieut.  D.  B. 
Devore,  proceeded  to  Lapland  and  purchased  539  trained  reindeer,  with 
necessary  sleds  and  harness,  and  shipped  the  same,  together  with  68 
trained  Lap  reindeer  drivers  and  their  families,  to  New  York.  Prom 
that  point  they  were  transshipped  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  thence  to 
Haines  Mission,  Alaska,  arriving  there  with  526  deer. 

While  at  Haines,  circumstances  prevented  the  driving  of  the  deer  to 
the  moss  pasture,  50  miles  inland.  As  a  consequence,  the  animals 
were  detained  on  the  beach  for  three  weeks,  and  300  deer  died  from 
lack  of  proper  food.  The  remainder  of  the  herd,  226  in  number,  were 
finally  driven  to  the  moss  pasture,  and  thereafter  by  slow  stages 
started  across  the  country  to  Circle  City,  Alaska,  and  were  turned  over 
by  the  War  Department  to  the  Interior  Department,  this  latter  action 
having  been  taken  for  the  reason  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  expedi- 
tion in  Alaska  it  was  found  that  they  would  not  be  needed  for  the 
relief  of  the  miners  in  the  Yukon  Valley. 

The  reindeer  and  their  Lap  drivers  have  largely  passed  into  the  serv- 
ice of  the  Post-OfiSce  Department,  and  are  now  being  distributed  for 
the  carrying  of  the  Yukon  mail  up  and  down  the  valley  of  the  Yukon 
through  a  thousand  miles  of  scattered  mining  settlements  in  the 
wilderness. 
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PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

Section  92  of  the  act  of  January  12, 1895,  regulating  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  public  documents,  provides  that  "public  documents 
received  by  the  several  Executive  Departments  shall  be  distributed  by 
a  competent  person,"  who  "  shall  keep  an  account  in  detail  of  all  pub- 
lications received  and  distributed  by  him.  He  shall  prevent  duplicar 
tion,  and  make  detailed  report  to  the  head  of  the  Department,  who 
shall  transmit  the  same  annually  to  Congress." 

The  report  of  the  chief  of  the  document  division  shows  that  publica- 
tions of  the  Government  were  received  during  the  year  by  the  several 
offices  and  bureaus  of  the  Department  as  follows: 

Office  of  the  Secretary 180,306 

Patent  Office 435,520 

General  Land  Office 93,000 

Pension  Office 22,218 

Officeof  Indian  Affairs 3,250 

Office  of  Commissioner  of  Railroads 2, 000 

Office  of  Education 145,670 

Geological  Survey 538,095 

Total .' 1,420,059 

Of  those  received  by  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  89,558  were  reports 
of  the  Eleventh  Census,  comprising  Pinal  Eeports  on  Vital  Statistics, 
part  1,  and  Population,  part  2,  and  the  Compendium,  part  3. 

The  whole  number  of  reports  of  the  census  received  to  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year  is  644,254.  Since  that  date  a  portion  of  the  edition  of 
the  Statistical  Atlas  of  the  United  States,  ordered  by  Congress,  has 
been  delivered  by  the  Government  Printing  Office.  This  is  the  last  of 
the  publications  of  the  Eleventh  Census,  the  entire  edition  of  which  it 
is  hoped  will  be  received  by  the  close  of  the  present  calendar  year.  It 
therefore  appears  that  the  complete  statistics  of  the  census  of  1890 
were  not  published  until  nearly  eight  years  subsequent  to  the  census 
year.  The  first  volume  published,  viz,  the  Report  on  Mineral  Indus- 
tries, was  received  from  the  Printing  Office  October,  1892.  It  is  hoped 
that  some  means  may  be  devised  by  which  the  full  results  of  the  cen- 
sus of  1900  can  be  placed  before  the  public  not  later  than  five  years 
after  the  taking  of  said  census. 

Included  among  the  documents  received  by  the  Secretary's  office  were 
also  36,452  of  the  publications  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey, 
which  were  in  the  main  distributed  to  libraries  designated  by  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  receive  them. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-six  copies  each  of  volumes  167  to  169  of 
United  States  Reports  were  delivered  to  the  Department  by  the  reporter 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  section  681 
of  the  Revised  Statutes  and  of  act  of  February  12, 1897,  which  have 
been  distributed  to  judicial  and  other  officers  of  the  Government  entitled 
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to  receive  them.  Attention  is  once  more  called  to  the  importance  of 
additional  provision  for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  these  volumes. 
Since  the  passage  of  the  act  above  referred  to,  which  is  supposed  to 
embody  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  this  matter,  the  num- 
ber of  United  States  judges  has  been  increased,  as  has  been  also  the 
number  of  places  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  at  which  United 
States  courts  are  holden,  so  that  the  number  of  copies  of  reports  now 
provided  is  not  adequate  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  executive 
and  judicial  officers  of  the  Government  to  whom  these  volumes  are 
necessary  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  bill  satisfactorily  covering  this 
matter  was  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in  the  Senate 
and  now  awaits  final  action  by  that  body.  It  is  understood  also  that 
a  similar  bill  was  reported  by  a  subcommittee  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  in  the  House,  but  at  too  late  a  date  to  receive  consideration 
by  the  whole  committee.  This  bill  should,  in  my  judgment,  receive 
favorable  action  on  the  part  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment  after  its  convening  in  December. 

The  sum  of  $2,595.19  was  received  from  the  sale  of  documents  dur- 
ing the  year  by  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  and  $4,196.84  by  the  Geo- 
logical Survey.  A  large  sum  was  also  received  by  the  Patent  Office 
from  the  sale  of  its  own  publications,  but  this  is  not  separately  shown 
in  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  giving  the  receipts  of 
that  office. 

OFFICE  OF  RAILROAD  AFFAIRS. 

The  office  of  Auditor  of  Eailroad  Accounts,  established  by  the  act  of 
June  19, 1878,  as  a  bureau  of  the  Interior  Department,  and  the  duties 
of  the  Auditor,  under  and  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  are  defined  to  be  "  to  prescribe  a  system  of  reports  to  be 
rendered  to  him  by  the  railroad  companies  whose  roads  are  in  whole  or 
in  part  west,  north,  or  south  of  the  Missouri  River  and  to  which  the 
United  States  have  granted  any  loan  of  credit  or  subsidy  in  bonds  or 
lands;  to  examine  the  books  and  accounts  of  each  of  said  railroad 
companies  once  in  each  fiscal  year  and  at  such  other  times  as  may  be 
deemed  by  him  necessary  to  determine  the  correctness  of  any  report 
received  from  them;  to  assist  the  Government  directors  of  any  of  said 
railroad  companies  in  all  matters  which  come  under  their  cognizance 
whenever  they  may  officially  request  such  assistance;  to  see  that  the 
laws  relating  to  said  companies  are  enforced;  to  furnish  such  informa- 
tion to  the  several  Departments  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  tariffs 
for  freight  and  passengers  and  in  regard  to  the  accounts  of  said  rail- 
road companies  as  may  be  by  them  required,  or,  in  the  absence  of  any 
request  therefor,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  interest  of  the 
Government;  and  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  on  the  1st  day  of  November,  on  the  condition  of  each  of  said 
Ab.  98 93 
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railroad  companies,  their  roads,  accounts,  and  affairs,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  immediately  preceding."  The  title  of  Auditor  of 
Railroad  Accounts  was  changed  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1881,  to  that 
of  Commissioner  of  Eailroads. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  shows  the  operations  of  the  last  fiscal 
year,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  several  railroads  which  have 
received  subsidies  in  bonds  and  in  grants  of  land  from  the  United 
States. 

The  Commissioner  remarks  that  the  long  period  of  financial  depres- 
sion which  commenced  in  1893  and  culminated  in  1896  has  come  to  an 
end.  The  business  of  the  country  has  been  steadily  expanding  for  the 
past  fifteen  months,  and  this  is  particularly  noticeable  in  railroad 
affairs.  He  notes  that  in  April,  1894,  receivers  controlled  210  roads  in 
this  country;  that  is,  about  20  per  cent  of  the  total  mileage.  On  June 
30  of  this  year  this  number  was  reduced  to  119. 

He  reports  that  a  careful  inspection  was  made  of  the  bond  aided 
Central  Pacific  and  of  many  land-grant  roads.  Substantial  improve- 
ments were  noted  in  the  maintenance  of  these  properties.  Particular 
attention  was  given  to  the  Central  Pacific.  This  road  has  been  main- 
tained up  to  its  usual  high  standard.  The  track  was  found  in  very  good 
condition  as  regards  both  surface  and  line.  The  roadbed  is  in  good 
shape,  an  absence  of  low  or  narrow  banks  being  noticeable.  The  com 
pany  continues  the  policy  of  substituting  steel  bridges  for  wood  struc- 
tures, three  steel  bridges  having  been  erected  during  the  past  year. 
The  offices  of  the  bond-aided  roads  were  visited  and  the  books  exam- 
ined with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  amounts  due  the  United  States 
from  these  companies.  In  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  will  be 
found  full  statements  of  the  indebtedness  of  each  company  under 
existing  laws. 

THE    GOVERNMENT    DIRECTORS    OF    THE    UNION    PAOIPIO    EAILVFAT 

COMPANY. 

The  act  of  July  1, 1862,  provides  for  the  appointment  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  two  directors  of  the  Union  Pacific  Eailway  Company,  to  repre- 
sent the  Government  and  act  with  the  regular  board  of  directors  of  the 
company.  By  the  act  of  July  2,  1864,  the  number  of  Government 
directors  was  increased  to  five.  They  are  required  to  attend  the  meet- 
ings of  the  board,  to  visit  all  portions  of  the  road  as  often  as  necessary, 
and  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  from  time  to  time  touch- 
ing the  condition  and  management  of  the  company. 

The  compensation  of  a  director  is  $10  per  day  for  each  day  actually 
employed,  and  mileage  from  residence  to  place  of  meeting  and  return 
at  the  rate  of  10  cents  per  mile  each  way.  This  compensation  is  paid 
by  the  railway  company. 

The  Government  directors  present  a  detailed  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  matter  of  the  foreclosure  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway 
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Compauy  and  the  sale  of  the  properties.  In  pursuance  of  the  decree 
the  special  master,  on  November  1,  1897,  sold  the  (Union  Pacific) 
Eailroad,  franchises,  and  property,  and  the  bonds  in  the  sinking 
fund,  at  public  auction.  The  total  amount  realized  at  this  sale  was 
$58,448,223.75,  which  covered  the  entire  indebtedness  of  the  Union 
Pacific,  principal  and  interest. 

This  report  then  shows  that  a  second  foreclosure  suit,  instituted  by 
the  United  States  and  others  for  the  foreclosure  of  that  portion  of  the 
Kansas  Pacific  Eailroad  which  was  subject  to  the  lieu  of  the  United 
States,  was  prosecuted  to  a  final  decree  on  July  30, 1897.  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  decree  the  special  master,  on  February  16, 1898,  sold  the 
railroad,  franchises,  and  property  at  public  auction.  The  said  proper- 
ties were  sold  for  $6,303,000,  the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  sub- 
sidy bonds  issued  by  the  United  States  to  this  company.  This  amount 
has  been  paid  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  further  shown  in  this  report  that  the  purchasing  trustees  duly 
transferred  and  assigned  their  said  bid,  etc.,  to  the  Union  Pacific  Eail- 
road Company,  a  corporation  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Utah.  In  both  of  the  foregoing  sales  the  right  of  the  Government  to 
preference  at  all  times  for  the  use  of  the  railroad,  telegraph,  etc.,  at  fair 
and  reasonable  rates  is  expressly  reserved. 

The  Government  directors  note  that  the  entire  indebtedness  of  the 
Kansas  Pacific  was  $12,891,900.19,  and  that  after  deducting  therefrom 
$6,303,000,  the  amount  realized  from  the  sale  of  the  road,  there  still 
remains  due  the  United  States  the  sum  of  $6,588,900.19.  Proceedings 
have  been  instituted  by  the  Department  of  Justice  against  the  receivers 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Eailway  Company  for  this  sum. 

The  directors  recite  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  organi 
zation  of  the  original  Union  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  and  ask  to  have 
their  status  defined. 

THE   TERRITORIES. 

ALASKA. 

The  governor  of  Alaska,  John  G.  Brady,  in  his  report  on  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  the  district,  calls  attention  to  the  difficulty' of 
preventing  the  smuggling  of  liquor  into  Alaska.  According  to  the 
present  regulations,  intoxicating  liquors  may  be  lawfully  imported  for 
medicinal,  mechanical,  and  scientific  purposes  only,  under  permits 
issued  by  the  collector  of  customs  at  Sitka.  Special  permits  to  sell 
must  be  obtained  from  the  governor.  However,  without  a  fleet  of 
revenue  cutters  and  steam  launches  to  patrol  the  tortuous  channels  of 
southeast  Alaskan  waters  it  has  been  impossible  to  enforce  these 
regulations.  Smuggling  prevails,  and  saloons  are  open  in  all  of  the 
towns  and  mining  camps.  The  governor  states  that  the  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Eevenue  for  1897  shows  that  the  deputy 
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collector  in  Alaska  received  a  special  tax  from  147  retail  liquor  dealers, 
6  breweries,  8  retail  and  1  wholesale  dealers  in  malt  liquors.  The 
court  has  endeavored  to  deal  with  those  who  engage  in  this  traffic,  but 
without  satisfactory  results. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  opinions  and  advice  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Alaska,  the  governor  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  many  of  them  upon 
the  subject.  Their  replies  show  a  consensus  of  opinion  in  favor  of  a 
stringent  high-license  law  which  would  tend  to  stamp  out  smuggling 
and  the  selling  of  liquor  to  the  natives.  The  governor  strongly  rec- 
ommends that  the  laws  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  liquor  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  enacted  in  1893  and  1894,  be  made  applicable  to  Alaska, 
provided,  however,  that  no  license  shall  be  less  than  $1,000  nor  more 
than  $2,000,  and  that  the  governor,  United  States  marshal,  and  dis- 
trict attorney  be  constituted  an  excise  board  to  enforce  the  provi- 
sions of  said  laws.  This  course,  the  governor  states,  would  have  the 
approval  of  a  majority  of  the  citizens  and  would  provide  revenue  ample 
enough  to  pay  nearly  all  of  the  expenses  of  governing  Alaska. 

Early  action  by  Congress  upon  the  report  of  the  commission  to  revise 
and  codify  the  criminal  and  penal  laws  of  the  United  States  with 
regard  to  Alaska  is  urged. 

For  the  reason  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  relating  to  mining 
claims  were  by  the  organic  act  of  1884  declared  to  be  in  force  in  the 
district  of  Alaska,  there  has  never  been  any  difficulty  with  regard  to 
the  locating  of  mineral  lands  in  the  Territory.  The  general  land  laws, 
however,  are  not  in  force  in  Alaska.  The  governor  states :  "There  are 
no  surveyed  lands  in  Alaska,  nor  has  any  system  of  survey  been  pro- 
vided. It  is  impossible,  therefore,  for  a  poor  settler  to  acquire  a  home- 
stead. If  he  were  able  and  willing  to  stand  the  expense  of  a  survey, 
he  has  no  assurance  that  it  will  be  accepted  by  the  Government.  If 
he  settles  as  a  squatter  and  makes  improvements  he  can  not  tell  how 
future  surveys  may  affect  him." 

The  governor  believes  that  Alaska  should  and  can  pay  revenue  into 
the  United  States  Treasury.  Under  a  high-license  law  he  estimates 
that  the  liquor  traffic  would  yield  an  annual  revenue  of  not  less  than 
$200,000;  a  tax  of  a  few  cents  per  case  of  salmon  would  produce  from 
$35,000  to  $50,000;  10  cents  per  ton  on  wharfage  collected  during  the 
past  year  would  have  yielded  $100,000.  He  recommends,  however, 
that  any  system  of  taxation  for  the  Territory  be  deferred  until  land 
laws  shall  have  been  provided. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  many  sections  of  Alaska  are  suit- 
able for  agricultural  purposes.  With  proper  care,  cattle  can  be  raised 
in  the  milder  districts.  It  can  not  be  doubted  that  in  the  course  of 
time  vast  herds  of  reindeer  will  cover  the  plains  of  northern  Alaska, 
and  a  few  thousands  of  dollars  spent  now  in  helping  the  Eskimo  to 
obtain  herds  will  save  the  expenditure  of  many  thousands  m  the  future. 

The  fur  seal  are  doomed  to  extinction  unless  all  pelagic  sealing  can 
be  stopped.    The  branding  of  female  seals  has  proved  a  success.    The 


REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR.    1477 

brands  render  the  pelts  valueless  and  show  that  the  United  States  has 
a  property  right  to  the  animal.  The  raising  of  blue  foxes  is  becoming  an 
important  industry.  The  hunting  of  the  sea  otter  has  been  so  unremit- 
ting that  very  few  are  now  left.  The  governor  recommends  that  the 
killing  of  them  be  prohibited  for  a  long  time. 

Representation  in  Congress  for  the  citizens  of  Alaska  is  strongly 
urged.  The  salmon-canning  industry  in  Alaska  is  of  immense  value, 
but  the  laws  which  should  regulate  it  are  variously  interpreted  and  are 
not  enforced.  The  inspectors  can  visit  only  the  few  canneries  located 
at  the  regular  stopping  places  of  the  mail  steamers,  and  while  there, 
owing  to  the  lack  of  other  accommodations,  must  be  the  guests  of  the 
superintendents  of  the  canneries. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  great  progress  in  mining  operations. 
Many  of  the  Americans  who  located  claims  in  the  Northwest  Territory 
have  abandoned  them  and  have  settled  on  the  Alaskan  side  of  the 
international  boundary  line,  where  a  new  town,  Eagle  City,  has  sprung 
up.  There  has  been  great  development  in  quartz  mining  in  southeast 
Alaska  and  along  the  coast  as  far  as  Unalaska.  Coal  has  been  discov- 
ered near  the  Upper  Yukon,  the  Tanana,  and  on  Prince  William  Sound. 

Public  buildings  at  Sitka  are  urgently  needed  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  officials.  The  Russian  log  houses  which  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the  transfer  have  been  used  for  this 
purpose  for  thirty-one  years.  They  have  been  repaired  year  after  year, 
but  the  governor  states  that  it  is  a  waste  of  material  to  continue  this 
course  any  longer.  It  is  urgently  recommended  that  Congress  appro- 
priate $110,000  for  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary  and  buildings  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  officials. 

An  appropriation  of  $60,000  for  the  education  of  children  in  Alaska 
is  earnestly  recommended.  Thirty  thousand  dollars  has  hitherto  been 
appropriated  annually  and  has  been  expended  by  the  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation in  maintaining  the  schools  already  in  existence,  but  many  new 
towns  have  sprung  up,  where  educational  facilities  are  urgently  needed. 

The  native  people  of  Alaska  are  now  in  a  transition  state,  ready  to 
abandon  old  customs  and  ideas  and  adopt  American  ways  of  living. 
They  are  self-supporting;  the  young  men  are  asking  to  be  licensed  as 
engineers  and  pilots,  to  be  allowed  to  locate  land  and  mining  claims. 
The  governor  recommends  that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  American 
citizenship  be  conferred  upon  them.  He  suggests  that  the  leading  men 
of  the  tribes  in  southeast  Alaska  be  invited  to  a  convention  at  Sitka, 
where  they  could  be  addressed  by  the  governor  and  other  ofiQcials,  and 
that  $1,500  be  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  such  a  convention. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  rapid  increase  of  the  number 
of  vessels  plying  Alaskan  waters  necessitates  the  erection  of  many 
light-houses. 

Independent  means  of  transportation  in  discharging  their  duties 
should  be  provided  for  the  governor.  United  States  marshal  and  his 
deputies,  inspectors  of  fisheries,  and  other  officials. 
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An  emergency  fund,  to  be  disbursed  by  the  governor,  should  be  pro- 
vided. In  case  of  disaster  by  fire  or  shipwreck,  there  is  now  no  fand 
from  which  immediate  relief  can  be  famished. 

A  monthly  mail  service  throughout  the  year  between  Sitka  and 
Unalaska  should  be  established.  Cable  connection  between  Alaska 
and  the  States,  encouraged  by  Congressional  action,  is  urged.  The 
first  railway  in  Alaska,  between  tidewater  and  the  lakes  at  the  head- 
waters of  the  Yukon  Eiver,  is  being  constructed  by  the  Pacific  and 
Arctic  Railway  and  Navigation  Company. 

There  is  under  the  present  form  of  government  a  lack  of  executive 
responsibility.  I  respectfully  urge  that  Congress  provide  for  such 
increase  of  the  power  of  the  governor  as  will  enable  him,  with  the 
advice  of  a  council,  to  administer  the  laws  of  the  Territory  more 
effectively  than  can  be  done  under  the  present  system. 

The  policy  of  extending  the  land  laws  of  the  United  States  to  Alaska, 
or  at  least  to  the  settled  portions  of  the  Territory,  should  have  careful 
consideration. 

I  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  various  recommendations  of  the 
governor,  many  of  which  should  receive  serious  consideration. 

ARIZONA. 

The  governor,  N.  O.  Murphy,  reports  that  no  complete  census  has 
been  taken  since  1890.  The  population  has  increased  very  rapidly, 
however,  within  the  last  eight  years,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  Terri- 
tory has  now  nearly  100,000  people.  The  class  of  immigration  to  the 
Territory  insures  a  high  grade  of  citizenship.  The  great  and  varied 
resources  of  Arizona  invite  strong,  courageous  characters,  who  come 
seeking  investments  and  permanent  homes.  Social  and  moral  condi- 
tions here  compare  favorably  with  any  portion  of  the  Union.  The 
bonded  and  floating  debt  of  the  Territory  on  July  1, 1898,  aggregated 
$99^7,260.87,  the  cash  on  hand  $123,861.24,  leaving  the  net  debt 
$873,399.63.  The  aggregate  value  of  the  assessed  lands  in  the  Terri- 
tory '  is  $9,701,481.91,  and  the  value  of  improvements  thereon  is 
$5,425,503.16.  There  are  1,366  miles  of  railroad  in  the  Territory,  of 
which  989.568  miles,  valued  at  $5,014,680.77,  are  assessed  as  taxable 
property.  The  assessed  valuation  of  all  taxable  property  is 
$31,473,359.96,  an  increase  of  $859,647.15  over  the  preceding  year. 

During  the  year  goods  were  imported  valued  at  $3,714,964.35,  upon 
which  duties  aggregating  $137,655.46  were  collected,  an  increase  of 
$12,322.84  over  the  previous  year.  Seven  and  two-thirds  per  cent  of 
all  goods  imported  were  dutiable.  Thirty-eight  thousand  six  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  head  of  cattle  were  imported,  of  which  6,428  were 
admitted  free  of  duty.  Goods  were  exported  during  the  year  aggregat- 
ing in  value  $1,188,381,  an  increase  of  $155,967  over  the  previous  year. 

The  total  number  of  entries  of  land  of  all  classes  in  the  Territory 
was  577,  embracing  an  acreage  of  76,182.93. 
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Of  the  total  area  of  the  Territory,  embraciDg  some  22,500,000  acres, 
considerably  less  than  oue-half  per  cent  is  arable  land.  Of  the  arable 
lands  more  than  one-fourth  of  a  million  acres  are  under  canal  irriga- 
tion at  the  present  time,  and  with  the  canals  in  process  of  construction 
this  area  will  soon  be  greatly  augmented.  The  arable  lands  of  the  Ter- 
ritory are  in  the  aggregate  greater  than  the  total  area  of  the  smaller  of 
the  New  England  States,  and  a  large  portion  of  these  lands  will  at  no 
distant  date  come  under  cultivation. 

Of  the  arable  lands  now  under  cultivation,  approximately  280,000 
acres  are  in  Salt  River  Yalley.  This  valley  is  of  wide  extent,  practi- 
cally level  aad  perfectly  situated  for  irrigating  on  a  large  scale  from 
canals.  Canals  at  Yuma  and  elsewhere  are  now  in  process  of  construc- 
tion, which,  wheM  complete,  will  add  materially  to  the  agricultural 
interests  of  the  Territory. 

The  governor  earnestly  recommends  that  the  arid  lands  of  Arizona  be 
ceded  to  the  Territory,  and  the  necessity  of  further  legislation  by  Con- 
gress on  the  subject  thereby  relieved.  He  is  of  the  opinion  that  this 
would  be  the  quickest,  best,  and  most  satisfactory  way  to  secure  the 
reclamation  and  occupancy  of  the  arid  portions  of  the  country. 

Among  the  many  agricultural  and  horticultural  products  much  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar  beets,  canaigre,  date 
palms,  melons,  cotton,  tobacco,  sugar  cane,  etc.  Almonds  and  peanuts 
are  profitable  products.  Among  the  staple  crops  are  alfalfa,  wheat, 
corn,  barley,  and  oats.  Nearly  all  varieties  of  root  cro})S  are  grown  in 
the  Territory,  and  in  many  of  the  valleys  throughout  the  mountains 
enormous  crops  of  potatoes  are  raised.  Market  gardeners  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  larger  towns  and  villages  grow  vegetables  every  month  of  the 
year. 

The  pine  timber  resources  of  the  Territory  it  is  believed  will  be  suf- 
ficient for  any  population  for  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  years. 
The  pine  forests  of  Northern  and  Central  Arizona  cover  an  area  of 
about  2,700  miles,  or  approximately  1,750,000  acres. 

During  the  past  year  the  live  stock  interests  of  Arizona  hav«  grown 
and  flourished,  and  in  spite  of  the  heavy  shipments  made  from  every 
railroad  station  there  are  as  many  cattle  as  last  year.  Statistics  show 
that  there  are  806,205  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine  in  the  Territory,  valued 
at  nearly  $5,000,000  Grazing  has  been  especially  profitable  during 
the  year  because  of  rain  upon  the  upland  mesas  and  ranges,  producing 
bountiful  grasses. 

The  shipments  from  July  1, 1897,  to  June  30, 1898,  have  been  253,318 
head  and  the  prices  realized  about  $5,000,000;  number  of  head  of 
cattle  slaughtered  by  licensed  butchers  of  Arizona,  30,726.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  50,000  head  of  sheep  have  been  shipped,  and  between 
3,000,000  and  4,000,000  pounds  of  wool,  for  which  there  was  received  an 
estimated  total  of  about  $615,000.    There  was  also  shii)ped  17,193  hogs. 

The  mining  industries  receive  much  attention.    Prof.  W.  P.  Blake, 
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Territorial  geologist,  reports  that  of  all  the  metals  gold  is  the  most 
widely  and  generally  distributed  in  all  parts  of  Arizona,  and  that  there 
is  no  other  part  of  North  America  where  probably  such  a  variety  of 
minerals  can  be  found.  The  gold,  silver,  and  lead  mines  have  been 
worked  with  gratifying  results.  The  production  of  copper  has  exceeded 
the  records  of  former  years  and  has  been  a  profitable  one  for  the  cop- 
per producers.  The  production  in  1897  was  81,019,922  pounds  and  for 
the  six  months  ending  June  30,  1898,  49,503,294  pounds. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady  progress  in  the  schools  of  the 
Territory  and  reports  show  that  the  schools  are  in  better  condition  than 
ever  before  in  their  history.  The  following  statement  shows  the  status 
of  the  schools  for  1898:  Teachers,  365 ;  school  districts,  244;  enrollment, 
14,613 ;  children  of  school  age  at  last  census,  18,802 ;  average  length  of 
school  term,  6.50  months;  average  salary  paid  teachers,  monthly, 
$66.67;  amount  paid  in  salaries  of  teachers,  $169,894.39;  total  expendi- 
tures, $221,389.75;  valuation  of  school  property,  $472,107.64. 

The  number  of  Indians  in  the  Territory  can  not  be  given  exactly  as 
no  complete  census  has  been  taken  during  the  year,  but  a  very  close 
approximation  fixes  the  number  at  40,569.  There  have  been  no  out- 
breaks nor  depredations  by  Indians  within  the  year.  The  Indian  schools 
throughout  the  Territory  are  very  prosperous.  The  Indian  Industrial 
Training  School  at  Phcenix  has  grown  during  the  year  from  250  to  450, 
the  average  being  418.  The  school  is  composed  of  children  from  all  the 
Indian  tribes  in  the  Territory  and  those  residing  in  New  Mexico,  Oregon, 
and  California. 

The  governor  recommends  that  an  ethnological  commission  be 
appointed,  to  consist  of  the  ablest  scientists  who  can  be  obtained  by 
the  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  thorough,  careful,  and  extended 
ethnological  and  archaelogical  research  in  the  Territory.  He  also 
recommends  that  Whipple  military  post  be  reestablished  and  improved; 
that  a  reasonable  sum  be  appropriated  for  artesian-well  boring  in  the 
Territory;  that  the  salaries  of  the  Federal  judges  within  the  Territory 
be  increased;  that  Congress  appropriate  money  to  pay  the  governor 
and  secretaries  of  Territories  the  salaries  allowed  them  by  law,  and 
that  the  pay  of  members  of  the  Territorial  legislature  be  increased. 

He  adds  that  Arizona's  people,  by  their  patriotism  and  valor,  by 
their  thrift  and  ability,  by  their  loyalty  to  the  Eepublic,  fealty  to 
national  principles,  and  every  consideration  of  true  Americanism,  have 
earned  and  won  the  inestimable  privilege  of  self-government.  They 
all  ask  that  which  of  right  should  be  granted — the  admission  of  the 
Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  without  longer  delay. 

OKLAHOMA. 

The  governor,  Cassius  M.  Barnes,  reports  that  Oklahoma's  growth  of 
population  has  been  as  remarkable  as  her  development  along  other 
lines.  From  an  unbroken,  uninhabited  prairie,  in  a  single  day  it 
sprang  into  existence  as  a  community  of  three-score  thousand  souls. 
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The  census  of  1890  gave  the  Territory,  then  barely  organized,  a  popu- 
lation of  61,834,  but  on  several  occasions  since  the  Territory  has 
increased  its  population  60  per  cent  or  more  in  a  single  day  by  the  set- 
tlement of  Indian  lands  thrown  open  to  homestead  entry.  For  several 
years  there  have  been  no  openings  of  reservations,  and  hence  no  such 
sudden  increase  in  population;  but  the  tide  of  immigration  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  has  been  an  unceasing  one,  and  the  peopling 
of  some  of  the  counties  has  been  unprecedented  for  a  steady  growth 
without  the  attendant  elements  of  boom  or  rush. 

The  population  was  reported  in  1896  to  be  275,587;  the  assessors' 
returns  for  1898  show  a  population  of  311,400,  a  gain  of  13  per  cent  in 
two  years.  This  enumeration,  however,  does  not  include  the  transient 
population  of  the  towns  and  cities,  who  do  not  list  property  for  taxa- 
tion, and  it  is  therefore  estimated  that  the  actual  population  at  this  time 
is  fully  a  third  of  a  million. 

The  people  come  from  every  State  in  the  Union  and  are  truly  cosmo. 
politan.  The  percentage  of  foreign-born  population  is  very  small,  but 
those  in  the  Territory  are  naturalized  and  thoroughly  identified  with 
American  ways  and  institutions. 

The  taxable  property  of  the  Territory  is  $40,623,816,  an  increase  of 
$8,589,064  over  last  year;  the  total  bonded  debt  is  but  $48,000,  which 
was  incurred  in  the  first  year  of  the  Territory's  history  to  erect  college 
buildings.  Added  to  this,  the  Territory  has  a  warrant  indebtedness  of 
a  little  over  $251,630.61.  The  Territorial  tax  rate  is  but  4.3  mills  for 
all  purposes. 

The  public  school  system  is  excellent;  the  general  scheme  of  educa- 
tion embraces  a  continuous  course  from  the  district  school  to  and 
through  the  university.  There  are  90,686  school  children  and  1,879 
school  districts,  having  school  houses  valued  at  $454,574.68.  These 
schools  were  maintained  during  the  year  at  a  cost  of  over  $250,000. 

The  higher  institutions  of  learning  of  the  Territory — the  University, 
the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College,  the  Normal,  at  Edmond,  the 
Northwestern  Normal,  at  Alva,  and  the  Colored  Agricultural  and  Nor- 
mal University,  at  Langston — are  all  doing  good  work,  have  excellent 
faculties,  their  attendance  aggregating  1,000  the  past  year  with  every 
prospect  of  its  being  doubled  the  coming  year.  There  are  also  a  num- 
ber of  good  sectarian  schools  and  colleges  and  a  score  of  excellent 
Indian  schools,  notably  that  known  as  "Chilocco,"  at  which  there  was 
an  attendance  of  over  500  during  the  past  year. 

In  a  social  and  religious  way  the  people  of  Oklahoma  compare  favor- 
ably with  those  of  any  other  State,  all  of  the  leading  religious  denom- 
inations and  fraternal  organizations  being  well  represented. 

There  are  661  churches,  with  property  valued  at  $368,000,  and  over 
1,000  Sunday  schools,  with  34  Masonic,  64  Oddfellow,  23  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  many  more  kindred  organizations. 

During  the  past  year  incoming  settlers  filed  upon  1,127,426  acres  of 
Government  land.    There  are  still  several  million  acres  of  vacant  land 
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in  the  Territory  subject  to  homestead  entry  and  some  of  it  the  best  of 
farming  land. 

The  deinand  for  labor  is  always  equal  to  or  in  excess  of  the  supply, 
and  no  man  or  woman  need  long  be  idle  in  the  Territory. 

There  are  49  Territorial  and  6  national  banks,  with  an  aggregate  paid- 
up  capital  of  $789,786.69,  the  former  having  deposits  amounting  to 
$2,560,485.18,  the  latter  with  $1,071,490.36.  During  the  year  6  new 
banks  were  started,  13  were  consolidated,  and  1  failed.  The  Territorial 
banks  made  a  gain  in  reserve  of  60  per  cent,  in  deposits  of  75  per  cent 
during  the  year.  The  average  reserve  of  these  banks  is  four  times  as 
great  as  required  by  law.  The  national  banks  gained  for  the  year  50 
per  cent  in  deposits,  125  per  cent  in  loans,  and  80  per  cent  in  cash  on 
hand.  During  the  year  $5,567,271  of  fire  insurance,  $906,132  of  life 
insurance,  and  $449,1:^1  of  casualty  and  indemnity  insurance  was 
written. 

The  railway  facilities  are  excellent.  The  Territory  can  be  reached 
by  direct  trunk  lines  from  any  portion  of  the  nation,  and  there  is  no 
portion  of  it  but  is  reasonably  accessible  to  railways  and  their  attend- 
ant comforts  and  advantages.  Seven  railways  are  in  operation,  several 
more  are  building,  and  half  a  dozen  projected. 

The  home  and  foreign  trade  of  the  Territory  has  more  than  doubled 
during  the  past  year. 

The  school  land  office  is  the  largest  department  of  the  Territorial 
government.  There  are  under  control  of  this  department  10,800  quar- 
ter sections  of  land,  about  8,500  of  which  are  leased,  and  the  cash 
receipts  for  the  year  were  $186,789.49,  a  large  portion  of  which 
($121,383.90)  was  divided  per  capita  among  the  school  districts.  Over 
$23,000  was  divided  among  the  Territorial  colleges,  and  an  equal 
amount  put  into  the  permanent  public  building  fund. 

The  Territory  has  no  public  buildings,  except  iive  college  buildings, 
but  there  is  a  public  building  fund  of  over  $53,000  for  their  erection 
when  they  are  decided  on.  The  cities  and  counties  are  all  well  gov- 
erned and  managed,  and  their  bonds  and  warrants  are  the  best  of 
securities.  The  cities  have  waterworks,  electric  lights,  good  streets 
and  sidewalks,  the  best  of  graded  schools,  Are  protection,  and  good 
police  regulations. 

The  newspapers  number  14  dailies,  108  weeklies,  1  semimonthly,  and 
10  monthlies,  a  total  of  133 — a  greater  number  in  proportion  to  the 
population  than  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Few  portions  of  the  continent  have  a  more  attractive  climate  the  year 
round  than  this  Territory.  The  winters  are  mild  and  pleasant,  the 
spring  and  fall  delightful,  and  while  the  summers  are  hot,  there  is 
almost  a  continual  breeze  and,  with  but  few  exceptions,  the  nights  are 
cool  and  pleasant. 

As  an  agricultural  country,  Oklahoma  is  without  a  superior.  The 
crops  of  last  year  were  such  as  to  astonish  the  world,  and  the  season 
so  far  has  been  such  as  to  insure  even  greater  crops  for  1898.    The 
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wheat  crop  of  1897  was  20,000,000  bushels,  bringing  to  the  farmers 
$13,000,000  to  $15,000,000.  This  year  the  acreage  was  greater,  but  the 
yield  not  quite  as  good,  so  the  aggregate  crop  will  be  about  the  same. 
The  cotton  crop  last  year  was  140,000  bales,  requiring  6,000  cars  to 
ship,  and  bringing  to  the  farmers  $5,000,000  in  cash.  The  Territory 
raises  large  quantities  of  corn,  hay,  castor  beans,  oats,  kafBr  corn,  mil- 
let, alfalfa,  potatoes,  peanuts,  melons,  etc.  Fully  40,000  bushels  of  kaffii 
corn  were  exported  from  Oklahoma  to  European  markets  the  past  year. 
and  there  is  a  rapidly  increasing  foreign  demand  for  this  new  product. 
A  large  portion  of  the  Territory  is  especially  adapted  to  stock  raising, 
and  live-stock  men  are  prospering.  There  are  in  the  Territory  203,974 
horses,  38,837  mules,  775,851  cattle,  257,740  hogs,  and  52,868  sheep  and 
goats.  The  Oklahoma  Live  Stock  Association,  with  headquarters  at 
Woodward,  is  one  of  the  largest  associations  of  the  kind  in  the  nation, 
its  membership  representing  the  ownership  of  over  $4,000,000  worth  of 
cattle. 

All  kinds  of  fruit  do  well,  and  some  of  the  finest  peaches,  grapes, 
and  apples  at  the  Omaha  Exposition  were  from  Oklahoma.  Peaches 
bear  the  third  year  from  the  seed,  produce  enormously,  and  their  size 
and  flavor  are  not  excelled  by  California  fruits.  Several  hundred  cars 
of  peaches  were  shipped  out  last  year.  Grapes  of  all  kinds  do  well, 
and  the  best  of  wines  are  made  from  them. 

Some  coal  is  being  mined  in  the  Territory,  and  salt  taken  from  the 
immense  beds  in  the  western  part,  while  several  large  cement  beds  are 
now  being  worked.  There  are  many  good  veins  of  coal  at  various 
points,  indications  of  zinc,  lead,  copper,  gold,  and  silver,  while  there 
are  immense  deposits  of  iron  in  the  Wichita  Mountains.  There  are 
also  in  these  mountains  great  deposits  of  asphaltum,  fine  oil  springs, 
and  many  kinds  of  fine  clay  deposits.  Among  the  most  remarkable 
resources  of  the  Territory  are  the  great  salt  deposits. 

In  the  salt  reserves  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Territory  are  thou- 
sands of  acres  covered  with  a  dazzling  white  deposit  of  pure  salt,  and 
great  salt  springs  gushing  out  strong  brine.  In  the  northern  part  of 
Blaine  County  are  great  beds  of  rock  salt,  and  the  brine  seeping  up 
from  them  forms  Salt  Creek,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  streams  in 
existence,  its  waters  when  evaporated  yielding  over  50  per  cent  of  pure 
commercial  salt.  There  are  in  the  Territory  strong  indications  of  both 
oil  and  gas,  and  land  is  now  being  leased  preparatory  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  field. 

There  are  22  flouring  mills,  with  an  aggregate  daily  output  of  over 
3,000  barrels ;  numerous  ice  and  cold-storage  plants,  three  cotton  com- 
presses, three  cotton-seed  oil  mills,  a  railroad  shop,  100  cotton  gins,  3 
canning  factories,  3  creameries,  salt  works,  planing  mills,  harness  fac- 
tories, cement  works,  and  scores  of  other  small  industries;  and  the 
Territory  offers  special  inducements  to  small  manufacturing  establish- 
ments of  every  kind. 


1484    EEPOET  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  INTERIOR. 

There  are  196  insane,  an  increase  of  53  during  the  past  year.  Their 
care  costs  the  Territory  161,320.50. 

The  governor  recojnmends  the  passage  of  an  act  correcting  the  ambi- 
guity and  uncertainty  of  the  act  reserving  school  lands  in  the  Cherokee 
Strip,  the  language  of  the  act  as  it  now  stands  giving  rise  to  a  conten- 
tion as  to  the  disposition  of  the  funds  arising  from  the  lease  of  said 
lands;  he  urges  that  the  saline  reserves  in  the  Cherokee  Strip  be  given 
to  the  Territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  higher  institutions  of  learning; 
that  Fort  Supply  Reservation,  on  which  there  are  buildings  going  to 
decay,  be  transferred  to  the  Territory  for  such  use  as  is  deemed  best  by 
the  people,  and  suggests  the  advisability  of  granting  to  the  settlers  of 
Beaver  County  preemption  and  tree-claim  rights,  or  the  right  to  pur- 
chase a  limited  area  of  Government  land  at  a  nominal  price. 

The  governor  also  states  that  there  is  a  stronger  sentiment  in  the 
Territory  for  immediate  Statehood  than  existed  at  the  time  of  the  ren- 
dition of  his  last  annual  report. 

NEW  MEXICO. 

The  report  of  the  governor,  Miguel  A.  Otero,  estimates  the  total  pop- 
ulation of  the  Territory  at  282,900.  There  has  been  quite  an  influx  of 
new  residents  to  the  principal  cities  and  mining  districts.  The  subject 
of  irrigation  is  treated  at  length.    The  report  says : 

The  improved  systems  of  irigation  upon  which  New  Mexico  has  to  depend  for 
the  multiplication  of  its  land  area  are  developing  rapidly,  but  there  are  still 
many  opportunities  for  the  investment  of  capital  in  irrigation  projects,  which  can 
not  fail,  under  good  management,  to  produce  good  results.  There  is  in  operation 
the  Springer  system  of  irrigation,  with  50  miles  of  ditches  and  5  reservoirs,  cover- 
ing 22,000  acres.  The  Vermejo  system,  which  controls  57  miles  of  ditches  and  10 
reservoirs,  supplies  30,000  acres.  In  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  Territory  there 
are  200  miles  of  ditches,  watering  24,000  acres.  There  are  several  tracts  of  fertile 
soil  accessible  to  streams,  which  will  afford  an  ample  supply,  awaiting  the  attention 
of  moneyed  men.  Also  extensive  ditch  systems  are  in  operation  in  the  Mimbres 
region  of  Grant  County.  The  irrigation  projects  noted  above  are  in  the  four  corners 
of  the  Territory.  In  the  meantime  the  great  central  portions  are  receiving  atten- 
tion, more  than  fifty  companies  having  been  organized  for  irrigation  projects,  and 
several  having  plants  in  operation,  affording  to  the  homeseeker  at  the  present  time 
ample  opportunity  for  settlement  and  reclamation. 

The  mining  industries  of  New  Mexico  are  reported  as  encouraging. 
The  Territory  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  richest  mineral  produc- 
ing regions  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  range.  All  that  it  needs  is  the  influx 
of  more  capital  to  thoroughly  develop  the  various  mines.  The  gold 
output  is  heavy  from  many  districts. 

The  production  of  coal  for  the  fiscal  year  1897  and  1898  was  858,583 
tons,  being  an  increase  of  125,044  tons. 

New  Mexico's  natural  adaptability  to  sheep  raising  and  wool  growing 
is  well  known.  It  has  been  for  many  years  past  the  most  important 
and  profitable  industry  in  the  Territory.  At  this  time  there  are  owned 
over    4,000,000  head  of  sheep.    The  wool  clip  will  amount  to  fully 
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15,000,000  pounds  for  this  year.    The  sheep  business  of  New  Mexico 
has  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  another  home  enterprise,  viz,  that , 
of  wool  pulling  and  tanning.    There  are  located  at  Las  Vegas  two  wool- 
pulling  plants,  one  of  which  is  also  engaged  in  the  tanning  of  leather. 

The  governor  reports  that  the  outlook  for  the  stock-growing  inter- 
ests of  New  Mexico  was  never  so  encouraging  as  at  present.  Agri- 
culture is  prospering  under  the  systems  of  irrigation  in  vogue.  The 
fruit  industry  is  destined  to  become  of  great  importance.  The  beet- 
sugar  industry  in  the  Pecos  Valley  has  occasioned  widespread  popular 
interest  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar  beets  throughout  New  Mexico. 

The  educational  institutions  of  the  Territory  are  reported  to  be  in 
flourishing  condition.  The  enrollment  in  public  schools  is  given  as 
150,327;  average  daily  attendance,  105,819;  number  of  schools,  3,355; 
receipts,  $1,359,613.88;  expenditures,  $1,360,376.16.  Value  of  sectarian 
school  property,  $313,600  ;  enrollment,  3,600. 

The  report  states  that  79  per  cent  of  the  present  population  are  able 
to  read  and  write,  leaving  only  21  per  cent  of  illiteracy.  There  has  been 
a  marked  change  since  1890,  when  the  percentagie  was  44.49,  and  was, 
in  a  large  degree,  attributable  to  the  fact  that  there  were  stUl  living 
many  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  in  the  Territory  before  it  became  a 
part  of  the  United  States.  It  is  estimated  that  the  percentage  of  the 
inhabitants  unable  to  speak  English  will  not,  at  the  utmost,  exceed  15 
per  cent,  as  against  61.11  percentage  as  shown  by  the  census  of  1890. 

The  receipts  by  the  Territorial  treasurer  from  November  30, 1896,  to 
May  28,  1898,  were  $540,488.67,  and  the  expenditures  $462,876.60, 
showing  a  net  gain  during  that  period  of  $77,611.97. 

The  Indian  industrial  schools  at  Santa  Fe  and  Albuquerque,  supple- 
mented by  the  several  governmental  schools  at  the  various  pueblos,  are 
all  doing  fine  work  for  the  education  of  the  Indian  children.  Nearly 
every  Indian  child  in  New  Mexico  is  provided  with  the  means  of 
education,  and  the  schools  are  very  largely  attended. 

New  Mexico  enthusiastically  responded  to  the  call  for  troops  for  the 
Spanish-American  war,  furnishing  in  a  short  time  her  quota  of  soldiers. 
Says  the  Governor : 

More  men  responded  nnder  each  call  than  were  required  to  fill  our  quota,  and  in 
their  eagerness  to  serve  their  country  it  is  estimated  that  150  enlisted  in  the  Regular 
Army  and  in  the  regiments  from  the  States,  and  some  of  whom  are  now  with  the 
army  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  Thus,  New  Mexico  has  furnished  1,089  soldiers  for 
the  late  war,  and  would  and  could  have  furnished  many  more  had  the  opportunity 
been  afforded  us. 

The  old  residence  of  the  governor-generals  under  Spanish  and  Mexi- 
can rule,  known  as  the  "  Palace,"  which  for  more  than  three  hundred 
years  has  been  the  headquarters  of  the  governors,  captain- generals,  and 
chief  executives  of  the  Territory,  Province,  or  Kingdom,  is  in  an  admira- 
ble state  of  preservation,  owing  to  the  liberal  appropriations  made  by 
the  Congress  in  the  past,  but  unless  the  General  Government  continues 
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to  look  after  this  historic  building,  as  it  has  in  the  past,  it  will  go  to  ruin 
and  decay. 

Appropriations  are  asked  for  increase  of  salary  of  governor,  for  a 
private  secretary  to  chief  executive,  contingent  expenses  of  governor's 
office,  and  increase  of  salaries  of  the  five  judges  in  the  Territory.  The 
sums  now  set  apart  for  the  above  purposes  are  entirely  inadequate, 
owing  to  the  increased  duties  of  the  officials  and  the  expenses  attached 
to  their  respective  offices. 

The  Governor  strongly  urges  the  early  admission  of  ^ew  Mexico  as 
a  State  of  the  Union. 

INSPECTORS  OF  COAL  MINES  IN  THE  TERRITORIES. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.  L.,  1104),  the 
President  was  authorized  to  appoint,  at  an  annual  compensation  of 
$2,000  each,  a  mine  inspector  in  each  organized  or  unorganized  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  wherein  were  located  coal  mines,  the  aggre- 
gate annual  output  of  which  should  be  in  excess  of  1,000  tons  per 
annum.  Appropriation  was  originally  made  for  three  of  such  officers, 
and  inspectors  appointed  for  the  Indian  Territory  and  the  Territories 
of  New  Mexico  and  Utah.  The  office  of  inspector  for  the  latter  Terri- 
tory, however,  ceased  to  exist  on  the  4th  of  January,  1896,  upon  the 
admission  of  Utah  as  a  State. 

INDIAN   TEREITORT. 

Luke  W.  Bryan,  mine  inspector,  reports  that  the  past  year  has  been 
notably  free  from  strikes  or  labor  trouble. 

During  the  past  five  years  the  coal  production  has  increased  50  per 
cent,  but  the  number  of  men  employed  remains  about  the  same,  owing 
to  the  introduction  of  electric  machinery  and  other  labor-saving  devices. 
All  the  requirements  of  existing  law  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  of 
the  miners  have  been  complied  with  by  the  companies  operating  in  the 
Territory. 

The  most  rigid  rules  are  in  force  in  the  mines  regarding  the  setting 
of  props  and  timbers  to  hold  up  the  roofs  to  insure  the  safety  of  the 
men  in  their  working  places,  and  a  system  of  shot  tirers  is  provided  in 
every  mine  where  gas  and  inflammable  dust  exist  and  where  explo- 
sions are  liable  to  occur  by  reason  of  windy  or  blown-out  shots.  In 
every  mine  in  the  Territory  that  generates  gas,  men  specially  employed 
for  the  purpose  visit  each  and  every  room  or  working  place  and  mark 
the  same  with  the  day  of  the  month  on  the  face  of  the  coal,  and,  in  case 
gas  is  found,  mark  or  deadline  the  entrance,  so  that  none  may  pass  it 
until  the  same  has  been  cleaned  out.  This  course  is  always  pursued 
before  the  hour  for  commencing  work  in  the  morning,  and  the  men  are 
then  notified  to  enter  their  working  places.  None  but  competent  men 
are  employed  to  handle  the  machinery,  and  there  has  been  no  accident 
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during  the  year  caused  by  bad  handling  of  hoisting  machinery  where 
men  are  hoisted  or  lowered. 

The  output  of  coal  for  the  fiscal  year  was  1,438,028  tons,  an  increase 
of  103,622  tons  over  the  preceding  year,  and  the  number  of  men 
employed  3,529,  an  increase  of  59  from  the  year  1897. 

There  are  20  companies  operating  41  mines  in  Indian  Territory, 
and  new  mines  are  being  constantly  developed.  The  output  of  coke 
was  24,810  tons,  a  decrease  of  630  tons  from  the  previous  year.  There 
are  two  companies  with  coke  plants  having  130  ovens  in  operation. 

The  number  of  accidents  during  the  year  was  51,  against  46  the  pre- 
ceding year,  of  which  17  were  fatal. 

The  inspector  directs  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress approved  June  28, 1898,  "  For  the  protection  of  the  people  of 
the  Indian  Territory,"  known  as  the  "  Curtis  bill,"  relative  to  coal  and 
other  minerals  in  the  Territory,  and  expresses  the  hope  that  in  execu- 
tion thereof  parties  contemplating  the  development  of  valuable  coal 
fields,  as  well  as  other  minerals  in  the  Territory,  may  be  encouraged  to 
proceed  with  their  operations. 

The  report  details  the  changes  and  extensions  of  the  coal-mining 
business  during  the  year  and  the  operations  and  statistics  of  each  mine 
and  also  gives  copies  of  the  rules  governing  the  same. 

NEW   MEXICO. 

John  W.  Fleming,  mine  inspector,  reports  that  the  mines  throughout 
the  Territory  are  in  good  condition,  and  there  has  been  a  large  increase 
in  the  amount  of  coal  mined  as  compared  with  previous  years.  The 
mines  have  all  been  systematically  inspected  during  the  year,  and  all 
suggestions  for  their  betterment  and  welfare  of  employees  have  been 
cheerfully  and  promptly  complied  with  by  those  in  charge  of  their 
management. 

The  roadways  of  the  mines  are  kept  sprinkled  to  avoid  dust  explo- 
sions; safety  lamps  are  used  in  all  places  where  gas  is  known  to  gener- 
ate, and  the  miners  are  supplied  with  sufficient  props  and  timbers  to 
secure  their  working  places  against  all  danger. 

The  provisions  of  the  mining  law  relative  to  ventilation,  outlets,  and 
safety  appliances  to  protect  the  miners  have  been  faithfully  observed. 
The  main  problem,  however,  which  confronts  the  mine  inspector,  he 
states,  is  to  get  the  miners  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  looking  out 
for  themselves  and  using  ordinary  precaution  in  their  own  behalf. 

The  number  of  mines  in  operation  is  20;  not  in  operation,  7;  new 
mines  in  course  of  development  and  producing,  2.  The  production  of 
coal  during  the  year  was  858,583  tons,  being  an  increase  of  125,044  tons 
over  the  preceding  year.  The  estimated  value  of  the  entire  output  at 
the  mines  was  $1,408,680,  an  increase  of  $211,765  over  last  year.  The 
amount  of  coke  produced  duriug  the  year  was  2,275  tons. 
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The  total  number  of  persons  employed  in  and  about  the  mines  is 
stated  to  be:  Miners,  1,485;  day  men,  373;  boys,  30;  a  total  of  1,888; 
an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  623.  The  total  number  of  acci- 
dents was  21,  of  which  7  were  fatal. 

Of  the  20  mines  operated  this  year  a  majority  of  them  are  worked 
by  the  slope,  double  entry,  room  and  pillar  method,  while  the  others 
are  drift,  double  entry,  room  and  pillar,  or  drift,  single  entry,  room  and 
pillar.    The  manner  of  ventilation  is  mainly  by  furnace  or  fans. 

The  inspector  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  no  Territorial 
laws  governing  the  coal-mine  industries ;  that  the  Federal  mining  law 
now  in  force,  under  which  he  is  operating,  is  inadequate,  and  should  be 
amended  by  Congress  in  many  respects,  notably  so  as  to  the  placing  of 
such  restrictions  on  the  manner  of  handling  powder  as  will  insure 
greater  safety  and  protection  to  the  miners. 

NATIONAL  PARKS  AND  RESERVATIONS. 

THE   YELLOWSTONE   NATIONAL   PARK. 

This  is  a  tract  of  land  near  the  head  waters  of  the  Yellowstone  Eiver, 
in  the  States  of  Montana  and  Wyoming,  dedicated  and  set  aside  by  the 
act  of  March  1,  1872  (17  Stat.,  32),  as  a  public  park  or  pleasure  ground 
for  the  benefit  and  enjoyment  of  the  people.  It  is  62  miles  in  length 
from  north  to  south,  54  miles  in  width  from  east  to  west,  and  contains 
about  3,348  square  miles,  or  2,142,720  acres.  Its  area  is  greater  than 
that  of  the  States  of  Delaware  and  Ehode  Island  combined.  The 
average  altitude  is  about  8,000  feet. 

Oapt.  James  B.  Erwin,  United  States  Army,  the  acting  superintend- 
ent, reports  that  he  assumed  charge  November  15, 1897,  relieving  Col. 
S.  B.  M.  Young,  United  States  Army,  who  had  been  ordered  to  active 
military  duty,  and  has  continued  in  charge  since,  except  from  March  13 
to  July  11, 1898,  when  he  was  on  detached  service,  during  which  time 
Lieut.  G-.  O.  Cress,  United  States  Army,  performed  the  duties  of 
superintendent. 

During  the  winter  of  1897-98  much  vigilance  was  exercised  on  the 
part  of  the  offlcers,  men,  and  the  scouts  stationed  in  the  park  to  pro- 
tect the  game  from  poachers,  necessitating  frequent  trips  on  snow- 
shoes  to  the  sections  of  the  park  where  the  wild  game  is  mostly  to  be 
found.  Several  poachers  were  arrested,  subsequently  convicted  upon 
trial,  and  fined.  Previous  to  June  1,  at  which  date  the  stages  begin 
their  summer  travel,  crews  were  sent  over  all  the  roads,  snow  and 
fallen  timber  removed,  and  the  roads  otherwise  repaired,  making  them 
safe  for  travel. 

To  meet  the  various  demands  of  the  publip,  different  classes  of  trans- 
portation have  been  provided  through  the  park,  viz:  Eegular  stage 
lines,  steamboat  transportation  on  Lake  Yellowstone,  licensed  and 
private  transportation,  whether  by  wagon,  pack  train,  horseback,  or 
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bicycle.  The  former  is  represented  by  the  Yellowstoue  National  Park 
Transportation  Company,  running  its  stages  from  Cinnabar,  Mont.,  on 
the  north  of  the  park,  the  railroad  terminus  of  a  branch  line  of  the 
-N^orthern  Pacific  Eailway,  and  over  the  usually  traveled  route  of 
tourists,  via  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  ISTorris,  Upper  Geyser  Basin,  over 
the  continental  divide  to  Yellowstone  Lake,  Canyon,  Norris,  Mammoth 
Hot  Springs,  and  thence  to  Cinnabar.  The  Monida  and  Yellowstone 
Stage  Company  (Humphrey  &  Haynes)  enter  the  park  at  Eiverside, 
from  Monida,  a  station  on  the  Oregon  Short  Line,  and  travel  over  the 
same  route  as  the  other  stage  line,  as  follows :  Fountain  Hotel,  Upper 
Geyser  Basin,  over  continental  divide  to  Yellowstone  Lake,  Canyon, 
Norris,  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  ISTorris,  thence  via  Eiverside  to  Monida. 
The  steamboat  company  operates  one  steamboat,  which  makes  a  daily 
trip  on  the  lake.  Licensed  transportation  includes  a  number  of  individ- 
uals who  are  licensed  to  personally  conduct  parties  through  the  park, 
furnishing  the  necessary  camp  equipage  and  food. 

The  changes  in  the  road  system  of  the  park  during  the  past  year  and 
those  contemplated  for  the  coming  year  are  as  follows :  The  main  trav- 
eled road,  cut  off  Elk  Park  to  Gibbon  Meadow,  is  now  completed  and 
used  by  park  transportation  companies ;  the  road  along  Madison  Eiver 
from  falls  of  the  Firehole  Eiver  to  boundaries  of  park  completed  and 
used  by  the  Monida  and  Yellowstone  Stage  Company;  road  from  Upper 
Geyser  Basin  to  Lone  Star  Geyser,  is  being  used  by  the  same  company; 
road  is  projected  from  Canyon  Hotel  to  Yancey's. 

The  total  number  of  tourists  visiting  the  park  from"  opening  of 
season  (June  1)  to  September  30  was  6,534.  The  aggregate  number 
carried  over  the  regular  route  by  the  Yellowstone  National  Park 
Transportation  Company  was  2,196,  and  by  the  Monida  and  Yellow- 
stone Stage  Company,  234;  aggregate  number  carried  through  by 
licensed  transportation  of  personally  conducted  camping  parties,  890; 
aggregate  number  carried  through  in  private  transportation,  3,437; 
bicyclers,  foot  travelers,  etc.,  included.  During  the  season  2,256  tour- 
ists took  the  trip  across  Yellowstone  Lake  on  the  steamboat  of  the 
Yellowstone  Lake  Boat  Company.  Of  this  number,  those  who  came 
into  the  park  by  the  regular  stage  lines  numbered  1,225,  and  those 
who  went  through  the  park  by  other  means  of  transportation  num- 
bered 1,031. 

The  regulations  for  government  of  the  park,  established  and  enforced, 
though  sometimes  misunderstood  and  not  appreciated  by  a  few  of  the 
travelers  of  the  park,  seem  to  fully  and  completely  accomplish  the 
object  for  which  the  park  was  set  aside,  and  the  intentional  violators 
of  such  rules  and  regulations  of  the  park  have  been  very  few. 

The  system  of  enforcing  them  is  by  means  of  soldiers  stationed  at 

nearly  regular  distances  on  the  usually  traveled  routes,  who  patrol 

same,  and  especially  by  guards  from  these  stations,  who  are  always 

present  at  the  most  interesting  points,  thereby  preventing  their  dese- 
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oration  and  the  destruction  of  the  natural  phenomena.  It  lias  been  in 
force  for  some  years,  and  no  better  could  be  devised. 

A  complete  and  accurate  record  of  all  who  enter  and  travel  through 
the  park  is  kept  by  the  soldiers  stationed  at  the  various  points  in  the 
reservation,  except  those  who  enter  by  the  stage  lines,  a  record  of  whom 
is  kept  at  the  hotels. 

There  has  been  no  intentional  violation  of  terms  and  conditions  of 
any  lease  during  the  past  year.  During  the  season  the  Monida  and 
Yellowstone  Stage  Company  have  constructed  three  barns,  each  hold- 
ing from  8  to  12  horses,  with  additions  for  grain,  and  sleeping  quarters 
for  drivers  and  stock  tenders. 

The  park  has  been  exceptionally  exempt  from  forest  fires  this  year, 
due  not  only  to  the  thoroughness  with  which  the  patrol  work  was 
done,  but  also  to  the  growing  carefulness  in  reference  to  fires  exercised 
by  camping  parties  and  others.  But  two  fires  were  reported,  neither 
doing  much  damage,  being  brought  under  control  by  a  detail  of  oflQcers 
and  men. 

Leases  held  in  the  Yellowstone  Park  are  as  follows : 

Yellowstone  Part  Transportation  Company :  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  2  acres ;  Nor- 
ris,  2  acres;  Fountain,  1  acre;  Upper  Geyser  Basin,  2  acres;  Lake,  2  acres;  Canyon, 
1  acre,  building,  etc.,  for  the  accommodation  of  employees  and  stock. 

Yellowstone  Park  Association :  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  Mammoth  Hotel  and  com- 
missary; Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  Cottage  Hotel  and  Mammoth  Barn;  Fountain 
(Lower  Basin),  cottages;  Fountain,  Fountain  Hotel  and  barn;  Lake,  Lake  Hotel 
and  bam;  Canyon,  Canyon  Hotel,  pump  house,  and  barn;  Upper  Geyser  Basin,  hotel 
and  barn  (not  yet  constructed). 

Yellowstone  Lake  Boat  Company:  Near  Lake  Hotel,  2  acres;  Frank  Island,  2  acres; 
Stevensons  Island,  2  acres;  Dot  Island,  1  acre;  "West  Thumb,  1  acre;  Ways,  2  acres; 
Southeast  Arm,  2  acres ;  Dot  Island  Game  Corral,  2  acres ;  to  be  located  by  superin- 
tendent, 6  acres. 

William  W.  Humphrey  and  F.  Jay  Haynes :  At  Upper  Geyser  Basin,  Thumb,  Lake 
Outlet,  Grand  Canyon,  Norris  Geyser  Basin,  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  not  to  exceed  1 
acre  at  each  point ;  building,  etc.,  for  the  accommodation  of  employees  and  stock. 
(Assignments  not  yet  made. ) 

Jennie  H.  Ash :  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  dwelling,  post-office,  and  store. 

Ole  A.  Anderson :  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  dwelling  and  store. 

John  F.  Yancy :  Pleasant  Valley,  hotel. 

F.  J.  Haynes:  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  studio;  Upper  Geyser  Basin,  studio. 

Henry  E.  Klamer:  Upper  Geyser  Basin,  dwelling  and  store. 

The  Yellowstone  Park  Association  owns  and  controls,  under  lease 
from  the  Department,  hotels  at  the  following  places  in  the  park :  Mam- 
moth Hot  Springs,  Lower  Geyser  Basin,  Yellowstone  Lake,  and  Canyon ; 
also  lunch  stations  at  Norris  Geyser  Basin,  Tipper  Geyser  Basin,  and 
Yellowstone  Lake.  The  hotels  are  all  so  located  as  to  stage  travel  that 
tourists  using  this  transportation  always  finish  up  their  day's  journey 
at  a  hotel;  the  lunch  stations  being  merely  places  to  obtain  noonday 
refreshments  en  route.  The  hotels  have  been  well  conducted,  but  the 
association  reports  that  the  business  has  been  carried  on  at  a  loss  of 
about  $25,000. 
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It  asks  to  be  relieved  for  the  present  of  the  responsibility  of  con- 
structing a  new  and  much  needed  hotel  at  Upper  Geyser  Basin,  which, 
under  its  lease  of  ground  at  that  site,  is  to  be  completed  in  time  for 
the  tourist  season  next  year.  Frequent  demands  have  been  made  for 
a  hotel  at  this  wonderful  spot;  besides,  by  the  erection  of  this  hotel, 
the  present  route  through  the  park  will  be  so  divided  up  that  much 
fatigue  and  discomfort  to  the  tourist  will  be  avoided. 

Permanent  camps  were  established  during  the  year  by  W.  W.  Wylie, 
under  contract  with  the  Department,  at  the  following  points :  Apolli- 
naris  Spring,  Upper  Geyser  Basin,  Yellowstone  Lake,  and  Canyon, 
besides  lunch  stations  at  a  point  about  midway  between  Norris  and 
Lower  Geyser  Basiu,  near  the  Yellowstone  Lake. 

These  camps  seem  to  fulfill  a  demand  on  the  part  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  travelers  in  the  park  who  wish  to  enjoy  whatever  benefits  and 
pleasure  may  be  received  from  camp  life.  Inspections  made  from  time 
to  time  found  them  all  neat  and  clean. 

Frequent  inspections  have  been  made  of  all  stage  lines  and  other 
transportation,  of  the  hotels,  lunch  stations,  the  permanent  camps, 
and  of  the  steamer  on  the  Yellowstone  Lake.  The  transportation 
lines  have  given  excellent  service  to  their  patrons;  their  horses  and 
vehicles  are  always  in  flrst-class  coudition  and  their  personnel  polite, 
courteous,  and  efQcient.  The  hotels  are  thoroughly  clean  and  neat,  the 
food  of  the  best  quality  and  the  service  excellent,  and  fulfill  every 
requirement  of  the  traveling  public.    No  complaints  have  been  made. 

The  camps  and  lunch  stations  are  neat  and  clean  and  have  given 
satisfaction. 

A  number  of  trips  were  made  on  the  steamer  on  Yellowstone  Lake; 
it  was  always  found  to  be  in  perfect  condition  and  thoroughly  safe. 

Game  in  the  park,  excepting  buffalo,  is  reported  as  increasing  in 
numbers,  and  especially  is  this  true  of  deer,  elk,  antelope,  moose,  and 
mountain  sheep.  Black  bear  are  very  plentiful  and  have  proved  very 
destructive  to  the  stores  of  the  troops  on  station,  lunch  stations,  and 
campers.  If  they  continue  to  increase  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  take  steps  to  rid  the  park  of  the  yearly  increase. 
They  are  numerous  at  the  garbage  piles  of  the  hotels,  and  are  objects 
of  much  interest  and  enjoyment  to  the  tourists.  The  acting  superin- 
tendent estimates  that  there  are  probably  50  buffalo  yet  in  the  park, 
and  he  attributes  the  fact  that  they  are  not  increasing  to  too  much 
interbreeding.  He  believes  with  new  stock  introduced  into  the  herd  an 
increase  would  follow.  Coyotes  are  very  numerous  in  certain  sections, 
and  they  do  some  damage  to  the  young  elk,  but  the  young  deer  and 
antelope  are  their  particular  prey.  Beaver  are  more  plentiful  than  over 
before,  and  their  locations  are  carefully  watched  and  protected.  Otter 
are  abundant;  martens  plentiful;  foxes  are  in  goodly  number,  and 
there  are  many  muskrats. 

The  many  streams  and  lakes  were  largely  stocked  in  the  past  with 
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fish;  the  latter  have  multiplied,  despite  the  enormous  quantity  caught 
yearly,  and  there  is  yet  an  abundant  supply  in  all  the  streams. 

The  acting  superintendent  recommends  the  construction  of  a  new 
road  from  the  Canyon  northward,  following  the  canyon  of  the  Yfllow 
stone  River,  over  Mount  Washburn,  and  thence  by  way  of  Tower  Greek 
to  Yancey's,  and  thence  to  Mammoth  Hot  Springs.  From  the  Canyon 
to  Yancey's  by  the  eastern  trail  the  road  will  be  about  23  miles  long 
and  can  be  built  for  $45,000, 

From  Yancey's  to  Mammoth  Hot  Springs  is  20  miles.  Some  4  or  5 
miles  of  this  road  was  built  last  year,  leaving  some  15  miles  to  construct, 
costing  about  $15,000,  making  $60,000  in  all.  The  acting  superin- 
tendent recommends  that  this  amount  be  appropriated  for  this  specific 
purpose  in  addition  to  the  usual  appropriation  for  the  protection  and 
improvement  of  the  park.  The  construction  of  this  road  will  obviate 
the  necessity  of  visitors  going  over  from  28  to  42  miles  of  the  same 
road  twice. 

Appended  to  the  report  is  a  map  of  the  park  and  forest  reserve, 
showing  the  change  in  the  road  system  since  last  year. 

Under  date  of  February  1, 1898,  there  was  transmitted  to  Congress  a 
report  made  on  the  12th  of  January,  1898,  by  Col.  S.  B.  M.  Young,  Third 
United  States  Cavalry,  then  acting  superintendent  of  the  park,  recom- 
mending the  extension  of  the  limits  of  the  park,  and  submitting  a  draft 
of  a  bill  with  a  view  to  carrying  the  same  into  efiect. 

The  boundaries,  as  suggested  in  said  bill,  which  are  indicated  on  a 
map  accompanying  the  same,  would  extend  the  limits  of  the  park  so  as 
to  embrace  the  Yellowstone  Timber  Land  Reserve,  which  lies  on  the 
east  and  south  boundaries  of  the  park,  and  comprises  about  1,914 
square  miles;  all  that  portion  of  the  Teton  Forest  Reserve  lying  east 
of  the  summit  of  the  Teton  Range  and  comprising  about  1,050  square 
miles,  and  adjoins  the  Yellowstone  Timber  Land  Reserve  on  the  south; 
together  with  an  unreserved  area  of  about  30  square  miles  at  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  park  in  Idaho,  and  an  unreserved  area  of 
about  260  square  miles  at  the  northwest  corner  in  Montana. 

In  the  forest  reserves  are  fine  bodies  of  timber  which  it  is  important 
should  be  preserved  from  fires  because  of  its  value  as  timber,  as  well 
as  the  protection  to  watersheds  and  against  fires  running  into  the  park. 

It  is  reported  that  during  the  winter  months  the  large  game  from  the 
National  Park  herd  roam,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  in  the  areas 
proposed  to  be  included  within  the  park,  and  they  should  have  all  pro- 
tection possible  from  destruction  by  marauders  who  are  constantly  on 
the  watch  for  game  as  it  roams  out  of  the  park  limits.  The  State  game 
laws  are  applicable  to  the  forest  reserves  and,  for  this  reason,  it  is  im- 
practicable to  prevent  the  killing  of  game  in  the  reserves  in  the  same 
manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  it  is  prohibited  in  the  park.  The 
superior  discipline  of  regular  troops  makes  a  more  effective  patrol  than 
the  civil  forest  officers;  and  cavalry  can  cover  a  greater  extent  of  ter- 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR.    1493 

litory  with  more  expedition,  and  is  better  able  to  cope  with  trespassers 
than  are  forest  rangers. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  protecting  this  country,  which  has  an 
international  reputation  on  account  of  its  scenic  beauties,  and  to  throw 
additional  safeguards  about  the  big  game  whose  natural  home  is  the 
Irrational  Park,  and  to  protect  more  effectually  the  timber  embraced  in 
the  forest  reserves  adjoining  the  park,  I  think  it  a  wise  policy  that  tlie 
additional  areas  herein  described  be  embraced  in  and  placed  under  the 
laws  and  management  relating  to  the  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

Since  the  transmission  of  the  bill  hereinbefore  referred  to  for  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  petitions  have  been  made  to  the  Depart- 
ment by  residents  of  the  State  of  Wyoming  in  favor  of  including  the 
portion  of  the  timber-land  reserve  abutting  Yellowstone  Park  on  the 
south  within  the  metes  and  bounds  of  the  present  Teton  Forest 
Reserve,  and  the  addition  to  the  latter  of  certain  public  lands  on  the 
south  frequented  largely  by  game,  and  the  creating  therefrom  of  a  new 
national  park,  to  be  managed  separately  from  the  Yellowstone. 

The  claims  of  Mr.  Baronett,  on  account  of  a  bridge  built  by  him  over 
the  Yellowstone  Eiver,  and  those  of  Messrs.  McCartney  and  McGuirk, 
respectively,  for  improvements  made  within  the  park  prior  to  the  act  of 
dedication,  are  equitable  and  just,  and  payment  of  them  should  not  be 
longer  delayed.  Recommendations  have  been  made  in  the  annual 
reports  of  my  predecessors,  as  well  as  in  my  last  annual  report,  that 
Congress  make  proper  appropriation  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 
These  recommendations  are  renewed,  as  in  my  judgment  all  proprietary 
rights  within  the  park  should  be  removed. 

SEQUOIA,   YOSEMT'  E,   AND   GENERAL   GRANT  NATIONAX,  PARKS. 

Sequoia  Park  is  located  iu  Tulare  County,  Cal.,  and  has  an  area  of 
about  250  square  nules.  It  was  set  aside  by  act  of  Congress  approved 
September  25, 1890  (26  Stats.,  478),  and  was  placed  under  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with  authority  to  prescribe 
rules  and  regulations  necessary  or  proper  for  the  care  and  management 
thereof,  etc. 

Yosemite  National  Park  is  situated  in  Tuolumne,  Mariposa,  and 
Mono  counties,  Cal.,  and  entirely  surrounds  the  tract  of  land  known  as 
Yosemite  Valley,  granted  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  30, 
1894,  to  the  State  of  California  as  a  public  park.  It  covers  an  area  of 
about  1,512  square  miles,  being  36  miles  wide  and  about  42  miles  long. 

General  Grant  National  Park  is  situated  in  Mariposa  County,  Cal. 
and  contains  about  4  square  miles. 

The  lands  embraced  in  these  two  parks  were  set  aside  by  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  October  1,  1890  (26  Stats.,  650),  as  "reserved  forest 
lands,"  and  authority  was  conferred  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  prescribe  regulations  for  the  government  thereof. 
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In  the  Sequoia  and  General  Grant  parks,  respectively,  are  found  the 
finest  specimens  of  the  Sequoia  gigantea,  the  famous  "big  trees"  of 
California. 

Eules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  these  parks  were  pro- 
mulgated by  the  Department  in  1890,  and  have  continued  in  force  to 
the  present  time  without  modification.  No  penalty  has  ever  been  fixed 
by  Congress  for  the  violation  of  the  regulations  so  issued,  and  the  only 
penalty  that  it  has  been  practicable  to  impose  upon  persons  in  the  parks 
violating  the  same  is  that  of  ejectment  from  the  reservations  with  such 
force  as  the  circumstances  demanded. 

In  October  of  1890  the  Department  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  the  fact  that  the  great  regions  covered  by  the  acts  of 
Congress  above  referred  to  had  been  segregated  from  the  public  lands; 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was  charged  with  the  care  thereof, 
but  that  no  provision  had  been  made  by  Congress  to  enable  him  to  do 
so,  and  the  details  of  officers  and  troops  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
the  necessary  protection  for  such  reservations  was  solicited.  This 
request  was  complied  with,  and  the  detail  of  troops  for  the  protection 
of  said  parks  has  been  renewed  each  year  thereafter.  The  customary 
assignment  of  troops  was  made  early  in  the  spring  of  this  year  for  the 
protection  of  these  parks,  but  before  their  arrival  on  the  reservations 
the  exigencies  of  the  service,  consequent  upon  the  war  with  Spain, 
necessitated  their  withdrawal  in  order  that  they  might  form  a  part  of 
the  army  for  duty  in  the  Philippine  Islands. 

That  large  portions  of  the  lands  within  the  metes  and  bounds  of 
these  reservations  afford  excellent  grazing  facilities  for  sheep  and  cattle, 
is  well  known  in  California;  realizing  this  fact  and  owing,  no  doubt, 
to  the  lack  of  vegetation  on  the  usual  grazing  grounds,  consequent 
upon  the  severe  drought  which  existed  during  the  summer  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  California,  and  the  necessity  for  seeking  food  for  their  herds 
in  other  localities,  sheep  and  cattle  men  took  advantage  of  the  absence 
of  the  troops  usually  assigned  for  the  protection  of  the  parks,  to  drive 
their  animals  into  the  reservations  for  the  purpose  of  grazing  on  the 
park  lands,  practically  overrunning  them,  greatly  to  their  injury,  and 
doing  considerable  damage. 

Immediately  upon  this  unlawful  occupation  of  the  park  lands  being 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Department,  measures  were  taken  to 
prevent  a  continuance  thereof.  Notwithstanding  the  fact,  however, 
that  warning  was  given  through  the  medium  of  the  public  press  that 
trespassing  on  the  park  lands  was  in  violation  of  the  regulations  pre- 
scribed for  the  government  thereof,  and  ample  time  afforded  stockmen 
to  remove  their  trespassing  sheep  and  cattle  from  the  parks,  they  failed 
to  do  so.  Thereupon  I  directed  Special  Inspector  James  W.  Zevely  to 
proceed  from  Washington  to  the  parks  in  California  and  to  warn  the 
public  by  posters  and  advertisements  in  the  press  against  trespassing 
on  the  lands  within  the  metes  and  bounds  of  the  Yosemite,  Sequoia, 
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and  General  Grant  parks,  and  to  take  sucli  measures  as  were  necessary 
to  eject  trespassing  cattlemen  and  sheepmen  and  their  herds  from  the 
park  lands,  taking  note  of  the  names  of  the  offenders,  with  a  view  to 
the  institution  of  suits  against  them  should  such  course  be  deemed 
advisable. 

To  assist  him  in  the  work,  it  became  necessary  to  call  to  his  aid  the 
special  forest  agents  located  in  California.  Subsequently,  upon  appro- 
priation being  made  by  Congress  at  its  last  session  for  the  protection 
of  the  Tosemite  Park,  I  appointed  ten  assistant  superintendents  to  take 
the  place  of  the  forest  agents,  but  their  services  were  only  required  for 
one  month.  Special  Inspector  Zevely  was  designated  as  acting  super- 
intendent of  these  parks,  and  energetically  prosecuting  the  work 
intrusted  to  him,  removed  from  Tosemite  Park  approximately  189,500 
sheep,  300  horses,  and  1,000  cattle,  and  from  Sequoia  and  General 
Grant  parks  approximately  45,000  sheep,  and  in  addition  thereto,  suc- 
ceeded in  extinguishing  several  large  fires  occurring  in  the  park,  the 
latter  in  all  probability  originating  through  the  carelessness  or  mali- 
ciousness of  the  sheep  and  cattle  herders  who  were  being  ejected  from 
the  reservations. 

Special  Inspector  Zevely's  services  being  required  in  the  examination 
of  other  matters  connected  with  this  Department,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  at  my  earnest  solicitation  and  considering  the  exigencies  of  the 
case,  detailed  for  duty  in  the  parks  a  company  of  Utah  volunteer  cav- 
alry. Capt.  Joseph  E.  Caine  thereupon  assumed  charge  of  the  man- 
agement of  Yosemite  and  General  Grant  National  parks  on  September 
23, 1898,  and  Lieut,  Benner  X.  Smith  was  assigned  to  duty  in  Sequoia 
Park.  These  officers  and  their  men  were  engaged  on  this  assignment 
and  prosecuted  the  duties  intrusted  to  them  in  as  vigorous  a  manner 
as  the  force  in  their  respective  commands  permitted  until  October  29, 
1898,  when  by  reason  of  the  approach  of  winter  they  were  withdrawn 
for  the  season. 

The  organic  acts  setting  aside  the  lands  embraced  within  these 
parks  provide  no  penalty  for  the  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  regulations  for  the  management  thereof  prescribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  and  trespassers  have  therefore  entered  upon 
the  park  lands,  knowing  that  the  only  remedy  at  the  hands  of  the 
Government  for  violation  of  the  regulations  was  by  ejectment.  Expe- 
rience has  demonstrated  that  this  penalty  has  not  been  sufficient  to 
deter  them  from  entering  the  park  lands  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
game  or  grazing  sheep  or  cattle  if  their  own  interests  warrant  them 
in  pursuing  such  course.  Congress  should  therefore  provide  suitable 
legislation,  such  as  has  recently  been  enacted  regarding  the  Yellow- 
stone National  Park,  for  the  proper  punishment  of  persons  who  vio- 
late the  park  regulations,  and  I  shall  at  an  early  date  submit  to  that 
body  a  form  of  bill  which,  in  my  judgment,  will  remedy  the  existing 
defect  in  the  law. 
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In  the  several  anuual  reports  of  my  predecessors,  as  well  as  in  that 
submitted  by  me  to  you  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  fact  that  there  are 
numerous  private  holdings  on  these  reservations  was  adverted  to.  The 
aggregate  acreage  of  these  lands  in  which  the  Government  has  wholly 
parted  with  its  title  may  be  stated,  approximately,  to  be  55,064i^,  and 
that  in  which  title  has  not  fully  passed  from  the  United  States  to  be 
S67-^Jo%-  acres,  divided  as  follows:  In  the  Yosemite  National  Park, 
53,9311^0  acres  of  patented  lands  and  three  claims  embracing  327^^^ 
acres  on  which  patents  have  not  yet  issued;  in  the  Sequoia  National 
Park,  972-j^o  acres  of  patented  lands  and  one  claim  of  40  acres  on  which 
patent  has  not  yet  issued;  and  in  the  General  Grant  National  Park, 
160  acres  of  patented  lands. 

The  right  of  owners,  transferees,  or  lessees  of  such  lands  to  the  use 
thereof  for  lawful  purposes  has  always  been  recognized  by  the  Depart- 
ment, and  there  has  been  practically  no  interference  in  the  use  of  such 
property  except  where  it  was  desired  to  cut  timber  therefrom  or  graze 
sheep  or  cattle  thereon ;  in  such  cases  it  was  first  required  that  the 
metes  and  bounds  of  such  lands  be  properly  marked  and  defined,  so 
that  it  might  be  easily  determined  whether  the  lands  from  which  tim- 
ber was  cut  or  on  which  stock  grazed  was  within  the  limits  of  pat- 
ented lands  or  on  the  reservation  lands.  Furthermore,  that  in 
removing  timber  from  the  reservations  or  taking  animals  to  and  from 
patented  lands,  it  must  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  the  acting 
superintendent  of  the  park,  and  over  the  roads  and  trails  within  the 
park. 

Although  this  requirement  is  a  reasonable  one,  it  has  been  found  to 
be  extremely  difticult  of  enforcement.  Persons  controlling  these  pat- 
ented tracts  have  leased  the  same  to  stockmen,  well  knowing  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  their  use  would  be  permitted  by  the  Government. 
The  latter,  whether  with  knowledge  of  the  Departmental  regulations 
or  not,  have  taken  their  herds  to  these  patented  lands  for  grazing  pur- 
poses, and  have  permitted  their  herders  to  graze  their  animals  upon 
the  park  lands,  making  but  little  effort  to  keep  them  within  the  limits 
of  the  patented  lands.  These  depredators  have  caused  much  trouble, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  time  of  the  park  force  has  been  taken  up  in 
ascertaining  the  location  of  the  herds  within  the  parks  and  their  sub- 
sequent ejectment  if  found  roaming  on  the  reservation  lands. 

As  long  as  these  private  interests  are  permitted  to  remain  within 
these  reserves,  just  so  long  will  there  be  trouble  and  annoyance  to  this 
Department  in  their  protection.  Some  provision  should  therefore  be 
made  at  an  early  day  looking  to  the  extinguishment  of  these  holdings 
in  order  that  the  reserves  may  be,  as  an  entirety,  the  property  of  the 
Government,  as  in  that  way  alone  are  they  susceptible  of  being  satis- 
factorily protected.  To  that  end,  therefore,  I  have  to  recommend  that 
so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  4, 1897  (30  Stats.,  36) 
as  permits  the  relinquishment  by  owners  of  tracts  of  land  in  the  sev- 
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eral  forest  reservations  and  the  selection  in  lieu  thereof  of  vacant 
lands  in  other  localities  which  are  open  to  settlement,  be  extended  to 
these  parks. 

From  the  time  these  parks  were  set  aside  in  1890  and  placed  under 
the  control  of  this  Department  no  appropriation  has  been  made  by 
Congress  for  their  protection  up  to  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year. 
Upon  my  urgent  solicitation,  however,  and  presentation  of  the  press- 
ing necessity  for  providing  means  to  protect  these  reservations.  Con- 
gress at  its  last  session  made  a  small  appropriation  for  the  protection 
of  the  Tosemite  Park,  a  portion  of  which  was  used  in  the  ejecting  of 
sheep  and  cattle  men  from  that  park,  and  the  subduing  of  forest  fires, 
etc.,  therein.  This  appropriation  should  be  renewed  during  the  com- 
ing year  for  the  Tosemite  Park,  and  appropriations  should  also  be  made 
for  the  proper  protection  of  the  Sequoia  and  General  Grant  National 
parks,  the  same  necessity  existing  for  the  protection  of  the  one  as  for 
the  other;  and  I  have,  therefore,  to  earnestly  recommend  that  appro- 
priations for  the  protection  of  these  reserves  be  made  as  recommended 
in  the  annual  estimates  for  this  Department,  which  will  be  submitted 
to  Congress  through  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

HOT   SPRINGS  EESEKVATION. 

By  the  act  of  April  20, 1832  (4  Stats.,  505),  the  Hot  Springs,  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  together  with  four  sections  of  land,  including 
such  springs,  were  set  aside  and  reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of  the 
United  States. 

By  the  act  of  March  3, 1877  (19  Stats.,  378),  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners was  authorized  to  lay  out  into  squares,  blocks,  lots,  avenues, 
and  streets,  certain  tracts  of  land  in  the  county  of  Garland,  State  of 
Arkansas,  known  as  Hot  Springs  Eeservatiou.  Hot  Springs  Mountain, 
on  which  the  Hot  Springs  were  located,  was  reserved  from  sale,  the 
appointment  of  a  superintendent  thereof  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
was  provided  for,  and  the  levying  of  a  special  tax  by  the  latter  on  water 
taken  from  said  Hot  Springs  was  authorized,  the  moneys  arising  from 
water  rents  to  be  used  in  improvement  of  the  reservation. 

By  the  act  of  June  16, 1880  (21  Stats.,  288),  those  divisions  of  the  Hot 
Springs  Reservation,  known  as  the  mountainous  districts,  not  divided 
by  streets  on  the  maps  made  by  the  Hot  Springs  Commissioners,  but 
known  and  defined  on  the  map  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  as 
l^Torth  Mountain,  West  Mountain,  and  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain,  were  for- 
ever reserved  from  sale  and  dedicated  to  public  use  as  parks,  to  be 
known,  with  Hot  Springs  Mountain,  as  a  permanent  reservation.  These 
reservations,  together  with  the  Whittington  Avenue  Lake  Reserve,  a 
tract  of  land  in  the  city  of  Hot  Springs,  in  which  the  title  remained  in 
the  United  States,  aggregate  911.63  acres. 

The  hot  water  issues  from  the  base  and  side  of  the  Hot  Springs 
Mountain  and  the  actual  quantity  thereof  is  not  known;  that  which  is 
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under  control  and  being  used  to  supply  the  bath  houses  amounts  to 
about  538,000  gallons  daily,  and  the  amount  collected  and  passed 
through  the  impounding  reservoir  about  350,000,  making  a  total  quan- 
tity of  hot  water  under  control  of  about  888,000  gallons  a  day. 

William  J.  Little,  superintendent  of  the  Hot  Springs  Reservation, 
reports  that  the  principal  improvements  accomplished  during  the  past 
year  have  been  the  completion  of  the  Whittington  avenue  lakes  and 
park,  the  improvement  and  extension  of  the  roads  and  drives,  and 
building  additional  walks  and  drainage  on  the  permanent  reservation. 

One  new  bath  house  of  19  tubs  has  been  added  to  the  active  list, 
bringing  the  total  number  of  leases  up  to  twenty- four ;  of  these,  twenty 
are  active  bath  houses,  two  are  sanitariums,  one  lease  to  the  Hot 
Springs  Medical  Company  for  manufacturing  medicines,  and  one  lease 
to  John  J.  Sumpter,  under  which  no  bath  house  has  yet  been  erected. 

The  total  number  of  tubs  covered  by  all  these  leases  is  538,  requiring 
538,000  gallons  of  hot  water  daily  to  supply  them.  Eating  the  bathing 
capacity  of  each  tub  at  15  persons  per  day,  sufficient  bathing  accom- 
modations are  now  provided  for  8,070  persons  daily.  This  is  largely  in 
excess  of  present  requirements,  or  any  that  seem  likely  to  be  made  soon. 
The  whole  number  of  baths  given  by  them  has  been  324,207,  and  the 
total  number  of  baths  given  during  the  year,  including  184,690  given 
by  the  free  bath  house,  is  508,997. 

The  attendance  of  visitors  this  year  has  been  larger  than  for  some 
time  past,  and  the  bath  houses  have  seemed  to  enjoy  a  good  business 
for  the  first  time  in  three  or  four  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  bath  houses  and  bath-house  sites  on  and 
off  the  reservation  for  which  leases  have  been  granted  up  to  June  30, 
1898: 


Name  of  bath  house. 

Lessee. 

Tubs. 

Date  of  lease. 

Expires. 

On  the  permanent 

reservation. 

Arlington  Hotel 

S.  H.  Stitt  &  Co.  (Samuel  H.  Stitt,  Sam- 
uel W.  Fordyce,  Albert  B.  Gaines) ; 
assigned  to  Arlington  Hotel  Co. 

Mar.    3, 1892 

Mar.    2, 1912 

TTftw  !Rector        

Henry  M.  Rector  and  Mary  E.  Tellows ; 
assigned  to  Arlington   Hotel   Co., 

40 

do 

Do. 

A^  D  TT     J.Vl-'U  W*r  ■■■■»------- 

June  11, 1892. 

Hale 

LoganH.EootsandGeorgeH.Eastman. 

26 

Jan.     1,1893 

Dec.  31,1907 

IraDerial      

James  L.  Barnes  and  Charles  N.  Kix ; 

25 

Jan.     1,1892 

Deo.  31,1906 

^U^^VL  At*i  ^__*,  ---•■-■•-- 

Barnes  assigned  one-half  of  his  half 

interest  to  Charles  N.  Eix,  June  30, 

1892;  Charles  K".  Rix  assigned  his 

undivided  three-fourths  interest  to 

Fred.  N.  Eix,  Oct.  20, 1896. 

. 

Morris  C.  Tombler;  M.  C.  Tombler  as- 
signed to  D.  C.  Bucks  taff  one-third 

40 

Jan.     1,1897 

Deo.   31,1916 

interest,  May  10, 1898. 

Charles  B.  Piatt 

30 

Jan.     1, 1895 

Deo.  31,1909 

M&gnesjfl —  -•• 
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Name  of  Ijatb  house. 


Lessee. 


Tubs. 


Date  of  lease. 


Expires. 


On  tht  permanent 

reservation—ConVd. 

Horse  Shoe 

Palace 

Maurice 

Ozark 

Superior 

Rammelsherg 

Off  the  permanent 
reservation. 

Itockafellow's 

Eastman 

Alhambra 

Avenue 

St.  Joseph's  Infirmary 

Hot  Springs 

Park 

Rector 

"Waverly 

Cheshire 

Sumpter 


GreatNorthern  Hotel. . 


Alher  B.  Gaines  assigned  to  D.  Fellows 
Piatt,  July  30,  1896. 

Samuel  W.  Fordyce 

Charles  E.  Maurice,  Charles  G.  Con- 
vers,  and  William  G.  Maurice. 

George  G.  Latta  and  Lewis  H.  Carhart ; 
Lewis  H.  Carhart  assigned  his  inter- 
est to  Isaac  W.  Carhart,  May  23, 1895. 

Robert  Proctor  and  Samuel  S.  "Wilson ; 
Wilson  assigned  his  one-half  interest 
to  Henry  W.Myar.May  18,1898. 

George  H.  Buckstaff 

Charles  N.  Bockafellow 

New  York  Hotel  Co 

Edward  H.,  AnnaM.,  and  Carroll  D. 

Bancroft,  doing  business  under  the 

firm  name  of  the  Alhambra  Bath 

House  Co. 

Avenue  Hotel  Co 

Sister  Mary  Aloysius,  local  superior  of 

St.  Joseph's  Infirmary. 
Mark  J.  and  C.  H.  V.  Smith ;  assigned 

to  Mark  J.  Smith  Feb.  2,  1893. 

Park  Hotel  Co 

Henry  M.  Rector 1 

New  Waverly  Hotel  Co 

Cheshire  Improvement  Co.,  Limited. . . 

John  J.  Sumpfcer 

Hot  Springs  Medical  Co.  (500  gallons 

daily). 
Cumel  S.  Williamson 


16 


18 


Jan.  1, 1897 

Jan.  12,1893 

Jan.  1,1807 

Jan.  1, 1892 


Sept.  15, 1896 


Jan.     1, 1892 


July  1,1895 
May  12,1892 
Feb.  28,1894 


Jan.  1, 1898 
Deo.  31,1896 

Jan.  1, 1893 

May  12,1892 
Apr.  16,1894 
Mar.  24, 1893 
Aug.  7,1895 
Mar.  7,1894 
July  24,1894 

May  15,1897 


Dec.  31,1909 


Dec.  31,1906 
Dec.  31,1916 


Dec.   31,1902 


Sept.  14, 1906 


Deo.  31,1898 


June  30, 1898 
May  12,1912 
Feb.  28,1914 


Dec.  31,1902 
Dec.  31,1901 

Dec.   31,1902 

May  12,1912 
Apr.  16,1904 
Mar.  24,1913 
Aug.  7,1905 
Mar.  7,1904 
July  24, 1904 

May  15,1912 


The  free  bath  house  has  furnished  free  baths  to  a  larger  number  of 
indigent  people  than  any  year  since  its  establishment,  and  has  either 
cured  or  greatly  benefited  at  least  75  per  cent  of  all  persons  to  whom 
the  baths  were  furnished.  The  bath  house  has  been  open  continuously, 
and  the  average  number  of  persons  furnished  baths  daily  has  been  506; 
of  these  297  were  white  men,  42  white  women,  106  colored  men,  and  61 
colored  women. 

A  free  dispensary  was  established  in  May,  1898,  in  the  second  story 
of  the  free  bath  house,  under  charge  of  Dr.  H.  O.  Perley,  United  States 
Army,  and  much  good  has  been  done  by  way  of  medical  advice  to  the 
indigent  people  who  use  free  baths. 

The  Whittingtou  avenue  improvement,  consisting  of  two  small  lakes 
and  a  park,  has  been  completed  within  the  amount  of  the  appropriation 
of  $30,000,  and  was  opened  to  the  public  on  June  30,  1898,  since 
which  time  it  has  been  in  constant  use,  and  is  much  appreciated  by 
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invalids  now  residing  here.  The  area  of  this  reservation  is  only  11 
acres,  nearly  half  of  which  is  taken  up  by  the  lakes.  The  park,  which 
covers  the  balance  of  the  grounds,  is  even  at  this  time,  with  only  a  half 
year's  growth  on  the  shrubbery  and  flowers,  a  beautiful  park,  and 
cffords  mnch  pleasure  and  enjoyment  to  both  visitors  and  citizens. 

The  hot-water  drinking  fountains,  five  in  number,  and  the  Fountain 
street  cold  spring  are  much  resorted  to  and  used  both  by  visitors  and 
citizens.  The  park,  in  the  midst  of  which  the  springs  rise  and  in  which 
the  fountains  are  located,  is  constantly  kept  in  the  best  possible  state 
of  cultivation  and  is  the  distinctive  and  attractive  feature  of  Hot 
Springs. 

About  30  acres  of  the  grounds  on  Hot  Springs  Mountain  have  been 
brought  under  cultivation  for  park  purposes  and  much  preliminary 
work  has  been  done  on  from  30  to  40  acres  additional.  The  roads  and 
drives  on  the  Hot  Springs  Mountain  have  received  such  repairs  and 
attention  as  was  necessary  and  have  been  in  constant  use.  These  drives 
enter  the  reservation  through  the  main  entrance  on  Central  avenue, 
through  the  grounds  of  the  Army  and  Navy  General  Hospital  and 
from  Fountain  street,  and  are  about  3J  miles  in  length. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  October  2, 1888  (25  Stats.,  527),  $31,000 
was  appropriated  for  providing  a  system  of  reservoirs,  pumps,  piping, 
and  for  other  purposes  necessary  to  the  collection  and  economical  dis- 
tribution of  hot  water  on  the  Hot  Springs  Eeservation.  Pursuant 
to  this  authority  a  plan  for  the  collection,  impounding,  and  pumping 
of  the  hot  waters  was  adopted  and  contracts  for  the  work  were  let. 
Prior,  however,  to  the  completion  of  the  work  upon  the  system,  in  June 
of  1891,  Congress  passed  a  law  on  the  3d  of  March,  1891  (26  Stats.,  844), 
the  sixth  section  of  which  provided — 

That  the  authority  heretofore  conferred  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  col- 
lect the  hot  water  upon  said  reservation  shall  he  so  construed  as  to  require  water  to 
be  collected  only  where  such  collection  is  necessary  for  its  proper  distribution,  and 
not  where  by  gravity  the  same  can  be  properly  utilized. 

All  bath  houses  on  the  reservation  are  supplied  by  gravity,  and  those 
off  the  reservation  where  not  supplied  by  gravity  are  required  to  pump 
the  hot  water  from  the  impounding  reservoir  at  their  own  expense. 
The  effect  of  this  law  ha.s  been  to  render  the  use  of  the  pumping  plant 
unnecessary,  and  the  pump  has  not  been  in  operation  since  its  installa- 
tion. Directions  have  accordingly  been  given  by  the  Department  to 
the  superintendent  to  remove  these  pumping  engines  from  the  pit  in 
the  pumping- station  building  and  properly  store  them  in  another  part 
thereof;  also  to  fit  up  this  building  in  a  suitable  manner  so  that  it  may 
be  used  as  an  office  for  the  superintendent  of  the  reservation,  so  that 
persons  desiring  information  touching  the  reservation  and  the  bath 
houses  thereon  may  not  be  compelled  to  go  to  the  present  ofi&ce  build- 
ing on  Fountain  street,  which  is  considerable  distance  from  the  bath 
houses,  to  procure  the  same. 
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The  part  of  the  Hot  Spriugs  Creek  Arch  which  traverses  the  reser- 
vation frout  requires  attention  and  some  repairs  after  almost  every 
heavy  rain.  The  walls  are  often  undermined  by  the  volume  of  water 
which  passes  through  and  the  swiftness  of  the  current.  Such  damage 
as  has  occurred  has  been  promptly  repaired  and  the  arch  is  at  present 
in  good  condition. 

A  table  is  submitted  in  the  superintendent's  report  showing  the 
number  of  tubs  in  each,  the  rate  per  course  charged  for  baths,  the  cost 
of  the  bath  house,  the  number  of  baths  given,  the  amount  received 
therefor,  the  per  cent  of  gross  earnings  on  the  cost  of  the  house,  and 
the  earnings  per  tub;  also  the  number  of  attendants  and  helpers 
employed,  and  the  amount  paid  to  them  for  attendants'  fees,  by  which 
it  appears  that  the  bath  houses  received  for  baths  $101,799  and  the 
attendants  $33,870,  making  a  total  of  $135,669.  The  whole  amount  of 
money  invested  in  bath  houses  in  Hot  Springs  is  $569,733. 

The  solicitation  of  patronage  for  the  bath  houses  is  still  being  carried 
on,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  suppress  the 
same.  The  practice  is  continued  largely  through  the  instrumentality 
of  physicians  known  as  "drumming  doctors,"  who  pay  their  solicitors 
from  40  to  75  per  cent  of  the  fees  received  by  them  from  the  patients 
brought  in  for  treatment.  Of  the  90  physicians  practicing  in  Hot 
Spriugs,  it  is  represented  that  from  40  to  45  solicit  patronage,  or 
practice  through  public  or  licensed  drummers.  The  .superintendent 
expresses  the  opinion  that  this  evil  can  be  corrected  by  the  appointment 
of  a  board  of  three  eminent  physicians  to  examine  and  pass  upon  the 
qualifications  of  all  the  physicians  practicing  upon  the  reservation,  and 
prescribing  the  use  of  the  hot  waters,  and  prohibiting  bath-house  lessees 
&om  bathing  any  person  receiving  medical  advice  from  a  physician 
who  does  not  hold  a  certificate  from  such  medical  examining  board. 
The  authority,  however,  of  the  Department  to  ijrescribe  a  regulation 
under  which  such  recommendation  could  be  carried  into  effect  is  very 
doubtful. 

The  report  recommends  that  the  157  platted  lots  in  the  reservation 
be  disposed  of  by  public  sale  in  March  or  April,  1899,  that  time  being 
regarded  as  a  favorable  one  for  such  action. 

The  total  receipts  from  bath  houses  and  hot- water  rents  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30, 1898,  is  $18,171.25;  the  disbursements  by  the  super- 
intendent for  salaries;  superintendence,  repairs,  fuel,  lights,  water,  etc., 
$12,388.16;  disbursed  through  the  Department  for  improvements  on 
the  reservation,  $6,517.52. 

Of  the  original  amount  set  aside  from  the  moneys  in  the  Treasury  for 
the  reservation  fund  for  the  improvement  of  the  Whittington  Lake 
Eeserve  there  was  expended  during  the  year  $5,938.08,  making  a  total 
expenditure  of  $29,590.08,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $409.92 
on  account  of  the  allotment. 
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CASA  CrEANDE  EUIN. 

The  Casa  Grande  ruin,  located  near  Florence,  in  the  Territory  of 
Arizona,  is  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  relics  of  a  prehistoric  age  and 
people  remaining  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  The  land  on 
which  it  is  located  is  part  of  480  acres  reserved  from  settlement  by 
Executive  order  dated  June  22, 1892.  At  the  date  of  discovery  by  one 
Padre  Kino,  in  1694,  it  was  then  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  a  subject  of  record  by  explorers  and  historians.  This 
structure,  like  others  erected  by  the  most  advanced  among  .the  native 
races  in  the  Southwest,  is  of  perishable  material,  being  built  of  cajon — 
that  is,  of  puddled  clay,  molded  into  walls,  dried  in  the  sun. 

In  my  last  annual  report  attention  was  directed  to  the  necessity  of  a 
sufflcient  appropriation  in  order  to  provide  a  proper  protection  for  this 
ruin  from  the  elements.  The  custodian  of  the  ruin,  Eev.  Isaac  T.  Whit- 
temore,  in  a  recent  report,  states  that  the  walls  are  in  a  fair  state  of 
preservation,  but  can  not  continue  so  many  years  longer  without  a  roof, 
as  the  detrition  is  from  the  upper  edge,  rain  trickling  down  and  leaving 
cracks.  In  order  to  prevent  further  disintegration  of  this  historic  relic, 
it  is  suggested  that  an  appropriation  of  $2,000  be  made  by  Congress  to 
be  used  for  the  protection  and  preservation  thereof. 

ELEEMOSYNARY  INSTITUTIONS. 

THE   GOVERNMENT  HOSPITAL   FOR   THE   INSANE. 

This  hospital  was  established  by  act  of  March  3, 1855  (10  Stat.,  682). 
It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  visitors — nine  citizens  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  appointed  by  the  President — and  it  is  supported  in  part  by 
Congressional  appropriations  and  in  part  by  receipts  from  pay  patients, 
the  expenditure  of  which  is  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  (sec.  4858,  Eev.  Stat.).  The  institution  has  an  area 
of  350  acres  of  land,  known  as  St.  Elizabeth,  from  title  of  the  original 
grant;  also  outlying  agricultural  lands  of  an  extent  upward  of  450 
acres.  The  18  hospital  buildings  can  comfortably  accommodate  1,500 
patients. 

The  title  of  the  entire  property  is  in  the  United  States,  and  -its  esti- 
mated cost  is  something  over  $1,000,000. 

It  is  the  only  hospital  for  the  insane  in  the  United  States  which  is 
exclusively  under  Federal  control.  The  law  provides  for  the  admission 
thereto  of  the  insane  of  the  Army  (including  civilians  becoming  so  dis- 
eased while  in  the  employ  of  the  Quartermaster's  and  Subsistence 
Departments)  on  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  the  Navy  and 
Marine  Corps  on  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  the  Revenue- 
Cutter  Service,  and  Marine-Hospital  Service  on  the  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury;  inmates  of  the  National  Homes  for  Disabled 
Volunteer  Soldiers  on  the  order  of  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the  Homes;  inmates  of  the  Soldiers'  Home  of  Washington, 
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D.  0.,  on  the  order  of  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
the  Home;  insane  United  States  convicts;  persons  charged  with  offenses 
against  the  United  States  and  in  the  actual  custody  of  its  officers  when 
found  to  be  insane,  and  persons  charged  with  the  crime  before  the  courts 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior; and  the  indigent  insane  of  the  District  of  Columbia  on  the  order 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  words  "insane 
persons"  and  "lunatic"  are  defined  in  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the 
United  States  as  including  every  idiot,  non  compos,  lunatic,  and  insane 
person ;  hence  imbecile  and  weak  minded  persons  are  frequently  sent 
to  the  hospital  from  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  annual  report  of  the  board  of  visitors  shows  that  during  the  year 
2,204  persons  have  been  under  treatment,  nearly  100  more  than  any 
previous  year;  351  have  died  or  were  discharged;  1,853  remained  in 
the  hospital  June  30, 1898.  The  number  of  admissions,  437,  has  not 
been  exceeded  since  the  closing  years  of  the  civil  war,  and  is  attributed 
to  the  increase  of  the  Army  and  development  of  the  Navy  since  war 
was  declared  against  Spain.  The  number  of  deaths,  197,  was  8.94  per 
cent  of  the  whole  number  under  treatment,  which  is  more  than  1.5  per 
cent  above  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  is  attributable  to  the  advanc- 
ing age  and  incident  infirmity  of  a  majority  of  the  inmates  rather  than 
to  any  prevailing  disease. 

Congress,  at  its  last  session,  provided  for  a  survey  of  the  flats  along 
the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac  abutting  the  hospital  property, 
looking  to  their  reclamation  in  the  near  future.  The  importance  of 
this  work  is  commented  upon  and  the  hope  expressed  that  it  may  pro- 
gress without  interruption  to  the  transformation  of  the  noisome  flats 
into  hygienic  pleasure  grounds. 

Extensive  building  operations  have  been  carried  on  during  the  year. 
A  group  of  four  buildings  of  the  pavilion  type  for  infirm  soldiers  and 
sailors  from  the  National  Homes  has  been  completed.  These  buildings 
afford  an  indoor  and  outdoor  provision  for  100  bedridden  and  feeble 
men.    An  extension  to  the  building  for  colored  males  is  well  under  way. 

There  were  362  colored  inmates  remaining  under  treatment  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  of  whom  209  were  males  and  153  females. 

The  commitments,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  of  insane  per- 
sons from  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  Government  Hospital  for 
the  Insane  was  for  many  years  made  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
sections  4844,  4845,  and  4846  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States,  the  question  of  sanity  being  determined  by  the  sworn  statement 
of  two  respectable  physicians.  This  procedure  was  undoubtedly 
intended  by  the  Congress  which  enacted  the  law  to  be  all  that  was  nec- 
essary to  determine  the  sanity  and  provide  for  the  care  of  the  unfortu- 
nate person.  The  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  however, 
in  a  decision  rendered  in  re  Bryant  (3  Maokey,  489),  a  pay  patient  com- 
mitted under  sections  4853  and  4854,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
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States,  held  such  commitment  to  be  without  authority  of  law,  inasmuch 
as  no  jury  trial  had  been  had  to  determine  the  question  of  his  sanity. 
Subsequently,  the  rule  laid  down  in  this  case  was  held  to  apply  to  per- 
sons committed  under  sections  4844, 4845,  and  484(i,  Revised  Statutes  of 
the  United  States,  Mr.  Justice  James,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  stating,  in  effect,  that  the  whole  matter  of  the  care  of  insane 
persons  in  the  District  of  Columbia  is  regulated  by  the  Maryland  act 
of  1785,  which  contemplates  an  inquiry  as  to  sanity  by  a  jury. 

Following  this  judical  decision  the  mode  of  procedure  has  been 
changed,  and  residents  of  the  District  of  Columbia  are  now  brought 
before  a  marshal's  jury,  their  mental  condition  ascertained  after  the 
antiquated  procedure  of  the  Maryland  law  of  1785,  before  they  are 
committed  to  the  hospital  by  the  District  authorities. 

The  attention  of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  of  Congress  to  Investi- 
gate Charities  and  Reformatory  Institutions  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia was  called  to  the  abuse  under  this  procedure,  as  well  as  to  the 
accumulation  of  nonresident  insane  from  the  District  in  the  hospital 
from  the  want  of  power  or  funds  on  the  part  of  the  District  authorites 
to  remove  them,  and  the  committee  communicated  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  regarding  the  matter.  The  board  of  visitors  to  the  hos- 
pital, at  the  instance  of  the  Department,  caused  a  bill  to  be  prepared 
which,  in  their  opinion,  not  only  provided  an  efflcient  procedure  for 
admission  to  the  Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  but  protected 
the  United  States  and  the  District  from  the  expenses  and  charge  of 
insane  persons  who  did  not  reside  in  the  District  at  the  time  they 
became  mentally  disqualified.  This  bill,  which  was  transmitted  to  the 
joint  committee  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  favorable  action  by 
Congress,  is  of  the  utmost  importance  and  should  become  a  law  at  an 
early  day. 

In  the  sundry  civil  bill  approved  July  1, 1898,  Congress  provided  for 
the  legal  custody  of  funds  belonging  to  inmates  of  the  Government 
Hospital  for  the  Insane  and  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  hospital 
authorities,  by  authorizing  the  superintendent  to  deposit  the  same  in 
the  United  States  Treasury  in  his  name  as  agent,  drawing  from  the 
same  by  check  from  time  to  time  as  needed,  under  regulations  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  giving  a  separate  bond 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duty  thus  devolved  upon  him. 

These  regulations,  copy  of  which  is  hereto  appended  (Exhibit  H), 
have  been  promulgated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  funds  of 
the  character  referred  to  in  the  act  are  now  disbursed  in  accordanciB 
therewith.. 

The  amount  required  for  current  expenses  (support,  clothing,  and 
treatment)  for  the  institution  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  is 
estimated  at  $407,000.  This  is  based  on  an  annual  cost  of  $220  per 
capita  for  an  estimated  average  number  of  1,850  persons  of  the  various 
classes  at  the  institution. 
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Appropriations  are  solicited,  of  $15,000  for  general  repairs  and 
improvements;  $25,000  for  a  chapel  building;  $4,500  for  a  slaughter- 
house, mule  stables,  and  cart  sheds  on  stock  farm;  $6,000,  central 
plant  for  hot- water  piping;  $5,000  for  renewing  plumbing  and  tiling 
baths  and  toilets,  two  sections  old  buildings;  $2,500  for  continuing 
brick  pavements;  $2,500  for  erecting  three  fire  escapes,  with  stand- 
pipe  and  hose;  $1,500  for  furnishing  west  lodge  extension,  a  building 
for  colored  male  patients;  $5,000  for  flreprooflng  floors,  brick  partition, 
and  piazzas,  Atkins  Hall,  and  $31,250  for  additional  accommodations, 
cottage  provisions  for  working  patients. 

A  deficiency  appropriation  of  $12,003  for  support,  1898,  and  $22,000 
for  support,  1899,  is  also  asked  for,  necessitated  by  an  increase  of  nearly 
100  patients  in  excess  of  number  estimated  for  1898  and  1899  and  an 
advance  of  over  $10,000  in  prices  of  supplies  for  1899. 

THE   FREEDMBN'S   HOSPITAL   AND   ASYLUM. 

The  Freedmen's  Hospital  was  appropriated  for  and  placed  under 
control  of  the  Secretary  of  War  by  act  of  March  5, 1871  (10  Stats.,  506), 
and  transferred  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  by  act  of  June  23, 
1874  (18  Stats.,  223).  It  occupies  3J  acres  of  leased  ground  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  on  which  are  eight  buildings.  Six  were  constructed 
by  the  lessors,  and  two,  at  a  cost  of  $4,000,  under  appropriation  by 
Congress  therefor.  Five  buildings  used  for  hospital  purposes  have  a 
capacity  for  250  patients.  The  remaining  three  are  administrative 
buildings.  The  title  of  property  is  in  the  trustees  of  the  Howard  Uni- 
versity, and  its  estimated  value  is  $304,000.  The  supervision  and 
control  of  expenditure  of  appropriation  was  transferred  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  District  of  Columbia  by  act  of  March  3, 1893  (27  Stats., 
551).  The  appointive  and  general  administrative  power,  however,  is 
still  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

For  some  time  subsequently  to  the  rendition  of  the  last  annual  report 
it  was  apparent  that  the  condition  of  afl'airs  at  Freedmen's  Hospital 
and  Asylum  was  such  as  to  necessitate  changes  in  its  internal  manage- 
ment. Action,  however,  in  the  matter  was  delayed  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  a  joint  select  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives  were  engaged  in  making  an  investigation  of  the  charities  and 
reformatory  institutions  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  it  seemed 
probable  that  as  a  result  of  the  action  of  such  committee  this  Depart- 
ment might  be  relieved  of  the  supervision  of  the  hospital. 

On  May  12, 1898,  in  consequence  of  the  growing  urgency  of  the  case, 
I  appointed  George  W.  Evans,  John  J.  Darby,  M.  D.,  and  William  T. 
Pierson,  of  this  Department,  a  board  of  visitors  to  the  Freedmen's 
Hospital  and  Asylum,  with  instructions  to  make  a  thorough  inquiry  as 
to  the  exact  condition  of  affairs  at  the  institution.  As  a  consequence 
of  their  report,  which,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  dated 
June  30, 1898,  was  submitted  to  that  body  (Senate  Doc.  352,  Fifty-fifth 
Ab.  98 95 
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Congress,  second  session),  a  new  classification  of  the  employees  was 
made,  many  irregularities  in  the  administration  methods  were  corrected, 
and  rales  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  hospital  were 
prescribed. 

Inasmuch  as  the  joint  select  committee  above  referred  to  has  not  yet 
fully  completed  its  labors,  I  refrain  from  making  any  recommendations 
for  legislative  action  touching  this  hospital  and  its  management. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Curtis,  surgeon  in  chief,  reports  that  the  number  remain- 
ing in  the  hospital  June  30,  1897,  was  160.  During  the  year  2,149 
patients  were  admitted,  of  whom  1,393  were  males  and  576  females; 
206  children  were  born,  making  a  total  of  2,205  in  the  hospital;  2,085 
patients  were  discharged  and  172  died,  leaving  148  remaining  in  the 
hospital  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1898. 

Of  the  2,149  patients  admitted,  658  were  natives  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  80  of  foreign  countries,  and  the  remainder  (1,401)  of  the  sev- 
eral States  and  Territories. 

In  the  surgical  department  there  were  234  operations,  many  of  them 
of  a  difftcult  character.  Of  these  214  were  cured,  11  improved,  4  unim- 
proved, and  5  died.  There  were  855  visits  to  the  eye-and-ear  depart- 
ment— 683  for  treatment  of  the  eye  and  172  for  treatment  of  the  ear. 
In  the  obstetrical  department  there  were  206  patients.  The  number 
treated  in  the  out-patient  department  was  very  large,  aggregating  2,786. 

In  the  training  school  for  nurses  70  formal  applications  for  admission 
were  received ;  17  were  admitted  on  probation,  13  were  accepted,  and 
3  dismissed.  Seventeen  graduated  in  May,  and  there  are  32  nurses 
enrolled  in  the  school  at  present. 

The  buildings  and  grounds  occupied  by  this  institution  have  been 
leased  from  Howard  University  at  the  rate  of  $4,000  per  annum.  The 
contract,  however,  has  provided  usually  that  the  medical  college  con- 
nected with  Howard  University  shall  be  accorded  clinical  facilities  in 
connection  with  Freedmen's  Hospital.  As  a  result  of  the  latter  the 
relations  between  the  Howard  University  and  Freedmen's  Hospital 
have  been  very  close.  The  surgeon  in  chief  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  buildings  occupied  do  not  properly  accommodate  the  institu- 
tion, are  badly  in  need  of  repairs,  and  that  if  it  is  intended  to  continue 
he  hospital  as  a  Federal  institution  Congress  should  jirovide  better  - 
and  more  modern  hospital  buildings. 

The  surgeon  in  chief  also  directs  attention  to  University  Park,  which 
faces  Freedmen's  Hospital,  and  states  that  it  is  a  grave  menace  to 
health,  that  "  the  reservation  is  overgrown  with  noxious  ferns  and  tall 
weeds,  matted  with  filth  and  rubbish  after  each  rainfall.  This  pollution 
floods  the  hospital  grounds  to  the  depth  of  several  inches.  The  reser- 
vation during  the  day  is  made  a  camping  ground  by  the  vicious  and 
lazy,  while  at  night  it  affords  a  safe  retreat  for  tramps  and  criminals." 
He  urges  that  the  attention  of  Congress  should  be  called  to  the  matter, 
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in  order  that  some  steps  may  be  taken  to  make  such  improvements  as 
are  necessary  to  prevent  disease  and  add  to  the  appearance  of  the 
park. 

Appended  to  the  report  are  tabulated  statistics  of  the  hospital  for 
the  year  ended  June  30, 1898. 

HOWARD   UNIVERSITY. 

Howard  University  was  established  by  act  of  March  2,  1867  (14 
Stats.,  438),  "for  the  education  of  youth  in  the  liberal  arts  and  sci- 
ences." It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  trustees,  on  which  Congress  is 
represented  by  one  Senator  and  two  Eepresentatives.  It  is  supported 
in  part  by  funds  from  benevolent  societies  and  in  part  from  appropria- 
tions by  Congress. 

No  tuition  is  charged,  except  in  the  medical  school.  The  expendi- 
ture of  the  Congressional  appropriations  is  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  area  of  grounds  controlled  by  the 
corporation  located  in  the  District  of  Columbia  is  about  20  acres,  the 
title  of  which  inheres  in  the  trustees.  There  are  five  administration 
buildings  and  five  dwellings  used  by  the  corps  of  instructors.  The 
estimated  value  of  the  entire  property  is  about  $550,000. 

The  president,  J.  E.  Eankin,  D.  D.,  reports  that  the  university  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  never  has  been  so  well  attended  as  during  the 
past  year,  the  number  of  pupils  being  623,  as  against  598  for  the  pre- 
vious year.  Excellent  progress  in  the  work  has  been  made,  and  the 
standard  of  the  school  has  been  materially  raised. 

The  pupils  come  from  37  different  States  and  Territories  and  also 
from  Burma,  Bulgaria,  Canada,  Korea,  Japan,  Switzerland,  Turkey, 
the  West  Indies,  and  South  America.  A  large  percentage  of  the  stu- 
dents come  from  places  outside  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  though 
they  are  entitled  to  no  school  privileges  here,  are  taught  as  economic- 
ally as  they  could  be  elsewhere. 

The  university  has  six  departments :  The  preparatory,  in  which  101 
students  entered  and  13  withdrew,  leaving  88  in  attendance;  the  col- 
legiate department,  in  which  44  entered,  8  withdrew,  and  9  graduated, 
leaving  37  in  attendance;  the  normal  department,  in  which  184  entered 
and  64  withdrew,  leaving  120  in  attendance;  the  medical  department, 
in  which  160  entered,  12  withdrew,  and  44  graduated,  leaving  104  in 
attendance;  the  law  department,  in  which  96  entered,  8  withdrew,  and 
35  graduated,  leaving  a  class  of  53;  the  theological  department,  in 
which  36  students  entered  and  8  withdrew,  leaving  28  in  attendance  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Each  of  these  departments  was  provided  with  an 
excellent  corps  of  teachers  and  the  work  in  each  was  well  sustained. 

A  course  of  lectures  in  pedagogy  was  delivered  during  the  year,  to 
which  all  advanced  students  in  the  university  and  all  teachers  of  the 
colored  public  schools  of  Washington  were  invited.    It  is  proposed  to 
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continue  this  important  branch  during  the  coming  year,  though  no  pro- 
vision has  been  made  by  Congress  for  the  salary  of  a  professor  of  ped- 
3'f  ogy?  and  the  trustees  request  that  Congress  appropriate  $1,500  for 
that  purpose. 

The  university  has  expended  during  the  year  something  over  $3,000 
for  repairs  of  building,  of  which  sum  $1,000  was  appropriated  by  Con- 
gress. The  buildings,  it  is  stated,  are  old  and  need  constant  attention, 
and  an  appropriation  of  $1,000  for  repairs  is  solicited. 

The  report  also  directs  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
the  University  Park  lying  between  the  Freedmen's  Hospital  and  the 
university  grounds.  This  park  contains  about  11  acres,  well  wooded 
with  oak  trees,  and  was  conveyed  to  the  United  States  in  1882  by  the 
Howard  University  to  be  used  as  a  public  park  upon  the  condition  that 
when  it  should  cease  to  be  used  as  such  the  title  thereto  would  revert 
to  the  university.  This  donation  was  accepted  by  Congress  in  the  act 
approved  June  16, 1882  (22  Stats.,  104).  Although  sixteen  years  have 
elapsed  since  such  acceptance,  nothing  has  been  done  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  grade,  drain,  fence,  or  in  any  way  protect  it.  Its  unsanitary 
condition  calls  for  immediate  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
and  adequate  appropriation  should  be  made  by  Congress  for  its  early 
improvement. 

Appended  to  the  report  is  a  detailed  statement  showing  the  appor- 
tionment of  appropriation  for  the  institution  made  by  Congress  and  the 
various  purposes  for  which  it  was  expended. 

COLUMBIA  INSTITUTION  FOE   THE   DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

This  institution  was  established  by  act  of  February  16,  1857  (11 
Stats.,  161).  It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  directors,  on  which  Congress 
is  represented  by  one  Senator  and  two  Eepresentatives,  and  is  sup- 
ported mainly  by  Congressional  appropriation,  and  in  part  by  tuition 
fees,  etc.  The  admission  of  all  beneficiaries  to  the  institution  are  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  the  latter 
was,  up  to  and  including  June  30, 1898,  charged  with  the  supervision 
of  the  expenditure  of  Congressional  appropriations. 

It  occupies  100  acres  of  ground,  located  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
2  acres  of  which  were,  at  the  organization  of  the  institution,  donated 
by  the  Hon.  Amos  Kendall  and  the  balance  purchased  by  Congres- 
sional appropriations.  The  title  of  the  entire  property  is  vested  in  the 
United  States,  as  trustee.  There  are  seven  administration  buildings, 
and  six  dwellings  used  by  the  corps  of  instructors.  The  estimated  cost 
of  all  is  about  $500,000. 

The  report  of  the  president,  Dr.  E.  M.  Gallaudet,  shows  that  the 
number  of  pupils  and  students  in  the  institution  July  1, 1897,  was  103; 
admitted  since,  81;  total,  184;  under  instruction  July  1, 1898,  males  110, 
females  74 ;  of  these  127  were  in  the  college  department  and  57  in  the 
primary  department.     The  students  in  the  college  department  repre- 
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sent  28  States,  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  Canada.  Twelve  stu- 
dents graduated  from  the  collegiate  department  at  the  close  of  the 
academic  year,  5  from  the  normal  department,  and  8  from  the  primary 
department.  Good  health  prevailed  throughout  the  institution  during 
the  year,  all  cases  of  sickness  being  treated  successfully  in  the  hospital 
rooms  of  the  institution. 

Instruction  in  speech  and  speech  reading  was  given  by  experienced 
teachers  to  about  80  per  cent  of  the  students  of  the  collegiate  depart- 
ment and  to  all  of  the  primary  department  found  capable  of  making 
satisfactory  progress.  A  section  of  one  class  recited  its  lessons  orally 
every  day. 

A  bust  of  the  Abbe  de  l'Bp6e,  founder  of  deaf-mute  education  in 
France,  was  presented  by  the  educated  deaf-mutes  of  that  country. 

Medals  and  diplomas  have  been  received  from  the  Columbian  Com- 
mission, attesting  the  high  grade  of  merit  attaching  to  the  work  of  all 
the  departments  of  the  institution. 

The  report  directs  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  subject  of  deaf-mute 
education  received  special  consideration  at  the  convention  of  the 
National  Educational  Association,  which  was  held  in  Washington  in 
July,  1898. 

The  receipts  of  the  institution  from  all  sources  for  current  expenses 
amounted  to  $70,345.94,  and  the  expenditures  $70,049.36.  There  was 
also  received  and  expended  for  special  repairs  $3,000. 

The  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  institution,  including  salaries  and  incidental  expenses  for 
books  and  illustrative  apparatus,  and  for  general  repairs  and  improve- 
ments, are  $67,000,  and  $3,000  for  repairs  to  the  buildings,  including 
plumbing  and  steam-heating  apparatus,  and  for  repairs  to  pavements. 

In  a  former  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  attention  was 
directed  to  the  fact  that  differences  of  opinion  existed  between  the 
Department  and  the  ofQcers  of  this  institution  regarding  the  expendi- 
tureof  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  therefor,  and  the  recom- 
mendation made  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  relieved  of  the 
responsibility  imposed  upon  him  by  law  of  supervising  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Columbia  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  This 
recommendation  was  carried  into  effect  by  Congress  at  its  last  session 
by  including  in  the  sundry  civil  appropriation  bill,  approved  July  1, 
1898,  under  the  head  of  "  Current  expenses  of  the  Columbia  Institution 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,"  the  following  clause,  to  wit : 

Provided,  That  directors  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  section  forty-eight 
hundred  and  sixty-three  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States  shall  remain 
in  ofSce  until  the  appointment  and  acceptance  of  office  of  their  successors ;  and  the 
directors  of  the  institution  shall  have  control  of  the  disbursements  of  all  moneys 
appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  said  institution,  accounts  for  which 
shall  be  settled  and  adjusted  at  the  Treasury  Department,  as  required  by  the  pro- 
visions of  section  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
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MARYLAND   SCHOOL  FOR   THE   BLIND. 

Under  section  2  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  29, 1858  (11 
Stats.,  294),  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  authorized  to  place  for' 
instruction  in  an  institution  for  the  blind,  in  the  State  of  Maryland  or 
some  other  State,  the  indigent  blind  children  of  teachable  age  who  are 
children  of  persons  actually  engaged  in  the  military  and  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  under  section  4869  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
the  indigent  blind  children  of  teachable  age  belonging  to  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

The  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  institution  shows  that  in 
pursuance  of  this  authority  there  were  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal 
year  (1897)  22  blind  children  under  instruction  in  the  Maryland  School 
for  the  Blind  at  Baltimord,  Md.;  4  were  admitted  and  7  discharged 
during  the  year,  leaving  17  beneficiaries  at  the  institution  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1898. 

Of  those  discharged  during  the  past  year  some  had  completed  the 
full  course,  while  others  withdrew  on  account  of  ill  health.  The  regu- 
lar course  of  instruction  commences  in  the  kindergarten  and  embraces 
the  high-school  grade  in  English.  The  course  in  music  is  very  thorough, 
commencing  with  the  rudiments,  and  embracing  vocal  and  instrumental 
music,  music  in  history,  harmony,  counterpoint,  terminology,  and  music 
form.  In  handicraft  instruction  is  included  piano  tuning,  mattress  and 
broom  making,  chair  caning,  sewing  (plain  and  machine). 

Special  attention  is  paid  to  the  physical  development  of  the  children, 
for  which  the  school  is  provided  with  a  well-equipped  gymnasium. 
The  school  is  nonsectarian  in  character. 

A  recent  inspection  of  the  school,  made  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Education,  shows  that  the  school  has  all  the  necessary 
facilities  for  the  education  of  the  blind ;  that  the  United  States  bene- 
ficiaries there  are  of  average  intelligence  and  are  making  satisfactory 
progress  in  their  studies. 

The  cost  to  the  Government  for  each  pupil  is  $300  per  annum,  that 
being  the  amount  charged  by  the  State  of  Maryland  for  similar  instruc- 
tion to  others;  $5,900  was  expended  for  the  tuition  and  care  of  these 
pupils  during  the  past  year ;  payment  therefor  is  made  from  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

WASHINGTON  HOSPITAL  FOR  FOUNDLINGS. 

This  institution  is  under  the  care  of  a  corporation  created  by  the  act 
of  April  22, 1870,  to  carry  into  effect  that  provision  in  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Joshua  Pierce  devising  to  certain  trustees  14  parcels  of 
land  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C,  to  be  held  as  a  site  for  a  hos- 
pital for  the  reception  and  care  of  destitute  and  friendless  children. 
It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  directors,  who  are  required  to  report 
annually  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  is  supported  in  part  by 
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coutributions  from  benevolent  persons  and  'societies  and  in  part  by 
appropriations  by  Congress. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  directors  shows  that  90  children  were  pro- 
vided for  during  the  year,  of  whom  46  were  remaining  in  the  hospital 
June  30, 1897. 

The  adoptions  during  the  year  were  13  and  the  number  of  deaths  29; 
of  the  latter  18  were  under  6  months  of  age,  and  but  4  had  passed  the 
twelfth  month,  leaving  44  children  in  the  institution  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1898. 

The  total  receipts  from  all  sources  during  the  year,  including  the 
balance  of  $757.66  on  hand  June  30, 1897,  were  $11,485.88,  and  the 
expenditures  $7,449.48,  leaving  a  cash  balance  on  hand  June  30,  1898, 
of  $4,036.40. 

The  board  of  directors  state  that  not  since  the  hospital  was  opened 
in  1887  has  the  average  number  of  children  been  as  large  as  during  the 
past  year,  and  urge,  in  order  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  properly 
carry  on  the  work  of  beneficence,  that  the  appropriation  of  $6,000  may 
be  continued  for  1899-1900. 


THE  ARCHITECT  OF  THE  CAPITOL. 

By  act  of  September  30,  1850  (9  Stat.,  538),  the  appointment  by  the 
President  of  an  architect  to  execute  the  plan  for  the  extension  of  the 
Capitol  was  authorized.  The  supervision  of  the  Capitol  extension  and 
the  erection  of  the  new  Dome  w^as  by  act  of  April  16, 1862  (12  Stat., 
617),  transferred  from  the  War  Department  to  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  and  all  appropriations  therefor  required  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
By  the  act  of  March  30, 1867  (15  Stat.,  13),  all  repairs  and  alterations 
of  the  Capitol  were  required  to  be  made  under  the  direction  and  super- 
vision of  the  architect  of  the  Capitol  extension.  By  the  act  of  March 
8,  1879  (20  Stat.,  391),  the  disbursement  of  all  moneys  appropriated 
for  the  United  States  Capitol  and  grounds  was  placed  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  the  disbursing  clerk  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  was  specifically  required  to  disburse  such 
moneys. 

The  architect,  Mr.  Edward  Clark,  reports  that  extensive  improve- 
ments have  been  made  on  buildings  and  grounds  during  the  fiscal  year. 
The  work  of  scraping  and  painting  the  exterior  surface  of  the  Dome  and 
walls  of  the  old  portion  of  the  Capitol  was  started  and  continued  until 
interrupted  by  the  winter  season.  The  east  and  west  fronts  of  the  old 
building  were  painted,  the  former  as  far  as  the  central  portico  and  the 
latter  as  far  as  the  return  walls.  In  the  interior  of  the  Capitol  a  num- 
ber of  committee  rooms  have  been  remodeled,  the  heating  facilities 
rearranged,  the  plumbing  changed,  the  walls  and  floors  repaired  and 
ceilings  repaired  and  frescoed.    The  heating,  lighting,  ventilating,  and 
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elevator  machinery  throughout  the  entire  building  has  been  overhauled 
and  put  in  order.  A  number  of  committee  rooms  in  the  House  wing 
have  been  provided  with  increased  water  supply,  and  in  several  of  the 
rooms  in  the  old  building  new  and  more  modern  fireplaces  have  been 
fixed  in  place.  Kew  doors  have  been  provided  for  the  entrance  to  the 
Senate  Chamber  and  the  Secretary's  oflice  of  the  Senate.  General 
repairs  have  been  made  to  committee  rooms  throughout  the  building. 

During  the  year  statues  of  Thomas  H.  Benton,  Prank  P.  Blair,  and 
John  E.  Kenna  were  received  and  placed  in  Statuary  Hall.  A  bust  of 
John  Tyler  has  been  received  and  placed  in  one  of  the  niches  in  the 
east  vestibule  leading  to  the  Senate  Chamber.  The  statues  in  the 
Capitol  have  been  cleaned  and  several  of  the  paintings  and  portraits 
in  oil  have  been  restored.  A  new  elevator  has  been  placed  in  the 
western  elevator  shaft  of  the  Senate  wing  which  has  given  satisfaction, 
the  elevator  at  the  south  end  of  the  east  corridor  has  been  repaired,  a 
new  steam  boiler  placed  in  the  House  boiler  room,  and  repairs  made 
to  the  steam  heating  and  machinery  of  the  Senate. 

The  work  on  the  Capitol  grounds  has  been  such  as  would  improve 
the  grounds  by  restoring  those  portions  where  shrubbery  has  been 
removed.  The  walks  and  trees  have  been  kept  in  good  condition,  and 
repairs  made  to  artificial  stone  pavements  and  walls.  The  roadways 
in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  grounds  have  been  paved  with  asphalt. 
The  Architect  states  the  $12,000  appropriated  for  the  care  and  main- 
tenanceof  the  Capitol  grounds  is  not  sufficient  for  keeping  these  grounds 
in  a  condition  befitting  their  natural  beauty  and  character.  The  vast 
expanse  of  lawn,  the  area  of  the  walks  and  roads,  demands  more  care 
than  can  be  provided  out  of  the  sum  appropriated. 

The  lighting  by  electricity  of  the  Capitol  and  grounds  has  been  done 
with  satisfactory  results.  The  service  has  been  extended  to  various 
committee  and  other  rooms,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  plant  has  been 
greatly  increased  by  connecting  the  sections  in  the  House  and  Senate 
dynamo  rooms,  so  that  in  case  of  a  large  required  output  the  entire 
machinery  may  operate  as  a  unit. 

The  Senate  and  House  stables  and  Senate  engine  house  have  received 
needed  repairs. 

At  the  court-house  (City  Hall)  sundry  repairs  have  been  made.  The 
condition  of  the  roof  is  unsatisfactory  and  should  be  replaced  by  a  new 
one  with  proper  down  spouting.  The  Architect  states  that  the  sum 
appropriated  for  annual  repairs  to  the  court-house  is  inadequate  and  at 
least  $3,000  should  be  appropriated  for  repairs  to  the  building  the 
coming  year. 

At  the  United  States  Botanical  Garden  the  propagating  houses  have 
been  repaired  and  painted,  the  heating  apparatus  overhauled  and  put 
in  good  condition,  and  a  new  hot- water  tank  placed  in  one  of  the  houses. 

The  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  have  been  as  follows :  Annual 
repairs  on  the  Capitol,  $30,000;  improvement,  Capitol  grounds,  $12,000; 
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lighting  Capitol  grounds,  etc,  $31,591.08;  elevator.  Senate,  $6,500; 
special  repairs,  House,  $8,500 ;  steam-heating  machinery,  Senate,  $3,165 ; 
ventilation.  Senate,  $3,509.47;  additional  cases,  law  library,  $400;  flags 
for  Capitol,  $97.75;  pavement,  Capitol  grounds,  $10,658.82;  engine 
house.  Senate  and  House  stables,  $500;  aggregating  $106,922.12. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  November  6, 1898,  an  explosion  and  flre 
occurred  in  the  subbasement  portion  of  the  north  wing  of  the  central 
building  United  States  Capitol,  causing  considerable  damage  to  the 
brick  arches  and  floors  in  several  of  the  corridors  and  rooms,  and  flre 
and  water  damage  to  rooms  connected  with  the  Supreme  Court  and  its 
offices. 

Eestoration  is  now  in  progress,  but  in  order  that  the  work  may  be 
carried  forward  without  delay  the  Architect  states  that  an  appropriation 
of  $25,000  should  be  made  by  Congress. 

COLUMBIA    RAILWAY    COMPANY    OF    WASHINGTON, 

D.  C. 

The  president  reports,  in  pursuance  of  the  requirements  of  section 
16  of  the  act  of  May  24, 1870  (16  Stats.,  132),  that  the  capital  stock  of 
the  company  is  $400,000 ;  that  the  par  value  of  the  shares  is  $50,  and 
the  number  of  shares  subscribed  for  up  to  the  31st  day  of  December, 
1897,  is  8,000. 

The  receipts  from  all  sources  during  the  year  ended  December  31,1897, 
including  $6,039.24,  balance  on  hand  January  1, 1897,  were  $174,760.27. 
The  total  disbursements  during  the  year  were  $171,866.58,  leaving  a 
cash  balance  on  hand  January  1, 1898,  of  $2,893.69.  The  total  amount 
of  the  funded  debt,  $500,000;  no  floating  debt;  average  rate  of  interest 
per  annum  on  funded  debt,  6  per  cent.  The  amount  of  dividends 
declared  was  6  per  cent  on  the  capital  stock.  The  length  of  road  in 
miles  of  single  track  is  5.6,  the  length  of  double  track  2.8;  total  num- 
ber of  passengers  carried  during  the  year,  5,484,951 ;  average  time  con- 
sumed by  cars  over  road,  twenty  minutes;  number  of  persons  injured 
in  life  and  limb,  10,  six  of  these  being  passengers,  1  an  employee,  and  3 
bicyclists. 

DEPARTMENT  EXHIBIT  AT  THE  TRANS-MISSISSIPPI 
AND  INTERNATIONAL  EXPOSITION,  OMAHA. 

The  preliminary  report  of  Prof.  Frank  W.  Clarke,  of  the  Geological 
Survey,  Department  representative  on  the  board  of  management  of 
the  Government  exhibit,  shows  that  of  the  total  appropriation  of 
$200,000  provided  in  the  sundry  civil  act  approved  June  4,  1897,  to 
carry  into  effect  "An  act  to  authorize  and  encourage  the  holding  of  a 
Trans-Mississippi  and  International  Exposition  at  the  city  of  Omaha, 
in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  in  the  year  1898,"  approved  June  10, 1896 
(29  Stats.,  382),  the  sum  of  $62,500  was  set  aside  for  the  construction 
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of  buildings  and  $137,500  for  exhibits.  Of  the  latter  amount,  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  was  allotted  $16,500.  This  sum,  however, 
has  proved  to  be  more  than  sufftcient  for  the  purpose  for  which  set 
aside,  and  an  unexpended  balance  of  about  $2,000  will  be  returned  to 
the  board  of  management. 

The  exposition  opened  June  1, 1898,  and  closed  October  31, 1898. 
The  Department  of  the  Interior  was  assigned  about  4,100  square  feet  of 
floor  space  for  the  accommodation  of  its  exhibit,  abutting  the  grand 
rotunda  of  the  Government  building  and  having  aisles  on  three  sides. 
This  exhibit  consisted  of  contributions  from  the  General  Land  OfBce,  the 
Patent  Office,  the  Ofl9.ce  of  Indian  Affairs,  the  Bureau  of  Education, 
and  the  United  States  Geological  Survey. 

The  exhibit  of  the  General  Land  Olflce  consisted  of  a  number  ot  maps, 
on  a  large  scale,  showing  the  United  States  and  Territories,  together 
with  a  township  plat  and  a  form  of  patent  issued  for  Government  lands. 
These  were  built  in  the  sides  of  a  large  mahogany  case,  and  were  of 
considerable  interest  to  many. 

The  Patent  Ofilce  display  consisted  chiefly  of  models  taken  from  the 
Patent  Office,  supplemented  by  several  novelties  gathered  from  various 
sources,  among  them  a  linotype  machine  in  full  operation;  a  collection 
of  primitive  or  savage  agricultural  implements,  showing  the  evolution 
of  the  modern  plow;  a  case  of  products  to  illustrate  the  coal-tar  colors; 
some  automatic  musical  instruments,  and  a  remarkable  exhibit  of 
photographs  in  natural  colors  by  the  new  Joly-McDonough  process. 

The  Bureau  of  Education  exhibited  educational  statistics,  literature, 
and  photographs  illustrating  progress  in  agricultural  colleges  and 
pedagogical  apparatus.  The  chief  feature  of  the  display,  however,  was 
material  gathered  from  the  schools  in  Alaska  and  specimens  showing 
the  work  performed  by  the  Bureau  in  the  introduction  of  reindeer  into 
that  district.  A  fine  group  of  reindeer,  driven  by  a  native  in  a  sledge, 
one  of  the  most  striking  features  of  the  exhibit,  attracted  much  atten- 
tion, as  also  did  the  general  collection  of  Alaskan  weapons,  costumes, 
carvings,  utensils,  etc. 

The  Indian  Bureau  had  an  admirable  exhibit  of  work  executed  by 
pupils  in  the  Indian  schools,  to  which  was  added  some  fine  aboriginal 
material  and  two  life-size  figures  of  Indians,  a  man  and  a  woman  in 
native  costume. 

The  Congress  of  Indians,  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Oapt.William 
A.  Mercer,  U.  S.  A.,  was  one  of  the  leading  features  of  the  Exposition. 

The  exhibit  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  consisted  of  a 
display  of  minerals,  rocks,  fossils,  maps,  geological  models,  transpar- 
encies, and  relief  maps  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  and  of  the  State  of 
Nebraska.  The  entire  exhibit  was  so  arranged  as  to  produce  a  harmo- 
nious general  effect,  and  it  has  been  pronounced  the  most  effective  dis- 
play which  the  Department  has  shown  at  any  exposition. 
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THE  MARITIME  CANAL  COMPANY  OF  NICARAGUA. 

Section  6  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February  20, 1889,  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Maritime  Ganal  Company  of  Nicaragua," 
provides  that  said  company  shall  make  a  report  of  its  operations  on 
the  first  Monday  of  December,  in  each  year,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior. 

The  report  of  this  corporation,  I  am  advised,  is  in  preparation  and 
will  be  transmitted  to  the  Department  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
law.    Upon  receipt  thereof,  it  will  be  duly  forwarded  to  Congress. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

OoRHELius  ]sr.  Bliss,  Secretary. 

The  President. 


PAPERS 

ACCOMPANYING 
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EEPOET  OF  THE  COMMISSIONBE  OP  PENSIONS. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Bureau  of  Pensions, 
Washington,  J).  C,  August  31, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Bureau  of  Pensions  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1898 : 

Table  No.  1 

shows  the  number  of  pensions  allowed,  the  number  increased,  the 
restorations,  the  dropped,  the  annual  value  of  each  class,  the  total 
number  of  pensioners,  and  the  total  annual  value  of  the  rolls. 

There  were  added  to  the  rolls  during  the  year  52,648  new  pensioners, 
and  there  were  restored  to  the  rolls  4,089  that  had  been  previously 
dropped,  making  a  total  of  56,737.  To  this  number  must  be  added 
6,852  originals  and  762  restorations  (that  were  held  in  the  Bureau  and 
not  entered  on  the  agency  rolls  until  after  July  1, 1897),  making  7,614, 
or  64,351  to  be  added  to  the  976^014  on  the  rolls  June  30,  1897,  making 
a  total  of  1,040,365. 

During  the  same  period  the  losses  to  the  roll  were  as  follows : 

By  death 33,691 

By  remarriage 1,  369 

By  expiratiou  of  minority  period 2, 124 

Failure  to  claim 3, 031 

Other  causes 6,436 

Total  losses j 46,651 

leaving  the  number  on  the  rolls  June  30,  1898,  993,714,  showing  a  net 
gain  over  June  30,  1897,  of  17,700. 

Death  losses  by  classes. 


Survivors. 

Widows. 

Norses. 

1,120 
21,811 

1,006 
9,727 

Wars  since  March  4,  1861 

27 

Total 

22,  931 

10,  733 

27 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  June  30,  1898,  the  annual  value  of  the  roll 

was  $130,968,465.    June  30,  1897,  the  annual  value  of  the  roll  was 

$129,795,428,  showing  an  increase  of  $1,173,037;  so  that  the  roll  is  not 

only  increasing  in  numbers,  but  in  values.    It  is  believed  that  the  roll 
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will  increase  from  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  as  there  are  probably 
200,000  ex-Union  soldiers  living  who  have  never  had  pension.  The  roll 
will  increase  in  amount  naturally  by  reason  of  increased  disabilities  as 
provided  by  law. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  several  statistical  tables  submitted 
herewith,  and  each  has  been  given  relatively  the  same  number  as  the 
corresponding  table  had  in  the  annual  report  submitted  to  you  last 
year — this,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  readily  compared. 

The  total  number  of  pensioners  classified  and  compared  for  the  years 
1898  and  1897  are  as  follows: 


Widows,  Eevolutionary  soldiers  . . . 
DaTighters,  Revolutionary  soldiers  . 

Survivors  of  war  of  J1812 

Widows,  war  of  1812 

Survivors,  Indian  wars,  1832-1842.. 
Widows,  Indian  wars,  1832-1842.... 

Survivors,  Mexican  war 

Widows,  Mexican  war , 

Under  general  laws : 

Army  Invalids 

Widows,  army 

Navy  invalids 

Widows,  navy 

Act  of  June  27,  1890: 

Army  invalids 

Army  widows 

Navy  invalids 

Navy  widows 

Army  nurses 


Total 993,714 


5 

7 

7 

9 

3 

7 

2,407 

2,810 

2,019 

2,373 

4,067 

4,288 

10,012 

10, 922 

8,143 

8,072 

327,080 

336,  299 

92,545 

94,  602 

4,633 

4,788 

2,300 

2,375 

399,  366 

378, 609 

119,  785 

110,593 

14,  543 

13,831 

5,944 

5,766 

655 

663 

It  will  be  found  on  further  examination  that  they  were  divided  on 
the  rolls  June  30, 1898,  as  follows: 


Survivors. 


Widows. 


On  account  of  old  -wars 

On  account  of  general  laws 
Act  of  Jnne  27,  1890 

Total 


12, 034 
331,  913 
413,  909 


757, 856 


14,629 
95,  500 
125, 729 


235,  858 


It  will  be  observed  by  reference  to  Table  No.  1  that  there  were  26,760 
certificates  of  straight  increase  issued  during  the  year. 

The  amounts  paid  out  at  the  several  agencies  for  the  year  on  account 
of  those  pensioned  under  all  other  laws  were  $78,396,209.13,  and  on 
account  of  those  pensioned  under  the  act  of  June  27, 1890,  $66,255,670.67. 

Table  No.  2 

shows  the  number  of  pensioners  dropped  from  the  rolls  for  various 
causes,  and  compared  with  the  previous  year.    They  were  as  follows : 


Year. 

By  death. 

Remar- 
riage. 

Minors. 

Failure  to 
claim. 

Other 
causes. 

Iggg                       

33,691 
31,  960 

1,369 
1,074 

2,124 
1,845 

3,031 
2,683 

6,436 

Igg7                   

3,560 
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Those  represented  in  the  death  column  include,  of  course,  widows  at 
well  as  invalids. 

"Failure  to  claim"  covers  those  that  for  some  cause  have  permitted 
their  pensions  to  remain  three  years  without  drawing,  when,  pursuant 
to  law,  they  were  dropped.  The  cause  may  have  been  "death"  or 
"remarriage,"  but  information  of  the  fact  failed  to  reach  the  disbursing 
agent. 

"Other  causes."  This  covers  those  dropped  by  force  of  law,  and 
those  that  get  pensions  granted  for  some  period  in  the  past  and  who 
have  no  permanent  pensionable  status.  For  instance,  widows  and 
minors,  whose  title  to  pension  terminated  prior  to  the  issue  of  their  cer- 
tificates, get  but  one  payment,  go  on  the  rolls  as  original  pensioners 
for  the  one  payment,  and  then  are  dropped. 

The  droppings  for  the  fiscal  year  just  closed  are  increased  somewhat 
by  a  partial  checking  up  of  the  rolls  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Boston 
agencies,  whereby  a  considerable  number  of  deaths,  remarriages,  etc., 
were  found  and  the  pensioners  dropped  where,  dn  the  regular  course  of 
business,  they  would  not  have  been  dropped  during  the  past  year. 

Table  No.  3 

shows  th   appropriations  and  disbursements  for  the  year. 

The  disbursements  were  for  pensions  on  account  of  Army  and  Navy, 
$144,651,879.80,  to  which  add  cost  of  disbursements  and  fees  of  exam- 
ining surgeons,  $1,207,515.51,  and  salaries  and  per  diem  expenses  of  the 
Bureau,  $2,683,212.54,and  we  have  a  gross  expenditure  of  $148,542,607.85. 
In  addition  to  this  there  was  paid  a  balance  due  on  account  of  medical 
examiners  for  the  last  quarter  of  1897,  $223,363.41,  or  a  gross  expendi- 
ture during  the  year  of  $148,765,971.26. 

Table  No.  4 

shows  the  amount  disbursed  at  each  of  the  several  agencies. 

Table  No.  5 

is  statement  of  amount  paid  for  pensions  under  the  general  law  at 
each  of  the  several  agencies. 

Table  No.  6 

is  statement  of  the  amount  paid  for  pensions  under  the  act  of  June  27, 
1890,  at  the  several  agencies. 

Table  No.  7 

is  statement  showing  amounts  paid  for  pensions  to  the  survivors  and 
widows  of  the  war  of  1812  since  1371 ;  of  the  war  with  Mexico  since 
1887,  and  of  the  Indian  wars  since  1893. 

Table  No.  8 

shows  the  number  and  amount  paid  as  first  payments  in  each  class  of 
certificates  issued  during  the  fiscal  year  of  1898.  It  also  shows  that 
there  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  pension  agents  unpaid  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  5,081  cases  of  all  classes,  under  which  there  was  due  as 
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first  payments  the  sum  of  $760,212.24.  The  average  value  of  all  origi- 
nal payments  during  the  year  was  $206.36.  The  averagevalue  of  all 
original  payments  in  the  general-law  cases  was  $408.97.  The  average 
value  of  all  original  payments  under  the  act  of  June  27,  1890,  was 
$177.54.  This  table  also  shows  that  the  amount  withheld  from  pen- 
sioners and  paid  as  fees  to  attorneys  during  the  year  was  $730,019.36. 

Table  No.  9 

is  a  classified  statement  of  the  number  of  pensioners  on  the  rolls  at 
each  agency,  showing  the  increase  and  decrease  of  each  class  for  the 
year,  with  a  net  increase  of  17,700  for  the  year. 

Table  No.  10 

is  a  statement  showing  the  disbursements  for  pensions,  fees  of  exam- 
ining  surgeons,  cost  of  disbursement,  salaries,  and  other  expenses  of 
the  Bureau  for  each  fiscal  year  since  July  1, 1865. 

Table  No.  11 

shows  the  original  pension  claims  filed  and  allowed  each  year  since 
July,  1861. 

Table  No.  12 

shows  the  number  of  pensioners  in  each  State  and  Territory  and  in 
foreign  countries,  with  the  amount  paid  opposite. 

The  number  of  pensioners  in  foreign  countries  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  was  4,371,  having  increased  309  during  the  year. 

The  total  amount  paid  to  pensioners  living  abroad,  during  the  year 
was  $669,862.56.     In  1897  it  was  $619,945.88. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  average  amount  paid  to  each  pensioner 
for  the  year,  living  abroad,  was  $153.25,  while  the  average  annual  value 
of  all  pensions  on  the  rolls  June  30, 1898,  was  $131.79. 

There  is  a  lack  of  system  in  the  established  practice  of  this  Bureau 
in  securing  the  necessary  original  and  continued  identification  of  the 
pensioner  with  the  service,  as  also  in  securing  notices  of  deaths,  remar- 
riages, and  necessary  information  for  droppings  from  other  causes,  of 
those  living  in  foreign  countries.  This  Bureau  has  no  supervision  or 
criminal  jurisdiction  over  pensioners  living  in  foreign  countries. 

Table  No.  13 

is  a  statement  showing,  by  classes,  the  different  monthly  rates  paid  to 
pensioners,  and  the  number  at  each  rate  on  the  rolls  June  30, 1898,  also 
under  the  act  of  June  27, 1890,  with  explanation  covering  those  cases 
appearing  under  the  latter,  who  are  drawing  in  excess  of  $12  per  month, 
that  being  the  maximum  allowed  under  said  act  of  June  27, 1890;  also 
same  for  war  of  1812,  war  with  Mexico,  and  Indian  wars. 

There  were  17  survivors  and  211  widows  of  the  Indian  wars,  and  46 
survivors  and  502  widows  of  the  Mexican  war  pensioned  during  the 
year. 

Table  No.  14 

shows  the  names  and  residence  addresses  of  the  surviving  widows  (5) 
and  daughters  (7)  of  the  American  revolution.    The  annual  report  of 
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1897  showed  7  widows  and  9  daughters.  In  the  past  year  2  widows  and 
2  daughters  have  died. 

Table  ISo.  15 

shows  the  names  and  residence  addresses  of  the  survivors  of  the  war 
of  1812.  At  the  close  of  the  year  1897  the  same  table  showed  7  sur- 
vivors. During  the  past  year  4  of  these  have  died.  There  are  now 
2,407  widows  of  the  war  of  1812,  when  in  1897  there  were  2,810,  One 
survivor  (dead ;  payable  to  his  widow)  and  7  widows  of  the  war  of  1812 
were  pensioned  during  the  year  just  closed. 

Table  No.  16 

is  a  report  of  pension  certificates  issued  during  the  year,  in  all  98,574. 
There  were  3,741  army  and  navy  invalids  and  4,335  army  and  navy 
widows  pensioned  under  the  general  laws,  a  total  of  8,076.  There 
were  28,776  army  and  navy  invalids,  and  14,971  Army  and  !N"avy  widows 
pensioned  under  the  act  of  June  27, 1890,  making  a  total  of  43,747 ;  and 
there  were  825  pensioned  under  other  laws,  for  Indian  wars,  Mexican 
war,  and  the  war  of  1812,  making  a  total  of  52,648  new  or  original 
pensions. 

There  were  1,833  under  the  general  law,  and  2,246  under  the  act  of 
June  27, 1890,  making  a  total  of  4,089,  restored  to  the  rolls  who  had 
been  previously  dropped.  There  were  26,760  straight  increases,  11,077 
reissues,  accrued  and  other  issues. 

Table  ]^o.  17 

shows  in  detail  the  operations  of  the  mail  division  of  this  Bureau. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  growth  of  the  work  in  this  divi- 
sion, it  being  an  index  of  the  growth  of  the  work  of  the  Bureau.  For 
the  fiscal  year  1896  there  were  2,162,581  pieces  of  mail  handled,  received, 
and  sent.    For  the  year  1897  there  were  5,056,768;  and  for  the  year 

1898  there  were  6,566,967,  or  30  per  cent  increase  during  the  past 
year  over  the  preceding  year,  and  more  than  300  per  cent  over  the  year 
1896. 

The  Congressional  calls  and  letters  of  inquiry  have  increased  from 
799,000  in  1896  to  841,000  in  1897,  and  1,234,000  in  1898,. showing  an 
increase  of  about  50  per  cent  for  the  last  year  over  the  preceding  year. 

There  were  sent  out  2,054,048  letters  (not  including  cards)  during 
the  past  year,  as  against  1,542,101  the  preceding  year,  an  increase  of 
about  33^  per  cent. 

Table  No.  18 

shows,  very  briefly,  the  work  of  the  army  and  navy  survivors'  division. 
In  this  division  are  kept,  so  far  as  it  is  practicable  to  secure  them, 
the  names  of  all  of  the  survivors  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  their 
service,  and  their  present  post-office  addresses,  on  the  card  system. 

Table  No.  19 

is  a  report  itemizing  the  number  of  claims  of  all  classes  pending  on 
June  30, 1898.  There  were  635,059  claims  pending.  On  June  30, 1897, 
there  were  578,099.  The  largest  number  pending  was  January  15  last, 
when  there  were  651,668.     Since  that  date  16,500  more  claims  were 


REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR.    1521 

allowed  than  were  filed.  Of  the  pending  claims,  200,000  or  thereabouts 
are  called  original  claims,  while  the  remainder,  435,000,  are  claims  for 
increase,  rerating,  etc. 

It  is  hardly  fair  to  say  that  there  are  200,000  original  claims  pend- 
ing, awaiting  adjudication.  I  am  confident  that  there  are  not  over 
75,000  of  these  (invalids  and  widows)  that  are  genuine  original  claims, 
as  an  original  claim  should  be  understood.  The  other  125,000  are 
claims  (invalids  and  widows)  where  the  claimants  are  already  pen- 
sioned under  the  act  of  June  27, 1890,  and  have  claims  pending  under 
the  general  law  to  establish  claim  for  disability  as  being  of  service 
origin. 

When  the  disability  act  of  June  27,  1890,  passed  it  provided  a  mini- 
mum pension  of  $6  per  month  and  a  maximum  pension  of  $12  per 
month.  There  were  at  that  date  about  100,000  pensioners  on  the  rolls 
drawing  less  than  $6  per  month.  Many  of  these  were  transferred  to 
the  new  law  and  received  the  benefits  of  this  law,  and  the  law  did  not 
deprive  them  of  the  privilege  of  continuing  the  claim  under  the  general 
law.  When  the  pensioner's  established  disability  increased,  or  an  addi- 
tional disability  of  service  origin  was  proven,  until  the  ratable  disa- 
bility was  established  in  excess  of  the  maximum  rate  under  the  act  of 
June  27, 1890,  then  the  pensioner  could  be  transferred  back  to  the  list 
of  pensioners  under  the  general  law.  Many  claimants  had  claims  pend- 
ing that  first  accepted  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  1890,  in  the  meantime 
continuing  the  prosecution  of  their  respective  claims  under  the  general 
law. 

A  claim  filed  and  rejected,  under  the  established  practice,  is  still 
pending.  In  other  words,  many  of  the  pending  claims  have  been 
rejected  from  one  to  ten  times  or  more,  though  still  being  on  the  records 
as  pending.  Many  of  these  claims  have  been  rejected  by  several  Com- 
missioners, have  been  carried  on  appeal  from  time  to  time  to  the  Hon- 
orable Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  the  Secretary  sustained  the  action 
of  the  Commissioner ;  and  yet  the  claim  continued,  under  the  practice, 
as  pending. 

I  make  this  explanation  to  show  that  it  is  not  fair  to  say  that  there 
are  200,000  original  claims  pending,  although  the  records  indicate  this. 
Many  are  duplicated.  One  claimant  already  pensioned  may  have 
another  original  claim  pending  under  another  law ;  but  no  one  can 
draw,  under  the  law,  two  pensions  for  different  services. 

Tables  Nos.  20  and  21 

relate  to  the  report  of  the  chief  of  the  special  examination  division,  and 
cover,  from  a  comparative  standpoint,  Tables  19  and  21  of  the  fiscal 
year  of  1897. 

It  is  believed  that  the  division  has  rendered  good  service  to  the 
claimants  as  well  as  to  the  Government. 

There  were  15,000  claims  referred  to  this  division  during  the  year 
and  sent  to  the  examiners  in  the  field  for  careful  examination.  Many 
of  these  were  claims  Jong  pending — the  claimants  and  their  comrades 
long  separated — but  through  the  aid  of  the  army  and  navy  survivors' 
division  in  locating  comrade- witnesses,  the  claims  have  been  sent  out 
to  the  examiners  in  the  field,  when  these  witnesses  lived  often  in 
remote  sections,  and  evidence  found  to  complete  the  claims.  The  serv- 
ice has  in  this  way  endeavored  to  do  justice  to  all  claimants,  and  many 
just  claims  have  been  admitted  that  would  otherwise  have  been  rejected. 

This  report  gives  a  careful  resume  of  the  work  of  that  division. 
Ab.  98 96 
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Table  No.  22 


is  report  of  the  law  division. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  call  your  attention  to  tlie  report  of  tlie  chief 
of  this  important  division.  It  is  as  brief  as  it  could  be  made,  covering 
so  well  the  volume  of  business  transacted  in  the  division. 

I  furnish  for  your  information  and  consideration  the  following  addi- 
tional tables,  exhibits,  and  reports  for  the  year : 

Table  Ko.  23. 

As  per  your  request,  1  submit  a  report  showing  the  number  of 
special  acts  of  Congress  granting  pensions,  beginning  with  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Congress  (1861-1863)  and  ending  with  the  Fifty-fourth  Con- 
gress (1895-1897),  showing  the  number  of  special  acts  of  each  Congress, 
the  number  each  Congress  pensioned,  and  the  rate  of  each  pension  so 
granted,  the  total  number  pensioned  being  6,097. 

No  convenient  records  having  been  kept  of  the  details  of  each  case, 
I  can  only  iurnish  the  number,  instead  of  the  name  and  service  of  the 
pensioner. 

Table  No.  24 

is  an  itemized  list  of  special  acts  passed  by  the  second  session  of  the 
Fifty-fifth  Congress,  showing  the  passage  of  394  bills.  The  name  of 
each  beneficiary  is  given,  the  service,  the  rate  by  special  act,  and  the 
former  rate,  when  pensioned.  I  follow  this  table  with  a  recapitulation, 
giving  number  granted  at  each  rate.  You  will  note  that  one  act  was 
the  repealing  of  a  former  act  whereby  a  special  act  had  been  secured 
through  fraud.  Two  were  inoperative  for  the  reason  that  the  intended 
beneficiaries  were  already  receiving  the  same  rates,  and  two  were  dead. 
So  that  there  were,  net,  389  instead  of  394  names  added  to  the  rolls. 

Table  No.  25 

shows  claims  filed  during  the  year. 
There  were  original  applications  for  pension  filed  as  follows: 

Invalids : 

Army,  under  general  law , 5, 722 

Navy,  under  general  law 802 

Army,  under  act  June  27, 1890 18,612 

Navy,  under  act  June  27, 1890 2,719 

27,855 

Widows : 

Army,  under  general  law 9,947 

Navy,  under  general  law 340 

Army,  under  act  June  27,  1890 17,026 

Navy,  under  act  June  27, 1890 805 

28,118 

Total  original  claims  filed 55,973 

Table  No.  11  shows  only  37,524  original  applications  filed,  hence  an 
explanation  is  necessary,  there  being  a  difference  of  17,449  claims. 
This  shows  that  there  have  been  this  number  of  duplicate  original 
claims  filed,  the  claimants  filing  under  the  act  of  June  27, 1890,  for 
disabilities  incurred  since  the  war  or  military  service,  and  also  a  claim 
under  the  general  law  for  a  disability  or  disabilities  of  service  origin. 
The  record  division  shows  all  original  claims  filed,  while  Table  11 
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shows  the  number  of  claimants.  Much  time  of  the  Bureau  is  thus 
spent  in  the  adjudication  of  two  claims  for  one  claimant.  This  explana- 
tion will  account  for  the  seeming  discrepancy  between  the  two  reports. 
In  addition  to  the  original  claims  filed,  there  were  56,354  applica- 
tions for  increase  under  the  general  law,  and  53,125  under  the  act  of 
June  27,  1890,  making  a  total  of  109,479  claims  for  increase  (this 
includes  3,622  Navy  claims),  making  a  total  of  165,442  claims  (original 
and  increase)  filed  during  the  year.  The  report  of  the  chief  of  the 
record  division,  Table  No.  25,  shows  that  there  were  41,543  duplicate 
claims  filed  under  the  act  of  June  27, 1890,  and  3,610  duplicates  filed 
under  the  general  law  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  46,153. 

Table  No.  26 

is  report  of  the  medical  referee,  to  which  your  attention  is  requested. 

An  appropriation  of  $700,000  was  made  to  pay  fees  for  medical  ex- 
aminers throughout  the  country  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
1898.  This  amount  was  found  to  be  insufficient,  and  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $250,000  was  asked  for  and  made  by  Congress. 

There  are  now  in  the  service  4,663  medical  examiners  (see  Exhibit 
A,  26),  viz,  202  boards,  3  surgeons  each,  within  the  classified  service, 
606 ;  1,216  boards,  3  surgeons  each,  not  within  the  classified  service, 
3,64i8;  single  surgeons  and  specialists,  409. 

There  is  much  complaint  among  pensioners,  and  very  just  cause  for 
such,  by  reason  of  the  lack  of  uniformity  of  ratings  for  the  same  or 
like  disabilities  in  cases  of  different  claimants.  This  complaint  has 
always  existed  and  always  will  with  our  present  system  and  established 
practice,  and  it  can  not  be  remedied  without  radical  change  of  system. 

The  medical  examinations  form  the  basis,  the  very  foundation,  of  our 
whole  system,  as  all  pensions  to  soldiers  (under  the  act  of  July  14, 1862, 
and  the  act  of  March  3, 1873 — the  general  laws)  are  based  upon  dis- 
abilities incurred  in  the  service,  while  those  pensioned  under  the  act  of 
June  27, 1890,  must  show,  by  medical  examination,  that  their  disabili- 
ties (not  of  service  origin)  are  such  that  they  are  incapacitated  from 
making  a  living  by  manual  labor;  and,  further,  having  once  established 
a  ratable  disability,  future  increases  depend  upon  medical  examinations. 

The  practice  requires  that  medical  examiners  shall  make  a  diagnosis 
and  complete  and  accurate  pen-picture  of  the  disability  or  disabilities 
of  the  claimant;  and  although  the  medical  examiners  may  be  learned 
in  medicine  and  skilled  in  surgery,  they  have  had  no  special  training 
for  this  particular  service,  no  teaining  in  the  pension  laws,  schedules, 
ratings,  and  established  practice  of  the  Bureau;  and  very  many  of 
them  (the  compensation  being  so  small)  can  not  afford  to  neglect  their 
practice  to  familiarize  themselves  with  the  laws  and  rules  governing 
the  actions  of  the  Bureau.  They  are  paid  a  small  fee  for  each  exami- 
nation and  detailed  report,  and  such  examination  is  very  often,  no 
doubt,  hurried  and  superficial.  Therefore,  many  test  examinations  are 
made. 

As  an  illustration :  This  Bureau  recently  found  it  necessary  to  cause 
a  test  examination  to  be  made  of  a  pensioner.  He  was  sent  before  four 
medical  boards,  three  members  each,  all  present.  All  of  these  boards 
were  within  the  classified  service.  Each  examined  the  pensioner  under 
the  same  instructions.  Each  board  made  a  careful  examination  and 
reported  the  results  of  their  investigations  with  the  usual  care,  describ- 
ing the  pensioner's  disabilities  from  their  standpoint.  Each  board 
found  unanimously ;  no  minority  report.  The  results,  summed  up  briefly, 
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were:  One  board  could  find  no  ratable  disability;  another  found  a 
ratable  disability  and  estimated  it  at  $8  per  month ;  another  board 
found  disability,  carefully  described  it,  and  rated  it  at  $17  per  month, 
while  the  other  board  made  equally  as  careful  examination  and  esti- 
mated the  claimant's  disabilities  as  third  grade — $24  per  month.  Same 
man,  same  conditions,  same  instructions,  and  all  within  forty-eight 
hours.  These  physicians  are  each  and  all,  I  am  informed,  skilled  in 
their  practice — in  every  way  reputable  practifioners. 

This  one  illustration  is  submitted  for  your  consideration  as  evidence 
that  the  very  general  complaint  against  the  uniformity  in  the  medical 
examiners'  description  of  the  disabilities,  and  in  their  ratings,  is  beyond 
the  control  of  this  Bureau,  under  the  present  laws  and  established 
practice.  When  a  claimant  is  examined  before  a  medical  board  and 
no  ratable  disability  is  found  he  becomes  dissatisfied  with  the  action 
of  the  Bureau.  The  rejection  of  the  claim  by  this  Bureau  naturally 
causes  him  to  complain,  and  thereupon  he  asks  that  the  claim  be 
reopened,  and  that  he  be  ordered  for  another  examination  before  another 
board,  and  continues  until  some  board  estimates  and  describes  his  dis- 
abilities to  meet  his  expectations. 

It  is  beyond  the  power  of  this  Bureau,  under  the  long  established  and 
existing  system,  to  cause  uniform  ratings  for  like  disabilities,  though 
the  very  greatest  care  is  exercised  by  the  Bureau  and  skilled  men 
employed  to  examine  papers  as  reported  by  the  4,600  physicians 
employed  throughout  the  country. 

Table  Fo.  27 

is  a  report  of  the  chief  of  the  board  of  review. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  statistics  therein  given 
so  briefly  and  concisely,  this  being  the  legal  branch  of  the  service  in 
the  adjudication  of  all  claims,  and  therefore  very  important. 

As  will  be  seen,  this  division  handled  during  the  year  232,065  claims. 
Of  this  number  51,676  that  had  been  forwarded  from  adjudicating 
divisions  were  examined,  and  finding  that  they  were  incomplete  were 
returned  to  the  several  adjudicating  divisious  for  calls  to  be  made  for 
additional  evidence.  There  were  95,760  claims  allowed,  while  there 
were  85,629  rejected.  This  includes  rejections  of  claims  for  higher  rates, 
making  a  total  of  181,389  claims  adjudicated  by  the  board  of  review 
during  the  year,  an  average  of  over  600  per  day  for  each  working  day. 

There  were  12,057  notices  of  appeal  taken  by  the  claimants  (none  by 
the  Government)  from  the  decisions  of  former  Commissioners  and  those 
of  the  present  Commissioner.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  Bureau  reexam- 
ined, reconsidered,  and  readjudicated  67  of  these  on  legal  grounds,  and 
433  on  medical  grounds,  making  a  total  of  500  cases.  The  remaining 
11,557  on  reexamination,  could  not  be  reconsidered  by  this  Bureau,  and 
were  therefore  carried  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on 
appeal. 

It  aflbrds  me  pleasure  to  say  that  you  sustained  the  action  of  this 
Bureau  in  3,326  cases  acted  upon,  and  only  reversed  the  action  of  this 
Bureau  in  396  cases,  and  in  these  reversals  no  precedents  are  set  to 
change  the  established  practice  of  the  Bureau.  Each  case,  according 
to  your  instructions,  must  be  considered  on  its  individual  merits,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  established  practice. 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  in  your  hands  on  appeal  at  the  close 
of  the  year  being  7,835,  the  report  of  the  board  of  review  shows  the 
accuracy  of  the  work  performed. 
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Of  the  total  number  of  claims  adjudicated,  about  15,000  were  of  that 
class  that  go  to  the  special  examination  division  and  then  to  the  field 
for  examination  and  further  evidence.  The  remainder,  166,000  and 
over,  were  acted  upon  without  special  examination.  The  85,629  cases 
rejected  go  to  the  pending  flies  for  future  consideration. 

Table  No.  28 

is  a  statement  showing  the  value  of  the  pension  roll  on  June  30  of  each 
year  and  amount  paid  the  following  fiscal  year.  (See  footnotes  in  table, 
to  which  your  attention  is  invited.) 

Table  No.  29 

shows  number  of  employees  and  amounts  appropriated  for  salaries  for 
special  examiners  from  July  1, 1864. 

Table  No.  30 

is  the  annual  report  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Bureau,  containing  much 
valuable  and  statistical  information. 

PENSION  AGENCIES. 

There  are  eighteen  pension  agencies.  (See  Table  No.  4.) 
For  the  year  1898  (Jou  gross  saw  fit  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for 
clerk  hire  in  the  several  agencies  from  $450,000  to  $430,000,  again  to  be 
reduced  in  1899  to  $415,000,  or  a  fraction  more  than  40  cents  per  annum 
each  for  clerk  hire,  to  pay  each  pensioner  four  times  per  year  and  keep 
all  necessary  records. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  get  the  agencies  located  in  public  build- 
ings so  far  as  practicable.  Also,  reasonable  reductions  have  been 
secured  in  rents  for  such  agencies  as  are  located  in  other  than  public 
buildings.  The  following  table  shows  the  rates  of  rents  for  pension 
agencies  during  the  fiscal  year : 


Buffalo 

Detroit 

IndiaDapolis.-. 

Milwaukee 

New  York 

San  Francisco- 

Topeka 

Washington... 


Total.. 


Name  of  agency. 


1896. 


2,400 
2,500 
2,500 
10, 000 
1,872 
2,250 
1,380 


22,902 


1897. 


2,928 
2,400 
2,500 
2,500 
10, 000 
1,872 
2,250 
1,380 


25, 830 


1,500 
2,400 
1,500 
1,500 
5,000 
1,300 
1,600 
1,380 


16, 080 


The  agencies  at  Augusta,  Boston,  Chicago,  Concord,  Des  Moines, 
Knoxville,  Louisville,  Columbus,  Philadelphia,  and  Pittsburg  are  all 
located  in  public  buildings.  It  is  expected  that  within  a  few  months 
the  agency  at  Detroit  will  be  provided  with  quarters  in  a  public  build- 
ing. Leases  for  the  year  1899  have  been  entered  into  at  same  rates  as 
those  paid  in  1898,  with  the  exception  of  Detroit,  that  being  temporary 
occupancy  and  per  month. 

The  work  of  the  agencies  is  in  the  hands  of  exceedingly  competent 
ofttcials,  is  well  systematized,  and  payments  are  made  very  promptly. 

I  have  recently  instructed  the  several  pension  agencies  to  call  upon 
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pensioners  living  in  cities  having  free  delivery  to  furnisli  their  resi- 
dence addresses  (street  and  number),  in  order  to  facilitate  the  delivery 
of  their  pension  agency  mail  and  meet  the  requirements  of  sections 
370-376  of  the  Postal  Eules  and  Eegulations. 

The  attention  of  this  Bureau  was  called  to  the  fact  that  notaries 
public,  magistrates,  and  others  engaged  in  the  business  of  taking 
acknowledgments  of  pensioners'  quarterly  vouchers  for  payment,  were 
not  always  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  The  special 
examination  division  was  directed  to  cooperate  with  the  agencies,  and 
through  the  field  examiners  make  a  tour  of  observation  in  the  three 
groups  paid  by  the  agencies  during  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June, 
and  report  to  this  Bureau  the  result  of  their  work.  Their  reports  have 
been  received,  and  are  quite  voluminous,  showing  that  many  officials 
are,  to  say  the  least,  careless  as  to  the  requirements  of  the  law,  by 
failure  to  require  necessary  identification  of  pensioners,  in  failure  to 
require  presentation  of  pension  certificates  by  the  pensioners  at  the 
time  of  taking  such  acknowledgments,  and,  further,  in  the  use  of  pro- 
fessional or  stock  witnesses.  The  law  is  plain  on  these  points.  The 
object  of  this  tour  of  observation  was  to  see  the  practices,  and  correct 
irregularities,  if  any  existed.  Warning  has  been  given  to  the  ofilcials, 
calling  attention  to  the  specific  requirements  of  the  law,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  all  this  may  be  brought  within  the  requirements  of  the  law 
without  applying  the  penalties  as  provided  for  in  the  act  of  July  7, 
1898. 

ACT  OF  JUNE  7,  1888. 

Tour  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  extract  from  the  pension 
laws: 

The  following  provisions  were  enacted  as  a  portion  of  the  act  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  payment  of  invalid  and  other  pensions  of  the  United  States  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  thirty,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  approved  June  7, 

1888:  / 

*  *  #  *  *  J*  * 

That  all  pensions  which  have  been,  or  which  may  hereafter  be,  granted  under  the 
general  laws  regulating  pensions  to  widows  in  consequence  of  death  occurring  from 
a  cause  which  originated  in  the  service  since  the  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one,  thall  commence  from  the  date  of  death  of  the  husiand.  And  pro- 
vided further,  That  all  United  States  officers  now  authorized  to  administer  oaths  are 
hereby  required  and  directed  to  administer  any  and  all  oaths  required  to  be  made 
by  pensioners  and  their  witnesses,  in  the  execution  of  their  vouchers  for  their  pen- 
sions free  of  charge. 

In  my  opinion  this  law  is  not  consistent  in  its  results  with  a  well 
regulated  system  of  pensions.  (The  proviso  was  reenacted  March  1, 
1889.)  Up  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  June  7, 1888,  the  widow's  pen- 
sion dated  from  the  date  of  filing  the  claim,  if  the  application  was 
filed  after  July  1, 1880.  No  soldier's  pension  can  go  back  of  the  date 
of  its  filing  since  July  1, 1880,  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1879,  known 
as  the  "  arrearage  act." 

I  know  of  no  better  way  to  bring  to  your  attention  the  results  of 
the  administration  of  this  law  than  to  cite  you  illustrations  of  its 
workings. 

It  would  seem  that  there  were  and  are  a  large  number  of  widows  who 
had  never  been  pensioned  or  filed  claims  for  pension.  Many  of  them 
at  that  date  (June  7, 1888)  had  remarried,  and  before  the  passage  of 
this  law  had  no  pensioiiable  status  on  account  of  their  remarriage 
without  filing  claim  for  pension.  The  soldier  husband,  by  reason  of 
wealth,  pride,  or  other  cause,  had  failed  to  file  a  claim  for  pension  and 
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the  widow  had  not  claimed  pension,  though  she  may  have  remained  a 
widow  for  from  one  to  twenty  years  or  more.  After  remarrying,  the 
successor  to  the  soldier  husband,  by  her  claiming  pension  under  the  act 
of  June  7, 1888,  becomes  the  beneficiary  of  this  Government's  generosity 
to  its  defenders,  it  matters  not  what  may  have  been  his  position  during 
the  war. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  established  practice  under  the  law,  I  give 
you  the  result,  viz : 

Claim  Ko.  , ,  captain  in  Company  ,  

Regiment Yolunteer  Infantry,  was  honorably  discharged.     In 

1871  this  captain  died.  He  was  not  a  pensioner,  and  never  had  filed  a 
claim  for  pension.  His  widow  remained  a  widow  until  March  30, 1887, 
when  she  remarried,  having  filed  no  claim,  and,  having  remarried,  had 
no  pensionable  status.  In  1893,  five  years  after  the  act  of  June  7, 1888, 
had  passed,  six  years  after  her  remarriage,  and  twenty-two  years  after 
the  death  of  her  soldier  husband,  she  files  her  claim  for  pension  as  a 
widow,  from  the  date  of  the  death  of  her  soldier  husband  in  1871  to 
the  date  of  her  remarriage  in  1887 — sixteen  years — and  gets  nearly 
$4,000,  practically  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  second  husband. 

Another  illustration : 

Henry  Jordan,  Company , Eegiment  United  States  Colored 

Troops,  died  in  April,  1867.  His  widow  remarried  in  1874.  No  claim 
had  ever  been  filed.  The  youngest  child  became  16  years  old  ill  1883. 
Claim  was  not  filed  until  1891,  since  allowed,  carrying  about  $2,000. 

Many  millions  of  dollars  have  been  paid  out  on  this  class  of  claims. 
There  seems  to  be  no  limit  to  the  number.  Only  recently  a  claim  was 
allowed  that  dated  back  to  1857.  Another,  recently  filed,  claims  from 
1852. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  operation  of  this  law  is  contrary  to  the 
spirit  or  intent  of  a  just  and  generous  recognition  of  the  soldier's  serv- 
ice. I  am,  too,  of  the  opinion  that  the  widow's  pension  is  intended  to 
aid,  assist,  and  comfort  the  soldier's  widow  during  her  widowhood. 
Again,  this  law  has,  with  the  aid  and  interpretation  of  designing  per- 
sons, gotten  the  widow  into  trouble.  In  a  Western  State,  a  colored 
soldier  died  in  the  early  70's,  leaving  a  widow.  Soon  thereafter  the 
widow  remarried.  The  second  husband  died  a  few  years  ago.  The 
widow  was  advised  to  apply  for  a  pension  as  the  widow  of  her  first 
husband,  and  pension  was  secured  covering  the  whole  period  from  the 
date  of  the  death  of  her  first  husband.  She  is  now  serving  a  terra  in 
the  penitentiary.  Only  recently  the  United  States  district  attorney 
in  a  New  England  State  caused  the  arrest  of  a  woman  whose  soldier 
husband  died  in  1869.  She  remarried  in  1870,  filed  her  claim,  estab- 
lished it  by  proof,  and  had  it  allowed  in  1897,  dating  back  to  1869, 
covering  the  period  of  her  widowhood,  as  also  that  of  her  remarriage. 

I  have  only  stated  these  four  cases  to  bring  to  your  attention  very 
briefly  but  plainly  the  operations  of  the  law.  Many,  many  could  be 
recited. 

MINORS. 

Also,  under  section  4702,  as  amended  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1879, 
minors  who  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  30,  40,  or  more  years  are  being 
pensioned  for  the  period  of  their  minority.  Claims  have  been  filed 
(and  are  still  being  filed),  and  many  have  been  allowed,  where  they 
were  not  filed  until  the  minor  had  long  since  passed  the  pensionable 
age  of  minority.  In  many  cases  the  minor  had  married;  and  there  are 
other  cases  where  such  minor  had  become  widowed  and  even  remarried. 
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The  widow  may  have  remarried  within  a  reasonably  short  time  after 
the  death  of  her  soldier  husband,  having  several  young  children  as 
the  soldier's  minors,  she  having  claimed  no  pension.  The  children  may 
have  grown  up  to  mature  manhood  and  womanhood,  and,  as  I  have 
said,  may  have  married,  possibly.  The  widow,  at  this  late  date,  is 
privileged  to  file  a  claim,  and  receive  pension  for  herself  during  her 
widowhood,  and  for  the  minors,  included  in  the  widow's  pension,  until 
the  youngest  minor  shall  have  become  16  years  of  age;  or,  if  the  widow 
has  remarried,  and  has  died  without  receiving  any  pension,  then  the 
minors  may  claim  and  receive  the  pension  from  the  date  of  the  sol- 
dier's death.  This  pension  would  continue  until  they  reached  the  age 
of  16  years,  no  matter  what  might  be  their  age  at  the  date  of  the  filing 
of  the  claim.    This  under  the  present  established  practice. 

The  practice  has  been  changed  from  time  to  time  in  the  past,  Com- 
missioners having  held  that  the  minor's  pension  must  be  claimed 
during  the  period  of  its  minority.  This  has  been  sustained  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  then  again  reversed,  and  so  on,  until  the  prac- 
tice in  the  past  has  been  irregular. 

Tour  Commissioner  is  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  minor's  pension 
was  intended  to  aid,  assist,  and  comfort  the  minor  during  the  period  of 
minority,  and  that  it  was  not  intended  that  the  pension,  either  for  the 
widow  or  the  minor,  was  to  be  hoarded  up  and  drawn  in  bulk  years 
afterwards. 

Section  4702  says  the  pension  shall  be  paid  "to  his  child  or  children 
until  they  severally  attain  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  no  longer." 
So  it  is  in  the  amendad  act  of  August  7, 1882. 

Legislation  should  be  had  to  the  end  that  no  pension  should  be 
granted  to  date  prior  to  the  date  of  filing  the  claim. 

These  old  claims  make  it  very  difficult  for  this  Bureau  to  deal  promptly 
with  the  claimants  and  at  the  same  time  protect  the  interest  of  the 
Government  and  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  pension  roll. 

DROPPINGS   PROM   THE   ROLL. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  the  perfecting  of  the  estab- 
lished practice  of  the  Bureau,  there  is  the  lack  of  a  system  of  registration 
whereby  the  agencies  can  secure  prompt  notice  of  deaths,  remarriages, 
etc.,  of  pensioners,  hence  a  large  number  are  found  on  the  abstract  each 
year  as  dropped  (3,031  last  year)  by  reason  of  failure  to  claim,  the  law 
being  that  if  the  pensioner  fail  to  draw  his  or  her  pension  for  three 
years  such  pensioner  is  dropped  from  the  rolls,  on  the  presumption  of 
death.  So  it  is  with  remarriages  and  other  causes,  the  pension  agen- 
cies having  no  source  whereby  they  can  get  the  necessary  data,  except- 
ing through  calls  upon  the  postmasters,  or  through  volunteer  sources. 
The  250  special  examiners  of  this  Bureau  that  are  doing  work  in  the 
field  can  render  but  little  assistance,  as  they  can  know  but  a  limited 
number  of  the  pensioners,  having  no  directory  or  registry  for  reference. 

A  well-matured  system  of  county  or  district  registration  or  annual 
identification  would  prevent  experts  from  becoming  the  successors  of 
the  pensioners  in  drawing  the  pensions  after  the  original  pensioners 
were  dead  or  remarried. 

CIBOULARS — FAMILY  HISTORY. 

During  the  past  year  a  circular  letter,  with  questions  and  blanks 
for  reply,  was  sent  to  each  invalid  pensioner,  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
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a  statement  from  the  pensioner  himself  as  to  his  family — whether  mar- 
ried or  not,  and  if  his  wife  is  living,  requesting  her  maiden  name, 
when  married,  etc.,  together  with  the  names  of  his  children,  if  any, 
when  born,  names,  etc.;  this  for  the  purpose  of  filing  with  his  papers 
his  own  statement  while  in  life,  thereby  enabling  the  Bureau  to  more 
readily  and  promptly  adjudicate  his  widow's  claim  for  pension,  should 
such  a  claim  be  filed  in  the  future,  thus  saving  the  widow  much  annoy- 
ance in  securing  data  necessary  to  the  passage  of  her  claim. 

PAYMENTS  TO   "UNFIT   PERSONS." 

I  take  pleasure  iu  calling  your  attention  to  recommendation  made  by 
the  Honorable  Commissioner  John  0.  Black,  in  his  annual  report  for 
1887,  viz  : 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  law  he  so  altered  and  amended  as  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  shall  be  authorized  to  order  the  payment  of  pension  to 
the  wife  of  a  pensioner,  or  to  a  suitable  person  in  behalf  of  the  children  of  a  pen- 
sioner, in  cases  where  the  pensioner  shows  by  his  habits  that  he  is  an  unfit  person 
to  receive  or  disburse  such  pension,  or  because  of  his  incompetence,  not  arising, 
perhaps,  to  the  degree  of  lunacy,  but  such  as  to  prove  liim  a  spendthrift,  or  in  cases 
where  he  is  an  inebriate,  or  in  cases  where  his  money  is  spent  upon  improper  per- 
sons or  in  improper  ways.  The  law  as  at  present  existing  limits  the  power  of  the 
Commissioner  very  greatly  in  this  particular,  and  authorizes  him  to  direct  payment 
to  the  wife  or  guardian  only  in  cases  of  insanity,  or  other  mental  incapacity,  or 
imprisonment  Mr  offenses  against  the  laws.  Payment  so  ordered  made  to  any  per- 
son other  than  the  pensioner,  for  the  benefit  of  the  wife  or  children,  should  of  course 
be  made  only  upon  bond,  properly  executed. 

I  commend  this  suggestion  to  your  careful  consideration.  There  are 
many  men — good  men — who  are  incapable  of  properly  taking  care  of 
the  generous  bounty  provided  for  them  by  the  Government.  Many 
instances  are  brought  to  the  attention  of  this  Bureau.  In  a  report 
recently  made  by  one  of  the  efficient  special  examiners  of  this  Bureau, 
where  the  pensioner  will  get,  as  a  first  payment,  about  $4,500,  the 
examiner  sums  up  the  case  with  the  suggestion  that  the  man  would  be 
better  oft'  with  a  small  pension  than  a  large  one;  that  if  he  gets  much 
it  will  be  dissipated,  and  go  to  those  who  never  served  the  cause  of 
the  Government,  and  bring  trouble  upon  the  pensioner  and  those 
dependent  upon  him. 

REMARRIAGES. 

The  act  of  June  27,  1890,  prohibits  the  granting  of  a  pension  to  the 
widow  (under  this  act)  unless  she  was  married  prior  to  the  passage  of 
the  act. 

I  took  occasion  last  year  to  recommend  that  the  laws  granting  pen- 
sions to  widows  of  soldiers  should  be  amended.  After  another  year's 
experience  I  am  fully  convinced  that  such  legislation  would  be  wise  in 
the  interest  of  the  soldier  pensioners,  their  good  name,  and  in  the 
interest  of  good  morals. 

A  TREATISE  ON  BUREAU  PRACTICE, 

for  the  purpose  of  simplifying  and  having  uniform  the  practice  of  the 
Bureau,  and  having  it  harmonious  throughout. 

A  treatise  has  been  prepared  by  the  Bureau,  and  published  by  your 
Department,  which,  it  is  confidently  hoped,  will  serve  to  facilitate  to  a 
great  extent  the  settlement  of  pending  claims  by  placing  before  exam- 
iners, as  simply  as  practicable,  the  requirements  of  the  Bureau  in  the 
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different  classes  of  claims,  aud  thus  enabling  claimants  and  those  who 
adjudicate  these  claims  to  proceed  to  their  settlement  in  a  more  expe- 
ditious and  intelligent  manner. 

LAW  LIBEAEY. 

In  the  proper  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  Bureau  it  is  neces- 
sary daily  to  consult  the  laws  of  the  different  States  and  the  decisions 
of  the  State  courts  interpreting  such  laws,  as  well  as  text-books  relat- 
ing to  different  branches  of  the  law.  Especially  is  this  the  case  in 
questions  relating  to  marriage,  divorce,  and  guardianship. 

The  law  library  is  exceedingly  incomplete,  and  wholly  inadequate  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  service.  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  an 
appropriation  of  $500  be  asked  for,  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  law 
books  necessary  to  be  used  in  the  work  coming  before  the  Bureau. 

MEDICAL  LIBEAEY. 

I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  a  better, 
more  extensive,  and  a  more  modern  library  of  standard  works  on 
medicine  and  surgery  for  the  use  of  the  medical  division  of  this 
Bureau.  For  the  ten  years  ending  June  30, 1897,  there  were  expended 
about  $125  for  standard  reference  medical  publications.  Last  year 
you  generously  allowed  from  the  Department  appropriation  about  the 
same  amount,  which  was,  I  assure  you,  of  very  great  service  in  secur- 
ing a  few  standard  publications ;  but  the  library  is  wholly  inadequate 
for  the  demands  of  the  service  and  responsibility  of  the  work  of  the 
medical  examiners  of  the  Bureau.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  an 
appropriation  of  $300  be  secured  to  purchase  standard  modern  works 
on  medicine  and  surgery. 

EETISION   OF   THE   LAWS. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  general  law  of  July  14,  1862,  there  have 
been  numerous  laws  amendatory,  special  and  general,  with  the  many 
rulings  and  decisions  interpreting  the  laws,  until  the  whole  system  is 
a  most  complex  and  wonderful  network  or  labyrinth  of  laws  and  legal 
opinions,  to  the  end  that  a  precedent  may  be  cited  for  any  action  of 
this  Bureau. 

The  importance  of  the  work  is  such,  and  the  demands  upon  the 
revenues  of  the  Government  so  great,  with  a  prospect  of  much  greater 
in  the  near  future,  that  I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  in  order  to  secure 
reliable,  intelligent,  and  uniform  practice  in  the  future,  a  commission 
should  be  appointed  on  the  revision  of  the  laws,  rules,  and  regulations 
governing  the  issuance  of  pensions. 

WAE  WITH   SPAIN. 

A  separate  division  is  being  organized  for  the  adjudication  of  all 
claims  growing  out  of  the  war  with  Spain;  records  are  being  prepared 
for  registration  of  all  these  claims ;  an  accurate  account  will  be  kept, 
so  that  in  future  actual  results  may  be  known,  and  existing  conditions, 
without  unnecessary  delay. 

It  is  expected  that  the  date  of  the  President's  proclamation  declaring 
war  with  Spain  fixes  the  date  of  the  beginning. 
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These  soldiers  will  receive  their  pensions,  under  the  general  laws,  for 
disabilities  of  a  permanent  character,  contracted  while  in  the  service. 
The  act  of  June  27, 1890,  applies  only  to  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  except- 
ing as  to  dependent  parents. 

Only  a  few  claims  (less  than  100)  have  been  filed  up  to  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year,  and  none  has  been  adjudicated. 

PENSION  BUILDING. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  an  accumulation  of  tons  upon 
tons  of  valuable  papers  and  records  occupy  the  whole  of  the  fourth  or 
upper  story  of  this  building,  and  these  are  known  as  the  admitted  files. 
The  necessity  for  the  preservation  of  these  papers  is  apparent  to  all. 
Much  trouble  has  been  experienced  from  year  to  year  by  reason  of  a 
defective  roof,  and  this  each  year  requires  more  or  less  repairs. 

The  first,  second,  and  third  stories  of  the  building,  with  one  excep- 
tion, are  used  for  the  oflQces  and  adjudicating  divisions  of  this  Bureau, 
and  by  reason  of  overcrowding  and  accumulation  of  papers  more  room 
seems  to  be  an  absolute  necessity.  There  is  no  room  or  space  that  I 
can  set  apart  for  the  use  and  occupancy  of  the  new  division  for  the 
adjudication  of  the  Spanish  war  claims.  The  whole  of  the  court  is  occu- 
pied with  cases  containing  pending  files.  The  basement,  uninhabitable 
in  its  present  condition,  can  not  be  used  for  the  storage  of  papers 
because  of  its  dampness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  (1)  that  the  space  now  occupied  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Eailroads  in  this  building  be  secured  for  the  use 
and  purposes  of  this  Bureau;  (2)  that  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  be 
asked  for  to  run  an  area  from  the  west  entrance  of  the  building  south- 
wardly to  the  southwest  corner,  thence  along  the  south  side  of  the 
buUding  to  the  southeast  corner,  and  thence  to  the  eastern  entrance, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  necessary  ventilation  for  the  basement,  and 
for  the  further  purpose  of  turning  the  surface  water  from  the  building, 
instead  of  into  the  basement,  where  it  now  finds  its  way;  and  (3)  an 
appropriation  of  $2,500  is  recommended  for  ordinary  and  timely  repairs 
of  the  building. 

EMPLOYEES. 

Employees  authorized  by  Congress  in  the  appropriation  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Bureau  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1898,  covering 
the  several  grades  and  classes,  were  1,836.  The  Fifty-fifth  Congress, 
in  the  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1899,  made  a  reduction  of  110 
places  in  the  classified  service,  adding  10  laborers  and  5  female  laborers 
to  the  force,  making  a  net  reduction  of  95.  The  reduction  was  made 
June  30, 1898. 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  there  had  been  reinstated  in  the 
service  of  this  Bureau,  under  Eule  9,  Civil  Service,  121  ex-Union  sol- 
diers, who  had  formerly  served  in  the  Bureau,  and  18  in  the  pension 
agencies,  making  139  restored  to  the  service.  There  had  been  made  261 
promotions  of  ex-Union  soldiers  in  the  Bureau  and  18  in  the  agencies. 
Four  soldiers'  widows  were  reinstated,  2  soldiers'  widows  promoted,  and 
58  orphans  and  relatives  of  soldiers  reinstated  and  promoted.  The 
Civil  Service  Commission  has  furnished  2  clerks  for  the  Bureau  and  7 
for  the  agencies.    All  others  were  reinstatements,  as  set  forth.    During 
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the  fiscal  year  the  Bureau  has  furnished  by  detail  to  other  departments 
and  bureaus,  from  its  authorized  force,  employees  as  follows : 


Department  or  bureau. 


Bepartment  of  the  Interior : 

Secretary's  OiEce 

Patent  Office 

Bureau  of  Education 

Civil  Service  Commission 

Navy  Bepartment 

Executive  Bepartment 

Congress 

Total.... 


Salaries. 


$17, 163. 29 

4, 534. 46 

1,200.00 

9,  629.  89 

242.  29 

2,  752. 44 

3,  701.  04 


39, 223. 41 


a  Part  time. 

During  the  year  the  office  force  was  so  organized  as  to  devote  four 
days  per  week  (Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  and  Thursdays)  to 
original  claims  in  the  adjudicating  divisions,  and  Fridays  and  Satur- 
days to  increase  claims,  the  widows'  sections  continuing  throughout 
the  week  on  widows'  claims. 

It  will  be  observed  that  14,881  invalid  claimants  filed  claims  for 
original  pension  and  21,412  widows  filed  for  original  pension,  making 
a  total  of  36,293  claims  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  or,  rather,  claim- 
ants, as  per  Table  No.  11.  There  were  32,517  original  invalid  pensions 
and  19,310  widows'  original  pensions  granted,  making  a  total  of  51,827 
original  pensions  granted.  This  would  seemingly  indicate  that  51,827 
claimants  had  been  settled  with.  This  is  not  exactly  so,  as  many  of 
these  were  pensioned  under  the  act  of  June  27, 1890,  and  still  have 
claims  awaiting  adjudication  under  the  general  laws. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  working  productive  forcQ  of 
this  Bureau  has  rendered  good,  careful,  conscientious  service  during 
the  year;  the  class  of  claims  we  have  had  to  deal  with  being  largely  of 
long  standing  and  most  difficult. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

H.  Olay  Evans, 

Commissioner. 

The  Seceetaey  of  the  Interior. 


REPORT   OF   THE    SECRETARY   OF   THE    INTERIOR. 


1533 


o 

?g 

•^ 

s 

ro 

R    S 

00         "* 

to       c-1 

o       S 

o 

3  § 

to       "* 

5 

§ 

g 

1 

■3"S|g| 
s  o  .2  S  '^ 

o" 

S 

o 

ID        to 

CO         CO 

in       tr- 

IM         a 

to      t> 

TJH 

CO 

l> 

t-^ 

irf"     oT 

Oi       in 

o"     in 

to 

oo"      co" 

Tp            O 

oo" 

-3 

00 

en 

S    3 

in      c^ 

18    % 

s 

2    ^ 

rH 

O)      a 

^. 

o 

in 

t- 

-o      o 

to      in 

CO         '* 

CO         l> 

(N         CO 

a.      t> 

00 

in 

in 

CO        o 

CD         00 

rH         -* 

rH          CC 

M 

^2 

o 

<s> 

in 

00         CO 

in     oj 

O         1-t 

t- 

g 

tc 

w" 

-sT      W 

Oi      oi" 

TiT     in" 

CM 

o"      oo" 

(M"         -.* 

co" 

1 

■"^ 

" 

Oi 

OS         rH 

g 

•* 

to 

Q 

tM         CO 

cS        '^ 

00         CO 

in       c: 

to        Tji 

r-      (M 

Q 

o 

II 

Oi 

■X 

CO       m 

c^      in 

00         -5 

00      c- 

OJ 

r^ 

.-( 

ai 

O)         O! 

L-         K 

O)        o 

t-        O) 

+3 

to 

CO 

<o" 

<D       cT 

W         g- 

-di"       1> 

a- 

tp"        r-i" 

in       r-^ 

I 

l> 

CO 

-#         CO 

rH         (M 

in 

3         -^ 

CO       -* 

-* 

OD 

in 

K         CO 

in 

£» 

cq 

^- 

1-H 

to" 

.5 

-3 

■»■ 

« 

M 

to 

C£ 

o 

o       ■* 

(M        00 

-f        iH 

in      C! 

"<«         (M 

rH         CQ 

^ 

<D 

to 

CO         «D 

O         CO 

to       CO 

t-       cr 

in 

©^ 

a 

(M 

<M         -H 

l~       c» 

CO         M 

5 

oi      -* 

CO         -i* 

CO 

[^ 

(4 

in 

t^ 

of     t> 

to" 

e 
^ 

Q 

0 

^ 

iH 

■* 

tH 

O             I 

00         !M 

CD         to 

00 

Qd 

II 

n  « 

(M 

oo 

O             ■ 

c»      a^ 

in 

^ 

13 

CO 

T-H 

t-         ->* 

00 

00 

il 

s 

oo" 

co'        I 

s    ^ 

t-" 

1 

f.^ 

■le- 

i 

™  a 
o  © 

^ 

03 

IM 

(N             1 

to         CO 

■^         CO 

00         rH 

C3S 

© 

•»2  ^1 

(D 

(N 

CO 

■* 

CO       c-1 

IS 

5 

1 

t- 

<=>      .-1 

-n" 

rfi 

bO 

3 

.9 

izi 

-d 

^ 

<-3 

^ 

00      m 

in       o 

to       -* 

oc 

CO      in 

M         CM 

CO 

53 

':3   , 

O 

(M         CO 

Tjl            to 

Ol       -*< 

00        o 

03      a- 

(N 

-d 

Si 

1 

O 

cf 

eo" 

in      in 

rn"     to" 

-rjT 

CO         -* 

oT 

■<1< 

^ 

W 

1-1 

s 

(N 

rH 

i 

!» 

^ 

g 

M** 

*"• 

013 

fl 

« 

^3 

rS  cd 

M 

o 

M       in 

in      -* 

to        <M 

CO      in 

M       -<i 

o 

o 

o 

OS 

00       to 

eg 

to 

•S 

a 

rt 

a 

CO 

'"' 

m 

<M 

to" 

'E 

s 

'-' 

CI 

8 

o 

tzi 

>« 

1 

"3 

S 

a 

o 

o      to 

(M      in 

00         ^ 

to      a 

00        C>1 

w      cc 

« 

II 

el  ? 

CO 

c 

Tf«        to 

in      to 

O)       -= 

O         OS 

CO         IT 

o" 

CO 

IT 

in 

(M         (M 

00         t> 

CO        o 

at      N 

in         rH 

-      ^"      00- 

CD         C 
rH         e 

■C9 

1 

■i 
fl 

i 

<o 

CJ         -* 

^ 

Cs 

OJ 

Ifi 

^ 

(M 

t- 

o 

O)        ffl 

"*      in 

(M         to 

rH         t- 

CD         (N 

C-         r- 

00 

o 

c^ 

in 

CO       c» 

in      to 

(M         O 

"^        O 

tH 

e 

iM 

t-      in 

O         ■* 

""■    ?: 

to 

1 

a 

co" 

"*' 

gf     ^ 

rH 

g" 

S 

!zi 

3 

i   i 

:   i 

;   s 

;      ; 

00 

<D 

D 

.    © 

.         (0 

$ 

^d 

1 

F- 

P 

1     i 

CO        oo" 

3     t 

CO          (O 

3    ^ 

1     1 

S     » 

1  ^ 

1 

> 

.§ 

1  i 

>    3 

1 1 

1     ^ 

■E   :! 

a. 

^ 

P 

e-^ 

5    ^ 

S_^ 

5    ^ 

^    ^ 

" 

S 

00 

OS 

rO 

00 

£ 

SS 

S 

o" 

1 
1 

CO 

3 

iH 

Ha 

'd 

1 

1 

O 

< 

^ 

C 

1 

a 

c 

i 

< 

' 

a 
-5 

rH 
CD 

O 

is 

8 

;fl 

3 

CO 

^ 

^ 

^ 

^ 

•5 

,    o 


!  in 

I     00 

'.  cd" 

.--  " 


■  fl  ja    ©  O 

.    «   o      ^4   (D 

•  "jia  gin 

I       ^^   OS  -ta 

■  U  U    00  („ 

■^^  '-' O 

fl  fl     S'«= 

9  a  9  s  o 

.2 .3 .2  '^  <D 

2  2  5  "d-^ 

ass  ®"*^ 


O    O    O  QjC3 

©  <0  (D  05^ 

■D  2  ®  'S  „ 

rt  =3  rf  S  c 

S   b.  >  ftcD 

rj  d  d  t4  d 

d  fl  fl  £  o 

ii§  al 

®  a>  ©  d  cs 
bO  btiM  d  ft 

2  £  fe  "rf  ® 

<D    <D    -D  43Jd 

t-    t>    t>  04^ 

'^'^^  ©  s 

a 


1534 


PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING   THE 


Table  No.  2. — Number  of  pensioners  of  the  various  classes  dropped  from  the  roUs  during 
the  year,  with  the  cause,  and  the  number  of  each  class  on  the  rolls  June  30, 1898. 


Classes. 

By 
death. 

By 
remar- 
riage. 

Minors 

i>y 

legal 

linSta- 

tion. 

By 
failure 

to 
claim. 

For 
other 
causes. 

Total 
numher 
of  pen- 
sioners 
dropped 
from  the 
rolls. 

Total 
numher 
of  pen- 
sioners of 
aU  classes 

on  the 
rollsJune 
30,  1898. 

General  law. 

9,925 

27 

4,783 

339 

5,198 
19 
136 

15,462 

46 

7,224 

331,913 
655 

Army  and  Navy <Nurses 

Widows,  etc . . . 

653 

945 

707 

94,857 

Total 

14,  735 

653 

945 

1,046 

5,353 

22,732 

427, 425 

Classification  of  widows'  roll,  general 
law: 

2,392 

202 

5 

1,730 
448 

6 

291 
356. 

6 

945 

326 
15 

295 
70 

1 

76 
20 
31 
6 
3 

3,086 
693 
981 

2,037 
521 

7 

66,  325 
10  453 

1,836 
13, 572 

2  560 

Brothers  and   sisters,  dependent 

111 

Act  of  June  i1, 1890. 

A              ;i -KT                 rlnvaliaa 

Armya^dmvy {^id„^,_eto.... 

11,  886 
4,944 

834 

748 

386 
636 

13, 106 
8,199 

413,909 
125, 729 

692 

1,179 

Total 

16,830 

692 

1,179 

1,582 

1,022 

21,  306 

539,  638 

Classification  of  widows'  roll,  act  of 
June  27, 1890: 

3,282 
438 

16 
765 
435 

18 

369 
323 

1, 179 

656 
62 

88 
52 

466 

113 

22 

10 

4 

21 

4,673 
926 

1,217 

853 

491 

39 

86,  290 

25,9^5 

4,683 

6,677 

iTafhorn^^* 

2,624 
510 

Warofisn. 

5 
317 

5 
410 

3 

88 

5 

2,407 

322 

88 

6 

415 

2,410 

War  with  Mexico. 

834 
337 

90 
62 

40 
13 

964 
432 

10, 012 

20 

8,143 

Total 

1,171 

20 

162 

53 

1,396 

18, 155 

Indian  wars,  1SSS-1S4S. 

281 
352 

89 
74 

1 
2 

371 
432 

2,019 

4 

4,067 

Total                

633 

4 

163 

3 

803 

6,086 

33,  691 

1,369 

2,124 

3,031 

6,436 

46,  651 

993,  714 

Total  number  of  cbildren  on  the  rolls:  General  law,  18,091;  act  of  June  27,  1890,  47,322.    Total 
minors,  65,413. 
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EEPOET  OP  THE  MARITIME  CAKAL  COMPANY  OF  NIOA- 
EAGUA  FOE  THE  TEAE  1898. 

Department  op  the  Intbeioe, 

Washington,  December  5, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  the  information  of  the 
Senate  the  report  of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua,  sub- 
mitted to  the  Department  this  day,  in  accordance  with  section  6  of  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  February  20, 1889,  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua." 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  N.  Bliss,  Secretary. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  Senate. 


The  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua, 

Ifew  Yorh,  December  5, 1898. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  section  6  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate 
the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua,"  approved  February  20, 
1889,  which  provides  that  the  said  company  shall  make  a  report  on  the 
first  Monday  of  December  in  each  year  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
and  in  accordance  with  instructions  prescribing  the  form  of  such  report 
and  the  particulars  to  be  given  therein,  the  said  Maritime  Canal  Com- 
pany of  Nicaragua  reports  as  follows : 

First.  That  the  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  company  was  held  at 
No.  54  Broad  street,  iu  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  5th  day  of  May, 
1898,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  by-laws,  and  that  at  such  meet- 
ing Messrs.  Charles  P.  Daly,  Daniel  Ammen,  Horace  L.  Hotchkiss, 
Henry  E.  Howland,  and  Kobert  Sturgis  were  duly  elected  directors  of 
said  company  to  fill  the  places  made  vacant  by  the  class  whose  term  of 
ofiice  expired  on  the  5th  day  of  May,  1898,  and  to  serve  for  the  period 
of  three  years,  as  provided  for  in  the  said  act  of  incorporation.  On 
the  11th  day  of  July  Eear-Admiral  Daniel  Ammen,  U.  S.  N.,  one  of  the 
directors,  died.  His  death  leaves  a  vacancy  in  the  class  of  1901,  which 
has  not  yet  been  filled. 

Second.  That  the  board  of  directors  of  said  company  as  now  consti- 
tuted is  composed  of  the  following  stockholders: 

Class  of  1901. — Charles  P.  Daly,  Horace  L.  Hotchkiss,  Henry  E. 
Howland,  and  Eobert  Sturgis. 

Glass  of  1900. — Frederick  F.  Thompson,  Aniceto  G.  Menocal,  Samuel 
B.  Kilner,  Alexander  T.  Mason,  and  George  West. 

Class  of  1899. — Joseph  Bryan,  James  Eoosevelt,  Hiram  Hitchcock, 
and  Thomas  B.  Atkins. 

The  above-named  directors  are  citizens  and  residents  of  the  United 
States. 

Third.  That  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  after 
the  said  annual  election  the  following  oflQcers  were  duly  elected  to 
serve  for  the  ensuing  year,  to  wit:  President,  Hiram  Hitchcock;  vice- 
president,  Charles  P.  Daly ;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Thomas  B.  Atkins. 
All  of  the  officers  so  elected  are  citizens  and  residents  of  the  United 
States.  That  at  said  meeting  the  following  directors  were  elected 
members  of  the  executive  committee,  as  provided  for  in  the  by-laws  of 
said  company,  to  wit:  James  Eoosevelt,  chairman;  Hiram  Hitchcock, 
Henry  E.  Howland,  Frederick  P.  Thompson,  and  Alex.  T.  Mason. 
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Fourth.  That  since  the  organization  of  the  Maritime  Gaual  Company 
of  Nicaragua  10,145  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  com])auy  have 
been  subscribed  for  at  par,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of 
$1,014,500,  of  which  amount  $1,007,840  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury 
in  cash ;  that  there  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury  from  other  sources 
$142,581.89,  making  the  total  amount  of  cash  received  $1,150,421.89. 

Fifth.  That  since  the  organization  of  the  company  it  has  paid  for 
property,  work  and  labor  done,  and  materials  furnished  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  work  of  construction  of  canal  and  in  administration  expenses 
the  sum  of  $1,146,330.58  in  cash,  31,990  shares  of  the  full-paid  capital 
stock  of  the  company  of  the  par  value  of  $3,199,000,  $150,000  of  its 
tirst-mortgage  bonds,  and  its  obligations  for  $6,705,000  of  the  said  first- 
mortgage  bonds.  It  has  also  issued  180,000  shares  of  its  capital  stock, 
of  the  par  value  of  $18,000,000,  in  payment  for  concessionary  rights, 
privileges,  franchises,  and  other  property.  Two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  of  the  amount  first  named  was  represented  by  a 
claim  against  the  Nicaragua  Oanal  Construction  Company  for  cash 
advances  made  on  account  of  purchase  of  equipment,  and  iu  liquidation 
of  which  claim  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  has  received  and  now  holds 
in  its  treasury  obligations  representing  $518,500  of  its  first-mortgage 
bonds,  in  addition  to  2,420  shares  of  its  capital  stock,  which  were  trans- 
ferred and  delivered  to  Thomas  B.  Atkins,  trustee,  in  liquidation  of  said 
account,  to  be  held  by  him  as  trustee  for  the  benefit  of  the  company. 

Sixth.  That  the  liabilities  of  the  company  consist  of  the  amounts 
still  due  under  the  concessions  granted  to  the  company,  of  the  $6,705,000 
of  bonds  before  mentioned,  the  said  bonds  being  due  to  the  assignees 
of  the  Nicaragua  Oanal  Construction  Company  for  work  and  labor  done 
and  materials  furnished  in  the  execution  of  the  work  of  constructing 
the  interoceanic  canal,  and  of  cash  liabilities  outstanding  unpaid  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  $100,000. 

Seventh.  That  the  assets  of  the  company  consist  of  its  unused  capital 
stock,  of  the  $518,500  first-mortgage  bonds,  and  the  2,420  shares  of 
capital  stock  received  in  liquidation  as  aforesaid,  the  concessions, 
rights,  privileges,  and  franchises  which  it  now  owns,  and  of  the  plant, 
equipments,  materials,  lands,  buildings,  structures,  railways,  steam- 
boats, telephone  and  telegraphic  lines,  dredges,  locomotives,  cars, 
machinery,  stores,  machine  shops,  supplies,  and  other  property  in  Cen- 
tral America,  including  the  lands  situated  between  the  lake  and  the 
Pacific,  purchased  from  the  Government  of  Nicaragua  for  the  route  of 
the  canal,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Nicaraguau  con- 
cession. 

.   Work  on  the  canal  is  at  present  suspended,  for  reasons  given  in  our 
last  annual  report. 

By  authority  of  Congress,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
appointed  a  commission  of  engineers  to  examine  and  report  iipon  the 
route  and  surveys  of  the  ^icaragua  canal;  and  this  company  placed 
its  surveys,  maps,  etc.,  at  the  disposal  of  the  commission. 

In  response  to  your  communication  of  May  17  last,  calling  for  infor- 
mation, the  company  reported  on  the  4th  day  of  June  as  follows: 

FIRST.   PROGRESS   MADE  AND  WORK   DONE. 

The  axial  and,  detailed  surveys  of  the  proposed  interoceanic  canal,  its  harbors, 
locks,  and  other  accessory  worlds,  were  completed  iu  1889,  and  the  final  location  of 
the  route  from  ocean  to  ocean  practically  determined.  This  vast  and  most  impor- 
tant work  was  accomplished  at  a  great  expense  of  time,  labor,  and  money.  The 
engineers  employed  were  of  known  and  tried  ability.    Those  in  positions  of  chief 
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responsibility  had  had  extensive  practice  in  works  of  engineering  construction  in 
the  United  States  and  the  tropics.  The  engineers,  administrative  staff,  surveyors, 
and  nearly  all  the  skilled  mechanics  were  hired  iu  the  United  States  and  sent  out 
under  contract  for  at  least  a  year's  service,  and  several  were  continuously  employed 
in  Nicaragua  for  upward  of  three  years.  A  detailed  description  of  the  proposed 
canal  and  the  work  to  be  accomplished  in  its  construction,  together  with  the  maps 
showing  the  route  thereof,  as  the  same  was  finally  located,  was  annexed  to  the  annual 
report  of  the  company  for  the  year  1890,  to  which  reference  is  hereby  made  for  said 
particulars.  No  great  public  work  has  ever  been  so  thoroaghly  and  conscientiously 
surveyed,  and  the  company  has  entire  confidence  in  the  surveys  and  in  the  estimates 
of  cost. 

In  the  location  of  the  canal  line  the  route  chosen  from  among  the  many  tentative 
lines  run  was  that  which  presented  the  fewest  difficulties.  It  was  expected  that 
possible  changes  might  suggest  themselves  as  the  work  progressed,  but  no  change 
from  the  location  first  decided  upon  has  since  been  made,  except  as  further  examina- 
tion and  studies  have  demonstrated  the  certainty  of  betterments,  either  by  shorten- 
ing the  length  or  decreasing  the  difficulties  and  cost  of  construction.  One  or  more 
parties  of  engineers  have  been  engaged  in  critical  examination  of  the  topography 
at  certain  localities  where  previous  surveys  had  suggested  that  betterments  in  the 
location  or  design  might  be  practicable.  In  some  cases,  after  very  close  examination 
and  study,  their  hopes  were  not  realized,  but  in  one  instance  instrumental  examina- 
tions have  completely  demonstrated  not  only  the  practicability,  but  the  economy,  to 
result  from  a  rectification  of  the  line. 

^  The  location  previously  adopted  between  the  sites  of  Locks  Nob.  2  and  3,  involved 
a  curve  of  large  radius  in  the  sailing  line  through  the  second  Deseado  Basin.  It  is 
now  found  that  this  curve  may  be  eliminated,  with  a  saving  in  distance  of  upward  of 
1,000  feet  and  a  saving  in  earth  excavation  of  upward  of  600,000  cubic  yards.  A  site 
for  the  Oohoa  Dam  has  been  located  about  half  a  mile  below  that  originally  chosen. 
The  borings  prove  its  suitability  of  foundation  without  material  iucrease  of  cost 
over  that  already  assigned  in  the  estimates,  and  anotheii  curve  in  the  sailing  line 
may  be  eliminated  and  a  large  reduction  in  mass  of  excavation  will  be  possible.  A 
party  of  engineers  was  for  many  months  engaged  in  boring  the  strata  at  the  pro- 
posed site  of  La  Flor  Dam,  which  is  located  about  3  miles  from  the  Pacific  terminus. 
The  results  demonstrate  the  certainty  of  securing  a  good  foundation  for  the  dam 
and  for  the  locks  which  are  to  be  built  at  this  point. 

A  party  of  engineers  was  also  engaged  for  many  weeks  in  further  surveys  for  the 
minor  canal  required  under  the  concession  to  be  built  between  Lake  Nicaragua  and 
Lake  Managua,  for  steamboat  navigation,  known  as  the  Tipitapa  Canal.  This  work, 
with  the  additions  desired  by  Nicaragua,  has  been  thoroughly  studied  and  plans  pre- 
pared for  completion.  At  the  Machuca  Eapids,  in  the  San  .1  uan  River,  a  considerable 
mass  of  rock  has  been  removed,  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  at  that  point. 

Criticisms  of  the  route  and  surveys  have  prompted  reexaminations,  which  have,  in 
almost  every  instance,  verified  the  correctness  of  the  original  surveys  and  estimates. 
For  example,  it  was  said  that  the  Ochoa  Dam  was  impracticable  for  want  of  rock 
foundation;  but  borings  have  revealed  solid  rock  under  the  entire  bed  and  banks  of 
the  river  at  that  point.  Later  examinations  show  that  there  is  less  rock  than  was 
expected  to  be  removed  from  the  bed  of  the  San  Juan  Kiver,  and  that  there  will  be 
about  3  miles  less  than  the  estimated  dredging  at  the  outlet  of  the  lake. 

Several  months  elapsed  after  the  completion  of  the  surveys  before  the  voluminous 
plans  and  drawings  prepared  by  the  company  were  approved  by  the  Government 
of  Nicaragua  and  the  formal  commencement  of  construction  authorized,  during 
which  time  a  corps  of  engineers  Was  kept  constantly  employed  and  much  valuable 
preparatory  work  was  done,  such  as  the  commencement  of  the  erection  of  permanent 
quarters,  wharves,  storehouses,  clearing  the  ground,  and  accumulating  supplies, 
tools,  machinery,  etc. 

The  necessity  of  securing  a  safe  entrance  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  old  port  (which 
until  1860  was  easily  accessible  to  vessels  of  upward  of  20-foot  draft)  was  realized 
as  indispensable  to  economical  and  rapid  progress,  and  therefore  the  first  work  of 
actual  construction  was  in  execution  of  the  engineers'  plans  for  restoring  the  har- 
bor. One  of  the  means  to  accomplish  this  end  was  the  erection  of  a  breakwater  to 
protect  the  entrance.  This  massive  work,  which  will  ultimately  absorb  much  of  the 
rock  excavated  from  the  divide  cut,  has  been  pushed  out  about  1,000  feet,  and  has 
been  filled  in  with  brush  mattresses,  rock,  and  hydraulic-cement  concrete. 

Quarters  for  accommodation  of  the  workmen  and  storage  for  supplies  were  created 
near  this  work,  and  a  railroad  track  was  laid  upon  the  breakwater  and  extended 
landward  to  facilitate  the  handling  of  building  material  and  other  supplies.  The 
bar  in  front  of  the  old  San  .)uan  Harbor  lias,  since  1860,  been  one  of  the  most  diffi- 
cult on  the  coast.  The  breakwater  was  constructed  from  the  beach  to  and  across 
this  bar,  and,  although  it  encountered  the  full  force  of  the  waves,  it  was  carried  for- 
ward through  the  heavy  surf  without  iutcrruptiou  on  account  of  the  weather  and 
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without  accident  of  any  kind.  As  it  advanced  it  afforded  a  partial  slielter  to  the 
beach  to  leeward  and  also  served  as  a  barrier  to  the  moving  sand,  which,  impelled 
by  the  currents  and  prevailing  winds  and  driven  constantly  to  the  westward,  built 
up  and  maintained  the  sand  spit  that  thirty  years  ago  closed  the  old  port  of  San 
Juan.  This  artificial  interruption  to  the  operation  of  the  winds  and  current  per- 
mitted countervailing  forces  of  nature  to  come  into  play,  so  that  by  the  time  the 
pier  had  been  pushed  out  600  feet  the  sand  beach  under  its  lee  was  swept  away  and 
a  channel  formed  communicating  from  the  open  ocean  to  the  old  harbor,  and  restor 
in^  it  to  the  extent  of  permitting  the  entrance  of  light-draft  seagoing  vessels  at  a 
point  where,  six  months  before,  there  was  a  sand  bank  3  or  4  feet  above  sea  level. 
The  attainment  of  this  result  was  without  the  assistance  of  any  dredge  or  any  arti- 
ficial aid  other  than  that  afforded  by  the  breakwater. 

It  is  evident  from  this  experience  that  the  plan  of  the  engineers  for  the  restoration 
of  the  port  of  San  Juan  is  not  only  theoretically  sound,  but  practicable.  Although, 
since  cessation  of  work,  variations  have  occurred  in  the  conditions  of  the  channel, 
which  at  times  has  been  nearly  closed,  yet  it  only  remains  to  extend  the  pier  to  the 
proposed  length  in  order  to  realize  complete  and  satisfactory  results,  which  no  doubt 
can  be  maintained  with,  at  most,  but  temporary  and  inexpensive  dredging. 

The  construction  of  permanent  buildings  was  begun  in  the  summer  of  1889.  The 
completed  structures  are  all  of  wood  (pine  from  the  United  States),  and  are  roofed 
with  corrugated  galvanized  iron.  The  offices,  quarters,  and  hospitals  are  neat  and 
comfortable,  being  ceiled  and  painted,  and  provided  with  wide  verandas  outside. 
The  permanent  buildings  thus  far  erected  are  iu  the  immediate  vicinity  of  San  Juan, 
where  the  general  headquarters  are  located  and  where  the  most  important  operations 
have  been  concentrated.  They  consist  of  five  groups,  covering  an  area  of  about  If 
acres,  and  have  a  floor  space  as  stated  below : 

Square  feet. 

Headquarters .-.  13,986 

Hospital 14,174 

La  Fe  depot 21,864 

Railroad  headquarters 18,  778 

Camp  Cheney 7,100 

Total 75,902 

Besides  the  above,  numerous  and  extensive  wharves  equipped  for  unloading  freight, 
sheds,  small  outhouses,  water  tanks,  etc.,  were  constructed.  The  machine  and  smiths' 
shops  were  equipped  with  a  varied  and  extensive  assortment  of  modern  tools.  A 
tramway  connects  the  more  important  of  these  establishments. 

Work  in  clearing  the  canal  line  of  forest  growth  was  begun  near  Greytown  in 
January,  1890,  and  for  a  distance  of  about  10  miles  back  from  the  coast  a  clearing  has 
.  been  made  of  486  feet  in  width.  Similar  work  was  commenced  on  the  west  side  of 
Lake  Nicaragua  in  the  month  of  November,  1890,  and  for  9  miles  the  ground  there  is 
ready  for  construction  work.  The  company  paid  the  Government  of  Nicaragua 
$50,000  for  the  lands  required  from  the  lake  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

A  telegraph  line  to  this  interior,  connecting  with  the  telegraph  systems  of  the 
country  and  the  ocean  cables,  was  one  of  the  first  works  commenced,  and  it  was 
soon  pushed  through  to  Castillo,  covering,  with  its  loops,  a  distance  of  60  miles.  In 
addition  to  this  telegraph  service,  all  the  ofiices  aud  the  more  important  camps  and 
stations  were  put  in  telephonic  communication. 

As  the  heaviest  single  body  of  work  to  be  accomplished  on  the  whole  line  is  con- 
centrated within  a  distance  of  3  miles  at  the  rock  cutting,  the  "Eastern  Divide," 
and  as  the  time  required  to  complete  the  canal  will  necessarily  be  measured  by  the 
time  spent  in  opening  this  deep  cut,  it  was  considered  important  to  install  a  plant 
for  the  work  at  the  earliest  date  possible.  The  difficulties  of  transporting  to  the 
divide  the  quantity  of  machinery,  etc.,  needed  for  the  heavy  rock  cutting  to  be  done 
at  that  point  made  requisite  the  immediate  construction  of  a  railroad.  This  work 
was  commenced  in  the  summer  of  1890  and  was  pushed  forward  with  marked  suc- 
cess. The  line  traverses  what  has  always  been  considered  an  impassable  swamp, 
and  for  the  first  10  miles  there  are  but  4  miles  of  hard  ground.  Soon  after  beginning 
the  roadbed  heavy  rains  set  in  and  the  swamp  was  flooded  to  a  depth  of  from  1  to  4 
feet. 

All  the  earth  used  for  filling  had  to  be  brought  from  a  distance  by  construction 
trains,  which  necessitated  laying  the  track  first  and  making  the  required  embank- 
ment afterwards.  To  accomplish  this  a  heavy  corduroy  of  logs  was  laid  for  many 
miles.  These  logs,  which  were  procured  from  the  neighboring  forest,  were  rolled, 
floated,  or  dragged  by  man  power  alone  to  the  line  of  the  proposed  track,  and  there 
laid  transversely  as  compactly  as  possible.  Upon  them  were  placed  longitudinal 
stringers,  consisting  of  native  tree  trunks,  on  which  the  railroad  ties  were  laid,  and 
upon  these  the  steel  rails  were  then  spiked  down.     Trains  loaded  with  earth  were 
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run  out  over  the  structure  and  the  earth  dumped  and  packed  into  the  interstices 
and  under  the  ties,  which  were  raised  gradually  by  the  workmen  until  the  desired 
grade  was  secured.  There  were  6  miles  in  all  of  this  construction  through  swamps, 
the  men  working  most  of  the  time  in  water  reaching  above  the  knees  and  often  to 
the  waist  or  armpits.  The  material  used  for  grading  and  ballasting  the  first  8  miles 
of  the  roadbed  was  taken  from  the  canal  prism  near  the  harbor  and  distriVjuted 
along  the  line  by  construction  trains,  the  cars  being  loaded  by  means  of  a  steam 
shovel  01-  navvy  capable  of  delivering  1,300  cubic  yards  per  day. 

There  are  several  places  along  the  railway  where  streams  and  other  water  courses 
are  crossed.  These  are  spanned  by  pile  bridges,  and  a  powerful  steam  pile  driver 
was  used  in  their  construction.  The  portion  of  road  already  completed  is  the  most 
difficult  of  the  whole  line,  and  but  7  miles  now  remain  to  be  built  to  reach  the  East- 
ern Divide.  There  are  several  miles  of  side  track,  switches,  etc.,  already  in  place, 
and  the  road  is  equipped  for  construction  work  with  4  locomotives,  50  cars,  steam 
shovel,  ballast  unloader,  and  all  other  requisite  appliances.  All  the  cross-ties  and 
bridge  timbers  are  of  Northern  pine,  charged  with  16  pounds  creosote  oil  to  the  cubic 
foot.  At  the  terminus  of  the  harbor  is  a  fine  wharf,  264  feet  long,  built  in  the  best 
manner  of  creosoted  timber  and  equipped  with  modern  steam  conveniences  for  hand- 
ling freight  rapidly.  The  survey  for  the  remainder  of  the  line,  extending  to  the  San 
Juan  River  at  Ochoa,  has  been  completed;  in  fact,  two  locations  have  been  surveyed 
andprofiles prepared  insufficient  detail  to  permit  accurate  estimates  of  cost.  Between 
Lake  Nicaragua  and  the  Pacific  the  railroad  line  is  also  located  and  everything  made 
ready  for  its  construction,  which  must  necessarily  precede  the  inauguration  upon  a 
larger  scale  of  the  work  of  excavation. 

In  the  summer  of  1890  there  was  purchased  from  the  American  Contracting  and 
Dredging  Company  the  extensive  and  valuable  plant  used  so  successfully  on  the 
eastern  end  of  the  Panama  Canal.  The  property  consisted  of  7  dredges,  then  the 
most  powerful  ever  built,  2  fine  tug  boats,  20  lighters,  several  launches,  the  equip- 
ment of  an  entire  machine  shop,  statiouary  engines,  pumps,  and  a  vast  quantity  of 
tools,  spare  parts,  materials  for  repairs,  etc.  Dredging  on  the  canal  line  west  of  the 
harbor  was  carried  forward,  and  a  point  well  inland  was  reached  by  an  open  chan- 
nel, 17  feet  deep  and  varying  in  width  from  150  to  230  feet,  which  drains  the  swamp 
and  lowers  the  level  of  the  swamp  waters,  thereby  securing  for  the  railroad  embank- 
ment immunity  from  injury  by  flood  waters.  No  obstructions  to  free  dredging  have 
been  encountered  so  far,  although  the  canal  has  now  been  opened  for  a  distance  of 
about  8,750  feet. 

Natives  of  Central  America  and  negroes  from  the  island  of  Jamaica  have  been 
employed  for  unskilled  labor,  and  all  employees  have  been  not  only  housed  and  fed 
by  the  company,  but  also  supplied  with  medicine  and  hospital  attendance.  The  rate 
of  wages  paid  to  ordinary  laborers  varies  from  20  to  30  soles  per  month,  and  it  is  evi- 
dent from  past  experience  that  an  abundance  of  acclimated  labor,  entirely  adapted 
to  the  company's  needs,  is  readily  obtainable  from  the  localities  named.  No  Chinese 
or  other  Asiatic  workmen  have  been  employed. 

In  addition  to  the  results  already  achieved,  as  hereinbefore  set  forth,  the  company 
organized  and  established  in  Nicaragua  a  complete  hospital  service  and  perfected 
the  sanitary  arrangements  in  and  about  its  camps  and  headquarters.  In  the  early 
part  of  1889  the  medical  work  was  carried  on  by  assistant  surgeons  located  at  dif- 
ferent points  along  the  canal  route,  but  the  department  was  not  regularly  organized 
until  October  of  that  year,  when  a  chief  surgeon  was  appointed  and  the  hospital  at 
headquarters  was  virtually  completed  and  made  ready  for  occupation. 

The  hospital  consists  of  13  buildings,  of  which  5  are  two-story  structures  sur 
rounded  by  broad  verandas.  The  remaining  buildings  of  the  group  are  one-story 
structures,  for  the  most  part  built  of  wood.  The  total  capacity  of  the  hospital  is 
125  beds.  It  is  situated  on  the  beach,  about  500  feet  from  the  surf,  and  was  equipped 
with  a  first-class  pharmacy  and  operating  room.  In  1890  it  was  found  necessary  to 
erect,  8  miles  up  the  railway  hue,  at  Camp  Perez,  a  temporary  hospital,  known  as 
Temporary  Hospital  No.  1.  accommodating  about  50  patients.  This  hospital  consists 
of  ne  large  building,  containing,  in  addition  to  the  general  laborers'  ward,  a  phar- 
macy and  nurses'  rooms.  A  second  building  was  erected  for  culinary  purposes. 
Medical  stations  were  established  and  operated  at  different  times  at  points  remote 
from  the  hospitals,  according  to  the  necessities  of  the  work.  They  were  established 
at  Camp  Francis,  on  the  beach;  Carazo,  on  the  San  Juan  River;  Poco-Mas- Arriba; 
Satisfaction,  on  the  Deseado  River;  Lake  Silico,  San  Francisco  River,  and  at  Rail- 
way Camp  No.  1.    These  stations  are  all  on  the  Atlantic  division. 

On  the  Pacific  division  stations  have  been  operated  at  different  times  at  Eivas  and 
Tipitapa.  In  connection  with  headquarters  hospital  an  efficient  ambulance  service 
was  maintained.  The  company  also  operated  a  road  ambulance  to  stations  on  the 
beach  and  a  car  ambulance  between  the  hospital  and  La  Fe,  at  which  latter  place 
connections  were  made  with  the  railway  terminus,  the  navigation  docks,  and  the 
breakwater.    On  the  railway  line  an  ambulance  caboose  car  was  used.    Any  existing 
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opinion  regarding  the  unhealthfalness  of  the  climate  in  Nicaragua  is  erroneous. 
Par  removed  from  the  severity  of  the  northern  winters,  though  geographically  in 
the  Tropics,  the  temperature  is  moderate  and  equable  throughout  the  whole  year. 
The  northeast  trade  winds  temper  the  atmosphere  and  have  a  marked  influence. 
The  mean  temperature  during  1890  was  77.25^  P.  In  1891  there  was  an  extreme 
range  of  28°,  from  a  minimum  of  67°  to  a  maximum  of  95°,  or  a  mean  of  81"  P. 
This  difference  of  mean  temperature  was  probably  due  to  the  decrease  of  the  annual 
rainfall. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  the  country  teems  with  fatal  maladies,  and  that  the  canal 
employees  would  be  exposed  to  severe  types  of  fever  as  soon  as  the  work  of  excava- 
tion was  commenced.  This,  however,  has  not  proved  to  be  the  case,  as  an  examina- 
tion of  the  records  and  statistics  kept  by  the  medical  department  will  show.  The 
dredges  have  already  advanced  over  a  mile  into  the  swamps  without  encountering 
anything  but  sand  and  light  loam,  which,  exposed  to  the  sun,  produces  no  unusual 
sickness,  and  the  borings  prove  that  the  soil  as  far  as  the  foothills,  or  the  entire 
width  of  the  swamp  lands,  is  of  a  similar  character. 

Most  of  the  diseases  met  with  have  been  mild  in  type.  This  is  especially  true  of 
bronchitis  and  pneumonia.  The  cases  of  fever  are  of  the  remittent  or  intermittent 
type,  very  amenable  to  treatment,  and  not  of  as  long  duration  as  in  the  United 
States.  Chagres  fever  is  entirely  unknown  as  an  epidemic  disease,  and  in  1890, 
when  a  number  of  cases  were  brought  on  towing  steamers  in  the  service  of  the  com- 
pany from  Colon  to  Nicaragua,  every  one  taken  to  the  canal  hospital  recovered, 
while  of  those  admitted  from  the  same  ships  to  the  Colon  hospital  a  number  died. 
It  is  proper  to  say  that  the  medical  organization  aud  the  system  of  sanitation  inaug- 
urated by  the  company  proved  itself  to  be  exceedingly  valuable  in  maintaining  a 
death  rate  which  is  not  only  very  greatly  below  that  of  any  other  known  large  work 
of  construction  in  its  hospital  records,  but  also  is  very  materially  below  the  death 
rates  of  hospitals  in  the  United  States. 

These  results  may  be  summarized  as  follows : 

(1)  The  prosecution  and  completion  of  the  final  surveys  for  location  and  construc- 
tion and  surveys  for  economical  improvements  as  to  details. 

(2)  The  subterranean  examinations  of  the  strata  requiring  removal  by  means  of 
borings  with  the  diamond  drill. 

(3)  The  demonstration  of  the  practicability  and  safety  of  the  required  harbors. 

(4)  The  construction  of  extensive  wharves  and  landing  facilities. 

(5)  The  erection  of  permanent  buildings  for  offices,  quarters,  hospitals,  storehouses, 
shops,  etc. 

(6)  The  building  of  a  large  number  of  temporary  camps  along  the  line  for  accom- 
modation of  employees. 

(7)  The  completion  of  a  telegraph  line  permitting  ready  communication  with  the 
work. 

(8)  The  clearing  of  the  canal  line  of  timber  for  some  20  miles. 

(9)  The  completion  of  surveys  for  location  and  of  plans  for  construction  of  the  rail- 
road system,  and  the  construction  aud  equipment  of  11  miles  of  this  line. 

(10)  The  acquisition  of  valuable  and  extensive  plant. 

(11)  The  opening  of  over  a  mile  of  the  canal. 

(12)  The  acquirement  from  P.  A.  Fellas,  in  accordance  with  the  Nicaragua  con- 
cession, of  the  exclusive  franchise  for  the  steam  navigation  of  the  San  Juan  River 
and  Lake  Nicaragua. 

(13)  And  lastly,  what  is  felt  to  be  the  most  important  result  of  all,  is  the  demon- 
stration, secured  by  experience,  of  the  salubrity  of  the  climate,  the  efficiency  of 
labor,  and  the  sufficiency  of  the  estimates  of  the  chief  engineer  for  the  harbor  and 
canal  dredging  and  railroad  work. 

The  Government  of  Nicaragua,  by  a  communication  dated  November  8,  1890,  has 
officially  recognized  and  declared  that  the  company  has  more  than  complied  with  the 
provisions  of  article  47  of  the  concession,  requiring  the  expenditure  of  $2,000,000 
during  the  first  year  of  the  work.  This  formal  acknowledgment  confirms  the  com- 
pany's title  to  the  concessionary  rights  for  a  term  of  ten  years  in  which  to  complete 
the  canal,  and  to  extensions  contemplated  in  the  concessions. 

Injustice  to  the  company  the  statement  should  be  made  that  many  thousands  of 
dollars  were  expended  by  the  company  in  reopening  the  route  for,  and  in  otherwise 
aiding,  the  Nicaragua  Canal  Commission,  appointed  by  authority  of  Congress  in  1895. 

SECOND.      PROPERTY  AND  PRESENT   CONDITION. 

The  accumulated  property  before  referred  to  is  represented  by  surveys,  solutions 
of  important  problems,  works  of  construction,  plant,  etc. 

The  company  holds  the  concessions  from  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica,  and  the  char- 
ters from  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Vermont.  The  concessions  concede  to 
the  stockholders  of  the  company  6  per  cent  of  the  company's  securities.    Thesn 
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franchises  and  all  that  they  include  and  imply,  as  the  basis  upon  which  the  enter- 
prise must  necessarily  rest,  are  of  great  value,  and  they  are  not  likely  to  be  ever 
again  so  potently  and  completely  associated  together. 

These  concessions  convey  most  valuable  rights  of  navigation  of  the  San  Juan  Eiver, 
and  other  riparian  rights.  The  concession  from  Nicaragua  carries  land  estimated  at 
1,000,000  acres  in  extent,  and  that  from  Costa  Eica  lands  estimated  at  300,000  acres, 
the  total  value  of  which,  including  mining  rights,  must  be  very  large. 

In  August,  1893,  work  of  construction  was  suspended  (as  has  been  stated  in 
annual  reports  of  the  company)  because  of  the  financial  embarrassment  of  the  con- 
struction company  which  had  contracted  for  the  construction  of  the  canal.  Since 
the  suspension  of  construction  the  company  has  endeavored  to  protect  all  of  its 
property,  in  order  that  it  may  be  available  on  the  resumption  of  work.  In  that 
climate,  however,  deterioration  is  rapid,  and  the  dredges  especially  have  suffered 
accordingly.  The  canal  excavations  retain  their  original  depth  and  form,  and  the 
embankments  are  undisturbed.  The  buildings,  railroad,  and  equipment  are  in  fair 
conditions,  all  things  considered.  The  great  breakwater,  1,000  feet  long,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  canal  is  permanent  and  solid,  and  fully  meets  the  expectations  of  the 
engineers. 

THIKD.      EXPENDITURES. 

Since  undertaking  the  canal  enterprise  the  company  (including  its  agents)  has 
expended — 

For  preliminary  expenditures  incident  to  procurement  of  concessions . .     $280, 000. 00 

For  surveys,  plant,  construction,  navigation,  rights,  and  lands 4,  287,  736. 73 

For  administration  and  care  of  property 268,  692.24 

4,836,428.97 
Cash  obligations,  estimated 300, 000.  00 

5, 136,  428. 97 

The  interest  on  these  expenditures  to  June  1, 1898,  at  6  per  cent,  would  amount  to 
$1,864,420. 

FOURTH.      THE  BOND  AND   STOCK  OBLIGATIONS. 

Bond  obligations  for  work  done $6,  855,  000 

Less  bonds  taken  in  liquidation 518, 500 

Net  bond  obligations 6,336,500 

Stock  sold 1,014,500 

Stock  paid  for  concessions 12,  000,  000 

Stock  issued  to  Nicaragua 6, 000,  000 

Stock  to  be  issued  to  Costa  Rica 1,  500,  000 

Stock  paid  for  work $3,199,000 

Less  stock  taken  in  liquidation 242,  000 

2,957,000 

Total  stock  obligation    23,471,500 

The  company  now  calls  your  attention  to  the  statement  made  by  its 
president  to  the  Select  Committee  of  the  United  States  Senate  on  the 
Construction  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal,  January  28, 1897,  as  to  the  rela- 
tions between  the  company  and  the  Governments  of  Nicaragua  and 
Costa  Eica,  and  printed  as  Senate  Doc.  No.  102,  Fifty-fourth  Congress, 
second  session,  and  now  annexed  to  this  report  as  Exhibit  A. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1897,  the  Government  of  Nicaragua  made  a 
contract  with  the  Atlas  Steamship  Company,  an  English  corporation, 
granting  the  latter  navigation  rights  on  Lake  Nicaragua  and  the  San 
Juan  Eiver  and  other  privileges,  which  contract  conflicts  with  the  con- 
cession held  by  this  company. 

On  the  24th  day  of  February,  1898,  the  Government  of  Nicaragua 
made  a  contract  with  J.  La  Motte  Morgan,  authorizing  him  to  obtain 
the  recognition,  in  any  bills  before  the  TJnited  States  Congress,  of  the 
right  of  Nicaragua  to  6  per  cent  of  bonds  as  well  as  6  pef  cent  of  stock 
of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company.  Mr.  Morgan  presented  the  subject 
to  the  company  and  demanded  6  per  cent  of  the  bonds,  and  was 
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informed  that  the  company's  construction  of  article  50  of  the  conces- 
sion did  not  warrant  this  claim  of  Nicaragua,  and  that,  while  the  com- 
pany would  be  pleased  to  have  Nicaragua  receive  every  benefit  to  which 
she  could  possibly  be  entitled,  yet  this  difiereuce  of  construction  of 
article  50  could  only  be  adjusted  by  arbitration,  as  provided  in  article 
55.     This  proposed  arbitration  was  declined. 

On  the  loth  of  August  last  the  jiresident  gave  you  information  about 
a  certain  syndicate,  and  wrote  as  follows : 

The  Jiaritime  Canal  Company  was  chartered  hy  Congress  in  the  face  of  a  combined 
European  and  American  opposition.  Its  stock,  under  the  terms  of  the  concessions, 
was  publicly  ofl'ered  to  the  people  of  the  nations  of  the  world.  The  amount  sub- 
scribed was  by  the  incorporators,  who  still  retain  it,  and  whose  faith  in  the  enter- 
prise has  never  wavered.  They  made  the  payments  and  expenditures  required  under 
the  terms  of  the  concessions.  Soon  afterwards  a  resolution  was  offered  in  the  United 
States  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  directing  an 
examination  into  the  affairs  of  the  company,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  what  part, 
if  any,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  should  take  in  the  construction  of  the 
canal.  This  led  to  the  introduction  of  a  bill  amending  the  charter,  which  has  since 
been  followed  by  many  bills  of  similar  purport.  The  effect  of  the  proposed  Con- 
gressional legislative  action  has  been  to  cause  capital  at  home  and  abroad  to  say 
that  it  would  await  such  action,  or  to  say  that  only  the  Government  itself  could 
construct  and  protect  so  large  a  work  with  such  vast  international  relations  and 
responsibilities.  The  financial  panic  of  1893  caused  the  cessation  of  work  by  its 
agents. 

This  condition  of  affairs  has  necessarily  led  to  a  waiting  attitude  on  the  part  of 
the  company,  during  which  time  its  franchises  and  possessions  have  been  actively 
coveted  by  aspiring  rival  routes  and  interests,  sometimes  under  the  indirect  inspira- 
tion of  foreign  powers;  and  it  has  encountered  criticisms  and  direct  opposition  of 
enemies  in  the  United  States  and  Central  America. 

In  the  face  of  all  this  the  company  has  remained  solvent  ana  faithful  to  its  trusts, 
and  it  has  protected  the  enterprise  and  preserved  it  for  the  people  and  Government 
of  the  United  States.  Now  that  what  the  company  has  believed  in  and  patiently 
labored  and  waited  for  these  long  years  has  recently  been  so  clearly  demonstrated 
to  the  understanding  of  everyone  to  be  a  national  necessity,  it  occurs,  as  before  in 
human  experience,  that  others  wish  to  acquire  it.  But  it  would  be  a  work  of  mani- 
fest injustice  for  any  combination  of  our  citizens  at  this  late  day,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  attempt  to  supplant  this  company  of  American  citizens  in  the  rights  and 
property  of  an  enterprise  they  have  so  truly  conserved  until  all  could  clearly  see 
that  the  fullness  of  time  had  come. 

Congress  has  the  right  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  company  in  such  terms  as  it 
deems  wise,  and  can  therefore  make  its  own  conditions.  If  it  provides  funds  for  the 
construction  of  the  canal,  the  canal  Is  in  reality  constructed  from  that  hour. 

The  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua  has  only  the  desire  that  the  canal 
may  soon  be  a  reality,  whatever  the  result  may  be  to  its  incorporators;  and  it 
confides  in  the  honor  and  justice  of  the  Government  that  created  it. 

The  syndicate  referred  to  was  formed  and  parties  representing  it 
went  to  Mcaragua  and  Gosta  Eica  to  obtain  concessions.  Later  the 
syndicate  became  convinced  that  it  was  unwise  to  obtain  concessions 
under  existing  conditions,  and  it  dissolved. 

The  Government  of  Mcaragua,  however,  without  being  informed  of 
this  dissolution,  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  parties  claiming  to 
represent  the  syndicate,  which  agreement  is  in  violation  of  the  rights 
and  interests  not  only  of  this  company,  but  of  the  United  States  and 
of  Costa  Rica, 

In  witness  whereof  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Mcaragua  has 
caused  its  corporate  seal  to  be  hereunto  affixed  and  these  presents  to 
be  signed  by  its  president  and  secretary  this  5th  day  of  Pecamber, 
A.  D.  1898. 

[SEAL.]     The  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua, 

Hiram  Hitchcock,  President. 
Thos.  B.  Atkins,  /Secretary. 

Hon.  C.  N.  Bliss, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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State  of  New  Yoek, 

City  and  County  of  New  YorTc,  ss : 
Hiram  Hitchcock,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  the  president  of 
the  said  The  Maritime  Oanal  Company  of  Nicaragua;  that  he  has  read 
the  foregoing  annual  report  and  knows  the  contents  thereof,  and  that  the 
same  is  in  all  respects  correct  and  true. 

Hiram  Hitchcock. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  December,  1898. 

[seal.]  V.   BlGELQ-W, 

Notary  Public,  New  York  County. 

State  of  New  Toek, 

City  and  County  of  Netc  Yorlc,  ss  : 
Thomas  B.  Atkins,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  the  secretary  of 
the  said  The  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua;  that  he  has  read 
the  foregoing  annual  report  and  knows  the  contents  thereof,  and  that  the 
same  is  in  all  respects  correct  and  true. 

Thos.  B.  Atkins. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  December,  1898. 

[SEAL.]  V.   BiGELOW, 

Notary  Public,  New  York  County. 

State  of  New  Toek, 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss  : 

On  the  6th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  1898,  before  me  personally 
came  Thomas  B.  Atkins,  known  to  me  to  be  the  secretary  of  The  Mari- 
time Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua,  and  with  whom  I  am  personally 
acquainted,  who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  did  depose  and  say  that  he 
resided  in  Roselle,  N.  J. ;  that  he  was  the  secretary  of  The  Maritime 
Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua;  that  he  knew  the  corporate  seal  of  said 
company;  that  the  seal  afSxed  to  the  foregoing  report  was  such  cor- 
porate seal ;  that  it  was  so  affixed  by  the  order  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  said  company,  and  that  he  signed  his  name  thereto  by  the  like  order 
as  secretary  of  the  said  company. 

And  the  said  Thomas  B.  Atkins  further  said  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  Hiram  Hitchcock,  and  knew  him  to  be  the  president  of  said 
company;  that  the  signature  of  the  said  Hiram  Hitchcock  subscribed 
to  the  said  instrument  was  in  the  genuine  handwriting  of  the  said 
Hiram  Hitchcock,  and  was  thereto  subscribed  by  the  like  order  of  the 
said  board  of  directors,  and  in  the  presence  of  him,  the  said  Thomas  B. 
Atkins. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  official  seal  this 
5th  day  of  December,  1898. 

[seal.]  v.  Bigelow, 

Notary  Public,  New  York  County. 


Exhibit  A. 

[Senate  Doonment  No.  102,  Fifty-fourtli  Congresa,  second  session.] 

Mr.  Morgan,  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Construction  of  the 
Nicaragua  Canal,  reported  the  following  statement,  made  on  examina- 
tion, by  Hiram  Hitchcock,  president  of  the  Maritime  Oanal  Company 
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of  Nicaragua,  as  to  the  existing  relations  between  that  company  and 
the  Governments  of  Nicaragua  and  Oosta  Eica: 

Thursday,  January  38, 1897. 

The  committee  met  at  10.30  a.  m. 

The  Chairman.  This  meeting  has  been  specially  called  to  hear  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Hiram  Hitchcock,  president  of  the  Maritime  Canal 
Company  of  Nicaragua,  who  has  been  summoned  by  the  committee  to 
give  the  committee  information  with  reference  to  the  canal  company. 

I  will  lirst  ask  you,  Mr.  Hitchcock,  what  differences,  if  any,  your 
company  has  had  with  the  Governments  of  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Eica 
in  connection  with  the  building  of  the  canal? 

Mr.  Hitchcock.  The  same  is  true  with  regard  to  any  substantial 
differences  as  was  true  when  I  was  first  called  before  the  Senate  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Eelations,  June,  1890.    I  then  said : 

I  may  as  ■well  perhaps  say,  as  you  ask  me  the  question,  with  reference  to  that,  that 
there  is  no  point  of  difference  remaining  unsettled  between  the  company  and  Nica- 
ragua at  the  present  time.  That  leads  me  to  say  (without  assuming  to  he  able  to 
give  you  gentlemen  the  least  information  on  that  point)  that  it  is  proper  that  you 
should  know  from  us  officially  the  relations  which  exist  between  us  and  Nicaragua, 
and  in  fact  Central  America  generally.  It  is,  as  I  said  before,  perhaps  unnecessary 
to  state  these  facts,  but  there  are  complicated  questions.  The  rights  to  the  San  Juan 
River,  the  boundary  questions  between  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica,  always  come  up 
when  any  question  of  transit  across  that  isthmus  arises.  You  will  find  that  under 
Tyler's  Administration,  in  1842,  this  matter  was  somewhat  considered  by  Mr.  Webster, 
and  it  has  been  before  every  Secretary  of  State  in  some  aspect  from  that  time  to  this. 
It  involves  the  canal  question.  Now,  the  question  of  the  respective  rights  in  this 
particular  route  was  supposed  to  have  been  settled  under  the  treaty  of  limits  between 
those  two  powers  of  1858.  Under  that  treaty,  while  Nicaragua  owns  the  entire  route, 
yet  Costa  Rica  has  the  right  to  navigation  and  has  the  right  to  be  consulted. 

Now  I  come  down  to  the  point  where  it  concerns  this  particular  concession.  The 
Nicaragua  Canal  Association,  which  was  formed  in  1886,  sent  out  early  in  1887  to 
obtain  a  concession  to  build  this  canal.  Nicaragua  had  the  right  to  give  this  con- 
cession, and  in  it  gave  us  the  fullest  freedom  to  locate  the  route ;  but,  for  the  reason 
that  the  treaty  of  1858  gives  to  Costa  Rica  the  right  of  navigation  and  that,  in  the 
construction  of  the  canal,  waters  would  be  made  to  overflow  Costa  Rican  territory, 
Costa  Rica  took  the  ground  that  Nicaragua  should  have  recognized  that  treaty  to 
the  extent  at  least  of  obtaining  the  consent  of  Costa  Rica  to  this  concession. 
Nicaragua  did  not  do  that.  We  accepted  the  concession  in  good  faith,  believing 
Nicaragua  had  the  absolute  right  to  grant  it.  The  first  thing  we  encountered  was 
a  protest,  thirty  or  forty  days  thereafter,  from  Costa  Rica,  announcing  that  the 
concession  was  of  no  value  because  she  had  not  been  consulted.  The  Government 
of  Nicaragua  could  have  consulted  her  before,  and  have  gone  on  and  satisfied  her 
for  any  damages  which  the  overflow  might  do  to  her  territory,  but  we  were  left  to 
make  terms  with  Costa  Rica.  We  then  for  six  months  negotiated  to  obtain  a  con- 
cession from  Costa  Rica,  when  this  was  accomplished.  Nicaragua  immediately  pro- 
tested against  our  concession  from  Costa  Rica.  We  assured  Nicaragua  that  we  had 
accepted  the  concession  from  Costa  Rica  simply  in  the  nature  of  a  quitclaim  of  any 
rights  she  might  ha  ve ;  an  d  when  we  formed  o  ar  company  and  accepted  the  Costa  Rica 
concession  we  accepted  it  only  in  so  far  as  it  did  not  conflict  with  the  territorial 
rights  and  proprietary  interests  of  the  Republic  of  Nicaragua.  Thus  we  were 
entirely  open  and  frank  in  the  whole  transaction. 

Now,  you  will  readily  see  that  up  to  that  point  it  was  useless  to  talk  about  the 
sale  of  bonds  with  the  protest  of  either  Government  pending.  Then  when  the  first 
expedition  sent  out  after  the  Maritime  Company  was  organized  commenced  wort  on 
the  3d  of  June,  1889,  Nicaragua  officially  notified  us  that,  while  she  would  protest 
against  our  concession  from  Costa  Rica,  yet  she  would  not  go  beyond  protesting  and 
would  not  interfere  with  the  construction  of  the  canal.  But  in  July  Nicaragua 
ordered  the  stopping  of  our  work  at  Greytown.  We  did  not  pay  attention  to  that 
order,  because  she  immediately  modified  it  by  saying  that  she  would  not  regard  the 
work  as  an  official  commencement  of  permanent  work.  The  troubles  continued  and 
were  fostered  by  parties  from  England,  whose  names  I  know,  who  wanted  to  have 
the  24th  day  of  October  arrive  and  the  Government  of  Nicaragua  not  recognize  that 
we  had  begun  our  work,  so  that  our  concession  would  lapse.  On  the  16th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1889,  the  Government  of  Nicaragua  notified  us  officially  that  if  we  did  not 
confine  ourselves  within  her  limits,  thereby  ignoring  any  rights  or  claims  of  Costa 
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Rica,  she  would  not  approve  our  surveys  nor  recognize  the  commencement  of  the 
work  of  construction,  and  that  on  the  24th  of  October  she  should  consider  our  con- 
cession as  having  lapsed. 

This  course  of  Nicaragua  was  so  unjust  that  I  went  immediately  to  the  Govern- 
ment here,  through  the  State  Department.  I  stated  the  case  fiiUy.  Mr.  Blaine  met 
the  question  with  great  fairness  and  promptness,  and  immediately  wired  to  the 
American  minister  at  Central  America  (Mr.  Mizner)  to  go  to  Nicaragua  and  say  to 
the  Nicaraguan  Government  that  he  was  surprised  at  the  report  of  the  attitude 
of  the  Nicaraguan  Government  toward  this  company,  and  wished  him  to  examine 
into  the  facts  and  report  to  the  State  Department  here,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assure 
the  Government  of  Nicaragua  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  would  not 
remain  passive  and  see  the  rights  of  its  citizens  threatened.  That  dispatch  of  Mr. 
Blaine  had  the  desired  eflect.  Mr.  Mizner  and  Mr.  Hall,  our  permanent  agent  there, 
arranged  a  plan  by  which  Nicaragua  could  recede  from  her  position  with  dignity, 
which  was  in  the  form  of  a  joint  declaration.  On  our  part  we  agreed  to  go  on  and 
build  the  canal  in  good  faith  under  the  concession  and  the  Nicaraguan  Government 
agreed  to  approve  the  surveys  and  work,  so  that  the  work  of  construction  was  recog- 
nized officially  as  commenced  on  the  8th  of  last  October.  I  will  submit  copies  of  the 
telegrams  between  the  President  of  Nicaragua  and  myself. 

[Copy  of  telegrsiiu  sent  October  9, 1889.] 

His  Excellency  President  of  Nicaragua, 

Managua : 
Please  accept  my  sincere  congratulations  upon  the  happy  termination  of  all  differ- 
ences, and  the  company's  assurance  that  it  will  vigorously  prosecute  the  work  of  the 
canal  in  the  interest  of  Nicaragua  and  the  whole  commercial  world. 

Hiram  Hitchcock, 
President  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nioaragua. 


[Translation  of  telegram  received  from  the  President  of  Nicaragua  in  reply  to  ours  of  October  9.] 

Managua,  October  11,  1889. 
President  of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua : 

I  congratulate  myself  jointly  with  you  upon  the  happy  settlement  of  the  canal 
question,  and  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  I  oifer  the  cordial  assistance  of  my 
Government  to  the  efforts  of  the  company  for  the  realization  of  this  grand  enterprise. 

Roberto  Sacaza, 

President  of  the  BepaMic, 

Mr.  Hitchcock  explained  that  this  was  mainly  a  repetition  of  his 
statement  before  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  June  5, 1890. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Hitchcock,  will  you  please  relate  to  the  committee 
in  detail  your  interview  with  Mr.  Blaine  just  referred  to'? 

Mr.  HiTOHOOOK.  I  have  here  a  memorandum,  made  at  the  time,  of  a 
confidential  interview  with  the  Hon.  James  G.  Blaine,  Secretary  of 
State,  in  Washington,  on  the  7th  of  May,  1889,  at  which  were  present 
ex-Chief  Judge  Charles  P.  Daly,  Engineer  A.  Gr.  Menooal,  and  myself. 
I  stated  to  Mr.  Blaine  that  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua, 
chartered  by  Congress,  had  just  been  organized,  and  recited  to  him  the 
history  of  the  enterprise  up  to  that  time,  including  some  of  the  numer- 
ous interests  opposed  to  the  construction  of  the  canal,  and  that  the 
opposition  had  in  vain  endeavored  to  induce  President  Cleveland  not 
to  sign  the  charter  of  the  company.  The  last  move  of  the  enemies  of 
the  canal  was  to  bring  an  ineffectual  suit  in  New  York  to  prevent  our 
organizing  under  the  charter  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Blaine  gave  us  some  valuable  information  with  reference  to  the 
relations  of  the  United  States  to  the  Central  American  States  and  then 
said  that  the  canal  must  be  built  and  controlled  by  the  United  States, 
and  he  believed  that  more  tonnage  would  pass  through  it  in  a  short 
time  after  its  construction  than  was  passing  through  the  Suez  Canal. 
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1  suggested  to  Mr.  Blaine  that  it  might  be  proper  for  the  Government 
to  say  to  us  that  it  expected  us  to  faithfully  comply  with  the  charter 
and  build  the  canal,  and  also  state  to  the  Governments  of  Nicaragua 
and  Costa  Eica  that  it  would  expect  them  to  afford  us  every  facility  for 
building  the  canal  under  the  respective  concessions.  Mr.  Blaine  then 
said: 

I  serve  notice  on  you  now  that  the  Government  does  expect  you  to  execute  the 
charter  faithfully  aud  to  build  the  canal,  and  if  you  do  so  you  will  have  the  Govern- 
ment with  you.  I  will  also  cable  the  minister  to  Central  America  to  go  to  Managua 
to  look  after  our  interests,  and  will  send  for  the  ministers  to  Nicaragua  and  Costa 
Rica  and  talk  with  them. 

Our  object  in  this  conference  was  to  determine  the  fact  that  we  could 
go  on  with  the  work  of  building  the  canal  and  rely  upon  the  support 
and  protection  of  the  United  States,  the  power  that  had  given  us  the 
charter,  and  we  felt  fully  satisfied  on  that  point. 

I  sent  to  Mr.  Blaine,  at  his  request,  copies  of  all  papers  connected 
with  the  canal,  beginning  with  the  concessions. 

I  will  say  here  that  messages  of  congratulation  on  the  organization 
of  the  company  May  7  were  exchanged  between  President  Carazo,  of 
Nicaragua,  and  myself,  as  president  of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company. 

Not  long  after  this  theNicaraguan  minister  at  Washington  telegraphed 
his  Government  about  the  organization  of  the  Canal  Company,  and  said : 

Costa  Rica  insists  upon  a  director.  If  he  remains,  Nicaragua  must  recall  its 
director.     The  company  observes  both  concessions. 

After  our  agent  in  Nicaragua  had  talked  with  President  Carazo 
about  this,  the  President  instructed  the  minister  in  Washington  to 
limit  himself  to  protest,  and  assured  our  agent  that  Nicaragua  would 
not  hinder  the  beginning  of  the  work.  On  the  strength  of  Mr.  Blaine's 
request  to  keep  him  fully  informed,  I  wrote  him  June  21,  1889,  stating 
that  I  had  that  day  received  a  letter  from  Hon.  Henry  C.  Hall,  former 
United  States  minister  to  Central  America,  who  had  become  our  agent 
at  Central  America,  advising  me  by  cable  that  Nicaragua  proposed  to 
stop  oar  work,  which  had  been  going  on  since  June  3,  on  the  ground 
that  our  surveys  had  not  yet  been  approved  by  her  engineers.  I  then 
wrote : 

Our  surveys  were  long  since  completed  at  great  expense  and  reieived  the  approval 
of  our  engineers,  and  also  of  the  able  advisory  board  of  five  American  engineers. 
Three  months  ago  they  were  submitted  to  the  two  engineers  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Nicaragua. 

And  this  obstruction  to  our  work  was  notwithstanding  the  letter  of 
Minister  Zavala  to  Minister  Hall  on  the  12th  of  October,  1888,  in  which 
Zavala  says  that  the  Government  of  Nicaragua — 

Will  not  place  any  obstacles  to  the  construction  of  the  canal  in  accordance  with 
her  concession,  but  on  the  contrary  will  contribute  with  all  those  facilities  within 
the  power  of  the  Government,  anxious  as  it  is  to  see  the  work  carried  on  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  1889, 1  went  to  Washington  by  request  of  the 
minister  of  Nicaragua,  and  at  his  request  endeavored  to  allay  any 
unpleasant  feeling  that  existed  between  the  Governments  of  Nicaragua 
and  Costa  Eica  with  reference  to  the  canal  concessions.  He  requested 
me  to  confer  with  the  minister  of  Costa  Eica  on  that  subject.  When  I 
reached  the  residence  of  the  latter  he  was  about  sending  for  me,  and 
showed  me  a  telegram  from  the  President  of  Costa  Eica,  asking  me,  as 
president  of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company,  to  obtain  the  mediation  of 
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the  United  States  Governmeut.    The  result  of  repeated  conferences 
between  us  was  a  letter  addressed  by  me  July  18,  1889,  as  follows : 

Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua, 

New  York,  July  18,  18S9. 
Deak  Sir:  The  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua  respectfully  asks  you  to 
direct  the  American  minister  at  Central  America  to  say  to  the  Governments  of  Nica- 
ragua and  Costa  Eica  that,  having  learned  of  serious  differences  between  those  two 
Governments  which  affect  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  offers  its  mediation  in  regard  to  the  same,  and  requests 
the  said  Governments  to  give  their  resident  ministers  at  Washington  full  powers  to 
confer  with  the  president  of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua  as  to  those 
differences,  and  then,  with  him,  to  submit  the  same  and  all  questions  relating  thereto 
to  the  Presideut  of  the  United  States  for  his  decision,  which  shall  be  final  and  binding 
upon  each  and  all  of  the  said  parties. 

Very  respectfully,  Hiram  Hitchcock, 

President. 
Hon.  James  G.  Blaine, 

Secretary  of  State. 

This  letter  is  approved  by  the  ministers  of  those  countries. 

This  letter,  unfortunately,  did  not  reach  Mr.  Blaine,  who  was  absent 
from  Washington,  until  some  weeks  afterwards. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  1889,  I  addressed  Mr.  Blaine  the  follow- 
ing letter: 

Maritime  Canal  Company  op  Nicaragua, 
New  York,  September  16,  1889. 

Dear  Sir:  A  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  this  company  being  at  hand,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  submit  the  case,  through  you,  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  that 
we  may  be  advised  and  protected.  This  is  made  easy,  on  account  of  the  great  inter- 
est that  you  personally  take  in  the  enterprise  and  the  full  liberty  you  have  always 
given  me  to  come  to  you.  That  we  shall  be  protected  through  your  wise  aid  and 
counsel  I  well  know  and  have  known,  since  your  cordial  assurances  to  that  effect 
in  Washington  when  I  went  out  with  judge  Daly  and  Chief  Engineer  Menocal,  on 
the  7th  of  May,  to  announce  the  organization  of  the  company  under  the  charter 
granted  by  the  United  States.  From  that  day  we  have  felt,  and  now  feel,  that  we 
can  go  in  and  build  the  canal,  and  rely  upon  protection  by  the  power  that  granted 
us  a  corporate  existence. 

I  have  formally  asked  in  writing  the  friendly  aid  of  the  Government,  as  will 
appear  from  my  communications  to  you  of  June  21  and  July  18,  and  I  am  aware  that 
you  directed  Minister  Mizner  to  Managua,  where  he  now  is.  I  have  also  written  you 
from  time  to  time  of  the  progress  of  our  affairs. 

In  my  last  letter,  of  August  1,  I  strongly  protested  against  the  position  taken  by 
the  Government  at  Nicaragua  with  reference  to  this  company.  On  the  17th  of 
August  the  Hon.  Henry  C.  Hall,  our  agent  at  Nicaragua,  was  received  very  warmly 
by  the  new  President,  Dr.  Sacaza,  and  had  a  most  gratifying  interview. 

On  the  following  day,  August  8,  Mr.  Hall  cabled  me  as  follows: 

"I  have  seen  the  President.  He  is  favorably  impressed  with  everything,  audi 
have  no  doubt  that  matters  can  be  settled  in  accordance  with  your  wishes." 

But  on  August  28  Mr.  Hall  wrote  as  follows: 

"For  a  long  time  I  have  been  convinced  that  there  is  some  secret  influence  at  work 
with  the  Nicaragua  Government  adverse  to  the  company.  This  influence,  in  my 
opinion,  is  British.  I  don't  say  it  comes  direct  from  the  British  Governmeut,  but  it 
comes  from  British  capitalists,  who  are  anxious  to  get  control  of  the  enterprise.  Mr. 
Climie  tells  me,  as  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  that  the  Blackman  scheme  could 
obtain  all  the  capital  it  might  need  in  London,  and  from  what  he  let  drop  at  the  same 
time  I  was  satisfied  that  his  partner,  Mr.  Passmore,  had  conferred  with  Mr.  Black- 
man  in  Loudon,  and  that  he  (Climie)  had  conferred  with  him  in  New  York.  This 
influence  has  been  more  than  ever  apparent  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Carazo.  I  had 
counted  upon  Modesta  Barrios  as  a  friend  of  the  enterprise  to  be  relied  upon.  I 
now  find  him  imbued  with  the  same  ideas  that  were  entertained  by  Urtecho  in  regard 
to  the  Costa  Rica  contract — that  is,  that  while  that  contract  exists  Nicaragua  must 
not  permit  the  commencement  of  canal  work;  and  further,  that  if  on  the  24th  of 
October  next,  the  limit  of  time  which  they  claim  for  the  commencement  of  the  work, 
the  company  shall  not  have  released  itself  from  Costa  Rica,  the  Nicaragua  Govern- 
ment shall  then  declare  its  concessions  forfeited.  And  these  views,  he  says,  are  those 
of  his  associates  and  of  the  president.  A  few  days  before  Carazo's  death  he  (Barrios) 
expressed  to  me  that  the  action  of  the  Government  in  refusing  to  permit  the  com- 
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mencement  of  canal  oonstruotion  was  unjustifiable.  What  influence  could  have 
been  brought  to  bear  upon  him  since  he  became  a  member  of  the  cabinet  is  more  than 
I  can  imagine.  The  object  of  all  this  is  clear  to  me.  They  hope  to  bring  about  a 
conflict  between  Costa  Rica  and  the  company;  then  Nicaragua  will  break  with  the 
company,  and  the  latter  will  be  left  without  the  support  of  either.  As  matters  now 
stand,  Costa  Rica  is  in  honor  bound  not  to  permit  that  the  canal  shall  fail  through 
her  contract  with  the  company,  nor  that  Nicaragua  shall  so  contemptuously  ignore  it. 

•'President  Bogram,  of  Honduras,  has  sent  as  commissioner  to  Nicaragua  and  Costa 
Rica  Senor  Manuel  Colindres,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  able  public  men  of  that 
State. 

"He  expects  to  receive  the  same  appointment  from  the  President  of  Guatemala. 
His  mission  is  solely  in  regard  to  the  canal,  in  whose  success  both  Presidents  take 
great  interest.  I  have  had  several  conferences  with  him ;  have  given  him  all  the 
information  at  my  disposal,  lie  considers  the  attitude  of  the  Nicaraguan  Govern- 
ment wholly  untenable.  Before  doing  or  saying  anything  to  the  Government,  he 
will  await  the  arrival  of  Mr,  Mizner,  so  as  to  act  in  concert  with  him." 

To-day  Dr.  Guzman  notifies  me,  through  Engineer  Menocal,  that  he  wishes  me  to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  this  company  (and  which  I  have  called 
for  Thursday,  the  19th),  to  present  an  important  communication  or  ultimatum  from 
his  Government,  the  full  nature  of  which  I  do  not  know,  but  one  part  of  it  is  a 
demand  that  we  shall  break  our  contract  with  Costa  Rica.  The  board  will  receive 
this  official  paper,  and  before  acting  upon  it  will  undoubtedly  appoint  a  committee 
to  confer  with  you  in  this  exigency. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  know  by  the  bearer  that  you  receive  this,  and  at  what  time  and 
place  it  may  be  your  pleasure  to  receive  such  committee.  T>i.  Guzman  will  insist  on 
an  immediate  reply,  which  it  is  not  likely  we  will  be  able  to  give  without  first  hav- 
ing a  conference  with  you. 

1  was  in  hopes  when  y  ou  "  served  notice  "  on  me  personally.  May  the  7th,  that  the 
United  States  expected  and  required  us  to  comply  with  our  charter  and  build  the 
canal,  and  also  notified  the  ministers  of  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica  that  the  United 
States  expected  those  two  Governments  would  not  obstruct,  but  would  aid  in  the 
great  work,  that  all  danger  of  difficulty  had  passed;  but  it  seems  they  have  paid  no 
attention  to  the  warning,  and  the  assurances  of  the  company  that  it  would  faith- 
fully carry  out  its  concessions  under  its  charter,  which  it  has  thus  far  done,  and  our 
presence  there  in  force  and  quietly  at  work  since  June  the  3d  has  not  been  received 
by  them  in  a  proper  spirit. 

Very  respectfully,  Hirajvi  Hitchcock. 

Hon.  James  G.  Blaine, 

Seoretary  of  State. 

In  this  I  inclose  the  following  memorandum : 

MEMORANDUM   CONCERNING  THE   COSTA  RICA  CONCESSION. 

The  following  is  from  the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  E.  McDonald,  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  this  company,  and  formerly  counsel  of  the  Republic  of  Nicaragua: 

"  The  Menocal-Zeledon  contract  has  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  fact  that  at 
the  time  the  Nicaragua  concession  was  negotiated,  Nicaragua  assumed  that  the 
treaty  of  1858  between  herself  and  Costa  Rica  was  not  in  force,  and  that  after  the 
President  (then  Cleveland)  had  declared  it  to  be  in  force,  and  that  tlie  rights  of  Costa 
Rica  (under  Article  VIII)  to  be  consulted  with  respect  to  any  canal  grant  across  the 
territory  of  Nicaragua  that  involved  the  valley  of  the  San  Juan  River  was  more  than 
advisory,  it  has  then  become  necessary  for  the  company  to  negotiate  with  Costa  Rica 
or  to  entirely  disregard  her  rights  under  that  treaty." 

1  will  add  what  I  have  before  stated  to  you,  that  Nicaragua  herself  wished  the 
company  to  come  to  terms  with  Costa  Rica,  and  the  company  regards  the  Costa  Rica 
concession  as  merely  in  the  nature  of  a  quitclaim.  And  the  Maritime  Canal  Com- 
pany accepted  this  concession,  with  the  following  reservations: 

"It  is  hereby  understood,  however,  that  the  said  concession  is  accepted  by  the 
Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua  ujion  the  condition  that  nothing  therein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  affect  the  sovereign  rights  or  propriety  in  interests  of 
the  Republic  of  Nicaragua,  so  far  as  the  same  may  have  been  established  by  the 
treaty  of  April  15,  1858,  between  the  Governments  of  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica." 

To  this  Mr.  Blaine  sent  the  following  reply : 

Personal.]  Bar  Harbor,  September  17,  1889. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  your  favor  and  the  accompanying  memoranda.  I  am  sorry 
to  hear  of  the  impending  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  Canal  Company.  But  I  do 
not  think  that  Nicaragua  or  Costa  Rica  or  both  together  will  deprive  you  of  your 
rights. 
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I  go  hence  on  the  23d  instant  to  EicMeld,  N.  Y.,  to  witness  the  marriage  of  my 
son  on  the  26th,  thence  to  New  York  and  Washington,  reaching  the  latter  on  the 
30th  of  September. 

Very  respectfully, 

James  G.  Blaine. 
Hiram  Hitchcock,  Esq. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  1889,  1  met  Mr.  Blaine  in  Boston  by 
appointment,  and  was  accompanied  by  Judge  Daly  and  other  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  canal  enterprise. 

I  stated  to  Mr.  Blaine  that  we  had  received  a  communication  from 
the  Government  of  Nicaragua  notifying  the  company  that  its  conces- 
sion would  be  forfeited  October  24  unless  the  causes  referred  to  in  their 
ultimatum  were  removed — that  is,  unless  we  broke  our  contract  with 
Costa  Eica.  He  then  carefully  perused  the  papers  submitted  and  asked 
what  answer  had  been  made,  and  was  informed  that  the  company  had 
made  no  reply,  but  had  appointed  us  as  a  committee  to  consult  with 
him  before  replying  to  the  communication. 

After  a  full  discussion  of  the  matter,  Mr.  Blaine  said : 

The  United  States  Government,  by  granting  to  your  company  a  Congressional 
charter,  practically  guaranteed  to  give  you  such  support  as  might  be  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  your  rights.  This  obligation  is  not  expressed  in  the  charter,  but 
exists  just  the  same  by  implication.  In  other  words,  there  is  a  moral  obligation  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  see  that  you  have  fair  play.  It  would  be  absurd  for 
the  Government  to  incorporate  you  gentlemen  for  the  purpobe  of  doing  a  certain 
thing  and  then  not  to  see  that  you  are  not  deprived  unjustly  of  your  rights. 

Mr,  Blaine  asked  what  rights  were  needed  from  Oosta  Eica,  and  Mr. 
Menocal  showed  him  a  plan  of  the  canal  route  and  pointed  out  to  him 
how  the  dam  at  Ochoa  would  cause  the  flooding  of  the  lands  of  Oosta 
Eica. 

After  further  discussion  Mr.  Blaine  wrote  and  read  to  us  the  follow- 
ing dispatch,  which  he  caused  to  be  sent  to  Nicaragua,  addressed  to 
Minister  Mizner : 

The  United  States  Government  learns  with  surprise  of  rumors  of  an  attempt  to 
impair  or  deprive  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaiagua  of  its  rights  as  embod- 
ied in  the  contract  granted  by  Nicaragua  to  that  company.  The  United  States  can 
not  understand  how  a  company  chartered  under  its  laws  should  be  treated  with 
injustice  by  Nicaragua.  You  will  please  ascertain  whence  these  disquieting  rumors 
have  arisen  and  communicate  with  me  as  soon  as  possible.  You  will  also  leave  a 
copy  of  this  dispatch  with  the  Nicaraguan  secretary  of  foreign  affairs.  The  United 
States  Government  can  not  remain  passive  when  the  rights  of  a  corporation  organ- 
ized under  its  laws  is  threatened  with  injustice. 

The  result  was  that  on  the  9th  of  October  Mr.  Blaine  sent  me  the 
following  dispatch : 
Hitchcock,  Fifth  Avenue  Sotel,  New  York: 

Mizner  telegraphs:  "All  difficulties  settled.  Papers  executed  in  triplicate.  This 
Government  will  retain  one." 

Blaine. 

Mr.  Guzman  telegraphed  the  same  day: 

Mr.  Hiram  Hitchcock,  New  York: 

I  sincerely  congratulate  the  company  and  yourself  upon  the  good  news  received 
from  Nicaragua. 

H.  Guzman. 

The  following  messages  were  also  sent  October  9 : 
His  Excellency  President  of  Nicaragua,  Managua: 

Please  accept  my  sincere  congratulations  upon  the  happy  termination  of  all  dif- 
ferences, and  the  company's  assurance  that  it  will  vigorously  prosecute  the  work  of 
the  canal  in  the  interest  of  Nicaragua  and  the  whole  commercial  world. 

Hiram  Hitchcock,  President. 
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On  the  11th  of  October  the  following  dispatch  was  received : 
President  of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua: 

I  congratulate  myself  jointly  with  you  upon  the  happy  settlement  of  the  canal 
question,  and  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  I  offer  the  cordial  assistance  of  my  Gov- 
ernment to  the  efforts  of  the  company  for  the  realization  of  this  grand  enterprise. ' 

ROBKRTO  SaCAZA, 
President  of  the  Bepuilic. 

On  the  12th  of  November  Mr.  Hall,  the  agent  of  the  company,  cabled 
from  Managua  as  follows: 

The  Government  of  Nicaragua  has  approved  plans  submitted  by  Chief  Engineer 
Menocal  for  the  Nicaraguan  Canal  entrance  at  San  Juan  del  Norte.  They  are  satis- 
fied perfectly. 

The  agreement  referred  to  in  Mr.  Mizner's  telegram  to  Mr.  Blaine,  as 
signed  in  triplicate,  was  a  joint  declaration  that  the  company  on  its 
part  would  adhere  strictly  to  the  concession,  acknowledging  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Nicaraguan  Government  over  the  canal  and  its  ports ;  and 
Nicaragua  on  its  part  revoked  the  orders  prohibiting  formal  beginning 
of  canal  construction,  and  approved  the  plans. 

On  the  18th  of  September,  1890,  in  a  conference  with  Mr.  Blaine  at 
Bar  Harbor,  we  went  over  the  entire  canal  situation,  especially  consid- 
ering the  articles  of  noncompliance  which  would  cause  a  forfeiture  of 
the  concession.  We  agreed  that  the  only  remaining  cause  of  forfeiture 
would  be  the  failure  to  do  work  upon  the  canal  to  the  amount  of 
$2,000,000  on  or  before  the  8th  of  October,  1890.  I  said  to  him  that  we 
had  put  much  more  than  that  into  the  work,  and  therefore  no  question 
should  arise;  but  from  the  fact  that  we  had  had  some  misunderstand- 
ings with  the  Nicaraguan  Government,  I  thought  that  I  would  take 
every  precaution  in  the  matter. 

On  the  following  day  Mr.  Blaine  sent  the  following  dispatch  to  Mr. 
Mizner  at  Central  America: 

Be  at  Managua  from  the  4th  until  the  10th  of  October.  Witness  the  settlement  of 
accounts  between  the  Government  of  Nicaragua  and  the  Nicaraguan  Company  and 
protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  this  great  American  enterprise.  If  any  question 
arises  you  will  act  j  udiciously  but  firmly  for  the  full  protection  of  such  rights  and 
interests. 

During  the  conversation  reference  was  made  to  the  various  attacks 
of  the  enemies  of  the  canal,  referring  particularly  to  the  last  one,  the 
attempt  to  repeal  our  charter,  and  the  admirable  adverse  report  on  that 
attempt  which  was  made  by  Chairman  Baker  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce of  the  House  of  Eepresentativea  by  the  unanimous  direction  of 
the  committee. 

The  Nicaraguan  Government  ascertained  that  more  than  $2,000,000 
had  been  expended  on  the  canal,  and  that  therefore  article  47  of  the 
concession  had  been  complied  with,  and  later  I  received  the  following 
letter : 

Legacion  de  Nicaragua, 
Washington,  December  IS,  1890. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  am  in  receipt  of  a 
cablegram  from  His  Excellency  the  President  of  Nicaragua,  in  which  he  directs  me 
to  inform  you  that  article  47  of  the  concession  has  been  fully  and  completely  com- 
plied with.  ' 

In  conveying  this  information  to  you,  I  desire  to  congratulate  most  heartily  your- 
self and  the  other  members  of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua  for  the 
success  which  so  far  has  crowned  the  great  enterprise. 
I  remain,  dear  sir,  very  truly,  yours, 

H.    GCZMAN. 

Mr.  Hiram  Hitchcock, 

President  of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua,  New  York. 
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As  will  be  seen  by  article  53  of  the  concession,  this  last  act  in  fulfill- 
ment of  article  47  rendered  the  concession  nonforfeitable. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  1S93,  Minister  Guzman  received  in  Managua 
from  the  minister  of  Fomento  a  full  power  of  attorney  giving  him 
authority  to  settle  and  compromise  with  the  company  ad  referendum 
any  and  all  differences  or  claims  which  may  arise  from  the  failure  of 
the  company  to  comply  with  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  concession. 
Dr.  Guzman  returned  to  the  United  States  late  in  September  and  was 
])resent  at  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  November  2, 1893. 
The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  said  meeting: 

The  president  asked  Dr.  Guzman  whether,  in  view  of  his  recent  visit  to  Nicaragua, 
he  had  any  information  to  present  to  the  board.  In  reply,  Dr.  Guzman  said  that  he 
wished  to  assure  the  company  that  the  relations  between  the  Government  of  Nica- 
ragua and  the  company  were  of  the  most  cordial  nature,  and  that  the  Government 
was  very  desirous  to  aid  the  company  in  its  work  in  every  way  possible ;  that  his 
Government  had  given  him  full  authority  with  reference  to  all  matters  connected 
with  the  canal,  wliich  authority  he  had  exhibited  to  the  president  of  the  canal  com- 
pany, and  he  wished  to  assure  the  board  that  he  should  do  everything  in  his  power, 
both  as  minister  and  as  member  of  the  board,  as  well  as  an  individual,  to  preserve 
the  friendly  relations  between  his  Government  and  the  company,  and  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  canal;  and  that  when  he  failed  to  do  that,  he  should  insist  upon 
resigning  as  the  representative  of  his  Government  and  as  a  member  of  this  board ;  that 
he  should  do  everything  in  his  power  in  Washington  this  winter  to  secure  coopera- 
tion of  this  Government  in  construction  of  the  canal;  and  that  if,  after  a  reasonable 
time,  such  cooperation  should  be  found  not  practicable,  then  he  should  advocate 
that  his  Government,  in  cooperation  with  the  company,  should  go  abroad  for  such 
financial  assistance  as  might  be  found  necessary  to  carry  on  the  enterprise  to 
completion. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy. 

Thomas  B.  Atkins, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Made  January  28, 1897. 

Since  the  said  meeting  of  November  2, 1893,  Dr.  Guzman  has  repeat- 
edly stated  that  it  was  his  Government's  intention  to  give  the  company 
all  the  time  it  needed  to  recover  from  the  panic  of  1893. 

Soon  after  that  we  received  notice  of  seizures  of  some  of  our  property 
at  Greytown,  which  we  regarded  as  illegal,  and  I  went  to  Washington 
with  the  papers  bearing  on  the  case  and  laid  the  matter  before  Secretary 
of  State  Gresham,  and  on  the  23d  of  April,  1894,  Mr.  Gresham  cabled 
Minister  Baker  at  Central  America  as  follows: 

It  is  reported  here  that  property  of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  has  been  seized 
at  Greytown  as  the  property  of  the  construction  company.  Papers  exhibited  to  me 
indicate  that  the  seizure  was  unauthorized.  You  are  expected  to  give  the  matter 
your  attention  and  do  what  you  consistently  can  for  the  protection  of  the  property 
and  rights  of  the  Canal  Company. 

On  May  10, 1894, 1  received  the  following  letter : 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  9, 1894. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  Minister  Baker,  saying  he  can  do 
nothing  in  the  canal  matter  without  the  assistance  of  an  able  lawyer  who  under- 
stands the  Spanish  language  and  practice;  that  matters  are  in  the  worst  possible 
shape;  that  the  canal  property  has  been  virtually  confiscated  and  the  concession 
attacked. 

Yours,  truly,  W.  Q.  Gresham. 

Hiram  Hitchcock,  Esq., 

New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1894,  I  was  surprised  to  receive  a  copy  from 
Minister  Guzman  of  a  letter  addressed  by  Senor  Gamez  of  the  Nicara- 
gua cabinet,  misdirected  to  the  agent  of  the  Interoceanic  Canal  Com- 
pany at  Granada  April  7, 1894,  which  was  in  effect  a  notification  that 
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Nicaragua  regarded  the  company's  coucession  as  forfeited.  At  the 
same  time  some  of  the  company's  property  was  seized  at  Greytown. 
The  company  then  sought  the  protection  of  the  power  that  created  it, 
the  United  States,  and  the  then  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  the  late 
Judge  Gresham,  reviewed  the  case,  examined  the  concession,  and 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  existing  cause  whatever  for 
the  forfeiture  of  the  concession,  and  by  his  direction  the  United  States 
minister  at  Managua  cooperated  with  the  general  agent  of  the  com- 
pany, and  the  Government  of  Nicaragua  withdrew  the  notice.  And  on 
the  2d  of  July,  1894,  I  received  the  following  dispatch: 

I  have  just  received  a,  telegram  from  Minister  Baker,  as  follows: 
"Gamez's  letter  forfeiting  canal  franchises  vrithdrawn.     All  serene." 

W.  Q.  Gresham. 

I  also  received  from  Minister  Guzman  a  copy  of  a  cable  from  Presi- 
dent Zelaya  to  him  stating  the  same  thing.  On  the  3d  of  January,  1895, 
Dr.  Guzman  was  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Maritime  Canal  Company,  and  I  will  read  to  you  the  following  extract 
from  the  records  of  the  meeting  on  that  date : 

Mr.  Bryan  asked  for  information  as  to  the  relations  existing  between  the  company 
and  the  Gove  'nment  of  Nicaragua.  Minister  Guzman  replied  that  they  were  of  tUe 
most  cordial  nature — never  were  they  so  much  so  as  at  the  present  time;  that  the 
Government  was  most  anxious  to  aid  the  company  iu  the  construction  of  the  canal, 
and  was  ready  to  concede  whatever  might  bu  necessary  to  insure  success. 
I  hereby  certify  that  th<e  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy : 

Thos.  B.  Atkins, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
Made  January  28,  1897. 

In  the  summer  of  1895  the  form  of  an  agreement  on  the  Tipepata 
Canal  question  was  discussed  at  Managua  between  the  Government  of 
Nicaragua  and  the  general  agent  of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company,  and 
then  the  Government  sent  a  special  representative,  Seiior  Gamez,  with 
our  agent,  to  New  York,  where  the  matter  was  further  discussed  aud 
changes  were  made  in  the  form  of  agreement.  It  was  also  agreed  aud 
understood  that  the  question  could  rest  without  prejudice  to  either 
party  for  a  year. 

In  the  summer  of  1896  the  special  agent  came  again  to  New  York, 
with  the  agent  of  the  company,  and  on  the  28th  day  of  August,  1896, 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  was  further  postponed  until  May,  1897. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1896,  the  Hon.  Lewis  Baker,  minister  of  the 
United  States  to  Central  America,  wrote  to  me  the  following  letter : 

Managua,  July  7,  1896. 

Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Christanto  Medina,  of  Paris  and  Central  America,  remarked  to  me 
a  few  days  ago  that  you  and  some  of  your  confreres  were  uneasy  lest  this  Govern- 
ment may  take  some  steps  to  disturb  or  cast  a  shadow  over  the  Maritime  Canal  con- 
cession ;  and  he  asked  me  my  opinion  as  to  such  a  probability. 

I  answered  him  promptly  and  with  perfect  assurance  of  the  absolute  correctness  of 
my  statement  that  the  Government  of  Nicaragua  has  no  intention  of  doing  anything 
of  the  kind.     Mr.  Medina  fully  agrees  with  me  in  this. 

To  you  I  will  say,  the  fact  is  that  the  movement  or  threat  made  prior  to  the  visit 
of  General  Macaulay  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  blackmailing  scheme  of  a 
shrewd  person,  but  he  failed  to  find  au  accomplice  in  the  General,  and  the  threat  was 
withdrawn  In  a  legal  and  an  honorable  way. 

Since  that  day  the  company  has  been  in  no  danger  whatever. 

Further,  I  have  Jiad  the  positive  assurance,  and  have  had  it  several  times  repeated 
to  me  by  the  President,  that  nothing  will  be  done  by  this  Government  to  disturb  the 
concession  or  to  alarm  its  friends  who  are  attempting  to  raise  money  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work. 

If  both  the  Maritime  Company  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  show  a 
desire  to  have  the  concession  so  changed  as  to  permit  the  Government  to  build  and 

Ab.  98 98 


1554  PAPERS   ACCOMPANYING    THE 

control  the  canal,  and  therefore  desire  the  time  extended  sufficiently  to  enable  the 
latter  to  complete  the  worli,  I  have  the  assurance  of  the  President  that  such  a  change 
and  extension  would  be  readily  agreed  to  by  the  Government  of  Nicaragua. 

The  fact  is,  since  the  Leon  crowd  have  been  completely  banished,  there  is  no  longer 
any  honest  opposition  to  the  canal. 

I  ■will  say  this  for  the  President :  Since  the  reorganization  of  the  Government  he 
is  the  undisputed  master.  He  "  sits  at  the  head  of  the  table."  He  is  unselfishly  in 
favor  of  the  building  of  the  canal  by  the  present  company,  if  it  has  the  means,  or 
by  the  United  States  Government. 

I  have  satisfactory  reasons  for  making  this  statement,  and  I  am  assured  by  Mr. 
Medina  that  his  information  accords  with  mine,  as  stated.  This  gentleman  will  be 
in  New  York  soon,  he  informed  me,  and  will  no  doubt  see  ,vou. 

No  answer  is  required  to  this  letter.  It  is  written  for  the  sole  reason  of  giving 
you  the  assurances  that  are  set  forth  in  it.  If  they  are  worth  nothing,  they  cost 
nothing. 

V ery  truly  yours, 

Lewis  Baker. 

H.  Hitchcock,  Esq.,  New  York. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1896,  President  Zelaya,  of  Nicaragua, 
wrote  me  as  follows : 

Managua,  November  23,  1896. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  very  esteemed  letter  of  the  29th  of  October  last,  to  which  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  refer,  reached  me  in  due  time. 

By  the  contents  of  your  letter  I  learn  of  the  efforts  made  by  you  and  by  Mr.  Wiesfer 
toward  the  organization  of  the  works  to  build  railroads  in  tiie  country  and  also  of 
coining,  and  which  to  yon  appear  of  feasible  realization. 

The  country  is  at  the  present  moment  in  very  favorable  conditions  to  undertake 
such  enterprises  and  offers  to  immigrants  all  sorts  of  guarantees. 

I  trust  that  in  conformity  with  your  promise,  as  soon  as  the  electoral  campaign  be. 
over  and  confidence  restored,  you  will  kindly  favor  ine  with  favorable  reports  in 
regard  to  the  construction  of  the  canal. 

Once  more  I  take  pleasure  in  assuring  you  of  my  consideration  and  esteem,  and 
please  accept  my  thanks  in  the  name  of  this  Government  for  your  wishes  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  over  which  it  is  my  honor  to  preside. 
I  remain,  respectfully  yours, 

J.  A.  Zelaya. 
Hiram  Hitchcock,  Esq., 

President  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua, 
B4  and  66  Broad  street,  Neiv  York. 

I  was  consequently  amazed  to  read  in  the  Congressional  Record  of 
January  22d  instant  the  letter  addressed  by  Minister  Eodrigues  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  as  follows : 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  22,  1897. 
Sir:  In  the  matter  of  the  various  bills  now  pending  in  Congress  looking  to  the 
construction  of  an  interoceanic  canal  through  Nicaragua,  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
herewith  for  the  information  of  your  committee  a  communication  just  received  by 
me  from  the  minister  of  the  Greater  Republic  of  Central  America  at  this  capital. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Richard  Olney. 
Hou.  John  Sherman, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  United  States  Senate. 


Legation  of  the  Greater  Republic  of  Central  America, 

Washington,  January  15,  1897. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Greater 
Republic  of  Central  America,  has  the  honor  to  address  his  excellency  the  Secretary 
of  State,  informing  him  that  as  several  bills  relative  to  the  construction  of  an  inter- 
oceanic canal  through  Nicaragua  have  been  for  some  time  pending  before  both 
Houses  of  the  American  Congress,  his  Government  recently  instructed  him  to  examine 
them,  and  to  make,  under  certain  conditions,  suitable  representations  to  his  excel- 
lency the  Secretary  of  State, 

The  undersigned  has  c&nsequently  examined  said  bills,  which  are  five  in  number, 
to  wit: 

Jhree  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives — one  by  Mr.  Mahon,  December 
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3, 1895 ;  another  by  Mr.  Doolittle ;  and  the  third  by  Mr.  Barham,  both  the  latter  hav- 
ing been  introduced  December  6,  1895. 

Two  introduced  in  the  Senate,  one  by  Mr.  Perkins,  December  30,  1895,  and  the 
other  by  Mr.  Morgan,  June  1, 1896. 

All  these  bills  take  it  for  granted,  with  minor  diiferences  of  detail,  that  the  Amer- 
ican Government  is  to  take  an  important  part  in  the  enterprise,  and  that  it  is  to 
furnish  the  money  necessary  for  the  construction  of  the  canal  by  the  Maritime  Canal 
Company  of  Nicaragua,  whose  constitution  and  organization  they  essentially  modify. 

Unfortunately,  the  undersigned  observes  that  the  provisions  of  these  bills  are  at 
variance,  both  generally  and  in  matters  of  detail,  with  the  stipulations  of  the  con- 
tract of  April  24,  1887,  between  Nicaragua  and  the  company  aforesaid,  from  which 
contract  the  company  derives  its  existence  and  which  is  the  basis  of  its  enterprise. 

That  contract  stipulates,  in  its  eighth  article,  that  the  concession  therein  provided 
for  shall  in  no  case  be  transferable  to  governments  or  to  foreign  public  powers,  and 
Article  LlII  provides  that  any  contravention  of  this  stipulation  shall  entail  a  for- 
feiture of  the  contract.  As  it  can  not  be  denied  that  the  bills  to  which  the  under- 
signed has  reference — although  they  do  not  expressly  say  so — effect  that  transfer 
most  fully,  making  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  absolute 
owner  of  the  enterprise  and  of  the  canal  and  its  rights,  the  result  to  which  they 
inevitably  conduce  is  the  forfeiture  of  the  contract. 

Article  XL VII  of  that  instrument  provides  that  the  company  shall  undertake,  at 
its  own  expense,  the  final  surveys  of  the  ground  and  the  location  of  the  line  of  the 
canal  by  a  commission  of  competent  engineers,  two  of  whom  are  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Government  of  Nicaragua,  and  the  aforesaid  Article  LIII  provides  that  a  failure 
to  comply  with  this  stipulation  shall  entail  the  forfeiture  of  the  concession.  The 
bills,  however,  provide  that  the  canal  shall  be  constructed  under  the  surveillance  of 
the  Department  of  Engineers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
according  to  its  plans;  and  that  three  engineers  shall  be  designated  by  the  Presi- 
dent for  that  purpose,  who  shall  make  the  explorations  and  estimates.  This  provi- 
sion likewise  conduces  to  the  forfeiture  of  the  contract. 

"  The  people  of  all  nations  shall  be  invited  to  contribute  the  necessary  capital  to 
the  enterprise.     *     *     * 

"  Of  the  capital  with  which  the  company  shall  organize,  and  which  it  proposes  to 
distribute  among  the  different  countries  interested  in  the  enterprise,  there  shall  be 
reserved  at  least  five  (5)  per  cent  for  the  Central  American  Government  and  citizens 
that  may  desire  to  subscribe."  These  provisions  of  Article  VII  of  the  contract  are 
antagonized  by  the  bills,  which  distribute  the  capital  of  the  enterprise  among  the 
United  States  of  America,  Nicaragua,  Costa  Rica,  and  the  company. 

"  The  capital  stock  of  the  final  company  shall  be  composed  of  shares,  bonds,  or 
obligations  of  any  other  kind,  in  such  proportion  as  it  may  deem  convenient."  This 
is  another  provision  of  the  ninth  article.  The  bills,  however,  fix  the  amount  oi  the 
capital  stock  in  shares,  of  which  they  dispose  in  such  a  way  that  they  are  of  no  use 
for  the  work  of  the  enterprise,  as  they  ought  to  be  according  to  the  intent  of  the 
contract.  For  the  work  of  the  enterprise  the  bills  create  bonds,  which  must  thus  be 
converted  into  capital  stock  or  be  left  out  of  the  contract.  The  undersigned  need 
not  here  point  out  the  infractions  which  the  bills  involve. 

According  to  Article  X  of  the  contract,  the  board  of  directors  is  to  be  composed  of 
persons  at  least  one-half  of  whom  shall  be  chosen — by  the  company,  of  course — from 
the  promoters  who  may  yet  preserve  their  quality  as  such.  The  bills  organize  the 
board  of  directors  with  11  members,  8  of  whom  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  different  capacities,  1  by  Nicaragua,  1  by  Costa  Rica,  and  1 
by  the  Canal  Company.  The  difference  between  this  provision  and  the  stipulation 
referred  to  could  not  be  more  marked  than  it  is. 

Among  the  benefits  which  Nicaragua  reserves  to  herself,  in  consideration  of  the 
valuable  privileges  and  rights  which  she  surrenders,  is  6  per  cent  of  the  shares,  bonds, 
certificates,  or  such  other  obligations  as  the  company  may  issue  with  a  view  to  rais- 
ing the  capital.  Now,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  company  has  made  several 
issues,  it  has  not  fulfilled  this  obligation ;  and  as  the  bills  say  nothing  on  this  particu- 
lar point  of  shares,  bonds,  certificates,  or  other  obligations  which  were  to  be  issued 
and  have  not  been  issued  in  favor  of  Nicaragua,  these  securities  would  probably 
either  be  lost  in  the  new  form  of  the  enterprise,  er  would  be  liable  to  troublesome 
and  tedious  litigation. 

Two  of  the  bills  in  question  have  already  been  reported  by  a  committee,  so  that 
they  may  finally  exclude  the  others;  nothing,  however,  is  established  in  them  with 
regard  to  the  shares  that  would  belong  to  Nicaragua;  and  it  might  happen,  owing 
to  this,  that  Nicaragua  would  get  none  at  all. 

If  the  company  were  to  issue  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  million  dollars' 
worth  of  bonds  in  order  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  work,  which  bonds,  as  I  have  already 
remarked,  would  have  to  be  considered  as  capital  or  be  left  out  of  the  contract, 
Nicaragua  would  be  entitled  to  her  6  per  cent  in  virtue  of  the  stipulation  above 
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referred  to;  but  the  bills  leave  no  door  open  to  sucb  a  possibility,  nor  do  they  allow 
her  any  participation  in  the  issue  which  is  to  be  made  in  order  to  pay  for  the  work 
already  done. 

The  company,  by  article  14  of  the  aforesaid  contract,  has  contracted  the  solemn 
obligation  to  construct,  at  its  own  expense,  within  the  term  of  three  years,  reckoned 
from  the  commencement  of  the  work  upon  the  interoceanic  canal,  a  navigable  canal 
between  Lake  Managua  and  the  navigable  part  of  the  Tipitapa  River,  near  Pasqnier, 
of  suflScient  dimensions  to  admit  of  the  free  passage  of  vessels  drawing  6  feet  and 
of  150  feet  in  length.  That  term  expired  a  long  time  ago,  but  the  company,  notwith- 
standing the  most  earnest  solicitation,  has  made  no  pretense  of  meeting  that  obliga- 
tion, or  of  definitely  adjusting  the  compensation  which  it  ought  to  pay  in  order  to 
be  discharged  therefrom.  The  bills  establish  nothing  on  this  other  point,  and  Nica- 
ragua's rights  in  this  matter  might  thus  be  annulled  in  consequence  of  their  silence. 

By  the  plan  involved  in  the  new  form  which  the  bills  devise  for  the  enterprise,  the 
present  company  is  extinguished,  and  nothing  remains  of  it,  in  its  relations  with  tbe 
enterprise,  save  the  shadow  of  a  personality  represented  by  a  vote  in  a  board  of 
directors  of  eleven  members ;  while  in  its  relations  with  Nicaragua  it  may  always 
claim  fuU  personality  as  the  holder  of  the  concession,  although  having  none  of  the 
means  necessary  to  enable  it  to  meet  its  obligations. 

Finally,  it  is  to  be  observed  that,  while  the  bills  contravene  and  set  at  naught 
stipulations  of  the  contract,  they  do  not  state  whether  the  remaining  ones  still- 
remain  in  force  or  not,  although  among  these  latter  there  are  very  many  which  are 
of  no  great  importance  to  Nicaragua  in  particular,  and  to  Central  America  in  general. 

The  undersigned  is  convinced  of  the  good  faith  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  intro- 
duced these  bills  in  both  Houses,  and  of  those  who  advocate  their  passage.  He  takes, 
moreover,  pleasure  in  stating  that  he  recognizes  these  efforts  as  the  result  of  the 
legitimate  interest  which  they  feel  in  behalf  of  the  construction  of  an  interoceanic 
canal,  in  which  the  confederation  that  he  represents  is  quite  as  deeply  interested. 
And,  in  calling  attention  to  the  serious  objections  enumerated,  which  would  render 
these  efforts  nugatory,  the  only  object  that  he  has  in  view  is  to  protect  just  rights, 
which  he  thinks  are  menaced  by  the  bills  aforesaid. 

It  seems  evident  that  the  company  is  unable  to  raise  money  to  fulfill  its  contract 
unless  the  United  States  of  America  furnish  it  therewith,  and  since  that  contract 
excludes  the  possibility  of  attaining  that  result,  the  undersigned,  having  been  duly 
authorized  to  do  so,  proposes  to  his  excellency  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the  two 
Uovernments — relying  upon  the  favorable  disposition  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America — shall  come  to  a  direct  understanding  on  the  subject,  on 
the  basis  of  the  Zavala-Frolinghuysen  treaty,  with  such  modifications  as  may  be 
agreed  upon,  and  endeavoring  to  reach  a  just  arrangement  with  the  Maritime  Canal 
Company  of  Nicaragua,  so  that  it  may  renounce  a  concession  whose  conditions  it  is 
unable  to  fulfill. 

The  undersigned,  in  thus  obeying  the  instructions  of  his  Government,  avails  him- 
self of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  his  excellency  Secretary  Olney  the  assurances  of 
his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  D.  KODKIGTJEZ. 

His  Excellency  Richakd  Olnby, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  etc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

I  replied  to  this  letter  on  January  23  as  follows : 

The  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua, 

New  York,  January  2S,  1897. 

Dear  Sir  :  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  Congressional  Record  of  January 
22,  containing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the  minister  of  the  Greater  Republic 
of  Central  America  at  Washington  to  you,  and  transmitted  by  you  to  the  Senate,  in 
which  the  minister  reflects  upon  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua,  a  com- 
pany chartered  by  the  United  States,  and  which  company,  in  compliance  with  a 
provision  of  said  charter,  reports  annually  its  transactions  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  through  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  and  which  holds  concessions 
from  the  Governments  of  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica,  under  which  the  construction 
of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  has  been  commenced  and  is  to  be  completed. 

It  therefore  becomes  my  duty  to  briefly  call  your  attention  to  some  of  the  state- 
ments contained  in  the  minister's  letter,  and  to  note  some  omissions.  Referring  to 
certain  bills  before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  he  says  that  "the  bills,  how- 
ever, provide  that  the  canal  shall  be  constructed  under  the  surveillance  of  the 
Department  of  Engineers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  accord- 
ing to  its  plans;"  and  adds,  "this  provision  likewise  conduces  to  the  forfeiture  of 
the  contract."  But  he  omits  to  inform  you  that  the  final  surveys  and  the  location 
of  the  line  of  the  canal  were  made  and  concluded  by  a  commission  of  engineers,  in 
strict  conformity  with  Article  XL VII  of  the  concession,  and  were  formally  accepted 
by  the  Government  of  Nicaragua  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  1889. 
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He  quoted  from  Article  IX  of  the  concession,  "the  people  of  all  nations  shall  be 
inyited  to  coutribnte  the  necessiiry  capital  to  the  enterprise,"  but  omits  the  remain- 
der of  the  sentence,  namely,  "and  it  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  fulfillment  of  this 
requirement  to  publish  an  advertisement  for  thirty  consecutive  days  in  one  of  the 
principal  daily  papers  of  each  of  the  cities.  New  York,  London,  and  Paris."  He 
quotes  further,  "there  shall  be  reserved  at  least  5  per  cent  for  the  Central  American 
Governments  and  citizens  that  may  desire  to  subscribe,"  but  he  omits  to  inform  you 
that  soon  after  its  organization  the  company  fully  performed  all  these  conditions  of 
Article  IX  in  the  manner  required  therein. 

Referring  to  the  6  per  cent  of  shares  that  the  concession  obligates  the  company  to 
issue  to  Nicaragua,  the  minister  says  the  "company  has  not  fulfilled  its  obligations." 
The  fact  is  that  the  company  issued  this  stock  to  Nicaragua  on  the  31st  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1890,  and  notified  that  Government  that  the  certificate  was  at  its  disposal,  but 
the  Government  has  not  yet  appointed  an  agent  to  receive  the  same  as  provided  in 
Article  L  of  the  concession. 

The  minister  states  that  the  company  has  failed  to  meet  its  obligations  to  con- 
struct the  Tipitapa  Canal  under  the  terms  of  Article  XIV  of  the  concession.  As  to 
this,  I  will  say  that  the  surveys  for  the  canal  as  described  in  Article  XIV  were  made, 
and  then  the  Government  of  Nicaragua  asked  for  a  deeper  canal  than  the  conces- 
sions provided  for.  Before  a  resurvey  was  completed  a  desire  was  expressed  for  a 
still  deeper  canal.  Pending  negotiations  on  this  subject,  and  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  Government  had  failed  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  company  the 
lands  required  for  the  line  of  the  canal,  the  Government  issued  a  notice  to  the  effect 
that  it  considered  the  canal  concession  forfeited.  The  company  then  sought  the  pro- 
tection of  the  power  that  created  it — the  United  States — and  the  then  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  State,  the  late  Judge  Oresham,  reviewed  the  case,  examined  the  concession, 
and  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  there  was  noexistingcause  whatever  of  forfeiture 
of  the  concession,  and  by  his  direction  the  United  States  minister  at  Managua  cooper- 
ated with  the  general  agent  of  the  company,  and  the  Government  of  Nicaragua  with- 
drew the  notice.  Whether  the  Tipitapa  Canal  will  be  constructed  and  of  what 
dimensions,  or  whether  compensation  will  be  made  in  lieu  thereof,  are  matters  still 
under  negotiation,  and  any  differences  that  may  arise  in  the  consideration  thereof 
are  not  causes  of  forfeiture,  but  are  to  be  settled  by  arbitration  under  Article  LV  of 
the  concession. 

While  the  honorable  minietei  may  not  have  intended  any  injustice  to  the  company 
by  his  letter,  yet  he  must  be  supposed  to  have  made  a  careful  study  of  the  canal  ques- 
tion, the  concessions  and  the  operations  under  them,  and  if  so  his  letter  seems  inex- 
plicable. 

It  would  appear  from  his  letter  that  a  contemplation  of  possible  Congressional 
action  in  amending  the  charter  of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  has  interposed  itself 
between  him  and  the  true  relations  existing  between  the  Government  of  Nicaragua 
and  Costa  Rica  and  this  company  under  the  concessions. 

In  this  connection  it  is  pertinent  to  say  that  in  an  interview  with  the  honorable 
minister  since  his  arrival  from  Central  America  I  alluded  to  the  bills  before  Con- 
gress, and  stated  to  him  in  substance  that  they  were  generally  believed  to  be  the 
result  of  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  hasten  the  construction  of  this 
vitally  important  connection  with  the  coast  lines  of  this  continent;  and  I  added  that 
whatever  the  outcome  might  be,  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  could  accept  of  no 
measure  that  would  be  unjust  to  the  powers  from  whom  it  received  the  concessions. 

This  letter  of  the  minister  is  an  attack  upon  the  integrity  of  the  Maritime  Canal 
Company  and  its  concessions,  and  on  behalf  of  that  company  I  ask  the  protection 
and  aid  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  the  defense  and  maintenance  of 
its  concessionary  rights  and  its  property. 

Very  respectfully,  Hiram  Hitchcock, 

President  of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua. 

Hon.  Richard  Oi-NEy, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Tlie  Chairman.  Now,  Mr.  Hitchcock,  do  you  know  in  what  manner 
the  passage  of  the  bill  by  the  Senate  in  January,  1895,  was  received  by 
tlie  minister  of  Nicaragua,  then  resident  at  this  capital,  and  what 
expression  he  gave  as  to  the  happiness  ot  the  people  and  Government 
of  Nicaragua  over  the  passage  of  that  bill,  if  any? 

Mr.  Hitchcock.  In  reply,  I  will  say  that  on  the  last  day  of  January, 
1895, 1  received  the  following  letter  from  Minister  Guzman : 

Washington,  January  SO,  1896. 
Ukar  Mr.  Hitchcock  :  I  was  sorry  you  could  not  be  here  the  day  our  bill  passed 
the  Senate,  but  I  saw  by  your  telegram  that  you  were  detained  by  a  sad  loss  in  your 
family. 


1558  PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING  THE 

I  should  have  written  you  before  this  about  the  great  victory,  had  I  not  been  sick. 
I  was  taken  with  a  bad  attack  of  quinsy,  and  I  oniy  left  my  bed  yesterday. 

Please  accept  my  congratulations  for  the  success  of  the  bill,  and  let  me  hear,  as 
soon  as  possible,  about  your  future  plans.  I  am  sure  that  my  cablegram  announcing 
the  victory  was  received  with  joy  in  Nicaragua. 

Very  sincerely,  yours,  H.  Guzman. 

Later  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Lewis  Baker,  minister  to 
Central  America  from  the  United  States,  written  from  San  Jose,  Costa 
Eica,  on  the  28th  of  January,  1895,  saying : 

I  have  a  telegram  from  the  general  minister  of  Nicaragua  this  morning,  informing 
me  that  the  canal  guarantee  bill  had  passed  the  Senate.  If  this  good  news  is  con- 
firmed I  shall  fully  expect  the  bill  to  pass  the  House.  If  this  proves  true  won't  you 
do  me  the  favor  to  cable  me  promptly,  giving  me  the  facts  ?  On  the  statement  of  the 
Nicaragua  minister  I  have  sent  congratulatory  messages  to  both  the  Nioaraguan  and 
Costa  Eican  Governments. 

The  Chairman.  From  the  fact  that  you  had  made  a  full  statement 
of  all  of  your  troubles  with  Nicaragua,  if  1  may  call  them  troubles,  and 
that  the  Govornment  of  Nicaragua  had  expressed  itself  as  being  fully 
satisfied  that  all  the  terms  of  the  concession  had  been  complied  with, 
and  after  receiving  this  letter  from  Mr.  Baker,  which  you  have  just 
quoted,  and  after  receiving  the  letter  which  is  above  set  out  from  Presi- 
dent Zelaya,  and  after  receiving  the  letter  from  Mr.  Guzman,  which 
you  have  just  quoted,  did  you  have  any  suspicion  or  expectation  that 
there  was  any  real  remaining  difiQculty  or  difference  between  your  com- 
pany and  the  Government  of  Nicaragua? 

Mr.  Hitchcock.  I  had  not,  except  that  the  Tipitapa  question  was  a 
matter  that  we  were  arranging  for  arbitration,  if  necessary. 

The  Chairman.  And  that  matter  had  been  postponed  for  that 
purpose? 

Mr.  Hitchcock.  That  question  had  been  postponed. 

The  Chairman.  The  Tipitapa  Canal  had  no  connection  whatever 
with  a  right  of  forfeiture  on  the  part  of  Nicaragua  of  the  concession, 
and  if  there  was  any  possible  default  on  the  part  of  the  company,  which 
I  understand  you  to  deuy,  the  arrangement  or  settlement  of  that  mat- 
ter was  entirely  apart  from  your  right  to  go  on  and  build  the  main 
canal  ? 

Mr.  Hitchcock.  Entirely  apart. 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  yet  convinced,  notwithstanding  the  protest 
of  the  minister  from  the  Greater  Republic  of  Central  America,  that 
Nicaragua  is  friendly  to  your  company  and  desires  to  see  the  canal . 
succeed? 

Mr.  Hitchcock.  My  belief  is  that  President  Zelaya  and  his  present 
administration  in  Nicaragua  are  very  friendly  to  the  company  and 
exceedingly  desirous  to  have  the  canal  completed,  and  I  believe  them 
to  be  desirous  that  the  company  shall  be  aided  by  the  United  States,  in 
order  that  the  completion  may  be  hastened. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  not  a  remaining  jealousy  or  antagonism 
between  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica,  growing  out  of  old  disputes,  which 
has  not  been  entirely  quieted,  and  with  which  you  have  no  concern, 
and  may  not  that  jealousy  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  movement  of  the 
Greater  Republic  of  Central  America? 

Mr.  Hitchcock.  That  is  quite  possible  and  may  be  more  than  that. 
It  may  be  highly  probable,  but  the  company  has  but  one  object,  and 
that  is  to  carry  out  both  its  concessions  from  those  Governments  in 
the  utmost  good  faith  under  the  charter  granted  by  the  United  States. 

The  Chairman.  Has  not  your  company  put  itself  to  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  inconvenience,  and  expense  in  the  effort  to  reconcile  those  two 
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Governments  with  each  other  upon  the  subject  of  the  construction  of 
this  canal? 

Mr.  HiTOHCOOK.  We  have  done  our  best  in  that  direction  frequently 
for  the  last  ten  years,  as  will  be  shown  by  what  I  have  already  stated 
before  the  committee. 

The  Chairman.  It  has  been  asserted  that  your  company  is  bankrupt. 
Is  that  true? 

Mr.  HiTOHCOOK.  That  is  not  true.  The  Maritime  Canal  Company 
of  Nicaragua  is  and  always  has  been  entirely  solvent  and  has  no  out- 
standing debts  we  are  not  able  to  meet.  Anyone  making  a  different 
statement  confuses  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  with  the  Construc- 
tion Company,  which  held  a  contract  with  the  Maritime  Canal  Company 
to  construct  the  canal  and  which  was  obliged  to  suspend  and  go  into 
liquidation  in  1893.  This  latter  fact  is  not  surprising,  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  during  that  period  of  great  financial  depression  such  vast 
corporations  as  the  Erie  Railroad,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  the  Read- 
ing, and  the  Union  Pacific  were  obliged  to  default  on  their  obligations 
and  to  resort  to  reorganization  of  their  companies. 

HiEAM   HiTOHCOOK. 
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Post-Office  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  21,  1898. 
To  the  Peesident  : 

The  rapid  aud  amazing  growth  of  the  postal  business  in 
all  its  branches  is  its  most  striking  feature.  In  1880  the 
gross  revenue  of  the  Department  was  $33,315,479  aud  the 
gross  expenditure  was  $36,542,804;  the  number  of  post- 
offices  was  43,000,  aud  the  total  number  of  postage  stamps, 
stamped  envelopes  and  wrappers,  and  postal  cards  issued 
was  1,367,397,047.  In  the  fiscal  year  1898  the  gross  reve- 
nue was  $89,012,618  and  the  gross  expenditure  was  $98,- 
033,523 ;  the  number  of  post-offlces  was  73,000,  and  the  total 
issue  of  postage  stamps,  stamped  envelopes  and  wrappers, 
and  postal  cards  was  4,614,526,090.  Within  this  period  our 
population  has  increased  about  50  per  cent,  while  the  volume 
of  postal  business  has  multiplied  nearly  threefold.  The 
lesson  of  improved  facilities,  more  enlightened  methods, 
and  advancing  activity  is  plain. 

The  financial  operations  of  the  Department  for  the  last 
fiscal  year  are  briefly  shown  in  the  following  statement: 

REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

Ordinary  postal  revenue $87,  815, 985. 20 

Receipts  from  money-order  business 1, 196,  633.  35 

Total  receipts  from  all  sources 89,  012,  618. 55 

Total  expenditure  for  the  year 98,033,  523.61 

Excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts 9, 020,  905. 06 

An  analysis  of  the  above  statement  in  comparison  with 
previous  statements  shows  that  the  postal  service  during 
the  year  has  been  economically  administered,  the  general    Economical ad- 

.         ,  7  o  ministration 

increase  of  expenditure  being  but  little  more  than  that  of  shown, 
the  preceding  year,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  nearly  a 
million  dollars,  earned  in  the  transportation  of  the  mails 
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by  what  are  known  as  the  "aided  Pacific  Eailroad  com- 
panies," was  paid  during  the  year  directly  out  of  the 
Department's  appropriations,  while  last  year  and  in  previous 
years  the  earnings  of  those  railroads  were  not  counted  as 
expenditures,  but  were  simply  certified  to  the  Secretary  ot 
the  Treasury,  under  the  requirement  of  the  law,  as  credits 
in  favor  of  the  companies  in  their  bonded  account  with 
the  Government. 

The  total  receipts,  1898,  were $89,  012,  618. 55 

The  total  receipts,  1897,  were 82,665,462.73 

Increase  of  receipts,  1898 6,347,155.82 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  there  was  an 
increase  during  the  year  in  postal  receipts  of  nearly  six 
and  a  half  million  dollars  over  the  aggregate  of  1897,  or 
over  7.6  per  cent — an  indication,  if  any  such  proof  were 
Improvement  now  iicedcd,  that  the  country  is  again  in  the  enjoyment  of 
tionTindicS.'  prosperity.  So  marked  are  the  improved  business  condi- 
tions that  this  rate  of  increase  is  greater  by  more  than  2J 
per  cent  than  the  estimate  of  my  predecessor. 

Total  expenditures,  1898 $98,033,523.61 

Total  expenditures,  1897 94,077,242.38 

Increase  of  expenditures,  1898 3,  956, 281. 23 

The  general  rate  of  increase  for  the  fiscal  year  over  that 
of  1897  was  4.2  per  cent,  or,  excluding  from  the  statement 
of  expenditures  nearly  a  million  dollars  paid,  as  already 
described,  for  transportation  of  mails  over  aided  Pacific 
railroads,  which  last  year  did  not  enter  into  the  computa- 
tion of  expenses,  the  ratio  of  increase  for  the  year  1898 
was  but  3.1  per  cent,  which  is  seven-tenths  of  1  per  cent 
less  than  the  rate  of  increase  for  1897. 

I  submit  below  an  estimate  of  the  revenues  and  expendi- 
tures, which  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900: 

Total  postal  revenue  for  1898 $89, 012, 618. 55 

Add  7  per  cent 6,230,883.29 

Estimated  revenue  for  1899 95, 243, 501. 84 

Add  6  per  cent 5,714,610.11 

^^Estimate     for  Total  estimated  revenue  for  1900 100,958,111.95 

Estimated  expenditures  for  1900 105, 224, 000. 00 

Deficiency  for  1900,  estimated . .' 4,  265, 888. 05 

But  for  the  gross  abuse  of  the  privilege  given  by  law  to 
second-class  matter,  the  deficit  would  long  ago  have  dis- 
appeared, and  its  present  and  promised  decrease  comes  in 
the  face  of  this  continued  abuse.    The  statistics  do  not 
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show  as  great  an  increase  in.  the  volume  of  such  mail  dur- 
ing the  last  fiscal  year  over  that  of  the  previous  year  as 
has  been  annually  shown  for  the  past  eight  or  ten  years; 
but  the  rate  of  increase  is  still  much  greater  than  that  of 
other  postal  business,  a  fact  that  gives  continued  force  to 
the  reflections  made  by  several  of  my  predecessors  upon 
the  flagrant  wrongs  in  connection  with  this  subject  and 
to  the  urgent  appeal  for  their  correction.  The  efibrt  for  Abuses  of  sec- 
amendment  which  has  been  made  would  in  no  way  inter-  conWimed.'^'' 
fere  with  legitimate  publications,  and  would  only  relieve 
the  Department  from  the  burden  of  carrying  at  a  merely 
nominal  rate  some  classes  of  so-called  periodical  publica- 
tions which,  in  the  original  framing  of  the  law,  were  never 
intended  to  be  included  within  the  scope  of  this  privilege. 

MILITARY   POSTAL   SERVICE. 

The  war  with  Spain  entailed  the  necessity  of  a  military 
postal  service,  and  imposed  new,  immediate,  and  impera- 
tive duties  on  the  Department.  The  rapid  organization 
and  mobilization  of  an  army  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  men 
required  prompt  measures  tor  the  effective  handling  of  the 
mails  connected  with  so  great  a  body.  The  camps  of  con- 
centration necessitated  the  sudden  creation  of  large  ofiQces; 
the  exigencies  of  constant  ohanges  and  movements  were 
met,  and  the  military  and  uaval  forces  on  active  service 
in  distant  fields  in  the  West  Indies  and  the  Philippines 
were  accompanied  by  the  mails,  which  maintained  commu- 
nication with  home. 

At  each  of  the  camps,  commencing  with  Oamp  Black, 
New  York,  May  4,  a  military  post-oflflce  was  established 
and  clothed  with  all  the  powers  of  a  regular  post-office, 
including  the  issue  and  payment  of  money  orders  and  the 
registration  of  letters.  In  some  of  the  larger  camps  the 
volume  of  postal  business  sprang  up  within  a  few  days  to 
thelevelof  that  of  cities  of  high  rank.  This  sudden  access  post-ofBces  at 
demanded  quick  and  intelligent  management.  Trained  "adl^afatio^ of 
post-offlce  and  railway  mail  clerks  were  detailed  from  "'^ ''®''*=- 
available  points  for  this  service.  Where  the  facilities  near 
or  within  the  camps  were  inadequate,  railway  mail  cars 
were  procured,  stationed  at  convenient  points  on  side 
tracks,  and  used  as  post-offices.  It  was  found  expedient 
in  most  cases  to  constitute  the  camp  post- office  a  branch  of 
some  city  office  as  the  simplest  method  of  providing  bonded 
officials  and  postal  supplies. 

Prior  to  the  1st  of  July  the  expenditure  thus  incurred 
was  defrayed,  so  far  as  it  could  properly  be  done,  out  of 
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the  appropriations  for  the  general  service  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  at  some  of  the  camps  distant  from  cities  a  tem- 
porary rural  free-delivery  service  was  put  in  operation. 
Congress  had,  however,  passed  an  act  empowering  the 
Postmaster-General  to  establish  military  post-ofSces,  and 
with  the  commencement  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  on  July 

instESt'^*'™  ■^'  ^  special  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  military  postal  serv- 
ice became  available.  It  is  obvious  now  that  with  the  neces- 
sities growing  out  of  the  extension  of  the  service  this  very 
moderate  sum  was  not  safiQcient  for  the  requirements  of 
the  year.  Indeed,  with  the  exigencies  which  followed  our 
campaigns  on  remote  soil,  the  appropriation  has  already 
been  exhausted.  A  detailed  statement  of  the  expenditures 
appears  in  the  appendix. 

When  our  trooi)s  advanced  into  Cuba  the  postal  service 
moved  with  them.  Upon  the  surrender  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba  the  postal  agent  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
authority  of  the  President  and  in  cooperation  with  the 
military  commander,  took  possession  of  the  post-ofQce  of 
that  city,  which  was  made  the  military  post-offlce.  He  dis- 
pensed with  the  services  of  the  Spanish  director  and  ten 
of  his  large  force  of  clerks,  retaining  such  as  were  needed 
as  interpreters,  and  proceeded  with  a  much  smaller  fort:e 
to  put  the  office  on  a  better  and  more  effective  footing. 
Postal  service  The  scrvice  has  been  greatly  improved,  and  at  the  present 

Cuba  OD  hindins  time  there  are  four  deliveries  daily  in  the  business  portion 

of  army. 

of  Santiago  city,  and  regular  mail  communication  has  been 
established  with  Havana  and  intermediate  seaports  and 
with  Jamaica  and  other  islands  in  the  West  Indies. 
The  service  has  likewise  been  somewhat  extended  into 
the  province  of  Santiago.  During  the  continuance  of 
hostilities  mail  communication  between  Santiago  and  the 
United  States  was  necessarily  irregular,  inasmuch  as  the 
Post-Office  Department  was  dependent  wholly  on  the  volun- 
tary service  of  army  transport  ships  and  vessels  belonging 
to  the  navy,  and  their  movements  were  governed  entirely 
by  army  and  navy  requirements. 

The  postal  service  accompanied  our  arms  and  our  flag  to 
Porto  Rico.    Beginning  at  Ponce,  it  was  extended  as  rap- 
idly as  our  troops  possessed  themselves  of  different  places, 
until  there  are  now  in  the  island  twelve  military  postal 
Condition    of  stations,  having  postal   connection    with   many  smaller 
Rico.  places.    They  are  under  the  direction  of  a  superintendent 

detailed  from  the  Railway  Mail  Service  of  the  United  States, 
who  acts  in  conjunction  with  the  military  commander,  with 
a  force  of  six  railway  mail  clerks,  three  postal  agents,  and 
thirty-two  clerks,  including  four  Spanish  translators. 
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In  the  Philippines  two  military  postal  stations  have  been 
established,  at  Manila  f'.nd  Oavite,  which  are  under  the 
supervision  of  an  experienced  division  superintendent  service  m  the 
detailed  from  San  Francisco,  and  are  conducted  by  a  force 
of  railway  mail  and  post-offlce  clerks  and  agents,  with  the 
assistance  of  details  from  the  army  of  occupation. 

When  Porto  Rico  and  portions  of  Cuba  and  the  Phil- 
ippines passed  into  the  military  possession  of  the  United 
States,  measures  for  the  continuance  or  restoration  of  gen- 
eral mail  facilities  seemed  to  be  an  essential  element  of 
the  beneficent  presence  of  A.merican  authority.  By  order 
of  the  President,  the  establishment  of  the  postal  service 
followed  the  extension  of  military  occupation.  In  harmony 
with  the  general  policy  adopted  for  the  administration  of 
the  civil  institutions  in  the  regions  which  thus  came  under 
our  control,  the  local  system  and  provisions  were  retained 
as  far  as  practicable  and  adapted  to  our  methods. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  constantly  borne  in  mind  that 
these  measures  were  taken  by  virtue  of  military  posses- 
sion. The  general  postal  service  was  associated  with  the 
military  postal  service  and  operated  by  the  same  machin- 
ery. No  new  appointments,  save  in  one  or  two  instances, 
were  made.  Trained  men  from  our  home  service  were  ^^^.'j^J^p^j?'^™ 
detailed  as  superintendents  and  agents  and  placed  in  "ary  poasession. 
charge  of  the  larger  offices,  retaining  such  of  the  old 
employees  as  were  needed  or  could  be  made  available.  In 
the  smaller  places  the  old  postmasters  are  continued  or 
other  local  officers  are  found.  There  has  already  been  a 
great  improvement  over  the  old  Spanish  service,  and  the 
work  has  only  just  begun. 

Copies  are  given  in  the  appendix  of  the  act  authorizing 
the  establishment  of  post-offices  at  military  posts  or  camps, 
of  the  President's  order  authorizing  the  extension  of  the 
military  postal  service  over  territory  within  the  possession 
of  our  armies,  and  of  a  detailed  statement  of  the  plan  for 
handling  the  mails  in  connection  with  the  military  post- 
offices. 

The  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  duty  exhibited  by  the 
representatives  of  the  Post-Office  Department  in  facing  the 
risks  of  a  perilous  and  distant  service  deserves  full  recog- 
nition. One  of  the  earliest  and  most  pathetic  of  the  losses  ^ieroic  serTicf 
which  followed  the  American  advance  in  Cuba  was  that  of  °f°^[^^^P°^^^' 
Mr.  Eben  Brewer,  of  Pennsylvania,  our  first  postal  agent 
in  that  island.  He  addressed  himself  to  his  special  work 
with  the  utmost  energy  and  enthusiasm,  all  the  more  reso- 
lute because  of  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  encountered 
at  the  outset  of  the  campaign,  when  unavoidably  there  was 
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a  lack  of  adequate  equipment  and  organization.  He  per- 
sonally took  the  mail  to  the  fighting  line,  and,  not  content 
with  fulfilling  his  immediate  duty,  he  rendered  heroic  serv- 
ice when  the  battle  raged  in  caring  for  the  wounded  and 
giving  his  labors  unreservedly  in  the  field  hospital.  His 
post  was  amid  the  lurking  dangers  of  Siboney,  and  there 
he  contracted  fever  of  which  he  died,  giving  his  life  for  his 
country  as  truly  as  the  soldier  who  falls  on  the  field  of 
battle.  Mr.  Brewer's  death  has  been  followed  from  like 
cause  by  that  of  Mr.  Walter  Spicer,  a  post-oflfice  clerk  from 
Boston,  and  a  large  number  of  other  postal  employees  have 
been  in  hospital,  prostrated  by  the  fevers  incident  to  the 
climate. 

AUXILIARY  CRUISERS    AND   MERCHANT   MARINE. 

The  great  value  of  the  aid  contributed  during  the  war 
with  Spain  by  the  steamships  employed  in  the  mail  service 
of  the  United  States  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  and 
converted  under  the  terms  of  that  act  into  auxiliary  cruis- 
ers, is  universally  recognized.  The  St.  Louis  and  the  St. 
Paul,  which  became  a  part  of  our  effective  fighting  force 
under  their  own  names,  and  the  Nev  YorTc  and  Paris, 
icf ^of °OTnTCTt7a  ^^^*''*  ^^^^  rechristened  the  Harvard  and  Yale,  added 
oveanmaUateara-  yery  materially  to  the  strength  of  the  navy  and  rendered 
a  special  and  distinct  service  for  which  they  were  un- 
eqnaled.  Their  superior  speed  peculiarly  fitted  them  to 
act  as  scouts,  and  in  actual  encounter  they  proved  their 
fighting  eflBiciency.  Indei)endent  of  their  value  as  fast 
mail  steamers,  the  part  they  played  in  our  naval  operations 
vindicated  the  broad  policy  of  the  law  under  which  they 
floated  our  flag. 

That  law  was  expressly  intended  to  facilitate  the  ocean 
mail  service  and  to  promote  commerce.    Associated  with 
that  object  was  the  design  of  reenforcing  the  navy  and 
furnishing  quick  and  available  means  of  offense  and  defense 
in  time  of  war.    Our  recent  experience  has  illustrated  and 
emphasized  the  importance  of  this  resource,  and  has  demon- 
strated that  one  of  the  most  effective  and  economical  bul- 
warks of  naval   power  is  the  possession  of  swift  mail 
steamers,  capable  of  immediate  conversion  into  armed 
cruisers.    In  the  further  development  of  our  naval  force 
this  factor  can  not  fail  to  receive  consideration,  and  it  sup- 
swift  maiiplements  and  strengthens  the  reasons  for  governmental 
wT™k'''t'o*t'he  action  which  are  found  in  the  wisdom  of  promoting  the 
^*^^"  upbuilding  of  a  merchant  marine.    The  advancement  of 

our  commerce  requires  that  we  shall  have  carrying  facili- 
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ties.  A  commercial  marine  is  not  only  vital  to  commercial 
expansion,  but  it  provides  the  best  source  for  the  expansion 
of  the  naval  force  which  becomes  necessary  in  time  of  war. 
From  every  point  of  view  it  is  thus  a  legitimate  object  of 
governmental  concern,  and  the  adoption  of  practical  and 
reasonable  measures  within  our  power  for  the  promotion 
of  this  object  seems  to  be  dictated  by  every  consideration 
of  public  interest. 

The  act  of  1891  invested  the  Postmaster-General  with 
authority  to  enter  into  such  contracts  for  the  carrying  of 
mails  on  American  steamships  as  in  his  judgment  will 
best  subserve  and  promote  the  postal  and  commercial 
interests  of  the  United  States.  The  first  fruits  of  this  act 
were  the  powerful  steamers  which,  converted  into  armed 
cruisers,  rendered  such  useful  service  in  the  war  with 
Spain.  They  were  employed  in  carrying  the  mails  across 
the  Atlantic  and  compare  favorably  with  the  Atlantic 
steamers  under  any  ilag.  But  the  act  further  provided 
that  the  mail  service  on  lines  thus  created  should  be  equi- 
tably distributed  among  the  Atlantic,  Mexican  Gulf,  and 
Pacific  ports.  In  accordance  with  this  provision,  lines 
have  been  established  to  ports  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
steamers  recently  launched  for  this  service,  and  just  now    consideration 

J  .  .  i>        ■!_  1      _Go  -n   t_     '         -1    1  1     of  further  lines. 

undergoing  inspection  by  a  naval  oflacer,  will  be  available 
as  cruisers  should  they  be  needed  in  a  future  emergency. 
But  no  lines  have  thus  far  been  established  under  this  act 
on  the  Pacific,  and  the  requirement  of  an  equitable  dis- 
tribution, which  enjoins  attention  in  that  direction,  is 
enforced  and  accentuated  by  the  recent  expansion  of 
American  interests  on  that  ocean.  Should  steps  be  taken 
to  extend  our  flag  over  American  steamships  on  the  Pacific, 
as  it  has  been  moderately  extended  on  the  Atlantic,  such 
action  will  not  only  comply  with  the  spirit  and  purpose  of 
the  existing  law,  but  it  will  naturally  follow  and  utilize 
the  opening  of  American  opportunity  in  that  quarter. 

HAWAII. 

The  acquisition  of  Hawaii  has  not  thus  far  been  followed 
by  any  change  in  our  postal  relations  with  that  country. 
The  absorption  of  its  postal  system  into  our  own  and  the 
exercise  of  our  control,  like  the  incorporation  of  other 
features  of  its  local  administration,  have  awaited  the  report 
of  the  Congressional  committee  and  the  legislation  which 
will  follow.  There  was  the  more  reason  for  observing  this 
obligation,  as  Hawaii  already  has  a  good  mail  service  which 
is  more  than  self-sustaining. 
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EUEAL  FREE   DELIVERY. 

The  iuitial  appropriation  of  $50,000  made  available  for  a 
test  of  this  service  was  increased  for  the  present  fiscal  year 
to  the  amount  of  $150,000.  Eural  free  delivery  has  been 
enlarged  in  accordance  with  the  greater  appropriation  pro- 
vided, but  not  yet  to  the  full  extent  authorized.  There  has 
been  a  desire  to  put  the  service  into  operation  in  as  many 
States  as  possible  and  to  elicit  the  fullest  expression  of 
public  opinion  on  the  subject.  In  some  of  the  States  where 
this  experimental  service  has  not  yet  been  fully  tested, 
notably  in  the  South,  the  prevalence  of  quarantine  restric- 
tions and  other  impediments  has  debarred  action. 

Letters  have  been  addressed  by  the  First  Assistant 

Postmaster-General '  to    every  postmaster  within  whose 

jurisdiction  rural  free  delivery  has  been  put  in  force,  and 

Popular  (le- also  to  representative  citizens  within  the  range  of  the 

mand  for  contiu-  .  .  „     ,      .  .  mi 

iiiiiKo  of  service  delivery,  asking  an  expression  of  their  views.  Their  re- 
plies indicate  such  a  general  desire  for  the  continuance  and 
extension  of  the  service  as  can  not  fail  to  receive  the 
earnest  consideration  of  Congress.  The  wish  that  finds 
most  general  expression  in  these  communications  is  that 
some  assurance  should  be  given  of  the  permanence  of  the 
service.  It  is  asserted  that  if  this  were  done  existing 
crudities  and  isolated  cases  of  lack  of  appreciation  would 
disappear  and  that  rural  free  delivery  would  demonstrate 
its  capacity  for  becoming  a  self-supporting  branch  of  postal 
administration. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  local  opposition  that  occasionally 
manifests  itself  to  the  abolition  of  fourth-class  post-oifices, 
which  could  be  superseded  by  rural  free  delivery  with 
great  advantage  to  the  public  service,  would  then  disap- 
pear, and  thus  one  obstacle  to  the  economical  establishment 
of  the  service  would  be  removed.  Examination  of  the 
detailed  replies  received  indicates  that  the  least  encour- 
aging results  have  been  arrived  at  in  rural  free  delivery 
routes  started  prior  to  1897.  A  revision  and  rearrangement 
of  the  earlier  established  service  is  in  contemplation. 

FREE   DELIVERY. 

The  extension  of  free  delivery  in  the  cities  of  the  United 
States  during  the  year  has  been  limited  only  by  the 
amount  appropriated  for  this  purpose.    Fifty-nine  offices 
Larger  appro- -wMch  had    uot  previously  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  this 
pria  ion  gervice  have  been  brought  within  the  free-delivery  classi- 

fication.   This  has  required  the  appointment  of  215  letter 
carriers,  at  a  cost  of  $87,000.    Congress  provided  $90,000 
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for  new  free-delivsry  service.  The  proper  maintenance 
and  extension  of  free  delivery  in  offices  previously  estab- 
lished has  necessitated  the  appointment  of  424  carriers. 
There  yet  remain  110  offices  entitled  under  the  law,  by  rea- 
son of  $10,000  gross  receipts  per  annum  or  10,000  popula- 
tion, to  the  free  delivery  service,  whose  claims  could  not 
be  allowed  without  creating  a  deficiency. 

THE   EIGHT-HOUR  LAW. 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  act  passed  May  24, 1888, 
limiting  the  work  of  letter  carriers  to  eight  hours  a  day, 
can  not  be  practically  applied,  in  its  present  form,  to  meet 
the  varying  conditions  of  the  postal  service  without  caus- 
ing loss  of  time  to  the  Government  and  personal  incon-  Rniing  of  su- 
veuience  to  the  carriers.  As  interpreted  by  the  Supreme^™™®  ''*■ 
Court,  the  law  entitles  a  letter  carrier  to  eight  hours  work 
a  day  and  to  his  pay  for  eight  hours,  even  though  his  work 
on  any  particular  day  should  not  be  sufficient  to  occupy 
him  for  that  length  of  time.  For  any  excess  of  service  over 
eight  hours  in  any  one  day  he  is  entitled  to  extra  pay. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  making  of  overtime,  under  which 
head  liabilities  to  the  amount  of  several  millions  of  dollars 
were  unwittingly  incurred  before  the  law  received  the 
interpretation  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Department  has 
issued  and  enforced  most  stringent  regulations.  It  has 
been  compelled  to  base  its  time  schedules  on  the  work  of 
heavy  days,  so  that  it  loses  from  thirty  minutes  to  an  hour  HardsMpsnec- 
on  each  carrier  on  the  three  or  four  light  days  in  the  week,  on  carne™.'"^** 
and  imposes  upon  them  on  the  heavy  days  an  amount  of  work 
and  a  rate  of  speed  which  severely  tax  their  endurance. 
It  has  also  been  compelled,  in  offices  where  the  principal 
mails  are  received  early  and  late  m  the  day,  to  provide 
long  "swings"  or  intervals  between  trips,  thus  stretching 
the  work  of  the  carriers  over  a  range  of  sixteen  or  eighteen 
hours  a  day. 

It  is  suggested  that  these  inconveniences  and  hardships 
could  be  avoided  by  a  change  of  the  law  so  as  to  authorize 
postmasters  to  apportion  the  number  of  hours  for  each 
day  as  the  requirements  of  the  service  demand,  not  to  Eemedy  sng- 
exceed  a  total  of  forty-eight  hours  for  the  six  working^ 
days  of  the  week,  with  such  additional  time  on  Sunday  (not 
to  exceed  eight  hours)  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  may 
require. 

CONSOLIDATION   OF  POST-OFFICES. 

The  desirability  of  the  repeal  of  the  proviso  attached  to 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  postal  service  of  the 
Ab.  98 99 
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United  States,  passed  at  the  close  of  the  first  session  of 
the  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  which  enacts  that  no  post-ofBce 
established  at  any  county,  seat  shall  be  discontinued  by 
reason  of  any  consolidation  of  post-offices  made  by  the 
strioSve'p?ovfa''o  Postmaster-General,  is  once  more  respectfully  urged  upon 
urged.  ^jjQ  attention  of  Congress.    Instances  are  numerous  where 

free  delivery  could  be  extended  over  territory  not  hereto- 
fore favored,  at  a  great  saving  to  the  Government  and  an 
increase  of  efficiency  to  the  service,  provided  freedom  of 
consolidation  were  allowed  and  the  salaries  of  postmasters 
at  offices  consolidated  were  made  available  for  the  employ- 
ment of  superintendents  and  clerks  at  stations  established 
in  place  of  the  consolidated  offices. 

CLASSIFICATION   OP   CLERKS. 

The  existing  law,  providing  for  the  classification  of  clerks 
in  first  and  second  class  post-offices,  as  embodied  in  section 
451  of  Postal  Laws  and  Eegulations,  is  found  to  be  am- 
biguous and  defective.  A  bill  (H.  E.  4582)  was  introduced 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  to  remedy  these  defects, 
and  to  give  a  proper  designation  and  a  specific  salary  to 
Legislation  each  employee.  It  is  believed  that  the  passage  of  this  bill 
recommended.  -y^Qui,!  tocouragc  many  intelligent  and  competent  clerks  to 
remain  in  the  classified  post-office  service  who  now,  dis- 
heartened by  the  low  salaries  and  the  difficulties  of  advance- 
ment, continue  in  office  only  long  enough  to  enable  them 
to  secure  more  lucrative  positions  in  other  vocations. 

It  is  also  suggested  that  the  Department  should  have 
authority  to  make  an  allowance  for  clerk  hire,  without 
regard  to  the  class  of  the  office,  at  any  post-office  where  it 
is  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  postmaster,  by  devoting 
his  entire  time  to  the  duties,  can  not  satisfactorily  meet 
the  public  demands. 

PAT  POE   SUBSTITUTE   CLERKS. 

Appropriation     For  lack  of  a  specific  appropriation  for  the  pay  of  sub- 

Bhouia  be  grant-  ,        ^  «,,. 

ed.  stitute  clerks  m  post-offices  during  vacations  of  the  regular 

force,  some  hardship  has  been  experienced,  the  clerks  in 
many  instances  being  obliged  either  to  forego  the  fifteen 
days  annual  leave  granted  by  law  or  to  impose  upon  their 
associate  clerks  unreasonable  hours  of  labor.  I  indorse 
the  recommendation  of  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster- 
General  that  an  appropriation  of  $75,000  be  made  to  pro- 
vide substitute  clerks  in  first  and  second  class  post-offices 
during  vacation  time.    It  would  seem  to  be  fair  that  the 
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clerks  should  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  letter 
carriers  in  this  respect. 

nsrOKEASE   OF  MONET-OBDEE  BUSINESS. 

During  the  year  there  were  28,753,412  money  orders 
issued,  having  a  face  value  of  $204,593,890.90.  These  fig- 
ures show  the  phenomenal  increase  of  2,640,000  in  the  num- 
ber of  money  orders  issued  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  and 
an  increase  of  more  than  $16,000,000  in  the  total  amount 
of  money  carried  by  this  service  over  last  year,  and  indi-    increase    of 

,  '  money-order 

cate  the  return  of  commercial  activity  and  business  pros-  bnaidess  unpre- 
perity.    Since  the  foundation  of  the  money-order  system 
in  the  United  States,  in  1865,  there  has  never  before  been  so 
marked  an  advance  in  the  amount  of  business  transacted  in 
one  year  over  the  year  immediately  preceding. 

THE  MAIL-TRANSPORTATION   SERVICE. 

Statistics  given  in  the  report  of  the  Second  Assistant 
Postmaster-General  show  that  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal 
year  the  total  number  of  inland  mail  routes  was  33,795, 
having  a  length  of  480,461  miles,  and  resulting  in  an  annual 
travel  of  434,332,691  miles.  This  is  an  increase  of  1,304  in  Length  of  in- 
the  number  of  routes,  of  10,429  miles  in  the  length  of  routes,  ^^^  """'^  ™°**'- 
and  of  13,482,212  miles  in  annual  travel.  This  result  was 
obtained  with  an  increase  in  the  annual  rate  of  expenditure 
of  only  $1,534,700. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  the  mails  were  being 
carried  over  174,777  miles  of  railroad,  on  which  the  annual 
travel  was  281,585,612  miles,  at  an  annual  rate  of  expendi- 
ture for  transportation  of  $30,786,375.89. 

Mail  service,  by  means  of  electric  and  cable  cars,  was 
increased  during  the  fiscal  year  by  59  routes,  518  mUes  in 
length,  and  1,050,629  miles  in  annual  travel. 

The  star  service,  which  supplies  those  towns  and  villages 
remote  fromlines  of  railroads  and  steamboats,  was  increased 
to  the  extent  of  2,982,620  miles  of  annual  travel,  although 
the  annual  rate  of  expenditure  was  reduced  by  $53,311.93. 
The  advertisement  now  pending,  looking  to  the  reletting  star  service 
of  the  routes  in  the  middle  West,  contemplates  an  increase 
of  1,557,709  miles,  or  nearly  6  per  cent  in  the  annual  travel 
in  that  section.  The  reletting  of  the  service  last  year  in 
most  of  the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  resulted 
in  a  reduction  of  $348,992.87  per  annum,  with  an  increase 
in  annual  travel  of  nearly  7  per  cent. 

I  trust  that  some  legislation  may  be  had  at  the  next  ses-  Legislation 
sion  of  Congress  to  correct  evils  growing  out  of  the  exist- abuses.*'"'"'*''* 
ing  system  of  speculative  bidding  for  star-route  service. 
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ALASKAN  MAIL  SEEYICB. 

Contracts  have  been  made  for  two  routes  over  2,500 
miles  in  length,  from  Juneau,  Alaska,  to  St.  Michaels, 
Alaska,  via  Dawson  City,  Circle,  Weare,  and  other  points 
on  the  Yukon  Eiver.  These  contracts  contemplate,  for 
the  first  time,  winter  mail  service  for  next  season  through 
that  part  of  Alaska  from  Circle  to  St.  Michaels. 

STEAMBOAT   AND  MAIL  MESSENGER   SERVICE. 

Increases  were  'made  in  the  steamboat  service  aggre- 
gating 2,614  miles  in  length,  229,908  miles  in  annual  travel, 
and  $26,133.17  in  annual  rate  of  expenditure. 

In  the  mail  messenger  service  there  was  a  decrease  of 
98,477  miles  in  annual  travel  and  of  $38,898.88  per  annum 
in  cost. 

On  June  30, 1898,  there  were  206  wagon  routes  in  cities, 
costing  $734,643.91  per  annum,  an  increase  over  the  previ- 
ous year  of  35  routes  and  $30,767.91. 

PNEUMATIC    TUBES. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  four  lines  of  pneumatic  tubes 
were  put  into  operation,  two  in  New  York,  one  in  Boston, 
and  one  in  Philadelphia.  Since  then  the  tube  between 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  has  been  opened.  These,  with  the 
first  tube  that  was  started  in  1893,  in  Philadelphia,  make 
six  lines  now  in  use  carrying  the  mail. 

These  new  lines  having  been  started  at  different  dates 
throughout  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  amount  expended  was 
but  $85,379.50.  The  annual  rate,  however,  at  the  present 
time  is  $222,266. 

The  practical  use  of  these  tubes  has  demonstrated  their 
value,  when  properly  utilized,  for  the  expeditious  handling 
of  mail  in  crowded  centers,  and  particularly  of  letters  and 
other  small  matter  for  which  rapid  transit  is  essential. 
Value  of  pneti- The  bcst  rcsults  from  the  use  of  pneumatic  tubes  can  not 
proved.  "  ^^be  obtained  until  some  particular  city  shall  have  a  more 
complete  system,  connecting  the  main  office  with  the 
important  branch  offices  as  well  as  with  the  several  rail- 
road stations. 

RAILWAY  MAIL   SERVICE. 

On  June  30, 1898,  there  were  1,268  lines  of  traveling  post- 
offices  (railway,  steamboat,  and  electric  and  cable  cars), 
covering  167,755  miles  in  length;  the  number  of  clerks 
employed  was  8,074 ;  the  annual  travel  by  them  in  crews 
was  187,483,187  miles;   adding  to  this  the  closed-pouch 
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and  express-pouch  service,  the  total  number  of  miles 
traveled  was  285,565,343.  There  were  handled  during  statistics  of 
the  year  12,225,706,220  pieces  of  ordinary  mail,  besides  servloef 
17,077,708  pieces  of  registered  matter  and  591,492,490  pieces 
of  city  mail.  The  improperly  addressed  and  illegible  mat- 
ter amounted  to  13,503,486  pieces,  of  which  7,655,685  were 
returned  to  writers  or  corrected  and  forwarded  to  destina- 
tion, the  remainder  being  sent  to  the  Dead-Letter  Office 
for  disposition. 

It  is  with  great  regret  I  report  that  during  the  year  there 
has  been  a  larger  number  of  casualties  than  in  any  previ- 
ous year,  the  total  number  being  597,  in  which  7  railway 
postal  clerks  were  killed,  34  seriously  injured,  and  146    Belief  should 

,.,,..  ,        _     .  '  ,  .    '  he     granted    to 

sughtly  injured.    It  is  urged  that  some  provision  be  made  families  of  clerks 
by  Congress  for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  those  clerks  aWed. 
who  are  killed  while  on  duty,  and  of  those  who  are  perma- 
nently disabled  or  injured  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

I  wish  to  renew  the  recommendation  frequently  made  by 
my  predecessors  for  legislation  effecting  the  reclassification 
of  the  Eailway  Mail  Service;  providing  punishment  for 
persons  who  attempt  to  enter  a  postal  car  by  force,  or  who  other  recom- 
assault  a  railway  postal  clerk  while  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty  as  such,  and  requiring  publishers  of  newspapers 
to  make  primary  separation  of  their  papers  and  periodicals 
for  mailing. 

During  our  recent  war  with  Spain  the  mail-bag  repair 
shop  connected  with  this  Department  was  able  to  render 
emergency  service  to  the  War  Department  in  the  making 
of  tents  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 

FOEEIGN  MAILS. 

The  payments  during  the  year  on  account  of  foreign 
mail  transportation  amounted  to  $1,625,686.  There  were 
16  international  sea  post-ofBces  in  operation  last  year  on 
the  fast  mail  steamers  plying  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  in 
which  over  14,000,000  letters  and  postal  cards  were  dis- 
tributed in  transit. 

The  mail  service  on  several  lines  of  American  steamships 
was  necessarily  suspended  during  the  war  with  Spain  by 
reason  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  steamers  for  use  in  the 
auxiliary  navy. 

During  the  year  two  contracts  were  made  under  the  act 
of  March  3, 1891,  one  for  service  between  New  York  and    New  contracts 
Tuxpam  via  Havana,  Cuba,  and  the  other  for  carrying™ 
the  mail  from  Boston  and  Philadelphia  to  Port  Antonio, 
Jamaica. 
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EXPENDITTJEES  IN  DETAIL. 

The  expenditures  of  the  postal  service  for  the  year  are 
shown,  by  items,  in  the  following  statement : 

Transportation  of  the  mails  on  railroads $30, 449,  837. 34 

Compeusation  of  postmasters 17,  453, 433. 58 

Free-delivery  service 13,386,593.69 

Compensation  of  clerks  in  post-oflSoes 10, 589,  069. 23 

Compensation  of  railway  post-office  clerks 8, 066, 602. 54 

Transportation  of  the  mails  on  star  routes 5, 286, 614. 87 

Railway  post-office  car  service 3,  7.53, 416. 64 

Transportation  of  foreign  mails 1, 620, 282. 71 

Rent,  light,  and  fuel  for  first,  second,  and  third  class 

offices 1,581,649.80 

Mail-messenger  service 987,163.91 

Manufacture  of  stamped  envelopes 751, 045. 09 

Transportation  of  the  mails — regulation  screen  or  other 

wagon  service 734,491.12 

Transportation  of  the  mails  on  steamboats 418,  635. 14 

Special-delivery  service 370,383.56 

Mail  depredations  and  post-office  inspectors 361,  744. 57 

Mailbagsand  catchers 314,869.33 

Transportation  of  the  mails — electric  and  cable  cars..  204, 939. 46 

Manufacture  of  postage  stamps 180,  273. 37 

Transportation  of  the  mails — special  facilities,  etc .. .  175,  973. 00 

Manufacture  of  postal  cards 159, 128.03 

Miscellaneous  expenses  for  post-offices,  including  fur- 
niture   146,531.69 

Balance  due  foreign  countries 139, 808. 52 

Blanks,  blank  books,  etc.,  for  money-order  service  . . .  104, 427. 01 
Registered-package,  tag,  official,  and  dead-letter  en- 
velopes    103,000.00 

Wrapping  twine , 84,990.72 

Renting  of  canceling  machines 63, 814. 39 

Stationery  for  post-offices 54,  915. 21 

Experimental  rural  free-delivery  service 49, 999. 71 

Postmarking  and  rating  stamps 44, 965. 40 


97, 638, 599. 63 
Expenditures  under  20  smaller  items  of  appropriations .  214, 808. 36 


Total  expenditures  for  the  year 97, 853, 407. 99 

Add  expenditures  during  the  year  on  account  of  pre- 
vious years  180,115.62 

Grand  total 98,033,523.61 

POSTAL   REVENUE. 

The  postal  revenue  from  all  sources  was  as  follows : 

Sales  of  stamps,  stamped  envelopes,  letter  sheets,  and 

postal  cards $85,029,076.96 

Box  rents 2,579,24L05 

Money-order  receipts 1,196,633.35 
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Letter  postage  paid  in  money,  mostly  balances  from 

foreign  postal  administrations $118, 756. 96 

Miscellaneous  receipts 50, 712. 43 

Fines  and  penalties 27,695.67 

Receipts  from  unclaimed  dead  letters 10, 502. 13 

Total  receipts 89,012,618.55 

Excess  of  expenditnres  over  receipts 9, 020, 905. 06 

THE  STAMPBD-ENTBLOPE  OONTKAOT. 

The  four  years  contract  for  the  furnishing  of  stamped 
envelopes  expired  on  the  1st  of  October,  1898.  The  pro- 
posals, issued  before  my  entrance  upon  office,  looking  to  a 
new  contract,  called  for  bids  both  upon  the  Government 
formula  of  paper  and  upon  samples  submitted  by  bidders. 
This  led  to  the  result  that  the  lowest  bid  upon  the 
Government  standard  paper  was  made  by  one  party 
and  the  lowest  bid  upon  sample  by  another,  the  latter 
being  lower  than  the  former.  An  award  had  been  made 
before  the  question   came  to  me,  but  the  contract  had    „. 

Circumstances 

not  been  executed,   and  as   the  matter  is  one  of  great  attending  the 

importance,  involving  an  expenditure  of  several  million 

dollars,  I  deemed  it  incumbent   upon  me  before  taking 

action  to  make  a  careful    and  thorough  examination  of 

the  subject.    As  a  result  of  this  inquiry  I  decided  that 

the  public  interests  would  best  be  served  by  exercising  the 

right  of  reopening  the  question  and  advertising  for  new 

bids  upon  the  Government  standard  paper  alone. 

Some  time  had  been  consumed  in  the  examination,  and 
in  order  to  give  the  successful  bidder  ample  opportunity 
for  preparing  to  execute  his  contract  it  was  determined 
that  the  term  of  the  new  contract  should  begin,  not  upon 
the  expiration  of  the  old,  but  on  the  1st  of  January,  1899. 
It  was  not  felt,  however,  that  the  old  contract  could  right- 
fully be  extended  over  the  intervening  three  months,  since 
the  first  bidding  had  developed  the  fact  that  lower  prices 
could  be  secured. 

Accordingly,  an  emergency  arrangement  was  entered 
into  with  the  parties  who  actually  made  the  envelopes 
under  the  old  contract,  to  continue  the  work  at  the  price 
of  the  lowest  bid.  The  propriety  of  this  arrangement  is  j^^^  ^  ^^^^^^ 
manifest  from  the  fact  that  under  it  the  expenditure  for  effected, 
stamped  envelopes  will  be  about  $68,000  less  than  it  would 
have  been  had  the  old  contract  been  extended.  The  new 
proposals  resulted  in  securing  still  more  advantageous 
terms  for  the  Government.    Several  bids  were  submitted 
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and  under  the  lowest,  which  was  accepted,  the  reduction 
of  expenditure  during  the  four  years  of  the  contract,  as 
compared  with  the  prices  under  the  old  contract,  is  esti- 
mated to  be  about  $1,400,000. 

PROPOSED   OCEAN  PENNY  POSTAGE. 

The  proposal  of  "ocean  penny  postage"  has  been  the 
subject  of  discussion  during  the  past  few  years,  and  has 
recently  excited  renewed  interest  in  connection  with  the 
adoption  of  this  rate  between  England  and  her  colonies. 
The  project  is  attractive,  and  there  is  much  to  be  said  for 
it;  but  the  conditions  under  which  we  approach  its  treat- 
ment are  very  different  from  those  which  prevail  in  other 
Eeduotion    ofnations.    Other  countries  have  short  land  transit,  while 

ocean    postage  i        t    t  . 

should  be  de-  our  land  distance  is  often  greater  than  the  ocean  distance. 
Taking  into  account  the  area  covered,  our  rate  is  lower 
than  that  of  other  nations.  Without  now  discusssing  the  ob- 
jections involved  in  providing  sea  payment  when  the  ocean 
rate  shall  be  reduced  to  the  domestic  rate,  or  the  question 
whether  a  reduced  domestic  rate  ought  not  to  precede  a 
reduced  ocean  rate,  these  considerations  seem  to  make  it 
clear  that  the  immediate  contemplation  of  so  marked  a 
change,  however  desirable  in  itself,  would  be  premature. 

DETAILS   OF  ADMINISTRATION. 

During  the  year  there  were  15,600,220  pieces  of  mail 
matter  registered  at  the  post  ofiices  in  the  United  States. 
The  amount  of  fees  collected  was  $998,199,  being  an  in- 
crease in  amount  of  business  done  of  7.2  per  cent  over 
the  previous  year. 
There  were  6,214,447,000  pieces  of  matter  of  all  kinds 
Number    of  placcd  in  the  mail  during  the  year,  of  which  letter  mail, 
pieces  mailed,     ^^j^  ^^^  ^^^^^  amounted  to  2,825,767,000,  and  newspapers 

and  periodicals,  constituting  second-class  matter,  were 
mailed  to  the  number  of  2,069,916,000. 

The  special-delivery  business  transacted  during  the  year 
brought  a  profit  to  the  Government  of  $116,407,  the  value 
of  the  stamps  sold  being  $487,346,  and  the  amount  paid  to 
the  1,903  messengers  employed  being  $370,383.  The  cost 
of  manufacturing  the  stamps  necessary  was  but  $555.57. 

The  total  number  of  postage  stamps,  stamped  envelopes, 

postal  cards,  etc.,  issued  to  postmasters  during  the  year 

Increased  de- was  4,614,526,090,  having  a  total  value  of  $87,312,310.37, 

Si^aper! '''""'"  an  increase  in  value  of  $7,680,798.76,  or  9.64  per  cent,  over 

the  issues  of  the  previous  year. 

The  weight  of  second-class  matter  mailed  by  publishers 
and  news  agents  during  the  year  at  the  pound  rate  of  post- 
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age  was  336,126,338   pounds,  upon   which  $3,361,263.38 

postage  was  collected.    Adding  the  estimated  weight  of   weight  of  seo- 

,,  .       ,  „  ,,  ....  .,     ■■    „         .  ond-clasB matter. 

this  class  of  matter  which  is  mailed  free  in  the  counties  of 
publication  gives  a  total  of  mailings  for  the  year  of 
395,442,750  pounds.  The  number  of  post-offices  at  which 
second-class  matter  was  mailed  is  9,378,  an  increase  of  74 
over  the  preceding  year. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  penalties  of  postmasters' 
bonds  now  in  force  is,  in  round  numbers,  $126,500,000. 

During  the  fiscal  year  3,079  cases  of  special  depredations 
on  the  mails,  such  as  highway  robberies  and  robberies 
of  post-offices,  were  investigated,  a  decrease  of  89  in  the 
number  of  such  cases  over  the  previous  fiscal  year.  The 
total  number  of  arrests  for  violations  of  the  postal  laws 
made  during  the  year  was  1,700.  Of  this  number  95  were 
postmasters,  32  assistant  postmasters,  41  clerks  in  post- 
offices,  10  railway  postal  clerks,  23  letter  carriers,  36  mail  Decrease  of  dep- 

-  o       , -I  .  .  ...  T    j_i  .    •        redations  on  tne 

carriers,  18  others  m  minor  positions,  and  the  remaining  mail. 
1,445  were  in  no  way  connected  with  the  postal  service.  Of 
the  latter  441  were  post-office  burglars.  There  were  1,010 
cases  disposed  of  in  the  United  States  courts,  resulting 
in  590  convictions,  and  616  cases  were  left  pending  in  the 
United  States  courts  on  July  1, 1898.  Other  criminals  were 
tried  in  the  State  courts,  and  48  cases  were  disposed  of, 
resulting  in  32  convictions  and  16  acquittals,  and  leaving 
26  cases  awaiting  trial  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  records  of  the  Department  show  that  during  the 
last  fiscal  year  3,601  post-offices  were  established,  an  in- 
crease of  2,000  over  the  year  1897 ;  1,046  offices  were  dis- 
continued, being  117  more  than  in  the  previous  year;  on 
June  30, 1898,  there  were  3,816  post-offices  of  the  Presi- 
dential class,  being  an  increase  of  54  over  last  year;  the  Postofflce  sta- 
number  of  fourth-class  post-offices  was  69,754,  an  increase 
in  this  class  of  2,494  offices;  the  total  number  of  post- 
offices  of  all  classes  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  was  73,570, 
an  increase  of  2,548  over  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  there  were  25,653  postmasters  appointed, 
of  which  number  2,157  were  appointed  to  offices  of  the 
Presidential  class.  These  appointments  were  classified  as 
foUows :  143  on  resignations,  39  on  deaths,  1,454  on  expira- 
tion of  commissions,  406  on  removals,  and  115  on  changes 
caused  by  offices  becoming  Presidential.  There  were  23,496 
appointments  of  fourth-class  postmasters,  divided  as  fol-  Appointments. 
lows :  8,200  on  resignations,  881  on  deaths,  8,400  on  remov- 
als at  the  end  of  four  years,  2,369  on  removals,  45  caused 
by  offices  being  reduced  from  Presidential  to  fourth  class, 
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and  3,601  on  establishment  of  new  offices.  The  number  of 
fourth-class  offices  advanced  to  the  Presidential  grade 
during  the  year  was  115,  while  45  Presidential  offices  showed 
such  a  falling  off  in  the  extent  of  business  as  to  make  it 
necessary  to  reduce  them  to  the  fourth  class. 

The  total  number  of  claims  of  postmasters  for  losses 
resulting  from  burglaries,  fire,  etc.,  considered  during  the 
year  is  1,167.  On  June  30, 1897,  380  cases  were  pendiog; 
1,147  have  been  filed  during  the  year,  leaving  360  cases 
pending  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.  The  amount  of  the 
losses  is  much  less  than  in  preceding  years.  The  total 
amount  of  the  claims  allowed  during  the  year  is  $78,099.21, 
while  in  1896  claims  amounting  to  $104,640.19,  and  in  1897 
to  $119,360.90,  were  allowed.  Of  the  amount  allowed  dur- 
ing the  year,  $12,889.08  is  for  postal  funds,  $52,898.52  for 
postage  stamps,  and  $12,311.61  for  money-order  funds. 
The  amount  of  $16,238.52  was  lost  by  fire,  $65,976.68  by 
burglary,  $3,588.03  in  transit  from  post-offices  to  the 
depositary  offices,  and  $2,295.98  was  lost  from  miscella- 
neous causes. 
During  the  year  an  arrangement  identical  with  the  pre- 
Arrangement  vious  onc  was  made  with  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 

ing    postage  Printing  for  furnishing  until  the  year  1902  all  the  postage 

stamps.  stamps  required  by  the  Department. 

POSTAGE    STAMPS    FOR    INTEKNAL-KEVBNUE    PTJEPOSBS. 

One  advantage  resulting  from  the  above-mentioned 
arrangement  was  the  opportunity  which  it  gave  the  Bureau 
of  Engraving  and  Printing  to  avoid  what  might  have 
otherwise  been  a  serious  public  embarrassment,  the  cir- 
cumstances being  as  follows : 

It  will  be  remembered  that  there  was  a  period  of  only 
seventeen  days  from  the  passage  of  the  war-revenue  act 
until  most  of  its  provisions  went  into  effect,  the  measure 
being  approved  on  the  13th  of  June,  1898,  and  the  taxes 
imposed  by  it  being  collectible  on  and  after  the  1st  of  July 
following.    This  time  was  too  short  to  enable  the  Treasury 
Treasury  De-  Department  to  make  and  distribute  the  necessary  supply 
sisted™""        of  internal-revenue  stamps  which  the  law  required.    Appli- 
cation was  therefore  made  to  me  to  allow  the  use  of  postage 
stamps  for  internal-revenue  purposes — principally  of  the  1 
and  2  cent  denominations — bearing  the  letters  "I.  E."  to 
distinguish  them  from  stamps  good  only  for  postage. 
Large  number     As  the  stook  of  postage  Stamps  on  hand  at  the  time  was 
stlmps'used  fo?  quitc  large,  making  it  altogether  certain  that  the  use  of 
pl^oaes?^™"^  such  as  Were  required  for  other  than  postage  purposes 
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would  result  in  no  embarrassment  to  the  postal  service,  I 
readily  gave  the  permission  asked,  and  accordingly  large 
numbers  of  the  stamps  were  distributed  at  once.  Over 
125,000,000  postage  stamps  were  issued  in  this  way. 

LOSSES   OF   REGISTERED   MAIL. 

The  total  number  of  pieces  of  registered  mail  handled 
by  the  Post-Office  Department  during  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1898,  is  estimated  at  15,600,220.  Out  of  this 
enormous  amount  of  mail  matter  there  grew  but  6,446 
complaints  of  loss.  In  3,176  of  these  cases  it  was  discov- 
ered that  no  actual  loss  had  been  suffered,  and  in  1,425  the 
full  amount  of  loss  alleged  was  recovered,  leaving  only  604 
cases  in  which  actual  loss  was  sustained,  or  only  one  loss 
for  every  24,608  pieces  of  registered  mail  handled,  which    Marked  de- 

,.,,-,  '  ,  crease  in  losses. 

shows  a  marked  decrease  m  actual  loss  as  compared  with 
the  previous  fiscal  year,  the  record  of  that  year  showing 
one  loss  for  every  22,840  pieces  of  registered  mail  handled. 

LOSSES   OF   OEDINABT  MAIL. 

Complaints  affecting  ordinary  mail  were  received  by  the 
Department  to  the  number  of  71,518,  an  increase  of  4,740 
over  those  received  during  the  previous  year.  These  com- 
plaints are  investigated  promptly  and  disposed  of  as 
rapidly  as  the  number  of  inspectors  available  for  that 
purpose  will  permit.  During  the  year  the  sum  of  $22,471, 
being  money  recovered  from  thieves  or  found  loose  in  the 
mails,  was  returned  to  the  rightful  owners.  The  total 
amount  of  money  collected  by  inspectors  during  the  fiscal 
year  was  $267,910,  which  represents  collections  of  balances 
due  from  postmasters,  penalties  for  violating  postal  laws 
and  regulations,  amounts  recovered  for  fraudulent  use  of 
the  mails,  etc. 

SPECIAL  WORK   OF   THE  INSPECTOR  FORCE. 

The  usual  work  of  the  inspector  force  was  necessarily 
largely  increased  by  reason  of  the  recent  war  with  Spain,  and 
a  number  of  inspectors  were  detailed  to  the  special  duty  of 
investigating  losses  in  soldiers'  mail.  Mail  matter  of  this 
class  was  more  exposed  to  depredation  than  that  which 
passed  only  through  the  hands  of  regular  postal  officials. 
Notwithstanding  the  care  exercised,  a  number  of  depreda- 
tions were  committed,  but  I  am  gratified  to  state  that  in 
many  cases  the  guilty  persons  were  apprehended.  The  dis- 
tribution of  the  soldiers'  mail  was  supervised  by  several  of 
the  most  experienced  inspectors,  who  were  detailed  to  take 
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osifoffices'**"^^  charge  of  military  stations  and  post-ofBces,  notably  those 
at  Ohickamauga  Park,  Camp  Black,  Montauk,  and  Port 
Tampa.  These  inspectors,  cooperating  with  the  officials 
detailed  from  other  bureaus  of  the  Department,  aided 
greatly  in  relieving  the  congested  condition  of  the  mails 
at  military  camps  and  in  establishing  and  conducting  a 
reasonably  satisfactory  service. 

IN  ALASKA. 

With  the  discovery  of  gold  in  the  Yukon  region  and  the 
consequent  growth  of  population  in  southern  Alaska,  as 
well  as  the  settlement  of  a  large  number  of  towns  in  other 
sections  of  that  Territory,  the  existing  postal  service  proved 
entirely  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  settlers.  Two 
inspectors  were  directed  to  jtroceed  to  Alaska  to  investi- 
gate thecondition  of  affairs  and  to  make  recommendations 
for  the  betterment  of  the  service.  Owing  to  the  long  dis- 
tances to  be  traversed  in  reaching  the  Territory  and  the 
time  which  would  be  consumed  in  communicating  with  the 
Department,  these  inspectors  were  furnished  with  blanks 
for  the  appointment  and  bonding  of  postmasters  and  the 
letting  of  contracts  for  carrying  the  mails.  They  were  also 
TLe  service  empowered  by  the  Department  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
proved.  mcut  of  neccssary  clerks  in  post-offices  where  additional 

service  was  required.  Post-offices  were  established  by  them 
down  the  Yukon  Eiver  from  the  Canadian  border  to  the 
Bering  Sea.  Large  remittances  of  delayed  money-order 
funds  were  collected,  and  through  their  efforts  delayed  mails 
were  promptly  forwarded  in  many  instances  where  the  con- 
tractor was  unable  to  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
The  work  performed  by  these  inspectors  has  resulted  in  a 
very  great  improvement  in  our  Alaskan  mail  service. 

FRAUDULENT  BUSINESS  IN  THE  MAILS.* 

The  efforts  of  the  Department  have  been  constantly 
directed,  as  heretofore,  to  the  suppression  of  enterprises 
intended  to  obtain  money  or  property  by  means  of  false  and 
fraudulent  pretenses,  representations,  or  promises.  The 
suppression  of  this  class  of  business  is  not  only  enjoined 
thf  maiis°contiu'  ^y  ^^^'  ^^^  ^^  nccessary  for  the  protection  of  the  public 
ued  with  success,  against  shrcwd  and  cunningly  devised  schemes  to  defraud; 
and  in  nearly  all  cases  the  efforts  of  the  operators  of  these 
enterprises  are  directed  towards  those  who  are  seeking 
opportunities  to  improve  their  financial  condition  and  are 
unable  to  bear  the  losses  involved  in  these  transactions. 
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The  results  of  this  work  have  been  very  satisfactory, 
and  prompt  action  in  important  cases  and  successful  prose- 
cutions have  resulted  in  greatly  purifying  the  mails;  so 
much  so  that  I  think  it  is  safe  to  state  that  there  is  less 
fraudulent  business  •onducted  through  the  medium  of  the 
United  States  mails  than  ever  before. 

LEGISLATION  NEEDED. 

The  following  recommendations  for  changes  in  existing 
laws,  some  of  which  have  heretofore  been  made,  are  sub- 
mitted : 

That  an  amendment  be  enacted  making  the  depredations 
of  railway  postal  clerks  a  continuous  offense,  as  it  has  fre- 
quently happened  that  railway  postal  clerks  who  have  been  of?ISwfy  ™sSd 
arrested  for  violations  of  the  postal  laws  have  escaped  pun-  "^^^^  should  be 

^  ^        ^  made  a  contmn- 

ishment  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  railway  lines  on  ous  offense, 
which  they  were  employed  were  embraced  in  two  different 
judicial  districts,  which  sometimes  renders  it  impossible  to 
locate  the  venue. 

That  a  severer  penalty  be  provided  for  employees  of  the 
service  who  may  be  found  guilty  of  embezzling  or  destroy- 
ing newspaper  mail. 

That  more  stringent  statutes  be  enacted  covering  "green 
goods"  and  obscene  matter,  and  in  this  connection  that 
section  334,  Postal  Laws  and  Eegulations  of  1893  (Eev. 
Stat.,  sec.  5480),  relating  to  "green  goods"  and  schemes  to    "Greengoods" 

//  o  o  <j  2^^  shoTild  be 

defraud  be  amended,  making  these  offenses  continuous,  as  amended, 
is  now  the  law  concerning  lottery  cases  under  section  331, 
Postal  Laws  and  Eegulations,  the  purpose  being  to  avoid 
obstructions  to  and  miscarriage  of  justice  incident  to  trials 
in  some  large  cities  where  criminals  may  have  friends  and 
sympathizers. 

That  the  use  of  postage  stamps  as  currency  be  taken  up 
and  considered,  with  the  view  of  effecting  some  legislation  ^^se  of  postage 

'  o  o  stamps  as  cur- 

which,  if  it  would  not  entirely  do  away  with  stamps  as  arenoy  depre- 

Gated. 

medium  of  exchange,  may  at  least  curtail  their  use  in  this 
manner. 

That  an  appropriation  be  made  for  purchasing  a  new 
outfit  of  telltale  locks  for  use  in  mailing  registered  matter. 

That  the  law  establishing  the  special-delivery  system  be 
so  amended  as  to  remove  the  present  restriction  which  pro-    Amendment  s 

to  act  establish- 

hlbits  postmasters  of  the  first  and  second  classes  from  pay- ing  special  deiiv- 
ing  for  the  special  delivery  of  letters  by  salaried  postal  gestir  "^  '"^" 
ofQcials,  thus  permitting  them  to  make  use  of  such  em- 
ployees whenever  it  can  be  advantageously  done  and  with- 
out detriment  to  other  work,  which  sometimes  is  the  case, 
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and  to  authorize  the  Department  to  allow  car  fare  to  special- 
delivery  messengers  in  the  great  cities  during  hours  when ' 
there  is  no  mail-messenger  service  between  the  post-ofBce 
and  its  stations,  and  when  extraordinary  distances  have  to 
be  traveled  by  messengers  in  making  deliveries. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  beg  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
courtesy  and  intelligence  of  my  assistants  and  of  all  the  offi- 
cers and  clerks  of  the  Department,  who,  in  a  time  of  excep- 
tional activity  and  demands,  have  devoted  themselves  to 
their  work  with  uniform  fidelity  and  efficiency,  and  I  may 
add  that  the  standard  of  the  general  service  has  been 
successfully  maintained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Charles  Emory  Smith, 

Postmaster-  General. 


A.PFENDIX. 


THE  ACT  ATJTHOKIZING  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  POST-OFFICES  AT  MILITAEY  POSTS 
OE  CAMPS— PRESEDEITT'S  OEDEK  AUTHOEIZING  THE  EXTENSION  OF  THE  MILI- 
TAEY POSTAL  SEEVICE  OVEE  TEEEITOET  IN  POSSESSION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
AEMY— DETAILED  STATEMENT  OF  THE  PLAN  FOE  HANDLING  THE  MAILS  IN 
CONNECTION  WITH  THE  MILITARY  POST-OFFICES— ITEMIZED  STATEMENT  OF 
EXFENDITUEES  UNDEE  THE  ACT. 

[Public— No.  122.] 
AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  estahlishment  of  post-offices  at  military  posts  or  camps. 

Be  it  enacted  iy  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepresentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  during  the  continuance  of  the  existing  war  the  Postmaster- 
General  may,  in  his  discretion,  establish  a  temporary  post-office  at  any  military  post 
or  camp  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  officers  and  troops  there  encamped  with 
mails,  the  location  of  which  post-office  may  at  any  time  be  changed  to  any  other  post 
or  camp.  On  the  establishment  of  such  post-office  he  shall  cooperate  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  or  officer  commanding  such  post  or  camp  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  detail  of  an  officer  of  the  Regular  or  Volunteer  Army  of  suitable  rank  to  act  as 
postmaster,  who  shall,  when  the  exigency  will  permit,  execute  a  bond  to  the  United 
States  as  such,  and  of  a  sufficient  number  of  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates 
to  act  as  clerks  in  said  post-office,  who  shall  serve  as  such  without  additional  salary, 
pay,  or  compensation  other  than  that  attaching  to  their  rank  and  position  in  the 
Army.  Each  of  said  persons  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
take  the  oath  prescribed  for  persons  employed  in  the  postal  service.  In  any  case 
where  it  is  deemed  impracticable  by  the  military  authorities  to  detail  persons  from 
the  Army  to  act  as  postmaster  or  clerks  the  Postmaster-General  is  authorized  to 
appoint  a  civilian  as  postmaster,  and  also  to  make  a,  special  order  allowing  to  him 
reasonable  compensation  for  clerical  services  and  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  of 
said  office,  as  well  as  a  proportionate  increase  of  salary  to  the  postmaster  during  the 
period  of  such  extraordinary  business  as  may  attach  to  his  office,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  section  thirty-eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  Revised  Statutes,  payable  out 
of  the  appropriations  for  the  postal  service.  He  may  also  provide  for  the  issue  and 
payment  of  money  orders  at  any  post-office  established  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  after  the  postmaster  shall  have  given  bond  as  required  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Postmaster-General  shall  supply  to  post-offices  referred  to  in  the 
preceding  section  all  necessary  postage  stamps,  stamped  envelopes,  postal  cards, 
and  other  supplies  of  whatever  description.  He  may  also  prescribe  regulations  for 
the  conduct  of  the  business  at  such  post-offices  in  conformity,  so  far  as  the  same  may 
be  applicable,  to  the  regulations  relating  to  the  ordinary  postal  service. 

Sec.  3.  That  in  any  case  where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Postmaster-General,  any 
military  post  or  camp  can  be  better  and  more  economically  supplied  by  a  branch 
post-office,  he  may,  without  reference  to  its  distance  from  the  main  office,  establish 
the  same,  and  meet  the  expenses  thereof  by  special  order,  as  in  the  case  of  post- 
offices  referred  to  in  the  preceding  section. 

Approved,  June  6,  1898. 
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Letter  from  Postmaster-General  to  Secretary  of  War,  Suggesting  Plan 
FOR  Operating  Military  Post-Offices. 

Office  of  the  Postmaster-General, 

Waaliington,  D.  C,  June  S5, 1898. 

Sir  :  With  the  movement  of  troops  and  the  establishment  of  camps  or  places  of 
rendezvous  in  the  existing  vrar,  the  Post-Offlce  Department  made  such  immediate 
arrangements  for  the  postal  service  in  connection  therewith  as  the  exigencies 
required  and  permitted. 

As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  opening  of  hostilities,  Congress  was  asked  by  this 
Department  to  pass  an  act  making  such  special  provision  and  conferring  such 
authority  as  the  emergency  demanded,  and  Congress  accordingly  passed  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  post-offices  at  military  posts  or 
camps,''  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith. 

Pursuant  to  this  act,  I  beg  to  invite  your  cooperation  in  the  establishment  of  a 
more  complete  system  for  the  military  mail  service,  and  suggest  the  following  general 
plan: 

1.  The  Postmaster-General  shall  establish  a  post-oflfice  or  branch  post-office  at 
every  military  post  or  camp  which  has  been  or  may  be  created  during  the  existing 
war. 

2.  Such  post-office  or  branch  post-office  shall  be  under  the  immediate  charge  and 
direction  of  an  official  of  the  postal  service,  detailed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Post- 
master-General, and  who  shall  be  designated  aa  "postal  superintendent  in  charge." 

3.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  provide  for  the  designation  of  an  officer  of  the 
Regular  or  Volunteer  Army  attached  to  the  general  headquarters  of  the  camp,  who 
shall  represent  the  military  organization  in  its  relations  to  the  postal  service  and 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  the  postal  superintendent  in  charge  advised  of  the 
movement  of  troops  to  and  from  the  camp. 

4.  The  regimental  mail  service  shall  be  in  charge  of  the  adjutants  of  regiments, 
who  shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  collection  and  distribution  of  the  mail  within 
the  several  companies.  Such  detail  of  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  shall 
be  made  as  may  be  necessary  for  this  purpose.  Such  persons,  before  entering  upon 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  shall  take  the  oath  prescribed  for  persons  employed 
in  the  postal  service,  and  shall  serve  without  additional  salary,  pay,  or  compensa- 
tion other  than  that  attaching  to  their  rank  and  position  in  the  Army. 

5.  The  Post-Office  Department  will  arrange  to  separate  incoming  army  mail  by 
headquarters,  by  regiments,  and  so  far  as  possible  by  companies,  and  deliver  such 
mail  properly  sacked  or  pouched  at  such  point  as  shall  be  most  convenient  for  its 
transfer  to  the  military  detail,  where,  under  the  direction  of  the  War  Department,  it 
shall  be  received  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  and  through  that  department 
delivered  to  the  respective  general  and  regimental  headquarters. 

6.  The  Quartermaster's  Department  shall  also  collect  from  the  general  and  regi- 
mental headquarters  outgoing  mall,  to  be  in  turn  delivered  to  the  employees  of  the 
Post-Office  Department  at  the  point  of  departure. 

7.  The  Post-Office  Department  will  detail  for  each  camp  an  expert  money-order 
clerk,  who  will  give  requisite  bonds,  and  be  fully  supplied  from  time  to  time  with 
postage  stamps,  stamped  envelopes,  postal  cards,  and  other  supplies  and  blanks  of 
whatever  description.  Applications  for  money  orders  within  the  regiments  could 
be  made  out  and,  with  the  money  accompanying,  could  be  grouped  and  sent  by  a 
properly  authorized  person  to  the  money-order  clerk  at  headquarters,  who  would 
issue  regular  money  orders  therefor  and  return  them  through  the  same  channels. 

8.  For  the  more  complete  efficiency  of  this  system  the  Postmaster-General  will, 
whenever  necessary,  designate  a  post-office  inspector  or  an  officer  or  employee  of  the 
Railway  Mail  Service  to  be  associated  with  the  postal  superintendent  in  charge  at 
any  camp  to  aid  in  the  installation  or  operation  of  the  military  mail  service. 
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9.  Whenever  any  military  expedition  shall  be  made,  the  Poatmaster-General  will 
detail  a  sufficient  force  of  trained  employees  of  the  postal  service  to  accompany  it 
and  organize  the  same  system  of  military  mail  service  at  any  camp  that  may  be 
established. 

Under  the  system  thus  outlined,  the  Post-Offlce  Department  would  keep  the  super- 
vision and  management  of  the  mails;  the  Quartermaster's  Department  would  under- 
take their  transportation  within  the  camp  to  and  from  the  point  of  departure  and 
arrival,  and  the  adjutants  would  be  responsible  for  the  regimental  and  company 
collection  and  distribution. 

If  this  plan  meets  your  approval,  I  beg  to  ask  that  you  will  issue  the  necessary 

orders  for  its  full  and  effective  operation  so  far  as  it  depends  on  the  War  Department 

and  the  military  organization. 

Very  respectfully,  Ch.  Emory  Smith, 

Po8tm,a$ter-General. 
The  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  the  President,  dated  July  21,  1898,  Authorizing  the  Extension 
OF  THE  Military  Postal  Service  over  Territory  in  Possession  of  the 
United  States  Akmt. 

In  view  of  the  occupation  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  ordered  that  postal  communication  between  the  United  States  and  that  port, 
which  has  been  suspended  since  the  opening  of  hostilities  with  Spain,  may  be  resumed, 
subject  to  such  military  regulations  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

As  other  portions  of  the  enemy's  territory  come  into  the  possession  of  the  laud 
and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  postal  communication  may  be  opened  under 
the  same  conditions. 

The  domestic  postal  service  within  the  territory  thus  occupied  may  be  continued 
on  the  same  principles  already  indicated  for  the  continuance  of  the  local  municipal 
and  judicial  administration,  and  it  may  be  extended  as  the  local  requirements  may 
justify  under  the  supervision  of  the  military  commander. 

The  revenues  derived  from  such  service  are  to  be  applied  to  the  expenses  of  con- 
ducting it,  and  United  States  postage  stamps  are  therefore  to  be  used. 

The  Postmaster-General  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  military  commander,  to  whom  the  Secretary  of  War  will  issue  the 
necessary  directions. 

William  McKinley. 

July  21,  1898. 


Expenditures  authorized  from  the  appropriation  for  the  military  postal  service  for  the 
months  of  July,  August,  September,  October,  and  November,  1898. 


July. 


August. 


September. 


October. 


November. 


Total. 


Salaries  of  railway-mail  clerks- 
Salaries  of  post-office  clerks 

Expenses  of  railway-mall  and 

post-of&ce  clerks 

Expenditures  for  miscellaneous 

items 

Total 


Ab.  98- 


-100 


R  682. 54 
3, 481. 29 

1,  049.  90 

2, 172. 64 


9, 386.  37 


$3, 989.  08 
5,  517. 22 

1,429.29 

923. 19 


11,  858. 78 


$3, 915. 36 
8, 428. 65 


291. 75 
1,  658. 42 


14,  294. 18 


$3,  639. 06 
7, 653. 79 


2, 929. 30 
3,  899.  83 


18, 121. 98 


$3,  065. 34 
6, 528. 74 


1,947.05 
1,  297.  23 


$17,  291. 38 
31, 619. 69 


7,  647.  29 
9,  951. 31 


12,  848. 36     66,  509. 67 
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EEPOET  OF   THE  COMMITTEE   TO   INVESTIGATE  POSTAL 
SBEVIGE  IN  POETO  EIOO. 

order  appointing  committee. 

Office  of  the  Postmaster-General, 

Washington,  D.  0.,  August  37,  1898. 
Order  No.  368.] 

Maj.  James  B.  Stuart,  of  the  inspectors'  division;  Charles  P.  Trotter, 
of  the  salary  and  allowance  division;  John  M.  Masten,  of  the  Eailway 
Mail  Service;  and  William  M.  Mooney,  of  the  finance  division,  are 
hereby  detailed  as  a  committee  to  proceed  to  Porto  Eico,  and  investi- 
gate and  report  upon  the  conditions,  operations,  and  requirements  of 
the  postal  service  on  that  island.  Major  Stuart  will  act  as  chairman 
of  the  committee,  and  M.  A.  Macdonald,  of  the  contract  division,  is 
hereby  designated  to  accompany  the  committee  as  clerk.  Instructions 
defining  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  committee  will  be  issued 
hereafter. 

Ch.  Emory  Smith, 

Postmaster-  General. 


letter  of  instructions  to  committee. 

August  27, 1898. 

Sirs:  Tou  have  been  severally  detailed,  by  Order  No.  368  of  this 
date,  as  a  committee  to  proceed  to  Porto  Eico,  for  the  purpose  of  examin- 
ing into  and  reporting  upon  the  conditions,  operations,  and  require- 
ments of  the  postal  service  of  that  island. 

You  have  been  chosen  from  the  various  branches  of  the  service  in 
order  that  all  may  be  represented,  and  that  the  inquiry  may  be  made 
complete  and  comprehensive. 

You  will  examine  fully  into  the  postal  service  of  Porto  Eico,  both  as 
it  has  been  and  still  may  be  conducted  under  the  Spanish  system,  and 
as  it  has  been  modified  in  those  portions  of  the  island  within  the  occu- 
pation of  the  American  forces.  You  will  inquire  into  the  extent  and 
efficiency  with  which  it  is  still  operated,  into  the  administration  of  the 
post-offlces,  the  collection  and  delivery  of  the  mail,  the  money-order 
and  registration  systems,  the  carrier  and  transportation  methods,  the 
number,  efficiency,  and  pay  of  the  employees  in  the  various  branches, 
and  all  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  service.  The  inquiry  will  include 
J586 
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an  investigation  into  the  sources  and  amount  of  the  revenue  and  its 
relations  to  the  expenditures. 

You  will  examine  especially  into  the  measures  which  may  be  necessary 
in  making  the  existing  service  conform  as  far  as  practicable  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  which  govern  the  postal  service  in  the  United  States. 

In  the  prosecution  of  your  inquiry  you  may  find  tliat  the  existing 
service  can  be  improved  by  immediate  steps  which  are  practicable  and 
warranted  under  the  law.  In  that  case  you  are  authorized  to  direct 
that  the  action  which  you  may  deem  expedient  shall  be  taken,  and  the 
direction  will  be  executed  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Robinson,  who  is  the  postal 
superintendent  in  charge  in  Porto  Eico,  and  who  is  to  be  recognized  and 
conferred  with  as  such.    Any  such  action  will  be  promptly  reported. 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  our  postal  service  is  established  in 
Porto  Rico  only  by  virtue  of  military  occupation,  is  subject  to  military 
regulation,  and  is  extended  only  as  additional  territory  comes  into  pos- 
session of  our  military  forces.  It  is  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  June  6,  1898,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  establish- 
ment of  post-offices  at  military  posts  or  camps,"  and  by  the  order  of  the 
President  dated  July  21,  copies  of  which  accompany  these  instructions. 

While  the  post-oflflceo  or  stations  created  under  the  authority  of  the 
Department  are  established  primarily  to  handle  the  mails  to  and  from 
the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  they  will  also  carry  on 
the  general  postal  service  of  the  communities  in  which  they  are  located. 
As  the  American  occupation  advances  this  service  will  be  extended. 
In  those  portions  of  the  island  not  yet  in  the  possession  of  the  Ameri- 
can forces  the  service  presumably  continues  as  heretofore,  and  it  is 
expected  that  all  legitimate  means  wiU  be  employed  to  facilitate 
intercommunication. 

Major  Stuart  is  designated  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  all 
ofQcial  communications  will  come  through  him.    The  committee  will 
report  from  time  to  time  as  may  be  necessary  and  will  present  a  com- 
plete report  on  the  conclusion  of  its  labors. 
Yery  respectfully. 

Oh.  Emory  Smith, 

Maj.  James  E.  Stuart,  Postmaster- General. 

Mr.  Charles  F.  Trotter, 

Mr.  John  M.  Masten, 

Mr.  William  M.  Mooney. 


INSTRTJCTIONS    to    superintendent    op    service    in    PORTO    RICO. 

Office  of  the  Postmaster-General, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  30,  1898. 

SiE :  Herewith  inclosed  I  hand  you  copy  of  the  order  of  the  Post- 
master-General and  accompanying  instructions,  recently  issued,  desig- 
nating a  committee  of  Post-Office  Department  ofQcials  who  will  proceed 
at  once  to  Porto  Rico. 

In  these  instructions  you  will  notice  that  the  committee  will  confer 
with  you  as  superintendent  of  the  military  stations  in  Porto  Rico.  If 
you  find  it  necessary  to  temporarily  absent  yourself  from  station  No.  1, 
you  are  authorized  to  leave  it  in  charge  of  an  assistant  and  to  visit 
San  Juan  and  other  stations,  spending  what  time  may  be  necessary,  in 
your  judgment,  at  each  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  satisfactorily  organ- 
izing the  postal  service  of  the  island. 
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You  will  accept  instructions  from  Major  Stuart,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  so  long  as  the  committee  remains  upon  the  island,  reporting 
as  heretofore  direct  to  the  Department. 

If  you  deem  it  essential  to  the  best  interests  of  the  postal  service  to 
make  your  headquarters  at  San  Juan,  you  will  so  advise  the  Depart- 
ment, giving  reasons. 

You  will  advise  with  the  committee  in  reference  to  the  necessary 
expenses  incurred  in  carrying  out  these  instructions. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Pbekt  S.  Heath, 
Mr.  H.  M.  EOBINSON,  ^^^*'*^  Postmaster-Oeneral. 

Superintendent  Military  Station  No.  1,  Porto  Bico. 


order  appointing  additional,  member  op  committee. 

Office  op  the  Postmaster-General, 

Washington,  D.  G.,  September  8, 1898. 
Order  No.  381.] 

Ordered,  Mr,  D.  H.  Fenton,  of  the  office  of  the  Auditor  for  the  Post- 
Office  Department,  is  hereby  appointed  a  member  of  the  committee  to 
investigate  the  postal  service  in  Porto  Eico.  Order  No.  368,  of  August 
27, 1898,  is  modified  accordingly.  p^.^^^^  S    jj^^^^^ 

Acting  Postmaster- General. 


report  of  the  committee. 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  11, 1898. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  August  27,  1898,  No.  368, 
the  committee  appointed  by  you  therein,  consisting  of  Maj,  James 
B.  Stuart  (chairman),  Charles  F.  Trotter,  John  M.  Masten,  William 
M,  Mooney,  with  M.  A.  Macdonald  as  secretary,  and  D.  H.  Fenton, 
an  additional  member  of  the  committee  appointed  by  your  order  of 
August  30, 1898,  has  visited  Porto  Eico,  and  has  made  an  exhaustive 
inquiry  into  the  postal  service  of  that  island,  both  as  it  was  conducted 
under  the  Spanish  system  and  as  it  has  been  performed  during  the 
occupation  of  the  island  by  the  American  forces  and  as  it  is  now  being 
performed,  the  entire  island  being  in  the  possession  of  the  United 
States  authorities,  and  has  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
the  following  report,  together  with  such  recommendations  as  it  has 
deemed  proper  to  make : 

The  committee  sailed  from  New  York  August  31,  1898,  on  the  trans- 
port Seneca,  and  after  an  uneventful  voyage  arrived  at  San  Juan  on 
the  morning  of  September  6, 1898.  After  landing,  a  visit  was  made 
to  the  postal  authorities  in  San  Juan,  the  capital  of  the  island,  and  an 
interview  was  had  with  the  administrador  general  de  correos,  Don 
Jos6  Octaviano  de  Herrera,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  mail  and  tele- 
graph service  of  the  island,  who  received  the  committee  with  all  pos- 
sible courtesy  and  volunteered  to  furnish  to  the  committee,  and  through 
it  to  the  Department,  all  the  information  desired,  which,  we  are  pleased 
to  state,  was  done  under  his  direction,  and  the  information  thus  obtained 
is  embodied  in  this  report. 
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We  find  that  the  mail  service  and  the  telegraph  service  were  under 
the  supervision  of  the  same  officials,  the  two  services  having  been  con- 
solidated in  1886,  for  the  purpose,  it  is  understood,  of  reducing  expenses. 

At  the  capital,  San  Juan,  were  the  principal  offices  of  the  service,  and 
the  officials  charged  with  its  general  administration  consisted,  first, 
of  an  inspector-general  of  telegraphs  and  administrator-general,  the 
two  offices  being  combined  in  one  person,  and  second,  an  interventor- 
geueral. 

The  duty  of  the  first-named  officer  was  the  general  supervision  of 
the  service  in  all  its  branches,  while  the  duties  of  the  second  were  that 
of  a  general  executive  officer. 

The  duties  of  the  administration  were  divided  among  four  bureaus, 
termed  "  negociados,"  each  under  the  charge  of  a  designated  official. 

To  the  first  bureau  was  delegated  matters  relative  to  the  hiring 
and  discharge  of  employees,  transfers,  regulations  governing  promo- 
tions, punishment  for  insubordination  or  improper  conduct  among  the 
employees,  and  estimates  of  expenses;  also  matters  relative  to  con- 
struction and  official  and  private  telephones,  the  school  of  apprentices 
and  examinations  for  entrance  into  the  service,  as  well  as  the  custody 
of  the  archives  of  the  bureau. 

To  the  second  bureau  were  delegated  matters  relating  to  service, 
inspection  of  telegraph  lines  and  stations,  general  and  partial  repairs, 
sketches  of  stations,  statistics  and  relations  with  the  railroad  company, 
matters  relating  to  the  transmission  of  telegrams,  discontinuance  and 
changes  of  the  service,  claims  for  compensation  for  extraordinary 
service,  remedies  for  defects  in  the  service,  telegraphic  franchises, 
catalogues  of  stations  and  post-offices,  postal  telegraphic  conventions 
(domestic  and  international),  consideration  of  claims  for  losses  in  the 
nails,  contracts  for  the  carrying  of  land  and  maritime  mails,  disci- 
plining of  carriers  on  postal  lines  served  by  contractors,  daily  reports 
and  establishment  of  postal- service  schedules  for  land  and  maritime 
routes,  extraordinary  service  caused  by  the  obstruction  of  roads,  the 
use  of  the  mail  service  for  smuggling  purposes,  the  use  of  stamps 
already  canceled,  the  compilation  of  the  annual  report,  and  the  custody 
of  the  archives  of  the  bureau. 

The  matters  delegated  to  the  third  bureau  were  the  planning  and 
construction  of  new  lines  and  branches,  the  planning  and  establish- 
ment of  new  stations,  examination  and  purchase  of  office  and  line 
material,  the  distribution  and  the  record  of  the  same;  the  purchase 
and  distribution  of  printed  matter  of  all  kinds,  renting  of  local  offices 
and  allowances  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  advertisements  for  land 
and  maritime  telegraph  lines,  advertisements  for  the  purchase  of  mate- 
rials of  all  kinds,  the  care  and  preservation  of  material  of  the  admin- 
istration, office  and  line  material  contained  in  the  storehouses  of  the 
general  administration,  assembling  and  distribution  of  apparatus 
intended  for  the  stations  and  of  all  matters  which  were  intimately 
connected  with  the  telegraphic  and  telephonic  systems,  repair  of  mail 
equipments,  the  keeping  of  a  current  account  with  the  Auditor's  office 
of  such  expenses  as  occurred  in  the  warehouses,  the  inspection  of 
electrical  installations,  and  the  custody  of  the  archives  of  the  bureau. 

Matters  which  were  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  fourth  bureau  were 
those  relating  to  the  auditing  of  accounts  generally  and  to  those  of  a 
disbursing  officer.    This  bureau  also  had  custody  of  its  archives. 
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The  annual  salary  account  of  the  general  administration  was  as 
follows : 

Administrator-general $2, 500 

Interventor-general 2,000 

Cliief  of  bureau  (personal) 1, 500 

OflScial  in  charge  of  international  business 1, 500 

Chief  of  bureau  (service) 1, 250 

Chief  of  workshop 1, 250 

Chief  of  bureau  (accounts) 1, 000 

Chief  of  bureau  (equipments) 750 

Three  clerks,  at  $360 1, 080 

Janitor...: 300 

Messenger 200 

Total 13,330 

All  of  the  officials  and  clerks  of  the  service,  both  mail  and  telegraphic, 
were  included  in  a  service  corresponding  to  the  classified  civil  service 
of  our  Government,  and  vacancies  in  the  higher- salaried  places  of  the 
service  were  filled  by  promotions  from  the  lower  grades  on  the  basis  of 
length  of  service  and  efficiency.  In  this  matter  the  committee  has  not 
deemed  it  necessary,  nor  considered  that  it  was  contemplated  in  your 
instructions,  to  examine  closely  into  this  matter  of  promotions,  but 
deems  it  sufficient  to  say  that  the  officials  were  divided  into  various 
numbered  classes. 

In  all  there  were  ninety-one  post-offices  in  operation  under  the 
Spanish  Government  prior  to  the  occupation  of  the  island  by  the 
American  forces,  and  the  salaries  of  the  postmasters  ranged  from  $75 
per  annum  to  $1,750  per  annum,  which  latter  amount  was  paid  to  the 
postmasters  at  San  Juan,  Ponce,  and  Mayagiiez.  At  the  larger  offices 
clerks  were  employed  at  salaries  ranging  from  $180  to  $1,500  per 
annum. 

A  statement  is  made  below  as  to  the  postal  receipts  of  each  office  on 
the  island  from  January  1  to  December  31, 1897,  in  which  is  also  given 
the  salary  of  each  postmaster  and  clerk,  and  the  rent  paid  for  quar- 
ters leased  by  the  general  administration  for  the  use  of  local  post- 
offices.  The  sums  stated  in  this  report  are  in  Porto  Eican  money, 
unless  otherwise  expressly  stated. 


Office. 


Postal  receipts. 


Island.   I    Cuba. 


Spain. 


Interna- 
tional. 


Expenditures. 


Salaries. 


Postmas- 
ters, a 


Clerks,  a 


Rent. 


Adjuntas 

Aguadilla 

Aguas-Buenas . 

Aibonito 

Aguada 

Aldea  Saenz . .  - 

Afiasco 

Arecibo 

Arroyo 

Barceloneta 

Barrauquitas . . 

Barros 

Bayajn6n 

CaboEojo 

Cftguas...^ 

Camay 

Candvanas  — 

Carolina 

Cata&o 


$103.  56 

$6.56 

,  232. 63 

36.36 

311. 42 

6.04 

244.  80 

16.45 

59.76 

1.00 

17.39 

.60 

231. 12 

9.60 

,  772. 24 

132.  51 

464.  86 

11.72 

183.  87 

6.20 

82.00 

6.04 

175.  90 

2.40 

340.  21 

27.10 

357.90 

13.45 

865.30 

16.20 

323.  52 

3.20 

73.16 

3.44 

159.73 

4.91 

16.40 

$73.  20 

208.  80 

20.74 

79.74 

6.12 

8.66 

43.92 

1,234.64 

55.00 

8.99 

7.26 

63.84 

83.35 

106. 11 

174. 58 

25.14 

10.26 

132. 20 

3.60 


$27. 06 

346.  60 

6.86 

17.18 

4.08 

2.00 

13.66 

576. 96 

52.39 

10.04 

2,48 

8.28 

52.37 

32.12 

124. 48 

73.48 

5.85 

10.69 

3.20 


$210. 38 

1, 824.  39 

344.  06 

358. 17 

70.96 

23.65 

298. 30 

5, 716. 35 

583.97 

209. 10 

97.78 

245.42 

503. 03 

509.  58 

1, 180.  56 

425.  34 

92.72 

307.  53 

23.20 


$500. 
1, 250. 

500. 

750. 

110. 
75. 

500. 
1,  250. 
1, 000. 

500. 

500. 

500. 

750. 

500. 
1,000 
1,  000. 

500, 

500, 
75, 


$180. 00 

1, 930.  00 
180.  00 
180.  00 

$300. 00 
240.00 

180.  00 

1,930.00 
930.  00 

168. 00 

180  00 

180.  00 

180.  00 
180.  00 

300. 00 

1, 430. 00 
180.00 

(a) 
240.00 

180.  00 

240.00 

a  Performs  both  telegraphic  and  postal  duties. 


h  GrOTernment  building. 
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Office. 


Postal  receipts. 


Cuba. 


Spain. 


Interna- 
tional. 


Total. 


Expenditures. 


Salaries. 


^Pf'ff    Clerks.a 
ters. a 


Eent. 


Cayey  

Ceiba 

Cialitos 

Cidra 

Ciales 

Coamo 

Comerio 

Corozal 

Coto  del  Laurel 

Culebra 

Culebrita 

Dorado 

Fajardo 

Florida 

Grilianica 

Guaragnao 

Guayama 

Guaynabo 

Gurabo 

Gnayanilla 

Hatillo 

Hormigueroa 

Humacao 

Isabela 

l8ladeVi6qn68 

Jaynya 

JuanaDiaz 

Juncos 

Lsgas 

Lares 

Las  Marias 

Las  Piedras 

XiOiza 

Luquillo 

Manati 

Maricao 

Mannabo 

Maureyes 

Mayaguez 

Moca 

Mor6vis 

Naguabo 

Naranjito 

Fatillaa 

Pefinelas 

Playa  de  Naugabo 
Playa  de  Ponce  — 
Playa  Mayagiiez. . 

Ponce 

Punta  de  Santiagi). 

Quebradillas 

Kincdn 

Rio  Grande 

Eio  Pifedraa 

S&bana  Grande 

Salinas 

San  German 

San  Jnan 

San  Lorenzo 

San  Sebastian 

Santa  Isabel 

Santurce 

Tallaboa 

Tea- Alta 

Toa-Baja 

Trujillo-Alto 

Utnado 

Vega- Alta 

Vega-Baja 

Villalba  Arriba — 

Tabucoa 

Tauco 


821.  52 
70.48 


22.97 


185. 94 
7.44 


2.48 


1,  055. 14 
80.40 


50.80 
143. 15 
1,001.16 
199, 12 
114.  06 

53.31 


3.12 
12.08 
11.68 
4.26 
1.25 
.80 


14.00 
80.39 
68.60 
15.95 
11.64 
18.00 


6.87 
10.80 
26.36 
6.72 
1.76 
1.76 


74.79 
246.42 
1, 107.  80 
226.05 
128.  71 

73.87 


750.  00 
500.  00 

75.00 
500.  00 
500.  00 
500.00 
500,  00 
600.  00 

75,00 


180.  00 
180.  00 
180.  00 
180.00 
180.  00 


91.99 
1,  095.  58 


;.68 


3.70 
57.69 


2.02 
9.56 


56.60 

18.12 

1, 423.  20 


1.04 

.40 

80.82 


4.86 

4.56 

241. 20 


2.48 

3.81 

362.  02 


89.82 

204.26 

79.87 

30.48 

1,631.89 

171.  81 

262.  35 

242.70 

462.  24 

112. 10 

73.95 

1, 044,  34 

$100,  04 

133.  04 

79.80 

131.55 

1,  128. 04 

185.  16 

216,  00 


2.92 
4.44 


Total . 


1, 674. 75 
39.96 
49.90 

299. 52 
94.80 

561,  60 

158.  50 
97.40 

1.471.36 

2,  358. 82 

4,  657.  06 

162.  BO 

217. 44 

51.18 

224.28 

418. 19 

238.  68 

159.  20 
1,  085.  80 

17,  091.  08 
124. 90 
262.  56 
166. 00 
256.  68 

24.  24 
235.  08 

76.75 

4L75 
760. 32 
199. 40 
173.  85 

60.00 

757.72 

1,  266. 75 


56,  060.  80 


1.80 

157. 87 

1.24 

2.84 

6.04 

27.00 

10,55 

.72 

15.08 

$34.  60 

2,48 

1,60 

3,90 

3.20 

9.59 

4.18 


51.66 

63.02 

9.69 

8.16 

1,  226.  C8 

19.23 

9,42 

12,47 

186,  06 

37,  62 

3,90 

123,  30 

$76,  26 

16,03 

5,13 

14,52 

37,62 

60.56 

8.28 


1.68 
20.24 

4.80 

3.08 
240.  20 

4.63 
10.00 

8.20 

4.85 
13.44 

3.68 
35.98 
$5, 22 
16,32 

1.86 
10.10 
15.96 
22.14 
29.12 


523.  00 
.80 


2.92 

4.80 

7.52 

6,48 

11.56 

195. 96 

1, 217. 28 

218.  32 

8,00 

9.72 

1. 

1.66 
3.45 
4.61 
8.57 
15.84 
1, 048, 14 
4,50 
5, 
12,40 
17.16 
.88 
8.14 
1.92 


26.40 
4.94 
4.16 
.76 
9.36 

25.18 


2,  381. 04 

8.64 

7.91 

13.14 

15.24 

15.39 

10.38 

8.10 

1,  088.  00 

2, 159. 19 

1, 150.  53 

56.52 

20.88 

12. 18. 

16.50 

91.81 

16.14 

20.70 

126.  06 

7,  531. 46 

20.94 

93.60 

61.20 

68.13 

13.26 

8.95 

7.75 

7.83 

281. 58 

8,06 

63,26 

2.46 

32.40 

274.  44 


1, 250.  66 
1.92 


19.70 

40.22 

88.04 

792.  45 

2, 474.  82 

1,  035.  89 

4,54 

5,34 

2,80 

2,16 

16,53 

5,48 

6.54 

64.22 

6, 132.  38 

3.20 

31.30 

10,20 

50.58 

2.08 

2.40 

2.32 


98.59 
1, 171,  51 


64.98 

26  92 

2, 107.  24 


146  08 

291.  96 

94.36 

43.52 

3,  256.  64 

196.  91 

284.  61 

269  42 

680  15 

173,  81 

82.25 

1,218,70 

$216. 12 

168, 52 

88,39 

160.  07 

1, 184. 82 

277. 45 

257.  58 


115.  32 
4.12 
27.73 
4.88 
17.00 
250. 72 


5, 829.  45 

51.32 

57.81 

322.  57 

114.84 

604.  21 

215.  58 

205. 10 

3,547.77 

8,  210. 11 

7,  061. 80 

231.66 

253.  38 
68.08 

244.60 
530.  03 
264.  91 
195.  01 
1,291.92 
31, 803. 36 
153.54 
393.  35 
249.65 
392.  55 
40.46 

254.  57 
88.74 
49.58 

183.  62 
216. 52 
274.  00 
68.10 
816. 48 
817. 09 


4,151.79  20,770.36  14,017,97  95,000.92  46,380,00  61,960.00 


75,00 
1,  000,  00 
75,00 
75,00 
75,00 
1,  000  00 
75,00 
110,00 
500,  00 

no,  00 

75,00 

1,  500  00 
500  00 
110  00 
75.00 
500,  00 
500,  00 
75  00 
500.  00 

$500,  00 
500,  00 
75,00 
500,  00 

1,  000.  00 
500.  00 
500.  00 
75.00 

1,  750.  00 
75.00 
500. 00 
500.  00 
75.00 
500.  00 
500.  00 
110.00 

1,  000,  00 

1,000,00 

1,  750. 00 
110.  00 
500.  00 
110.  00 
500.  00 

1,  000.  00 
500.  00 
500.  00 

1,000.00 

1,  750. 00 
500. 00 
500.  00 
500  00 

1,  000.  00 
75.00 
500.  00 
75  00 
75.00 

1,  000.  00 
110.  00 
500.  00 
75.00 
500. 00 

1, 000. 00 


930. 00 


180. 00 
3,180.  66 


180.00 
180.00 


180.  00 

$180.00 

180.  00 


180.  00 
180.  00 
180.  00 
180.  00 


180.  00 
930.  00 
180.  00 
180.  00 
930.  00 
22,  690. 00 
ISO.  00 
180.  00 
180.  00 
180.  00 


930. 00 
'  180.' 66' 


180.  00 
930.  00 


264. 00 
192. 00 


168. 00 


$240. 00 


7,  610. 00 

600. 00 

180.  00 
180.  00 

180.  00 
189.  00 

120. 00 

930.  00 

930.  00 

7,  610.  00 

285.00 
300. 00 
720.00 

180.  00 

168.  00 
1, 200. 00 


300. 00 


266. 00 


7,  859. 00 


a  Performs  both  telegraphic  and  postal  duties. 
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Mail  matter,  under  the  Spanish  system,  was  divided  into  eight 
classes— the  first  class,  letters;  second  class,  postal  cards;  third  class, 
newspapers;  fourth  class,  printed  matter  of  all  kinds;  fifth  class,  busi- 
ness papers;  sixth  class,  samples  ot  merchandise  and  medicines; 
seventh  class,  letters  of  declared  value;  eighth  class,  postal  packages 
containing  insured  articles. 

The  administration  controlled  exclusively  the  carrying  of  letters, 
postal  cards,  and  newspapers,  excepting  open  letters  of  introduction 
carried  by  interested  parties;  those  carried  between  two  communities 
not  connected  by  the  postal  service;  letters  sent  by  a  private  party  by 
means  of  a  messenger  in  his  service;  correspondence  within  a  town 
by  hand;  correspondence  transacted  by  railroads  or  land  or  maritime 
express  companies  pertaining  to  their  own  business;  letters  sent  out 
from  places,  where  it  was  not  possible  to  purchase  stamps,  for  convey- 
ance to  post-oflSces  to  be  postage  paid  and  mailed;  franked  matter 
taken  to  post-oflSces  or  which  may  be  sent  free,  and  newspapers  having 
no  return  address. 

Fines  were  imposed  for  infraction  of  these  regulations  amounting  to 
five  times  the  proper  postage,  and  of  not  a  less  sum  than  $1,  payable 
in  currency  of  the  standard  value.  Transportation  through  the  mail 
wasdenied  to  matter  dangerous  to  employees  handling  it,  orwh'ich  might 
cause  injury  to  other  mail  matter;  letters  or  packages  which  contained 
money,  precious  metals,  or  valuable  stones,  which  were  not  previously 
insured ;  articles  whose  weight  or  size  exceeded  the  required  limits ;  and, 
finally,  letters  or  packages  having  written  on  the  outside  words  offensive 
to  morals  or  calculated  to  create  disorder.  No  object  could  circulate 
through  the  mail,  whatever  might  be  its  character,  origin,  or  destina- 
tion, which  exceeded  in  weight  two  or  four  kilograms,  according  to  the 
classification  to  which  it  was  subjected. 

The  rates  of  postage  for  the  several  classes  of  mail  matter  heretofore 
mentioned  were  as  follows: 


Glass. 


i-i-e"- {K^*:: 

2.  Postal  cards {Double.: 

f  (Weight.. 

3.  Newspapers. ^Publishers <Rate 

llndividuals ISingle . . . 

i.  Printed  matter  (all  kinds) {^.te^^!'! 

5.  Business  papers {Eate^ . . 

6.  Samples  oi:  merchandise  P^'^^'-yLoose'M  piokag^s! 

andmedicme.  Pate...  .|^tt^„hg/j„  ^J^__ 


15  gr. 
.03 
.02 
.03 

10  ks. 

.60 

2  m. 

10  gr. 
i  m. 

10  gr. 

4  m. 
20  gr. 

.01 

5  m. 


15  gr. 
.04 
.02 
.03 

10  ks. 
.80 

3  m. 
10  gr. 

i  m. 
10  gr. 

4  m. 
20  gr. 

.01 

5  m. 


15  gr. 

.06 

.03 

.05 

10  ks. 

2.00 

4  m. 

10  gr. 

Im. 

10  gr. 

Im. 

20  gr. 

.02 

.01 


15  gr. 

.15 

.06 

.10 

Iks. 

.45 

.10 

10  gr. 

3  m. 

10  gr. 

3  m. 

20  gr. 

.01 


15  gr. 
.08 
.02 


^Explanation 


{gr.:=gr 
&.  =  Eil 
m.  =  mi 


rammes. 

lograms. 

mllesimas. 


In  the  above  table  the  first  column  includes  matter  mailed  at  points 
on  the  island  for  delivery  at  other  points  on  the  island. 

The  second  column  includes  local  matter,  or  matter  intended  for  deliv- 
ery in  the  same  town  at  which  it  is  mailed. 

The  third  column  includes  matter  destined  for  points  on  the  island 

of  Cuba. 

The  fourth  column  includes  matter  destined  for  the  peninsula,  Balearic 
and  Canary  islands,  and  Spanish  possessions  in  northern  Africa. 
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The  fifth  column  includes  matter  destined  for  the  Philippine  Islands 
and  Fernando  Po. 

The  sixth  column  includes  international  mail. 

The  registry  fee  was  15  cents,  regardless  of  weight  of  package  or 
destination,  and  the  fee  for  insuring  packages  was  4  cents  for  each  $20 
valuation  thereof. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  Porto  Eican  service  which  corresponded  to 
the  free-delivery  service  of  this  department. 

There  were  one  or  more  persons  employed  to  do  general  laborer's 
work  in  the  principal  of&ces,  termed  "  ordenanzas,"  or  orderlies  or 
messengers,  paid  at  the  rate  of  $180  per  annum,  who  were  required  to 
perform  such  work  as  might  be  required  of  thein  in  the  offices,  including 
the  work  of  delivering  telegrams,  and  who,  in  addition,  had  the  monopoly 
of  delivery  of  mail  matter  to  the  addressees,  receiving  from  the  addressees 

1  centavo  for  each  letter  delivered,  except  in  the  case  of  persons  or 
firms  receiving  large  quantities  of  mail,  where  the  ordenanza  was  paid 
a  specified  sum  per  month,  sometimes  as  much  as  $5.  He  was  prohib- 
ited from  delivering  mail  in  the  post-ofiice  or  on  the  street. 

This  service  was  unsafe  and  unsatisfactory  and  was  the  occasion  for 
considerable  complaint. 

There  was  lacking  any  system  for  delivery  at  the  post-offices  of  let- 
ters to  the  addressees  upon  personal  demand,  except  in  the  office  at  San 
Juan,  where  there  were  a  few  call  boxes,  for  which  a  high  rate  was 
charged. 

The  regulations  provided  for  three  classes  of  boxes,  and  the  annual 
rates  charged  for  their  use  in  San  Juan  were  $16,  $14,  and  $12;  in 
Ponce,  Mayagiiez,  Humacao,  and  Arecibo,  $10,  $8.  and  $6,  and  for  their 
use  in  the  other  offices  of  the  island,  $5,  $4,  and  $3. 

Except  in  San  Juan  and  Guayama  the  committee  found  no  call  boxes. 

At  San  Juan  there  were  placed  on  the  outside  of  the  post-office  build- 
ing four  boxes  for  the  reception  of  mail  matter,  while  three  other  boxes 
were  placed  at  the  principal  points  of  the  city,  from  which  a  clerk  of 
the  post-office  gathered  the  mail  thirty  minutes  before  the  hour  set  for 
its  dispatch. 

There  was  also  in  the  post-office  another  box  called  the  "buzon  de 
alcance"  from  which  the  mail  was  taken  ten  minutes  before  the  hour 
set  for  its  dispatch,  but  matter  mailed  in  this  box  required  the  payment 
of  1  centavo  additional  postage. 

The  system  of  furnishing  stamp  supplies  in  vogue  in  the  United 
States  did  not  prevail  in  Porto  Eico.  All  stamps  were  furnished  by 
the  administrator  of  customs  at  the  capital  to  the  different  custom- 
houses, viz  :  Playa  Ponce,  Playa  MayagUez,  Arecibo,  Punta  de  Santiago, 
Arroyo,  Pajardo,  and  Aguadilla,  and  from  these  offices  they  were  fur- 
nished to  the  stamp  dealers,  no  stamps  being  sold  at  the  post-offices 
except  in  the  very  small  towns  where  there  were  no  business  houses, 
and  in  these  instances  the  postmaster  sold  the  stamps  as  the  agent  of 
the  custom-house. 

Persons  who  sold  stamps  furnished  a  bond  to  the  nearest  collector  of 
customs  to  the  amount  of  the  stamps  furnished.    A  commission  of  from 

2  to  4  per  cent  on  sales  of  stamps  was  allowed  to  agents. 

Each  time  a  new  supply  was  ordered  settlement  was  made  for  those 
previously  supplied,  there  having  been  no  form  of  monthly  or  quarterly 
reports. 

The  bond  was  made  in  triplicate — one  copy  for  the  central  adminis- 
tration at  San  Juan,  one  for  the  collector  of  customs,  and  the  third  copy 
was  retained  by  the  maker. 
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It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  system  of  furnishing  stamps  to  the  pub- 
lic was  very  unsatisfactory  and  productive  of  a  good  deal  of  complaint. 

As  the  postmasters  did  not  keep  any  postal  supplies  on  sale,  and  as 
there  was  no  money-order  system  in  operation,  no  deposit  of  revenue  was 
made,  no  depositories  were  named,  and  the  regulations  made  no  pro- 
vision therefor. 

The  registry  system  corresponded  in  some  respects  to  our  own,  in 
that  a  receipt  was  given  to  the  sender  by  the  postmaster.  This  was 
the  only  receipt  he  obtained  however,  except  on  the  payment  of  an 
additional  fee  of  two  centavos,  in  which  case  a  receipt  from  the  addressee 
was  obtained  and  forwarded  to  the  sender.  The  registered  articles 
(termed  certiflcados)  were  sent  from  one  office  to  another  wrapped  in 
an  old  newspaper  and  sealed  with  wax.  It  was  not  placed  in  the  mail 
bag  or  mail  box  with  the  other  mail,  but  given  in  the  direct  custody  of 
the  carrier.  A  mail  bill  was  sent  along  with  the  carrier  showing  the 
number  of  registered  packages  and  bags  of  mail  in  his  charge.  This 
bill  was  checked  and  signed  at  each  intermediate  point  on  the  route, 
and  Anally  at  the  terminal  office,  and  was  then  returned  to  the  office  of 
origin. 

These  mail  bills  or  lists  did  not  show  the  destination  of  the  registered 
articles,  and  it  was  practically  impossible  to  trace  a  lost  package  for 
that  reason. 

An  indemnity  of  $10  was  provided  for  in  the  regulations,  but  the 
testimony  of  reliable  people,  with  whom  the  matter  was  discussed,  was 
that  it  cost  more  to  collect  the  indemnity  than  it  amounted  to,  on 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  claim  had  to  be  presented  and  the 
resulting  delays,  and  that  the  Government  would  not  admit  responsi 
bility  for  losses  that  were  not  occasioned  through  negligence  on  the 
part  of  mail  messengers  or  postmasters.  The  postmaster  received  no 
fee  for  certifying  a  letter. 

San  Juan,  Ponce,  and  Mayagiiez  were  designated  as  exchange  post- 
offices  through  which  passed  registered  mails  for  and  from  points  out- 
side of  Porto  Rico. 

There  are  but  two  railroads  in  the  island,  one  in  four  sections;  the 
first  from  San  Juan  by  Santurce,  Martin-Pena  (no  office),  Bayamon, 
Toa  Baja,  Dorado,  San  Vincente  (no  office),  Vega  Baja,  Manati,  Barce- 
loneta,  Oamvalache  (no  office),  Arecibo  and  Hatillo  to  Camuy,  100 
kilometers  or  62.12  miles  in  length,  leaving  San  Juan  at  6  a.  m.,  arriv- 
ing at  Camuy  by  9.56  a.  m.,  and  leaving  Camuy  at  3.08  p.  m.,  and 
arriving  at  San  Juan  by  7.06  p.  m. 

The  second,  from  San  Juan,  via  Santurce,  Martiii-Pefia  (no  office),  and 
Eio  Pi^dras,  to  Carolina,  22  kilometers,  or  13.67  miles,  in  length,  leaving 
San  Juan  at  5  p.  m.,  arriving  at  Carolina  at  6.05  p.  m.,  and  leaving 
Carolina  at  7  a.  m.  and  arriving  at  San  Juan  by  8.05  a.  m. 

The  third,  from  Aguadilla,  via  Aguada,  Riucon,  C6rsica  (no  office), 
Tres  Hermanos  (no  office),  Anasco,  Playa-Mayagiiez  (no  office),  and 
Mayagiiez,  to  Hormigueros,  55  kilometers,  or  34.17  miles,  in  length, 
leaving  Aguadilla  at  4.45  p.  m.,  arriving  at  Hormigueros  by  7.27  p.  m., 
and  leaving  Hormigueros  at  5.33  a.m.  and  arriving  at  Aguadilla  by  8. 12 
a.  m. ;  and  the  fourth,  from  Yauco,  via  Guayanilla  and  Tallaboa,  to  Ponce, 
35  kilometers,  or  21.74  miles,  in  length,  leaving  Yauco  at  6.30  a.  m.,  ar- 
riving at  Ponce  by  8.08  a.  m.,  and  leaving  Ponce  at  4.30  p.  ra.  and  ar- 
riving at  Yauco  by  6.08  p.  m. 

The  second  road,  connecting  San  Juan  and  Rio  Pi^dras,  is  a  narrow 
gauge,  3  feet  between  rails,  and  is  used  merely  for  suburban  traffic, 
and  carries  no  mail. 
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The  service  is  performed  daily. 

This  road  has  been  built  uuder  a  concession  from  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment, the  terms  of  which  stipulated  that  a  railroad  should  be  con- 
structed around  the  entire  island  and  that  it  should  be  completed 
within  a  certain  period  of  time,  which  period,  it  is  understood,  has 
terminated;  but  it  is  not  known  that  any  legal  steps  had  been  taken  by 
the  Spanish  Government  to  declare  the  concession  forfeited,  and  to 
assume  control  of  the  property. 

One  of  the  terms  of  concession  was  that  the  mail  should  be  carried 
free  of  charge  in  a  special  car,  together  with  the  person  or  persons  in 
charge  of  the  mail,  and  it  has  been  and  is  so  being  carried  between 
San  Juan  and  Oamuy,  between  Aguadilla  and  Mayaguez  and  between 
Tauco  and  Ponce.  The  mail  is  not  being  carried  on  the  section  between 
Martin  Pena  and  Carolina. 

The  road  is  a  3-foot  gauge  and  of  first  class  construction,  but  the 
rolling  stock  has  been  allowed  to  fall  into  disrepair.  This  is  said  to  be 
owing  to  the  fact,  as  it  is  stated,  that  for  some  time  past  the  road  has 
not  been  paying  exi)enses. 

The  distances  between  post-oflSces  and  railroad  stations  are  as  fol- 
lows: San  Juan,  0.25  of  a  mile;  Arecibo,  0.50  of  a  mile;  Oamuy,  0.67 
of  a  mile;  Aguadilla,!  mile;  Mayaguez,  1  mile;  Yauco,  0.20  of  a  mile; 
Ponce,  formerly  0.50  of  a  mile,  now  0.25  of  a  mile,  and  Playa  Ponce, 
21.5  miles. 

At  these  places  mail  messengers  were  employed  to  perform  the  serv- 
ice between  the  office  and  the  station,  at  the  rate  of  $480  each  per 
annum,  except  at  Oamuy,  where  he  received  $450 ;  Aguadilla,  $400,  and 
Mayaguez,  $775,  making  a  total  of  $4,025  for  this  service.  These  mail 
messenger  routes  were  let  to  the  lowest  bidder,  and  were  for  a  period 
of  two  years.  The  contractor  furnished  a  bond  equal  to  10  per  cent  of 
the  amount  of  the  contract. 

Following  is  a  description  of  the  various  laud  and  water  routes  (star 
routes)  of  the  island,  together  with  recommendations  of  such  changes 
as  it  is  thought  proper  to  make. 

It  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  people  with  whom  the  matter  was 
discussed  that  the  service,  as  it  was  designed  by  the  postal  authorities, 
was  all  that  could  be  desired,  the  service  being  required  to  be  performed 
daily  under  schedules  making  close  connections  at  every  terminal  point; 
but  that  the  efficiency,  as  it  appeared  on  paper,  was  not  attained  in 
practice,  the  schedules  at  times  requiring  n,n  impracticable  rate  of  speed, 
and  the  condition  of  roads  and  weather  also  at  times  rendering  it 
impossible  to  perform  the  service. 

Placid  streams  will  suddenly  take  the  character  of  raging  torrents, 
owing  to  rains  in  the  mountains,  and  can  not  be  forded  with  safety  at 
such  times  for  several  hours,  sometimes  for  days,  according  to  the 
amount  of  rainfall. 

ROUTE   SAN  JUAN  TO  PONCE, 

via  Santurce,  Rio  Pi6dras,  O^guas,  Oayey,  Aibonito,  Ooamo,  Juana 
Diaz,  and  Ooto  del  Laurel,  130  kilometers  (80.72  miles)  and  back,  seven 
times  a  week  by  coach. 

PBE8BNT  SCHEDULE. 

Leaves  San  Juan  daily  at  11  a.  m. ; 
Arrives  at  Ponce  next  day  by  11  a.  m. ; 
Leaves  Ponce  daily  at  1  p.  m. ; 
Arrives  at  San  Juan  next  day  by  9  p.  m. 
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The  mail  lies  over  at  Aibonito  from  five  to  six  hours  each  way,  or 
from  10  p.  m.  until  4  a.  m.  The  Spanish  contractor  was  Pedro  Ubarri, 
of  Eio  Piedras,  and  his  compensation  was  $9,240  per  annum,  payable 
monthly  at  the  rate  of  $770. 

Since  August  6  or  7,  1898,  on  the  occupation  of  the  territory  south 
of  Aibonito  by  our  troops,  the  Spanish  contractor  has  carried  the  mail 
from  San  Juan  to  Aibonito  only,  and  the  service  between  Aibonito 
and  Ponce  has  been  paid  for  from  that  date  by  the  military  authorities 
at  the  rate  of  $10  (American  money)  per  diem.  Aibonito  and  Cayey 
were  occupied  September  25, 1898 ;  Cdguas,  October  6, 1898 ;  Eio  Pie- 
dras, October  13, 1898,  and  San  Juan,  October  18,  1898,  which  are  the 
dates  from  which  the  United  States  should  be  responsible  for  payment 
for  mail  service  between  said  points  and  Ponce. 

Kilometers.       Miles. 

San  Juan  to  Santurce • 5=   3.10 

Santuroe  to  Eio  Piedras 7  ^   4.24 

Eio  Piedras  to  Ciiguas ' 23  =  14.28 

C^guas  to  Cayey  25  =  15. 53 

Cayey  to  Aibonito 20  =  12.42 

Aibonito  to  Coamo 18  =  11. 18 

Coamo  to  Juana  Diaz 20  =:  12.  42 

Juana  Diaz  to  Ponce 12  =   7.  45 

The  road  over  which  this  route  runs  is  the  best  on  the  island.  It 
was  constructed  by  the  Spanish  Government,  is  macadamized  through- 
out to  a  width  of  19  feet,  with  substantial  bridges  crossing  ravines 
and  streams  except  between  Juana  Diaz  and  Ponce,  between  which 
points  six  streams  have  to  be  forded,  which  streams  are  difiBcult  and 
even  dangerous  to-cross  during  heavy  rains  in  the  mountains.  This 
road  crosses  three  ranges  of  mountains,  one  of  2,910  feet  and  one  of 
2,250  feet  altitude,  and  winds  in  and  out  through  the  mountains  so  as 
to  secure  the  best  grades  possible,  which,  however,  are  very  heavy  in 
some  places. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  schedule  of  this  route  be  fixed  so  as  to  leave 
the  terminal  points  early  in  the  morning,  say  at  0  a.  m.,  and  to  arrive 
at  the  other  termini  in  fourteen  hours,  believing  this  to  be  practicable 
and  best  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  service.  Also,  that  one  additional 
trip  be  made  weekly  in  close  connection  with  the  arrival  of  steamers 
at  San  Juan — say,  leave  there  at  5  p.  m.,  and  returning  arrive  at  San 
Juan  by  12  m.,  with  fourteen  hours  running  time  each  way. 


via  Carolina,  Oandvanas,  Eio  Grande,  and  Luquillo,  54.50  kilometers 
(33.71  miles),  and  back,  11  kilometers  (6.83  miles)  to  Carolina,  8.50 
kilometers  (5.28  miles)  to  Can6vanas,  8  kilometers  (4.96  miles)  to  Eio 
Grande,  14.50  kilometers  (9  miles)  to  Luquillo,  12.50  kilometers  (7.64 
miles)  to  Fajardo,  seven  times  a  week  on  horseback. 

PRESENT  SCHEDCLB. 

Leave  Eio  Piedras  daily  at  12  noon ; 
Arrive  at  Fajardo  by  10.55  p.  m.  ; 
Leave  Fajardo  daily  at  6  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Eio  Piedras  by  4.55  p.  m. 

The  Spanish  contractor  was  Juan  B.  Blanco,  and  his  compensation 
$1,719  per  annum. 
The  schedule  of  this  route  connects  with  the  schedule  of  route  from 
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San  Juan  to  Ponce,  and,  if  the  schedule  of  that  route  be  changed,  as 
proposed,  this  schedule  will  have  to  be  changed  as  follows : 

PROPOSED   8CHBDULB. 

Leave  Rio  Piedras  daily  at  7.30  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Fajardo  by  6.30  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Fajardo  daily  at  6  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Rio  Piedras  by  5  p.  m. 

This  road  is  good  from  Eio  Piedras  to  near  Rio  Grande,  but  from 
there  to  Fajardo  it  is  bad. 
Fajardo  was  occupied  September  29, 1898. 

ROUTE   CAGUAS   TO   HTJMACAO, 

via  Gurabo,  Juncos,  and  Las  Piedras,  29  kilometers  (17.99  miles)  and 
back,  seven  times  a  week  by  horseback. 

To  Gurabo,  8.50  kilometers  (5.28  miles) ;  to  Juncos  is  6.50  kilometers 
(4.03  miles) ;  to  Las  Piedras,  8  kilometers  (4.96  miles),  and  to  Humacao, 
6  kilometers,  or  3.72  miles. 

Humacao  was  occupied  September  22,  1898. 

This  road  is  very  bad  and  is  almost  impassable  for  any  kind  of  vehi- 
cle, and  can  only  be  traveled  with  any  degree  of  success  on  horseback. 
Five  streams  have  to  be  forded,  there  being  no  bridges  on  the  road. 

PRESENT  SCHEDULE. 

Leave  CSguas  daily  at  3.30  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Humacao  by  10.!jO  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Humacao  daily  at  6  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  CSguas  by  12.50  p.  m. 

This  schedule  connects  with  that  on  the  route  from  San  Juan  to 
Ponce,  connecting  with  and  receiving  mails  from  both  San  Juan  aud 
Ponce  the  same  day.  As  the  mail  from  Ponce  for  Humacao  will  be 
dispatched  via  Guayama  and  Yabucoa  under  proposed  schedules,  we 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  have  the  carrier  wait  at  Oaguas  for  the  mail 
from  Ponce,  and  therefore  recommend  the  following  schedule: 

PROPOSED  SCHEDDLE. 

Leave  C^guaa  daily  at  11  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Humacao  by  5  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Humacao  daOy  at  3.30  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  C^guas  by  9.30  a.  m. 

ROUTE   OATET   TO   GUAYAMA. 

There  are  no  intermediate  oflQces  on  this  route,  and  the  distance  is 
26  kilometers  (16.15  miles),  the  service  being  performed  seven  times  a 
week  each  way  on  horseback. 

PRESENT  SCHEDULE. 

Leave  Cayey  daily  at  6.25  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Guayama  by  9.25  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Guayama  daily  at  7.30  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Cayey  by  1.30  p.  m. 

The  contractor  was  Gabriel  Capo,  of  Guayama,  and  his  compensa- 
tion was  $1,200  per  annum. 

Cayey  was  occupied  by  our  forces  September  25, 1898,  and  Guayama, 
August  4, 1898. 
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The  schedule  should  be  changed,  so  as  to  leave  Oayey  at  about  2 
p.  m.,  on  arrival  of  mail  from  San  Juan  and  Ponce. 

This  road  is  well  constructed,  and  of  the  same  character  as  the  mili- 
tary road  from  San  Juan  to  Ponce,  but  with  a  very  heavy  grade  from 
Guayama.    Service  is  not  now  being  performed. 

ROUTE   PONCE   TO   GUATAMA, 

via  Santa  Isabel  and  Salinas,  62  kilometers  (38.50  miles),  and  back;  26 
kilometers  (16.15  miles)  to  Santa  Isabel,  19  kilometers  (11.80  miles)  to 
Salinas,  and  17  kilometers  (10.56  miles)  to  Guayama.  The  service  is 
performed  seven  times  a  week  by  coach. 

PRESENT   SCHEDULE. 

Leave  Ponce  daily  at  4.25  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Guayama  by  1.45  p.  m. 
Leave  Guayama  daily  at  4  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Ponce  next  day  by  1.25  a.  m. 

The  contractor  was  Francisco  Eovira,  and  his  compensation  was 
$2,800  per  annum. 

The  above  service  has  been  terminated,  and  temporary  service 
between  Ponce  and  Santa  Isabel  is  being  performed  daily,  the  carrier 
being  paid  by  the  alcalde  of  Santa  Isabel,  while  service  from  Guayama 
to  Ponce,  three  times  a  week,  is  being  performed  by  carrier  provided 
by  the  military  authorities,  at  a  cost  of  $140  per  month  (Porto  Bican 
money),  who  also  supplies  Salinas.  The  road  is  very  bad,  being  crossed 
by  several  unbridged  streams,  difflcult  to  ford  after  rains,  and  in  places 
runs  close  to  the  sea,  which  washes  over  it  in  heavy  weather,  rendering 
traveling  dangerous  at  such  times. 

The  schedule  of  this  route  should  be : 

Leave  Ponce  daily  at  6  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Guayama  by  6  p.  m. 
Leave  Guayama  daily  at  6  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Ponce  by  6  p.  m. 

ROUTE  GUAYAMA  TO  HUMACAO, 

via  Arroyo,  Patillas,  Maunabo,  and  Yabucoa,  55  kilometers  (34.14  miles), 
and  back,  seven  times  a  week  by  horseback. 

To  Arroyo,  8  kilometers  (4.96  miles);  to  Patillas,  10  kilometers  (6.21 
miles) ;  to  Maunabo,  14  kilometers  (8.69  miles) ;  to  Tabucoa,  9  kilome- 
ters (5.59  miles),  and  to  Humacao,  14  kilometers  (8.69  miles). 

The  contractor  was  the  municipality  of  Humacao,  and  the  compen- 
sation $3,000  per  annum.  Service  is  now  being  provided  by  the  alcaldes 
of  the  towns,  except  between  Maunabo  and  Patillas,  which  is  being 
provided  by  the  army. 

PRESENT  SCHEDULE. 

Leave  Humacao  daily  at  5  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Guayama  by  3.50  p.  m. 
Leave  Guayama  daily  at  1.55  p.  m. 
Arrive  at  Humacao  next  day  by  12.45  a.  m. 

PROPOSED   SCHEDULE. 

Leave  Humacao  daily  at  6  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Guayama  by  5  p.  m. 
Leave  Guayama  daily  at  6  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Humacao  by  5  p.  m. 
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This  road  is  very  bad  for  any  kind  of  vehicle  whatever,  and  between 
Maunabo  and  Yabucoa  a  mountain  has  to  be  crossed  by  a  mere  bridle 
path,  prohibiting  the  passage  of  any  kind  of  vehicle,  and  renders  a  slow 
schedule  absolutely  necessary,  and  the  performance  of  the  service  dur- 
ing daylight. 

KOUTE    HUMACAO    TO   FAJAEDO, 

via  Punta  de  Santiago,  Punta  Naguabo,  Naguabo,  and  Oeiba. 

To  Punta  Santiago,  6  kilometers  (3.72  miles);  to  Playa  Naguabo,  6 
kilometers  (3.72  miles) ;  to  Naguabo,  5  kilometers  (3.10  miles) ;  to  Oeiba, 
15  kilometers  (9.31  miles) ;  to  Fajardo,  11  kilometers  (6.83  miles) ;  a  total 
distance  of  43  kilometers  (26.68  miles)  and  back,  seven  times  a  week  on 
horseback. 

The  contractor  is  Francisco  Alvarez  Gronsales,  and  his  compensation 
is  $990  per  annum. 

PRESENT  SCHEDULE. 

Leave  Humacao  daily  at  10  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Fajardo  by  5.55  a.  m. ; 
Leave  Fajardo  daily  at  11.05  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Hnmacao  by  6.55  a.  m. 

PROPOSED  SCHEDULE. 

Leave  Humacao  daily  at  6  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Fajardo  by  2  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Fajardo  daily  at  6  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Humacao  by  2  p.  m. 

The  road  is  bad,  with  three  unbridged  streams  to  cross,  while  a  cir- 
cuit through  the  surf  has  to  be  made  to  avoid  two  other  streams. 

ROUTE  PONCE  TO  PLAYA  PONCE, 

3  kilometers  (1.86  miles)  and  back,  thirteen  times  a  week. 

This  service  was  formerly  a  part  of  the  routes  from  San  Juan  and 
Guayama,  but  as  the  main  office  is  now  located  in  the  city  of  Ponce  the 
service  performed  should  be  made  a  separate  route  and  be  performed  at 
hours  conforming  to  the  needs  of  the  business  interests  of  Ponce  and 
the  Playa.  Playa  Ponce  is  the  port  of  Ponce,  and  the  custom-house 
and  more  important  wholesale  business  houses  are  located  there.  There 
is  telephonic  connection  between  the  two  towns.  Mail  should  leave 
Ponce  at  8  a.  m.  and  3.30  p.  m.,  and  leave  the  Playa  at  9  a.  m.  and  4.30 
p.  m.,  thirty  minutes  running  time  to  be  allowed  each  way,  the  Sunday 
trip  to  be  in  the  morning. 

EOTJTB  PONCE   TO   ABECIBO, 

by  Guaraguao,  Adjuntas,  and  TJtuado. 

To  Guaraguao,  18  kilometers  (11.18  miles) ;  to  Adjuntas,  12  kilometers 
(7.45  miles);  to  Utuado,  30  kilometers  (18.63  miles),  and  to  Arecibo,  15 
kilometers  (9.32  miles);  total,  75  kilometers  (46.59  miles)  and  back, 
seven  times  a  week,  by  wagon  to  Adjuntas  and  by  horseback  from 
Adjuntas  to  Arecibo. 

The  contractors  are  Leopold  B.  Strube,  Arecibo  to  Adjuntas,  at 
$1,095  per  annum;  Eustaquio  Oallazo,  Utuado  to  Adjuntas,  at  $100, 
and  Santiago  Alvarez,  Adjuntas  to  Ponce,  at  $600  per  annum;  total, 
$1,795  per  annum. 
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Arecibo  was  occupied  by  our  forces  October  9, 1898 ;  Utuado,  August 
30, 1898,  and  Adjuntas,  August  30, 1898. 

PKESBNT  SCHEDULE. 

Leave  Ponce  daily  at  5  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Arecibo  next  day  by  12.15  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Arecibo  daily  at  9.30  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Ponce  next  day  by  12  m. 

In  going  from  Ponce,  mail  lies  over  at  Utuado  from  6.10  p.  m.  until 
6  a.  m.,  and  in  going  from  Arecibo  mail  lies  over  at  Adjuntas  from 
9.35  p.  m.  until  5  a.  m. 

The  road  is  good  between  Ponce  and  Adjuntas,  but  very  bad  between 
Adjuntas  and  Arecibo.  That  portion  between  Adjuntas  and  Utuado 
having  been  recently  constructed  by  the  military  authorities  to  meet 
military  necessities.  Several  serious  landslides  have  recently  occurred 
on  this  portion  of  the  road.  The  committee  recommend  that  three 
routes  be  substituted  for  this  route,  one  from  Ponce  via  Guaraguao  to 
Adjuntas  on  a  schedule  to  leave  Ponce  daily  at  1  p.  m.  and  arrive  at 
Adjuntas  by  8  p.  m.,  and  returning  leave  Adjuntas  at  5  a.  m.  and  arrive 
at  Ponce  by  12  m.  One  from  Utuado  to  Arecibo,  15  kilometers  (9.31 
miles)  and  back,  seven  times  a  week,  as  follows : 

Leave  Utuado  daily  at  5.30  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Arecibo  by  8.30  a.  m. ; 
Leave  Arecibo  daily  at  10  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Utuado  by  1  p.  m. 

The  other,  from  Adjuntas  to  Utuado,  30  kilometers  (18.63  miles)  and 
back,  seven  times  a  week,  with  a  schedule  as  follows : 

Leave  Adjuntas  at  6.30  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Utuado  by  12.30  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Utuado  at  1.30  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Adjuntas  by  7.30  p.  m. 

It  is  believed  that  the  service  three  times  a  week  on  the  last-named 
route  will  be  sufiacient  for  the  transportation  of  the  small  quantity  of 
mail  which  will  in  all  probability  pass  between  these  points. 

E.OUa?E  TAUCO  TO  MAYAGtJEZ. 

via  S4bana  Grande,  17  kilometers  (10.56  miles);  San  German,  7  kilo- 
meters (4.34  miles) ;  Oabo  Eojo,  8  kilometers  (4.96  miles) ;  and  Maya- 
giiez,  12  kilometers  (7.33  miles)  a  total  distance  of  44  kilometers 
(27.19  miles)  and  back  seven  times  a  week  on  horseback. 

The  contractor  is  Feliz  Ortiz  Eenta,  and  his  compensation  is  $2,988 
per  annum. 

PRESENT  SCHEDULE. 

Leave  Yauoo  daily  at  6.38  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Mayagiiez  by  2.38  a.  m. ; 
Leave  Mayagiiez  daily  at  7.22  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Yauco  by  3.22  a.  m. 

Mayagiiez  was  occupied  by  our  forces  on  August  12,  1898. 

This  route  also  extends  to  Playa  Mayagiiez,  1  kilometer  (0.62  mile), 
but  as  the  post-office  at  that  point  was  closed  by  authority  of  the 
alcalde  about  September  15, 1898,  the  route  has  been  terminated  at 
Mayagiiez. 

The  road  between  Mayagiiez  and  Oabo  Eojo  is  excellent,  but  for  the 
remainder  of  the  distance  it  is  very  bad  and  almost  impassable  except 


REPORT   OF   THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL.  1601 

on  horseback.  Extra  trips  to  carry  the  heavy  mail  to  and  from  the 
Eleventh  Infantry,  stationed  at  Mayagiiez,  have  been  made  with  ox 
carts  on  a  schedule  of  about  twenty-four  hours  each  way.  We  recom- 
mend that  the  schedule  be  extended  so  as  to  arrive  at  Mayagiiez  at 
5  a.  m.,  in  time  to  connect  with  the  mail  train  at  6  a.  m.,  and  returning 
to  arrive  at  Yauco  at  6  a.  m.,  in  time  to  connect  with  the  mail  train  at 
6.30  a.  m. 

This  service  was  performed  under  two  contracts,  one  from  Mayagiiez 
to  San  German,  the  other  from  San  German  to  Yauco. 

It  is  an  important  route,  connecting  the  railroad  running  from  Ponce 
to  Yauco  with  the  railroad  from  Mayagiiez  to  Aguadilla,  and  is  a  part 
of  the  through  route  from  Ponce  to  San  Juan  around  the  western  end 
of  the  island.  This  last-named  railroad  extends  as  far  south  as  Hormi- 
gueros,  but  as  that  oflBce  is  of  very  little  importance,  this  committee 
does  not  deem  it  advisable  to  recommend  that  the  railroad  service  be 
extended  beyond  Mayagiiez  nor  that  it  be  embraced  in  the  Mayagiiez 
and  Yauco  route,  because  of  its  unimportance  and  because  it  is  some 
distance  (about  1  mile)  from  the  road  now  traveled  by  the  mail. 


via  Quebradillas  and  Isabela. 

To  Quebradillas,  11  kilometers  (6.83  miles);  to  Isabela,  12  kilometers 
(7.45  miles);  and  to  Aguadilla,  17  kilometers  (10.56  miles),  a  total  dis- 
tance of  40  kilometers,  or  24.84  miles  and  back,  seven  times  a  week  by 
coach. 

Francisco  Escalona,  agent,  is  the  contractor,  and  the  compensation 
is  $3,000  per  annum. 

PRBSBNT  SCHEDULE. 

Leave  Camny  daily  at  10.19  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Aguadilla  by  4  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Aguadilla  daily  at  8.27  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Camay  by  2.15  p.  m. 

This  is  a  part  of  the  through  route  from  San  Juan  to  Ponce  by  rail- 
road, and  is  therefore  of  importance.  Camuy  was  occupied  by  our 
forces  September  29, 1898. 

The  road  is  extremely  bad,  but  the  present  schedule  is  made  with 
tolerable  regularity,  and  it  is  necessary  to  continue  it  on  the  same 
schedule. 

ROUTE  AGUADILLA  TO  UTUADO, 

via  Moca,  San  Sebastian,  and  Lares;  and 

ROUTE  AGUADILLA  TO  ARECIBO, 

via  Lares  and  Pajuil  (no  office). 

Aguadilla  to  Moca,  7  kilometers  (4.34  miles) ;  to  San  Sebastian,  15 
kilometers  (9.30  miles) ;  to  Lares,  16  kilometers  (9.93  miles) ;  to  Utuado, 
42  kilometers  (26.09  miles) ;  total,  80  kilometers  (49.67  miles).  Distance, 
Lares  to  Arecibo,  50  kilometers  (31.06  miles).  Total  distance,  130  kilo- 
meters (80.73  miles). 

The  road  from  Aguadilla  to  within  2  miles  of  San  Sebastian  is  macad- 
amized. The  remainder  of  the  road — that  is,  from  2  miles  west  of  San 
Sebastian  to  Utuado,  on  the  lower  branch,  and  Arecibo,  on  the  upper 
branch— can  only  be  traveled  on  horseback,  and  then  with  the  greatest 
difficulty. 
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PRESENT  SCHEDULE. 


Leave  Agnadilla  daily  at  9  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Lares  by  6  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Lares  daily  at  5  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Arecibo  by  1.30  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Arecibo  daily  at  10  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Lares  by  6  p.m.; 
Leave  Lares  daily  at  5  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Agnadilla  by  2.10  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Lares  daily  at  5  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Utuado  by  4  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Utuado  at  5  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Lares  by  4  p.  m. 

As  the  road  is  in  such  a  condition  as  to  render  travel  practically 
impossible,  and  the  quantity  of  mail  during  the  unsettled  condition  of 
affairs  very  small,  the  committee  deems  it  unnecessary  that  there  should 
be  any  direct  service  between  Lares  and  Arecibo,  and  between  Lares 
and  TJtuado,  and  recommends,  therefore,  that  it  be  dispensed  with,  the 
means  of  communication  via  Agnadilla  being  deemed  sufQcient. 

KOUTB   MANATf  TO   TJTUADO, 

via  Ciales,  Oialitos,  and  Jayuya,  56  kilometers  (34.57  miles)  and  back 
seven  times  a  week. 

Manati  to  Ciales,  12  kilometers  (7.45  miles);  to  Oialitos,  12  kilometers 
(7.45  miles) ;  to  Jayuya,  20  kilometers  (12.22  miles),  and  to  TJtuado  12 
kilometers  (7.45  miles). 

It  appears  that  this  route  was  advertised,  but  for  some  reason  it  was 
never  let.  It  is  thought  that  the  lowest  bid  received  was  considered 
too  high,  and  service  was  provided  only  from  Manati  via  Ciales  to 
Cialitos,  24  kilometers  (14.90  miles).  It  was  performed  by  two  carriers, 
at  a  cost  of  $720  per  annum.  The  amount  of  postal  business  done  at 
Ciales  during  the  year  ended  December  31, 1897,  was  $242.46,  and  the 
telegraphic  business  $275.60,  while  the  postmaster's  salary  was  $500 
per  annum,  with  an  ordenanza,  or  messenger,  at  $180.  The  town  is 
said  to  have  a  population  of  4,000,  and  is  in  the  midst  of  a  section  of 
the  country  producing  coffee  and  valuable  woods.     " 

The  reports  indicate  that  no  postal  business  was  done  at  Cialitos,  but 
the  postmaster  received  a  salary  of  $75  per  annum.  It  was  not  a  tele- 
graphic station. 

It  is  recommended  that  a  route  be  established,  Manati  to  Ciales,  a 
distance  of  12  kilometers  (7.45  miles),  and  back  seven  times  a  week, 
under  the  following  schedule: 

Leave  Manati  daily,  at  9.30  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Ciales,  by  11.30  a.  m. ; 
Leave  Ciales  daily,  at  6  a.  m, ; 
Arrive  at  Manati,  hj  8  a.  m. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  Oialitos  be  given  special  supply  pending 
satisfactory  returns  of  business. 

Jayuya  is  a  town  11  kilometers  (6.83  miles)  southeast  of  Utuado,  and 
is  an  important  point  in  the  coffee  and  tobacco  producing  region,  the 
tobacco  being  claimed  to  be  superior  to  any  produced  in  the  island. 

The  postmaster  at  this  point  receives  a  salary  of  $75  per  annum  and 
the  postal  business  during  the  year  ended  December  31, 1897,  amounted 
to  $269.42.  The  offlce  was  supplied  from  Utuado  by  a  carrier  furnished 
by  the  municipal  authorities  of  Jayuya. 

It  is  recommended  that  a  route  be  established  for  its  supply  from 
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TJtuado  to  Jayuya,  11  kilometers  (6.83  miles),  and  back  seven  times  a 
week  under  the  following  schedule : 

Leave  Utuado  daily,  at  2  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Jayuya  by  4  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Jayuya  daily,  at  4.30  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Utuado  by  6.30  p.  m. 

ROUTE   PUNTA   SANTIAGO   TO   ISLA   DB   VI:6qUBS; 

15  kilometers  (9.32  miles)  and  back,  three  times  a  week,  by  sailboat. 

The  contractor  is  Antonio  Zaragoza,  and  his  compensation  is  $900 
per  annum. 

PRESENT  SCHEDULE. 

Leave  Punta  Santiago  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday  at  8.15  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Isla  de  Vieques  by  1,2.50  p.  m. ; 

Leave  Isla  de  Vieques  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  at  8  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Punta  Santiago  by  12.35  p.  m. 

Punta  Santiago,  the  base  of  supply  for  Isla  de  Yi6ques,  is  about  4 
miles  from  Humacao,  of  which  town  it  is  the  port,  having  within  its 
precincts  the  custom-house  of  the  Humacao  district.  The  Island  of 
Vieques  (post-offlce  and  island  having  the  same  name)  has  a  population 
of  about  5,000.  Its  principal  industries  are  the  raising  of  horses  and 
the  production  of  sugar  and  tobacco.  The  postmaster  receives  a  salary 
of  $110  per  annum,  and  the  postal  receipts  for  the  year  ended  December 
31,  1897,  amounted  to  $264.61. 

The  island  is  now  garrisoned  by  a  company  of  United  States  infantry 
and  was  occupied  September  19, 1898. 

The  present  contractor  has  performed  the  service  for  years  and  is 
desiroas  of  continuing  the  service.  He  is  the  owner  of  two  schooners, 
one  of  28  tons,  the  other  of  80  tons.  The  smaller  vessel  is  used  in  the 
service  ordinarily,  and  is  apparently  sound  and  seaworthy.  The  other 
boats  which  were  seen  in  the  bay  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  two  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  were  small,  single-masted,  open  boats,  called 
"goletas,"  rigged  with  a  jib  and  triangular  sail.  It  appears  that 
Zaragoza  is  the  only  person  in  that  vicinity  suflQciently  well  equipped 
to  properly  perform  the  service.  He  has  made  a  proposition  to  perform 
the  service  for  the  sum  of  $2,  American  money,  per  round  trip,  which 
proposition  is  filed  herewith.  After  the  receipt  of  the  proposal  referred 
to,  the  postal  agent  at  Humacao  was  instructed  by  a  member  of  the 
committee  to  say  to  the  contractor  that  he  should  continue  the  service, 
and  that  the  question  of  the  payment  for  service  performed  since  the 
time  of  the  American  occupation  of  Vieques  would  be  laid  before  the 
Department. 

EOTJTE   VIEQUES   TO   CTJLEBRA, 

12  kilometers  (7.45  miles)  and  back,  three  times  a  week. 

PRESENT  SCHEDULE. 

Leave  Vieques  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday  at  2  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Culebra  by  4  p.  m. ; 

Leave  Culebra  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  at  4  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Vieques  by  7  a.  m. 

Six  hundred  dollars  ($600)  per  annum  was  assigned  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  the  expense  for  this  service. 

The  carrier,  Pedro  Marques,  has  forwarded  a  statement,  however,  to 
the  effect  that  he  receives  $49.16  per  month  for  his  service,  which  would 
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be  at  the  rate  of  $589.92  per  annum.  He  also  states  that  he  receives 
$16  per  month  for  services  between  Oulebra  andOulebrita,  but  it  is  not 
known  by  whom  this  sum  is  paid,  since  it  does  not  appear  that  it  was 
provided  for  by  the  Government. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Government  gives  Oulebra  and  Oulebrita 
as  post-oflfices,  but  the  committee  has  no  information  as  to  any  postal 
business  having  been  done  at  those  offices  or  as  to  the  salaries  of  the 
postmasters. 

This  completes  the  account  of  the  land  and  water  routes  of  the  island. 

There  were  a  number  of  offices  which  were  not  located  on  any  route 
under  contract,  but  which  were  authorized  to  receive  supplies  from 
designated  offices  on  regular  routes.  This  service  was  not  paid  for  by 
the  general  administration,  but  by  the  local  authorities,  usually  at  the 
rate  of  $15  to  $20  per  month. 

A  statement  is  herewith  given  of  these  offices  and  recommendations 
made  as  to  their  future  supply. 

Oatano  is  authorized  to  receive  supplies  from  Bayamon,  7  kilometers 
(4.42  miles)  distant.  The  postal  receipts  for  the  year  ended  Decem- 
ber 31, 1897,  were  $23.20,  and  the  salary  of  the  postmaster  was  $75  per 
annum.  This  office  is  situated  at  the  end  of  a  spur  track  of  the  railroad 
and  is  connected  with  San  Juan  by  ferry,  a  distance  of  about  0.75  of  a 
mile.  It  is  suggested  that  this  office  be  given  special  supply  from  San 
Juan  pending  further  returns  of  business. 

Toa-Alta  is  8  kilometers  (4.96  miles)  from  Bayamon,  and  Naranjito 
is  12  kilometers  (7.45  miles)  from  Toa-Alta.  Both  offices  are  supplied 
from  Bayamon. 

Postal  business  at  Toa-Alta  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 1897, 
$245.57;  telegraphic  business  for  the  same  period,  $184.80.  The  post 
master's  salary  was  $500  per  annum. 

The  postal  business  at  Naranjito  was  $114.84.  There  was  no  tele- 
graphic business.  The  salary  of  the  postmaster  at  this  office  was  $75 
per  annum.  A  route  is  recommended  from  Bayamon  via  Toa-Alta  to 
Xaranjito,  20  kilometers  (12.41  miles)  and  back  seven  times  a  week 
under  the  following  schedule : 

Leave  Bayamdn  daily  at  8  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Naranjito  at  11  a.  m. ; 
Leave  Naranjito  daily  at  12  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Bayamdn  by  3  p.  m. 

Vega-Alta  is  7  kilometers  (4.42  miles)  from  VegaBaja,  and  Oorozal 
is  6.50  kilometers  (4.03  miles)  from  Vega-Alta,  and  Morovis  is 
8  kilometers  (4.96  miles)  from  Oorozal,  the  three  offices  being  sup- 
plied from  VegaBaja.  The  postal  business  at  Vega-Alta  was  $216.52. 
for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1897;  there  was  no  telegraphic 
business.  The  postmaster's  salary  was  $110.  The  postal  business  at 
Oorozal  was  $128.71,  and  the  telegraph  business  $171.74.  The  post- 
master's salary  was  $500  per  annum,  with  $180  for  clerk  hire  and  $192 
for  rent.  The  postal  business  at  Morovis  was  $57.87,  and  the  tele- 
graph business  $234.48.  The  postmaster's  salary  was  $500  per  annum, 
with  $180  for  clerk  hire. 

We  recommend  a  route  from  VegaBaja  via  Vega-Alta  and  Oorozal 
to  Morovis,  21.50  kilometers  (13.41  miles)  and  back,  seven  times  a  week, 
under  the  following  schedule: 

Leave  Vega-Baja  daily  at  8.30  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Mordvis  by  12.30  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Mordvis  daily  at  1.30  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Vega-Baja  by  4.30  p.  m. 
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Florida  is  an  office  near  Barceloneta,  in  a  southerly  direction;  dis- 
tance not  known.  There  is  no  report  of  any  business  done  at  this  office, 
but  the  postmaster's  salary  is  stated  to  be  $75  per  annum. 

It  is  recommended  that  Florida  be  given  special  supply  from  Barce- 
loneta pending  returns  of  business. 

Guaynabo  is  an  office  in  a  southeasterly  direction  from  Bayamon ;  dis- 
tance not  known.  There  are  no  returns  of  business,  but  the  post- 
master's salary  is  $75  per  annum.  It  is  recommended  that  this  office 
be  given  special  supply  from  Bayam6n  pending  returns  of  business. 

Trujillo-Alto  is  an  office  authorized  to  receive  supply  from  Eio 
Piedras.  The  postal  business  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 1897, 
amounted  to  $49.56.  There  was  no  telegraphic  business.  The  postmas- 
ter's salary  was  $75  per  annum.  It  is  four  kilometers  (2.58  miles)  from 
Carolina,  over  a  fair  road,  and  it  is  recommended  that  it  be  given 
special  supply  from  Carolina  pending  better  returns  of  business. 

Loiza  receives  supply  from  Canovanas,  8  kilometers  (4.97  miles)  south, 
over  a  fair  road.  The  postal  business  for  the  year  ended  December 
31, 1897,  was  $86.32.  There, was  no  telegraphic  business.  The  post- 
master's salary  was  $75  per  annum. 

It  is  recommended  that  a  route  be  established  from  Loiza  to  Cano- 
vanas, as  follows : 

Leave  Loiza  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  10  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Canovanas  by  11.30  a.  m. ; 
Leave  Can6vanaB  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  12.30  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Loiza  by  2  p.  m. 

San  Lorenzo  is  10  kilometers  (6.21  miles)  from  O^guas,  from  which 
point  it  receives  supplies.  The  road  is  very  bad.  The  postal  business 
at  San  Lorenzo  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 1897,  amounted  to 
$153.54,  aud  the  telegraphic  business  $255.21.  The  postmaster's  salary 
was  $500  per  annum,  with  an  allowance  of  $180  for  clerk  hire. 

We  recommend  a  route  from  O^guas  to  San  Lorenzo  and  back  daily, 
under  the  following  schedule: 

Leave  C^guas  daily  at  10  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  San  Lorenzo  by  12  m. ; 
Leave  San  Lorenzo  daily  at  1  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  CSgnaa  by  3  p.  m. 

Aguas-Buenas  was  authorized  to  receive  supplies  from  Cdguas. 
The  postal  business  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1897,  amounted 
to  $344.06,  and  the  telegraphic  business  $308.28.  The  postmaster's 
salary  was  $500  per  annum,  with  an  allowance  of  $180  for  clerk  hire 
and  $240  for  rent. 

Comerio  was  authorized  to  receive  supplies  from  Aibonito. 

The  postal  business  at  this  office  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 
1897,  amounted  to  $276.05,  and  the  telegraphic  business  $308.50.  The 
postmaster's  salary  was  $500  per  annum,  with  an  allowance  of  $180  for 
clerk  hire  and  $264  for  rent. 

Aguas-Buenas  is  9  kilometers  (5.58  miles)  and  Comerio  is  10  kilo- 
meters (6.21  miles)  from  Aguas-Buenas. 

We  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  route  from  C4guas,  via  Aguas- 
Buenas,  to  Comerio,  19  kilometers  (11.79  miles),  and  back,  seven  times  a 
week,  under  the  following  schedule : 

Leave  CSguas  daily  at  10  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Comerfo  by  12.30  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Comerio  daily  at  1.30  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Cdguas  by  4  p.  m. 
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The  road  is  in  fair  condition,  a  portion  of  it  between  Odguas  and 
Aguas-Buenas  being  macadamized. 

Cidra  was  authorized  to  receive  supplies  from  Odguas.  The  postal 
business  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 1897,  amounted  to  $74.79. 
There  was  no  telegraphic  business.  The  postmaster's  salary  was  $500 
per  annum,  with  an  allowance  of  $180  for  clerk  hire.  It  is  evident  that 
Cidra  has  decreased  in  importance  as  a  post-ofiflce,  and  that  it  should 
have  been  reclassified.  It  is  located  in  a  very  fertile  and  productive 
country  in  the  La  Plata  Valley. 

We  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  route  from  Oayey  to  Cidra,  8 
kilometers  (4.97  miles),  six  times  a  week,  under  the  following  schedule : 

Leave  Cayey  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  2  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Cidra  hy  3  p.m.; 

Leave  Cidra  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  10.30  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Cayey  liy  12  midnight. 

The  road  is  fair,  but  upgrade  to  Cayey. 

Barranquitas  was  authorized  to  receive  supply  from  Aibonito,  8  kilo- 
meters (4.97  miles)  distant. 

The  postal  business  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 1897,  was  $97.78, 
and  the  telegraphic  business  $205.07.  The  postmaster's  salary  was 
$500  per  annum,  with  an  allowance  of  $180  for  clerk  hire. 

Barros  was  authorized  to  receive  supply  from  Aibonito.  It  is  12 
kilometers  (7.45  miles)  from  Barranquitas. 

The  postal  business  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1897,  was 
$245.45,  and  the  telegraphic  business  $386.19.  The  postmaster's 
salary  was  $500  per  annum,  with  an  allowance  of  $180  for  clerk  hire. 

We  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  route  from  Aibonito  via  Bar- 
ranquitas to  Barros,  20  kilometers  (12,42  miles),  seven  times  a  week, 
under  the  following  schedule: 

Leave  Aibonito  daily  at  3  p.  ni. ; 
Arrive  at  Barranquitas  by  7  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Barranquitas  daily  at  7  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Aibonito  by  11  a.  m. 

Villalba  Arriba  was  authorized  to  receive  supply  from  Juana  Diaz, 
distance  10  kilometers  (6.21  miles).  It  is  in  a  northeast  direction  from 
Juana  Diaz. 

The  postal  business  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 1897,  was  $68.10, 
and  the  postmaster's  salary  $75  per  annum. 

We  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  route  from  Juana  Diaz  to 
Villalba  Arriba,  six  times  a  week,  under  the  following  schedule: 

Leave  Juana  Diaz  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  8  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Villalba  Arriba  by  10  a.  m. ; 
Leave  Villalba  Arriba  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  11  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Juana  Diaz  by  1  p.  m. 

Penuelas  was  authorized  to  receive  supply  from  Tallaboa,  5  kilometers 
(3.10  miles)  distant.  The  postal  business  for  the  year  ended  December 
31, 1897,  was  $215.58,  and  the  telegraphic  business  $219.59,  The  post- 
master's salary  was  $"iOO  per  annum,  with  an  allowance  of  $180  for 
clerk  hire  and  $120  for  rent. 

We  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  route  from  Penuelas  to  Talla- 
boa, seven  times  a  week,  under  the  following  schedule : 

Leave  Penuelas  daily  at  6.30  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Tallaboa  by  7.15  a.  m. ; 
Leave  Tallaboa  daily  at  5.30  p.  m.; 
Arrive  at  Penuelas  by  6.15  p.  m. 
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Guanica  was  authorized  to  receive  supply  from  Tauco,  7  kilometers 
(4.35  miles)  distant. 

The  postal  business  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1897,  was 
$64.98.  There  was  no  telegraphic  business.  The  postmaster's  salary 
was  $75  per  annum. 

We  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Gtianica  to 
Tauco,  six  times  a  week,  under  the  following  schedule : 

Leave  Guanica  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  4.45  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Yauco  by  5.45  p.  m. ; 
Leave  Yauco  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  6.30  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Giianica  by  7.30  p.  m. 

A  company  of  United  States  engineers  is  located  at  this  point, 
which  is  the  port  of  Yauco. 

Lajas  was  authorized  to  receive  supply  from  San  German,  7  kilo- 
meters (4..S4  miles)  distant,  in  a  northerly  direction.  The  postal  busi- 
ness for  the  year  ended  December  31 ,  1897,  was  $82.25.  There  was  no 
telegraphic  business.    The  postmaster's  salary  was  $75  per  annum. 

We  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  route  from  San  German  to 
Lajas  on  the  following  schedule : 

Leave  San  German  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  6  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Lajas  by  7  a.  m. ; 
Leave  Laj  as  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  8  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  San  German  by  9  a.  m. 

Hormigueros  was  authorized  to  receive  supply  from  Mayagtiez,  9 
kilometers  (5.58  miles)  distant.  The  postal  business  for  the  year  ended 
December  31, 1897,  was  $43.52  per  annum.  It  was  not  a  telegraphic 
office.    The  postmaster's  salary  was  $75  per  annum. 

We  recommend  that  Hormigueros  be  given  special  supply  from  Maya- 
giiez  pending  the  showing  of  a  better  postal  business. 

Maricao  was  authorized  to  receive  supply  from  Mayagtiez,  15  kilo- 
meters (9.32  miles)  distant,  in  a  westerly  direction.  The  postal  business 
for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1897,  was  $277.45,  and  the  telegraphic 
business,  $583.20.  The  postmaster's  salary  was  $500  per  annum,  with 
an  allowance  of  $180  for  clerk  hire. 

We  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  route  from  Mayagiiez  to  Mari- 
cao, seven  times  a  week,  on  the  following  schedule : 

Leave  Mayagiiez  daily  at  7  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Maricao  by  1^)  a.  m. ; 
Leave  Maricao  daily  at  3  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Mayagiiez  by  6  p.  m. 

This  town  is  located  in  the  midst  of  a  fine  coffee-producing  country. 

Las  Marias  was  authorized  to  receive  supjjly  from  Mayagiiez,  20  kilo- 
meters (12.42  miles)  distant,  in  a  northwesterly  direction.  It  is  located 
in  a  fine  coffee  section. 

The  postal  business  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1897,  was 
$216.12,  and  the  telegraph  business,  $318.52.  The  postmaster's  salary 
was  $500  per  annum. 

We  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  route  from  Mayagiiez  to  Las 
Marias,  daily,  on  the  following  schedule: 

Leave  Mayagiiez  daily  at  7  a.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Las  Marias  by  11  a.  m. ; 
Leave  Las  Marias  daily  at  1  p.  m. ; 
Arrive  at  Mayagiiez  by  5  p.  m. 

This  road  is  very  good  as  far  as  the  Marias  Eiver,  but  beyond  that 
point  it  is  mountainous  and  very  bad.  The  country  produces  coffee 
and  tobacco. 
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Aldea  Sanz  was  authorized  to  receive  supply  from  Mayagiiez.  It  is 
situated  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  but  the  exact  distance  is  not 
known.  The  postal  business  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 1897, 
was  $23.65,  and  the  postmaster's  salary  $75  per  annum. 

We  recommend  that  it  be  given  a  special  supply  until  sufiBcient  busi- 
ness is  developed  to  justify  a  regular  route. 

Consideration  of  the  business  transacted  at  many  of  these  offices 
makes  it  doubtful  whether  service  should  be  provided  for  every  day  of 
the  week,  but  as  service  has  generally  been  furnished  on  Sunday, 
whether  paid  for  by  the  government  or  by  the  municipal  authorities, 
that  frequency  has  been  accepted  by  this  committee,  and  is  submitted 
on  that  basis.  It  is  to  be  determined  by  the  Department  whether  this 
frequency  shall  be  coutinued  or  the  routes  established  on  a  basis  which 
will  abandon  the  Sunday  service,  except  on  the  few  regular  contract 
routes  now  in  operation,  and  leave  the  question  of  Sanday  service  open, 
and  where  needed  to  be  petitioned  for  as  would  be  required  for  any 
new  service.  It  is  to  be  said,  in  passing,  that  the  receipt  of  Sunday 
mails  at  an  of&ce  does  not  compel  the  observance  of  the  usual  week- 
day oflSce  hours,  as  a  limited  number  of  hours  will  accommodate  the 
business  and  private  interests. 

The  character  of  the  roads  in  Porto  Eico  and  the  heavy  rains  which 
prevail  for  one-half  of  each  year  render  travel  both  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous, and  the  regular  connection  of  mail  routes  practically  an  impos- 
sibility. The  principal  towns  are  located  on  the  coast  and  the  most 
feasible  means  of  communication  is  by  water.  No  regular  lines  of  coast 
steamers  are  maintained  at  the  present  time,  but  it  is  our  opinion  that 
an  endeavor  should  be  made  to  secure  such  facilities,  and  we  are  confi- 
dent that  the  advertisement  for  bids  for  the  performance  of  mail  service 
around  the  island  by  steamboat  will  be  met  by  suitable  proposals. 

The  distance  from  San  Juan  to  Ponce,  the  two  principal  towns,  is 
about  140  miles  around  either  end  of  the  island,  and  can  be  made  in 
one  day  by  a  suitable  steamer  of  10  knots  per  hour,  stopping  at  the 
principal  towns.  A  trip  around  the  entire  island  can  be  made  by  one 
steamer  three  times  per  week,  the  route  to  be  stated  from  San  Juan, 
via  Arecibo,  Aguadilla,  Mayagiiez,  Ponce,  Arroyo,  Punta  de  Santiago, 
Playa-Naguabo,  Isla  de  Vieques,  Pajardo,  and  Luquillo,  to  San  Juan, 
three  times  per  week,  distance  about  290  miles,  on  the  following  schedule : 

Leave  San  Juau  Monday  and  Friday,  via 'Mayagiiez,  at  6  a.  m. ; 
Leave  Ponce  Tuesday  and  Saturday,  via  Mayagiiez,  at  6  a.  m. 
Leave  San  Juan  Wednesday,  via  Fajardo,  at  6  a.  m. ; 
Leave  Ponce  Thursday,  via  Fajardo,  at  6  a.  m. 

It  being  impracticable  to  come  to  a  dock  at  any  of  the  above  ports,  a 
requirement  should  be  inserted  that  the  contractor  shall  receive  and 
deliver  the  mails  on  shore.  It  is  believed  that  such  a  service  will  sup- 
plement the  star  service  and  make  it  possible  to  rearrange  it  on  a 
more  economical  basis.  While  the  committee  does  not  specifically 
recommend  the  establishment  of  the  steamboat  service,  these  facts  are 
submitted  for  the  information  and  consideration  of  the  Department. 

The  information  obtained  by  the  committee  as  to  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  for  the  entire  service  in  Porto  Rico  is  both  interesting 
and  instructive.  The  total  revenues  of  both  telegraphic  and  postal 
services  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 1897,  were  $197,083.01,  and 
the  expenses  $286,620,  leaving  a  deficit  of  $89,536.99,  or  31  per  cent. 
The  salaries  of  postmasters  and  allowances  for  clerks  amounted  to 
$108,340  per  annum,  or  38  per  cent  of  the  expenses;  the  star-route 
service  to  $33,670,  or  12  per  cent  of  the  expenses ;  the  transatlantic 
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and  intercolonial  mail  service  to  $79,406,  or  28  per  cent  of  the 
expenses.  The  Sau  Juan  office  furnished  $76,994.60,  or  39  per  cent  of 
the  revenue,  and  cost  $23,690,  or  8  per  cent  of  the  expenses. 

The  second  following  table  gives  the  diiferent  items  in  detail,  and 
is  preceded  by  a  table  showing  total  receipts  and  expenses  of  each 
office  on  the  island. 


Eeceipts. 

No.  of 
clerks. 

Total  ex- 

Office. 

Postal. 

Tele- 
graphic. 

Total. 

pense  of 
office 

$210.30 

70.96 

1,  824.  39 

344. 96 

368. 17 

23.63 

398.  30 

5,  716.  35 

563.  97 

209. 10 

97.78 

245.  42 

503.  03 

609.  58 

1,180.56 

425.34 

92.72 

307.53 

23.20 

1,055.14 

80.40 

246. 42 

$919. 79 

$1, 130.  09 
70.69 

4, 423. 43 
652.  34 

1,  089.  70 
23.63 
604.  26 

9, 077.  81 

1,416.71 
620.  64 
302.  85 
631.61 
962.  05 
977. 70 

1,  511.  00 

1, 136. 78 

154.  48 

666.  07 

23.20 

1,737.38 
319.93 
532.02 

1 

3 

1 
1 

i 

3 

2 

i' 

1 
1 

1 

3 
1 

i' 

i 

i' 

$680. 00 

110. 00 

2,  598.  04 
308.  28 
721.  63 

3, 880. 00 
920. 00 

930. 00 

75.00 

315.  96 

3,361.46 

852.  74 

411.  44 

205.07 

386. 19 

459.  02 

470. 12 

1,  330. 44 

711. « 

61.76 

368.  64 

680.  00 

366.  00 

2, 098.  00 

500.  00 

680.  00 

680. 00 

1,  230.  00 

680. 00 

2, 430. 00 

1,  870. 00 

500.  00 

920.00 

75.00 

682.  24 
239.53 
275.  60 

1,326.00 

Ceiba      

500. 00 

dales 

680.  00 

Cialitos                                                        

75.00 

74.79 

1, 107.  80 

226.05 

128.  71 

73.87 

74.79 

2,575.68 

534.  55 

300.  36 

73.87 

1 
1 
1 
1 

680. 00 

1,467.78 
308. 50 
171.64 

680. 00 

944.00 

872.00 

75.00 

98.59 
1, 171. 51 

98.59 
2, 266.  74 

i' 

75.00 

1,095.23 

2,098.00 

76.00 

64.98 

26.92 

2,107.24 

291.66 

64.98 

26.92 

4,860.07 

703. 57 

i 

75.00 

75.00 

2,  '762. 83 
411.61 

2, 098. 00 

680.00 

146.  06 

94.36 

43.52 

3,256.64 

196.91 

264. 61 

269.  42 

680. 16 

173.  71' 

82.25 

216. 12 

168.  52 

1,  218.  70 

88.39 

160.07 

1,184.82 

277.45 

257.  58 

146. 06 

94.36 

43.62 

5,  906. 42 

394.33 

264.  61 

269. 42 

1,  291.  68 

510.  02 

82.25 

634.64 

417.  53 

2, 319.  74 

88.39 

380.  81 

1,  994. 16 

960.66 

693. 41 

5' 

i 

1 

i 

1 
1 

i' 

1 
1 
1 

110.  00 

TTatillo                              

110.00 

76.00 

2,649.78 
197. 42 

6, 100,  00 

500. 00 

110.00 

76.00 

611.52 
336.31 

630.  00 

680.00 

75.00 

318.  52 

249. 01 

1, 101.  04 

680.  00 

680. 00 

680.00 

75.  00 

220.74 
709.  33 
583.  20 
335.83 

680.  00 

1,420.00 

680.  00 

680.00 

75.00 

5,  829.  45 

51.32 

57.81 

322. 57 

114.  84 

604.  21 

216.  58 

8,  210. 11 

205. 10 

3,547.77 

7,  061. 80 

231.66 

263.  38 

68.08 

3,  968.  22 

9, 797.  67 

51.32 

292.  29 

737.99 

114.84 

1, 104.  21 

435. 17 

13,605.43 

205. 10 

6,  932.  23 

12,  931. 28 

231.  66 

858. 02 

68.08 

9 

i' 

1 

i' 

1 
2 

2' 

10 

i' 

10, 735.  OC 

75.00 

234.  48 
416.42 

680.00 

680. 00 

75.00 

500.00 

219. 59 

5,  455.  32 

"'h'Ss'i.'ii' 

5,869.48 

680.  00 

800.  00 

2, 230.  00 

110.  00 

2,  695. 00 

10,560.00 

110.  00 

604.64 

680.  00 

Kincfin 

110.00 
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Eeoeipts. 

No.  of 
clerks. 

Total  ex. 

Office. 

Postal. 

Tele- 
graphic. 

TotaJ. 

pense  of 
office. 

Rio  G-rande 

$244.  60 

530.  03 

264.91 

198.01 

1,291.92 

31,803.36 

153.54 

393.35 

249.  65 

392.  55 

40.46 

254.57 

88.74 

49.56 

1,183.62 

216.  52 

274. 00 

68.10 

816.48 

1,817.09 

$219. 29 
345.77 
412. 80 
262.  09 
761. 20 
45,191.24 
255.  21 
689.80 
317.94 
189.75 

$463. 89 

875.80 

677.  71 

460. 10 

2,  053. 12 

76,  994. 60 

408.75 

1,  082. 15 

677.59 

582.  30 

40.46 

439.  37 

88.74 

49.56 

2,674.46 

216.52 

1,  058.  78 

68.10 

1,  563.  63 

3,186.64 

1 
2 

1 
1 
2 
31 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2' 

i' 

i' 

2 

$680.00 
2, 204. 00 

EioPiedras   

SAbana  Grande 

San  German 

2,098100 

24,  370. 00 

680  00 

San  Lorenzo 

Santa  Isabel 

680  00 

Tallaboa 

75  00 

Toa-Alta 

184  80 

Toa-Paja 

75  00 

Trnjillo-Alto 

Xltnado 

1,490.83 

2,230.00 

Veea-Paja 

784.78 

680  00 

747. 15 
1,  369.  65 

95,000.92 

102,  082.  09 

197, 083. 01 

222 

120,234.00 

SUMMARY. 

Total  expenses  of  the  postal  and  telegraphic  service  in  Porto  Bico. 

General  administration : 

Salaries $13,330.00 

Rent 1,380.00 

Postmasters  and  clerks'  salaries 108,340.09 

Rent  of  post-offices 7, 859. 00 

Railroad  messengers  (6  at  $500) 1 3,000.00 

Mail  messengers  (depots  to  post-offices) 4,035.00 

Star-ronte  contractors 33,670.00 

Maritime  contractors  (to  Vi6quesand  Cnlebra) 1,500.00 

Transatlantic  mail  service 67,406.  00 

Intercolonial  mail  service  (Cuba,  San  Bomingo,  and  Porto  Rico) 12, 000. 00 

Material,  etc 24,000.00 

Mounted  linemen  (33  at  $300) 9,900.00 

Universal  Postal  Union  expenses 200.00 

Total  expense 286,620.00 

Total  revenue — 

Postal $96,000.92 

Telegraphic 102,082.09 

197, 083. 01 

Deficit 89,536.99 


We  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  chief  postal  supervisor,  or 
with  some  such  distinguishing  title,  with  a  suitable  number  of  assist- 
ants, inspectors,  and  clerks,  and  suggest  that  the  following  organiza- 
tion will  accomplish  the  desired  results : 

One  chief  postal  supervisor,  with  a  salary  of  $2,500  per  annum,  and 
allowance  of  actual  and  necessary  traveling  expenses. 

This  officer,  it  is  intended,  will  be  the  direct  representative  on  the 
island  of  the  Postmaster-General,  possessing,  so  far  as  the  postal  serv- 
ice on  the  island  is  concerned,  the  same  authority  as  is  now  vested  by 
law  in  the  assistant  postmasters-general  of  the  present  organization  of 
tbe  Post-Offlce  Department. 

One  chief  clerk  to  the  chief  postal  supervisor,  with  a  salary  of  $1,800 
per  annum. 

One  bonded  clerk,  with  a  salary  of  $1,200  per  annum,  who  shall  act 
as  postal  card  and  postage  stamp  agent. 

One  stenographer,  with  a  salary  of  $1,000  per  annum. 

One  post-office  inspector,  with  a  salary  of  $1,600  per  annum  and  a 
per  diem  allowance  of  $3  for  actual  and  necessary  traveling  expenses, 
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for  mail  depredations,  and  inspection  of  post-ofQces,  and  contract 
mail  service. 

One  messenger,  with  a  salary  of  $720  per  annum. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  all  of  these  ofiBcers  and  clerks  should  be 
conversant  with  the  Spanish  language. 

It  is  suggested  further  that  there  be  appointed  for  duty  at  the  postal 
headquarters  at  San  Juan  a  clerk  of  the  office  of  the  Auditor  for  the 
PostOfi&ce  Department,  with  a  salary  of  $1,600  per  annum,  for  the 
preliminary  examination  of  postal  and  money-order  accounts,  as  well 
as  the  verification  of  mail  contractors'  accounts,  as  certified  to  by  the 
Ohief  Postal  Supervisor,  thus  furnishing  an  additional  check  against 
the  possibility  of  error. 

The  committee  recommends  the  establishment  of  post-offices  at  such 
points  as  they  were  located  under  the  Spanish  administration. 

In  some  places  the  records  show  that  post-offices  were  in  existence 
under  the  Spanish  regime  which  could  be  maintained  only  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  telegraph  service  was  operated  in  connection  with  the 
postal  service,  the  two  services  combined  making  it  possible  to  employ 
persons  at  reasonable  salaries  to  perform  the  duties. 

The  same  rules  which  govern  the  establishment  of  post-offlces  in  the 
United  States  should  govern  the  establishment  of  proposed  new  offices 
in  Porto  Kico  which  may  hereafter  be  applied  for.  It  will  be  necessary, 
especially  at  the  larger  offices,  viz :  San  Juan,  Ponce,  Mayagiiez,  Agua- 
dilla,  Arecibo,  Guayama,  and  Humacao,  to  have  Americans  as  post- 
masters, but,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  suitable  natives  should 
be  appointed  as  clerks  in  such  offices  and  postmasters  in  the  smaller 
offices,  and  no  one  should  be  considered  suitable  unless  he  can  read 
and  write  the  English  language  and  is  possessed  of  sufficient  intelli- 
gence to  enable  him  to  perform  his  duties  without  the  constant  assist- 
ance of  an  American. 

We  recommend  that  the  same  rules  governing  the  appointment  and 
pay  of  postmasters  as  are  in  vogue  at  the  present  time  in  the  Depart- 
ment be  applied  to  the  appointment  and  pay  of  postmasters  in  Porto 
Eico,  with  this  addition — that  the  bond  executed  by  the  postmasters 
should  be  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Department, 
upon  which  the  commission  will  issue,  the  other  to  be  filed  with  the 
chief  postal  supervisor  of  the  island.  All  bonds,  before  being  sent  to 
Washington  should  be  approved  by  him  as  to  the  character  and  finan- 
cial responsibility  of  the  bondsmen,  and  he  should  be  empowered  by  law 
to  take  legal  steps  at  once  upon  the  bond  in  the  event  of  any  prospec- 
tive loss  to  the  Government  by  reason  of  defalcation  of  or  sudden  finan- 
cial reverses  to  either  or  both  of  the  bondsmen,  so  as  to  fully  protect 
the  Department.  In  case  of  the  necessity  for  the  execution  of  a  new 
bond,  by  reason  of  the  death  of  or  sudden  financial  reverses  to  any  of 
the  sureties,  he  should  be  empowered  to  require  new  bonds  to  be  exe- 
cuted in  due  form,  and  should  forward  a  copy  of  them  to  the  Department. 

Another  reason  which  makes  this  course  essential  is  that  it  enables  the 
chief  postal  supervisor  to  be  advised  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  bond  to 
cover  the  amount  of  business  done  at  each  office.  That  officer  should  also 
be  advised  of  all  establishments,  discontinuances,  etc.,  of  post-offices, 
and  should  be  consulted  relative  to  all  matters  of  that  character. 

Porto  Rico  is  an  island  situated  1,250  miles  from  the  nearest  port  in 
the  United  States,  and  1,400  miles  from  New  York,  It  is  now  con- 
nected with  this  country  by  a  line  of  War  Department  transports,  with 
sailings  arranged  from  New  York  direct  to  San  Juan,  sailing  time 
about  five  days ;  but,  returning,  these  steamers  go  via  Cuba,  making  the 
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time  from  any  port  of  the  island  to  New  York  ten  to  twelve  days.  It 
is  also  connected  by  a  merchant  line  (the  Eed  "D"  Line)  of  twice-a- 
month  service,  with  alternate  landings  at  San  Juan  and  Ponce. 

When  affairs  in  the  island  shall  have  again  returned  to  their  normal 
condition,  it  is  very  improbable  that  there  will  be  any  greater  fre- 
quency of  .steamship  service  than  twice  a  month,  thus  rendering  the 
means  of  communication  between  the  United  States  and  the  island 
slow  and  liable  to  interruptions  of  considerable  duration. 

This  consideration,  together  with  the  facts  that  the  people  of  the 
island  speak  no  other  language  than  Spanish  and  are  extremely  poor, 
has  led  your  committee  to  form  tlie  conclusion  that  the  postal  service 
of  the  island  should,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  administered  by  a  corps 
of  clerks  located  at  San  Juan,  the  capital. 

Under  the  Spanish  system  the  mail  contractors  were  paid  monthly 
through  the  custom  house  for  their  services,  it  being  required  that  they 
should  present  bills  for  their  services  which  had  been  approved  by  one 
of  the  alcaldes  of  the  terminal  ofl&ces  of  the  route  on  which  the  service 
was  performed. 

All  the  revenues  of  the  postal  service  were  received  by  the  custom- 
house, and  all  salaries  and  other  expenses  incident  to  the  service  were 
paid  by  that  branch  of  the  Government. 

In  the  administration  of  the  service  in  this  country  all  direct 
expenses  of  the  post  offices  are  paid  from  the  revenues  of  each  separate 
post-ofiice,  mail  contractors  only  being  paid  by  warrant  on  the  treasury. 

In  Porto  Eico  it  should  be  the  aim  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  serv- 
ice direct  from  the  revenues  of  the  post-oflBces,  and,  to  enable  this  to 
be  done,  it  will  be  necessary  that  certain  changes  be  made  in  the  sys- 
tem to  meet  the  different  conditions  caused  by  the  distance  from  this 
country,  the  infrequent  communication,  the  difference  of  language,  and 
the  extreme  poverty  of  the  laboring  classes. 

The  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  system  should  be  devised 
under  which  payments  to  mail  carriers  for  service  performed  should  be 
made  monthly,  or  as  frequently  as  salaries  are  paid  to  ofiScials  and 
clerks,  the  necessities  of  the  first-named  class  being  more  immediate 
than  those  of  the  latter  class. 

.It  is  our  opinion  that  the  postmasters  at  San  Juan  and  Ponce  should 
be  instructed  to  pay  the  bills  for  mail  service  performed  upon  the  dif- 
ferent routes  on  the  certificates  of  the  postmasters  at  the  terminal 
offices  that  the  service  was  properly  performed,  when  such  certificates 
have  been  examined  and  found  correct  and  certified  to  by  the  chief 
postal  supervisor,  the  accounts  for  such  payments  to  be  audited  in  the 
same  manner  as  at  present  provided  for  all  other  such  accounts  before 
being  paid  by  the  branch  of  the  Auditor's  Office  for  the  Post-Ofifice 
Department  at  San  Juan. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  surplus  revenues  of  each  office  of  the 
island  be  deposited  with  the  postmasters  at  San  Juan  and  Ponce,  but, 
as  the  surplus  revenues  will  not  furnish  sufficient  funds  for  the  pay- 
ment of  mail  messengers  and  contractors,  it  will  be  necessary  that  a 
sum  sufficient  to  cover  the  amount  of  the  probable  disbursements  at 
San  Juan  and  Ponce  be  deposited  at  the  said  oflflces  by  drafts  of  the 
Postmaster-General  drawn  upon  the  request  of  the  Auditor  for  the 
Post-Oflice  Department. 

One  of  the  clerks  provided  for  in  the  above  scheme  of  organization  is 
given  duties  of  a  postal-card  and  postage-stamp  agent,  and  should 
provide  postal  supplies  for  the  whole  island. 
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In  ordering  supplies  from  this  agent  the  postmaster  should  make  the 
order  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to  be  sent  to  the  stamp  division  of  the 
office  of  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  and  the  other  copy  to 
the  stamp  agency  at  San  Juan.  Duplicate  receipts  for  supplies  received 
should  also  be  given  by  the  postmaster  to  the  stamp  division  and  stamp 
agency,  thus  furnishing  a  check  on  the  latter  independent  of  reports 
made  by  him. 

Tliis  agency  can  also  be  utilized  for  the  distribution  of  all  postal  sup- 
plies provided  by  the  division  of  post-office  supplies  of  the  office  of  the 
First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

We  recommend  that  the  registry  system  of  the  United  States  be 
introduced  into  the  island  under  the  present  regulations  in  place  of 
the  system  of  certifying  letters,  which  has  hitherto  been  in  vogue,  and, 
as  the  bulk  of  registered  matter  will  be  exchanged  between  not  more 
than  six  or  seven  offices  of  the  island,  we  recommend  the  establishment 
of  brass-lock  exchanges  between  San  Juan  and  Ponce,  San  Juan  and 
Mayagiiez,  San  Juan  and  Humacao,  Ponce  and  Mayagiiez,  Ponce  and 
Gnayama,  and  between  Guayama  and  Humacao. 

We  also  recommend  the  establishment  and  extension  of  the  money- 
order  system  in  the  island  in  place  of  the  Spanish  system  of  sending  let- 
ters of  declared  value,  and  of  insurance  of  contents  of  letters  of  declared 
value,  at  the  offices  doing  a  yearly  business  of  more  than  $200,  as  shown 
by  the  table  on  pages  7  and  8  of  this  report,  and  recommend  that  offices 
doing  a  yearly  business  of  $1,500  or  more,  as  shown  in  the  said  table, 
be  designated  as  international  money-order  offices. 

We  also  recommend  that  the  free-delivery  system  be  introduced  into 
the  service  of  the  island  wherever  allowable  under  the  existing  law, 
and  that,  in  computing  revenues.  Ponce  and  Playa  de  Ponce  be  consid- 
ered as  one  office,  and  that  MayagtLez  and  Playa  de  Mayagiiez  be 
considered  also  as  one  office. 

As  has  already  been  shown,  a  system  of  delivery  was  furnished  under 
the  Spanish  regime,  the  service  of  which  was  paid  for  by  the  citizens. 
The  Government  paid  the  carriers  a  salary  of  $180  per  annum  for  tlieir 
services  in  delivering  telegrams  and  for  general  work  about  the  office. 
This  system  prevailed  at  a  great  many  of  the  offices  of  the  island,  and 
has  been  permitted  to  continue  wherever  the  question  has  been  bronght 
to  the  attention  of  the  committee,  the  carriers  having  been  required  to 
file  in  the  military  postal  station  a  request  signed  by  the  citizens  to  the 
effect  that  the  carriers  be  permitted  to  continue  to  deliver  mail  matter 
to  them.  We  perceive  no  reason  why  these  carriers  should  not  be  T)er- 
mitted  to  continue  to  deliver  mail  matter  at  offices  where  the  free- 
delivery  service  shall  not  be  introduced. 

We  think  that  the  special-delivery  system  can  be  introduced  into  the 
service  with  satisfactory  results,  and  recommend  that  it  be  done. 

The  private  letter  carriers  can  be  utilized  in  making  these  deliveries, 
or  suitable  special-delivery  messenger  boys  can  be  employed  at  any 
office  at  very  low  wages  as  compared  with  the  scale  prevailing  in  the 
United  States. 

Mail-messenger  service  will  have  to  be  provided  at  the  offices  named 
on  pages  11.  and  12  of  this  report,  points  at  which  it  has  hitherto  been 
maintained,  and  we  suggest  that  at  San  Juan,  Ponce,  and  Mayagiiez 
the  duties  of  the  mail  messenger  be  extended  so  as  to  embrace  the  de- 
livery to  and  from  the  steamship  landings  of  mail  as  often  as  required, 
but  which  would  ordinarily  be  not  oftener  than  once  a  week. 

In  this  connection  we  have  to  state  that  two  proposals  for  service 
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between  Ponce  and  Playa  Ponce,  thirteen  times  a  week,  and  five  pro- 
posals for  service  between  Ponce  and  Yauco,  are  submitted. 

Proposals  for  star  service  have  also  been  received  by  the  committee 
and  are  filed  herewith. 

In  the  table  given  on  pages  7  and  8  of  this  report  is  indicated  the 
rental  paid  for  offices  at  such  places  where  it  was  authorized. 

We  recommend  that  the  question  of  continuing  these  rentals  by 
making  new  leases  be  taken  up  by  the  Department. 

At  San  Juan  a  public  building  was  occupied  by  order  of  General 
Brooke,  for  which  it  is  understood  that  no  rental  is  to  be  paid. 

At  Ponce  a  portion  of  a  building  on  the  Calle  de  la  Marina  has  been 
occupied  by  the  post-ofBce  since  September  17, 1898. 

The  municipality  of  Ponce  has  agreed  to  pay  the  rent,  $50  per  month, 
to  December  31,  1898,  the  lessee  of  the  building  having  further  agreed, 
in  his  agreement  with  the  alcalde,  that  the  Post-Office  Department 
should  have  the  option  of  continuing  to  occupy  the  premises  as  a  post- 
ofQce  at  the  same  rate  from  January  1, 1899,  upon  condition  that  five 
incandescent  electric  lights  which  were  in  the  oflce  be  bought  and  paid 
for  at  the  rate  of  $5  each. 

At  Mayagiiez  three  rooms  were  occupied  in  the  municipality  build- 
ing, after  an  agreement  between  Captain  Buchanan,  the  collector  of 
the  port,  and  the  alcalde  of  the  city,  without  any  understanding  as  to 
what  rental  would  be  charged.  It  is  our  opinion  that  a  rental  of  $25 
per  month  should  be  paid  to  the  city  for  the  rental  of  these  quarters. 

At  Agnadilla  new  quarters  were  occupied  on  the  lower  floor  of  a 
building  situated  directly  on  the  plaza,  very  convenient  to  the  citizens, 
and  much  superior  to  the  building  formerly  occupied.  The  rental 
agreed  upon  was  $17  per  month  from  December  1,1898,  of  which  amount 
$12  per  month  was  considered  to  be  the  proper  proportion  to  be  paid 
by  the  Post-Office  Department,  and  $5  by  the  War  Department,  a  por- 
tion of  the  space  being  occupied  by  the  United  States  Signal  Service 
Corps. 

At  Guayama  the  post-office  occupies  a  building  assigned  for  the 
purpose  by  the  military  commander  of  the  district.  It  is  situated 
directly  on  the  plaza,  and  is  more  convenient  to  the  citizens  than  was 
the  site  formerly  occupied  by  the  Spanish  post-office,  which  was  some 
distance  down  a  side  street,  for  which  a  rental  of  $168  per  annum  was 
allowed  by  the  general  administration. 

The  building  now  occupied  was  formerly  occupied  by  the  Spanish 
military  commander,  so  it  is  understood. 

At  Humacao  the  building  formerly  occupied  by  the  Spanish  post- 
office  and  telegraph  service  was  first  taken  possession  of  by  the  United 
States  Signal  Service,  and  that  portion  of  it  devoted  to  the  uses  of  the 
post-office  is  now  used  by  the  military  postal  station  established  there, 
under  an  agreement  with  a  sergeant  of  the  United  States  Signal 
Service,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  telegraph  service,  by  which  it  is  agreed 
that  the  sum  of  $10  per  month.  United  States  currency,  shall  be  paid 
by  the  Post-Office  Department  to  the  signal  sergeant  for  the  use  of  four 
rooms  in  the  building. 

The  agreement  referred  to  is  herewith  submitted. 

The  sum  assigned  for  rental  at  Humacao  under  the  Spanish  regime 
was  $420  per  annum. 

In  the  cities  of  Yauco,  Cayey,  and  Camuy,  where  military  stations 
have  been  open,  no  changes  have  been  madein  the  amount  of  rental  to 
be  paid,  but  as  the  rental  has  been  reduced  in  other  places  where  an 
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effort  has  been  made,  it  is  believed  that  a  saving  can  be  effected  at 
these  three  places. 

At  Playa  Ponce  the  office  is  in  the  custom-house,  and  no  rental  is 
being  charged. 

The  furniture  and  fixtures  in  the  Spanish  post-offices  were  of  the 
plainest  and  poorest  character,  totally  unfit,  as  we  view  it,  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  intended. 

Special  efforts  have  been  made  to  interest  the  military  authorities  to 
provide  new  outfits  at  such  stations  as  were  opened  up  in  the  cities 
where  garrisous  of  troops  were  maintained;  and  this  could  ordinarily 
be  done  by  carpenters  attached  to  the  quartermaster's  department,  but 
at  Mayagiiez  a  bill  of  $34.50  was  incurred  for  carpenter  work,  which 
was  ordered  by  the  committee  to  be  paid  by  the  postal  agent.  At 
Ponce  the  carpenter  work  had  not  been  completed  at  the  time  of  the 
departure  of  the  committee.  It  was  understood  by  members  of  the 
committee  that  this  work  was  being  done  at  the  order  and  expense  of 
the  military  authorities  of  that  district. 

The  mail  bags  formerly  in  use  were  made  of  jute  and  were  closed  by 
cords  tied  around  the  necks  of  the  bags,  the  knots  of  which  were  sealed 
with  sealing  wax.  Their  quality  was  poor  and  those  coming  under  our 
observation  were  very  much  worn. 

On  the  horseback  routes  two  boxes  covered  with  zinc  were  used,  one 
on  either  side  of  the  horse,  the  carrier  riding  seated  on  a  pad  placed  on 
the  horse's  Ijack  between  the  boxes.  These  boxes  were  locked,  but  the 
carrier  had  the  key  in  his  possession. 

Sufficient  mail  equipment  has  been  received  from  this  country  to  pro- 
vide for  exchanges  of  newspaper  mails  between  the  military  stations, 
but  the  letter  mails  must  still  be  exchanged  in  sealed  bags,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  a  supply  of  keys  has  not  been  received  with  which  to 
supply  each  office. 

We  recommend  that  the  mail  equipment  used  in  this  country,  bags, 
saoks,  locks,  and  keys,  except  that  the  locks  be  made  of  brass,  or  a  non- 
corroding  metal  throughout  instead  of  steel,  be  provided  for  use  in 
Porto  Eico,  and  that  for  the  horseback  routes  the  new  form  of  horse 
mail  bags  made  of  heavy  duck  with  leather  trimmings  be  used.  In 
fact  it  would  be  preferable  that  no  all-leather  pouches  be  fiirnished,  as 
the  cotton  bags  will  give  better  satisfaction  in  that  country  where  the 
rainfalls  are  very  heavy  and  continuous. 

In  regard  to  the  ocean  mail  service  very  little  information  of  value 
could  be  secured,  because  of  the  interruption  caused  by  the  exist- 
ing war. 

The  Spanish  Trans-Atlantic  Company  made  bimonthly  trips  from 
Cadiz,  by  San  Juan,  to  Havana  and  return,  and  another  company,  that 
of  Bamon  Herrera,  performed  bimonthly  service  between  Havana  and 
other  Cuban  ports,  and  Ponce,  Mayagiiez,  and  Aguadilla,  but  the 
service  by  these  two  lines  has  not  been  performed  since  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  in  the  present  war. 

The  general  administration  appropriated  the  sum  of  $12,000  for  the 
intercolonial  service. 

The  French  Trans-Atlantic  Company  has  a  line  of  steamers  sailing 
monthly  from  Havre,  via  St.  Thomas  and  San  Juan,  to  San  Domingo 
and  Jacmel  and  connecting  with  an  annex  steamer  making  monthly 
trips  from  Fort  Pierre,  via  St.  Thomas,  Ponce,  and  Mayagiiez,  to  San 
Domingo  and  Jacmel. 

The  Hamburg- American  Company  had  a  line  of  steamers  which  made 
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bimonthly  trips  between  Hamburg  and  Havana,  touching  at  Mayaguez 
and  Ponce  on  the  first  trip  and  at  Aguadilla,  Mayagilez,  Ponce,  and 
Santiago  de  Cuba  on  the  second  trip. 

For  service  by  mail  steamers  the  general  administration  appropriated 
$67,406  per  annum. 

As  has  already  been  indicated  in  this  report  the  postal  and  tele- 
graphic services  were  under  the  supervision  of  the  same  officials,  and 
the  work  of  both  services  was  performed  by  the  same  employees. 

Tour  committee  has  considered  the  advisability  of  recommending 
that  the  telegraphic  service  be  continued  to  be  performed  in  connection 
with  the  postal  service,  but  has  decided  to  make  no  recommendation 
relative  thereto. 

There  is  no  authority  under  the  existing  law  for  the  conduct  of  tele- 
graph service  by  the  Post-OfQce  Department  in  connection  with  the 
postal  service,  and  to  combine  the  telegraphic  with  the  postal  service 
would  render  necessary  in  every  case  the  appointment  of  skilled  teleg- 
raphers as  post-office  clerks,  which  fact  alone  would  tend  to  greatly 
increase  the  salary  expense  account  without  increasing  the  efficiency  of 
the  postal  service  in  any  degree ;  and  it  is  not  believed,  further,  that 
the  revenues  would  be  increased  sufBcientlj^  to  warrant  the  additional 
expense  of  the  operation  of  the  service. 

The  telegraph  service  is  now  operated  for  military  purposes  by  the 
United  States  Signal  Service,  and  it  can  continue  to  be  so  operated  by 
that  branch  of  the  Army  at  a  much  less  expense  than  would  be  incurred 
by  the  Post-OfQce  Department  in  operating  it.  There  being  no  private 
lines,  the  telegraphic  business  of  the  Army,  most  of  which  is  urgent 
and  does  not  admit  of  the  risk  that  is  necessarily  incurred  when  the 
mails  are  used,  of  making  connection  at  relay  and  connecting  points, 
must  be  done  on  lines  which  can  be  controlled  by  it.  The  transporta- 
tion facilities  which  are  provided  for  an  army,  or  in  connection  with  it, 
furnishes  the  means  of  hauling  supplies,  materials,  workmen,  etc.,  which 
would  be  an  enormous  expense  to  any  other  department. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  the  domestic  rates  of  postage,  2 
cents  per  ounce  for  flrst-class  matter,  etc.,  be  established  between  the 
United  States  and  Porto  Eico,  and  the  continuance  of  that  rate  of  post- 
age between  all  points  in  the  Island,  thus  appljdng  to  Porto  Eico  the 
domestic  rates  of  postage  of  this  country. 

In  this  connection  it  is  well  to  state  that  at  the  present  time  the  rate 
of  exchange  in  the  custom-houses  and  military  postal  stations  is  two 
Porto  Eican  pesos  for  one  dollar,  American,  by  order  of  the  military 
authorities,  so  that  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Porto  Eican  citizen 
he  is  required  to  pay  4  cents  postage  on  first-class  matter  where,  before 
the  war,  he  paid  but  3  cents. 

During  the  war  and  before  the  American  occupation,  in  addition  to 
the  regular  postage,  he  paid  2  cents  postage  as  a  war  tax. 

The  rates  of  exchange  given  by  the  merchants  Varies  throughout  the 
island  from  $1.75  to  $1.40.  The  rates  have  been  steadily  declining, 
owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  demand  for  Porto  Eican  money  with  which  to 
gather  and  move  the  crops,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  Spanish  Govern 
ment  has  declared  the  Porto  Eican  peso  to  be  at  par  with  the  Spanish 
peso. 

The  question  of  the  relative  value  of  the  American  and  Porto  Eican 
money  is  one  which  deserves  immediate  settlement. 

In  its  present  aspect  it  affects  most  injuriously  the  interests  of  the 
American  soldiers  and  civilians  in  the  island,  who  are  compelled  to 
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accept  whatever  rates  the  Porto  Eican  banks  and  merchants  think  fit 
to  offer  for  the  American  money  which  they  have. 

The  custom-houses  and  military  postal  stations  exchange  money  at 
the  rate  of  two  for  one  for  soldiers  and  post-office  employees,  but  not 
enough  Porto  Eican  money  is  received  to  satisfy  the  demand  for  it. 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  speak  of  the  per  diem  allowance  to 
postal  employees  on  the  island,  which  was  fixed  by  you  at  $1.25, 
United  States  currency,  upon  the  report  of  this  committee.  At  the 
time  that  this  rate  was  decided  upon  the  rate  of  exchange  at  San  Juan 
and  Ponce  was  $1.76 ;  at  Guayama  and  Humacao,  $2,  and  at  Mayagiiez, 
$1.60,  while  the  military  postal  statiocs  and  custom-houses  were  able 
to  supply  Porto  Eican  money  at  $2,  but  the  receipts  of  Porto  Eican 
money  have  decreased  at  the  custom-houses  and  military  postal  sta- 
tions, and  the  rates  of  exchange  have  declined  throughout  the  island, 
being  $1.60  for  bank  notes  and  $1.40  for  silver  in  Ponce  at  the  time  of 
our  departure. 

This  fact  has  caused  some  complaint  from  post-of&ce  employees,  but 
the  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  amount  allowed  is  ample  under 
the  present  conditions  for  the  payment  of  the  actual  living  expenses  of 
the  employees;  that  is,  the  cost  of  suitable  shelter  and  proper  food,  and 
recommends  that  no  greater  allowance  be  made  until  the  rate  of  exchange 
shall  have  greatly  decreased  or  disappeared  entirely. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  employ  interpreters  at  various  ofiices. 

Prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  committee  in  Porto  Eico,  W.  F.  Lee  had 
been  employed  as  interpreter  in  Military  Station  No.  1,  Ponce,  at  a  salary 
of  $-10  per  month,  United  States  currency,  and  is  now  performing  efficient 
service  in  the  oiiice,  combining  the  duties  of  general-delivery  clerk  with 
those  of  interpreter. 

He  is  in  every  way  competent,  and  the  committee  recommends  that 
his  compensajtion  be  increased  to  $60  per  month.  United  States  currency. 

Louis  Antonsante  was  employed  as  an  interpreter,  to  take  effect  from 
September  22, 1898,  at  a  salary  of  $30  per  month,  United  States  cur- 
rency, for  duty  in  the  office  at  Arecibo,  with  the  understanding  that 
he  would  also  perform  the  duties  of  a  post-ofBce  clerk.  From  the  date 
of  his  employment  up  to  the  date  of  the  opening  of  the  office  at  Arecibo 
he  performed  service  in  the  office  at  Aguadilla.  He  has  given  good 
satisfaction  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

J,  G.  Lopez  was  employed  as  an  interpreter  for  service  in  the  ofllce 
at  Aguadilla,  with  a  salary  of  $25  per  month,  United  States  currency, 
taking  effect  from  October  5, 1898. 

Tomis  O.  Vera  was  employed  as  an  interpreter  for  service  in  the 
post-office  at  Mayagiiez,  at  a  salary  of  $60  per  month,  United  States 
currency,  from  September  11, 1898. 

He  is  a  well-educated  man  and  has  been  employed  in  the  Mayagiiez 
office  for  many  years.  He  furnishes  good  and  efficient  service.  The 
rate  of  his  compensation  was  stated  so  that  in  United  States  currency 
it  would  be  equal  to  what  he  received  for  his  services  under  the  Spanish 
administration. 

The  committee  arrived  at  Ponce  September  7, 1898,  and  found  the 
oifice  in  operation  in  the  custom  house  at  Playa  Ponce,  with  H.  M,  Eob- 
inson  In  charge,  the  post-office  force  having  arrived  the  latter  part  of 
July  with  General  Brooke's  expedition,  and  the  office  having  been  opened 
August  1, 1898. 

The  office  was  in  good  working  order,  and  the  postal  service  was  being 
as  efficiently  performed  as  was  possible  under  the  circumstances,  the 
Ab.  98 102 
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fixtures  having  been  improvised  in  almost  every  instance,  -while  the 
post-oiHce  equipment  was  inadequate  and  lacking  in  many  respects. 

The  clerical  force  found  in  the  office  at  the  time  of  arrival  was  most 
efflcient,  and  deserves  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  the  work  it  did  and  the 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  successful  ijerformance  of  the  service  which 
it  sought  to  overcome. 

One  fact  which  rendered  the  service  doubly  difficult  was  the  constant 
changing  of  the  stations  of  troops,  the  arrival  of  fresh  troops,  and  the 
return  of  soldiers  on  the  island  to  this  country. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Eobinson,  appointed  clerk  in  charge  at  military  station 
No.  1,  Ponce,  Porto  Eico,  and  designated  afterwards  by  you  as  super- 
intendent of  the  military  stations  in  Porto  Eico,  has  proved  himself  a 
man  of  resources  and  great  executive  ability,  and  has  been  indefatiga- 
ble in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  clerical  force  was  almost  daily 
changed,  owing  to  the  necessity  for  detailing  experienced  clerks  to  offices 
opened  in  newly  acquired  territory,  to  the  sickness  and  return  to  this 
country  of  a  great  many  clerks,  and  to  the  arrival  of  a  great  many 
clerks  by  every  transport,  rendering  it  necessary  to  constantly  instruct 
clerks  in  their  duties,  Mr.  Eobinson  performed  his  duties  in  a  manner 
highly  satisfactory  to  the  military  authorities  and  to  the  citizens  who 
received  their  mail  from  that  office,  and  is  entitled  to  a  great  deal  of 
credit  for  his  work. 

The  other  clerks  now  stationed  on  the  island  are  entitled  to  com- 
mendation for  the  enthusiasm  and  manner  in  which  they  are  performing 
their  work,  with  the  exception  of  those  concerning  whom  special  reports 
have  been  made  to  you. 

At  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  committee  in  Porto  Eico  there  was 
but  one  American  office  in  operation  on  the  island.  Ponce,  while  at  the 
time  of  its  departure  seventeen  offices  were  in  full  operation,  viz: 
Ponce,  Mayagiiez,  Utuado,  Ooamo,  Juana  Diaz,  Playa  Ponce,  Guay- 
ama,  Aguadilla,  Hnmacao,  Vieques,  Fajardo,  Arecibo,  Oayey,  C4guas, 
Aibonito,  and  San  Juan,  opened  in  the  order  named. 

Instructions  were  issued  through  Superintendent  Eobinson  Septem- 
ber 18,  1898,  to  the  postal  agent  at  Mayagiiez  to  employ  Jos6  Benagas 
y  Grotal  as  the  mail  messenger  between  Mayagiiez  and  Aguadilla  at  the 
rate  of  $800  per  annum,  United  States  currency,  to  carry  the  mails  on 
the  railroad  between  Mayagiiez  and  Aguadilla,  and  with  the  under- 
standing that  he  would  provide  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  be- 
tween the  railroad  station  and  the  post-office  at  each  terminus,  and 
that  he  would  perform  whatever  service  should  be  required  of  him  in 
the  Aguadilla  post-office  between  8.30  a.  m.  and  3.30  p.  m. 

Arrangements  were  made  October  12, 1898,  by  Messrs.  Penton  and 
Mooney,  of  the  committee,  in  response  to  telegraphic  instructions  from 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  with  John  Dimas  and  John  de  Ohoudens 
to  perform  service  as  mail  messengers  on  the  railroad  between  San 
Juan  and  Camuy,  alternately  accompanying  the  mails  on  the  railroad, 
and,  when  not  so  engaged,  performing  such  duties  as  were  required  of 
them  in  the  San  Juan  post-office.  The  compensation  of  each  is  at  the 
rate  of  $50  per  month.  United  States  currency.  One  salary  should  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  clerk  hire,  while  the  other  should  be 
charged  to  the  mail-messenger  appropriation. 

Prom  October  18, 1898,  Ventura  Marin  was  employed  as  a  mail  mes- 
senger between  the  station  and  the  post-office  at  San  Juan,  at  a  com- 
pensation of  $25  per  month,  United  States  currency. 
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For  the  permanent  administration  of  tlie  postal  service  of  the  island, 
we  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  tlie  Department  the  question  of 
the  advisability  of  dividing  the  territory  into  seven  sections  or  dis- 
tricts, the  boundaries  of  which  should  correspond  to  the  seven  political 
divisions,  as  they  existed  under  the  Spanish  rc^ginie,  with  one  central 
post-ofiflce,  the  other  offices  within  that  district  to  be  stations  or  sub- 
stations of  the  central  office. 

The  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  charge  of  the  several  stations  should  be 
fixed  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  what  the  commissions  on  cancellations 
would  be  if  computed  in  the  manner  as  is  done  in  the  case  of  the 
fourth-class  offices  of  the  United  States,  said  salaries  to  be  fixed  in 
even  hundreds  of  dollars,  except  in  cases  where  commissions  will  be 
less  than  $100,  when  the  salary  should  be  $50. 

The  salaries  should  be  based  on  the  receipts  for  one  year,  and  should 
be  readjusted  each  year,  commencing  with  July  1,  the  readjusted  salary 
to  be  based  on  the  receipts  for  four  quarters  ended  March  31  of  each 
year. 

The  seven  principal  offices  of  the  island,  viz,  San  Juan,  Arecibo, 
Aguadilla,  Mayagtiez,  Ponce,  Guayama,  and  Humacao,  should  be  made 
Presidential  from  the  time  the  permanent  organization  shall  take  effect. 

In  the  first  district  there  would  be  one  central  office  (San  Juan)  and 
eighteen  stations,  viz:  Bayamon,  Oanovanas,  Carolina,  Oataiio,  Coro- 
zal,  Dorado,  Guaynabo,  Loiza,  Maureye.-s,  Naranjito,  Rio  Grande,  Eio 
Piedras,  Santurce,  Toa-Alta,  Toa-Baja,  Trujillo-Alto,  Yega-Alta,  Vega- 
Baja. 

In  the  second  district,  one  central  office  (Arecibo)  and  eleven  sta- 
tions, viz:  Barceloneta,  Camuy,  Oiales,  Cialitos,  Florida,  Hatillo, 
Jayuya,  Manati,  Mor6vis,  Quebradillas,  Utuado. 

In  the  third  district,  one  central  office  (Aguadilla)  and  six  stations, 
viz :  Aguada,  Isabela,  Lares,  Moca,  Rincon,  San  Sebastian. 

In  the  fourth  district,  one  central  office  (Mayagiiez)  and  nine  stations, 
viz:  Aldea  Sanz,  Anasco,  Cabo  Eojo,  Hormigueros,  Lajas,  Las  Marias, 
Maricao,  Sd.bana  Grande,  San  German. 

In  the  fifth  district,  one  central  office  (Ponce)  and  sixteen  stations, 
viz :  Adjuntas,  Aibonito,  Barranquitas,  Barros,  Ooamo,  Goto  del  Laurel, 
Glianica,  Guaraguao,  Guayanilla,  -Juana  Diaz,  Peiiuelas,  Playa  de 
Ponce,  Santa  Isabel,  Tallaboa,  Villalba  Arriba,  Tauco. 

In  the  sixth  district,  one  central  office  (Guayama)  and  ten  stations, 
viz:  Aguas-Buenas,  Arroyo,  O^guas,  Cayey,  Oidra,  Comerio,  Gurabo, 
Jancos,  Salinas,  San  Lorenzo. 

And  in  the  seventh  district,  one  central  office  (Humacao)  and  thir- 
teen stations,  viz:  Ceiba,  Culebra,  Oulebrita,  Fajardo,  Isla  de  Vieques, 
Las  Piedras,  Luquillo,  Maunabo,  Naguabo,  Patillas,  Playa  Naguabo, 
Pnnta  de  Santiago,  Tabucoa. 

Tour  committee  went  on  the  mission  appointed  by  you  with  the  sole 
objects  of  inaugurating  an  efficient  postal  service  for  Porto  Rico  and 
of  advancing  the  interests  of  the  Government  at  every  point  coming 
under  its  jurisdiction.  While  the  committee  was  imbued  with  a  desire 
to  make  the  service  on  the  island  self-supporting  so  far  as  possible,  it 
is  hoped  that  this  condition  will  be  attained  in  the  near  future. 

The  members  of  the  committee  have  at  all  times  worked  in  harmony 
with  each  other,  and  they  are  agreed  on  all  recommendations  contained 
herein. 

In  concluding  this  report  the  members  of  the  committee,  as  well  as 
the  secretary,  desire  to  acknowledge  to  you  their  appreciation  of  your 
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appointment  of  them  in  connection  therewith,  and  sincerely  hope  that 
they  have,  in  your  opinion,  successfully  performed  the  work  designated 
by  you  in  your  instructions  to  them. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

James  E.  Stuart,  Chairman. 
Ohas.  p.  Trotter, 
John  M.  Hasten, 
w.  m.  mooney, 
D.  H.  Fenton, 

Martin  A.  Maodonald,  Secretary. 
Hon.  Charles  Emory  Smith, 

Postmaster-  General. 


REPORT 

Of  THE 

SECRETARY   OF  AGRICULTURE. 


To  THE  President: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  work  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898.  This  report  con- 
tains a  review  of  the  operations  of  the  several  Bureaus,  Divisions,  and 
Of&ces  through  which  the  work  is  carried  on.  For  your  own  conven- 
ience and  that  of  those  who  shall  have  occasion  to  peruse  this  report, 
I  have  preceded  this  general  review  with  a  summary,  in  which  some 
salient  feature  of  the  work  undertaken  by  each  of  these  several 
Bureaus,  Divisions,  and  Offices  is  very  briefly  indicated.  Several 
considerations  are  also  presented  of  a  more  general  character  relating 
to  the  work  of  the  Department  and  the  services  which  I  conceive  it 
should  seek  to  render  to  the  country,  upon  which  some  earnest  recom- 
mendations are  based,  and  which  have  also  been  made  the  basis  for 
some  of  the  estimates  submitted  by  me  for  the  appropriations  for  the 
Department  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year,  and  to  which  the  favorable 
consideration  of  Congress  is  earnestly  invited. 

SUMMARY. 

WEATHBE  BtTEEAU. 

Observation  and  forecast  stations  have  been  extended  around  the 
Caribbean  Sea,  to  warn  our  fleets  and  merchant  vessels  of  danger  from 
cyclones,  and  increased  through  the  interior  of  the  country,  especially 
in  the  mountain  States,  to  enable  the  observer  to  inform  fruit  growers 
of  precipitation  and  sudden  changes  of  temperature. 

DIVISION  OF   VEGETABLE  PHYSIOLOGY  AND  PATHOLOGY. 

Good  work  has  been  done  by  the  Division  of  Vegetable  Physiology 
and  Pathology  in  hybridizing  the  orange  and  other  citrus  plants,  and 
in  the  crossing  of  pineapples,  whereby  the  size  and  vigor  of  the  fruit 
are  much  increased  and  the  flavor  greatly  Improved. 

SECTION  OF  FOREIGN  MARKETS. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  islands  of  the  Caribbean  and  China  seas  is 
increased  by  timely  publications  of  the  Section  of  Foreign  Markets. 
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Our  foreign  trade  in  agricultural  products  is  very  extensive,  being 
over  two-thirds  of  our  domestic  exports.  It  is  steadily  growing,  while 
the  production  at  home  of  field  products  that  have  been  introduced 
from  foreign  countries  is  rapidly  increasing,  causing  a  corresponding 
decrease  in  agricultural  imports. 

BIOLOGICAL  SURVEY. 

While  the  Department  is  searching  the  world  for  seeds  and  plants 
to  diversify  our  crops  and  add  new  varieties  to  meet  sectional  require- 
ments, the  Biological  Survey  is  determining  the  areas  best  adapted  to 
various  crops  and  mapping  the  natural  life  zones  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  a  court  of  last  resort,  where  birds  and  animals  get  a  final  hear- 
ing regarding  their  relations  to  the  farm  and  orchard.  Their  stomach 
contents  witness  for  or  against  them. 

farmers'  bulletins. 

The  Department  is  unable  to  give  Members  of  Congress  as  many 
Farmers'  Bulletins  as  their  constituents  desire.  As  fast  as  scientists 
find  facts  bearing  on  production,  I  think  it  wise  to  send  them  to  the 
farmers.  The  farmers  want  them.  Congressmen  desire  to  send  them, 
and  appropriations  to  this  end  should  be  enlarged. 

scientific  exploration. 

The  Department  has  four  scientific  explorers  abroad,  getting  seeds 
and  plants — one  in  Russia,  one  in  the  countries  around  the  Mediter- 
ranean, one  in  the  China  seas,  and  one  in  South  America. 

forestry. 

The  treeless  region  is  now  getting  vigorous  attention  from  our 
Forester,  Mr.  Pinchot.  Species  adapted  to  dry  regions  are  being 
introduced.  The  destruction  of  forests  in  the  Northwest  leaves  des- 
erts in  many  cases.  The  life  history  and  rate  of  development  of  white 
pine  have  been  investigated  and  facts  concerning  them  are  in  press. 
Mr.  Pinchot,  is  planning  to  introduce  better  methods  of  handling  forest 
lands  in  public  and  private  ownership,  the  private  owners  paying  the 
expenses  of  Department  agents  who  give  instruction.  A  million  acres 
in  twenty  States  are  offered  for  experimentation  and  100,000  acres  are 
now  under  management.  Economic  changes  in  lumbering  will  be  the 
result.  Forest  fires  cause  floods  and  droughts  and  consequently  inter- 
fere with  production,  especially  in  irrigated  regions.  A  study  of  fire 
prevention  and  fire  fighting  is  being  made.  Wood  supply  is  becom- 
ing a  matter  of  such  interest  that  the  Department  deems  it  wise  to 
give  it  special  attention. 

soils  and  tobacco. 

Many  States  are  interested  in  the  heredity,  flavoring,  and  fermen- 
tation of  tobacco,  and  the  Department  has  these  features  under 
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research.  Farmers  in  the  mountain  States,  who  are  making  their 
lands  sterile  by  using  too  much  water,  require  information  regarding 
its  use  in  irrigation.     The  Division  of  Soils  is  getting  facts  for  them. 

POST-GRADUATE    WORK:  IN   THE    DEPARTMENT 

After  graduation  at  agricultural  colleges,  the  Divisions  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  might  be  opened  for  post-graduate  study  in 
special  lines,  so  that  the  best  facilities  in  the  land  may  be  offered  for 
preparing  teachers  for  the  agricultural  colleges  and  economic  scientists 
for  Department  work. 

THE   GRASSES. 

The  best  pastures  produce  animals  at  least  cost.  The  Division  of 
Agrostology  studies  grasses  and  the  grass  requirements  of  localities. 
Five  hundred  varieties  grow  in  the  Department  gardens,  and  grasses 
suitable  for  pastures,  lawns,  woods,  and  sand  are  studied.  Foreign 
grasses  are  tried  in  congenial  zones.  Legumes  are  brought  from 
abroad  to  meet  peculiar  conditions  here.  We  have  grass  gardens  in 
arid  and  semiarid  regions,  where  varieties  from  similar  conditions  in 
the  Old  World  are  studied.  The  Department  is  endeavoring  to  find 
grasses  and  legumes  for  worn-out  lands  in  the  East  and  South,  and 
binding  grasses,  to  arrest  sand  drift,  are  getting  attention. 

DIVISION   OF  BOTANY. 

The  Division  of  Botany  is  at  work  to  reduce  our  importations  of  the 
little  things  that  have  been  costing  us  $8,000,000  annually.  Western 
States  are  now  growing  chicory.  In  1896  we  imported  16,317,888 
pounds;  in  1898  we  imported  only  316,707  pounds  of  raw  chicory. 
The  farmers  of  Michigan,  Nebraska,  and  other  States  will  now  furnish 
our  supply.  Ginseng  is  also  a  promising  plant  for  cultivation.  This 
Division  will  make  tests  to  protect  farmers  and  merchants  against 
foul  and  fraudulently  imported  seeds,  and  test  the  importations  of 
the  Department  before  distribution. 

ECONOMIC   CHEMISTRY. 

We  are  not  giving  economic  chemistry  the  attention  it  deserves. 
We  pay  foreign  countries  very  large  sums  for  coal-tar  products,  for 
example,  while  we  have  skilled  chemists,  capital,  and  raw  material 
in  abundance  at  home.  Our  raw  material  is  wasted  along  these 
lines,  while  we  are  content  to  buy  abroad;  we  employ,  indirectly, 
foreign  chemists  to  work  up  for  us  foreign  raw  material.  Attention 
to  this  by  the  law-making  power  will  find  the  remedy. 

CROP  STATISTICS. 

The  reason  for  having  a  Division  of  Statistics  is  that  it  will  collect 
and  publish  information  regarding  the  condition,  acreage,  and  tend- 
ency of  production  of  the  principal  crops,  and  the  number  of  farm 
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animals  at  home  and  abroad,  so  that  the  isolated  producer  may  get 
notice  of  quantities  and  probable  demand  as  soon  as  those  who  deal 
in  these  commodities.  When  this  is  well  done,  its  value  to  the  pro- 
ducer is  inestimable.  Strenuous  eiforts  are  being  made  to  get  the 
truth  concerning  production,  and  great  care  is  taken  to  publish  results 
for  general  information  only. 

AGRICULTURE   IN  ALASKA. 

A  practical  scientist  was  sent  to  Alaska  to  select  sites  for  experi- 
mental work — to  test  grains  and  grasses,  legumes  and  vegetables, 
and  study  the  possibilities  of  future  production.  He  grew  all  of  these 
crops  with  great  success.  Alaska  will  grow,  along  the  coast,  oats, 
barley,  flax,  rye,  grasses,  legumes,  and  vegetables  of  as  good  quality 
as  many  of  our  Northern  States  produce.  All  the  conditions  for  mak- 
ing fine  dairy  products  are  favorable.  We  shall  have  the  interior 
explored  next  summer,  in  order  that  its  capacity  to  support  population 
may  be  learned. 

ROAD   INQUIRY. 

Good  roads  save  time  and  expense.  Steel  rails  are  perhaps  the 
coming  material  where  hard  rock  is  not  convenient. 

EXPERIMENT  STATIONS. 

The  experiment  stations  are  more  effective  than  ever  before.  The 
annual  appropriation  by  Congress  of  $720,000  is  supplemented  by 
$400,000  from  the  States,  and  the  stations  are  doing  more  original 
work.  The  Department  presents  their  results  in  Farmers'  Bulletins. 
The  feeding  of  mankind  is  being  studied  in  connection  with  State 
institutions,  and  information  is  distributed  to  form  the  basis  of 
courses  of  instruction.  All  of  our  country  west  of  the  Missouri  River 
is  interested  in  irrigation,  and  facts  are  being  collated  regarding  soil 
moisture,  the  supply  and  distribution  of  water,  uniformity  of  laws 
and  court  decisions  relating  to  irrigation,  and  the  requirements  of 
difEerent  crops  in  this  regard. 

NATURE  STUDY   IN  THE   COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

Congress  endowed  agricultural  colleges  that  are  revolutionizing 
methods  of  production.  Nature  studies,  however,  should  be  intro- 
duced into  the  common  schools,  so  that  the  young  farmer's  mind  may 
be  turned  early  to  life-work  studies.  The  teacher  should  get  instruc- 
tion in  the  normal  school  or  agricultural  college. 

ANIMAL  INDUSTRY. 
REMEDY  FOE  EEVER  TICKS  OP  CATTLE. 

The  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  has  continued  its  experiments  in 
dipping  cattle  to  destroy  the  fever  ticks,  and  a  substance  has  been 
found  in  whicTi  cattle  may  be  dipped  and  which  will  destroy  all  the 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE.    1625 

ticks  on  an  animal  in  a  single  dipping.  This  method  has  been  in 
practical  use  for  a  short  time  only,  and  experiments  are  now  in 
progress  to  perfect  it,  so  that  dipped  cattle  from  the  infected  districts 
may  be  shipped  north  of  the  quarantine  line  during  the  entire  year; 
heretofore  they  have  been  restricted  by  quarantine  during  ten  months 
of  the  year.  The  value  of  this  measure  is  beyond  computation,  both 
to  the  stockmen  south  of  the  quarantine  line  and  to  the  cattle  feeders 
and  grain  producers  north  of  it.  Demand  is  increasing  at  home  and 
abroad  for  fine  beef,  and  this  discovery  is  destined  to  remove  one  of 
the  impediments  to  its  production. 

KEMEDY   FOE  HOG  CHOLERA. 

The  Bureau  has  continued  experimentation  with  antitoxin  serum 
for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  hog  cholera.  Congress,  at  its  last  ses- 
sion, made  an  appropriation  for  this  work,  which  became  available  at 
the  beginning  of  the  present  fiscal  year.  Buildings  were  erected  at 
our  experiment  station,  and  animals  purchased  to  make  the  serum  in 
sufficient  quantities  to  conduct  extensive  research.  The  results  of 
the  previous  year  have  been  corroborated.  Eighty  per  cent  of  the 
animals  treated  were  saved,  while  a  like  per  cent  of  the  check  herds 
not  treated  died.  This  justifies  the  Department  in  efforts  to  supply 
in  future  to  herdsmen  throughout  the  country  such  serum  as  can  be 
made.  It  is  for  Congress  to  determine  whether  serum  shall  be  given 
free  or  a  charge  be  made  covering  the  expense  of  manufacture,  which 
would  be  about  15  cents  for  each  animal. 

EMERGENCY  APPROPRIATION. 

The  nature  of  the  work  in  the  Department  is  such  that  future 
requirements  can  not  all  be  anticipated  specifically  in  an  appropria- 
tion bill.  Urgent  needs  of  producers  call  for  expenditures  in  special 
directions  through  some  of  our  scientific  Divisions ;  the  sudden  appear- 
ance of  a  bacteriological  or  insect  pest;  investigation  of  animal  or 
crop  conditions  in  some  section  of  the  country;  inquiry  into  condi- 
tions in  foreign  countries  where  we  sell  or  with  whom  we  compete; 
assistance  to  a  struggling  scientist  to  complete  work  of  general  agri- 
cultural interest;  exploration  by  scientists  of  islands  coming  into  the 
possession  of  the  United  States,  and  such  like,  suggest  the  wisdom  of 
appropriating  a  lump  sum  to  be  used  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
subject  to  the  Jaws  regarding  vouchers  and  auditing. 

INSPECTION   OF  FOREIGN  GOODS. 

There  is  an  evident  necessity  for  the  inspection  of  many  articles 
imported  from  foreign  countries  that  contain  substances  injurious  to 
the  public  health.  The  Department  chemists  are  doing  work  along 
this  line  which  suggests  a  more  comprehensive  inquiry.  At  present 
the  Department  buys  samples  for  analysis  in  the  open  market.     It 
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may  be  necessary,  where  there  is  ground  for  suspicion  anda  necessity 
for  the  identification  of  source,  to  open  packages  at  ports  of  entry,  as 
it  is  proposed  in  foreign  countries  to  do  with  our  exports  in  certain 
cases. 

BUTTER   SHIPMENTS. 

The  experimental  exports  of  butter  by  this  Department  to  Great 
Britain,  which  were  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1897  and  partially 
reported  upon  a  year  ago,  were  continued  until  the  close  of  the  active 
creamery  year  of  1897  and  resumed  at  the  opening  of  the  season  of 
1898  upon  an  enlarged  scale. 

Without  anticipating  the  results  of  the  present  (or  second)  season 
of  these  trial  exports,  it  can  now  be  confidently  stated  that  much 
additional  information  has  been  obtained  in  the  line  desired,  and  a 
decided  gain  is  evident  in  the  favorable  impression  made  by  butter 
of  the  first  quality  from  creameries  in  the  United  States  upon  the 
best  class  of  the  butter  trade  in  London  and  Manchester. 

THE  DEPARTMENT  LIBRARY. 

The  books  of  the  late  Prof.  F.  von  Baur,  of  Munich,  have  been 
added  to  the  collection  on  forestry  in  the  Department  Library,  mak- 
ing that  collection  very  complete.  The  total  number  added  during 
the  year  was  nearly  5,000,  bringing  the  whole  number  of  volumes  in 
the  Library  close  to  65,000.  This  forms  one  of  the  largest  collections 
of  books  on  agricultural  topics  in  the  world. 

The  Library  is  constantly  used  in  the  investigations  conducted  by 
the  scientific  Divisions,  and  is  kept  up  to  date  in  its  various  branches 
by  the  purchase  and  addition  of  the  latest  standard  publications  relat- 
ing to  matters  in  which  the  Department  is  interested.  It  is  also  used 
to  a  considerable  extent  by  persons  not  connected  with  the  Depart- 
ment, especially  by  teachers  in  the  public  schools  and  by  students  in 
the  science  classes  of  the  various  educational  institutions  of  the  city. 

EXPERIMENTAL   GARDENS. 

The  distribution  ot  young  plants  to  various  parts  of  the  country 
was  continued  during  the  year,  reaching  a  total  of  nearly  190,000, 
including  bulbs.  Among  these  were  olive,  fig,  and  camphor  plants 
and  cuttings.  Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  growing  of  rub- 
ber plants  even  in  the  most  favorable  localities  of  Florida  can  hardly 
be  commercially  successful. 

The  propagation  of  plants  for  general  distribution  has  been  con- 
tinued, resulting  in  the  accumulation  ot  many  thousands  of  plants  of 
various  kinds. 

PARIS  EXPOSITION  IN  1900. 

Congress  has  imposed  upon  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  the  duty 
of  preparing  for  the  Paris  Exposition  in  19.00  an  exhibit  covering  the 


EEPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  AGRICULTURE.    1627 

agricultural  resources  of  the  United  States  (Groups  VII,  VIII,  and 
X — Agriculture,  Horticulture,  and  Food  Products).  I  am  fully  alive 
to  the  importance  to  American  agriculture  of  this  opportunity  to 
enlarge  the  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  the  people  of  the  Old 
World  of  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  products  which  the  bounty  of 
nature  enables  the  American  farmer  to  draw  from  Earth's  prolific 
bosom.  The  first  steps  have  been  taken  after  consultation  and  in 
cooperation  with  the  Commissioner-General,  and  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  see  that  American  agriculture  is  properly  represented  at  this 
great  celebration.  Should  the  appropriations  already  provided  prove 
inadequate,  I  feel  confident  Congress  wiU  not  hesitate  to  enlarge  them 
rather  than  to  have  this  important  exhibit  lacking  in  any  single  respect. 

PRACTICABILITY  OF  EXPORTING  DAIRY  PRODUCTS. 

Owing  to  better  home  demand  for  dairy  products,  it  is  not  commer- 
cially profitable  to  send  butter  to  Europe  at  the  present  time.  The 
home  demand  for  our  best  butters  absorbs  the  supply.  This  is  not 
always  the  case,  however,  and  the  Department  regards  it  wise  to 
•  obtain  for  dairymen  all  the  facts  relating  to  the  export  of  this  article 
to  the  several  commercial  centers  of  both  continental  and  insular 
Europe.  For  this  purpose  the  Department  sent  an  agent  to  Paris  to 
ascertain  what  encouragement  there  would  be  to  ship  butter  to  that 
point.  It  was  found  that  no  line  of  steamers  sailing  direct  from  the 
United  States  to  French  ports  could  furnish  refrigerator  space,  and 
so  shipments  could  not  be  made  during  the  heated  period.  An  agent 
was  also  sent  to  Hamburg,  to  ascertain  for  our  people  what  the  facts 
are  regarding  customs  duties,  as  well  as  prohibitions  and  other  difl- 
culties  that  might  meet  exporters  of  butter  to  that  country. 

Our  finest  butter  can  be  profitably  made  and  sent  to  both  France 
and  Germany  whenever  the  home  supply  is  greater  than  the  home 
demand  for  first-class  goods.  The  American  farmer  is  selling  cheap 
grains  and  mill  feeds  to  European  dairymen,  who  meet  us  in  European 
markets  with  products  made  from  raw  material  furnished  by  us. 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  tendency  is  growing  within 
our  own  country  toward  the  consumption  of  grains  and  mill  feeds  at 
home,  exporting  the  higher-priced  products  of  skill.  As  our  pro- 
ducers manufacture  more  and  more  on  the  farm  and  the  great  volume 
of  raw  materials  is  turned  into  the  higher-selling  articles,  we  can 
furnish  fine  dairy  products  to  European  countries  at  a  lower  rate  than 
they  can  be  produced  under  European  conditions  on  dearer  lands  and 
with  dearer  feeds. 

The  trade  in  American  farm  products  is  growing  in  the  China  seas. 
Scientific  inquiry  into  the  principles  that  underlie  the  making  of  fine 
dairy  products  is  preparing  our  people  to  furnish  butter  in  condition 
to  be  exported  in  air-tight  packages,  so  that  they  will  remain  sweet 
for  long  periods  in  tropical  countries.     In  order  that  markets  may  be 
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opened  up  in  Japan,  China,  and  other  countries  of  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
an  agent  is  now  in  that  region  establishing  agencies  to  which  the 
Department  will  make  trial  shipments  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  all 
the  facts  for  the  benefit  of  the  dairymen. 

INSPECTION   OF   DAIRY  PRODUCTS. 

The  existing  system  of  Government  inspection  and  certification  of 
meats  and  meat  products  for  export  may  be  extended  (with  suitable 
modifications)  to  include  butter,  cheese,  and  condensed  milk  for  export 
from  the  United  States. 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  Government  and  of  commercial  enter- 
prise may  succeed  in  the  early  establishment  of  a  high  reputation  for 
American  butter  in  desirable  foreign  markets.  But  as  soon  as  accom- 
plished, this  becomes  liable  to  be  destroyed  by  the  cupidity  of  those 
who,  trading  on  this  reputation,  flood  the  same  market  with  butter  of 
low  grade,  yet  still  entitled  to  export  and  sale  as  "produce  of  the 
United  States."  This  will  disgust  merchants  and  consumers  alike 
and  reverse  the  reputation  of  our  butter,  just  as  the  fine  market  in 
Great  Britain  for  our  cheese  was  recently  ruined  by  the  quantity  of 
low-grade  and  counterfeit  cheese  which  was  exported  without  being 
marked  to  show  its  true  character. 

The  remedy  seems  to  lie  in  extending  and  adapting  the  provisions 
of  law  regarding  the  inspection  of  meats  exported  from  this  country 
so  as  to  make  them  apply  to  butter  and  cheese.  The  brands  of  ' '  pure 
butter"  and  "full-cream  cheese"  should  then  be  aflxed  by  United 
States  inspectors  to  such  products  only  as  are  of  a  fixed  minimum 
standard  of  quality.  Such  precautions,  duly  legalized  and  properly 
executed,  would  place  the  good  butter  and  cheese  of  this  country  in 
foreign  markets  under  the  identifying  label  and  guaranty  of  the 
United  States  Government,  leaving  similar  merchandise  of  lower  grade 
to  find  a  place  for  itself,  upon  its  own  merits.  It  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  dairy  products  of  Denmark  and  Canada,  which  are  the 
chief  competitors  of  the  United  States  in  the  markets  of  Great  Britain, 
bear  the  inspection  certificate  and  guaranty  of  quality  from  their 
respective  Governments,  and  thereby  maintain  a  great  commercial 
advantage. 

Such  a  system  of  inspection  is  much  desired  by  the  most  reliable 
exporters,  and  the  proposition  has  met  with  decided  approval  wherever 
considered  by  fair-minded,  interested  parties. 

NATXTRE-TEACHING  IN  THE  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

There  is  growing  interest  in  education  that  relates  to  production. 
All  classes  of  intelligent  people  favor  it.  Congress  endowed  colleges 
to  teach  it,  and  progress  is  being  made,  but  not  so  rapidly  as  the 
growth  of  our  country  demands.     More  knowledge  concerning  what 
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the  farmer  deals  with  every  day  would  enable  him  to  control  condi- 
tions, produce  more  from  an  acre,  and  contribute  more  to  the  general 
welfare.  The  education  of  our  people  in  common  school,  high  school, 
and  college  has  not  been  designed  to  prepare  them  for  producing 
from  the  soil,  excepting  the  very  few  who  have  found  their  way  into 
our  agricultural  colleges.  It  is  evident  to  educators  in  agricultural 
science  that  elementary  study  should  be  introduced  into  the  common 
schools  to  give  direction  early  in  life. 

Agriculture,  horticulture,  forestry,  gardening,  and  landscaping  are 
delightful  studies  that  attract  people  in  all  walks  of  life,  but  there  is 
enough  to  be  learned  regarding  each  of  these  to  require  the  devotion 
of  a  lifetime.  The  colleges  and  experiment  stations  endowed  by  the 
Federal  Government  provide  for  training  along  this  line  for  longer  or 
shorter  periods  at  the  institutions  of  the  several  States  and  Territories 
designed  for  this  purpose;  but  while  encouraging  progress  has  been 
made  in  building  up  courses  in  these  institutions  that  teach  the 
sciences  relating  to  production,  instruction  before  going  to  college 
and  after  graduation  is  lacking.  Nothing  is  being  done  in  most  of 
the  common  schools  of  the  States  to  cultivate  a  taste  for  and  lead  the 
mind  to  inquire  into  and  store  up  facts  regarding  nature,  so  that  the 
young  farmer  may  be  directed  into  the  path  that  leads  to  education 
concerning  his  future  life  work. 

The  great  prerequisite  is  the  education  of  the  teacher.  Most  of  the 
States  have  institutes  where  teachers  are  required  to  assemble  for 
instruction  in  their  work;  there  they  should  be  met  by  lecturers  from 
the  agricultural  colleges  who  may  be  qualified  to  outline  methods  of 
nature  studies  in  the  common  schools.  The  normal  schools  of  the 
States  could  give  courses  of  instruction  along  these  lines  to  those  who 
are  fitting  themselves  for  teaching  in  the  high  schools,  so  that  instruc- 
tion of  a  more  advanced  character  might  be  given  their  graduates, 
preparing  them  for  and  inclining  them  toward,  the  agricultural  college. 

PRACTICAX,    EXPERIMENTS    IN    NATURE    TEACHING    UNDER    STATE 

AUTHORITY. 

In  New  Tork,  the  College  of  Agriculture  of  Cornell  University  has 
a  special  State  appropriation  of  $25,000  per  annum  to  be  used  in  aid- 
ing the  introduction  of  nature  teaching  into  the  common  schools  and 
the  carrying  on  of  simple  agricultural  experiments  in  different  parts 
of  the  State.  The  plan  followed  has  been  to  employ  experts  in  the 
different  sciences  to  prepare  brief  leaflets  containing  lessons  on  dif- 
ferent subjects  for  the  use  of  teachers  in  the  common  schools.  These 
leaflets  are  distributed  to  teachers  throughout  the  State,  and  there 
has  been  such  a  large  demand  for  them  from  teachers  in  other  States 
that  arrangements  have  been  made  to  sell  them  at  a  nominal  price. 

The  professors  and  other  agents  of  the  university  attend  meetings 
of  teachers  from  time  to  time,  to  explain  the  scope  of  this  work  and  to 


1630    REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  AGRICULTURE. 

show  the  teachers  how  to  carry  out  simple  instruction  on  nature 
topics.  Many  of  these  leaflets  relate  directly  to  agricultural  subjects. 
For  example,  in  one  leaflet  the  teacher  is  instructed  to  have  the  chil- 
dren plant  squash  seeds,  take  some  of  them  up  at  intervals  to  learn 
how  the  seeds  germinate,  and  watch  what  happens  to  the  little  plants 
as  they  grow.  At  another  time  the  children  are  encouraged  to  plant 
little  gardens  and  carefully  watch  some  of  the  things  that  grow  in 
them ;  or  they  study  some  insect  which  preys  upon  fruit,  or  make  col- 
lections of  the  insects  about  their  homes,  or  watch  them  to  see  whether 
they  are  doing  things  good  or  bad  for  the  farmer.  This  movement 
has  rapidly  increased  in  popularity,  and  the  leaflets  are  used  in  many 
city  schools  as  well  as  in  those  in  the  country.  Hundreds  of  simple 
experiments  with  fertilizers  on  potatoes  have  been  carried  on  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  State  with  some  of  the  money  above  referred  to.  For 
carrying  on  all  this  work  the  university  has  employed  its  teaching 
force  and  a  small  corps  of  special  agents  and  clerks. 

In  Indiana,  Purdue  University  has  undertaken  a  similar  work, 
though  its  funds  have  not  permitted  it  to  make  this  very  extensive.  A 
number  of  leaflets  have  been  prepared  by  different  members  of  the 
faculty  and  have  been  sent  out  to  teachers  throughout  the  State.  In 
a  number  of  other  States  nature  teaching  has  been  introduced  into 
the  common  schools,  but  for  the  most  part  in  the  schools  in  the  larger 
towns  and  cities,  where  there  were  teachers  who  had  had  some  train- 
ing in  natural  science.  As  a  result  of  the  widespread  interest  on  this 
subject,  teachers'  manuals  and  text-books  for  instruction  in  this 
branch  are  being  prepared. 

Without  doubt  the  greatest  diificulties  in  this  matter  are  to  over- 
come the  conservatism  of  local  boards  managing  the  country  schools 
and  to  get  competent  teachers. 

FACILITIES  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  FOR  POST-GRADUATE 
IMTSTRTTCTION  IN  AGRICULTURAL  SCIENCE. 

George  Washington,  by  his  will,  left  property  to  be  devoted  to 
university  education  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  There  is  no  uni- 
versity in  the  land  where  the  young  farmer  may  piirsue  post-graduate 
studies  in  all  the  sciences  relating  to  production.  The  scientific  Divi- 
sions of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  can,  to  some  extent,  provide 
post-graduate  facilities.  Our  chiefs  of  Divisions  are  very  proficient  in 
their  lines;  our  apparatus  the  best  obtainable;  our  libraries  the  most 
complete  of  any  in  the  nation.  We  can  direct  the  studies  of  a  few 
bright  young  people  in  each  Division,  and  when  the  Department 
requires  help,  as  it  often  does,  these  young  scientists  will  be  obtainable. 

They  should  be  graduates  of  agricultural  colleges  and  come  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  through  a  system  of  examination  that 
would  bring  the  best  and  be  fair  to  all  applicants.  The  capacity  of 
the  Department  is  limited,  but  something  can  be  done  that  will  indi- 
cate to  Congress  the  value  of  the  plan.     The  Department  often  needs 
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assistants  to  take  the  place  of  those  who  are  tempted  to  accept  higher 
salaries  in  State  institutions.  The  opening  of  our  laboratories  to 
post-graduate  work  would  provide  an  eligible  list  from  which  to  fill 
vacancies  as  they  occur,  supply  temporary  agents,  and  be  a  source 
from  which  State  institutions  might  get  assistants  in  scientific  lines. 

IITVESTIGATION  OF  A&KICULTXTBAL  E.ESOXTRCES  OF  INSULAR 
DEPENDENCIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

In  the  territories  recently  brought  under  the  control  of  the  United 
States  Government  the  agricultural  interests  urgently  call  for  atten- 
tion by  this  Department.  While  in  all  countries  the  agricultural 
industry  is  admittedly  of  the  first  importance,  this  is  especially  true 
of  Hawaii  and  the  West  India  Islands,  which  depend  almost  exclu- 
sively for  their  prosperity  upon  their  agricultural  productions.  It 
behooves  the  Department  to  place  itself  at  the  earliest  moment  pos- 
sible in  a  position  to  extend  to  the  agriculturists  of  those  territories 
which  have,  or  may,  come  under  the  United  States  flag,  the  services 
and  benefits  which  it  renders  to  the  farmers  of  the  United  States. 
The  increased  trade  relations  which  may  be  looked  for  between  the 
United  States  and  its  insular  dependencies,  moreover,  render  the  con- 
ditions of  agriculture  in  the  latter  and  the  character  and  extent  of  their 
productions  matters  of  profound  interest  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  interest  of  our  own  agriculture,  not  only  must  the 
agricultural  resources  of  these  islands  then  be  studied  closely  and 
intelligently,  but  the  dangers  which  threaten  agriculture  in  these 
territories  in  the  form  of  plant  diseases  or  insect  pests  must  be  made 
the  subject  of  special  investigation  with  a  view  to  providing  agriculture 
there  with  preventive  or  remedial  agencies,  and  also  to  securing  our 
own  agriculture  from  the  possibility  of  their  introduction  into  this 
country.  It  is  urgently  necessary,  therefore,  that  Congress  should  as 
speedily  as  possible  provide  a  sufficient  fund  for  the  use  of  this 
Department  in  making  such  investigations  as  may  be  necessary  into 
the  agricultural  resources  and  conditions  in  Hawaii,  Puerto  Rico, 
Cuba,  and  the  Philippines. 

■WEATHER  BUREAU. 

The  presence  of  more  than  two  hundred  naval  and  transport  ves- 
sels belonging  to  the  United  States  in  West  Indian  waters  made  it 
apparent  during  the  latter  part  of  the  fiscal  year  that  the  methods  of 
gathering  information  of  the  approach  of  West  Indian  hurricanes 
were  wholly  inadequate.  The  safety  of  the  fieet  during  the  time  of 
severe  atmospheric  disturbances  made  it  imperative  that  precaution- 
ary measures  should  be  taken  at  once. 

OBSERVATION  STATIONS  IN  WEST  INDIES  AND   ON  CARIBBEAN  SEA. 

A  bill  was  therefore  drafted  and  submitted  to  Congress  June  16, 
1898,  authorizing  the  establishment  and  operation  of  observation 
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stations  throughout  the  West  Indies  and  along  the  shores  of  the 
Caribbean  Sea.  The  provisions  of  the  measure  were  incorporated  in 
the  general  deficiency  bill,  but  did  not  become  law  until  after  the  close 
of  the  fiscal  year. 

Arrangements  had  already  been  made,  however,  to  establish  sta- 
tions for  making  meteorological  observations  and  displaying  hurricane 
signals  at  Kingston,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Santo  Domingo,  St.  Thomas, 
Barbados,  Dominica,  Trinidad,  Curagao,  and  Barranquilla. 

When  the  West  Indian  service  is  fully  established  twice-daily 
reports  will  be  received,  not  only  from  the  stations  named,  but  also 
from  Habana,  Nassau,  Vera  Cruz,  Tampico,  Coatzacoalcos,  and 
Merida. 

Although  the  primary  object  of  the  extension  of  the  storm- warning 
system  to  the  West  Indies  was  the  protection  of  our  large  naval  force, 
other  considerations  of  great  importance  make  it  a,  wise  and  benefi- 
cent undertaking,  and  the  improved  storm-warning  service  will 
largely  benefit  the  commercial  interests  throughout  the  West  Indies. 

The  Central  Meteorological  and  Magnetic  Observatory  of  Mexico 
has  begun  the  equipment  of  about  thirty  stations  in  the  Mexican 
Republic,  with  the  most  approved  meteorological  instruments,  and  will 
establish  a  meteorological  service  similar  to  our  own.  When  com- 
pleted, an  exchange  of  reports,  especially  those  relating  to  the  approach 
of  West  Indian  hurricanes  and  ' '  northers  "  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  will 
be  effected. 

NEW  STATIONS  IN  ARID   AND   SUBARID   REGIONS. 

Congress  last  session  made  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  number  of  stations  in  the  arid  and  subarid  regions  of 
the  country,  and  provision  has  already  been  made  to  establish  stations 
at  Kalispel,  Mont.;  Boise,  Idaho;  Mount  Tamalpais,  Cal. ;  Flagstaff, 
Ariz. ,  and  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  Additional  stations  will  soon  be  located 
at  Meridian,  Miss. ;  Macon,  Ga. ;  Lexington,  Ky. ;_  Elkins,  W.  Va. ; 
Evansville,  Ind.,  and  Escanaba,  Mich.  These  additional  stations, 
besides  assisting  in  the  development  of  agricultural  and  industrial 
interests  in  the  States  in  which  they  are  located,  will  be  of  material 
benefit  in  improving  the  warnings  and  forecasts,  especially  for  the 
regions  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

AERIAL   OBSERVATIONS. 

Aerial  observations  by  means  of  kites  were  continued  during  the 
year.  It  was  hoped  to  establish  at  least  twenty  stations,  but  it  was 
found  that  only  sixteen  could  be  completely  equipped.  The  observers 
chosen  for  the  work  were  called  to  Washington  and  given  a  practical 
course  of  instruction  in  the  art  of  fiying  and  managing  kites.  It  is 
too  early  to  express  an  opinion  regarding  the  value  of  the  observa- 
tions already  secured  in  the  aerial  work  of  the  Bureau. 
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LAKE   CHARTS  FOB  VESSEL  MASTERS. 

To  increase  the  usefulness  of  the  Bureau  in  the  Great  Lake  region, 
a  monthly  chart  was  issued  showing  the-  lake  ports  at  which  storm 
warnings  are  displayed,  the  localities  in  ports  where  information 
respecting  the  weather  can  be  obtained,  the  regions  of  fog,  the  pre- 
vailing winds,  and  other  statistical  information  respecting  the  wind 
and  weather  on  the  lakes. 

LOSSES  TO   FARM  PROPERTY  BY  LIGHTNING. 

The  Bureau  has  begun  the  collection  of  statistics  of  loss  to  farm 
property,  including  live  stock  in  the  fields,  by  lightning,  so  as  to 
determine  the  frequency  of  lightning  stroke  and  the  amount  of  prop- 
erty destroyed  annually  by  that  agency. 

EFFICIENCY   OF  THE  BUREAU. 

The  efficiency  of  the  Bureau  was  fully  equal  to  the  high  standard 
of  the  previous  year.  Four  hurricanes  which  visited  the  Atlantic  and 
Gulf  coasts  during  'the  fall  were  duly  announced.  The  most  severe 
of  these  storms  was  that  of  October  23  to  26,  which  moved  slowly  from 
off  the  Florida  coast  to  the  vicinity  of  Hatteras.  It  there  increased 
greatly  in  intensity,  and  caused  violent  northeast  gales  along  the 
coast  as  far  north  as  New  England. 

Owing  to  the  duration  of  the  storm  in  the  vicinity  of  Hatteras,  the 
Bureau  was  enabled  to  make  a  definite  prediction  with  regard  to  the 
tide  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  where,  owing  to  the  low  level  of  the  city,  much 
valuable  property  is  liable  to  damage  by  inundation.  Cotton  and 
other  property  valued  at  $850,000  were  removed  to  places  of  safety. 
As  a  result  of  the  warnings  issued  for  this  storm,  between  800  and  900 
vessels  remained  in  port  along  the  Atlantic  coast. 

During  the  prevalence  of  one  of  three  severe  storms  which  passed 
from  the  interior  to  the  eastern  seaboard  during  November,  1897,  the 
steamer  Idaho,  with  19  of  her  crew  of  21,  was  lost  on  Lake  Erie.  This 
vessel,  disregarding  the  warnings  of  the  Weather  Bureau,  left  Buffalo 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  in  the  face  of  storm  signals  which  had 
been  flying  since  daybreak. 

A  remarkably  violent  wind  and  snow  storm  swept  over  eastern  New 
York  and  New  England  January  31  and  February  1, 1898.  The  great- 
est violence  of  the  storm  was  felt  along  the  New  England  coast,  where 
nearly  two  score  mariners  lost  their  lives  and  many  vessels  were 
wrecked.  Warnings  of  this  storm  were  sent  out  the  morning  of  the 
31st  and  given  the  widest  possible  circulation. 

Early  in  January  and  February,  1898,  forecasts  of  freezing  weather 
in  Florida  were  made  in  time  to  enable  the  residents  of  that  State  to 
protect  their  early  vegetables  and  fruit  trees.     Similar  notices  were 
given  regarding  unusually  low  temperature  in  California. 
Ab.  98 103 
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There  were  five  important  floods  during  the  year,  and  but  for  the 
timely  warnings  given  by  the  Bureau  the  losses  would  have  been 
much  greater  than  they  wer,e. 

Forecasts  and  warnings  were  at  all  times  distributed  with  the 
utmost  dispatch,  and  the  daily  press  has  not  only  greatly  contributed 
to  the  success  that  has  attended  our  efforts  in  circulating  forecasts, 
but  has  rendered  valuable  aid  in  disseminating  special  warnings  of 
cold  waves,  storm  winds,  frosts,  etc. 

There  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  instrumental  equipment 
of  the  Bureau,  and  no  other  similar  territory  in  the  world  is  covered 
with  such  a  complete  equipment  of  instruments,  recording  climatic 
and  meteorologie  phenomena. 

CLIMATE   AND    CROP   SERVICE    IN  ALASKA. 

An  agricultural  experiment  station  having  been  established  in 
Alaska  in  April,  1898,  an  official  of  the  Weather  Bureau  was  sent 
there  to  organize  a  climate  and  crop  service.  The  central  station  is 
located  at  Sitka,  and  continuous  registers  of  wind  velocity,  sunshine, 
temperature,  and  pressure  will  be  made  there. 

TELEGRAPH   SERVICE. 

At  one  time  the  Federal  Government  owned  and  operated  about 
5,000  miles  of  seacoast  and  frontier  telegraph  lines.  In  1891,  633 
miles  of  these  lines,  mainly  on  the  seacoast,  were  turned  over  to  the 
"Weather  Bureau.  These  lines  enable  the  Bureau  to  receive  early 
information  of  changes  in  weather  at  exposed  points  on  the  coast,  to 
display  storm  warnings  near  several  of  the  great  highways  of  vessels 
entering  or  leaving  our  ports,  and  also  to  contribute  largely  to  the 
safety  of  vessels  navigating  our  coasts. 

STUDY   OF  METEOROLOGY. 

The  importance  of  the  study  of  meteorology  in  the  United  States 
has  been  kept  in  mind,  especially  in  the  assignment  of  observers  to 
duty  at  points  where  there  are  colleges  or  universities  not  already 
provided  with  instructors  in  meteorology,  and  during  the  past  year 
the  courses  in  meteorology  have  been  strengthened  in  a  large  number 
of  high  schools  and  iacademies. 

NEED   OP  AN  ASSISTANT  CHIEF. 

Almogt  the  entire  time  of  the  Chief  of  the  Weather  Bureau  has 
during  the  year  been  consumed  in  executive  work,  leaving  him  but 
little  time  to  attend  to  other  duties.  That  work  is  constantly  increas- 
ing; therefore  I  recommend  that  an  assistant  chief  of  the  Weather 
Bureau  be  provided  for. 
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BUREAU  OP  ANIMAL  INDUSTRY. 

MEAT   INSPECTION. 

The  Bureau  maintains  a  system  of  thorough  inspection  of  meat 
products  at  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  abattoirs  in  thirty-five 
cities.  This  is  an  increase  of  seven  abattoirs  and  two  cities  over  the 
fiscal  year  1897.  The  work  done  has  greatly  exceeded  any  former 
year,  especially  in  the  matter  of  pork  products.  This  necessitated  a 
large  increase  in  the  force  of  employees,  who  were  obtained  through 
examination  by  the  Civil  Service  Commission.  Their  service  has 
been  efficient  and  satisfactory. 

From  the  tables  furnished  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  it  is  learned  that  during  the  year  there  were  9,228,237  ante- 
mortem  inspections  of  cattle,  10,028,287  of  sheep,  468,199  of  calves, 
and  31,610,675  of  hogs,  making  a  total  of  51,335,398  inspections.  This 
is  a  total  gain  over  1897  of  9,025,291  animals,  divided  as  follows:  Cat- 
tle, 1,178,212;  sheep,  1,983,932;  calves,  19,216;  hogs,  0,043,931.  The 
condemnations  at  abattoirs  were  104  cattle,  741  sheep,  67  calves,  and 
9,679  hogs — a  total  of  10,591.  The  rejections  in  stockyards  were  27,491 
cattle,  9,594  sheep,  2,439  calves,  and  66,061  hogs— a  total  of  105,585. 
The  number  of  condemned  animals  at  abattoirs  was  3,275  fewer  than 
in  1897,  and  the  number  rejected  in  stock  yards  was  27,247  greater. 
These  differences  show  the  careful  work  of  the  ofSicials  in  detecting 
disease  previous  to  the  slaughter  of  the  animals. 

The  records  for  the  post-mortem  work  show  4,433,181  inspections 
of  cattle,  5,501,675  of  sheep,  245,155  of  calves,  and  20,936,840  of 
hogs.  Of  the  carcasses  condemned,  10,018  were  of  cattle,  3,567  of 
sheep,  344  of  calves,  and  77,579  of  hogs;  and  of  the  parts  of  car- 
casses condemned,  12,591  were  of  cattle,  287  of  sheep,  52  of  calves, 
and  35,250  of  hogs. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  killed  by  city  inspectors  1,785 
cattle,  1,509  sheep,  192  calves,  and  14,698  hogs  which  had  been 
rejected  in  the  stock  yards  by  ofiicers  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry. 

The  meat-inspection  tag,  or  brand,  was  placed  on  14,815,753  quar- 
ters and  968,014  pieces  of  beef,  5,448,477  carcasses  of  sheep,  217,010 
carcasses  of  calves,  680,876  carcasses  of  hogs,  and  394,563  sacks  of 
pork. 

The  meat-inspection  stamp  was  af&xed  to  4,433,569  packg,ges  of  beef 
products,  5,163  packages  of  mutton,  and  10,145,048  packages  of  hog 
products,  of  which  374,131  contained  microscopically-examined  pork. 

The  number  of  cars  sealed  containing  inspected  meat  for  shipment 
to  packing  houses  and  other  places  was  18,631. 

There  were  issued  35,267  certificates  for  meat  products  which  had 
received  the  ordinary  inspection;  these  covered  exports  compris- 
ing 1,256,716  quarters,  67,120  pieces,  and  735,814  packages  of  beef, 
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weighing  339,650,091  pounds;  5,163  packages  of  mutton,  weighing 
324,996  pounds;  39,212  hog  carcasses  and  653,564  packages  of  pork, 
weighing  244,956,482  pounds. 

The  cost  of  this  work  was  $409,138.09,  which  makes  an  average 
of  0.8  cent  for  each  of  the  51,335,398  ante-mortem  inspections, 
besides  covering  all  the  subsequent  work  of  post-mortem  inspection, 
tagging,  stamping,  etc. 

The  cost  of  inspection  has  been  growing  gradually  less  year  by 
year.  The  average  cost  per  head  was  4f  cents  in  1893,  If  cents  in 
1894,  1.1  cents  in  1895,  0.95  cent  in  1896,  and  0.91  cent  in  1897. 

The  number  of  animals  inspected  before  slaughter  is  shown  In  the 
statement  below.  The  figures  for  1897  are  given  also  as  a  means  of 
comparison. 

Animals  inspected  before  slaughter  for  abattoirs,  1897  and  1898. 


Fiscal  year. 

Cattle. 

Calres. 

Sheep. 

Hogs. 

Total. 

1897 

4,289,058 
4,552,919 

259,930 
241,092 

5,179,643 
5,706,092 

16,813,181 
20,713,863 

26,541,812 

1898                                         

31,213,966 

263,861 

118,848 

526,449 

3,900,682 

4,672,154 

MICROSCOPIC  INSPECTION  OP  POEK. 

The  examination  of  pork  and  pork  products  shows  that  better 
results  are  obtained  by  making  the  inspection  in  the  carcass  than 
when  samples  from  cured  meat  are  examined.  The  following  table 
shows  this  fact  quite  clearly : 

Comparison  of  inspections  from  carcasses  and  from  pieces. 


Samples. 


From  carcasses. 


From  pieces. 


Class  A 

Class  B.-- 
Class  C  — 

Total 


Number. 

1,892,131 
15,729 
19,978 


l,i 


Per  cent 

98.148 

.816 

1.036 


Number. 

864,042 

5,064 

5,902 


100 


875,008 


Per  cent. 

98.747 

.579 

.674 


100 


The  samples  of  pork  submitted  for  microscopic  examination  were 
classified  as  follows :  Class  A,  samples  in  which  no  sign  of  trichinae, 
living  or  dead,  or  calcified  cysts  are  found;  Class  B,  samples  in  which 
degenerate  trichinae  cysts  are  found,  but  in  which  the  body  of  the 
parasite  is  not  recognizable;  Class  C,  samples  in  which  recognizable 
bodies,  living  or  dead,  of  trichinse  are  found.  All  hogs  belonging  to 
the  latter  class  must  be  condemned  and  disposed  of  according  to  sec- 
tion 20  of  the  regulations  dated  June  14,  1895. 

The  number  of  certificates  issued  for  microscopically  examined  pork 


REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETAEY  OP  AGRICULTURE.    1637 

was  20,158,  covering  shipments  aggregating  373,366  packages,  weigh- 
ing 120,271,659  pounds.  Of  this  quantity,  698  packages,  weighing 
161,303  pounds,  were  exported  to  countries  not  exacting  a  certificate 
of  microscopic  inspection. 

The  cost  of  microscopic  inspection  was  $171,040.94,  an  average  per 
specimen  examined  of  6.1  cents,  or  an  average  of  0.142  cent  for  each 
pound  exported.  This  cost  per  pound  for  the  inspection  of  pork 
shows  a  remarkable  reduction  from  the  cost  in  1897,  when  it  was 
0.256  cent.  The  cost  in  1896  was  0.264  cent;  in  1895,  0.2  cent;  in 
1894,  0.248  cent. 

The  microscopically  inspected  pork  for  1898  reached  the  enormous 
amount  of  120,271,669  pounds.  Only  161,303  pounds  of  this  went  to 
countries  not  requiring  inspection.  In  1897,  43,572,355  pounds  of 
pork  were  inspected  microscopically,  1,001,783  pounds  of  which  went 
to  countries  not  requiring  inspection.  These  figures  show  that  coun- 
tries requiring  inspection  received  from  us  in  1898, 120,110,256  pounds 
of  pork,  as  against  42,570,572  in  1897 — an  increase  of  77,539,784  pounds. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  here  that  the  amount  of  pork  microscopically 
inspected  in  1898  exceeded  the  total  amount  of  the  three  previous 
years  by  18,703,906  pounds. 

The  number  of  samples  examined  increased  49  per  cent  over  last 
year,  the  expense  increased  53  per  cent,  and  the  exports  increased 
176  per  cent. 

INSPECTION   Ol'  VESSELS  AND   OF  ANIMALS  FOR   EXPORT. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  American  cattle  for  export  was 
859,346,  and  1,438  head  were  rejected;  297,719  inspections  of  Ameri- 
can sheep  were  made  and  180  head  rejected.  The  number  of  Cana- 
dian cattle  inspected  was  19,397,  of  which  5  were  rejected;  29,497 
Canadian  sheep  were  inspected  and  38  of  them  were  rejected. 

The  number  of  clearances  of  vessels  carrying  live  stock  was  971,  as 
against  954  in  1897. 

Inspectors  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  in  Great  Britain 
inspected  cattle  from  the  United  States  to  the  number  of  381,420  and 
sheep  to  the  number  of  151,863;  cattle  from  Canada,  17,164;  sheep 
from  Canada,  27,912.  This  shows  an  increase  of  20,898  cattle  and  a 
decrease  of  9,408  sheep  when  compared  with  the  report  for  1897.  The 
number  of  head  of  cattle  lost  in  transit  in  1897  was  2,323,  or  0.61  per 
cent,  as  against  907  head  or  0. 23  per  cent  for  this  year.  The  number 
of  sheep  lost  in  transit  in  1897  was  2,676,  or  1.39  per  cent,  as  against 
1,618,  or  0.89  per  cent,  for  this  year. 

The  cost  of  the  inspection  of  export  animals,  the  supervision  of 
Southern  cattle  transportation,  and  the  inspection  of  animals  imported 
from  Mexico  was  $101,210.55.  It  is  estimated  that  half  of  this  expense 
is  on  account  of  the  export  inspection,  and,  with  this  as  a  basis,  the 
cost  of  inspecting  the  548,419  domestic  cattle  and  sheep  exported  was 
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$50,605.28,  or  9.2  cents  per  head.  Tlie  number  of  inspections  made 
of  these  animals  in  this  country  was  1,157,065,  and  in  Great  Britain 
533,283,  making  a  total  of  1,690,348,  the  average  cost  of  each  inspec- 
tion being  2.99  cents. 

Following  is  a  statement  showing  the  inspection  of  domestic  cattle 
and  sheep  for  export,  and  number  exported  for  1898,  compared  with 
1897: 

Inspections  and  exports  of  domestic  cattle  and  sheep,  1897  and  1898. 


Cattle. 

Sheep. 

Year. 

Number 
of  inspec- 
tions. 

Number 
exported. 

Number 
of  inspec- 
tions. 

Number 
exported. 

1897 _... 

845,116 
8.59,346 

390,554 
400,512 

348,108 
297,719 

184,596 

1898 .                           

147,907 

Increase  (+)  or  decrease  ( — ) 

+  14,230 

+  9,958 

—  50,389 

—  36,689 

SOUTHERN   CATTLE  INSPECTION. 

During  the  quarantine  season  of  1897  there  were  received  and- 
yarded  in  the  quarantine  division  of  the  various  stock  yards  35,317 
cars,  containing  972,224  cattle;  the  number  of  cars  cleaned  and  disin- 
fected was  35,280. 

In  the  noninfected  area  in  Texas  225,096  cattle  were  inspected  for 
the  identification  of  brands,  prior  to  removal  to  other  States  for 
grazing. 

INSPECTION   OF  IMPORTED   ANIMALS. 

The  number  of  animals  imported  from  Mexico  and  inspected  at  the 
ports  of  entry  along  the  boundary  line  comprised  177,772  cattle,  64,207 
sheep,  104  swine,  and  3,053  goats. 

There  were  imported  from  Canada  for  slaughter,  milk  production, 
grazing,  feeding,  etc.,  and  not  subject  to  quarantine  detention,  79,907 
cattle,  184,352  sheep,  374  swine,  2,998  horses,  2  goats,  8  mules,  1  deer, 
and  61)uffalo,  of  which  385  cattle,  6,867  sheep,  and  217  swine  were  for 
breeding  purposes. 

INSPECTION   OP  HORSES  AND   HORSE  PRODUCTS. 

The  appropriation  bill  for  the  fiscal  year  1899  contains  a  provision 
"that  live  horses  and  the  carcasses  and  products  thereof  be  entitled 
to  the  same  inspection  as  other  animals,  carcasses,  and  products 
thereof"  named  in  the  bill.  Two  abattoirs  have  so  far  been  estab- 
lished, one  at  Linnton,  Oreg.,  and  one  at  Brighton,  Mass.  The  latter 
has  been  in  operation  but  a  few  days.  The  former  commenced  opera- 
tions on  August  1,  and  during  that  month  721  horses  were  inspected, 
88  of  which  were  condemned.  In  September  there  were  905  inspec- 
tions and  33  condemnations.     The  percentage  of  condemned  animals 
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is  large,  and  is  an  indication  that  no  mistake  is  made  in  extending 
inspection  to  horses.     These  abattoirs  slaughter  horses  exclusively. 

Regulations  are  being  formulated  for  the  inspection  of  live  horses 
for  export.  It  is  believed  such  inspection  will  stimulate  the  demand 
abroad  for  our  horses,  especially  in  England,  where  the  question  of 
inspection  of  American  horses  has  already  been  discussed  to  some 
extent. 

PAYMENT  FOB  MICROSCOPIC  INSPECTION. 

While  the  work  at  the  abattoirs  becomes  more  thoroughly  systema- 
tized from  year  to  year  and  the  cost  of  inspection  per  pound  of  meat 
has  become  gradually  less,  the  great  extension  of  the  work  necessa- 
rily increases  the  total  expenditures.  The  question  as  to  whether  the 
Government  should  continue  to  pay  the  cost  of  this  inspection,  or 
whether  the  expense  should  be  borne  by  the  slaughterers,  is  one 
which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  receive  early  consideration.  As  bear- 
ing upon  this  feature  of  the  question,  I  quote  from  my  report  for  1897 : 

While  I  believe  the  general  inspection  of  meat  for  sanitary  purposes  should  be 
made  by  the  Government,  without  charge  to  the  slaughterers,  the  microscopic 
inspection  to  a  great  extent  is  a  commercial  inspection,  and  the  cost  of  it  could 
be  more  legitimately  assessed  against  the  trade  which  it  benefits.  If  the  packers 
paid  the  cost  of  the  inspection  there  would  be  no  longer  any  reason  for  declining 
to  extend  it  to  all  who  apply  for  it. 

experiments  vs^ith  hog  cholera. 

The  experiments  conducted  in  the  fall  of  1897  upon  hog  cholera  and 
swine  plague  proved  so  encouraging  that  Congress  made  a  special 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  work.  The  bill  was 
late  in  passing,  and  further  time  was  consumed  in  making  the  neces- 
sary preparations  to  carry  on  the  work  on  a  sufficiently  practical  scale. 
Material  to  inject  about  1,000  animals  was  sent  to  the  agent  of  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  in  Iowa,  where  the  first  test  is  being 
made,  and  reports  already  received  indicate  that  about  80  per  cent  of 
the  animals  treated  were  saved,  while  in  the  check  herds  barely  20  per 
cent  were  saved. 

On  account  of  the  time  required  to  secure  a  supply  of  this  serum, 
the  quantity  so  far  produced  has  not  been  adequate  to  give  sufficient 
data  upon  which  to  base  definite  conclusions ;  but  the  results  so  far 
obtained  are  gratifying  indeed,  and  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  continue 
the  work  another  year.  The  production  of  serum  is  being  steadily 
increased,  and  in  a  short  time  a  large  and  regular  output  will  be 
assured.  It  remains  only  to  test  the  remedy  upon  a  sufficient  scale 
and  to  perfect  the  method  of  procedure. 

A  grave  question  now  presents  itself  in  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject. I  refer  to  the  manufacture  of  the  serum  in  quantities  sufficient 
to  supply  the  prospective  demand.    The  necessity  for  its  manufacture 
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without  the  temptation  inseparable  from  purely  commercial  under- 
takings to  cheapen  the  product  is  manifest.  It  is  obviously  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  this  serum  should  be  produced  of  the  requisite 
strength  and  purity  until  the  efficacy  of  the  treatment  is  thoroughly 
understood  and  appreciated  and  a  reliable  standard  is  established,  as 
in  the  case  of  other  remedial  agents,  and  the  interest  of  the  public 
demands  that  this  discovery,  having  been  made  by  public  officials  at 
public  expense,  should  not  be  diverted  to  private  profit.  It  must  be 
supplied  for  the  benefit  of  all  at  a  minimum  of  cost;  and,  under  the 
circumstances,  I  can  see  no  alternative  but  that  the  manufacture 
should  be  continued  under  Government  control,  at  least  for  some 
years  to  come. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  study  of  tuberculosis,  with  reference  to  both  men  and  animals, 
has  been  continued,  and  the  results  so  far  obtained  indicate  that 
experiments  already  begun  in  this  line  should  be  continued,  as  there 
is  a  prospect  of  more  satisfactory  results. 

TEXAS   FEVER. 

Experiments  in  dipping  cattle  to  kill  the  ticks  which  cause  Texas 
fever  were  continued,  with  the  gratifying  result  that  a  substance  has 
been  found  which  will  destroy,  all  the  ticks  on  an  animal  at  a  single 
dipping.  In  order  to  test  the  experiment  on  a  large  scale,  about  a 
thousand  head  of  cattle  were  dipped  at  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  and  thence 
shipped  to  northern  Illinois  and  placed  in  pastures  with  susceptible 
cattle.  The  ticks  were  all  killed  by  the  dipping  and  the  cattle  did 
not  communicate  the  fever  to  the  susceptible  cattle.  An  equal  num- 
ber were  dipped  at  Mammoth  Spring,  Ark.,  with  equally  successful 
results.  The  importance  of  this  measure  can  hardly  be  overestimated, 
and  prominent  stockmen  consider  that  it  is  worth  millions  of  dollars, 
both  to  cattle  raisers  below  the  quarantine  line  and  to  the  feeders 
and  grain  producers  north  of  the  line. 

These  encouraging  results  have  led  to  a  demand  for  dipping  sta- 
tions at  many  other  points,  and  arrangements  are  now  being  made  for 
perfecting  the  dipping  process  and  for  securing  the  establishment  of 
such  stations  before  the  next  quarantine  season  at  points  convenient 
for  shipment  and  inspection. 

INVESTIGATION  IN  BLACKLEG. 

The  demand  for  blackleg  vaccine  has  increased  very  much  during 
the  year.  More  than  355,000  doses  have  been  sent  out.  The  results 
received  from  its  use  indicate  that  the  percentage  of  loss  in  herds 
has  been  reduced  from  10  to  20  per  cent  to  less  than  1  per  cent.  This 
means  not  only  an  immense  saving  to  cattle  raisers,  but,  if  generally 
used,  will  tend  to  eradicate  the  disease  completely. 
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DIVISION  or  OHEMISTBY. 

The  Division  of  Chemistry  during  the  past  year  has  continued  its 
work  on  the  composition  and  adulteration  of  foods.  An  elaborate 
bulletin,  treating  of  the  composition  of  cereals  and  all  cereal  products, 
represents  the  results  of  the  principal  amount  of  work  in  this  direc- 
tion. Another  bulletin  is  devoted  to  the  composition  and  uses  of 
Indian  corn,  and  this  bulletin  was  prepared  especially  for  presenta- 
tion at  the  Third  International  Congress  of  Applied  Chemistrj^  in 
Vienna,  which  met  in  July,  1898.  The  bulletin  has  proved  of  such 
interest  to  Europeans  that  permission  has  been  asked  for  its  transla- 
tion both  into  Italian  and  French. 

OFFICIAL  AGKICULTUEAL   CHEMISTS. 

The  cooperation  of  the  Division  with  the  Association  of  Official 
Agricultural  Chemists  has  continued  with  mutual  benefit.  As  a 
result  of  the  systematic  study  of  methods  of  investigation  of  soils, 
fertilizers,  and  agricultural  products,  the  United  States  has  now  a 
uniform  method  of  research,  everywhere  practiced  and  recognized  as 
official  by  both  trade  chemists  and  the  courts  of  justice.  European 
nations  have  been  impressed  with  the  value  of  this  cooperative  work, 
and  are  now  organizing  similar  associations.  In  view  of  these  facts, 
the  propriety  of  recognizing  in  some  official  way  the  Association  of 
Official  Agricultural  Chemists  is  evident.  Congress  should  enact 
some  special  recognition  of  this  association,  so  as  to  establish  more 
fully  its  official  character  and  render  its  proceedings  more  valuable, 
not  only  in  scientific  matters,  but  also  in  the  courts. 

STREET  SWEEPINGS,   ETC. 

The  importance  of  disposing  of  street  sweepings,  garbage,  and  other 
refuse  of  cities  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Division,  and  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  progress  was  made  in  studying  the  agricultural 
value  of  these  matters. 

STUDY   OF  TYPICAL   SOILS. 

In  the  study  of  typical  soils  in  the  vegetation  house  it  has  been 
developed  that  meteoric  influences  other  than  those  relating  to  pre- 
cipitation have  a  great  influence  on  crop  production.  The  solar 
influences  are  evidently  of  great  importance,  and  the  distribution  of 
solar  heat  is  a  factor  not  to  be  neglected.  Excessive  or  deficient 
temperatures  at  critical  stages  of  the  growth  of  a  crop  are  factors  of 
prime  importance  in  final  products. 

COOPERATIVE   VTORK. 

The  Division  has  been  engaged  in  important  cooperative  work  with 
the  Treasury  Department  and  other  Departments  of  the  Government. 
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The  Chemist  was  appointed,  with  my  approval,  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  chairman  of  a  commission  charged  with  the  work  of 
preparing  the  regulations  for  determining  the  amount  of  duty  to  be 
collected  on  imported  sugars.  The  commission  also  instituted  a  series 
of  investigations  in  the'several  ports  of  entry  to  investigate  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  regulations  were  carried  out.  The  Chemist,  as  a 
member  of  the  international  commission  for  unifying  methods  of 
sugar  analysis,  presented  at  the  Vienna  congress  an  important  con- 
tribution in  regard  to  this  desirable  agreement. 

A  further  cooperation  of  the  Division  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment resulted  in  obtaining  data  in  the  examinations  which  were  con- 
ducted of  a  character  that  served  to  save  the  Treasury  a  very  large 
sum  of  money  claimed  as  rebates  under  a  provision  of  the  law  per- 
mitting the  repayment  of  taxes  collected  on  alcohol  which  was  used 
in  ^certain  arts.  Important  cooperation  of  the  Division  was  also 
secured  in  connection  with  the  Post-OfBce,  State,  and  War  Depart- 
ments. The  Division  of  Chemistry  holds  itself  in  readiness  to  comply 
in  the  shortest  possible  time  with  all  reasonable  requests  of  the  other 
Departments  for  chemical  services. 

SUGAR-BEET  AND   POOD   INVESTIGATIONS. 

The  Division  continued  during  the  year  its  investigations  of  the  pos- 
sibilities of  producing  high-grade  sugar  beets  in  various  parts  of  the 
United  States.  As  a  result  of  the  extensive  chemical  studies  con- 
ducted, the  area  suitable  to  the  production  of  the  best  beets  has  been 
more  definitely  delineated.  A  few  years  more  of  studies  of  this  kind 
will  mark  out  in  a  practical  manner  the  areas  where  beets  of  the 
highest  grade  can  be  produced. 

In  the  work  on  food  adulteration  interesting  investigations  have 
been  instituted  in  the  examination  of  food  products  imported  from 
foreign  countries.  Critical  studies  of  agricultural  imports  from  the 
countries  which  exclude  similar  imports  from  our  country  on  the 
ground  of  adulteration  or  unwholesomeness  will  be  continued. 

NEW  LABORATORY. 

The  old  quarters  used  by  the  Division  of  Chemistry  having  proved 
inadequate  for  the  rapidly  increasing  work  of  the  Division,  a  new  labo- 
ratory has  been  leased,  where  more  ample  facilities  will  be  afforded. 

DIVISION  OF  ENTOMOLOGY. 

GENERAL  INVESTIGATIONS. 

General  investigations  have  been  carried  on  in  this  Division  through 
the  year  upon  insects  injurious  to  garden  crops,  to  shade  trees,  and  to 
citrus  trees  and  fruits.     The  general  experimental  work,  with  remedies, 
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has  comprised  especially  careful  investigations  of  the  availability  of 
hydrocyanic-acid  gas  in  the  disinfection  of  seeds  in  bulk  and  of  plants 
and  nursery  material,  and  further  experiments  with  arsenicals  and 
various  oil  mixtures  in  order  to  determine  their  effects  on  plants  in 
dormant  condition  and  in  foliage.  One  of  the  expert  assistants  of  the 
Division  visited  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  methods  of 
controlling  injurious  insects  in  the  Old  World,  with  a  view  to  deter- 
mining their  value  and  applicability  to  our  own  country,  and  in  order 
to  study  the  conditions  of  climate,  forest  growth,  and  method  of  cul- 
ture in  their  bearing  on  the  abundance  or  absence  of  injurious  insects 
and  the  methods  of  prevention  of  insect  injury. 

SPECIFIC   INVESTIGATIONS. 

Specific  investigations  of  importance  may  be  mentioned  under  the 
following  heads : 

WORK   ON  INSECTS   FROM   ABROAD. 

Careful  investigation  of  the  so-called  Morelos  orange  fruit  worm,  a 
species  which  it  is  feared  may  be  accidentally  introduced  into  the 
orange  groves  of  California  and  Florida,  has  been  made.  The  distri- 
bution of  this  insect  in  Mexico  was  unknown  even  to  Mexicans,  and 
the  fears  of  this  country  were  considered  by  Mexicans  to  be  largely 
imaginarj^  This  season's  investigations,  however,  prove  that  this 
destructive  fruit  worm  is  distributed  throughout  all  of  Mexico  east  of 
the  Sierra  Madre  Mountains,  and  that  it  may  at  any  time  be  intro- 
duced into  California  in  early  fall  oranges  imported  from  that  region. 

A  preliminary  attempt  has  been  made  to  introduce  from  southern 
Europe  into  California  an  insect  which  is  responsible  for  the  fertiliza- 
tion of  the  Smyrna  figs  of  commerce.  The  Entomologist  visited  Cali- 
fornia in  the  spring  of  1898  and  found  that  conditions  were  ripe  for 
such  an  attempted  introduction,  and  an  agent  in  Europe  will,  during 
the  coming  year,  endeavor  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  bring  about 
this  introduction,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  result  in  the  production  by 
California  of  a  fig  equal  to  the  Smyrna  fig. 

A  successful  importation  has  been  made  of  an  ilnportant  parasite 
of  certain  large  scale  insects. 

THE  GIPSY  MOTH. 

By  direction  of  Congress,  the  Entomologist  made  a  careful  study  of 
the  work  which  has  been  done  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  against 
this  imported  insect  pest,  and  has  reported  that  after  careful  field 
study  extending  over  practically  the  whole  summer,  he  is  convinced 
that  Massachusetts  is  taking  the  proper  course  in  making  large  appro- 
priations to  exterminate  the  insect,  and  that  the  work  is  being  carried 
on  in  a  manner  worthy  of  all  praise. 
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THE  MEXICAN  COTTON-BOLL  WEEVIL. 

The  work  which  has  been  carried  on  during  the  season  has  developed  _ 
a  new  and  important  spring  remedy  against  this  insect,  and  this, 
together  with  earlier  results  achieved  by  this  Division,  have  now  put 
Texas  cotton  planters  into  possession  of  a  knowledge  of  how  to 
economically  keep  their  fields  free  from  this  injurious  species,  which 
was  recently  thought  to  threaten  the  destruction  of  the  entire  crop  of 
the  State. 

CHINCH   BUG  AND  HESSIAN  FLY. 

During  the  year  investigations  have  been  made  upon  these  two 
well-known  and  very  injurious  insects,  and  a  comprehensive  bulletin 
upon  each  species  has  been  completed  and  is  now  ready  for  the  printer. 

OTHER  INVESTIGATIONS. 

Other  important  work  carried  on  under  this  Division  during  the 
year  has  included  the  sending  successfully  of  beneficial  species  to 
foreign  Governments  suffering  from  outbreaks  of  the  white  or  fiuted 
scale,  the  preparation  of  an  account  of  the  work  accomplished  during 
the  past  two  years  against  the  San  Jose  scale,  am  investigation  of  the 
injurious  grasshoppers  of  the  Western  States,  work  upon  remedies  to 
be  used  against  the  house  fiy,  suggested  by  the  growing  belief  in  the 
importance  of  this  insect  as  a  carrier  of  disease,  work  upon  the  geo- 
graphic distribution  of  injurious  insects  of  the  United  States,  and 
experimental  work  in  apiculture. 

BIOLOGICAL  SURVEY. 

LIFE"  ZONES  AND   CROP  ZONES. 

With  a  view  to  determining  the  areas  best  adapted  for  various 
crops,  the  Biological  Survey  has  been  engaged  for  several  years  in 
collecting  data  for  mapping  the  natural  life  zones  of  the  United 
States.  A  detailed  study  of  the  distribution  of  the  native  animals 
and  plants  has  been  made  in  the  belief  that  areas  inhabited  by  indig- 
enous species  coincide  with  those  most  suitable  for  certain  varieties 
of  fruit  and  cereals  and  for  breeds  of  domesticated  animals.  This 
investigation  has  now  progressed  far  enough  to  permit  the  publica- 
tion during  the  past  year  of  a  revised  map  of  the  life  zones  of  the 
United  States  and  two  reports  containing  the  results,  of  more  general 
interest  to  farmers  and  horticulturists. 

One  of  these  reports  comprised  a  description  of  the  life  zones  and 
crop  zones  of  the  United  States,  with  lists  of  the  more  important  varie- 
ties of  fruits  and  grains  adapted  to  each  area;  the  other  an  investi- 
gation of  the  geographic  distribution  of  some  of  the  more  important 
cereals.  The  latter  bulletin,  based  on  reports  from  more  than  a  thou- 
sand grain  growers,  showed  the  areas  in  which  about  thirty  of  the 
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more  important  varieties  of  corn,  wheat,  and  oats  are  now  profitably 
cultivated,  and  the  regions  where  these  varieties  may  be  expected 
to  succeed.  Field  work  was  continued  during- the  year  in  Washing- 
ton, Oregon,  California,  Nevada,  British  Columbia,  and  northern 
Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  data  for  use  in  outlining  the  life 
zones  with  greater  precision  than  had  hitherto  been  possible  in  these 
regions. 

ECONOMIC  RELATIONS   OF   MAMMALS  AND   BIRDS. 

The  Biological  Survey  is  often  called  upon  to  determine  the  value 
of  birds  and  animals  to  practical  agriculture.  It  is  in  effect  a  court 
of  appeal  in  which  complaints  are  investigated  concerning  those 
species  which  are  considered  injurious  to  crops.  A  careful  study  is 
made  of  the  food  of  useful  and  injurious  birds  and  mammals,  and 
thousands  of  stomachs  of  birds  are  examined  in  the  laboratory.  Two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  stomachs,  mainly  of  spar- 
rows, swallows,  and  woodpeckers,  were  examined  during  the  year. 
A  report  has  been  prepared  on  the  native  cuckoos  and  shrikes,  and 
reports  on  flycatchers  and  native  sparrows  are  in  preparation.  Sev- 
eral of  the  latter  birds  feed  largely  on  weed  seed  during  the  winter, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  no  little  interest  to  determine  how  far  they  can 
aid  the  farmer  in  checking  the  increase  of  noxious  weeds.  The 
importance  of  this  work  is  emphasized  by  the  increasing  demand 
made  on  the  Department  for  information  and  publications  on  birds, 
in  consequence  of  the  recent  widespread  popular  interest  in  orni- 
thology. 

FUTURE  WORK. 

As  the  work  of  the  Biological  Survey  becomes  more  generally  known, 
the  demands  for  information,  maps,  and  reports  increase  far  more 
rapidly  than  the  means  for  meeting  them.  Biological  maps  of  cer- 
tain States  and  maps  showing  the  distribution  of  particular  mam- 
mals or  birds  are  sought  not  only  for  reference  but  for  purposes  of 
instruction.  Local  biological  surveys  have  been  planned  or  have 
already  been  inaugurated  in  several  of  the  States,  and  the  Depart- 
ment has  been  appealed  to  for  assistance  in  this  work,  but  it  has  thus 
far  been  unable  to  actively  cooperate  through  lack  of  sufficient  appro- 
priations for  the  purpose. 

The  work  for  the  immediate  future  comprises  a  combination  of  field 
work  outlining  the  life  zones  of  the  Pacific  coast,  investigations  on 
varieties  of  fruits,  vegetables,  and  field  crops  similar  to  that  already 
undertaken  in  the  case  of  cereals.  An  investigation  which  is  of  spe- 
cial interest  at  this  time  is  a  thorough  examination  of  the  fauna  and 
flora  of  the  tropical  region  which  lies  along  our  southern  border  and 
enters  the  United  States  at  several  points.  Our  new  island  posses- 
sions are  entirely  within  this  region  and  present  an  inviting  field  for 
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exploration.  As  their  resources  become  more  generally  known  tbe 
question  of  what  semitropical  or  tropical  products  can  still  be  profit- 
ably grown  in  Florida  and  the  Gulf  States  is  likely  to  become  a  very 
important  and  practical  one  in  several  of  the  Southern  States. 

DIVISION  OF  VEGETABLE  PHYSIOLOGY  AND  PATHOLOGY. 

The  work  of  this  Division  is  carried  on  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
additional  light  on  the  conditions  governing  the  growth  and  produc- 
tiveness of  cultivated  plants,  with  special  reference  to  diseases,  nutri- 
tion, and  development  of  new  and  improved  sorts  by  breeding  and 
selection. 

RESULTS   OP  INVESTIGATIONS. 

During  the  year  valuable  knowledge  was  obtained  relative  to 
increasing  the  sugar  and  starch  producing  power  of  plants  and  the 
effect  of  soil  foods  on  their  growth  and  productiveness. 

The  study  of  diseases  of  truck  and  garden  crops  and  of  crops  grown 
under  glass  has  been  continued,  and  methods  of  preventing  several 
of  the  most  destructive,  such  as  black  rot  of  the  cabbage  and  the  leaf- 
spot  disease  of  melons,  celery,  and  violets,  given  to  growers  of  such 
crops  through  bulletins  or  by  correspondence. 

Smuts  and  rusts  of  cereals  have  received  much  attention.  The 
latest  and  best  methods  of  preventing  smut  were  given  to  the  public 
through  a  Farmers'  Bulletin,  and  much  valuable  knowledge  relative 
to  rust  was  gained. 

In  the  study  of  diseases  of  citrus  fruits  and  other  subtropical  plants 
special  attention  was  given  to  sooty  mold  and  blight  of  the  orange 
and  blight  of  the  pineapple. 

On  the  Pacific  coast  peach-leaf  curl,  apple  canker,  a  bacterial  disease 
of  English  walnuts,  and  a  new  bacterial  bulb  disease  have  received 
especial  attention.  Important  results  have  also  been  obtained  from 
a  study  of  other  diseases  prevalent  in  different  parts  of  the  country 
on  the  apple,  pear,  peach,  plum,  and  other  fruits,  on  crops  of  various 
kinds,  and  on  forest  and  shade  trees. 

HYBRIDIZING. 

The  work  of  hybridizing  the  sweet  orange  with  the  hardy  trifoliate, 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  variety  resistant  to  cold,  was  pushed,  and 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  hybrids  obtained.  In  addition  to  this 
about  one  thousand  hybrids  of  other  citrus  plants  were  obtained. 
Considerable  work  was  done  in  crossing  pineapples,  and  as  a  result 
two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  hybrid  seedlings  were  secured.  These 
produced  plants  of  great  vigor  and  confirmed  the  belief  that  by  this 
means  there  may  be  produced  fruits  which  will  be  larger,  of  better 
quality,  better  shippers,  and  more  resistant  to  blight.  Similar  work 
was  carried  on  with  pears  and  with  wheat  and  other  crops. 
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ROUTINE  WORK. 

About  six  thousand  letters  relating  to  diseased  plants  and  other 
lines  of  work  were  answered  during  the  year,  and  about  twelve  thou- 
sand specimens  of  disease-producing  fungi,  representing  six  hundred 
different  species,  were  prepared  for  distribution  to  the  experiment 
stations.  Much  time  was  also  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  bulletins 
and  papers  on  results  of  investigations. 

SEED  DISTRIBUTION. 

Finding  it  desirable  to  separate  the  seeds  to  be  distributed  by  the 
Department  into  three  classes  and  to  place  the  distribution  of  each 
class  of  seeds  under  the  control  of  a  Division  or  Section,  which  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  is  interested  in  the  character  of  the  seeds  dis- 
tributed, I  assigned  to  the  Seed  Division  the  distribution  of  vegetable, 
flower,  and  field  seeds;  to  the  Section  of  Seed  and  Plant  Introduction 
the  collection  and  distribution  of  foreign  seeds,  and  to  the  Division  of 
Chemistry  the  distribution  of  sugar-beet  seed,  the  entire  work  of  seed 
distribution  being  placed  in  charge  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Agriculture. 

Everj'  effort  is  made  to  so  place  the  seed  that  the  best  results  may 
be  obtained.  Nearly  all  requests  were  complied  with,  none  being 
refused  when  it  was  possible  to  send  seed.  In  a  number  of  cases 
special  purchases  of  seeds  not  included  in  our  contract  were  made  for 
that  purpose. 

With  few  exceptions  the  reports  from  persons  who  have  received 
and  planted  the  seed  have  been  favorable. 

While  it  is  too  early  to  determine  the  value  of  the  seeds  introduced 
from  foreign  countries,  I  am  satisfied  that  some  varieties  will  prove 
very  desirable. 

The  vegetable,  flower,  and  field  seeds  were  distributed  by  our  con- 
tractor at  Toledo,  Ohio,  under  the  supervision  of  the  special  agent 
and  with  the  aid  of  clerical  help  sent  from  this  Department. 

CONGRESSIONAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  SEED   DISTRIBUTION. 

The  seeds  distributed  under  direction  of  the  Seed  Division  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  aggregated  15,702,914  papers  and 
cloth  bags,  as  follows:  Vegetable,  papers,  14,243,527;  flower,  papers, 
1,254,037;  field,  papers  and  bags,  205,350. 

Of  the  16,702,914  papers  and  bags  of  seeds  distributed,  13,599,586 
papers  and  cloth  sacks  of  vegetable  and  field  seed  were  distributed 
to  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Delegates  in  Congress  (by  their 
allotments);  751,170  papers  of  fiower  and  vegetable  seeds  to  corre- 
spondents of  the  Division  of  Statistics;  and  889,460  papers  and  bags 
of  vegetable,  fiower,  and  field  seeds  to  the  State  granges.  The  re- 
mainder were  distributed  to  Weather  Bureau  observers,  experiment 
stations,  etc. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  FOREIGN  SEEDS  AND  PLANTS. 

Prof.  N.  E.  Hansen  was  appointed  a  special  agent  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  securing  foreign  seeds  and  plants  valuable 
for  introduction  into  this  country.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Sec- 
tion of  Seed  and  Plant  Introduction,  Professor  Hansen  during  the 
past  year  visited  portions  of  Russia  and  Siberia  and  succeeded  in 
collecting  57  varieties  of  vegetable  seed,  289  of  melon,  75  of  fruit 
and  berry  plants,  150  ornamental  plants,  70  wheat,  14  barley,  20  oats, 
6  rye,  70  forage  plants,  5  oil-producing  plants,  and  a  large 'number  of 
miscellaneous  seeds  of  desert  plants,  etc. 

Upon  arrival,  these  seeds  and  plants  were  put  up  into  about  5,000 
packages  by  the  Section  of  Seed  and  Plant  Introduction  and  sent  out 
largely  to  State  agricultural  experiment  stations,  and  to  such  reliable 
cultivators  as  had  shown  a  willingness  to  cooperate  with  the  Depart- 
ment by  making  reports  as  to  the  success  of  these  imported  plants. 

While  it  is  too  early  to  predict  the  value  of  most  of  the  introduc- 
tions, the  most  promising  are  a  variety  of  alfalfa,  seedlings  of  the 
Siberian  apple  (imported  for  experimenting  in  the  Dakotas),  a  new 
orange-fruited  raspberry,  and  a  Russian  sand  vetch. 

DISTRIBUTION   OF  SUGAR-BEET   SEED. 

In  the  distribution  of  sugar-beet  seed,  they  were  sent  to  the  sections 
that  were  thought  best  adapted  to  their  use.  The  agricultural  experi- 
ment stations  were  included  in  the  distribution,  and  persons  to  whom 
sugar-beet  seed  were  sent  were  advised  that  the  State  experiment 
stations  would  make  analyses  of  the  sugar  beets  grown  in  each  State. 
Very  cordial  cooperation  has  been  brought  about  between  the  Depart- 
ment and  the  State  experiment  stations. 

The  sugar-beet  seed  were  purchased  from  Vilmorin,  Andrieux  & 
Co. ,  in  Paris,  and  from  Dippe  Brothers,  in  Quedlinburg,  Germany,  and 
distributed  by  the  Division  of  Chemistry.  In  all,  34,436  pounds  of 
seed  were  purchased,  and  partly  distributed  in  bulk  and  partly  in 
packages  containing  about  18  ounces  each.  Large  quantities  were  dis- 
tributed by  Members  of  Congress,  and  40  pounds  of  extra  high-grade 
seed  were  distributed  among  experiment  stations  for  use  in  the  pro- 
duction of  seed. 

SECTION  OF  FOBEIGN  MARKETS. 

In  the  Section  of  Foreign  Markets  a  radical  departure  was  made  in 
the  study  of  our  relations  with  foreign  markets  by  promptly  diverting 
it  to  the  field  opened  by  the  prospect  of  changes  in  Hawaii  and  the 
West  Indies.  The  advantage  of  this  was  demonstrated  by  the 
demand  for  publications  in  that  connection. 
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REPORTS   ON   COMMERCE   OF   HAWAII,  SPAIN,  AND   PUERTO   RICO. 

A  report  on  the  commerce  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  was  issued  dur- 
ing the  discussion  of  annexation.  It  covered  the  past  ten  years  and 
gave  special  attention  to  trade  with  the  United  States. 

When  war  with  Spain  was  imminent,  a  rapid  investigation  of  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  commerce  of  the  people  of  that  country  was 
made.  By  quick  and  intelligent  action  information  was  obtained 
from  Spanish  offlcial  reports  showing  the  foreign  trade  of  Spain  in 
detail,  and  the  amount  and  direction  of  shipping  under  the  Spanish 
flag.  This  information  was  made  public  at  the  critical  moment,  just 
preceding  the  declaration  of  war.  It  was  followed  a  few  days  later 
by  a  more  detailed  statement  of  the  trade  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States. 

The  likelihood  that  Puerto  Rico  would  become  a  possession  of  this 
Government  called  for  a  statement  of  the  trade  relations  of  that  island, 
and  it  was  made.  Full  details  were  presented  of  the  exports  and' 
imports  of  the  island.  These  furnished  a  basis  for  estimating  its  pro- 
ductive capacity  and  its  requirements  from  other  places.  The  statis- 
tics were  from  Puerto  Rican  official  sources,  and  as  they  were  made 
public  for  the  fii-st  time  were  particularly  valuable  as  well  as  tiniely. 

REPORTS   ON   TRADE   WITH   AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

Reports  were  issued  during  the  year  on  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
United  States  in  agricultural  products  and  on  the  wheat  production 
of  Austria-Hungary.  In  the  first  of  these  the  classification  of  agri- 
cultural imports  and  exports  was  carefully  revised  and  a  comprehen- 
sive and  instructive  presentation  of  the  important  facts  was  made. 
The  demand  for  the  report  on  foreign  trade  in  agricultural  products 
was  so  strong  that  the  essential  information  was  embodied  in  a  cir- 
cular, of  which  85,000  copies  were  distributed. 

In  compliance  with  a  request  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  much 
time  was  devoted  to  the  compilation  of  information  for  the  use  of  th(i 
special  commissioner  appointed  to  negotiate  reciprocity  treaties. 

OPFICE  OF  BOAD  INaTTIRY. 

EFFORTS  FOR  GOOD  ROADS. 

The  problem  of  securing  good  roads  continues  to  be  a  very  impor- 
tant branch  of  work.  Publications  upon  the  subject  of  the  best 
methods  for  road  improvement  have  been  distributed  freely.  Care 
has  been  taken  to  send  them  where  they  would  be  most  effective  in 
stimulating  activity  in  the  movement.  Representatives  of  the  Office 
have  attended  many  important  meetings  for  the  discussion  of  roads, 
and  in  this  way  valuable  information  has  been  both  gathered  and 
disseminated. 
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In  localities  where  construction  of  roads  according  to  the  most 
approved  methods  has  been  in  progress  a  representative  of  the 
Department  has  made  a  study  of  the  operations  and  extended  such 
assistance  as  was  possible.  The  Office  of  Koad  Inquiry  has  also 
actively  cooperated  with  two  of  the  State  agricultural  experiment 
stations  in  spreading  the  work  of  good  roads.  The  road  laws  of  sev- 
eral of  the  most  progressive  States  have  been  collected  and  studied. 

These  efforts  have  met  with  hearty  appreciation  in  every  direction, 
and  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  demand  for  assistance. 
Both  country  papers  and  the  metropolitan  dailies  have  become  inter- 
ested in  the  movement  and  have  printed  very  much  upon  the  subject, 
in  many  instances  reproducing  Department  circulars  and  bulletins 
in  full. 

OBJECT-LESSON  KOADS. 

The  object-lesson  road  at  the  Rhode  Island  Agricultural  College 
has  been  completed,  and  a  report  of  the  details  of  the  work,  along 
with  the  results  of  other  inquiries,  will  be  presented  in  the  Yearbook 
for  1898.  Owing  to  lack  of  funds  it  has  been  impossible  to  comply 
with  calls  for  similar  aid  elsewhere,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  dis- 
continue these  object  lessons  in  connection  with  agricultural  colleges 
and  experiment  stations,  although  many  of  these  institutions  are  still 
calling  for  aid.  They  are  ready  to  bear  most  of  the  expense,  asking 
of  the  Department  only  the  payment  of  freight  on  machinery  and  of 
part  of  the  salaries  of  experts.  The  help  given  from  this  Department 
usually  proves  sufficient  to  secure  the  financial  support  of  the  towns 
and  farming  communities  in  the  vicinity  of  the  experiment.  Numer- 
ous letters  received  by  the  Office  of  Road  Inquiry  testify  to  the  great 
value  of  these  cooperative  experiments.  Everywhere  the  plan  meets 
with  the  highest  commendation,  but  it  can  not  be  extended  without 
an  additional  appropriation. 

STEEL  ROADS. 

The  aim  of  the  Office  of  Road  Inquiry  is  to  cooperate  with  people 
of  the  several  States  in  making  the  best  possible  use  of  material  within 
their  reach  in  road  making.  Large  areas  in  many  of  the  States  have 
no  gravel,  rock,  or  other  hard  material  with  which  to  make  roads.  I 
have  had  experiments  made  during  the  present  year  with  steel  as 
extensively  as  our  means  would  permit. 

An  experiment  of  this  kind  is  being  conducted  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
A  section  of  500  feet  of  steel  track  has  been  laid  on  a  street  in  the 
suburbs  where  the  traffic  is  heavy,  and  its  value  is  already  generally 
acknowledged.  A  sample  steel  road  510  feet  long  has  been  laid  upon 
the  grounds  of  the  exposition  at  Omaha.  It  is  proposed  to  make 
traction  tests  upon  this  track  to  show  how  much  less  power  is  required 
to  move  a  load  over  such  a  road. 
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The  steel  road  is  not  excessively  costly  by  comparison  with  other 
roads  and  will  last  much  longer  with  less  repair,  and  is  probably  the 
most  economic  road  for  localities  where  material  is  not  obtainable  for 
macadamizing. 

SENTIMENT  IN  FAVOR  OF  GOOD  ROADS. 

The  growth  of  sentiment  in  favor  of  good  roads  is  shown  by  the 
passage  of  progressive  laws  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  other 
States,  and  by  the  appointment  of  a  highway  commission  in  Maryland, 
and  also  by  the  reports  of  increased  sales  of  road-making  machinery. 

DIVISION  or  AGROSTOLOGY. 

EXPERIMENTS  IN  THE   GRASS   GARDENS. 

Through  the  efforts  of  this  Division  we  are  learning  the  needs  of  the 
several  sections  of  the  country  and  the  forage  problems  which  they 
have  to  meet.  We  are  acquiring  a  better  knowledge  of  the  distribu- 
tion and  value  of  our  native  grasses  and  forage  plants,  as  well  as  the 
peculiar  conditions  of  soil  and  climate  best  suited  to  their  growth. 
More  than  500  varieties  of  grasses  and  forage  plants  valued  for  forage 
have  been  grown  in  the  grass  garden  on  the  grounds  of  the  Depart-" 
ment  during  the  past  season.  Visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
have  been  much  interested  in  this  exhibition,  which  has  afforded 
many  lessons,  not  only  of  interest  but  of  real  practical  value. 

The  garden  contains  plats  of  grasses  suitable  for  lawns,  besides 
many  species  from  the  East  and  from  the  South,  and  especially  from 
the  West,  all  growing  together  with  apparent  success,  and  it  is  inter- 
esting to  note  the  peculiar  habits  of  the  grasses  of  the  moist  and 
wooded  regions  of  the  East  and  those  of  the  arid,  treeless  regions  of 
the  West  as  here  displayed.  A  large  number  of  leguminous  plants 
have  been  given  a  place  in  the  garden,  and  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing experiments  has  been  a  trial  of  alfalfa  grown  from  seed  obtained 
from  more  than  twenty  different  sources.  Trial  samples  of  these 
seeds  were  sent  to  a  large  number  of  experiment  stations  who  volun- 
teered to  undertake  comparative  experiments  in  their  cultivation. 
Up  to  the  present  time  it  has  not  been  possible  to  detect  any  marked 
variation  in  the  plants  grown.  Turkestan  alfalfa,  the  seed  of  which 
was  introduced  last  year  in  large  quantities  from  Russia,  has  made  a 
remarkable  growth  in  some  of  the  experiments  conducted  in  the  West. 
At  North  Yakima,  Wash.,  it  made  a  growth  of  over  3  feet  in  seventy- 
nine  days,  sending  up  many  stems  from  each  root.  It  is  believed  that 
this  alfalfa  will  prove  to  be  more  hardy  than  the  ordinary  sort,  and  it 
may  be  distinguished  by  minute  hairiness  on  the  under  surface  of  the 
leaves. 

Many  varieties  of  grasses  and  forage  plants  have  been  tested  at  the 
grass  garden  at  Knoxville,  Tenn. ,  during  the  year.     It  has,  however, 
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been  thought  best  to  discontinue  official  connection  -with  this  garden 
and  select  a  station  farther  south,  which  shall  be  more  typically 
Southern  in  its  character,  both  in  soil  and  climate.  The  problem  in 
Tennessee  is  not  so  much  what  can  be  grown  as  how  to  grow  the 
largest  amount  of  the  best  quality  with  the  least  expense,  problems 
which  the  agricultural  experiment  station  at  Knoxville  is  now  well 
prepared  to  solve. 

INVESTIGATIONS  FOE  THE   IMPROVEMENT   OP  FORAGE  RESOURCES. 

In  connection  with  the  investigations  in  the  Southwest  two  stations 
have  been  established,  one  at  Abilene  and  one  at  Channing,  the 
former  presenting  conditions  characteristic  of  the  center  of  Texas 
and  the  latter  of  the  great  region  of  northwest  Texas,  known  as  the 
Panhandle.  The  experiments  carried  on  at  these  stations  were  made 
with  a  view  of  determining  how  the  cattle  ranges  may  be  improved 
by  practical  methods.  At  the  station  at  Abilene  more  special  lines 
of  investigations  and  experiments  are  being  carried  on,  especially  in 
the  way  of  testing  varieties  which  may  be  suited  to  that  region. 

Comparative  work  of  the  Division  is  being  performed  by  many  vol- 
unteer experimenters,  especially  among  the  more  intelligent  farmers 
'in  Colorado,  Texas,  Wyoming,  Montana,  and  Idaho.  The  object  of 
these  ex'periments  is  the  introduction  of  new  or  little-known  and 
desirable  hay  and  pasture  grasses,  as  well  as  soiling  crops.  A  num- 
ber of  the  more  progressive  ranchmen  and  stockmen  of  the  Northwest 
have  agreed  to  devote  from  1  to  5  acres  of  cultivated  land  to  the  more 
promising  native  grasses  or  those  introduced  from  foreign  countries, 
seed  of  which  we  may  be  able  to  furnish  them. 

Seeds  of  grasses  and  alfalfa  imported  from  Russian  and  eastern 
Asia  were  sent  in  amounts  sufficient  to  sow  from  one-twentieth  of 
an  acre  to  an  acre  of  each  variety  to  479  parties  who  had  previously 
agreed  to  give  them  careful  cultivation  and  report  fully  at  the  close 
of  the  season  the  results  obtained.-  The  data  thus  secured  can  not 
fail  to  be  of  great  interest  and  value  to  all  interested  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  forage  resources  of  our  country.  Eleven  hiindred  pack- 
ages of  seeds  of  native  grasses,  salt  bushes,  wild  clovers,  wild  beans, 
and  lawn  grasses,  mostly  collected  by  the  employees  of  the  Division 
while  in  the  field,  were  distributed  to  our  correspondents,  who 
expressed  a  desire  to  aid  the  Division  in  its  investigations. 

Field  investigations  in  the  States  along  the  Gulf  coast  have  been 
carried  on  during  the  past  two  seasons  and  one  report  upon  the  work 
done  in  this  section  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer.  Work,  as 
already  indicated,  has  been  carried  on  in  the  Southwest,  and  in  the 
Northwest  investigations  have  been  made  by  special  agents,  whose 
reports  have  already  been  published. 

The  field  work  so  far  has  been  confined  to  the  Atlantic  slope,  but 
there  is  being  manifested  among  the  farmers  and  ranchmen  of  the 
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Pacific  coast  a  marked  interest  in  grass  and  forage-plant  questions, 
and  a  demand  for  an  extension  of  our  work 
States  west  of  the  Divide  is  now  being  made. 


and  a  demand  for  an  extension  of  our  work  along  these  lines  in  the 


THE   GRASS  COLLECTION. 

Over  5,000  specimens  of  American  grasses  have  been  identified 
during  the  year  and  nearly  3,000  sheets  of  herbarium  specimens 
mounted  and  added  to  the  National  Herbarium.  The  grass  collection 
now  in  the  Department  numbers  over  30,000  sheets. 

DIVISION  OF  SOILS. 

The  Division  of  Soils  has  continued  the  investigation  of  the  physical 
properties  of  soils  and  their  relation  to  crop  production,  and  work  has 
now  been  started  upon  the  mapping  of  soils  on  a  scale  of  4  inches  to 
the  mile,  to  be  published  probably  on  a  scale  of  2  inches  to  the  mile. 
These  maps  will  show  in  great  detail  the  soil  areas  adapted  to  the 
different  agricultural  crops.  Considerable  advance  has  also  been 
made  in  devising  methods  of  investigating  soil  conditions  where  crops 
suflier,  or  where  the  soil  conditions  are  not  well  adapted  to  crops 
which  the  location  and  markets  demand. 

RECORDS   OF  MOISTURE' CONTENT   OF  SOILS. 

Records  have  been  continued  of  the  moisture  content  of  some  of  the 
principal  soil  areas  in  the  country  with  the  electrical  method  of  mois- 
ture determination.  As  the  soil  is  the  immediate  source  of  the  water 
supply  of  plants,  this  record  becomes  an  essential  part  of  climatology, 
and  it  seems  probable  that  this  work  of  the  Division  of  Soils,  in  con- 
nection with  the  present  work  of  the  Weather  Bureau  and  of  the 
Division  of  Statistics,  will  develop  a  distinctively  new  line  of  agricul- 
tural climatology.  This  work  is  closely  related  to  the  work  of  the 
Weather  Bureau,  but  is  supplementary  to  it.  It  includes  the  record 
of  evaporation  to  which  the  plant  is  subjected,  the  water  supply  main- 
tained by  the  soil  for  supplying  the  loss  due  to  this  evaporation,  and 
the  intensity  of  the  actinic  and  heat  radiations  which  influence  the 
physiological  activities  of  the  plant.  Numerical  values  can  be  given 
to  the  evaporation  and  to  the  soil-moisture  conditions,  so  that  it  is 
possible  to  express  numerically  the  relative  conditions  of  plant  growth 
from  day  to  day  so  far  as  these  two  important  factors  of  evaporation 
and  water  supply  are  concerned.  This  will  add  greatly  to  the  prac- 
tical value  of  our  knowledge  of  climatology. 

INVESTIGATION   OF  ALKALI   SOILS   OF  YELLOWSTONE  VALLEY. 

The  electrical  method  of  salt  determination  in  soils  has  been  used 
in  the  exploration  and  investigation  of  the  alkali  soils  of  the  Yellow- 
stone Valley.     An  examination  was  first  made  of  the  general  conditions 
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in  the  valley,  and  then  a  very  minute  study  of  a  section  of  land 
which  was  just  being  ruined  by  the  rise  of  alkali.  This  examination 
amounted  to  an  underground  survey  of  the  field,  and  maps  have  been 
made  showing  the  distribution  of  alkali  at  different  depths.  A  great 
number  of  borings  were  made  to  a  depth  of  10  or  15  feet,  and  salt 
determinations  were  made  in  every  6  inches  or  each  foot  in  depth. 
Accurate  maps  have  been  made  showing  the  amount  and  distribution 
of  the  alkali  at  several  of  these  depths. 

The  result  of  this  investigation  will  be  Issued  in  the  form  of  a  bul- 
letin. Briefly,  it  was  found  that  in  the  original  prairie  soil  above  the 
ditch  there  is  not  sufficient  alkali  to  be  injurious  to  vegetation.  The 
amount  of  alkali  was  greater  in  the  lower  depths  of  the  subsoil.  As 
a  rule,  water  is  used  in  excess  on  all  of  these  lands  under  irrigation, 
and  to  such  an  extent  that  it  accumulates  in  the  subsoil.  When  the 
depth  to  standing  water  is  not  more  than  2  feet  from  the  surface, 
alfalfa  turns  yellow  and  dies  out.  In  all  cases  the  first  injury  was 
from  the  accumulation  of  water  from  excessive  applications  through 
irrigation.  Where  this  water  remains  for  some  time  in  the  subsoil  the 
alkali  leaches  down  through  seepage  from  higher  lands,  and  is  brought 
up  from  the  subsoil  and  accumulates  at  the  surface  in  quantities  suflQ- 
cient  to  prevent  the  growth  of  cultivated  plants.  Other  problems  of 
great  value  to  the  agriculturist  were  worked  out  in  the  course  of  this 
investigation.  Such  work  will  be  invaluable  in  the  treatment  of 
alkali  soils. 

This  underground  survey  of  the  alkali  lands  has  given  the  most 
important  information  in  regard  to  the  amount  and  distribution  of  the 
soluble  salts  and  the  way  in  which  they  accumulate  in  certain  locali- 
ties through  overirrigation. 

TOBACCO  INVESTIGATIONS. 

The  tobacco  business  has  become  very  highly  specialized.  Each 
market  has  its  own  requirements,  each  class  of  users  has  its  own  par- 
ticular style,  and  each  season  brings  some  change  of  style  which  must 
be  met  by  the  tobacco  grower.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  competition 
in  our  own  country  and  very  serious  competition  from  abroad,  espe- 
cially from  Cuba  and  Sumatra.  In  several  of  our  tobacco  districts 
the  acreage  has  been  reduced  one-half  in  the  past  ten  or  fifteen  years. 
Some  of  the  districts  have  almost  completely  abandoned  the  culture  of 
tobacco.  On  the  other  hand,  several  new  localities  are  being  opened, 
with  prospects  of  good  prices  for  the  better  grades  of  wrapper  leaf 
both  for  cigar  and  manufacturing  purposes.  The  best  we  can  do, 
however,  in  the  cigar  leaf  is  far  below  the  product  of  foreign  coun- 
tries. The  Cuban  filler  sells  for  ten  times  as  much  as  the  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Ohio  filler;  the  Sumatra  wrapper  is  worth  ten  or  fifteen 
times  as  much  in  the  markets  as  the  Connecticut  wrapper.  To  meet 
this  competition  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  our  farmers  should 
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have  at  their  disposal  a  thorough  knowledge  of  their  own  conditions 
and  of  the  conditions  of  the  soil,  climate,  methods,  and  labor  condi- 
tions of  competing  districts. 
t 

SOIL  MAPS  OF  THE  TOBACCO  DISTRICTS. 

One  of  the  first  necessities  in  the  development  of  a  new  district  or 
in  the  improvement  of  an  established  district  is  an  accurate  soil  map 
of  the  locality,  on  which  the  soils  adapted  to  the  different  types  and 
grades  of  tobacco  are  plainly  shown.  In  all  of  our  tobacco  districts 
there  are  large  areas  of  land  sown  to  this  crop  which  are  not  adapted 
to  a  good  grade  of  tobacco.  There  are  also  large  areas  well  adapted 
to  a  fine  grade  of  leaf  which  have  never  been  used  for  this  purpose. 
Enough  is  known  of  the  relation  of  soils  to  tobacco  to  warrant  the 
preparation  of  very  accurate  maps,  indicating  the  character  of  the 
tobacco  from  each  of  the  soil  areas  in  the  district.  After  these  types 
have  been  established  and  the  soil  areas  have  been  mapped,  the 
experiment  stations  can  take  up  a  study  of  the  cultural  methods 
adapted  to  each  of  the  types  of  soil.  In  this  study  of  the  influence 
of  the  soil  upon  the  quality  of  the  leaf  it  is  important  to  extend  the 
study  to  all  localities,  and  to  gather  information  from  Cuba  and 
Sumatra  as  well  as  from  Kentucky,  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Con- 
necticut. This  is  work  that  the  experiment  stations  can  not  do  for 
themselves. 

CURING  AND   FERMENTATION. 

Among  the  most  important  lines  of  work  which  the  Department  can 
take  up  for  the  tobacco  grower  is  the  study  of  the  diseases  in  the 
tobacco  bed  and  the  comparatively  few  diseases  in  the  field,  and  par- 
ticularly the  study  of  curing  and  fermentation.  A  large  amount  of 
research  work  has  been  done,  particularly  in  Germany,  in  the  fer- 
mentation of  tobacco,  but  very  little  is  yet  known  of  the  changes 
which  go  on  in  the  process  or  regarding  the  specific  agents  which  bring 
about  these  changes.  So  much  information  and  practical  benefit 
have  been  derived  from  a  study  of  butter  and  cheese,  in  the  control 
of  the  ferments  and  bacteria  which  produce  the  texture  and  flavor 
of  the  product,  that  it  is  very  desirable  that  similar  knowledge  in 
the  curing  and  fermentation  of  tobacco  and  similar  control  of  the 
finished  product  should  be  secured.  This  work  will  require  very 
careful  study  of  the  changes  in  the  fermentation  pile  in  the  different 
tobacco  districts. 

It  is  important  to  know  exactly  to  what  organisms  the  peculiar  llavor 
and  aroma  of  the  tobacco  is  due;  what  influence  is  exerted  by  the 
character  of  the  leaf,  by  climatic  conditions,  and  by  methods  of  manipu- 
lation. This  work  can  only  be  thoroughly  done  by  systematic  work- 
ing in  different  tobacco  districts  in  our  country  with  different  varieties 
of  tobacco  and  different  climatic  conditions.     It  should  certainly 


1656    REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

embrace  a  study  of  fermentation  in  the  tobacco  of  Cuba  and  of 
Sumatra.  If  our  tobacco  growers  are  to  attempt  to  raise  a  product 
equal  to  that  of  Cuba  and  Sumatra,  and  if  this  is  to  be  done  not  by 
chance,  but  through  systematic,  scientific  investigations,  then  the  soils 
and  other  conditions  of  growth  must  be  thoroughly  understood  and 
the  fermentation  changes  carefully  worked  out  in  Cuba  and  Sumatra. 
It  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  a  soil  expert  and  a  bacteriologist  extend 
their  work  to  these  foreign  countries. 

In  view  of  the  great  importance  of  the  tobacco  industry  in  this 
country  and  of  the  very  important  practical  results  which  are  likely 
to  accrue  from  the  investigation  of  the  subjects  herewith  presented,  I 
have  submitted  in  my  estimates  to  Congress  a  special  appropriation 
for  tobacco  investigations. 

DIVISION  OF  FORESTRY. 

CHANGE   IN  CHIEF   OF  DIVISION. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  creation  of  the  New  York  State 
College  of  Forestry  and  the  election  of  Mr.  B.  E.  Fernow  to  the  direct- 
orship created  a  vacancy  in  the  position  of  Chief  of  the  Division, 
which  Mr.  Fernow  held  for  twelve  years,  and  Mr.  Giiford  Pinehot,  of 
New  York,  was  appointed  his  successor. 

TREE  PLANTING  IN  THE   TREELESS  REGIONS. 

Believing  that  the  attention  of  this  Division  should  be  directed 
rather  more  to  the  tree-planting  interests  of  the  treeless  regions,  I 
directed  the  discontinuance  of  the  series  of  investigations  which  had 
in  view  a  better  knowledge  and  use  of  our  economic  timbers,  in  order 
that  the  funds  might  become  available  in  the  aforesaid  direction. 
The  forest-planting  experiments  in  cooperation  with  the  State  agri- 
cultural experiment  stations  were,  therefore,  prosecuted  more  vigor- 
ously and  extended  to  Texas,  Oklahoma,  and  Montana,  besides  adding 
another  station  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  methods  of  reclothing 
cut-over  lands  were  to  be  demonstrated. 

By  my  direction  a  plan  was  elaborated  for  the  introduction  of 
species  adapted  to  dry  climates,  and  a  competent  agent  appointed  to 
carry  out  the  plan,  which  contemplates  the  establishment  of  a  num- 
ber of  arboreta  in  our  dry  regions,  in  which  are  to  be  assembled  such 
trees  and  shrubs  from  all  parts  of  the  world  as  might  eventually 
pro  ve.adapted  to  these  regions.  One  of  the  most  useful  lines  of  work 
has  been  a  canvass  of  the  forest  conditions  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
in  cooperation  with  the  State  geological  survey,  which  has  brought 
out  the  significant  fact  that,  through  careless  lumbering,  followed  by 
destructive  fires,  over  8,000,000  acres  of  that  State  have  been  rendered 
practically  useless  and  one-half  that  area  a  veritable  desert  as  far  as 
present  economic  conditions  are  considered. 


REPORT   OF   THE   SECRETARY   OF   AGRICULTURE.  1657 

TIMBER  PHYSICS  INVESTIGATIONS. 

The  accumulated  data  of  the  investigations  in  timber  physics  have 
been  worked  over  in  part  and  yielded  some  most  important  results, 
among  which  the  law  that  the  strength  of  a  beam  at  the  elastic  limit 
is  equal  to  the  compression  strength  of  the  material,  which  was  estab- 
lished by  the  tests  of  the  Division,  will  influence  the  practice  in  the 
use  of  wood  for  construction  most  advantageously. 

PLANS  FOR  THE  COMING  YEAR. 

The  plans  for  the  Division  of  Forestry,  approved  by  me,  for  the  com- 
ing year  cover  the  following  lines  of  work,  all  of  which  are  directly 
related  to  the  welfare  of  our  people : 

Practical  assistance  to  farmers,  lumbermen,  and  others  in  handling 
private  forest  lands.  Since  these  lands  exceed  by  far  in  area  those 
of  the  Government  and  the  States  combined,  woodland  in  farms  alone 
covering  more  than  200,000,000  acres,  this  attempt  to  increase  their 
present  as  well  as  their  future  value,  and  thus  secure  their  preserva- 
tion, has  before  it  a  field  of  wide  usefulness. 

An  attempt  to  find  the  best  trees  for  planting  in  the  so-called  tree- 
less regions  of  the  West,  a  matter  of  far-reaching  importance  to  a 
very  large  percentage  of  the  farming  population  of  this  country. 

A  study  of  the  history,  nature,  and  ways  of  action  of  forest  fires 
in  the  United  States  and  their  effect  on  the  composition  and  repro- 
duction of  forests.  The  prime  object  of  this  work,  which  covers  a 
field  practically  untouched  until  now,  is  to  develop  better  methods 
of  preventing  and  extinguishing  these  fires  than  have  yet  been 
employed. 

A  study  of  the  effect  of  lumbering  on  the  forests,  in  order  to 
devise  improved  methods  advantageous  both  to  the  lumberman  and 
to  the  forest.  Combined  with  this  work,  detailed  investigations  of 
the  growth  of  trees  of  special  commercial  importance  will  be  made, 
with  the  object  of  ascertaining  whether  and  how  much  it  will  pay  to 
hold  timber  land  for  future  crops. 

Investigation  of  the  timber  resources  and  requirements  of  Alaska, 
Cuba,  and  Puerto  Rico,  which  is  needed  to  meet  the  numerous  requests 
for  information  made  to  this  Department. 

In  addition,  a  classified  series  of  forest  photographs,  intended  to 
furnish  illustrations  of  the  results  of  the  various  lines  of  work,  will  be 
begun  during  the  year. 

The  extremely  practical  character  of  these  lines  of  work  is  evident. 
Their  popular  standing  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  assistance  of 
the  Division  has  been  asked  in  the  handling  of  nearly  a  million  acres 
of  forest  land,  under  an  arrangement  by  which,  in  the  case  of  all  but 
farmers'  wood  lots,  the  Department  is  relieved  of  all  expenses  except 
salaries  for  its  agents  in  the  field. 
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In  view  of  these  facts,  I  have  been  impelled  to  lay  before  Congress 
the  urgent  need  of  a  considerable  addition  to  the  appropriations  at 
my  disposal  for  the  use  of  the  Division  of  Forestry. 

OFFICE  OF  EXFEBIMENT  STATIONS. 

THE   STATE  EXPERIMENT  STATIONS. 

The  examination  of  the  work  and  expenditures  of  the  agricultural 
experiment  stations  by  the  Office  of  Experiment  Stations  during  the 
past  year  has  shown  that  these  institutions  are,  as  a  rule,  working 
more  thoroughly  and  efficiently  than  ever  before  for  the  benefit  of 
American  agriculture.  More  than  six  hundred  persons  are  employed 
in  the  work  of  administration  and  inquiry.  About  four  hundred  re- 
ports and  bulletins  were  issued  by  the  stations  in  1897,  which  were 
directly  distributed  to  over  half  a  million  addresses,  besides  being 
widely  reproduced  in  the  agricultural  and  county  papers.  The  appro- 
priation of  $720,000  from  the  ITational  Treasury  for  the  support  of  the 
stations  was  supplemented  by  State  funds  aggregating  over  $400,000. 

The  need  and  value  of  scientific  researches  on  behalf  of  agriculture 
are  now  very  clearly  understood,  and  the  number  and  importance  of 
institutions  organized  for  this  work  are  constantly  increasing  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Nowhere  has  so  comprehensive  and  efficient  a 
system  of  experiment  stations  been  established  as  in  the  United  States. 
In  the  scope  and  amount  of  their  operations,  and  in  the  thoroughness 
with  which  the  useful  information  they  obtain  is  disseminated  among 
the  farmers,  our  stations  are  unsurpassed.  During  the  ten  years 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  Hatch  Act  went  into  effect  a  very  large 
amount  of  accurate  information  of  direct  practical  benefit  to  our  farm- 
ers has  been  published  by  the  stations.  Not  only  have  the  numerous 
bulletins  and  reports  of  the  stations  been  freely  distributed  in  all  parts 
of  the  country,  but  many  valuable  books  largely  based  on  the  work  of 
the  stations  have  been  written  for  the  farmers'  use,  while  the  agricul- 
tural press  has  busily  collated  and  disseminated  a  vast  mass  of 
information  directly  relating  to  the  work  of  the  stations  or  supple- 
mentary to  it.  The  contrast  between  the  correct  information  regard- 
ing the  principles  and  practices  of  his  art  easily  obtainable  by  the 
farmer  of  to-day  anC  that  available  for  his  predecessor  of  a  generation 
ago  is  very  wide  and  striking.  , 

NEED   OF  MAKING   OUR  STATIONS   STILL  MORE   EFFECTIVE. 

The  general  success  of  our  agricultural  experiment  stations  makes  it 
all  the  more  important  that  they  should  everywhere  be  organized  and 
conducted  with  a  view  to  securing  the  most  economical  and  efficient 
service  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture.  It  were  well  if  the  farmers  in 
every  State  and  Territory  were  alive  to  the  importance  of  making  each 
and  every  experiment  station  a  thoroughly  effective  institution  for 
agricultural  research.    There  are  certain  principles  which  experience 
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has  shown  must  be  followed  in  the  management  of  stations  if  they  are 
to  be  most  highly  useful.  Attention  has  been  called  to  these  from 
time  to  time  in  the  reports  of  the  Department,  but  there  is  still  need 
to  urge  upon  appointing  ofifieers,  governing  boards,  and  all  the  friends 
of  agricultural  progress  that,  in  order  to  make  the  experiment  stations 
what  they  ought  to  be,  they  must  be  organized  on  a  permanent  basis, 
and  their  plans  of  work  must  be  carefully  made  and  carried  out  by 
thoroughly  trained  experts,  who  are  so  circumstanced  that  they  can 
give  time  and  energy  in  full  measure  to  the  research  work. 

Political  considerations  should  have  no  place  in  the  choice  and  reten- 
tion of  station  ofBcers,  college  duties  should  not  be  allowed  to  encroach 
on  the  time  set  apart  for  original  investigation,  and  the  compilation 
of  old  information  should  always  be  made  secondary  to  the  acquire- 
ment of  new  knowledge.  Our  farmers  are  worthy  of  the  best  that 
science  and  expert  skill  can  win  for  them  out  of  the  realm  of  the  facts 
and  principles  which  nature  will  reveal  to  the  diligent  student  of  her 
mysteries.  To  divert  from  their  highest  and  best  uses  any  of  the 
funds  which  the  people  have  freely  given  to  bring  the  aid  of  science 
to  agrieultui'e  is  most  reprehensible.  The  stations  which  are  held  in 
the  highest  honor  alike  by  scientists  and  farmers  are  those  in  which 
there  has  been  most  original  and  thorough  work. 

The  stations  are  not  the  only  means  for  the  education  of  the  farmer. 
Agricultural  colleges,  farmers'  institutes,  boards  of  agriculture,  and 
various  other  agencies  have  been  established  to  instruct  the  farmer 
regarding  the  present  status  of  agricultural  science  as  applied  to  his 
art.  It  is  the  business  of  the  experiment  stations,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  advance  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  principles  underlying  success- 
ful agriculture  and  to  teach  the  farmer  new  truths  made  known  by 
their  investigations.  The  act  of  Congress  creating  the  stations  clearly 
defines  their  functions  to  be  the  making  and  publishing  of  original 
investigations.  "Wherever  a  station  has  neglected  this  and  merely 
endeavored  to  educate  the  farmer,  we  find  a  weak  station,  and  where- 
ever  a  station  has  earnestly  devoted  itself  to  original  investigations, 
we  find  a  strong  station.  The  station  may  very  properly  lend  its 
assistance  in  strengthening  the  influence  and  work  of  the  educational 
agencies  established  for  the  farmers'  benefit,  but  it  fails- to  fulfill  its 
real  mission  when  it  resolves  itself  into  a  bureau  of  information  or 
devotes  a  large  share  of  its  energies  to  the  compilation  of  popular 
treatises  on  agriculture.  It  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  the  original 
investigations  at  our  stations  are  increasing  in  number  and  improving 
in  quality.  In  some  places,  however,  there  is  still  need  of  decided 
changes  in  policy  and  work. 

WORK  OF  THE   OFFICE. 

In  connection  with  its  supervision  of  the  expenditures  of  the  experi- 
ment stations,  representatives  of  this  Office  have  visited  the  stations 
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in  all  the  States  and  Territories.  During  the  year  the  Office  issued 
43  documents,  among  which  were  included  the  ninth  volume  of  the 
Experiment  Station  Record,  12  bulletins,  and  7  Farmers'  Bulletins. 
The  review  of  the  literature  of  agricultural  science  in  the  Experiment 
Station  Record  has  been  made  more  complete  than  heretofore,  and 
embraces  all  the  countries  in  which  agricultural  investigations  are 
conducted.  No  such  comprehensive  survey  of  this  field  of  scientific 
research  is  made  elsewhere.  With  the  aid  of  the  Secord  our  inves- 
tigators are  kept  well  informed  regarding  the  progress  of  agricultural 
science  throughout  the  world. 

In  accordance  with  my  instructions,  the  Office  has  systematically 
engaged  in  the  preparation  of  popular  resumes  of  the  work  of  the 
experiment  stations  for  publication  as  Farmers'  Bulletins.  Several 
of  the  bulletins  have  been  issued  and  are  grouped  together  in  a  sub- 
series  denominated  Experiment  Station  Work.  Each  of  these  bulle- 
tins contains  a  number  of  short  articles,  summarizing  the  results  of 
recent  investigations  in  different  lines,  and  explanations  of  the  tech- 
nical terms  necessarily  employed  in  describing  the  results  of  investi- 
gations. As  stated  in  a  prefatory  note  in  each  number,  "the  chief 
object  of  these  publications  is  to  disseminate  throughout  the  country 
information  regarding  experiments  at  the  different  experiment  sta- 
tions, and  thus  to  acquaint  our  farmers  in  a  general  way  with  the 
progress  of  agricultural  investigation  on  its  practical  side."  One  of 
the  chief  reasons  for  establishing  an  Office  of  Experiment  Stations  in 
the  Department  was  that  it  would  be  able  to  collate  and  disseminate 
the  information  obtained  by  the  individual  stations  for  the  benefit  of 
farmers  throughout  the  country.  It  is  believed  that  this  new  series 
of  popular  bulletins  makes  the  work  of  the  Office  much  more  effective 
in  this  direction.  Now  that  the  purpose  of  these  bulletins  is  being 
understood  there  is  a  large  demand  for  them. 

The  Office  has  somewhat  extended  its  work  in  collating  and  publish- 
ing information  regarding  the  agricultural  colleges,  and  in  promoting 
the  general  interests  of  their  work.  It  has  also  continued  in  charge  of 
special  agricultural  investigations  in  Alaska  and  of  the  researches  on 
the  food  and  nutrition  of  man  which  the  Department  is  conducting 
in  cooperation  with  colleges  and  experimental  stations.  Investiga- 
tions on  irrigation,  to  be  carried  on  in  a  similar  way,  have  recently 
been  intrusted  to  this  Office. 

AGRICULTURAL   EDUCATION. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  considerable  progress  in  the 
more  complete  organization  of  courses  of  instruction  in  agriculture  in 
our  colleges  and  universities.  The  general  subject  of  agriculture  is 
being  divided  in  these  courses  with  a  view  to  securing  more  efficient 
teaching  in  the  several  branches.  Instead  of  having  one  professor  of 
agriculture  as  in  the  past,  a  number  of  our  colleges  have  separate 
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chairs  of  plant  production,  animal  husbandry,  and  dairying.  Depart- 
ments of  soil  phj'sics  with  separate  laboratories  are  being  established. 
The  buildings,  apparatus,  and  other  facilities  for  agricultural  educa- 
tion have  been  materially  improved  during  the  year.  The  improve- 
ment in  the  equipment  and  methods  of  instruction  has  resulted  in 
bringing  more  and  better  students  into  the  agricultural  colleges. 

The  movement  for  the  extension  and  popularization  of  agricultural 
instruction  is  growing  in  importance.  The  short  and  special  courses 
in  the  colleges,  the  farmers'  institutes,  and  the  home-reading  circles 
are  attracting  larger  numbers  of  farmer  students.  The  effort  to 
introduce  nature  teaching,  largely  on  subjects  relating  to  agriculture, 
is  being  actively  prosecuted  in  several  States.  The  time  seems  ripe 
for  the  introduction  of  outline  courses  in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
agriculture  into  the  secondary  schools  in  or  near  our  rural  commu- 
nities in  much  the  same  way  that  business  courses  are  employed  in 
the  city  high  schools. 

There  is  a  growing  demand  that  this  Department  shall  furnish  our 
people  with  information  regarding  the  progress  of  agricultural  educa- 
tion at  home  and  abroad.  The  necessity  for  the  more  careful  study 
of  the  problems  of  education  as  related  to  the  progress  of  our  country 
in  agriculture,  as  in  the  other  arts  and  industries,  is  being  forced  home 
upon  us  by  the  closer  relations  of  the  United  States  with  the  rest  of 
the  world  which  recent  events  have  done  so  much  to  promote.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture,  sustaining  close  relations  with  the  workers 
on  the  farms  and  the  educational  institutions  already  established  for 
their  benefit,  might  accomplish  much  more  toward  the  improvement 
and  wide  extension  of  agricultural  education.  I  have  therefore  r^o- 
ommended  a  small  increase  in  the  appropriation  for  the  Office  of 
Experiment  Stations  to  enable  it  to  extend  its  work  in  this  direction. 

AGRICULTURAL  INVESTIGATIONS  IN  ALASKA. 

The  first  appropriation  "to  enable  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to 
investigate  and  report  to  Congress  upon  the  agricultural  resources  of 
Alaska,  with  special  reference  to  the  desirability  and  feasibility  of  the 
establishment  of  agricultural  experiment  stations  in  said  Territory," 
became  available  July  1,  1897.  The  general  supervision  of  the  work 
under  this  appropriation  was  assigned  to  the  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Experiment  Stations.  Special  commissioners  were  appointed  to  visit 
the  coast  and  island  region  of  Alaska,  and  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  the  superintendent  of  Government 
schools  in  Alaska  collected  information  regarding  the  agricultural 
capabilities  of  the  Yukon  Valley.  Collections  were  made  of  soils  and 
of  native  plants,  especially  those  used  for  food  and  forage.  Data 
were  obtained  regarding  the  general  topography,  climate,  and  soils; 
natural  and  cultivated  products  and  methods  of  cultivation;  stock 
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raising;  area  of  arable  lands;  agricultural  difficulties  and  possibili- 
ties; desirability  of  experiment  stations,  and  the  locations  suitable 
for  them. 

Specimens  of  vegetables  and  small  fruits,  in  no  way  inferior  to  those 
grown  elsewhere  in  the  United  States,  were  collected  in  different  parts 
of  Alaska,  and  analyses  of  the  grasses  which  grew  very  luxuriantly  in 
many  localities  in  that  region  showed  them  to  be  fully  as  nutritious 
as  those  produced  in  the  most  favored  agricultural  regions  of  this 
country.  The  reports  of  our  agents,  prepared  under  the  direction  of 
the  Director  of  the  Office  of  Experiment  Stations,  were  transmitted  to 
Congress  last  December  and  were  published  as  Document  No.  160  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session, 
and  afterwards  as  Bulletin  No.  48  of  the  Office  of  Experiment  Stations. 

In  accordance  with  my  recommendation.  Congress  continued  the 
appropriation  for  work  in  Alaska  during  the  current  fiscal  year, 
increasing  the  amount  to  $10,000.  Prof.  C.  C.  Georgeson,  a  native  of 
Denmark,  and  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  conditions  of  agriculture 
in  northern  Europe,  who  had  had  a  long  experience  as  professor  of 
agriculture  and  an  experiment-station  officer  in  Japan  and  Kansas, 
was  transferred  from  the  Division  of  Agrostology  to  the  Office  of 
Experiment  Stations  and  made  special  agent  in  charge  of  the  Alaska 
investigations.  He  has  made  his  headquarters  at  Sitka,  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  which  place  experimental  plantings  of  seed  of  over  100  varieties 
of  vegetables,  grasses,  and  forage  plants  have  been  made. 

Seeds  have  also  been  distributed  to  a  number  of  different  localities 
in  Alaska,  and  agreements  for  cooperative  experiments  in  a  number 
of  places  have  also  been  made.  The  building  of  a  silo  for  the  preser- 
vation of  native  grasses  and  the  feeding  of  the  silage  to  horses  and 
cattle  have  been  arranged  for  on  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Juneau. 
After  careful  examination  Castle  Hill,  a  lot  in  Sitka,  which  a  number 
of  years  ago  was  set  aside  as  a  site  for  Government  buildings,  which 
were  afterwards  located  elsewhere,  has  been  reserved  by  an  order  of 
the  President  as  a  proper  place  on  which  to  erect  a  building  to  serve 
as  headquarters  for  the  experiment  station  and  weather  service  in 
Alaska.  About  110  acres  of  partly  cleared  land  have  also  been  reserved 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Sitka  for  experimental  purposes.  A 
similar  reservation  has  been  made  on  Kadiak  Island,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  make  a  third  reservation  on  the  Kenai  peninsula. 

The  botanist  of  the  Office  of  Experiment  Stations  has  continued  the 
botanical  survey  of  the  region  in  the  vicinity  of  Sitka  and  Cook  Inlet 
begun  last  year. 

The  reports  of  the  officers  engaged  in  the  Alaskan  investigations 
during  the  present  season  have  not  yet  been  prepared,  but  it  is 
expected  that  they  will  be  ready  for  transmission  to  Congress  early  in 
its  coming  session.  Enough  has,  however,  been  done  to  show  that  it 
is  both  desirable  and  feasible  to  carry  on  agricultural  investigations 
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in  Alaska.  To  accomplish  results  of  any  value  it  will,  of  course,  be 
necessary  to  plan  these  investigations  to  cover  a  series  of  years,  and 
comparatively  little  of  practical  importance  can  be  expected  from 
them  until  they  have  been  in  progress  for  some  time.  The  experi- 
ments and  observations  made  in  the  field  should  be  supplemented  by 
work  in  the  laboratory.  No  provision  has  thus  far  been  made  for  the 
erection  of  such  buildings  as  will  be  needed  in  connection  with  these 
experimental  investigations.  It  is  also  very  desirable  that  experi- 
ments with  live  stock  should  be  undertaken  in  the  near  future.  The 
appropriation  for  these  investigations  should  also  be  made  with  refer- 
ence to  the  dif&cult  conditions  under  which  the  work  must  be  prose- 
cuted. I  therefore  urge  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Director  of 
the  Ofiice  of  Experiment  Stations,  that  the  appropriations  for  Alaska 
investigations  for  the  ensuing  year  be  the  same  in  amount  as  that  for 
experiment  stations  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  be  adopted  in 
the  appropriation  bill  for  the  next  fiscal  year.  As  it  will  be  very 
desirable  to  enlarge  our  experimental  operations  in  Alaska  at  the 
outset  of  the  season  of  plant  growth,  commencing  with  the  spring  of 
1899,  I  hope  that  the  next  appropriation  for  this  work  wiU  be  made 
immediately  available. 

NUTRITION  INVESTIGATIONS. 

The  investigations  upon  the  "nutritive  value  of  various  articles 
and  commodities  used  for  human  food"  have  been  pursued  as  hitherto, 
in  cooperation  with  agricultural  colleges  and  experiment  stations  and 
other  educational  institutions.  In  this  way  the  Department  has 
secured  the  services  of  experts  and  facilities  for  its  work  on  very 
advantageous  terms.  There  have  been  many  indications  that  public 
interest  in  these  inquiries  is  widespread.  Special  investigations  with 
the  respiration  calorimeter  have  been  made,  in  which  not  only  the 
nutritive  value  of  the  food  consumed  but  also  its  relation  to  the  heat 
and  energy  evolved  by  the  human  body  during  periods  of  rest  and 
work  have  been  measured  with  a  completeness  and  accuracy  hitherto 
unknown.  These  investigations  are  not  only  of  very  high  scientific 
importance,  but  have  also  already  given  promise  of  useful  practical 
application.  The  results  of  the  careful  studies  of  the  dietaries  of 
people  of  different  occupations,  made  in  connection  with  the  nutrition 
invefstigations,  h&.ve  been  widely  republished  in  this  country  and 
abroad. 

It  is  believed  that  the  nutrition  investigations  of  the  Department 
have  already  done  much  to  establish  a  scientific  basis  for  the  courses 
of  instruction  on  the  food  and  nutrition  of  man,  which  are  rapidly 
increasing  in  number  and  importance  throughout  the  country.  The 
amount  of  information  which  the  Department  has  published  in  con- 
nection with  these  investigations  has  already  been  relatively  large, 
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and  the  accumulation  of  unpublished  data  will  make  it  possible  to 
publish  a  number  of  bulletins  on  this  subject  during  the  present  fiscal 
year. 

IRRIGATION  INVESTIGATIONS. 

The  friends  of  the  development  of  irrigation  as  applied  in  agricul- 
ture in  the  vast  region  west  of  the  Missouri  River  secured  from 
Congress  at  its  last  session  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  current 
fiscal  year,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  "  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  from  agricultural  colleges, 
agricultural  experiment  stations,  and  other  sources,  including  the 
employment  of  practical  agents,  valuable  information  and  data  on 
the  subject  of  irrigation,  and  publishing  the  same  in  bulletin  form." 

With  a  view  to  securing  economy  in  the  general  administration  of 
this  fund  it  was  decided  not  to  create  a  separate  division  for  this  work. 
As  by  the  terms  of  the  act  the  work  was  largely  to  be  done  in  cooper- 
ation with  the  agricultural  colleges  and  experiment  stations,  its  gen- 
eral supervision  was  intrusted  to  the  Director  of  the  Office  of  Experi- 
ment Stations.  Special  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  the  services  of 
experts  who  have  had  not  only  scientific  training  but  also  practical 
experience  in  irrigation  as  conducted  in  the  great  West.  With  a  view 
to  formulating  plans  of  work  along  the  most  useful  lines,  a  confer- 
ence of  experiment  station  officers  and  irrigation  engineers  was  held 
at  Denver  last  summer  under  the  direction  of  the  Director  of  the  Office 
of  Experiment  Stations.  The  problems  of  irrigation  were  earnestly 
and  freely  discussed  at  this  conference  and  the  needs  of  the  farmer 
for  information  on  irrigation  subjects  were  carefully  considered.  As 
a  result  of  the  expert  advice  which  the  Department  thus  received,  it 
has  been  determined  to  confine  the  work  on  irrigation  at  present  to 
two  general  lines:  (1)  The  collation  and  publication  of  information 
regarding  the  laws  and  institutions  of  the  irrigated  region  in  their 
relation  to  agriculture,  and  (2)  the  publication  of  available  informa- 
tion regarding  the  use  of  irrigation  waters  in  agriculture,  as  deter- 
mined by  actual  experience  of  farmers  and  experimental  investigations, 
and  the  encouragement  of  further  investigations  in  this  line  Ijy  the 
experiment  stations. 

Arrangements  have  already  been  made  for  the  preparation  of  sev- 
eral bulletins  by  competent  experts,  and  it  is  hoped  that  during  the 
present  fiscal  year  considerable  useful  information  "will  be  published 
and  distributed  by  the  Department.  It  is  obvious  that  the  present 
appropriation  will  enable  the  Department  to  go  only  a  little  way  in 
the  accomplishment  of  the  work  which  is  urgently  demanded  by  the 
growing  agricultural  interests  of  the  irrigated  region.  I  heartily 
concur  with  the  opinion  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Experiment  Stations,  that  Congress  should  establish  a  settled 
policy  regarding  the  work  of  this  Department  on  irrigation,  and  that 
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if  it  is  deemed  wise  to  continue  sucli  work  under  my  direction  appro- 
priations should  be  made  which  will  enable  the  Department  to  plan 
irrigation  investigations  on  a  comparatively  large  scale  and  continue 
them  through  a  series  of  years.  Some  of  the  reasons  which  seem  to 
make  it  very  desirable  that  investigations  on  irrigation  should  be 
systematically  pursued  by  this  Department  are  set  forth  in  the  repoi't 
above  referred  to,  and  I  ask  that  careful  consideration  be  given  to  the 
arguments  there  made  in  support  of  this  proijosition. 

It  is  clear  that  a  crisis  has  been  reached  in  the  life  of  the  commu- 
nities in  which  agriculture  is  dependent  upon  irrigation  for  its  suc- 
cess. The  laws  and  institutions  relating  to  irrigation,  which  have 
grown  up  in  these  communities,  have  in  many  ways  proved  so  inade- 
quate and  unsatisfactory  that  there  is  a  widespread  feeling  that 
radical  and  immediate  action  is  demanded  for  their  reformation. 
Unfortunately,  the  accurate  information  on  which  alone  intelligent 
reforms  can  be  based  is  almost  wholly  lacking.  As  the  problems 
which  confront  these  communities  are,  in  a  general  way,  the  same, 
and  in  many  particulars  affect  the  national  as  well  as  local  interests, 
it  is  highly  appropriate  that  the  National  Government  should  under- 
take investigations  to  aid  in  the  solution  of  the  problems  of  irrigation. 
As  many  of  these  problems  are  directly  connected  with  those  in  other 
agricultural  lines  in  which  this  Department  and  the  experiment  sta- 
tions are  working,  it  is  my  judgment  that  this  Department  should  be 
put  in  a  position  to  efficientlj'  organize  and  conduct  important  inves- 
tigations in  this  line. 

As  already  stated,  the  investigations  of  the  Department  may  prop- 
erly follow  two  general  lines :  First,  a  careful  study  should  be  made 
of  the  laws  and  institutions  of  the  irrigated  region  with  special  refer- 
ence to  their  improvement.  The  objects  of  this  work  will  be  (1)  to 
aid  courts  and  administrative  officers  in  the  adjudication  of  claims 
respecting  water  rights;  (2)  to  bring  out  the  defects  in  existing  laws 
and  methods  of  administration,  and  to  furnish  impartial  and  ade- 
quate information  on  which  wiser  and  mure  equitable  legislation  and 
court  decisions  may  be  based ;  and,  (3)  to  assist  farmers  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  water  rights  and  to  protect  their  interests  in  the  appropriation 
and  use  of  water  for  irrigation.  The  other  branch  of  work  which  the 
Department  should  take  up  is  the  carrying  on  of  thorough  original 
investigations  along  a  number  of  different  lines.  The  agricultural 
experiment  stations  in  the  irrigated  regions  have  already  shown  the 
way  in  which  such  investigations  should  be  conducted.  Their  means 
have,  however,  been  too  limited  to  enable  them  to  make  more  than  a 
beginning  of  the  work  in  this  direction. 

One  fundamental  investigation  which  should  be  immediately  under- 
taken relates  to  the  correct  determination  of  the  practice  of  successful 
farmers  in  the  use  of  water  for  irrigation  with  different  soils  and 
crops.  At  present  such  information  is  almost  wholly  lacking.  The 
Ab.  98 105 
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collation  of  such  information  in  sufficient  amount  to  warrant  the  con- 
clusions on  which  agricultural  practices,  laws,  and  judicial  and  admin- 
istrative proceedings  may  properly  be  based  is  in  itself  a  large  task. 
The  data  thus  obtained  would  be  of  great  value,  not  only  for  practical 
purposes,  but  also  as  a  guide  to  investigations  by  the  experiment  sta- 
tions and  other  agencies.  When  once  the  actual  amounts  of  water 
used  by  farmers  in  the  irrigated  regions  have  been  determined,  investi- 
gations should  be  undertaken  to  find  out  what  is  the  minimum  of 
water  required  by  different  soils  and  crops,  in  order  that  we  may  know 
to  what  extent  the  available  water  supply  of  the  irrigated  region  may 
be  utilized  in  the  development  of  its  agriculture.  There  are  numerous 
other  irrigation  investigations  which  the  Department  and  the  experi- 
ment stations  might  well  undertake;  such  are  those  which  relate  to 
the  most  economical  methods  for  the  application  of  water  to  crops,  the 
utilization  of  the  rainfall  as  affecting  the  need  for  irrigation  waters, 
the  problems  of  seepage  and  drainage,  the  effect  of  irrigation  water 
on  the  growth  and  productivity  of  plants  of  different  kinds,  the  pre- 
vention of  the  accumulation  of  alkali  in  the  surface  soils,  and  the 
reclamation  of  the  alkali  lands. 

I  believe  that  the  importance  and  variety  of  the  work  demanded 
in  the  interests  of  irrigation  in  this  country  will  justify  a  large  increase 
in  the  appropriation  for  irrigation  investigations  by  the  Department. 
I  hope  that  at  the  coming  session  of  Congress  a  well-defined  policy 
regarding  the  work  of  the  Department  on  this  subject  will  be  defi- 
nitely adopted. 

DIVISION   OF   BOTANY. 

SHEEP   GRAZING  IN  THE  FOREST  RESERVES. 

At  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Botanist  of  the 
Department  was  directed  early  in  July,  1897,  to  proceed  to  the  Cas- 
cade Forest  Reserve  of  Oregon  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the 
effect  of  sheep  grazing  on  the  forests  of  that  region,  an  agricultural 
investigation  for  which  his  long  experience  in  Western  botanical 
exploration  had  well  equipped  him.  The  report  demonstrates  that 
the  old  system  of  unrestricted  use  of  the  forest  lands  as  a  grazing 
common  is  a  public  evil  and  is  a  menace  to  other  branches  of  agricul- 
tural and  State  prosperity.  A  feasible  way  of  removing  this  menace 
is  conclusively  pointed  out,  and  fortunately  the  method  proposed  not 
only  is  not  antagonistic  to  the  interests  of  those  engaged  in  stock 
grazing,  but  is  distinctly  favorable  to  them.  The  adoption  of  the 
proposed  system  gives  every  promise  of  contributing  materially  to  the 
solidity  of  agricultural  institutions  in  the  West,  more  especially  to 
the  range-stock  industry  itself. 

CHICORY  GROWING,  ETC. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
United  States  imports  annually  at  least  $8,000,000  worth  of  minor 
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agricultural  products,  nearly  all  of  whicli  could  undoubtedly  be  grown 
witli  profit  by  the  farmers  of  this  country.  The  first  of  these  crops 
taken  up  for  investigation  was  chicory.  Following  the  Department's 
support  of  the  chicory-growing  industry,  which  consisted,  first,  in 
indorsing  a  tariff  of  1  cent  per  pound  on  imports  of  the  crude  root,  and 
secondly,  in  publishing,  after  a  careful  investigation,  a  full  report 
on  the  methods  of  chicory  growing,  the  imports  of  chicory,  which  in 
the  fiscal  year  1896  amounted  to  16,317,888  pounds,  and  in  1897  to 
17,329,170  pounds,  dropped  in  the  fiscal  year  1898  to  the  astonishing 
total  of  315,707  (raw)  pounds.  Making  due  allowance  for  the  heavy 
antetariif  imports  of  May  and  June,  1897,  it  is  clear  that  a  very  large 
percentage  of  the  chicory  consumed  in  the  United  States  during  the 
last  fiscal  year  was  grown  by  American  farmers.  Not  only  does  this 
result  appear  from  the  import  statistics  just  cited,  but  the  Depart- 
ment has  direct  information  of  the  establishment  and  successful  opera- 
tion of  chicory  farms  in  Michigan,  Nebraska,  and  other  States.  In 
several  respects  methods  of  chicory  growing  as  now  practiced  in  the 
United  States  are  superior  to  the  Belgian  methods  in  the  substitution 
of  horsepower  for  hand  cultivation,  the  use  of  superior  plows,  new 
and  much  cheaper  method  of  digging  the  root,  and  more  efficient 
slicing  and  evaporating  machinery. 

Investigations  of  other  miscellaneous  agricultural  imports  of  the 
United  States  are  now  under  way. 

SEED   TESTING. 

To  the  Division  of  Botany  has  been  intrusted  the  task  of  testing  all 
the  seeds  sent  out  by  the  Department,  not  only  those  of  the  regular 
departmental  distribution,  but  those  imported  through  the  recently 
established  Section  of  Seed  and  Plant  Introduction  and  those  procured 
in  other  ways  for  the  experimental  work  of  the  various  Divisions. 
Never  before  has  the  Department  distributed  seeds  of  higher  purity 
and  germinative  capacity  than  during  the  past  year.  Furthermore, 
an  elaborate  series  of  field  tests  was  made  to  ascertain,  whether  the 
seeds  were  really  of  the  varieties  stipulated  in  the  contract.  It  was 
found  that  in  several  cases  the  varieties  were  wholly  at  variance  with 
the  contract,  seeds  of  cheaper  varieties  having  been  substituted,  pre- 
sumably by  the  subcontractors.  The  fact  that  these  varieties  were 
not  true  to  name  could  not,  of  course,  be  ascertained  for  several 
months  after  the  seeds  were  distributed,  but  a  portion  of  the  purchase 
money  was  withheld,  pending  the  result  of  the  field  tests,  and  a  com- 
mensurate reduction  was  made  in  the  price  paid  for  the  seed.  The 
principal  beneficial  result  of  this  action  is  expected  to  lie  in  its  warn- 
ing to  future  contractors  that  they  will  be  paid  for  no  inferior  seed, 
whether  this  inferiority  is  due  to  themselves  or  to  their  subcontractors. 

The  seeds  purchased  in  Russia  by  Prof.  N.  E.  Hansen,  special  agent 
of  the  Department,  for  introduction  into  the  United  States,  upon 
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their  receipt  in  Washington  were  found  to  contain  a  large  amount  of 
weed  seed,  in  many  cases  of  kinds  not  yet  known  in  the  United  States. 
On  account  of  the  lack  of  seed-cleaning  machinery  in  the  districts  in 
which  the  seed  was  purchased  it  was  impossible  to  get  clean  seed. 
Every  package,  therefore,  was  carefully  tested  in  Washington  City 
for  purity,  and  if  found  to  contain  weed  seeds  was  carefully  cleaned, 
either  by  machinery  or  by  hand.  Furthermore,  the  seeds  when  dis- 
tributed were  accompanied  by  a  memorandum  calling  attention  to 
the  danger  from  foreign  weeds  and  directing  their  extermination, 
should  any  appear. 

GINSENG. 

The  efforts  of  the  Department  in  encouraging  the  cultivation  of 
ginseng  have  met  with  gratifying  success.  An  investigation  of  the 
subject  was  begun  in  1893  and  a  report  issued  in  the  following  year. 
At  that  time  the  Department  announced  the  cultivation  of  the  root 
as  feasible,  but  could  of  course  give  no  information  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  cultivated  root  would  be  received  in  the  Chinese  market. 
During  the  past  four  years,  however,  experimentation  in  ginseng 
culture  has  gone  steadily  on.  The  cultivated  product  has  been  mar- 
keted, and  the  commercial  status  of  cultivated  American  ginseng 
established.  First-class  cultivated  roots,  dried,  have  been  selling 
during  the  past  year  at  $5.60  to  16  per  pound,  slightly  in  advance  of 
the  best  wild  root.  The  Department,  therefore,  fully  indorses  the 
cultivation  of  American  ginseng  as  an  additional  resource  of  the 
American  farmer. 

DIVISION  OF  POMOLOGY. 

VS^ORK   DURING   THE    YEAR. 

The  distribution  among  experimenters,  in  different  sections  of  the 
country,  of  trees,  scions,  cuttings,  plants,  vines,  and  seeds  of  fruit- 
bearing  varieties  and  species  amounted  to  200  lots,  including  185 
varieties  and  26  species. 

In  preparing  an  exhibit  of  fruit  models  for  the  Trans-Mississippi 
International  Exhibition  at  Omaha  a  plan  was  adopted  by  the  Division 
which  would  furnish  information  to  observant  visitors  as  to  the 
appearance  and  varied  characteristics  of  important  fruits.  The 
exhibit  was  divided  into  groups  illustrating  the  principal  commercial 
apple  grown  in  the  trans-Mississippi  region,  the  varieties  adapted  to 
dessert  and  other  uses  in  the  same  region,  Russian  and  crabs,  new 
and  small  varieties,  and  specimens  of  the  leading  commercial  and 
dessert  fruits  of  the  United  States. 

A  special  investigation  of  the  fruit  districts  of  the  Pacific  slope  was 
made  during  the  year,  and  the  results  will  be  included  in  the  next 
revision  of  the  Fruit  Catalogue,  to  be  issued  during  the  coming  fiscal 
year.      For  this  purpose,  I  appointed  Prof.  E.  J.  Wilson,  of  the 
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University  of  California,  a  special  agent  of  this  Division  for  a  period  of 
six  months;  also  Prof.  W.  H.  Ragan,  of  Greenoastle,  Ind.,  as  special 
agent  for  three  months.  Professor  Ragan  is  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  revision  of  Catalogue  of  the  American  Pomological  Society, 
and  the  appointment  was  made  in  recognition  of  the  cooperative 
work  undertaken  by  this  Division  with  the  society  in  the  revision  of 
this  catalogue. 

Descriptions  of  486  fruits  were  added  to.  the  files,  75  wax  models 
were  completed,  and  200  water  colors  were  made  during  the  year. 

WORK  IN  PROGRESS. 

An  investigation  of  the  present  status  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
European  grape  in  the  Southeastern  section  of  the  United  States  is 
being  made.  This  is  being  done  in  cooperation  with  the  Section  of 
Seed  and  Plant  Introduction,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
advisability  of  renewed  efforts  in  the  introduction  and  cultivation  of 
varieties  of  Vitis  vinifera  on  resistant  stocks  in  that  region. 

Many  of  the  promising  fruit-bearing  species  of  foreign  countries 
referred  to  in  last  year's  report  will  soon  be  introduced  into  this  coun- 
trjr  for  experimental  cultivation. 

DIVISION   OF   PUBLICATIONS. 

MEDIUM   FOR   DIFFUSION   OF   INFORMATION. 

The  Division  of  Publications  is  the  medium  for  the  diffusion  of  the 
information  acquired  by  the  various  Bureaus,  Offices,  and  Divisions  of 
the  Department.  The  results  of  the  investigations  for  the  promotion 
of  agriculture  and  the  information  acquired  by  the  corps  of  scientists 
and  experts  are  made  available  through  various  forms  of  publica- 
tions, of  which  501  were  issued  during  the  year,  and  the  total  number 
of  printed  copies  amounted  to  6,280,365.  These  publications  com- 
prised technical  reports  and  popular  bulletins,  and  circulars  on  agri- 
cultural and  kindred  subjects,  and  they  were  distributed  as  promptly 
as  our  facilities  afforded  to  the  very  large  proportion  of  our  people 
interested  in  or  actually  engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  large  number  of  copies  of  publications  distributed,  they  were 
not  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands;  and  it  is  evident  that  only  by  an 
increased  appropriation  will  it  be  possible  to  place  the  results  of  the 
work  of  this  Department  in  the  hands  of  all  who  are  justly  entitled 
to  the  same. 

It  is  extremely  gratifying  to  know  that  a  knowledge  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  its  usefulness  is  more  widely  prevalent  than  at  anytime  in  its 
history.  This  is  due  in  a  measure  to  the  great  increase  in  the  number 
of  small  popular  pamphlets  and  the  wide  distribution  of  them.  At 
the  same  time  there  has  been  no  retrogression  in  the  scientific  and 
technical  reports  which  record   the  investigations  and  researches 
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made  by  our  scientists  and  experts,  and  afford  a  permanent  record  of 
our  acMevements  in  the  various  realms  of  inquiry.  These  bulletins 
have  been  distributed  with  the  greatest  possible  discretion.  As 
regards  all  the  bulletins  and  reports,  the  effort  has  been  to  place 
them  in  the  hands  of  the  persons  who  actually  need  them,  and  to  deny 
the  publications  to  all  who  apply  for  them  simply  to  gratify  a  desire 
to  obtain  something  because  it  is  free. 

THE   YEARBOOK. 

An  interesting  feature  was  added  to  the  Yearbook  for  1897,  consist- 
ing of  a  series  of  19  papers,  aggregating  220  printed  pages,  prepared 
by  the  various  chiefs  of  Bureaus,  Offices,  and  Divisions,  setting  forth 
the  work  of  each  in  relation  to  the  farmer.  The  Yearbook  also  con- 
tained 18  miscellaneous  papers  on  agricultural  and  kindred  subjects, 
besides  my  preliminary  report  and  the  appendix  of  useful  informa- 
tion, aggregating  786  pages.  In  this  connection,  I  am  constrained  to 
recommend  an  increase  in  the  quota  of  this  publication  allotted  to  the 
Department.  For  several  years  this  allotment  has  consisted  of  only 
30,000  copies,  which  is  inadequate  to  supply  the  correspondents  and 
others  who  receive  no  other  compensation  for  the  valuable  services 
they  render  the  Department,  to  say  nothing  of  the  demands  from  mis- 
cellaneous applicants,  both  domestic  and  foreign.  For  such  purposes 
there  should  be  at  least  20,000  copies,  making  the  entire  quota  of  the 
Department  50,000,  while  Congress  might  order  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  its  Senators  and  Members  such  number  as  it  sees  fit,  its  proportion 
now  being  470,000  copies.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  growing  popular- 
ity of  the  Yearbook  is  due  to  its  improved  character  and  to  the 
increased  knowledge  in  regard  to  it. 

The  preparation  of  the  volume  for  1898  is  already  far  advanced, 
and  for  1899  I  am  considering  the  propriety  of  making  a  special 
effort  to  prepare  a  publication  which  shall  contain  a  resume  of  the 
achievements  in  the  United  States  in  every  branch  of  science  as 
related  to  agriculture  during  the  nineteenth  century  for  distri- 
bution at  the  Paris  Exposition.  At  least  50,000  copies  could  be 
advantageously  distributed,  and  I  have  no  doubt  Congress  will  vote 
an  increased  appropriation  for  such  purpose. 

farmers'  bulletins. 

The  amount  expended  for  printing  Farmsrs'  Bulletins  during  the 
year  was  $32,756.46,  the  total  number  of  copies  being  2,170,000,  of 
which  1,580,000  were  distributed  upon  the  order  of  Senators,  Repre- 
sentatives, and  Delegates  in  Congress,  the  quota  of  each  being  4,000 
copies.  Heretofore  the  quota  was  5,000  copies,  which  was  reduced 
because  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  appropriation  for  these  bulletins. 
Requests  from  Members  of  Congress  for  additional  copies  aggregat- 
ing over  100,000  copies  had  to  be  refused,  owing  to  this  cause.    The 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE.    1671 

growing  demand  for  these  bulletins  warrants  the  recommendation 
that  adequate  funds  be  made  available  for  their  preparation,  print- 
ing, and  distribution. 

THE   DISTRIBUTION   OF   DOCUMENTS. 

The  distribution  of  the  publications  of  the  Department  has  pro- 
ceeded in  accordance  with  the  law  of  January  12, 1895,  occupying  the 
time  and  energies  of  the  considerable  force  of  employees  necessary  to 
mail,  including  publications  and  circulars,  more  than  7,000,000  docu- 
ments. A  special  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  duplication,  and 
this  precaution  has  made  it  possible  to  supply  many  deserving  persons 
who  would  otherwise  have  been  deprived  of  the  publications. 

The  documents  turned  over  to  the  Superintendent  of  Documents 
have  met  with  ready  sale,  outnumbering  those  of  all  the  other  Depart- 
ments combined,  the  amount  which  he  realized  from  such  sales  being 
$2,089.15.  The  sum  so  realized  should  be  made  available  for  reprint- 
ing the  publications  that  become  exhausted,  thus  renewing  the  supply 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  willing  to  pay  the  nominal  price  afflxed. 

AN   UNJUST   RESTRICTION. 

I  feel  constrained  to  again  recommend  the  repeal  or  alteration  of 
the  provision  of  the  act  providing  for  the  public  printing  and  binding 
and  the  distribution  of  public  documents,  approved  January  12, 
1895,  which  restricts  to  1,000  copies  in  any  one  year  all  publications 
exceeding  in  size  100  octavo  pages.  Not  infrequently  a  most  val- 
uable report  is  necessarily  larger,  and  the  restriction  referred  to 
prevents  its  proper  dissemination,  withholding  from  many  people, 
specially  interested,  valuable  information  to  which  they  are  entitled. 
It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  Congress  will  speedily  remove  this  and 
every  other  barrier,  so  as  to  allow  the  widest  possible  diffusion  of 
the  information  acquired  by  the  Department. 

DIVISION  OF  STATISTICS. 
INVESTIGATIONS   OF  THE  YEAR. 

The  principal  work  of  the  Division  of  Statistics  consists  of  the  col- 
lection and  publication  of  information  concerning  the  condition,  acre- 
age, and  production  of  the  principal  products  of  the  soil,  and  the 
number,  value,  and  condition  of  farm  animals. 

Among  the  subjects  which  have  been  investigated  by  the  experts 
of  this  Division  are  the  consumption  of  commercial  fertilizers,  the 
changes  in  the  rate  of  charge  for  railway  and  other  transportation 
ser-saces,  the  cost  of  raising  a  bale  of  cotton,  the  production  of  sugar 
in  the  United  States,  the  world's  production  and  consumption  of  wool, 
and  the  application  of  the  principle  of  cooperation  to  farming  or  for 
the  farmers'  benefit.  Reports  on  the  two  first  mentioned  have  been 
published.     The  others  are  in  progress. 
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IMPROVEMENT  IN  CROP  REPORTING  SYSTEM. 

One  of  the  most  important  duties  devolving  upon  this  Division  is 
crop  reporting.  The  Statistician  has  devoted  special  attention  to  the 
subject  of  improving  these  reports  and  organizing  a  system  which  shall 
be  less  cumbersome  and  more  efSeient.  During  the  year  the  number 
of  State  agents  has  been  increased  from  twenty  to  forty-one,  and  the 
relative  increase  in  the  reports  received  from  voluntary  reporters, 
both  county  and  township,  has  been  very  considerable.  The  Statis- 
tician earnestly  recommends,  as  a  further  step  in  securing  efficient 
service  and  adding  to  the  value  of  the  improvements  already  secured, 
the  appointment  of  five  traveling  inspectors,  whose  duties  shall  include 
the  periodic  visitation  of  State  and  county  agents,  and  who  shall  visit 
the  principal  agricultural  regions  after  seedtime  and  during  critical 
periods  of  the  growing  season,  and  finally,  after  harvest,  reporting 
the  results  of  their  observations  to  the  Statistician.  In  view  of  the 
value  of  these  reports,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  Congress  reduced  the 
appropriation  for  this  Division  for  the  current  year. 

IMPOSSIBILITY   OF  ANTICIPATING   FINAL  OFFICIAL  FIGUEBS. 

For  many  years  charges  have  been  made  that  certain  operators  on 
the  different  produce  exchanges  have  had  in  their  possession,  several 
hours  in  advance  of  publication,  statements  relative  to  the  crop 
reports  alleged  to  have  been  obtained  from  official  sources.  In  many 
cases  the  figures  closely  corresponded  with  the  figures  subsequently 
announced  by  this  Department.  It  was  evidently  necessary  to  make 
such  allegations  impossible,  and  without  reflecting  upon  anyone  of 
the  employees  of  the  Division,  changes  have  been  made  in  the  han- 
dling of  the  returns  which  make  it  practically  impossible  for  anyone 
to  anticipate  the  final  offtcial  figures.  The  fact  that  since  these 
changes  were  made  the  discrepancy  between  the  figures  claimed  to 
have  been  prematurely  obtained  and  those  actually  published  by  the 
Department  has  been  marked  is  a  matter  of  congratulation,  and 
should  confirm  the  falsity  of  any  such  allegations  in  the  future. 

INVESTIGATION   OF  THE   CONSUMPTION  OF  WHEAT. 

Owing  to  the  uncertainty  that  prevails  as  to  the  annual  per  capita 
consumption  of  wheat  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  absolutely 
reliable  information  concerning  the  amount  produced  from  year  to 
year,  it  is  proposed  to  so  extend  the  work  of  this  Division  as  shall 
enable  the  Department  to  speak  with  a  greater  degree  of  confidence 
and  authority  concerning  the  much-discussed  food  problem  of  the 
United  States  and  the  world  at  large.  To  this  end  it  is  proposed  to 
establish  a  record  of  movement  and  supply,  which  will  prove  a 
valuable  check  upon  the  statistics  of  production  and  pave  the  way  for 
an  investigation  of  the  consumption  of  wheat   in  certain  typical 
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communities  that  would  be  of  the  highest  statistical  and  economic 
value. 

In  connection  with  this  work  the  five  traveling  inspectors  already 
recommended  could  be  employed  to  great  advantage. 

CROP-REPORTING   SYSTEM  FOR  NEW  TERRITORY. 

The  recent  acquisition  of  territory  brings  under  control  of  the 
United  States  islands  the  products  of  whose  soils  are  so  large  and  of 
such  vital  importance  that  adequate  provision  must  be  made  for  the 
establishment  of  an  efllcient  system  of  crop  reporting  in  all  these 
islands. 

DIVISION  OF  ACCOTTNTS  AND  DISBTTBSEMENTS. 

IMPROVED   BUSINESS  METHODS. 

The  regulations  governing  financial  transactions  with  the  Depart- 
ment have  been  thoroughly  revised  during  the  year  and  made  to  con- 
form with  new  and  amended  laws,  as  well  as  with  recent  rulings  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Department  of  Justice.  Thus  revised,  the  regu- 
lations have  been  published  and  supplied  to  persons  interested. 

The  Accounting  Officer  of  the  Department  has  performed  an  impor- 
tant service  during  the  year  by  aiding  in  the  formulation  of  a  more 
satisfactory  method  of  public  advertising  and  settlement  of  accounts 
in  that  connection,  by  which  uniformity,  accuracy,  and  a  permanent 
record  of  details  have  been  secured  and  a  great  saving  of  money 
effected.  In  the  consideration  of  such  questions  he  acted  in  connec- 
tion with  a  committee  of  representatives  from  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments, with  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Treasury  as  chairman.  A  better 
form  for  requests  for  transportation  for  persons  traveling  on  Govern- 
ment business  was  adopted  at  the  same  time.  Another  step  in  the 
direction  of  improvement  of  business  methods  was  the  assignment  of 
a  well-qualified  official  to  the  duties  of  law  clerk. 

RECEIPTS  AND   EXPENDITURES. 

During  the  year  there  were  received,  audited,  and  paid  by  the 
Department  15,576  accounts,  including  supplemental  accounts  for 
1896  and  1897,  as  follows:  Divisional,  4,658,  amounting  to  $847,621.64; 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  3,606,  amounting  to  $733,901.66 ;  Weather 
Bureau,  7,312,  amounting  to  $830,437.55;  and  the  settlement  of  these 
accounts  required  the  issuance  of  25,593  checks. 

From  the  appropriations  for  1898  the  total  disbursement  through 
the  Department  prior  to  July  1,  1898,  was  $2,245,334.08.  There 
remained  at  that  date  unpaid  bills  for  that  year  aggregating  $170,000. 
When  these  shall  have  been  paid  there  will  be  a  final  balance  to  return 
to  the  Treasury  of  nearly  $50,000. 
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The  total  amount  paid  out  during  the  year  was  $2,411,960.85,  which 
includes  supplementary  payments  for  1896  and  1897.  The  accounts 
for  1896  were  finally  closed  and  $488,833.58  was  covered  into  the 
Treasury  as  an  unexpended  balance. 

During  the  year  $8,071.06  was  received  from  sales  of  Government 
property  and  for  services,  and  will  go  into  the  Treasury  as  part  of  the 
surplus  for  the  year.  Of  this  amount,  $4,220.19  is  made  up  of  receipts 
from  the  seacoast  telegraph  lines  and  $3,464.61  is  from  sales  of  con- 
demned property. 

A  perusal  of  the  foregoing  review  of  the  operations  of  the  Depart- 
ment during  the  past  fiscal  year  Justifies  the  statement  that  the 
record  of  the  year  has  been  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  growth  and 
development.  There  has  been  manifested  in  many  ways  a  wide- 
spread interest  in  the  work  of  the  Department  and  an  appreciation  of 
the  value  of  its  investigations  to  the  producers  of  this  country.  The 
demand  for  information  from  the  Department  has  been  unprece- 
dented, and  covers  the  greatest  variety  of  agricultural  problems. 
Day  by  day  the  fact  is  more  and  more  fully  acknowledged  that  the 
services  of  the  Department  to  the  producer  are  of  the  first  importance, 
and  such  as  can  be  rendered  to  him  through  no  other  agency. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

James  Wilson, 

Secretary. 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  2S,  1898. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  OF  CONGRESS. 


Library  op  Congress, 
Washington,  December  12,  i8g8. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  as  Librarian  of 
Congress. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898: 

RECEIRTS   FROM  COPYRIGHT. 

Amount  of  fees  earned. 
1897: 

X"iy-  •  - l3, 769.00 

August 4,  296.  00 

September 4^  55g.  jo 

October 4^  899.  00 

November 4,  062. 00 

December 5  262.  00 

1898: 

January 6,  224.  50 

February 4^  204.  00 

March 4,  865.  00 

Apnl 4,  835.  50 

May 4,  610.  50 

J"°e 4,  339-  50 

Total 55,  926.  50 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries,  Library  of  Congress |ii4,  744.  38 

Increase  of  Library,  purchase  of  books,  etc g,  498.  63 

Contingent  expenses.  Library  of  Congress 2,  000.  00 

Total 126,  243.  01 

LIBRARY   ACCESSIONS. 

The  additions  to  the  Library  during  the  fiscal  year  have  been  made 
upon  systematic  lines.  The  first  consideration  was  ' '  the  filling  of  the 
gaps, ' '  and  especially  in  the  way  of  periodicals  and  newspapers.  The 
Library,  for  instance,  proposes  to  obtain  complete  sets  of  every  periodical 
included  in  Poole's  Index;  and  while  a  large  proportion  of  the  Poole 
references  is  on  our  shelves,  the  additions,  when  completed,  will  bring 
the  student  within  the  widest  range  of  periodical  literature.  And  when 
we  recall  the  importance  now  attached  to  the  periodical,  to  the  growth  of 
serial  works  on  special  themes,  and  the  tendency  of  the  masters  of  modern 
thought  to  find  thus  the  most  convenient  form  of  expression,  the  value 
or  this  will  be  appreciated.  We  do  not  overlook  the  importance  of  hav- 
ing, as  far  as  possible,  an  author's  completed  works.     If,  for  instance,  we 
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have  one  of  the  books  of  Mr.  Bancroft  or  Mr.  Prescott,  we  should  have  all 
of  them.  This  is  somewhat  difficult,  as  useful  books  become  rare,  and  are 
costly  because  of  their  rarity.  The  catalogues  are,  however,  carefully 
studied,  opportunity  accepted  when  found,  and  eventually  we  hope  to  pos- 
sess the  complete  works  of  every  writer  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  lyibrary, 
and  more  especially  a  complete  collection  of  American  authors. 

The  lyibrary  as  a  school  of  research  is  kept  in  mind.  Thus,  when 
feasible,  the  Library  buys  whatever  illustrates  Shakespeare,  Dante, 
Goethe,  and  other  classics,  or  certain  branches  of  science.  Our  collections 
in  these  and  other  departments  are  comprehensive  and  valuable. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  political,  social,  and  religious 
movements  attendant  upon  the  development  of  the  Republic.  In  reli- 
gion, for  instance,  we  have  the  Church  of  the  Disciples  of  Christ;  in 
politics,  in  addition  to  other  phenomena,  we  have  anti-Masonry  and 
Know-Nothingism.  In  a  Social  as  well  as  a  political  way  we  have  what- 
ever illustrates  antislavery,  prohibition,  and  woman's  rights.  Attention 
is  specially  given  to  the  many  changes  in  our  legislation  as  regards  politi- 
cal economy  and  finance.  The  Mormon  Church  is  an  emphatic  condition, 
and  we  have  sought  whatever  pertains  to  its  progress.  There  are  likewise 
many  less  important,  but  no  less  interesting,  phases  of  faith,  ambition, 
hallucination,  and  romance  which  blend  into  our  history.  They  illus- 
trate the  rapid,  perhaps  inexplicable,  changes  of  national  thought — ^what 
to-day  is  and  what  to-morrow  is  not — and  it  is  our  effort  that  the  lyibrary 
should  possess  whatever  illustrates  their  inception  and  growth. 

Take,  as  an  example,  the  Southern  Confederacy — the  most  pronounced 
political  movement  since  the  French  Revolution.  Any  publication  illus- 
trating the  civil  war  or  its  causes  is  welcomed  to  the  end  that  in  a  century 
or  so,  when  the  mind  of  the  historian  can  impartially  view  the  stupendous 
evolution,  the  Library  will  be  the  one  assured  field  of.  research.  We 
have  already  a  very  large  assortment  of  Confederate  publications  in  the 
way  of  documents  and  literature,  but  not  so  complete  as  could  be  desired. 
Whatever  pertains  to  the  Confederacy — its  polemics,  music,  war  songs, 
and  domestic  songs;  its  newspaper  writings  as  well  as  broadsides;  its 
manuscripts,  official  publications,  and  war  narratives — ^will  be  preserved. 

Whatever  throws  light  upon  the  early  history  of  the  several  States, 
their  foundation  and  growth,  is  sought.  We  are  rich  in  the  history  of 
New  England  and  the  Colonies,  although  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  gaps 
were  not  filled  when  it  could  have  been  done  with  convenience  and  with- 
out large  expense.  Taking  a  lesson  from  experience,  the  Library  is 
endeavoring  to  complete  the  early  chronicles  of  the  more  recent  Common- 
wealths, those  especially  which  came  with  the  Mexican  war  and  the 
annexation  of  Texas  and  Alaska.  Already  a  large  amount  of  material 
pertaining  to  the  Klondike  and  surrounding  regions  has  been  arranged 
and  made  ready  for  the  shelves.  Much  of  this  came  to  us  in  the  form 
of  newspaper  clippings,  letters,  telegrams,  commercial  posters,  and  adver- 
tisements— trivial  now,  but  sure  to  be  invaluable  in  the  next  generation 
as  showing  the  incipient  stages  of  a  new  and  growing  Commonwealth. 

In  the  same  line  of  research  the  Library  at  the  time  of  the  death  of 
Prince  Bismarck  and  of  Mr.  Gladstone  purchased  whatever  appeared  in 
contemporary  literature  pertaining  to  their  careers.  In  .this  was  embod- 
ied two  generations  of  German  and  English  history.  By  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  opportunity,  the  Library  obtains  at  a  moderate  expense 
unique  and  priceless  collections  which  can  never  be  replaced.  We  can 
understand  the  importance  of  this,  remembering  what  would  be  the 
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■  value  of  similar  collections  had  they  been  made  at  the  time  when 
Washington,  Napoleon,  and  Lincoln  passed  away. 

While  thus  considering  research  in  American  lines  of  work,  and  filling 
up  gaps,  attention  has  been  given  to  the  current  literature  of  Great 
Britain,  and,  in  a  lesser  degree,  of  Germany  and  France.  We  have 
added  to  the  Library  nearly  every  useful  book  that  has  come  in  the  cur- 
rent year  from  the  English  press,  as  well  as  new  and  annotated  editions 
of  famous  works. 

The  Library,  for  obvious  reasons,  arising  out  of  recent  events,  has 
given  attention  to  Spanish  publications  in  history,  jurisprudence,  and 
geography,  and  especially  what  concerns  the  Antilles  and  the  Philippines. 
A  bulletin  containing  what  we  have  gathered  upon  these  themes  will  be 
sent  to  Congress.  In  addition,  some  purchases,  mainly  historical  and 
bibliographical,  have  been  made  in  Germany  and  France.  The  Library 
would  be  justified  in  spending  as  much  money  on  continental  literature  as 
upon  that  of  Great  Britain.  This  is  the  home  of  many  races  coming  and 
still  to  come,  who  are  welcomed  with  undiminished  hospitality  to  our 
ultimate  citizenship.  A  national  library  can  have  for  them  no  feature  of 
more  enduring  interest  than  that  which  tells  them  of  their  history,  litera- 
ture, and  ancestry.  The  large  immigration  of  Germans,  their  widening 
influence  in  the  formation  of  American  character,  their  interest  in  Ger- 
man history,  literature,  and  genealogy — an  interest  sure  to  remain  with 
their  descendants — would  be  the  highest  reason  for  a  very  full  German 
collection  in  our  National  Library.  France,  in  whose  language  will  be 
found  the  literature  of  all  times,  should  have  a  commanding  place. 

The  Same  might  be  said  of  Italy,  the  literature  of  Russia  with  its 
recent  strenuous  advance,  that  of  Scandinavia  as  well  as  of  the  vanished 
and  vanishing  tongues  which  remain  as  fragments  of  dissolving  civili- 
zations. There  are  the  realms  of  research  in  Arabia,  India,  China,  and 
Japan,  whose  frontiers  we  are  but  approaching. 

It  was  with  this  view  that  the  Librarian,  after  consultation  with  Mr. 
Day,  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  addressed  a  circular  letter  commending 
the  work  of  the  Library  extension  to  our  diplomatic  and  consular  repre- 
sentatives. As  will  be  seen  by  the  terms  of  the  circular,  which  appears 
in  the  appendix,  the  Library  asked  the  advice  and  assistance  of  our 
foreign  representatives  with  the  view  of  obtaining  additions  by  pur- 
chase or  exchange.  Aiming  at  the  literature  of  the  world,  it  was 
believed  that  those  who  served  the  Government  in  every  part  of  the 
world  would  rejoice  in  the  strengthening  of  what  in  its  highest  sense  is 
a  great  national  institution.  An  American  ofScial  on  the  spot  could  see 
the  opportunity  for  timely  purchases,  and  note  the  chance  of  exchange 
with  foreign  governments.  Under  a  reciprocal  and  considerate  policy, 
the  Library  by  the  mere  processes  of  administration  could  be  largely 
increased  in  value.  The  response  to  the  circular  which  Mr.  Secretary 
Day  transmitted  to  our  foreign  representatives  was  gratifying  and  resulted 
in  many  valuable  additions.  A  summary  of  what  was  thus  received  is 
embodied  in  the  appendix. 

While  the  Librarian  is  grateful  for  the  recent  increased  appropriation 
of  $15,000,  it  would  be  wise  to  increase  this  so  as  to  broaden  the  Library 
in  every  phase  of  progress.  The  department  of  manuscripts  should  be 
prepared  to  purchase  some  of  the  rare  possessions  always  coming  within 
reach.  We  should  give  the  department  of  music  the  scores  of  the 
masters,  so  that  with  small  expense  and  in  a  short  time  our  already 
noble  musical  collection  would  be  the  largest  in  the  world  and  a  national 
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\ 
center  of  musical  study.     But  while  these  departments,  not  to  speak  of 
others  whose  wants  are  dwelt  on  elsewhere,  are  earnestly  commended  to 
Congress,  the  paramount  duty  is  the  strengthening  of  the  I<ibrary  as  a 
collection  of  books. 

For  while  the  I^ibrary  enjoys  an  advantage  as  the  recipient  of  the 
copyright  publications,  a  good  portion  of  what  is  thus  acquired  must, 
for  the  present  generation  at  least,  be  of  temporary  value.  While  these 
copyright  additions  will  in  their  day  be  sought  by  the  student  of  man- 
ners and  morals,  attaining  an  importance  impossible  to  anticipate,  they 
are  but  a  limited  contribution  to  the  immediate  vital  force  of  the  I^ibrary. 
While  given  due  place,  the  I^ibrary  should  be  strengthened  by  that 
wise  munificence  of  Congress  to  which  we  alone  can  appeal  for  its 
growth.  As  a  national  institution  it  is  as  yet  in  its  earliest  stages. 
The  country  scarcely  knows  of  its  existence  nor  of  the  treasures  already 
in  its  keeping.  While  other  national  libraries,  notably  those  of  England 
and  France,  are  enriched  by  gifts  from  private  sources,  the  tendency  of 
the  American  is  to  send  his  gifts,  where  they  take  the  form  of  books,  to 
the  library  of  his  college.  State,  or  town.  If  the  American  felt  the  same 
interest  in  his  national  library  as  the  Englishman  in  the  British  Museum, 
in  a  few  years  we  should  have  one  of  the  three  great  libraries  of  the 
world.  The  fact  that  we  depend  almost  alone  upon  the  accretions  of  the 
Copyright  Department  and  the  modest  appropriations  of  Congress  nar- 
rows our  scope  and  limits  our  usefulness. 

Moreover,  in  thus  commending  the  lyibrary  to  the  special  grace  of 
Congress,  it  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  money  thus  set  aside  in  the 
endowment  of  an  institution  worthy  of  the  Republic — looking  toward  its 
place  with  the  national  libraries  of  England  and  France — is  an  asset, 
not  an  expense.  Every  dollar  given  toward  its  development,  in  what- 
ever form — of  law,  music,  manuscripts,  the  graphic  arts,  as  well  as  gen- 
eral literature — adds  to  its  mere  money  value.  The  British  Museum — 
representing  as  it  does  the  investment  of  large  sums — is  to-day  as  a  mere 
asset  of  national  property  worth  to  the  treasury  far  more  than  it  cost. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  lyibrary  of  Congress. 

I^ast  year  it  was  impossible  to  give  anything  but  an  estimate  of  the 
contents  of  the  lyibrary.  A  careful  count  has  been  made  up  to  September 
30,  1898,  with  the  following  result: 

ENUMERATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

Vols. 

General  history 2,  477 

History,  biography,  and  description  of  all  countries  except  America  and  Great 

Britain 15,  406 

General  foreign  biography 2,  046 

Individual  foreign  biography 4,  665 

Genealogy,  heraldry,  costume,  etc 898 

Great  Britain 5,  190 

General  British  biography 832 

Individual  British  biography 4,  502 

British  genealogy 364 

America 20, 058 

General  American  biography 899 

Individual  American  biography 3,  639 

American  genealogy i,  348 

Mathematics 4.  710 

Geology 2,  712 

Physics 2,  267 

Astronomy 3i  071 

Chemistry i,  361 
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Enumeration  of  the  Library — Continued. 

Vols. 

Medicine lo,  025 

General  natural  history i,  877 

Zoology 4,  688 

Botany 2,  413 

Agriculture 3, 417 

Useful  arts 12, 491 

Churcli  history 5,  690 

Theology 24,  258 

Law  library loi,  868 

Law  books  in  general  library i,  156 

International  law 2,  737 

State  papers 374 

Colonies 767 

Statistics 4,  990 

Economics 967 

Elections 404 

Finance 2,  697 

Science  of  government 2,  063 

Legislative  proceedings,  public  documents,  etc 53,  475 

Directories,  yearbooks,  and  almanacs 13,  729 

Political  science 3,  170 

Philosophy  and  education 7,  260 

Sociology 6,  213 

M34hology  and  superstitions i,  604 

Geography 5,  331 

Architecture i,  537 

Fine  arts 4,  391 

Music II,  192 

Poetry  18, 230 

Drama 3,  469 

Fiction 34,  102 

Letters  and  conversations i,  445 

Rhetoric 3,  823 

Literature 8,  036 

Language 5,  980 

Collected  works 14, 103 

Essays 4,  478 

Ana,  wit  and  humor  and  quotations i,  849 

Smithsonian  collection  of  publications  of  learned  societies 47,  573 

Periodicals 30, 862 

Newspapers 17,  649 

Miscellaneous  collections : 

Reference  books  in  the  reading  room  and  departments 7,  439 

Thomas  Jefferson's  library  (estimated) 2,  000 

Rare  books  in  oflSce  and  on  exhibition 3,  725 

Toner  collection 21,  662 

Washington  collection 836 

Shakespeare  collection i,  297 

Homer  collection 284 

Virgil  collection 223 

Dante  collection 137 

Goethe  collection 174 

Bums  collection i85 

Chinese  books 2,  882 

Turkish  books 437 

Books  in  raised  print  for  the  blind 2ig 

Books  at  the  bindery  and  in  mail  room 10,  690 

Books  loaned  out 1,  664 

Duplicates  taken  from  the  shelves 9,  999 

Uncatalogued  books  in  catalogue  department 17,  793 

Duplicate  and  uncatalogued  books 64, 647 

Total 70s,  122 

Copyright  deposits  (duplicates) 126,  985 

Grand  total 832, 107 
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Enumeration  of  the  Library — Continued. 

PAMPHI,ETS. 

Vols. 

Catalogued  and  on  shelves 50,  360 

Uncatalogued  and  duplicates 176,  612 

Total 226,  972 

Growth  of  Library  and  deposits,  fiscal  year  iSgS. 


Copy- 
riglit. 

Pur- 
chase. 

Ex- 
change. 

Gift. 

Total. 

Depart- 
ment 
total. 

Ivibrary: 

12,224 

7,064 

1,048 

5,136 

25, 472 

Periodical  department: 

12 
764 

532 

403 

520 

1,594 

532 

26 

1,388 

2,646 
1,388 

Hall  of  maps  and  charts: 

1,388 

Art  department: 

Prints                  

4,965 

35 

I 

23 

4,989 
35 

5 
39 

246 
59 

Manuscript  department: 

5 
42 

3 

310 

10, 767 

47 

556 

10, 848 

Ivaw  library; 

556 

ID,  848 

Music  department: 

22 

Totals 

30, 465 

8,199 

1,074 

6,243 

45,981 

45,981 

To  the  increase  of  the  number  of  books  in  the  Library  proper  (25,472) 
should  be  added  5,832  volumes  deposited  in  the  Library  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  and  placed  with  the  Smithsonian  deposit.  This  makes 
the  actual  growth  of  the  Library  in  books  for  the  fiscal  year,  from  all 
sources,  31,304  volumes. 

In  the  report  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1897,  the  Library 
was  estimated  at  787,715  volumes  and  218,340  pamphlets.  The  dupli- 
cates were  estimated  at  from  30  to  40  per  cent,  a  proportion  still  main- 
tained. What  was  known  as  an  estimate  last  year  may  be  accepted  now 
as  the  result  of  a  careful  count. 

We  have  been  unable  to  give  an  exact  statement  of  what  is  known  as 
the  Smithsonian  collection.  This  can  only  be  done  when  the  uncata- 
logued books  are  classified.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of 
books  and  pamphlets  supposed  to  embrace  the  Smithsonian  deposits: 

Publications  of  learned  societies  and  duplicates  in  east  stack  and  at  the 

National  Museum 47,  573 

In  the  chapters  of  the  Library 23,  528 

In  law  library  in  the  Capitol i,  884 

In  catalogue  room 218 

Uncatalogued  books  in  catalogue  department 2,  655 

At  bindery  and  in  mail  room i,  985 

Total " 77,  843 

Pieces  of  music  in  music  department 2,  730 

Inaugural  dissertations  and  pamphlets 18,  599 

Grand  total 99.  172 
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Frofti  the  beginning  of  October,  1897,  when  the  removal  of  the  books 
from  the  Capitol  was  completed,  till  November  i,  the  assistants  were 
engaged  in  placing  the  books  in  order  on  the  shelves.  During  this  period, 
while  the  reading  room  was  not  open  to  the  public,  books  were  freely 
supplied  to  such  students  as  came,  and  all  requests  from  Senators  and 
others  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  Library  were  granted. 

The  new  lyibrary  building  was  opened  to  the  public  November  i,  1897, 
and  has  remained  so  every  day  with  the  exception  of  Sundays  and  legal 
holidays.  The  reading  hours  have  been  from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  except 
on  a  few  Saturdays  in  July  and  August,  when  the  I<ibrary  was  closed 
at  noon.  Since  October  i  the  hours  have  been  extended  to  10  in  the 
evening.  While  Congress  was  in  session  the  lyibrary  was  kept  open  for 
its  use  until  adjournment. 

During  these  months  many  improvements  have  been  made  having  in 
view  the  efficiency  of  the  service.  Carpets  have  been  laid,  telephone 
communications  opened  with  the  other  departments  of  the  lyibrary,  the 
Capitol,  and  the  city,  and  by  long-distance  wires  with  other  cities.  With 
the  exception  of  a  slight  noise  from  the  book-carriers,  experiments  for 
the  reduction  of  which  are  in  progress,  silence  has  been  maintained.  The 
numbering  of  the  desks  and  the  rule  of  delivering  books  to  readers  at 
their  desks  conduce  to  order. 

A  daily  record  has  been  kept  of  the  readers,  as  well  as  the  number  of 
books  and  magazines  supplied.  It  will  be  interesting  to  note  from  the 
following  table  how  L,ibrary  attendance  varies  with  the  seasons.  In  Jan- 
uary, February,  March,  and  April  the  readers  were  the  most  numerous, 
the  highest  number  one  day  (April  6)  being  432;  the  smallest  (on  Sep- 
tember 9,  a  half  holiday),  41.     The  daily  average  was  155. 

Number  of  readers. 

1897: 

November 5,  866 

December 6,  513 

1898: 

January 7,  427 

February 6,  217 

March 7, 097 

April 6,  186 

May 6, 014 

June 5.  9°4 

July 4, 367 

August 3,  771 

September , 4, 131 

Total 63,  493 

Number  of  books  supplied  in  reading  room,  i8g8. 

1898: 

January u,  644 

February 11, 620 

March 15.  270 

April 15,  768 

May 10,  738 

June 10, 057 

July 7.  681 

August ; ip>  517 

September 10, 416 

Total - 103,  711 

Ab.  98 106 
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A  daily  record  has  also  been  kept  of  the  number  of  books  loaned  out. 
A  careful  system  of  double  entry  is  maintained,  so  that  it  is  possible  to 
tell  what  books  are  charged  to  any  person,  and  also  to  whom  a  given  book 
is  charged. 

Books  taken  from  the  Library,  i8g8. 

January 2, 426 

February 2,  372 

March 2,  492 

April 2,  276 

May I,  946 

June I,  966 

July ■■         639 

August 662 

September 730 

Total 15.  509 

Since  the  opening  of  the  branch  office  in  the  Capitol  and  the  use  of  the 
railway  and  tunnel,  the  demand  for  books  has  daily  increased.  During 
the  whole  of  the  eight  months  in  which  this  transit  system  has  been  in 
use,  there  has  been  no  delay  in  the  service  and  no  damage  to  the  books. 

The  I^ibrarian  is  glad  to  note  that  the  Library  is  becoming,  as  it  were, 
a  bureau  of  information,  consulted  by  people  from  all  sections.  Twenty 
years  ago,  and  as  a  rule,  the  Library  was  sought  for  a  specific  book; 
to-day  applicants  ask  advice  as  to  reading,  or  request  special  information. 
It  is  the  policy  of  the  Library  to  encourage  this  spirit  of  inquiry.  This 
often  requires  time  and  pains,  but  experience  shows  that  answers  can 
readily  be  found.  No  question  is  put  aside  until  every  channel  of  infor- 
mation is  exhausted.  Visitors  to  the  Library  in  search  of  some  one 
work  on  a  special  theme  of  interest  are  encouraged  to  consult  others  of 
the  same  character,  and  of  which  they,  perhaps,  had  no  knowledge. 
Inquiries  by  mail  are  mainly  requests  for  extracts  from  rare  books  or 
old  newspapers,  the  history  of  cases  before  foreign  tribunals,  suggestions 
as  to  reading,  help  in  research,  and  about  genealogy  and  family  history. 

When  it  is  found  that  a  book  called  for  by  a  reader  is  not  in  the  Library, 
the  title  is  taken  at  the  desk  and  the  volume  ordered  if  deemed  desirable. 
Cards  requesting  readers  to  furnish  the  Librarian  with  the  names  of 
books  desired  are  distributed  from  the  desk. 

Our  books  in  the  Chinese  language,  mainly  derived  by  purchase  from 
the  library  of  the  late  Caleb  Cushing,  the  first  American  envoy  to  China, 
have,  through  the  courtesy  of  His  Excellency  Wu  Ting-fang,  the  present 
Chinese  ambassador  to  Washington,  been  catalogued  by  some  of  the 
learned  gentlemen  connected  with  the  embassy.  For  the  kindness  of 
His  Excellency,  the  Librarian  makes  public  and  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment.    A  catalogue  of  this  unique  collection  appears  in  the  appendix. 

While  the  daily  service  of  the  Library  is  continued,  the  work  of  classi- 
fication and  arrangement  goes  on.  The  larger  part  of  the  Library  has  so 
far  advanced  that  no  further  arrangement  will  be  needed  until  the  con- 
summation of  the  reclassification.  Duplicates  are  eliminated  for  the 
purpose  of  exchange.  Uncatalogued  books,  law  books,  periodicals, 
maps,  and  music,  which  came  in  chaos  from  the  Capitol,  have  been 
assorted,  and  thousands  of  volumes  thus  received  given  place  on  the 
shelves. 
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LIBRARY  BULLETINS. 

The  following  bulletins  have  been  issued  by  the  I,ibrary  during  the 
year: 

GriiBn,  A.  P.  C,  and  Phillips,  P.  Lee:  List  of  books  relating  to  Cuba  (including 
references  to  collected  works  and  periodicals),  with  bibliography  of  maps.  February 
25,  1898.     Washington,  Government  Printing  OflSce,  1898. 

Griffin,  A.  P.  C. :  List  of  books  relating  to  Hawaii  (including  references  to  col- 
lected works  and  periodicals).     Washington,  1898. 

Phillips,  P.  Lee:  Alaska  and  the  northwest  part  of  North  America,  1588-1898. 
Maps  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  1898. 

Solberg,  Thorvald:  The  copyright  law  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  force 
January,  189S.  Washington,  1898  (office  of  the  register  of  copyrights.  Bulletin 
No.  1).  _  _ 

Catalogue  of  title  entries  of  books  and  other  articles  wherein  the  copyright  has 
been  completed  by  the  deposit  of  two  copies,  v.  13.  July  to  December,  1897.  4to. 
Washington,  1897.  Same,  v.  14.  January-March,  1898.  Washington,  1898.  963 
pp.  8vo.  Same,  v.  15.  April-June,  1898.  Washington,  1898,  1,075  PP-  8vo. 
Same,  v.  16.     July-September,  1898.     Washington,  1898.     1,001  pp.     8vo. 

Griffin,  A.  P.  C:  List  of  books  relating  to  the  Philippines.     Washington,  1898. 

Morrison,  Hugh  A.,  jr.:  List  of  books  and  articles  in  periodicals  regarding  the 
Nicaragua  and  other  interoceanic  canal  and  rairway  routes.     Washington,  1898. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

It  has  been  hoped  that  the  reorganization  of  the  Library  and  its  classi- 
fication would  be  so  far  advanced  as  to  justify  the  issue  of  monthly  bulle- 
tins. This  hope,  it  is  trusted,  will  soon  be  realized.  In  anticipation  of 
this,  several  bulletins  have  already  been  printed.  As  will  be  seen,  their 
publication  was  governed  by  the  condition  of  public  opinion  and  in  the 
belief  that  Congress  might  value  the  information  thus  presented.  The 
debates  on  Cuba,  the  overture  to  the  recent  war,  justified  the  bulletin  on 
Cuba.  The  Hawaiian  annexation  required  our  bibliography  of  Hawaiian 
history  and  literature.  The  commercial  and  mining  interests  in  the 
Northwest  invited  our  bulletin  of  maps  appertaining  to  that  region  from 
1588  to  1898.  The  Philippines  question  was  met  with  a  bulletin  on  the 
Philippines.  This  was  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  State  Department 
and  our  Peace  Commissioners  at  Paris.  The  condensation  of  the  laws 
on  copyright  and  copyright  law  was  compiled  in  obedience  to  a  general 
demand  and  transmitted  in  the  form  of  a  bulletin.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  the  literature  on  the  interoceanic  canal  question.  The  wide- 
spread interest  in  these  publications  is  shown  in  the  daily  requests  for 
copies  from  our  own  as  well  as  foreign  countries.  While  looking  for- 
ward to  the  periodical  issue  of  bulletins  embodying  the  bibliographical 
features  of  the  Library,  it  has  been  our  aim  to  anticipate  the  wants  of 
Congress  upon  subjects  of  legislation  and  to  hold  the  resources  of  the 
Library  ever  at  the  command  of  those  for  whom  it  was  founded. 

TITLE  ENTRIES  OF  >A^ORKS  COPYRIGHTED. 

By  the  amendment  of  the  copyright  law  of  1891  Congress  made  it  the 
duty  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress  to  prepare  a  weekly  catalogue  of  all 
books  and  other  articles  for  which  copyright  had  been  granted.  This 
publication  was  designed,  primarily,  to  serve  the  collectors  of  customs  in 
the  prevention  of  the  illegal  importation  of  copyright  works.  To  render 
it  more  useful  for  this  purpose  and  give  it  special  bibliographical  value 
the  articles  catalogued  have  been  classified,  and  each  issue  provided  with 
a  complete  index  of  copyright  proprietors.     The   work  is  edited   and 
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arranged  so  as  to  comply  strictly  with  the  law,  which  requires  that  it 
should  contain  a  complete  transcript  of  the  title  entry,  and  that  each 
title  should  state  the  name  of  the  copyright  proprietor,  the  date  and 
number  of  the  copyright  entry,  and  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  the  copies 
deposited  to  complete  the  copyright. 

This  publication  is  of  special  importance  as  the  official,  contempora- 
neous record  of  the  growth  of  American  literature  and  American  art. 
Its  value  in  this  particular  is  not  only  current,  but  permanent;  as  a  his- 
torical record  of  the  first  production  of  the  books  and  other  articles 
recorded,  its  usefulness  to  the  student  will  increase  with  time.  Every 
effort  has  been  made  to  improve  it  as  a  chronicle  of  current  literature.  The 
titles  are  prepared  with  completeness  and  arranged  for  ready  reference. 
Care  is  taken  also  to  number  each  title  so  that  statistics  can  be  obtained 
of  the  annual  intellectual  and  artistic  progress  of  the  nation.  Some  idea 
of  the  volume  of  this  productiveness  is  conveyed  by  the  mere  statement 
that  this  Catalogue  of  Title  Entries  for  a  single  year  requires  four  octavo 
volumes  of  i,ooo  pages  each. 

FOREIGN  COPYRIGHT  tNTRIES. 

By  the  act  of  March  3,  1891,  amending  the  copyright  law,  the  privilege 
of  copyright  protection  in  the  United  States  was  extended  to  the  citizens 
of  such  foreign  countries  as  granted  copyright  to  Americans  upon  equal 
terms  with  their  own  citizens. 

This  enactment,  which  was  the  result  of  an  awakened  sense  of  the 
justice  due  to  foreign  authors  and  artists,  has  not  only  secured  commen- 
dation from  right-minded  people  the  world  over,  but  it  has  proved  a 
source  of  revenue  to  the  Government  as  well  as  advantage  to  the  lyibrary. 
During  the  last  fiscal  year  the  entries  of  titles  of  works  by  foreign  authors 
amounted  to  something  over  one-tenth  of  the  total  number  of  entries  for 
the  year,  there  being  7,731  foreign  entries  to  67,814  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  out  of  a  total  of  75,545.  A  comparison  of  fees  received 
during  the  same  period  makes  an  even  more  favorable  showing  for  the 
foreign  entries,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  double  fee  is  charged.  The  total 
amount  of  copyright  fees  earned  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  the  fiscal 
year  1897-98  reached  $55,926.50,  of  which  amount  $45,711  were  fees  for 
American  books  and  other  articles,  while  $8,842  were  earned  by  recording 
the  titles  of  foreign  products.  This  sum  represents  more  than  one-fifth 
of  the  entire  amount  of  the  annual  cost  of  running  the  copyright  office. 

The  operation  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891,  not  only  results  in  thus 
adding  to  the  Treasiiry  reserve,  but  it  is  also  a  source  of  distinct  gain  to 
the  lyibrary,  owing  to  the  statutory  requirement  that  two  copies  of  each 
book  or  other  article  copyrighted  shall  be  deposited  in  the  lyibrary  in 
order  to  complete  the  copyright.  Thus  the  7,731  foreign  entries  made  in 
the  copyright  office  during  the  last  fiscal  year  have  resulted  in  a  large  and 
valuable  accession  to  the  lyibrary  of  books  and  engravings,  as  well  as  maps, 
music,  and  other  articles.  As  the  law  requires  the  American  manufacture 
of  all  books  copyrighted,  only  such  foreign  works  as  are  of  sufficient 
importance,  or  popularity,  to  justify  the  expense  of  the  double  production 
thus  rendered  obligatory  are  reproduced  and  copyrighted,  the  result  being 
that  these  foreign  books  form  an  exceptional  body  of  literature.  Thus 
the  lyibrary  has  obtained,  gratis,  handsome  editions  of  the  works  of  Kip- 
ling, Stevenson,  George  Meredith,  Balzac,  Bulwer-Lytton,  etc. ;  Editions 
de  luxe  of  Tennyson  and  Voltaire;  the  important  biographical  edition  of 
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Thackeray's  completes  works;  books  by  Carlyle  and  Morley;  editions  of 
the  classics,  and  valuaTsle  works  in  the  domains  of  science,  medicine,  and 
the  law. 

The  lyibrary  has  striven  likewise  to  answer  the  quickening  sense  of 
interest  in  the  literature  of  American  history  and  genealogy.  We  have 
been  gratified  with  the  widespread  desire  to  assist  the  Library.  It 
would  be  a  transgression  of  the  reasonable  bounds  of  this  report  to  enu- 
merate the  offices  of  kindness  and  courtesy  extended  to  the  L,ibrary.  In 
addition  to  the  many  acquisitions  through  our  correspondence  with  his- 
torical societies,  special  mention  is  due  to  the  New  York  Genealogical  and 
Biographical  Society,  the  New- England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  the  Pennsylvania-German  Society,  the 
Virginia  Historical  Society,  the  publishers  of  the  William  and  Mary  Col- 
lege Quarterly,  the  Washington  and  Lee  University  papers,  the  Columbia 
College  studies  in  Uterature,  and  works  of  the  same  character. 

There  has  been  opened  during  the  year  an  exhibit  of  rare  and  early- 
printed  books,  filling  an  entire  gallery,  and  showing  in  glass  cases  early 
and  curious  Americana  and  examples  of  incunabula,  representing  every 
year  from  A.  D.  1467  to  1501. 

While  the  Library,  during  its  business  of  classification,  is  constantly 
uncovering  treasures  whose  very  existence  was  unknown  or  vaguely 
remembered,  we  have  had  to  realize  that  in  many  respects  the  Library 
was  an  aggregation  of  ' '  imperfect  sets. ' '  Our  bound  collection  of  Parlia- 
mentary Sessional  papers  stops  with  1888.  After  painstaking  effort  we 
are  still  unable  to  complete  the  publications  of  our  own  Government. 
This  statement  is  made  not  without  regret,  but  with  the  belief  that 
Congress  will  give  us  a  remedy,  so  far  as  the  future  is  concerned,  by 
appropriate  legislation.  This  may  be  illustrated  by  an  allusion  to  the 
monographs  in  the  naval  as  well  as  the  military  departments  of  the 
Government.  These  are  not  singular  illustrations,  but  typical  of  the  gen- 
eral condition  of  our  departmental  publications.  We  can  only  hope,  by 
the  aid  of  Congress  and  constant  watchfulness,  to  make  this  complete 
in  time.  To  give  the  Library  its  just  position  and  enable  the  country  to 
realize  its  full  value,  Congress  should  make  it  the  depository  of  the 
literature — ofl&cial,  personal,  and  otherwise — of  the  nation;  should  direct 
that  two  or  more  copies  of  every  work  issued  under  Government  authority 
should  be  sent  to  the  Library;  that  it  should  contain  whatever  concerns 
the  foundation  and  growth  of  the  Republic. 

THE  GARDINER  GREENE  HUBBARD  COLLECTION. 

On  March  21  the  Library  was  offered  by  Mrs.  Gertrude  M.  Hubbard 
the  valuable  collection  of  prints  gathered  as  the  result  of  a  lifetime  of 
scholarship  and  study  by  her  late  husband,  Gardiner  Greene  Hubbard. 
The  value  and  extent  of  the  benefaction  will  be  exglained  in  the  Appendix. 

OTHER  GIFTS. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  children  (Eleanora  Digges  Speer,  Anna 
Morgan  Mosher,  Ada  Morgan  Hill,  James  Dudley  Morgan,  and  Cecil 
Morgan)  of  the  late  Nora  Digges  Morgan,  of  this  city,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Digges,  of  Maryland,  a  considerable  number  of  historical  manuscripts 
will  be  given  to  the  Library  of  Congress.  The  papers  thus  presented  con- 
cern the  foundation  of  the  seat  of  government  at  Washington,  while  a 
few  illustrate  the  Revolutionary  period. 
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The  I/ibrarian  desires  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  from  Mrs.  Horatio 
King,  widow  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  who  served  as  Postmaster- 
General  in  the  Cabinet  of  President  Buchanan,  of  a  large  and  represent- 
ative collection  of  volumes  belonging  to  his  library.  These  were  gathered 
by  Mr.  King  during  his  public  life,  and  will  be  of  special  value  as  illus- 
trating American  political  history,  especially  of  the  period  immediately 
preceding  the  civil  war. 

The  Ivibrary  is  indebted  to  Prof.  Thomas  Wilson,  of  the  United  States 
Museum,  for  eleven  very  valuable  and  interesting  Flemish  manuscripts, 
written  on  vellum  and  ranging  from  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  to 
the  end  of  the  seventeenth  centuries. 

THE   LIBRARY    OF  JEFFERSON. 

The  foundation  of  the  present  I^ibrary  was  the  purchase  by  Congress 
from  Thomas  Jefferson  of  his  private  library  in  1 8 15.  The  circumstances 
attending  this  transaction  have  been  compiled  and  are  printed  in  a  con- 
densed form  in  an  appendix.  The  number  of  books  belonging  to  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  6,487,  and  the  price  paid  $23,950.  At  the  time  of  the 
purchase  it  was  deemed  to  be  the  largest  and  most  important  private  col- 
lection in  the  United  States. 

As  our  lyibrary  grew  the  volumes  which  thus  came  with  the  Jefferson 
purchase  were  divided  into  the  various  chapters.  With  the  enormous 
lyibrary  increase  of  the  past  generation  they  have,  as  it  were,  been 
entombed  and  forgotten.  Remembering  that  this  private  library  was 
the  foundation  of  the  lyibrary  of  Congress,  that  it  was  directly  associated 
with  a  revered  patriot,  the  volumes  composing  it  have  been  brought 
together  and  assigned  to  a  special  room,  to  be  known  as  "The  Jefferson 
Library. ' '  While  this  in  no  way  removes  the  books  of  Mr.  Jefferson  from 
their  library  offices,  they  will,  it  is  hoped,  ever  remain  not  only  as  an 
object  of  public  interest,  but  as  a  memento  of  an  illustrious  statesman 
whose  words  and  deeds  have  been  interwoven  into  our  history.  What, 
in  a  measure,  will  prevent  the  complete  realization  of  this  purpose  was  a 
loss  of  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  collection  in  the  fire  of  1851.  Enough 
volumes  remain,  however,  to  enable  us  to  perfect  the  tribute  it  is  pro- 
posed to  pay  to  an  immortal  name. 

THE  COPYRIGHT  DEPARTMENT. 

The  articles  deposited  in  compliance  with  the  copyright  law  are  as 
follows — the  enumeration  being  from  July  i,  1897,  to  September  30, 
1898: 

July,  i8g/,  to  September,  i8g8. 

1.  Books: 

(a)  Books  proper  (volumes) 6,  986 

{b)   Miscellaneous  articles  entered  under  the  term  "book,"  as  used 

in  the  copyright  law,  e.  g. ,  circulars,  leaflets,  etc 6,  001 

{c)   Newspapers  and  magazine  articles 4,  279 

2.  Dramatic  compositions.  .^. 464 

3.  Periodicals  (numbers) 16,  400 

4.  Musical  compositions 20,  687 

5.  Maps I.  640 

6.  Engravings,  prints,  etc 4, 136 
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July,  iSgj,  to  September,  i8g8 — Continued. 

7.  Chromos  and  lithographs i,  077 

8.  Photographs 8,  492 

9.  Miscellaneous  (unclassified  articles) 376 

Total 70,  538 

Of  each  of  the  above,  two  copies  were  deposited,  making  a  total  number  of 

articles 141, 076 

Photographs  deposited  with  titles  for  works  of  art i,  172 

Grand  total  to  September,  1898 142,  248 

The  business  for  the  fifteen  months  from  July  3,  1897,  °iay  be  briefly 
summarized  as  follows: 

1.  There  have  been  98,391  entries  of  copyright. 

2.  There  have  been  collected  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  $64,455  ^■S 
fees  for  copyright  business. 

3.  I,etters  to  the  number  of  36,376  containing  remittances  have  been 
received. 

4.  We  have  received  21,528  orders  for  the  payment  of  money,  which 
was  paid  into  the  Treasury.  This  included  14,521  money  orders,  1,352 
drafts,  and  938  express  orders  for  money. 

There  have  been  drawn  2,075  checks,  which  were  mailed  to  persons  to 
whom  excess  fees  or  unused  fees  were  to  be  returned,  and  for  each  check 
thus  drawn  an  index  card  has  been  made,  giving  a  concise  statement  of 
the  transaction  requiring  the  refund. 

Previous  to  October  21,  1897,  no  record  was  kept,  but  from  that  date  to 
September  30,  1898,  inclusive,  58,452  letters  and  postal  cards  have  been 
received.  Deducting  the  29,931  letters  containing  money  remittances, 
there  remain  28,521  miscellaneous  letters  and  postal  cards,  mainly  letters 
of  inquiry. 

From  November  5,  1897,  the  practice  was  begun  of  making  an  index 
card  for  each  important  letter,  giving  such  letters  a  consecutive  number 
and  putting  on  the  card  the  name  and  address  of  sender,  date  of  writing 
and  receipt,  with  a  brief  of  the  contents  of  the  letter.  Up  to  September 
30,  1898,  21,526  of  these  invaluable  index  cards  have  been  made,  and  a 
corresponding  number  of  letters  have  been  read,  answered,  and  filed. 

No  exact  record  of  the  mail  dispatched  from  the  copyright  office  was 
kept  prior  to  March  i,  1898;  but  from  March  i  to  September  30  of  this 
year  (seven  months,  only)  the  total  number  of  articles,  letters,  certifi- 
cates, postal  cards,  parcels,  etc. ,  sent  out  reaches  the  grand  total  of  56,636, 
or  more  than  8,000  per  month. 

From  July  27,  1897,  to  September  30,  1898,  36,726  receipts  for  moneys 
received  have  been  mailed. 

Thirty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety  copyright  certificates 
have  been  mailed  up  to  September  30,  1898. 

Copyright  entries  to  the  number  of  55,625  have  been  recorded  and 
revised. 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  assignments  of  copyright 
have  been  certified. 

One  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-eight 
articles — books,  maps,  music,  engravings,  photographs,  etc. — have  been 
received  as  copyright  deposits  from  July  i,  1897,  to  September  30,  1898, 
and  were  properly  stamped,  numbered  to  correspond  with  the  number  of 
date  and  entry,  credited,  and  disposed  of. 
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Seventy  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-four  articles,  duplicate 
copies,  have  been  transferred  to  the  other  departments  of  the  Library. 

In  addition,  800  first  copies  of  books  have  been  transferred  to  the 
reading  room  by  order  of  the  I^ibrarian. 

The  weekly  catalogue  of  title  entries  provided  by  law  has  included, 
from  July  i,  1897,  to  September  30,  1898,  71,710  articles — books,  maps, 
music,  engravings,  etc. 

One  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  cards 
have  been  made  to  secure  the  printing  of  this  catalogue,  and  these  cards 
have  been  added  to  the  general  index  to  the  copyright  business. 

Four  volumes  of  the  catalogue,  averaging  a  thousand  pages  each  of 
closely  printed  octavo,  have  been  printed,  and  the  fifth  volume  is  two- 
thirds  through  the  press. 

The  applications  for  copyright  and  accompanying  documents  number 
about  80,000  yearly.  These  require  much  handling  in  the  process  of 
passing  through  the  office,  and  we  have  just  been  supplied  with  suitable 
boxes  in  the  way  of  furniture.  After  final  recording,  these  documents 
must  be  filed  away  for  future  use,  as  they  are  frequently  needed  for  refer- 
ence. We  are  now  obUged  to  tie  them  up  in  paper  parcels,  which  is  an 
unsafe  as  well  as  unsatisfactory  method  of  disposal,  and,  when  the  loss  of 
time  is  taken  into  account,  it  is  not  economical.  A  sufficient  number  of 
strong  pasteboard  boxes  should  be  provided  out  of  the  furniture  fund  for 
holding  the  accumulation  of  titles. 

Of  the  142,000  deposits,  a  large  proportion  are  of  such  nature  as  maps, 
engravings,  photographs,  and  miscellaneous  articles,  difficult  to  handle 
and  keep  track  of  because  of  their  size  and  form.  Some  special  furniture 
should  be  devised  and  provided  to  aid  us  in  the  task  of  managing  this 
material,  not  only  with  celerity  and  accuracy,  but  so  that  the  articles 
shall  not  be  injured.  This  last  consideration  is  of  importance,  as  these 
articles  will  become  assets  of  direct  value. 

The  publishers,  as  a  rule,  show  every  reasonable  desire  to  comply 
exactly  with'  the  requirements  of  the  copyright  law  in  the  matter  of 
depositing  duplicate  copies.  The  importance  of  fulfilling  the  statutory 
stipulations  is  realized,  and  especially  that  it  would  be  a  questionable 
economy  to  risk  throwing  doubt  upon  the  validity  of  the  copyright  entry 
for  the  sake  of  saving  the  cost  of  the  two  copies. 

Moreover,  a  commendable  liberality  is  shown  in  regard  to  the  I/ibrary 
of  Congress.  When  extra  copies  have  been  sent  to  the  copyright  depart- 
ment through  inadvertence,  their  return  is  rarely  requested.  In  other 
cases,  where  a  single  volume  of  a  set  of  books  has  been  copyrighted,  in 
which  event  a  strict  compliance  with  the  law  would  only  require  the 
deposit  of  two  copies  of  the  exact  volumes  copyrighted,  two  complete 
copies  have  been  deposited. 

It  should  always  be  borne  in  mind,  when  considering  the  apparent  dis- 
crepancy between  the  entries  in  any  one  year  and  the  actual  deposits, 
first,  that  a  certain  number  of  entries  are  accidental  duphcations,  in  which 
cases  only  one  of  the  entries  is  required  to  be  completed  by  the  deposit  of 
copies;  second,  that  a  great  many  entries  are  made  of  titles  pf  projected 
works,  many  of  which  are  never  written,  and  many  others  only  after  the 
lapse  of  considerable  time — months,  or  even  years— in  which  cases  usually 
new  entries  are  made  and  completed  by  deposits,  leaving  the  original 
entries  apparently  incomplete.  It  is  agreeable  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
prompt  desire  expressed  to  make  the  required  deposits  when  a  failure  to 
do  so  has  been  pointed  out,  even  in  cases  of  entries  made  twenty  or  more 
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years  ago,  and  any  failure  to  comply  with  the  law  is  due  to  inadvertence 
or  ignorance. 

THE  CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  question  of  a  catalogue — so  vital  to  the  Library's  usefulness — has 
been  kept  somewhat  in  abeyance,  because  of  the  necessity  of  arranging 
the  copyright  department  for  the  convenience  of  authors  and  publishers, 
and  the  reading  room  for  the  use  of  the  public.  We  have  been  in  arrears 
in  subject  cataloguing  since  1870,  when  the  copyright  department  became 
a  part  of  our  I<ibrary  system  and  was  given  the  right  of  way.  A  great 
deal  has  been  done  for  the  practical  work  of  the  reading  room.  Much, 
however,  remains  to  be  done  to  bring  the  resources  of  the  I^ibrary  before 
the  public. 

The  classification  is  based  upon  the  Baconian  system.  Bacon  began 
with  the  philosophical  proposition  that  learning  comes  from  memory, 
imagination,  and  reason — history,  which  comes  from  memory;  poetry, 
imagination;  and  philosophy,  the  fruit  of  reason.  From  these  are 
deduced  three  divisions — as  amended  by  Jefferson  under  the  heads  of 
history,  philosophy,  and  fine  arts,  which  subdivided  into  40  chapters. 
Under  "fine  arts"  were  embraced  poetry,  fiction,  logic,  rhetoric,  and 
language.  These  40  chapters  of  Mr.  Jefferson  were,  in  the  processes  of 
Library  administration,  increased  to  44 — the  minor  changes,  as  noted  in 
a  former  report,  being  that  "ecclesiastical  history  was  changed  to  a  divi- 
sion next  to  theology;  agriculture  superseded  mineralogy,  which  was 
merged  into  geology;  chemistry  took  the  place  of  surgery,  which  was 
united  with  medicine;  while  the  chapter  on  astronomy  was  relegated  to 
the  place  of  chemistry,  next  to  physics,  its  place  being  filled  by  mythology; 
and  mathematics,  transferred  to  allied  sciences,  gave  place  to  mental  and 
moral  science.  The  four  chapters  added  were:  41,  essays;  42,  ana,  wit, 
humor,  and  quotations ;  43,  Smithsonian  collection  of  publications  of 
learned  societies;  44,  periodicals."  As  at  present  arranged,  the  chapters 
subdivide  as  follows: 


I. 

General  history. 

25. 

Statistics,  political  economy,  finance, 

2. 

History,  biography,  and 
lion    of    all    countries 

descrip- 

politics,  etc. 

except 

26. 

Philosophy,  ethics,  education,  etc. 

America  and  Great  Britain. 

27. 

Sociology. 

2^ 

Genealogy,  heraldry,  costume, 

etc. 

28. 

Mythology,  superstitions,  etc. 

3- 

Great  Britain. 

29. 

Geography. 

4- 

America. 

30- 

Architecture. 

5. 

Mathematics. 

31- 

Fine  arts. 

6. 

Geology. 

32- 

Music. 

7- 

Physics. 

33- 

Poetry. 

8. 

Astronomy. 

34. 

Drama. 

9- 

Chemistry. 

35- 

Fiction. 

10. 

Medicine. 

36. 

Letters  and  dialogues. 

11. 

General  natural  history. 

37- 

Rhetoric. 

12. 

Zoology. 

38. 

Literature  and  bibliography. 

13- 

Botany. 

39- 

Language. 

14. 

Agriculture. 

40. 

Collected  works. 

15- 

Useful  arts. 

41. 

Essays. 

16. 

Ecclesiastical  history. 

42. 

Ana,  wit  and  humor,  quotations,  etc. 

17. 

Theology. 

43- 

Smithsonian   collection  of    publica- 

18-23. 

Law. 

tions  of  learned  societies. 

24. 

International  law. 

44. 

Periodicals  and  newspapers. 
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The  work  of  the  catalogue  department  is  thus  divided  : 

1.  Ordering  and  receiving  of  books. 

2.  Accession  catalogue  and  serial  record. 

3.  Stamping  and  labeling  of  new  and  relabeling  of  old  books. 

4.  Cataloguing  and  classification,  including  the  revision,  proof  reading,  and 
arranging  of  catalogue  and  sbelf-list  cards. 

5.  Preparing  for  the  bindery  all  books  and  pamphlets  to  be  bound  or  repaired, 
except  periodicals. 

6.  Mounting  and  alphabetizing  of  various  printed  entries,  especially  the  British 
Museum  accessions ;  arrangement  of  scraps,  clippings,  etc. 

The  present  stafE  is  about  able  to  handle  the  accessions.  But,  besides 
keeping  up  the  old  official  catalogue  and  classification,  we  must  so 
advance  the  new  dictionary  card  catalogue  as  to  make  it  accessible  to  the 
public,  and  push  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  work  of  reclassification.  It  is 
of  great  importance  that  the  reclassification  be  advanced  as  steadily  as 
may  be  consistent  with  good  work.  The  preparation  of  a  dictionary  cat- 
alogue, judging  by  the  experience  of  other  libraries,  will  necessarily  be  a 
slow  undertaking,  requiring  expert  trained  service.  From  2,000  to  3,000 
volumes  a  year  can  be  completed  by  one  cataloguer  steadily  at  work. 

To  cover  only  the  copyright  books,  then,  at  their  present  rate  of  increase, 
constituting  about  one-fourth  of  the  annual  acces.sions,  would  take  the 
time  of  two  or  three  experts,  without  considering  the  work  of  revision. 

As  soon  as  the  Government  Printing  Office  delivers  the  cards  now  in 
course  of  preparation  we  can  place  before  the  public  the  author-catalogue 
of  all  copyright  books  published  after  July  15,  1898,  title  cards,  bio- 
graphical and  bibliographical  subject  entries  to  be  added  for  the  same; 
also,  author  and  (partly)  subject  cards  for  articles  in  certain  important 
periodicals  and  serials.  This  will  be  the  beginning  of  the  new  catalogue 
system. 

To  complete  a  full  dictionary  catalogue  there  should  be  one  cataloguer 
for  every  2,000  or  3,000  books  received  annually.  This  work  will  advance 
as  rapidly  as  the  strength  of  the  force  allowed  by  Congress  will  permit. 

The  need  of  a  binding  and  printing  office  in  connection  with  the 
Library  is  even  more  apparent  than  last  year.  The  experiences  of  the 
largest  libraries  show  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  proper  admin- 
istration of  the  Library,  to  have  in  the  same  building  a  well-equipped 
printing  office  and  bindery. 

We  are  at  present  forced  to  adopt  expedients  in  the  binding  which 
occasion  delay,  besides  adding  to  the  labor  of  administration,  not  to 
speak  of  the  risk  incurred  by  sending  the  books  to  be  bound  outside. 

By  cooperation  between  the  copyright  and  catalogue  departments  we 
have  arranged  for  printing  50  copies  of  each  entry  for  copyright  books. 
This  will  give  the  number  of  cards  required  for  the  proper  cataloguing 
of  copyright  books.  Copyright  accessions  at  their  present  rate  of 
increase  constitute  about  one-fourth  of  our  gains.  How,  then,  to  secure 
printed  entries  for  the  remainder  of  the  accessions  and  for  the  bulk  of 
the  Library  already  catalogued  is  one  of  the  important  questions.  Rea- 
soning from  experience,  the  solution  would  be  found  in  the  addition  of 
a  printing  office  to  the  Library.  In  1895  my  predecessor  urged  the 
necessity  of  a  bindery  in  the  following  terms.  This  bindery,  it  was  held, 
had  been — 

long  needed  as  an  adjunct  to  the  Library  to  avoid  the  risks  of  wear  and  tear,  or 
possible  loss  by  fire,  in  sending  out  its  treasures  for  binding.  Such  bindery  may  be 
readily  equipped  by  detail  from  the  Government  bindery,  as  already  done  in  some 
of  the  Departments.    The  great  injury  to  bindings  in  the  existing  Library,  especially 
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to  the  larger  and  heavier  volumes  (often  costly  and  illustrative  maps),  from  the 
compulsory  crowding  and  absence  of  shelf  supports,  will  entail  a  heavy  amount  of 
repairs.  The  absolute  need  of  ample  room  for  arrangement,  in  order  to  preserve 
this  great  and  precious  collection  unimpaired,  has  been  taught  by  the  bitter  expe- 
rience of  so  many  years  in  the  old  Library. 

The  additions  to  the  I,ibrary  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1898,  have  been  catalogued  and  classified  according  to  the  old  system. 
The  exceptions  to  this  are  of  copyright  accessions;  those  included  in 
Division  I;  books  proper  in  the  weekly  catalogue  of  title  entries. 

All  books  deposited  for  copyright  must  be  catalogued  for  the  Library 
of  Congress.  Other  libraries  can  be  assisted  materially  if  sets  of  printed 
catalogue  cards  can  be  furnished  at  moderate  price.  To  facilitate  the  use 
of  the  cards  printed  for  our  own  service  the  entries  are  made  bibliograph- 
ically  as  accurate  as  possible  and  in  style  conforming  to  the  practice  of 
the  principal  libraries. 

The  work  of  reclassification  began  with  chapter  38,  containing  works 
on  writing,  printing,  bibliography-,  and  library  science,  and  is  now  com- 
plete. All  new  books  falling  into  these  divisions  are  classified  according 
to  the  new  system. 

Beginning  with  May  14,  1898,  the  catalogue  department  undertook,  as 
stated  above,  to  prepare  the  entries  for  books  proper  in  the  catalogue  of 
title  entries.  This  made  it  possible  to  cut  up  and  mount  on  cards  copies 
of  the  weekly  catalogue,  giving  a  second  copy  of  the  ofiicial  catalogue 
for  copyright  books  after  that  date.  The  additions  to  the  catalogue  force 
during  the  last  year  have  made  it  possible  to  have  a  second  typewritten 
copy  made  also  of  the  cards  written  for  other  accessions  than  those  com- 
ing through  copyright. 

Accordingly,  there  are  now  two  official  catalogues,  complete  from  July 
15,  1898-,  the  main  official  catalogue  in  the  reading  room  and  the  official 
catalogue  of  the  catalogue  department. 

In  the  statistical  summary  under  the  heading  ' '  Binding' '  the  number 
3,776  volumes  mear.s  bound  volumes.  The  number  of  actual  books  is 
much  greater,  as  wherever  advisable  several  volumes  are  bound  in  one. 

According  to  our  system  of  binding  records  three  entries  were  writ- 
ten for  each  volume.  First,  a  general  entry  for  the  file;  second,  a,  slip 
to  go  with  the  volume  indicating  all  details  of  lettering  and  binding,  and 
third,  a  typewritten  copy  of  the  first,  to  be  approved  by  the  Librarian 
and  accompany  the  requisition  to  the  Government  Printing  Office. 

The  small  appropriation  for  binding  and  printing  made  it  necessary  to 
adopt  the  expedient  of  using  manila  envelopes  for  the  perservation  of 
pamphlets,  which  has  cost  considerable  time  and  labor. 

The  volume  of  work  done  in  the  catalogue  department  will  be  under- 
stood by  this  summary  from  October  i,  1897,  to  September  30,  1898: 

Volumes  catalogued  (author  titles) 23,  070 

Pamphlets  catalogued 2,  878 

Parts  of  volumes  catalogued  and  entered  on  serial  record 2,  535 

New  cards  written 3O1  39^ 

Old  cards  added  to  or  changed 8,  913 

Entries  for  copyright  bulletin  since  May  14,  iSgS 3,  123 

Duplicates  compared  and  decided 9,  480 

Cards  copied  (typewritten)  for  official  catalogue  in  the  catalogue  room 9,  940 

ACCESSIONBD. 

January  3-September  30,  1898 14,  524 

Number  of  gifts '. 2,  579 

Parts  entered  on  serial  record 2, 520 
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Volumes  and  pamphlets  reclassified 7, 896 

Shelf -list  cards  written 4,  745 

Index  cards  written 3,  479 

Call  number  changed  on  cards  in  official  catalogue 5,  264 

BINDING. 

Number  of  books  sent  to  the  bindery 3,  776 

Number  returned  from  the  bindery i,  591 

Number  still  remaining  at  the  bindery 2,  185 

Books  received,  stamped,  and  labeled,  but  not  catalogued,  325  volumes 
and  355 'parts. 

According  to  the  acting  librarian  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  1,962 
volumes,  3, 780  pamphlets,  and  18,312  parts  of  periodicals  have  been  sent 
to  the  I,ibrary  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898. 

Number  of  pamphlets  and  unbound  volumes  inserted  in  manila  envel- 
opes and  placed  on  the  shelves,  1,975. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  number  of  book-plates,  or  labels, 
attached  from  February  18  to  October  i,  1898.  Previous  to  the  former 
date  no  statistics  had  been  kept. 

Copyright 9,  500 

Purchased  books 9,  950 

Presentations i,  800 

Smithsonian , i,  800 

Total 23, 050 

As  will  be  seen  from  this  summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  catalogue 
department,  its  progress  will  depend  entirely  upon  the  force  allowed  b};^ 
Congress.  All  we  can  now  do  is  to  advance  the  dictionary  work  as 
rapidly  as  our  present  force  will  permit  and  keep  the  author-entries  up 
to  date.  Something  toward  advancing  this  may  be  done  by  the  transfer 
of  assistants  from  the  other  departments  as  rapidly  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  service  will  admit,  trusting  to  Congress  for  such  additional  assistance 
as  will  press  the  gigantic  work  of  the  dictionary  catalogue  to  a  conclu- 
sion. Until  this  is  done  the  lyibrary  will  not  have  attained  its  full  meas- 
ure of  usefulness. 

THE  GRAPHIC  ARTS. 

The  department  of  graphic  arts,  according  to  the  last  report,  comprised 
54,233  prints,  and  was  estimated  as  follows: 

Engravings 4,  396 

Etchings 2,  990 

Photogravures 3,  736 

Photographs 33.  256 

Lithographs 5, 036 

Facsimilies i,  500 

Typogravures i,  347 

Chromos 1,  220 

Fashion  plates 752 

Total 54.  233 

The  counting  and  recording  prints  as  soon  as  received  did  not  begin 
until  January  i,  1898.  From  that  date  until  July  i,  1898,  there  were 
received  and  accessioned  4,989  prints,  making  the  total  deposit  July  i, 
1898,  59,908. 
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The  following  shows  the  total  number  with  the  accessions : 


Engravings 

Etchings 

Photogravures . 
Photographs . , . 
Ivithographs  .., 
Facsimihes  . . . . 
Typogravures. . 

Chromos 

Miscellaneous. . 


Total. 


Copy- 
right. 


35 

73 

154 

3.554 

i 
714 
291 


4,965 


Gift. 


23 


Pur- 
chase. 


Total 
acces- 
sious. 


36 
74 
154 
3.575 
56 
88 
714 
2gi 


4.989 


Total 
prints. 


5.067 

3.394 

4.885 

29,  780 

13,  322 

954 

1.558 

-  714 

234 


59.908 


The  growth  of  the  collection  from  July  i,  1898,  to  date  (November  i) 
has  been  4,679,  and  we  now  have  a  total  of  64,587  prints.  This  shows  a 
rate  of  accession  from  January  i  to  November  i ,  ten  months,  of  40  a  day, 
in  comparison  with  26  a  day,  as  heretofore  noted. 

The  increase  of  the  art  library  has  been  small.  In  the  fiscal  year  there 
were  no  books  purchased,  donated,  or  received  through  operation  of  the 
copyright  law.  The  number  of  books  in  the  art  department  on  July  i , 
1897,  as  set  forth  in  the  last  report,  was  833  volumes.  The  collection 
now  numbers  868.  The  increase  of  35  volumes  was  due  to  their  separa- 
tion from  the  general  I<ibrary  as  distinctively  '  'Art  books. ' '  The  increase 
in  detail  is  as  follows: 


Volumes 

July  I, 

1897. 


Received 
during 
fiscal 
year. 


Volumes 
July  I. 


Art  literature 

Decorative  art 

Illustrated  classics 

Illustrations  of  science  and  trade 

Individual  -works  of  art 

Collected  works 

National  galleries 

Private  galleries 

Public  galleries 

Exploration  and  research 

Foreign  art 

Landscapes 

Miscellaneous 

Total 


47 
123 
31 
73 
140 
139 
73 
26 
4 
102 
29 
39 
7 


126 
32 
75 
140 
144 

73 
26 
4 
102 
29 
43 
25 


833 


35 


Since  July  i,  1898,  10  volumes  on  foreign  and  decorative  art  have  been 
received  from  the  copyright  department.  A  large  number  of  art  books 
have  been  rebound  and  the  whole  collection  is  in  a  good  condition.  These 
books  are  now  delivered  in  the  reading  room.  Special  arrangements  will 
be  made  foi"  their  study,  as  students  often  desire  to  have  access  to  the 
books  and  pictures. 

The  department  is  recording  all  accessions,  as  well  as  many  of  the  old 
pictures.  It  began  on  January  i,  1898,  to  keep  two  books  of  record,  one 
an  accession  book  in  which  all  new  prints  are  entered  as  received,  the 
other  a  register  in  which  all  the  old  prints  received  previous  to  that  date 
are  recorded  as  rapidly  as  the  pressure  of  the  work  will  permit. 

Every  print  is  thoroughly  described  in  the  books  of  record.  It  is  also 
entered  by  its  title  and  class,  its  publisher  and  artists,  on  as  many 
different  cards  alphabetically  arranged,  so  that  its  history  and  descrip- 
tion can  be  immediately  furnished.     Three  new  cases,  with  a  capacity 
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of  storing  7,200  prints,  have  been  put  in  the  art  gallery.  The  total 
deposit  is  over  64,000. 

In  the  attic  room  we  have  cases  from  the  old  Library  with  drawer  and 
shelf  capacity  for  storing  16,500  prints. 

Each  print,  on  its  reception  from  the  copyright  department,  is  entered 
and  given  an  accession  number.  It  is  measured,  labeled,  and  stamped 
with  the  date  of  its  receipt.  The  data  as  to  the  work  is,  as  a  rule,  taken 
from  the  print  itself.  In  many  cases,  hcssvever,  this  is  missing,  and  a 
search  of  records  in  the  copyright  department  or  correspondence  with  its 
publisher  is  necessary.  Notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  there  have 
been  since  January  i  measured,  labeled,  catalogued,  and  entered  in  the 
accessions  catalogue  9,668  prints,  and  registered  1,985,  making  a  record 
in  ten  months  of  11,653  prints,  or  over  one-sixth  of  the  entire  deposit, 
the  bulk  of  which  came  from  the  old  Capitol  practically  in  chaos. 

Since  July  the  last  two  exhibitions  have  been  finished,  and  the  number 
of  copies  registered  and  catalogued  have  been  4,694.  These,  added  to 
the  6,959  previously  registered  and  catalogued,  make  the  total  number  of 
prints  recorded  to  date  11,653. 

Since  July  last  there  have  been  exhibitions  of  various  phases  of  art. 
These  are  in  a  sense  experimental,  it  being  our  intention  to  exhibit  our  spec- 
imens in  a  consecutive  form,  giving  prominence  to  American  art.  Much 
of  this  will  illustrate  the  progress  of  our  art  from  crude  to  finished  stages. 

It  is  hoped  in  time  to  have  a  catalogue  of  the  entire  collection,  more 
especially  if  the  accessions  do  not  exceed  the  present  rate  of  12,000  a  year. 
We  now  have  on  hand  64,587  prints.  For  these  we  have  cases,  shelves, 
and  drawers  for  inadequately  storing  23,700.  This  leaves  40,887  unpro- 
vided for,  and  they  are  coming  in  at  the  rate  of  12,000  a  year.  This 
growth  involves  an  immediate  increase  of  facilities  in  the  way  of  furniture. 

MAPS  AND  CHARTS. 

In  the  last  report  it  was  impossible  to  give  more  than  an  estimate  of 
our  maps  and  charts.  Without  including  maps  found  in  books  and  peri- 
odicals, it  was  reported  that  we  had  25,000  sheet  maps,  1,200  atlases, 
700  pocket  and  800  roller  maps.  In  all,  the  estimate  was  27,700.  A 
careful  count  has  been  made,  with  the  following  result : 

Sheet  maps 47,  042 

Atlases i,  180 

School  atlases 410 

Pocket  maps i,  563 

Total 50,  195 

This  increase  of  22,495  over  the  past  year  does  not  represent  the  actual 
receipt  of  new  material,  but  rather  the  discovery  of  maps  in  the  old 
Library,  their  rescue,  mending,  mounting,  and  their  final  assignment. 

This  collection  has  suffered  more  from  the  confusion  incident  to  the 
crowded  condition  of  the  old  Library  quarters  than  any  other  department. 
Maps  have  accumulated  for  years,  and  were  practically  a  confused  mass 
of  material.  It  was  necessary  to  gather  them  from  damp  and  dusty 
corners,  to  systematize  and  geographically  arrange  them,  and  to  repair 
those  impaired.  Before  entering  upon  the  work  the  superintendent 
visited  many  libraries  in  other  cities  to  study  their  methods.  As  a  rule, 
those  existing  are  found  to  be  primitive,  and  as  custodian  of  the  largest 
collection  of  maps  in  the  Union,  it  became  necessary  to  devise  a  plan 
suitable  to  our  necessities. 
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Under  the  system  adopted  in  the  Library,  maps  in  atlases  are  catalogued 
separately,  also  those  found  in  such  volumes  as  the  old  London,  Gentle- 
man's, and  Scots  magazines,  in  the  publications  of  geographical  societies, 
and  in  the  British  Parliamentary  papers.  This  work  has  already  been 
so  far  advanced  that  our  maps  and  atlases  are  available  for  the  student. 
The  roller  map,  which,  because  of  its  awkward  shape,  was  so  difficult  to 
manage,  was  sliced,  as  it  were,  and  transferred  into  sheet  maps.  After  the 
transfer  from  the  roller,  the  sections  of  each  map  were  connected  together 
by  a  strip  of  cotton.  We  received  from  the  old  Library  about  i  ,400  of  the 
roller  maps,  and  up  to  the  present  time  1,126  have  been  put  in  service- 
able condition. 

While  the  roller  map  is  reserved  for  purposes  of  exhibition,  the  largest 
part  of  our  maps  and  charts  is  so  arranged  as  to  be  readily  filed.  Many 
Revolutionary  maps,  as  well  as  Colonial  maps  made  in  Colonial  times,  have 
been  discovered  and  mounted.  When  this  process  of  discovery  and 
restoration  is  completed,  and  we  have  the  proper  furniture,  the  hall  of 
maps  and  charts  will  be  thrown  open  to  the  general  public. 

The  following  summary  will  give  an  idea  of  some  of  our  most  impor- 
tant possessions.  We  have  Samuel  Langdon's  "Accurate  maps  of  his 
Majesty's  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  dated  1756;"  "Cantonment  of 
the  forces  of  North  America,  nth  October,  1765,"  20  by  24  inches; 
plan  of  Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada,  showing  encampments  of  Wolfe 
and  Montcalm,  1759,  a  beautiful  manuscript,  28  by  30  inches;  "New 
Mexico,  by  Escalante,  1778,"  26  by  32  inches. 

We  have  also  "Plan  general  des  operations  de  I'arm^e  Britannique 
contre  les  rebelles  dans  1' Amerique  depuis  I'arrivee  des  troupes  Hessoises 
le  12  du  moisd'aoust,  1776,  jusqu'  a  la  fin  de  I'annee  1779" — an  immense 
manuscript  map,  84  by  58  inches,  evidently  made  by  a  Hessian  in  the 
service  of  Gre^t  Britain,  as  the  descriptive  text  is  in  French. 

There  is  likewise  a  collection  of  plans,. etc.,  in  the  province  of  New 
Jersey,  by  John  Hills,  assistant  engraver;  20  manuscript  maps  relating 
to  the- Revolutionary  war  from  1776  to  1782;  "Amerique,  campagne  1782. 
Plans  des  differents  camps  occupes  par  I'armee  aux  ordres  de  Mr.  le 
comte  de  Rochambeau,"  44  sheets,  small  folio,  beautifully  colored. 
Besides  these,  many  of  the  manuscript  maps  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  by 
John  Montr esor,  chief  of  engineers  of  the  British  army,  supposed  to  be  lost, 
are  preserved.  Besides  these  manuscripts  there  are  valuable  engraved 
maps.  We  have  Romans'  map  of  Florida,  1774,  so  rare  that  doubt  of 
its  existence  had  been  expressed  by  bibliographers.  A  map  of  the  Rari- 
tan  River,- 1683,  is  an  early  specimen  of  American  map-making  and  very 
rare.  We  have  Cutler's  map  of  Ohio,  Salem,  1787,  which  some  car- 
tographers have  noted  as  "unknown;"  Andrew  Ellicott's  Territory  of 
Columbia,  21}^  by  2iJ^  inches;  the  first  topographical  survey  map  of 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Besides  the  above  are  many  old  maps  of  early 
American  States,  cities,  and  counties.  The  atlas  collection  also  has  not 
been  neglected.  We  have  Blaeuw,  Janson,  Ortelius,  Sanson,  Arrow- 
smith,  Jefferys,  Bellin,  Kiepert,  Berghaus,  and  many  others. 

The  ordnance  survey  maps  of  Great  Britain,  comprised  in  10,000 
sheets,  and  also  10,000  to  15,000  Sanborn  insurance  maps,  which  have 
come  through  the  copyright  law,  form  an  important  part  of  our  collec- 
tion. An  extensive  collection  of  the  admiralty  charts  of  Great  Britain 
are  accessible  and  valuable.  The  accessions  to  this  department  from  pur- 
chase and  gift  since  February  19,  1898,  amount  to  3,299. 

It  is  earnestly  recommended  that  early  maps  of  America  should  be 
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obtained.  At  present  this  would  not  imply  an  immoderate  cost,  but  as 
time  goes  on  such  publications  will  increase  in  value,  as  does  everything 
of  this  character  pertaining  to  America.  We  do  what  is  possible  to 
strengthen  the  collection  by  exchanges  with  other  hbraries,  and  there 
should  be  relief  maps  in  plaster  of  America,  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa, 
with  large  globes  displaying  the  latest  achievements  in  geographical 
research.  We  should  complete  our  list  of  county  and  city  atlases,  and 
an  effort  should  be  made  to  obtain,  through  the  aid  of  our  consuls,  the 
latest  maps  of  South  America  and  Europe. 

Over  200  unique  and  valuable  maps  from  the  Force,  Faden,  and 
Rochambeau  collections,  embracing  the  early  discoveries,  as  well  as  the 
French  and  Revolutionary  wars,  have  been  catalogued  and  are  now 
accessible. 

An  arrangement  should,  if  possible,  be  made  by  which  titles  of  all  new 
books  and  maps  received  by  the  various  government  libraries  should  be 
available.  These  cards  could  be  kept  together  and  arranged  alphabetic- 
ally for  ready  reference.  The  purchase  of  duplicate  volumes  may  also  in 
this  way  be  prevented.  The  cataloguing  of  our  vast  collection  of  maps 
and  atlases  is  in  progress,  but  has  been  necessarily  slow.  They  had  to  be 
systematized  for  prompt  examination  by  the  public,  and  further  aid  will 
be  required  to  advance  the  work.  To  properly  describe  a  sheet  map,  an 
author's  card  and  subject  card  are  necessary;  also  cards  for  the  publisher 
and  engraver.  Each  map  in  atlases  should  be  catalogued  separately  on 
its  merits — otherwise  it  is  lost,  except  to  the  patient  seeker.  Therefore 
subject  cards  can  not  be  too  exhaustive. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  maps  and  charts  department  has  been 
able  "to  render  essential  service  to  the  Government  in  many  ways,  and 
especially  during  the  late  war  with  Spain.  While,  as  a  rule,  our  col- 
lections are  guarded  with  sedulous  care,  whatever  we  possessed  was 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Army  and  Navy.  Aid  was  given  to  the 
Venezuelan  Commission,  as  well  as  to  the  Joint  High  Commission  con- 
vened to  settle  questions  with  Great  Britain.  We  have  been  able  to  place 
at  their  service  a  valuable  Russian  map  of  Alaska,  made  in  1802,  with 
interesting  notes,  while  the  bulletin  on  '  'Alaska  and  the  Northwest  part 
of  North  America, ' '  compiled  in  the  I/ibrary,  has  been  frequently  consulted 
in  the  course  of  the  arbitration. 

PERIODICAL   DEPARTMENT. 

The  number  of  bound  volumes  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  on 
November  i,  1898,  was  48,511,  an  increase  during  the  current  year  of 
6,899. 

The  total  number  as  before  given  was  43,362  volumes,  but  in  that 
were  included  unbound  volumes  to  the  number  of  1,750.  This  year 
unbound  matter  is  excluded  from  the  above  total  and  is  counted  as 
single  numbers.     Of  these  single  numbers,  50,225  are  accessible. 

The  I/ibrary  embraces  30,862  periodicals,  an  increase  during  the  year 
of  5,812,  and  17,649  newspapers,  an  increase  of  1,087.  I^Ws  represents 
contributions  from  the  State  Department,  Smithsonian  Institution, 
Bureau  of  Statistics,  and  elsewhere.  Bound  volumes  have  been  received 
from  publishing  houses  and  private  sources.  We  have  purchased  532 
volumes,  while  several  hundred  volumes,  misplaced  before  the  transfer 
of  the  Ivibrary  from  the  Capitol,  have  been  recovered  and  arranged. 

In  this  estimate  duplicate  bound  volumes  to  the  number  of  2,958  peri- 
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odicals  and  2,955  newspapers  are  counted,  and  among  them  1,479  volumes 
of  Senate  files,  sent  to  the  Library  for  preservation. 

Classification  of  periodicals. 


1897-98 


1898-99 


Duplicates. 


Loose 
number. 


History  and  letters  . . 

Religion 

Science  (unclassed)  . 

Education 

Sociology 

Agriculture 

Architecture 

Army  and  Navy 

Electricity 

Engineering 

Finance 

Juvenile 

Medicine 

Mines  and  metals. . . 

Secret  societies 

SportsI 

Trade  journals 

Railroad  guides 

Foreign 


10, 053 

1,708 

755 

245 


5,350 


12,324 
2,446 
1,691 
355 
300 
272 
209 
495 

299 
893 
392 
518 
218 
109 
383 
447 


2,096 

329 
162 

19 


38 


5,851 


6,460 


12,217 

5,724 

3,688 

1,251 

662 

826 

929 

1,330 

1,123 

1,090 

827 

1,606 

2,708 

875 

100 

1,865 

6,563 

2,376 

4,464 


Total. 


27,904 


2,958 


so,  225 


The  total  number  of  bound  volumes  of  newspapers  is  17,649,  an 
increase  during  the  year  of  1,087. 

Of  the  above,  1,476  are  duplicates,  and  1,370  the  scrapbook  files  of 
the  Serfete,  also  in  the  main  duplicates.  About  400  more  volumes  are 
at  the  bindery.     These  duplicates  are  valuable  for  purposes  of  exchange. 

While  we  have  3,913  bound,  volumes  of  foreign  newspapers,  we  lack 
current  files  of  some  of  the  most  important.  This  want  we  are  striving 
to  remedy  so  far  as  the  appropriation  will  justify. 

The  enumeration  by  States  of  the  Library  collection  of  bound  news- 
papers (journals)  is  as  follows: 


Volumes. 

Foreign 4,  i37 

Alabama 125 

Arkansas 134 

Arizona 23 

California 321 

Colorado 139 

Connecticut ; 199 

Delaware 133. 

District  of  Columbia i,  414 

Florida 84 

Georgia  ago 

Idaho  23 

Illinois 304 

Indiana 176- 

Indian  Territory 4 

Iowa 106 

Kansas 7^ 

Kentucky 213 

I^ouisiana   279 

Maine 181 

Maryland   442 

Massachusetts 722 

Michigan 214 

Minnesota 166 

Mississippi loo 

Missouri 307 

Montana 26 

Ab.  98 107 


Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 


137 

28 

125 

223 

24 

New  York I,  910 

North  Carolina . 

North  Dakota  .  . 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon  , 


117 

36 

395 

5 

9' 

Pennsylvania J,  073 


185 

285 

31 

312 

93 
70 

97 

380 

75 

77 

144 

26 
Scrapbook  Senate  Files i,  370 


Rhode  Island . 
South  Carolina . 
South  Dakota ,. . 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington  .  . . . 
West  Virginia  . . 

Wisconsin 

Wy.oming. 


Total  . 


17,  649 
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A  record  of  every  periodical  or  newspaper  sent  out  of  the  department 
is  preserved.     There  have  been  but  three  losses  during  the  year. 

The  demand  for  periodicals  and  newspapers  increases,  as  will  be  seen 
from  this  table: 

July 2,  io6 

August 2,  991 

September 2,  896 

October , 5,  374 

Total I3>  367 

The  October  increase  of  almost  100  per  cent  is  due  to  the  night  open- 
ing, and  emphasizes  the  wisdom  of  that  beneficent  legislation.  Owing 
to  the  as  yet  unsupplied  gaps,  the  above  figures  do  not  represent  the 
number  of  calls.  No  record  is  kept  of  these,  but  as  a  rule  as  many 
requests  are  made  in  this  department  which  can  not  be  suppUed  as  the 
number  of  those  supplied. 

Current  periodicals  received  during  the  year  outnumber  by  nearly 
500  those  coming  up  to  July  i,  1898,  the  present  total  being  1,574,  of 
which  number  764  are  copyrighted,  656  received  through  the  courtesy 
of  the  publishers,  148  by  subscription,  20  from  the  Bureau  of  Statistics, 
and  6  from  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  The  copyright  list  shows  a 
small  increase,  and  about  25  magazines  have  been  added  to  the  subscrip- 
tion list. 

Besides  the  good  will  of  publishers,  we  must  likewise  note  tl;e  gift  of 
annual  subscriptions  to  over  400  daily  newspapers  throughout  the  coun- 
try, beginning,  in  most  cases,  with  January  i  of  the  present  year. 
These  cover  every  important  city  in  the"  Union  and  embrace  all  shades 
of  political  opinion.  Before  the  creation  by  Congress  of  the  periodical 
department  the  Library  received  only  129  newspapers,  most  of  them  by 
subscription.  By  the  processes  of  administration,  and  virtually  without 
expense,  we  now  receive  522  newspapers  worthy  of  preservation.  This 
number,  reasoning  from  what  has  been,  will  reach  a  thousand  journals, 
an  apparently  large  number,  but  not  too  great  to  illu.strate  those  muta- 
tions of  thought  which  accompany  the  growth  of  the  Republic. 

In  binding  these  papers,  the  annual  average  will  be  three  volumes  to 
each  year,  which,  at  the  present  price  charged  by  the  Government  Print- 
ing OflSce  for  binding  ($5  per  volume),  will  take  from  the  printing  and 
binding  fund  of  the  Library  over  $7,500  a  year*.  At  least  $5,000  a  year 
more  should  be  allowed  for  the  preservation  of  periodicals,  in  view  of 
the  many  now  incomplete  sets  which  are  being  completed,  as  the  missing 
numbers  are  received  from  bookdealers  and  auction  sales.  Many  of  the 
older  periodicals  and  newspapers,  shabbily  bound  at  first,  need  rebinding. 
It  is,  therefore,  a  conservative  estimate  to  say  that  $12,500  a  j-ear  for 
binding  is  needed  to  maintain  the  periodicals  of  the  Library  at  the  present 
standard  of  efficiency.  The  increase  in  the  department,  both  in  news- 
papers and  periodicals,  was  estimated  a  year  ago  at  i  ,500  volumes.  It  is 
clear  that  this  estimate  will  be  doubled.  Gratifying  as  this  is,  we  have 
only  to  remember  that  the  Library  of  Congress  receives  fewer  periodicals 
than  many  of  the  leading  libraries  in  the  United  States  to  'see  what 
remains  to  be  done. 

Many  periodicals,  rich  in  literary  and  scientific  work,  are  accessible 
through  Poole's  and  other  indexes.  Wonder  is  expressed  that  the 
Library  of  Congress  does  not  contain  complete  sets.  Other  libraries, 
realizing  their  value,  have  surpassed  us,  and  every  year  makes  them 
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more  difficult  to  procure.  While  an  expenditure  of  $10,000  for  periodi- 
cals in  the  next  fiscal  year  would  not  place  the  Ivibrary  in  the  first  rank 
with  other  American  libraries,  it  would  be  an  advance  in  the  right 
direction. 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  MANUSCRIPTS. 

The  manuscripts  in  this  department  may  be  thus  enumerated: 

Original  manuscripts: 

Number  of  volumes  of  manuscripts  bound 608 

Number  of  volumes  of  manuscripts  unbound 173 

Total 781 

Number  of  packages  of  manuscripts , 205 

Total  number  of  individual  manuscripts,  bound  and  unbound 23,  032 

Transcripts: 

Number  of  volumes  bound 255 

Number  of  volumes  unbound 13 

Total 268 

Number  of  packages.     (Regarded  as  volumes,  though  unbound) 862 

Miscellaneous  transcripts i,  536 

Detached  autographs 54 

Broadsides 166 

Currency 98 

Detached  seals 20 

Manuscripts  on  vellum 27 

Total 365 

The  total  number  of  volumes  of  manuscripts,  bound  and  unbound, 
originals  and  transcripts,  amounts  to  1,049,  and  the  total  number  of 
original  pieces  of  all  kinds  is  23,397. 

Five  volumes  of  manuscripts  have  been  calendared  as  follows : 

Cards. 

Delaware  State  papers,  4  vols.,  479  MSS i,  980 

Force' papers,  vol.  12,  251  MSS  850 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  in  calendaring  the  average  is  between  three 
and  four  cards  to  each  manuscript. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  manuscripts  catalogued : 

Cards. 

John  Paul  Jones  papers,  ii  vols.,  801  MSS 8oi 

Vernon-Wager  papers,  12  vols.,  965  MSS 965 

Force  papers,  11  vols.,  767  MSS 767 

Dolly  Madison  papers,  690  MSS 690 

Number  of  volumes  catalogued 35 

Number  of  volumes  calendared 5 

Total 40 

Number  of  manuscripts  calendared 730 

Number  of  manuscripts  catalogued 3,  233 

Total 3.963 

Number  of  cards  written  for  calendars 2, 963 

Number  of  cards  written  for  catalogues 3,  283 

Total 6, 246 
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Between  the  17th  of  December,  1897,  and  the  31st  of  August,  1898, 
the  following  accessions  have  been  made  to  this  department: 

By  gift MSS. .        3 

By  purchase bound  volumes. .         5 

By  purchase .' MSS. .       39 

>  Total 47 

Cost  of  manuscripts  purchased - $148 

Your  I^ibrarian,  in  his  report  for  1897,  alluded  to  the  fact  that  the 
necessities  of  the  removal  and  the  care  required  in'  the  custody  of  the 
manuscripts  had  made  it  impossible  to  arrange  them  for  the  public. 
During  the  current  year  much  has  been  done  toward  creating,  as  it  were, 
this  most  interesting  and  valuable  department.  Suitable  steel  furniture 
and  a  burglar-proof  safe  have  been  provided  and  will  soon  be  in  place. 
But  while  we  have  many  priceless  manuscripts  of  historical,  social,  and 
personal  interest,  much  is  required  to  give  the  I^ibrary  its  full  degree  of 
usefulness.  Practically  there  has  been  no  appropriation  for  manuscripts, 
and  the  elimination  of  the  sum  requested  last  year  for  their  purchase 
was  construed  as  a  veto  upon  any  special  expense. 

The  fact  that  the  manuscript  department  was  at  that  time  in  embryo 
may  have  been  the  reason  of  the  failure  to  grant  an  appropriation.  This 
condition  has  passed  away.  The  I,ibrary  has  been  compelled  to  deny  itself 
opportunities  for  rare  and  advantageous  purchases ;  some  of  scientific 
value,  going  back  to  the  thirteenth  century,  and  including  an  unpublished 
treatise  on  Aristotle  by  Roger  Bacon.  We  have  but  one  manuscript  of 
a  date  earlier  than  the  sixteenth  century,  and  few  of  scientific  character; 
nor  have  we  a  specimen  of  the  autographic  work  of  the  masters  of  litera- 
ture. There  are,  however,  manuscripts  of  special  historical  value,  such 
as  the  correspondence  of  Gen.  John  Sullivan,  of  the  Revolution,  from 
1775  to  1783;  the  narratives  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.; 
the  correspondence  of  Schoolcraft,  rich  deposits  of  the  colonial  times,  the 
articles  of  capitulation  between  Lord  Cornwallis  and  Washington,  Indian 
treaties,  and  other  interesting  possessions. 

This  is  not  written  in  any  spirit  of  regret  or  even  impatience,  remem- 
bering that  the  manuscript  department  has  had  but  a  few  months  of  an 
integral  existence.  Nor  has  the  Library  at  any  time  until  now  been  in  a 
position  to  receive  manuscripts  with  confidence  as  to  their  safety.  The 
danger  of  fire  in  the  National  Capitol,  remembering  the  sad  experience 
of  185 1,  and  what  came  so  nearly  being  an  irreparable  disaster  in  the 
early  days  of  November,  1898,  was  a  menace  which  no  longer  exists. 

The  Library  building  has  no  superior  in  the  world  for  the  security  of 
precious  books  and  manuscripts,  and  we  may  find  an  incentive  toward 
an  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  Congress  in  what  is  done  elsewhere.  The 
National  Library  of  Prance  has  in  the  past  twenty-five  years  expended 
more  than  $125,000  for  the  purchase  of  manuscripts.  The  British 
Museum  increases  its  collections  at  the  rate  of  350  volumes  annually,  the 
estimated  increase  between  40,000  and  50,000  individual  manuscripts, 
about  twice  as  many  as  the  present  number  in  our  own  Library.  In  say- 
ing this,  however,  we  must  remember  that  for  fifty  years  at  least  the 
British  Museum  has  been  deemed  a  treasure-house  of  the  British  nation; 
that  all  classes  take  pride  in  enriching  it;  that  private  collections  gravi- 
tate into  its  keeping;  that  the  British  treasury  is  ever  ready  with  open 
and  instant  discernment  to  buy  whatever  will  add  to  its  value  as  the  pro- 
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duct  of  Britisli  institutions.  The  Library  of  Congress  can  not  as  yet 
claim  any  such  privilege.  It  has  not,  if  one  may  so  express  it,  come  into 
touch  with  the  country.  The  tendency  of  private  munificence  is  toward 
the  endowment  of  local  or  private  institutions.  In  time  it  will  hold  to 
the  nation  the  same  relation  as  the  British  Museum  to  Great  Britain,  and 
nothing  will  contribute  to  this  result  so  much  as  the  generous  considera- 
tion of  Congress. 

Since  August  last  the  repairing  and  mounting  of  manuscripts  has  been 
done  by  assignment  of  skilled  labor  from  the  Government  Printing  Office. 
While  this  contributes  to  the  preservation  of  the  manuscripts,  special 
experts  in  the  handling  of  manuscripts  should  be  employed.  The  ques- 
tion as  to  the  quality  of  paper  most  satisfactory  for  repairing  manuscripts 
is  still  in  debate,  and  the  superintendent  of  the  department  has  given 
much  pains  to  the  inquiry.  Wood-pulp  papers  must  be  avoided,  because 
a  sulphide  is  used  in  their  manufacture  which  in  time  reacts  on  the  ink 
and  destroys  the  paper.  The  Library  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Tassin,.  an 
expert  technological  chemist  of  the  National  Museum  staff,  for  useful 
assistance  and  advice.  The  necessity  for  doing  this  work  with  care  will 
be  recognized  when  it  is  considered  that  780  of  the  1,049  volumes  of 
manuscripts  are  in  so  broken  a  condition  as  to  require  rebinding  before 
they  can  be  used.  In  addition  there  are  205  packages  of  originals  and 
900  of  transcripts  which  have  never  been  bound  at  all.  We  are  prevented 
by  statute  from  sending  these  manuscripts  out  of  the  building,  and  the 
work  must  be  done  in  the  department  itself. 

The  Library  building  being  so  constant  an  object  of  interest,  an  exhi- 
bition of  some  of  our  rarest  specimens  was  opened  in  the  northwest 
paviUon. 

THE   DEPARTMENT   OF   MUSIC. 

The  attention  of  Congress  has  been  called  to  the  musical  department 
as  a  growing  and  useful  feature  of  the  Library. 

When  we  came  into  the  new  building  in  1897  the  department  of  music 
was  in  its  experimental  stages.  Its  growth  thus  far  has  resulted  in  the 
foundation  of  what  is  destined  to  be  one  of  the  great  musical  libraries  of 
the  world.  As  a  collection  of  American  music  it  is  unsurpassed,  and 
with  little  cost  it  can  be  made  as  rich  in  the  music  of  other  nations  as  it 
is  in  the  music  of  our  own. 

On  November  i,  1898,  the  music  department  was  thus  enumerated: 

Total  number  of  pieces  of  music  on  hand  January  1,  1898 189, 046 

Received  during  current  year 10,  848 

Total 199, 894 

The  following  table  will  show  the  accessions  in  1898: 

Received  from  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  vocal  and  instrumental 446 

Transferred  from  chapter  32  of  general  library 53 

Copyright  accessions 10,  268 

By  gifts 22 

By  purchase 59 

Total 54.  233 

It  is  estimated  that  we  are  in  receipt  of  44  pieces  of  current  or  new 
music  daily.  Each  piece  is  examined  and  classified,  entered  upon  an 
accession  book  which  gives  its  history,  indexed  by  a  card  system,  and 
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alphabetically  shelved.  Music  received  since  January  i,  1898,  amounting 
to  10,848  pieces,  has  been  cared  for,  as  well  as  32,076  pieces  previously 
copyrighted.  While,  therefore,  keeping  pace  with  the  music  received, 
the  old  material,  to  the  number  of  9,313  pieces,  has  been  arranged  and 
made  ready  for  cataloguing.  The  musical  accumulations  of  other  years 
is  classified.  The  extent  of  this  work  may  be  understood  when  it  is 
seen  that  during  the  year  ending  August  31,  28,232  catalogue  cards  were 
written,  197  volumes  bound,  with  400  volumes  in  the  bindery. 

It  has  been  our  effort,  so  far  as  the  classification  of  the  various  depart- 
ments has  permitted,  to  strengthen  the  music  department,  obtaining 
either  through  purchase  or  exchange  books  of  reference,  the  scores  of 
the  classical  masters,  together  with  what  may  illustrate  the  music  of  all 
nations,  ancient  and  modern,  savage  as  well  as  enlightened.  Music  in 
its  best  sense  is  a  science  belonging  to  all  ages,  as  well  as  all  nationalities 
and  conditions  of  men,  and  the  Library  of  Congress  should  contain  its 
earliest  as  well  as  its  latest  and  most  complete  expression. 

When  so  much  has  been  done  by  the  arrangement  of  the  music  which 
came  from  the  old  Library,  it  would  be  a  misfortune  not  to  continue  our 
additions  to  the  Library  until  our  present  already  invaluable  collection 
is  a  complete  embodiment  of  the  history  as  well  as  of  the  science  of 
music.  Among  our  purchases  are  some  modem  classical  scores,  as  well 
as  an  assortment  of  Confederate  music. 

Your  Librarian  has  suggested  the  necessity  of  musical  instruments  in 
a  room  adjoining  the  musical  library,  so  that  the  scores  could  be  read. 
The  experiment,  so  far  as  the  piano  is  concerned,  has  been  tried.  There 
is  a  piano  in  a  closed  room  where  students  can  gain  access  to  the  musical 
scores  and  interpret  rare  and  classical  music.  Litigants  with  copyright 
interests  at  stake  can,  by  access  to  the  copyright  music,  establish  prop- 
erty claims.  The  piano  does  not  annoy  students  in  the  reading  room 
nor  distract  attention  in  other  departments  nor  draw  a  crowd,  and  is  never 
used  except  for  necessary  purposes.  While  we  owe  the  use  of  the  piano 
to  private  courtesy,  its  value  is  shown  by  experiment  to  be  so  apparent, 
that  the  Librarian  recommends  the  purchase  of  this  and  perhaps  one  or 
two  other  musical  instruments. 

The  accretions  from  copyright  are  the  largest  that  come  to  the  Library. 
Thus,  while  in  the  current  year  we  have  received  to  October  19,  1898, 
4,426  printed  books,  the  music  amounted  during  the  same  period  to 
12,939  pieces. 

It  is  to  be  observed  also  that  a  considerable  portion  of  this  music  con- 
sists of  pieces  valuable  not  only  as  musical  literature,  but  as  a  financial 
asset.  Since  the  international  copyright  act  went  into  operation  July  i , 
1 89 1,  there  has  been  received  a  number  of  foreign  editions  of  standard 
music.  The  actual  money  value  of  this  important  collection  is  not  read- 
ily ascertainable,  but  it  would  amount  to  a  considerable  sum;  and  it  is  to 
be  taken  into  account,  on  the  other  side,  that  the  cost  of  running  this 
department  is  exceptionally  small,  amounting  annually  to  only  $3,840. 
Congress  will  easily  see  that  the  service  impUed  in  the  music  coming  to 
the  Library  through  the  operation  of  the  copyright  law  considerably 
exceeds  the  cost  of  running  the  department  of  music,  and  if  an  annual 
appropriation  were  made  for  its  development  equal  to  what  it  brings  into 
the  United  States  Treasury  it  would  soon  be  without  a  rival. 
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THE  LAW  LIBRARY. 


The  law  department  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  or  as  much  of  it 
as  remains  in  the  old  Supreme  Court  room,  may  be  classified  as  follows: 


1897. 


Text-books 

Reports,  including  cases  and  digests 

Session  laws,  including  compilations  and  codes 

Works  in  foreign  languages 

Trials 

Periodicals 

Briefs  and  records 

Law  section  of  the  Toner  collection 

Conference-room  library 

Total 


15,605 
17,609 
II,  103 
8,591 
4.687 
3,0" 
8,650 
1,293 
10,000 


80,549 


15,966 
18,515 
II,  784 
9,809 
4,842 
3,103 
8,920 
1,293 
10, 372 


84,604 


361 
906 
681 
1,218 
155 
92 
270 


372 


There  have  been  added  to  the  law  department  during  the  year  ending 
October  i,  1898,  4,055  volumes.  When  we  include  volumes  in  the 
duplicate  room,  13,214,  and  those  withdrawn  from  the  shelves  by  the 
justices  for  judicial  purposes,  4,050,  the  aggregate  is  101,868  volumes. 

The  larger  part  of  these  additional  volumes  were  discovered  in  the 
course  of  arranging  the  contents  of  the  old  Library.  Hitherto  the  want 
of  space  prevented  their  classification.  These  additions,  rescued  as  it 
were,  and  coming  into  the  general  use  of  the  Library,  have  been  valuable, 
especially  in  the  matter  of  foreign  laws,  there  being  scarcely  a  civiUzed 
country  some  of  whose  laws  have  not  been  found  and  restored  to  the 
general  collection.  To  this  may  be  added  the  law  books,  treatises, 
reports,  and  periodicals  which  come  through  the  copyright  law. 

The  appropriation  for  law  books  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States.  Thus  far  it  has  been  the  policy  in  the  law 
department,  as  well  as  our  general  pohcy,  to  complete  sets,  fill  up  gaps, 
purchase  works  which  do  not  come  by  copyright,  and  improve  special 
collections,  such  as  international  law,  in  which  the  law  library  is  crude. 
We  have  therefore  purchased  such  works  as  new  editions  of  Chitty's 
Statutes,  Fisher  on  Mortgages,  Brice  on  Ultra  Vires,  Phillimore's  Eccle- 
siastical Law,  and  many  others,  together  with  Calvo's  and  Rivier's 
Treatises  in  French  on  International  Law. 

Recent  political  events  have  made  international  law  a  theme  of  com- 
manding interest.  It  has  been  our  aim  to  seek  out  and  gather  in 
whatever  may  throw  light  upon  the  subject. 

The  admiralty  section  has  been  strengthened  by  a  set  of  ' '  Revue  inter- 
national du  Droit  maritime,"  and  we  hope  soon  to  have  complete  sets  of 
all  journals  like  the  "Revue  de  Droit  international  et  de  Legislation 
comparee. ' ' 

The  law  department  is  strong  in  reports,  but  session  laws  have  been 
so  neglected  that  it  is  difficult  to  arrange  complete  sets.  Old  volumes 
have  gone  into  decay,  and  it  is  with  difficulty  that  the  books  thus  lost 
or  destroyed  can  be  procured.  However,  with  watchfulness  in  studying 
the  sales  catalogues  much  has  been  done — especially,  for  instance,  in 
securing  scarce  and  long-needed  copies  of  the  laws  of  States  like  Rhode 
Island. 

While  some  of  the  criticisms  upon  the  law  library  in  the  last  report 
have  lost  their  force  because  of  improved  administration  in  the  Library 
affairs  and  judicious  expenditures  in  the  way  of  additions,  it  still  holds  a 
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higher  rank  among  law  libraries  as  to  quantity  rather  than  quality.  To 
repeat  what  has  been  written,  ' '  The  want  of  constitutional  conventions, 
legal  bibliography,  biography,  and  miscellany  is  met  by  the  collections 
in  the  general  lyibrary." 

It  may  be  said  that  while  preeminent  in  European  continental  books 
and  of  a  high  rank  in  American  reports,  digests,  statutes,  text-books,  and 
trials,  the  law  department  is  subordinate  to  some  other  libraries  in  session 
laws,  English  reports,  and  text -books. 

Attention  has  been  called  to  the  congested  condition  of  the  law  library, 
more  especially  so  far  as  the  law  students  are  concerned.  We  have  a 
room  with  2,670  square  feet,  or  about  50  feet  square.  This  cockpit, 
dim-lighted  and  inconvenient,  with  its  straggling  tables,  is  expected  to 
accommodate  the  justices,  lawyers  engaged  in  cases,  the  members  of  the 
bar  in  search  of  light,  as  well  as  law  students.  Washington  is  said  to 
have  a  greater  number  of  law  students  than  any  educational  center  out- 
side of  Ann  Arbor,  and  hence  the  difficulty  of  their  accommodation. 
The  ventilation  is  imperfect,  with  no  space  for  improvement.  Artificial 
light  is  of  little  avail  a;nd  the  discomforts  have  grown  with  the  increase 
of  business.  While  the  transfer  of  the  law  library  to  the  new  building 
would  have  remedied  this,  and  not  only  enlarged  the  general  usefulness 
of  the  lyibrary  but  in  every  way  served  the  public,  the  statute  has  with- 
drawn that  question  from  practical  consideration. 

As  an  experiment,  however,  the  law  library  was  closed  to  students  on 
the  ist  of  October  and  quarters  assigned  them  in  the  new  building.  An 
alcove  was  set  apart  for  1,000  books,  including  elementary  works  desir- 
able for  students.  This  included  every  standard  law  text-book  in  the 
English  language.  As  the  Library  possessed  these  duplicates,  the 
integrity  of  the  general  collection  was  not  invaded.  In  addition  to  law 
books  which  came  through  copyright,  duplicates  were  added  to  the 
general  collection,  one  copy  going  to  the  law  department,  the  other 
retained  at  the  service  of  the  students.  Should  the  readers  desire  other 
books  than  those  in  this  junior  collection,  they  can  be  obtained  through 
the  tunnel  by  application  at  the  reading-room  desk.  Therefore,  in  the 
transfer  from  the  Capitol  to  the  general  reading  room,  the  students  are 
assured  of  every  convenience.  The  practical  effect  of  this  change  has 
thus  far  been  an  advantage  to  the  students  as  well  as  to  the  members  of 
the  bar.  Under  the  former  arrangement,  the  law  library  was  available 
for  a  limited  time  each  day  and  under  deterrent  conditions.  Now  the 
reader  can  study  from  9  in  the  morning  until  10  in  the  evening  with  the 
whole  lyibrary,  the  law  as  well  as  the  other  sections,  at  his  command. 

_The  success  of  the  night  service  of  the  general  I,ibrary  leads  to  the 
question  of  likewise  opening  the  law  department.  It  would  seem  to  be 
an  inevitable  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  students,  members  of  the 
bar  in  attendance  upon  the  Supreme  Court,  or  those  who  reside  in  the 
District,  as  well  as  members  of  Congress,  would  welcome  the  opportunity 
of  preparing  a  brief  at  night.  For  work  of  this  character  the  new  Library 
presents  many  advantages,  more  especially  if  the  law  department  were 
open  and  the  tunnel  in  operation,  as  is  the  case  when  sessions  of  Con- 
gress are  prolonged.  The  student  would  not  only  have  access  to  the  law 
department,  but  to  the  general  Library.  The  question  is  commended  to 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  end  that  should  the  tunnel  run  at  night, 
the  quarters  now  occupied  by  the  law  department  should  be  improved 
in  the  way  of  light  and  ventilation. 

A  word  of  grateful  recognition  may  be  permitted  as  to  the  interest 
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taken  in  the  development  of  the  Library  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  who,  by  statute,  shares  in  its  administration.  It  should 
also  be  noted,  as  an  undoubted  oversight  in  the  statute,  that  the  Library 
is  debarred  from  obtaining  the  Supreme  Court  Reports.  For  some  years 
we  have  been  dependent  upon  the  grace  of  one  of  the  Departments  for 
those  necessary  volumes.  When  there  was  a  '  'residue' '  of  copies  the 
Library  was  supplied,  otherwise  not.  The  courts  have  so  multiplied  that 
the  '  'residue' '  is  annually  exhausted  and  the  reports  must  be  purchased. 
There  is  a  bill  before  Congress  contemplating  a  correction  of  this  anom- 
aly. And  it  would  be  well  in  this  anticipated  legislation  if  it  were  made 
mandatory  upon  the  Public  Printer,  or  whoever  may  have  authority  over 
official  publications,  to  deposit  two  copies  of  each  work  coming  from  the 
Government  press  with  the  Librarian  of  Congress.  We  enjoy  the  privi- 
lege of  two  copies  under  the  copyright  law,  and  the  rule  should  prevail 
as  to  such  publications  as  the  Reports  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  Library  has  not  been  insensible  to  the  political  questions  which 
have  marked  our  recent  history  and  the  desire  on  the  part  of  Congress 
and  those  who  use  the  Library  for  the  amplest  knowledge  in  regard  to 
the  regions  which  have  come  within  the  sphere  of  American  influence. 

With  the  advice  of  the  Chief  Justice,  efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain 
desirable  legal  works  bearing  upon  those  new  problems. 

The  Librarian  must  likewise  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  enabling  us  to  strengthen  the  Library  in  this  regard,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Republics,  from  whom  we  have  re- 
ceived a  circular  of  the  recent  laws  governing  South  American  countries. 
The  Spanish  and  French  colonial  laws  are  cited  in  commonwealths 
which  came  into  the  Union  from  France,  Mexico,  and  Spain;  and  so  far 
as  Spain  is  concerned,  a  knowledge  of  Spanish  laws  will  be  useful  in  the 
administration  of  newly  acquired  dominions. 

Attention  has  also  been  gfiven  to  the  legislation  of  European  countries 
engaged  in  colonization.  The  legislation  and  jurisprudence  of  our  civi- 
lized Indian  tribes  are  also  sought,  but  thus  far  with  only  slight  results. 

The  Librarian  would  respectfully  renew  his  commendation  of  the  law 
department  to  the  special  consideration  of  Congress.  The  Chief  Justice 
is  granted  $2,5qo  for  the  increase  of  the  Library.  Five  thousand  dollars 
should  be  given  to  enable  this  great  Library  to  keep  pace  with  law  collec- 
tions elsewhere.  A  study  of  the  Library  conditions,  supported  by  expert 
testimony,  justifies  the  belief  that  $30,000  would  be  necessary  to  place 
the  collection  on  an  advanced  and  useful  footing.  If  this  expense  is  not 
deemed  advisable,  the  annual  appropriation  of  $5,000  above  recommended 
would  enable  us  to  strengthen  our  foreign  reports,  such  as  those  of  Brit- 
ish America,  South  Africa,  and  Australia,  together  with  treatises  and 
periodicals  on  international  law  now  in  such  urgent  demand. 

The  Librarian  would  again  call  attention  to  the  need  of  additional 
space  for  the  law  department.  While  the  transfer  of  the  students  to  the 
new  building  has  been  of  practical  benefit,  there  should  be  at  least  twice 
as  much  room  as  is  now  at  the  service  of  the  bar.  The  shelving  in  its 
narrow  and  cribbed  condition  is  so  nearly  filled  that  it  will  soon  be  nec- 
essary to  once  again  keep  the  books  on  the  floor.  Relief  would  be  found 
in  giving  over  some  of  the  space  of  what  was  the  main  room  of  the  old 
Library.  This  is  well  lighted  and  near  the  Supreme  Court.  The  room 
at  present  occupied,  if  vacated,  could  be  usefully  tenanted.  If  the  law 
library  remains  where  it  is,  then  the  entire  collection  should  be  gone  over 
so  as  to  reduce  it  in  size,  limiting  it  to  practical  books  for  the  immediate 


1706  REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN   Of   CONGRESS. 

uses  of  judges  and  lawyers,  and  taking  what  remained  over  to  the  new 
building.  There  are,  for  instance,  among  the  text-books  several  thou- 
sand volumes  of  old  editions,  useful  simply  for  research.  Many  dupli- 
cates and  bound  periodicals  could  be  stored  away  in  the  stacks  of  the 
general  library,  leaving  in  the  Capitol  only  what  is  necessary  for  the 
lawyer  in  practice. 

On  Sunday,  November  6,  between  the  hours  of  5  and  6  in  the  evening, 
an  explosion  occurred  in  the  old  part  of  the  Capitol,  near  the  entrance  to 
the  law  library,  which  threatened  the  Library  itself  with  irretrievable 
loss.  The  floor  of  the  room  where  the  law  books  of  the  Toner  collection 
were  kept  was  shattered  and  the  furniture  ruined:  The  books,  however, 
sustained  no  injury,  except  what  was  caused  by  the  sand  in  the  concrete 
by  the  explosion.  There  was  no  fire  in  the  room,  and  no  water  was 
thrown  there.  In  the  adjoining  section  of  the  library  proper  a  large  hole 
was  blown  in  the  floor.  Through  this  the  flre  penetrated,  and  more  than 
a  thousand  books  were  damaged.  Of  these  none  were  destroyed,  but 
about  two  hundred  volumes  were  so  damaged  that  they  will  have  to  be 
replaced,  and  the  remainder  must  be  rebound.  The  loss  was  confined 
mainly  to  text-books,  and  these  can  readily  be  replaced.  The  volumes 
belonging  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  a  portion  of  that  statesman's  library  as 
purchased  by  Congress,  had  been  removed  to  the  new  Library  building, 
with  a  view  of  gathering  the  collection  in  one  room,  and  so  escaped  the 
fire.  The  loss  of  these  books  would  have  been  irreparable.  This  acci- 
dent will  emphasize  what  has  so  often  been  said  as  to  the  danger  of  loss 
by  fire.  The  explosion  in  the  Capitol  might  have  been  almost  a  measure- 
less calamity.  The  fact  that  it  took  place  on  a  quiet  Sunday  afternoon, 
I  the  library  open  only  to  attendants,  prevented  a  loss  of  life.  If  the  flames 
had  not  been  arrested,  the  entire  law  library,  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
parts  of  the  Capitol  would  have  been  destroyed. 

This  is  the  third  accident  which  has  befallen  the  Library  in  the  Capitol. 
There  was  the  burning  in  18 14,  an  act  of  war.  Then  came  the  fire  of 
1 85 1,  when  most  of  the  contents  of  the  main  Library  were  destroyed,  the 
law  library  alone  escaping  because  of  its  transfer  to  another  room.  This 
calamity  resulted  from  carelessness,  and  it  is  feared  the  same  judgment 
must  be  passed  upon  the  incident  of  November  6,  1898.  , 

To  leave  the  law  library,  as  well  as  so  many  other  Government  posses- 
sions of  inestimable  value  now  stored  in  perishable  quarters,  at  the  mercy 
of  the  neglect  from  which  the  Library  alone  has  twice  suffered,  is  a 
defiance  of  the  pregnant  lessons  of  experience.  Why  expose  these 
treasures  in  buildings  lined  with  wood,  when  the  elementary  instinct  of 
prudence  would  place  them  under  the  fireproof  shelter  of  the  Librarj' 
building  until  Congress  erects  the  special  building'  devoted  to  the 
judiciary? 

THE  PAVILION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Your  Librarian,  in  his  late  report,  referred  to  what  has  been  done  in- 
regard  to  provi.sion  for  the  blind.  The  work  was  then  experimental,  but 
presenting  assurances  of  success,  which  have  been  more  than  justified. 

A  pavilion  in  the  northwest  basement  of  the  new  Library  building, 
outside  of  the  range  of  visitors,  was  screened  off  and  furnished.  A  small 
library,  representative  in  its  character,  suitable  for  the  blind,  embracing 
books,  periodicals,  and  music  printed  in  raised  letters,  was  obtained,  partly 
by  copyright,  partly  by  purchase  and  gift.    The  various  methods  of  print- 
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ing  for  the  blind  were  included,  and  those  who  used  the  library  were 
asked  not  only  to  name  the  volume  they  would  read,  but  the  style  of 
raised  letters  preferred. 

The  library  in  raised  letters  is  as  follows: 

Books volumes. .  219 

Music sheets. .  50 

Maps  and  charts sheets. .  40 

Magazines numbers. .  78 

Weeklies numbers. .  166 

It  may  not  be  without  interest  to  note  the  character  of  the  works  sought 
by  the  blind  and  at  present  in  their  library.  In  fiction  we  have  Cervan- 
tes, Defoe,  Goldsmith,  Bulwer,  Hawthorn,  Thomas  Nelson  Page,  Sir 
•Walter  Scott,  Kipling,  Thackeray,  Dickens,  the  New  Tales  of  American 
History  by  Senator  Lodge  and  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Eggleston,  Fenimore 
Cooper,  Miss  Alcott,  and  Miss  Edgeworth.  We  have  the  poetry  of  Bry- 
ant, Holmes,  Longfellow,  Lowell,  Whittier,  and  Moore.  There  are  scien- 
tific writings  by  Tyndall  and  Proctor,  Charles  Nordhoff  on  Political 
Science,  the  writings  of  Ruskin,  Emerson,  Macaulay,  Addison,  Bunyan, 
and  Swedenborg;  the  works  of  Homer,  Virgil,  Dante,  and  Shakespeare, 
as  well  as  the  music  of  Handel,  Chopin,  Mendelssohn,  Schubert,  and 
Beethoven. 

It  was  deemed  wise  to  give  afternoon  readings  for  the  benefit  of  the 
blind,  and  the  first  was  given  on  the  8th  of  November,  1897.  It  was 
beUeved  that  there  might  be  one  or  two  readings  weekly,  and  this  only 
for  a  time  until  the  interest  would  pass  away.  On  the  contrary,  the  idea 
took  root.  From  November  8,  1897,  until  October,  1898,  there  have 
been  readings  daily,  Sunday  excepted,  with  volunteer  engagements  to 
read  several  weeks  ahead.  Among  those  taking  part  in  this  grace- 
ful and  beautiful  work  were  authors  of  national  fame,  clergymen,  prel- 
ates, professional  men,  and  statesmen.  As  a  rule  the  Library  has  been 
indebted  to  the  ladies  of  Washington. 

From  November  4,  1897,  to  September  30,  1898,  there  were  479  blind 
readers. 

Number  of  visitors  who  registered 2,  910 

Number  of  visitors  in  pavilion 6,  767 

Total 9.  677 

The  interest  aroused  throughout  the  country  by  the  success  of  this 
modest  experiment  in  the  Library  of  Congress  is  shown  in  the  establish- 
ment of  rooms  similar  to  our  pavilion  in  educational  institutions  in 
various  parts  of  the  Union,  with  daily  readings. 

THE    ORDER    DEPARTMENT. 

Books  are  purchased  for  the  Library  upon  the  advice  of  those  at  the 
heads  of  the  departments  connected  directly  with  the  Library  service, 
the  judgment  of  the  Librarian,  Eipd  the  desire,  whenever  possible  to  ascer- 
tain it,  of  Members  of  Congress.  Every  request  for  new  books,  whether 
on  the  part  of  those  entitled  to  use  the  Library,  or  the  general  public,  has 
immediate  and,  unless  the  request  is  frivolous,  favorable  consideration. 
The  want  of  the  every-day  student  is  apt  to  have  a  high  value  as  an  expres- 
sion of  public  opinion.  An  ' '  order  department ' '  has  been  created,  whose 
function  is  to  purchase  the  books  provided  for  by  the  appropriations  of 
Congress.     To  avoid  placing  duplicate  orders  with  the  various  agencies 
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of  the  Library  at  home  and  abroad,  a  card  catalogue  for  orders  has  been 
adopted.  These  cards  are  useful  as  a  permanent  record,  giving  the  history 
of  each  book  which  comes  into  the  Library.  When  an  order  sheet  is 
written  from  these  cards,  an  estimate  is  made  of  the  amount  of  the  pur- 
chase. The  buying  of  a  duplicate  rarely  happens,  and  with  the  improve- 
ment of  the  official  catalogue  in  the  reading  room  will  be  impossible. 

Books  are  prepared  for  accessioning  in  the  order  department,  and  all 
gifts  are  made  a  matter  of  record  and  acknowledgment.  The  work  in 
this  department  has  grown  to  such  an  extent,  and  its  value  as  a  check 
upon  the  disbursements  of  the  Library  so  pronounced,  that  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  strengthen  it.  The  time  of  one  assistant  is  largely  taken  up  in 
the  acceptance  of  gifts,  and  another  is  required  for  necessary  details. 

THE   LIBRARY   APPOINTMENTS. 

The  question  of  appointments  in  the  Library  under  the  reorganization 
was  the  subject  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Senate  December  17,  1897. 
In  obedience  to  this  resolution,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent showing  that  no  nominations  were  made  except  upon  information 
as  to  special  library  training  and  experience.  This  was  gathered  from 
conversations  with  those  recommending  applicants,  general  inquiry  as  to 
the  character,  ability,  and  education  of  the  applicant,  a  study  of  papers 
presented  as  credentials,  as  well  as  from  personal  observation. 

Reference  was  also  made  to  the  fact  that  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
letter  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  the  law  a  board  was  named  to  examine  the 
appointees.     In  the  letter  naming  this  board  it  was  specified — 

This  inquiry  will  embrace  fitness  for  library  service,  education,  intellectual  capac- 
ity, experience,  manners,  personal  habits,  and  standing.  The  examinations  will 
not  be  severe  nor  technical.  We  can  not  hope  to  have  a  staff  of  trained  assistants  in 
the  junior  branches  of  the  service — such  ofSces,  for  instance,  as  pay  $720  a  year.  In 
these  minor  oflSces  there  should  be  an  elementary  knowledge  or  training  which  could 
be  perfected  in  our  own  library.  The  members  of  the  board  will  therefore  use  their 
own  judgment,  and,  noting  that  capacity  which  needs  only  experience  and  develop- 
ment, give  the  candidate  an  opportunity.  In  the  higher  branches  of  the  service 
evidence  of  higher  training  should  be  expected. 

This  examination  was  made  after  careful  preparation  and  the  reports 
filed  with  the  Librarian  showing  the  exact  standing  of  each  appointee. 
Upon  this  report  nominations  on  probation  became  permanent.  To  show 
the  character  of  the  examination  and  the  sincerity  of  our  efforts  to  appoint 
no  one  except  as  the  law  commanded,  ' '  by  reason  of  special  aptitude  for 
the  work  of  the  Library,"  a  list  of  some  of  the  questions  proposed  to  the 
candidates  is  submitted  in  the  appendix. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  that,  while  the  Library  was  outside  of  the 
classified  service,  the  appointments  rested  with  the  Librarian,  and  all 
care  was  taken  to  insure  a  worthy  and  permanent  staff.  It  was  in 
acceptance  of  the  justified  wisdom  of  civil  service  that  no  removals  have 
been  made  except  for  superannuation  or  in  the  Library  interest.  The 
scope  of  our  examinations  as  recorded_in  the  appendix  will  show  our 
practical  appreciation  for  civil  service  and  the  methods  of  its  application 
to  the  Library.  There  have  been  no  removals  and  no  appointments  for 
political  reasons.  Recommendations  from  whatever  quarter  have  been 
received  and  considered  as  bearing  upon  the  character  and  standing  of 
the  applicant.  The  question  of  fitness  is  decided  after  due  inquiry  and 
upon  the  rule  laid  down.  Appointments  hold  good  and  promotions  fol- 
low only  as  applicants  maintain  the  record  which  led  to  their  selection. 
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NIGHT   OPENING. 

The  Joint  Committee  on  the  I^ibrary,  through  Senator  Hansbrough, 
March  3,  1897,  made  a  report  ' '  suggesting  the  advisabiUty  of  such  appro- 
priations as  may  be  necessary  for  the  employment  of  an  additional  force, 
in  order  that  the  Library  may  be  opened  at  night  for  the  general 
public."  This  recommendation  of  the  joint  committee  was  approved 
by  Congress  and  arrangements  made  by  which  the  Library  was  opened 
from  9  in  the  morning  until  10  in  the  evening.  The  opening  at  night 
was  urged  upon  reasons  of  expediency.  Note  was  taken  of  the  con- 
ditions of  Washington  life — the  large  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  in 
the  pubUc  service,  whose  only  opportunity  of  access  to  the  Library  being 
at  night,  were  deprived  of  its  advantages ;  the  perfection  of  the  arrange- 
ments in  the  new  building  for  night  service,  the  economy  of  the  procedure, 
the  misfortune  of  depriving  our  official  class,  as  well  as  the  citizens  gen- 
erally, from  Library  privileges,  were  all  considered.  It  was  also  shown 
that  not  alone  was  the  building  closed  to  students  who  came  to  read,  but 
to  the  people  at  large  who  came  to  see  a  noble  building,  rich  in  artistic 
beauty  and  splendor. 

Congress  directed  the  opening,  and  the  results  affirm  the  wisdom  of 
its  decree.  In  October  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  reading  room  was 
6,435,  a  daily  average  of  247.  The  largest  evening  attendance  was  243, 
the  smallest  152.  The  books  called  for  were  11,003,  ^  daUy  average  of 
423.  The  evening  readers  are  mainly  students.  The  character  of  the 
books  they  select  §hows  that  as  a  rule  they  read,  with  serious  aims,  his- 
tory, science,  military  and  naval  works,  and  much  pertaining  to  the 
Antilles,  Manila,  and  Spain.  Remembering,  as  has  been  wisely  said, 
that  there  is  no  better  university  than  a  collection  of  books,  the  action 
of  Congress  throws  op6n  to  the  people  the  opportunity  of  a  university 
education. 

THE  JUVENILE  LIBRARY. 

It  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  set  apart  a  reading  room  for  children. 
The  Library  does  not  admit  those  under  16  years  to  the  reading  room. 
It  has  seemed  a  hardship  to  deprive  children  at  the  outset  of  their  lives 
of  what  may  be  a  precious  opportunity  in  the  bending  of  the  mind 
toward  knowledge,  and  therefore  the  rule  has  had  but  lax  enforcement. 
However,  giving  children  their  own  room  seems  best  for  the  general 
readers'  interest.  The  lower  floor  adjoining  the  blind  pavilion  has 
therefore  been  set  apart  and  will  be  opened  as  a  '  'juvenile  reading  room ' ' 
as  soon  as  the  furniture  is  arranged.  Some  10,000 or  12,000  volumes 
suitable  for  children  will  be  transferred  to  the  shelves.  While  the 
rights  of  the  elder  readers  are  guaranteed,  the  children  will  have  every 
advantage  in  their  own  way. 

THE  MAIL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  creation  of  a  mail  and  supply  department,  as  noted  in  the  last 
report,  has  proved  an  advantage.  There  is  now  a  double  mail  service — 
one  at  7.30  a.  m.,  the  other  at  12  m.,  which  has  been  maintained  with 
regularity  and  efficiency. 

During  the  year  ended  November  i,  1898,  the  department  received 
80,480  letters  and  949  sacks  containing  books,  magazines,  periodicals, 
engravings,  photographs,  and  various  articles  for  distribution  in  the 
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I^ibrary,  express  packages  to  the  number  of  1,176,  in  addition  to  40 
large  boxes,  having  been  received  during  the  year. 

The  facilities  for  sending  books  to  the  homes  of  Senators  and  Members 
have  been  improved.  Since  March  i,  1,620  packages  have  been  thus 
delivered.     This  does  not  include  the  number  of  volumes. 

Owing  to  the  opening  of  the  Library  at  night  it  may  be  necessary  when 
Congress  convenes  to  send  books  ordered  by  Senators  and  Members  after 
4  p.  m.  At  present  the  book  delivery  closes  at  4  o'clock  and  the  mail 
wagon  leaves  the  Library  at  4.30  p.  m.,  often  not  returning  until  7.30  or 
8  p.  m.  If  experience  shows  that  a  later  service  is  required  by  Congress, 
suitable  arrangements  will  be  made. 

The  tunnel  and  the  carrier  for  the  transport  of  books  between  the 
Capitol  and  Library  building  has  been  in  use  for  over  a  year.  The  daily 
average  of  books  carried  through  the  tunnel  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress was  from  150  to  175.  The  number  of  books  ordered  from  the  law 
library  has  gradually  increased  since  the  transfer  of  the  law  students 
from  the  Capitol  to  the  Library  building. 

MINOR  GOVERNMENT  LIBRARIES. 

In  a  previous  report  reference  was  made  to  the  libraries  belonging  to 
the  Government  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Exclusive  of  ours,  these 
number  36,  and  are  estimated  as  containing  876,746  volumes,  446,300 
pamphlets,  57,975  maps  and  manuscripts.  Many  of  these  are  special 
collections — some  of  them  unsurpassed — notably  the  Surgeon-General's 
library,  so  complete  in  contents,  catalogue,  and  administration.  Other 
scientific  collections  of  importance  are  those  of  the  Naval  Observatory, 
Patent  Office,  Geological  Survey,  Coast  Survey,  National  Museum,  Fish 
Commission,  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  and  Weather  Bureau. 

The  Executive  Departments,  as  well  as  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, have  their  own  libraries.  That  of  the  State  Department, 
with  its  manuscripts  and  works  on  history,  diplomacy,  and  international 
law,  is  important.  The  War  and  Navy  Departments  have  general  libra- 
ries of  value,  and  special  libraries  in  their  several  divisions.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  has  a  useful,  well-administered,  and  progressive 
collection  of  books.  The  Department  of  Justice,  the  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion, the  Department  of  Labor,  and,  in  fact,  every  department  or  bureau, 
has  gradually  accumulated  a  series  of  books  more  or  less  adapted  to  its 
needs.  While  the  fact  is  recognized  that  both  for  scientific  and  adminis- 
trative purposes  such  special  libraries  are  a  necessity,  it  is  believed  that 
the  entire  library  work  of  the  Government  should  be  carried  on  under 
some  sort  of  general  cooperation.  For  the  past  five  years  an  as,sociation 
of  librarians  in  Washington,  composed  largely  of  persons  connect,ed  with 
Government  institutions, "has  done  much  toward  bringing  about  useful 
and  practical  relations  among  the  libraries.  This  should  find  formal 
expression  in  a  uniform  system  of  cataloguing,  and  in  the  requirement 
that  a  duplicate  copy  of  each  card  made  in  any  library  belonging  to  the 
Government  should  be  sent  to  the  Library  of  Congress,  where  a  central 
catalogue  would  always  be  maintained. 

These  special  and  distinct  libraries,  thus  dependent  upon  Government 
support,  are  in  fact  a  part  of  "the  national  library,"  and  their  contents 
should  be  accessible  to  the  students,  as  would  be  the  case  with  a  general 
catalogue.  These  minor  libraries,  however,  should  not  be  developed  at 
the  expense  of  the  Library  of  Congress.     In  our  new  Library  building 
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we  have  room  for  4,500,000  volumes.  Here  should  be  the  national 
librarj'^  of  reference.  To  build  minor  libraries  within  its  range  weakens 
its  influence,  diverts  resources  that  could  be  devoted  to  its  enlargement, 
and  leads  to  a  process  of  disintegration.  Under  other  conditions,  when 
the  Library  of  Congress  was  cramped  into  a  space  not  large  enough  for 
one-fourth  its  requirements,  the  creation  of  minor  libraries  was  inevitable. 
That  necessity  no  longer  exists.  The  Government,  inclusive  of  our  own 
collection,  owns  in  the  Capitol  at  least  1,700,000  volumes,  and  it  should 
be  the  aim  of  Congress  to  centralize  these  collections  and  give  the  public 
the  advantage  of  convenient  access.  To  that  end  there  could  be  no  more 
useful  contribution  to  the  cause  of  universal  knowledge  than  a  general 
catalogue  of  all  libraries  enjoying  Government  support. 

THE   DURABILITY   OF   PAPER. 

The  attention  of  Congress  has  been  called  to  the  questionable  quality 
of  the  paper  upon  which  so  much  of  the  Library  material  is  printed. 
The  same  criticism  may  apply  to  the  paper  used  in  other  forms  of  Gov- 
ernment records,  although  with  that  we  have  only  a  minor  concern. 
The  deleterious  process  in  the  making  of  modem  paper,  arising  especially 
from  cheapness,  and  the  wood  pulp  and  chemicals  used,  in  the  interests  of 
economy,  destroy  its  texture  and  durability.  We  have  in  our  Library 
printed  journals  going  back  to  the  time  of  Charles  II,  over  230  years 
old,  the  paper  as  staunch,  the  ink  as  clear,  as  when  they  came  from  the 
press.  Under  modern  conditions  of  paper  manufacture,  the  press  sending 
forth  from  day  to  day  so  much  that  is  perishable — newspapers  crumbling 
in  the  readers'  hands — the  question  may  well  arise,  as  affecting  not  only 
our  own,  but  all  modem  libraries,  as  to  how  much  of  our  collections  will 
become  useless  because  of  the  deterioration  and  disintegration  of  the 
paper  used  in  the  cheaper  forms  of  literature. 

The  Prussian  Government  having  taken  up  the  question,  so  far  as  it 
affected  the  integrity  of  German  records,  the  Library  has  been  enabled, 
through  the  kindness  of  our  American  embassy  in  Berlin,  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  Prussian  regulations. 

An  abstract  appears  in  the  appendix. 

While  this  important  question  might  readily  come  under  Government 
control,  nothing  being  more  essential  than  the  physical  integrity  of  the 
national  archives,  so  far  as  the  Library  is  concerned  a  remedy  could  be 
found  under  the  operation  of  the  copyright  law.  An  amendment  that 
no  copyright  should  issue  until  articles  in  printed  form  should  be  printed 
on  paper  of  a  fixed  grade  would  remedy  the  evil,  so  far  as  the  important 
Ubraries  are  concerned.  There  would  be  no  trouble  to  the  publisher 
beyond  the  cost  of  a  few  special  sheets  of  paper  and  a  slight  delay  in  the 
presswork;  and  when  the  value  of  the  franchise  involved  in  a  copy- 
right is  remembered  the  guaranty  thus  exacted  as  to  the  quality  of  the 
paper  would  be  slight  return  for  the  privilege.  Extra  cost  of  those 
special  sheets  would  be  cheerfully  borne  by  the  libraries,  and  in  the 
end  become  to  the  publisher  a  profit  rather  than  a  loss. 

RECAPITULATION. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  report,  there  have  been  received  in  the  Library 
of  Congress  during  the  year  31,304  printed  books.  These  do  not  include 
those  transmitted  from'  the  old  Library,  but  are  distinct  accessions  by 
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purchase,  exchange,  copyright,  and  gifts.  To  this  may  be  added  an 
increase  of  8,632  in  pamphlets.  The  department  of  graphic  arts  shows 
a  valuable  increase.  There  are  22,495  more  maps  and  charts  than  were 
reported  last  year.  This  does  not  imply  distinct  acquisition,  but  trans- 
fers from  the  old  Library  of  material  long  dormant,  but  now  in  active 
service.  We  have  added  5,812  periodicals,  1,087  bound  volumes  of  news- 
papers, and  4,055  law  books.  The  increase  of  10,848  pieces  of  music 
is  notable,  as  showing  the  advance  in  that  interesting  branch  of  the 
Library.  In  material  accessions  the  Library  shows  a  marked  gain  over 
last  year.  And  in  this  it  is  well  to  see  that  we  keep  pace  not  alone 
with  the  nation's  advance  in  literature  and  art,  but  with  its  business 
prosperity.  The  war  with  Spain  was  a  drawback,  as  no  interest  is  more 
affected  by  the  sacrifices  and  uncertainties  of  war  than  what  is  repre- 
sented in  a  library. 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  especially  as  expressed  in  the  copyright 
department,  there  is  every  reason  why  the  Library  should  have  the 
special  consideration  of  Congress  and  the  country.  The  copyright 
department  is  not  alone  one  of  the  most  necessary  of  the  Government 
establishments,  but  a  revenue  to  the  Treasury  as  well — the  Library 
owing  to  it  a  large  part  of  its  accretions,  the  Treasury  an  assured  income. 
It  requires  careful  and  minute  administration,  for  it  guarantees  protec- 
tion to  every  American  writer,  as  well  as  to  others  who  come  within  the 
provisions  of  international  copyright. 

In  the  highest  sense  the  Library  is  the  home  of  research.  The  capital 
can  never  be  other  than  the  center  of  library  work.  Here  on  Capitol 
Hill  must  be  found  the  national  treasure-house  of  knowledge.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  Library  of  Congress  there  are  in  Washington  thirty-six  minor 
libraries,  aggregating  876,746  volumes.  Therefore,  with  what  we  pos- 
sess, not  alone  as  the  leading  library  of  the  United  States,  but  as  the 
center  of  a  unique  and  varied  library  system  in  touch  with  every  phase 
of  obtainable  knowledge,  it  should  be  our  aim  to  broaden  the  Library, 
safeguard  its  integrity  as  a  library  of  reference,  and  bring  it  home  to  the 
people  as  belonging  to  them — a  part  of  their  heritage — to  make  it 
American  in  the  highest  sense,  seeking  whatever  illustrates  American 
history — the  varied  forms  of  American  growth,  theology,  superstition, 
commonwealth  building,  jurisprudence,  peace,  and  war.  And,  while 
accepting  this  as  the  chief  end  of  the  Library,  it  is  no  less  incumbent  to 
seek  out  and  gather  in  the  learning  and  piety  of  every  age.  With  the 
considerate  care  of  Congress  and  a  due  appreciation  of  what  has  been 
done  and  what  may  so  readily  be  done  by  the  American  people,  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  Library  of  Congress  should  not  rival  those  noble 
establishments  of  the  Old  World,  whose  treasures  are  a  people's  pride 
and  whose  growth  is  the  highest  achievement  of  modern  civilization. 

John  Russeli.  Young, 

Librarian  of  Congress. 

Hon.  Garret  A.  Hobart, 

Vice-President. 
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